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DEATH  OF  COL.  BOIES. 

[Daily  Record,  Dec.  12,  1903.] 

Col.  Henry  M.  Boies,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  leadingr  citizena  of 
Bcranton,  died  suddenly  at  Hotel  Ster- 
ling, this  city,  at  12:15  this  mornlner  of 
heart  disease.  He  was  taken  ill  on  the 
Lehigh  Valley  train  which  reached  here 
at  11:35  last  evening  and  was  at  once 
hurried  to  the  Sterling  and  a  physician 
summoned,  but  he  died  five  minutes 
after  the  doctor  arrived. 

Col.  Boies  had  been  at  Washington 
yesterday,  where  he  had  a  conference 
with  President  Roosevelt,  and  waa  on 
his  way  to  his  home  when  sticken.  At 
the  station  the  conductor  and  station 
policeman  Sauerwine  assisted  him  to  a 
cab  and  the  latter  accompanied  him  to 
the  hotel,  where  he  was  taken  to  a 
room  and  physicians  siunmoned.  He 
complained  of  severe  pains  in  his  left 
side,  in  the  region  of  his  heart,  and 
appeared  to  be  suffering  great  agony. 

Dr.  A.  O.  Fell  reached  his  bedside 
shortly  after  12  o'clock.  Col.  Boies's 
mind  was  perfectly  clear  and  he  told 
the  doctor  of  bis  trouble  while  the  lat- 
ter was  trying  to  relieve  him.  He  com- 
plained of  severe  pains  in  his  left  side 
and  about  his  heart  and  said  he  had 
had  such  pains  before,  but  never  so 
acutely.  He  said  he  had  eaten  no 
breakfast  or  dinner,  but  ate  a  heavy 
supper  after  he  boarded  the  train.  He 
intimated  that  he  also  desired  a  homeo- 
pathic physician.  Dr.  Fell  at  once  had 
Dr.  Bullard  summoned  and  continued 
his  efforts  to  relieve  his  patient  He 
asked  that  no  morphine  be  given.  His 
mind  was  perfectly  clear  at  the  time 
and  he  did  not  seem  to  realize  that  he 
was  about  to  die.  Suddenly  he  fell  back 
on  the  bed.  dead.  The  doctor  had  been 
with  him  only  five  minutes,  and  Dr. 
Bullard  arrived  shortly  after  he  was 
dead.  The  doctors  gave  the  cause  as 
heart  trouble,  aggravated  by  indiges- 
tion. 

Col.  Henry  Martyn  Boies  was  bom 
at  Lee.  Mass.,  in  1837  of  French  Hugue- 
not descent.  He  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in  1858.  In  1860  he  joined  the 
famous  corps  of  zouaves  organized  at 
Chicago.  In  1865  he  settled  at  Scran- 
ton  as  resident  member  of  the  firm  of 
Lafllin,  Boies  ft  Turck,  powder  manu- 
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facturers,  and  in  1869  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Moosic  Powder  Co.  Durlngr 
the  "reign  of  terror"  at  Scranton  In  the 
labor  riots  of  1876-77  he  organized  the 
Scranton  City  Guards,  which  he  com- 
manded, and  it  was  later  mustered  in- 
to the  National  Guard  as  the  13th 
Regt.,  with  him  as  Its  colonel,  and  was 
active  In  its  affairs  for  many  years. 

Col.  Boles  was  elected  president  of 
the  Dickson  Manufacturing  Co.  He 
was  a  director  of  the  Third  National 
Bank  of  Scranton,  president  of  Its 
Board  of  Trade  and  a  director  in  many 
of  its  industrial  enterprises.  He  took 
an  active  Interest  In  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  for  many 
years  waA  a  member  of  its  State  exe- 
cutive committee.  He  wa^  president  of 
the  Scranton  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  some 
years  and  his  efforts  had  much  to  do 
with  the  success  of  the  fine  new  build- 
ing project.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Charities,  the 
National  Prison  Association  and  since 
1884  was.  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Scranton.  He  was  an  In- 
ventor, manufacturer,  soldier,  author 
and  philanthropist,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading,  progressive  busi- 
ness men  and  citizens  of  Scranton. 

Deceased  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two 
daughters  and  a  son,  Ethel  M.,  David 
and  Helen  E. 


DEATH  OF  DOUGLASS  SMITH. 

[Dally  Record,  Dec.  12,  1903.] 
Hundreds  of  people  in  Wilkes -Barre 
and  vicinity  will  be  shocked  and  pain- 
ed this  morning  to  read  of  the  death 
of  Douglass  Smith,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  respected  resi- 
dents of  the  community. 

Mr.  Smith  was  out  and  about  as  late 
as  Wednesday,  although  suffering  from 
a  heavy  cold.  This  developed  Into 
pneumonia  and  he  sank  fast  until  the 
end — at  near  midnight  last  night. 

Mr.  Smith  was  63  years  of  age.  He 
was  born  In  Philadelphia  and  when  a 
youth  went  to  Willow  Grove,  Pa.,  where 
he  remained  for  a  few  years,  coming 
from  there  to  Wilkes-Barre  over  forty 
years  ago.  His  first  occupation  In 
Wllkes-Barre  was  as  a  clerk  In  Reets'a 
general  store,  which  was  situated  on 
West  Market  street.  Next  he  went 
Into  business  with  Is  brother-in-law 
under  the  firm  name  of  Faser  &  Smith 
and  they  conducted  a  dry  goods  busi- 
ness on  West  Market  street,  where 
Burdlck's  laundry  Is  now  located.  Mr. 
Smith  retired  from  this  business  about 
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1870.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
the  wholesale  firm  of  Whlteman  & 
Patterson  as  a  commercial  salesman 
and  continued  in  this  position  for  many 
years.  Several  years  a^ro  he  entered 
the  office  of  the  Wyomingr  Valley  Ice 
Co.  as  accountant  and  continued  until 
the  present. 

Mr.  Smith  was  postmaster  of  Wllkes- 
Barre  about  twenty-flve  years  ago,  be- 
ing succeeded  by  Mr.  Orr. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  session  of  the  First 
Pr«*fibytcrian  Church  and  one  of  the 
most  prominent  members  of  that  con- 
gregation and  for  forty  years  had  been 
superintendent  of  Westminster  Presby- 
terian Sunday  ecbool,  taking  a  great 
interest  in  that  school,— loved  and  es- 
teemed as  a  father  by  every  attendant 
of  the  school.  Mr.  Smith  was  the  or- 
ganizer of  Douglass  Mission,  at  Lee 
Park,  which  was  formed  about  ten 
years  ago. 

Deceased  is  survived  by  his  wife  and 
three  children — Harradon  Smith,  the 
well  kncwn  civil  engineer;  Ralph  A. 
Smith  of  this  city  and  Mrs.  Cheyney  of 
•:?rf»sson.  Pa.;  also  by  two  brothers- 
Harry  of  Philadelphia  and  Alexander 
\V.  of  Mt.  Morris,  N.  Y. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Smith  removes  a 
citizen  who  reflected  honor  upon  the 
community.  He  embodied  in  his  char- 
acter the  attributes  of  an  ideal  man- 
hood, and  his  pleasant,  genial  nature 
was  at  all  times  manifest.  He  lived  the 
Christian  principles  which  he  espoused 
c'-nd  he  entered  the  Great  Beyond  with 
a  record  as  clear  and  honorable  as  man 
cotild  have.  Thei-e  will  be  more  than 
a  passing  shadow  of  sorrow  because  of 
his  death. 


RELICS  OF  LEHIGH  INDIANS. 

[Daily  Record.  Jan.  12,  1904.] 
Following  the  trail  of  the  redskins 
who  inhabited  every  quarter  of  De- 
high  County,  Daniel  N.  Kern  of  Allen- 
town  has  secured  hundreds  of  speci- 
mens of  Indian  curios.  Many  of  them 
are  valuable,  and  Mr.  Kern  has  refused 
a  high  price  for  them. 

During  his  research  Mr.  Kern  has 
found  the  former  sites  of  no  less  than 
twenty  Indian  villages  in  Lehigh  Coun- 
ty, and  here  is  where  most  of  his  speci- 
mens were  dug  up. 

Kern's  present  collection  numbers 
3.000  specimens,  gathered  in  the  five 
years  of  exploration.  This  is  the  third 
collection  he  has  made,  the  previous 
ones    having    been    presi&nted     to     the 
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University  of  Pennsylvania  and  other 
institutions. 

Kern  keeps  a  complete  record  of  his 
travels  to  gather  these  specimens.  He 
vpent  seventy-flve  days  In  all.  and 
walked  a  total  of  1.000  miles. 

This  yeai  it  is  his  purpose  to  give 
most  of  his  time  to  the  exploration  of 
village  sites.  Indian  workshops  ani 
Jasper  mine»  that  the  Indians  conduct- 
ed in  the  Lohigh  hills  and  South  Moun- 
tain range. 

Kern's  collection  numbers  36  axes.  125 
hammer  stones,  4  pestels,  12  celts.  12 
double  indented  hammer  stones,  4 
grooved  war  clubs,  300  spears,  75  white 
quatts  arrows.  80  war  points.  300 
knives,  1  sandal  last.  50  turtle  back 
knives.  j5  ceremonial  stones.  1  record- 
ing stone,  on  which  the  Indians  marked 
by  means  of  a  nick  the  number  of 
their  paleface  victims;  1  bird  stone,  6 
tool  sharpeners.  1  soapstone,  a  fish  net 
knitter  and  arrow  heads. 

Among  the  rarest  specimens  are  the 
hammer  stones  and  celts,  which  were 
used  by  the  Indians  to  reduce  com  to 
flour  by  the  slow  process  of  pounding 
and  rubbing.  Another  valuable  speci- 
men is  the  ceremonial  stone,  which 
was  used  in  the  religious  rites  of  the 
redskins. 

IT  WAS  WINTER  ALL  THE  YEAR. 

[Daily  Record.  Jan.  19.   1904.] 

While  everyone  is  speaking  of  the 
present  season  as  being  remarkable  in 
its  characteristics.  I've  gathered  facts 
of  the  year  1816,  known  as  "the  year 
without  a  summer."  says  the  New  York 
Tribune.  Pew  persons  now  living  can 
recollect  It.  but  it  was  the  coldest  ever 
known  throughout  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica. The  following  is  a  brief  abstract 
of  the  weather  during  each  month  of 
the  year: 

January  was  mild,  so  much  so  as 
to  render  fires  almost  needless  in  par- 
lors.   December  previous  was  very  cold. 

February  was  not  very  cold;  with 
the  exceotion  of  a  few  days  it  was 
mild,  like  its  predecessor. 

March  was  cold  and  boisterous  dur- 
ing the  first  part  of  it;  the  remainder 
was  mild.  A  great  freshet  on  the  Ohio 
and  Kentucky  rivers  caused  a  great 
loss  of  property. 

April  began  warmer,  but  grew  colder 
as  the  month  advanced,  and  ended  with 
snow  and  ice  and  a  temperature  more 
like  winter  than  spring. 

May  was  more  remarkable  for  frowns 
than  smiles.  Buds  and  fruits  were 
froien;  Ice  formed  half  an  inch  thick; 
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corn  killed  and  the  fields  again  and 
asrain  planted  until  it  waji  deemed  too 
late. 

June  was  the  coldest  ever  known  in 
this  latitude.  Frost,  ice  and  snow  were 
common.  Almost  every  green  thing 
was  killed.  Fruit  was  nearly  all  de- 
stroyed. Snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  ten 
inches  in  Vermont,  several  Inches  in 
Maine,  thre^  in  the  Interior  of  New 
York,  and  also  in  Massachusetts.  Con- 
siderable damage  was  done  at  New 
Orleans  in  consequence  of  the  rapid 
rise  in  the  river.  The  suburbs  were 
covered  with  water  and  the  roads  were 
only  passable  with  boats. 

July  was  accompanied  with  frost  and 
Ice.  On  the  Bth  ice  was  formed  of  the 
thickness  of  conmion  window  glass 
throughout  New  England,  New  York 
and  some  parts  of  Pennsylvania.  In- 
dian com  was  nearly  all  destroyed; 
some  favorably  situated  fields  escaped. 
This  was  true  of  some  of  the  hill  farms 
of  Massachusetts. 

August  was  more  cheerless,  if  pos- 
sible, than  the  summer  months  already 
passed.  Ice  was  formed  half  an  inch 
thick;  Indian  corn  was  so  frosen  that 
the  greater  part  o(  It  was  cut  down 
and  dried  for  fodder.  Almost  every 
green  thing  was  destroyed,  both  in 
this  country  and  Europe.  Papers  re- 
ceived from  England  state  "that  it 
would  be  remembered  by  the  present 
generation  that  the  year  1816  was  a 
year  In  which  there  was  no  summer.'* 
Very  little  corn  ripened  In  the  New 
England  and  Middle  States.  Farmers 
supplied  themselves  from  com  pro- 
duced In  1815  for  the  need  of  spring 
of  1817.  It  sold  at  from  $4  to  $5  a 
bushel. 

September  furnished  about  two 
weeks  of  the  mildest  weather  of  the 
season.  Soon  after  the  middle  it  be- 
came very  cold  and  frosty;  ice  formed 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick. 

November  was  cold  and  blustering. 
Snow  fell  so  as  to  make  good  sleigh- 
ing. December  was  mild  and  com- 
fortable. 


SEVENTY  YEARS  AGO. 

[Daily  Record,  Feb.  3,  1904.] 
A  copy  of  the  Wyoming  Republican 
for  May  29,  1833,  has  found  its  way  to 
the  Record  office,  and  an  interesting 
old  paper  it  is.  It  was  published  at 
Kingston  by  Sharp  D.  Lewis  at  $2  per 
year.  In  those  days  newspaper  sub- 
scribers paid  the  postage,  unlike  the 
present  time,  when  the  postage  is  paid 
by  the  publishers.    A  charge  of  50  cents 
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J)er  year  was  made  for  postage.  Though 
published  In  Kingston,  the  paper  was 
delivered  In  Wilkes-Barre  by  carrier. 
A  letter  box  was  located  at  the  store 
of  J.  &  J.  Sinton,  where  now  stands 
the  Wyoming  Bank.  In  those  days 
the  papers  paid  little  attention  to  local 
news,  the  principal  item  of  news  in 
this  issue  being  a  biographical  sketch 
of  Mrs.  Julia  Butler  (consort  of  Steu- 
ben Butler),  who  had  Just  departed  this 
life  at  the  age  of  44  years.  The  obit- 
uary article  was  by  Dr.  Thomas  W. 
Miner,  who  was  one  of  the  literary 
lights  of  this  locality  seventy  years 
ago.  Mrs.  Butler  was  a  daughter  of 
Eliphalet  Bulkeley,  who  was  assembly- 
man from  Connecticut  twenty  tim«s. 

Reference  was  made  to  a  flood  in  the 
Susquehanna,  which,  though  as  late  as 
the  last  week  of  May,  did  much  dam- 
age to  crops  and  to  rafts  of  lumber.  It 
was  reported  that  the  water  had  not 
been  so  high  in  thirty  years.  It  was 
mentioned  that  river  navigation  was 
so  uncertain,  by  reason  of  floods,  that 
it  would  be  much  better  to  depend  en- 
tirely on  the  then  new  canal  for  carry- 
ing lumber  and  coal  to  market. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  proposed 
railroad  from  Kingston  to  the  New 
York  State  line,  and  there  are  adver- 
tisements of  two  other  new  roads,  one 
called  the  Wyoming  &  Lehigh,  the 
other  the  Susquehanna,  for  which  sub- 
scriptions were  being  asked. 

A  16-year-old  boy  had  run  away  and 
his  legal  custodian  offered  a  reward  of 
6  cents  for  his  return.  "He  wore  a 
wool  hat,  light  roundabout  coat,  black 
pantaloons,  and  old.  pegged  shoes.  He 
went  in  company  with  a  short,  thick- 
pet,  light-skinned  beggar  called  Ly- 
i-n.an." 

G<-orge  M.  Hollenback  and  Nathaniel 
Rutter  had  formed  a  partnership  for 
a  general  store,  their  place  of  business 
being  near  the  bridge,  the  corner  now 
occupied  by  the  Hollenback  Coal  Ex- 
change. 

A.  Harris  of  Kingston  announced 
that  he  was  ready  to  do  butchering 
and  would  occupy  ono  of  the  stalls  in 
the  market  house  in  Wilkes-Barre. 

James  Nesbitt,  Jr..  was  sheriff,  and 
several  properties  were  advertised  by 
him  for  sale. 

J.  P.  Rice  had  established  a  carding 
mill  at  Truckpville,  and  he  had  a  ne\v 
machine  which  would  card  150  pounds 
of  wool  in  twenty-four  hours.  He  was 
also  ready  to  full  and  dress  cloth  all 
the  season.  Wool  and  cloth  would  be 
lecelv-^d  at  the  stores  of  Gaylord  & 
Reynolds  In  Plymouth  and  Asa  Pratfa 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


in  Kinfi^ston.  and  left  there  when  done. 

Ambler  &  Kerkendall  were  advertte- 
InfiT  a  similar  business  at  New  Troy, 
now  Wyoming.  They  were  ready  to 
card  wool  for  every  tenth  pound. 

Shadrach  B.  Laycock  was  running  a 
foundry  At  Huntington  and  William 
Winchell  a  similar  industry  in  Kings- 
ton. William  A.  Merrltt  announced 
that  he  w^  running  a  hat  store  in 
Wllkes-Barre.  the  hats  being  of  his 
own  manufacture. 

"Pyro  L#igneous  Acid,  or  essence  of 
smoke,  is  manufactured  and  for  sale 
by  Amasa  Jones." 

"Village  lots  in  the  Borough  of 
Wllkes-Barre.    V.  L.  Maxwell." 

Oliver  Bebee  at  Kingston  wanted  an 
apprentice  in  the  coopering  business. 

The  Wyoming  Bank  had  just  declared 
a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  for  the  last 
six  months.  Edward  Lynch  was  cash- 
ier. 

J.  W.  Little  had  a  furniture  manu- 
factory in  Kingston,  and  Cyrus  Adams 
was  making  carriages  in  the  same 
town. 

William  Willits  was  advertising  a 
cheap  hat  store  at  Wllkes-Barre,  sell- 
ing hats  of  his  own  manufacture. 

Other  advertisers  were  Andrew 
Raub  Robert  Shoemaker,  Josiah  Lewis. 
Eaisha  Atherton.  Nathan  Patterson,  Ja- 
cob Rice.  Harrison  Palmer,  C.  P.  Lane. 
Alvan  Dana.  CThahoon  Butler  A  Hor- 
ton.  H.  P.  Hopkins,  Cyrus  Adams,  J 
P.  Blakeslee  and  '^ylord  &  Reynolds. 

Extracts  were  printed  from  Southern 
papers  predicting  the  Civil  War  which 
subsequently    ensu'»d. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  AARON  BURR. 
[Daily  Record,  B^b.  3,  1904.] 
There  is  still  living  in  Brooklyn  a  vi- 
vacious, well  preserved  lady  of  84.  Mrs. 
Henry  Chadwick.  who  has  documentary 
evidence  to  prove  that  Aaron  Burr  did 
not  die  in  extreme  poverty  and  while 
supported  by  charity,  as  has  often  been 

Mrs.'  Chadwick  is  a  Virginian  by 
birth,  a  granddaughter  of  Benjamin 
Botts,  the  Richmond  lawyer  who  de- 
fended Aaron  Burr  in  his  trial  for 
treason  at  Richmond  in  1807.  Her 
mother  was  a  Randolph,  a  connection 
of  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke.  Her 
father  was  Alexander  L.  Botts.  also  a 
lawyer  and  an  intimate  friend  of  John 
C.  Calhoun. 

His  health  failing.  Mr.  Botts  removed 
tc  Jamaica.  L.  I.,  in  1833.  and  bought 
the  Union  Racecourse,  near  that  town. 
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then  the  most  noted  course  in  the 
country.  The  Corlne  farm,  owned  by 
Aaron  Burr,  adjoined  it,  and  Mr.  Botts 
wishing  to  purchase  it,  called  on  Col. 
Burr  and  stated  his  errand. 

''Anything  I  can  do  to  oblige  or  ad- 
vance a  son  of  Benjamin  Qotts  shall 
be  done  most  heartily,"  said  Col.  Burr. 
grai?pin.(7  his  hand  warmly.  "Tliat  farm 
at  no  distant  day  will  be  very  valu- 
able. You  have  recently  met  with  re- 
verses, I  know."  Mr.  Botts  had  lost 
$30,000  by  defalcation  of  a  public  offi- 
cial on  whose  bond  he  had  gone.  "Sup- 
pose you  take  the  farm  and  pay  me 
an  annuity  of  $500  for  it  as  long  as  I 
live,  the  farm  to  be  yours  on  my 
death." 

Mr.  Botts  was  very  glad  to  get  the 
farm  on  these  terms,  and  the  agree- 
ment was  put  into  writing.  The  an- 
nuity was  paid  promptly  until  Col. 
Burr's  death  in  1836.  Mrs.  Chadwick 
has  the  day  book  and  ledger  of  her 
father  in  wijich  each  payment  was  en- 
tered. 

The  first  entry  was  in  1833:  "Cash  to 
Col.  Burr.  $500;"  the  last  in  1836,  fol- 
lowed by  the  note,  "Col.  Burr  died  in 
September.  1836."  In  all.  $2,300  appears 
to  have  been  paid  him. 

Mrs.  Chadwick's  account  of  her  first 
and  only  sight  of  Aaron  Burr  is  inter- 
esting. 

"I  was  a  girl  of  fifteen  when  the 
family  moved  north,"  she  said  "While 
our  home  was  being  made  ready  for  us 
we  boarded  at  Snedecor's  Half  Way 
House  on  the  Jamaica  turnpike,  half 
way  between  that  village  and  Brook- 
lyn, then  a  popular  and  fashionable 
resort. 

"One  morning  in  June  before  I  had 
arisen,  mother  came  running  to  my 
room  and  said:  "Get  up  quick  if  you 
want  to  see  Aaron  Burr." 

"Pee  him!  It  had  been  the  dream 
of  my  life.  I  was  especially  curious  as 
to  his  wonderful  black  eyes,  of  which 
so  much  had  been  said.  I  dressed  and 
ran  down. 

"A  two  wheeled  gig  with  a  bay  horse 
harnessed  to  it  stood  before  the  door, 
and  my  father  was  talking  to  a  little, 
withered,  dried  up  old  man,  who  was 
leaning  half  out  of  the  carriage,  the 
better  to  hear  what  was  said.  It  was 
Col.  Burr  at  the  age  of  77. 

"Of  course,  the  beauty  and  ardor  of 
his  vouth  had  gone,  but  the  pierclnsr 
black  eyes  remained,  and  I  shall  never 
forget  their  intensity  and  power  as  he 
turned  them  for  a  moment  on  me. 

"He  had  driven  out  to  see  father  on 
business  of  the  farm,  and  as  soon  as 
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he  had  finished  turned  round  and  drove 
back  again.  Father  soon  after  bought 
his  horse  and  chaise,  and  we  continued 
to  use  it  until  we  moved  to  New  York, 
in  1834.  I  have  often  ridden  in  it.  but 
what  became  of  it  I  do  not  know." 

Mrs.  Chadvlck  knew  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  well  and  has  some  interesting 
reminiscences  of  him. 

"A  man  of  simple  tastes,  in  both 
dress  and  manner  of  living/'  she  said. 
"I  have  often  seen  him  coming  home 
from  market  of  a  morning  with  two 
plump  fowls  in  his  hands,  which  he 
had  been  to  select  for  himself. 

"I  used  to  hear  my  father  tell  a  good 
story  of  him.  He  went  to  a  town  In 
North  Carolina  to  hold  court,  and  as  it 
was  known  the  town  would  be  crowded 
word  was  sent  by  his  friends  to  reserve 
a  room  for  the  chief  Justice.  The  stage 
got  In,  and  the  chief  justice,  never  giv- 
ing his  name  nor  hinting  at  his  station, 
stalked  Into  the  tavern  and  asked  for  a 
room. 

"The  landlord,  scanning  the  stranger, 
who  looked  like  an  honest  countryman 
from  the  interior,  said  they  had  no 
rooms.  There  was  a  pallet  up  in  the 
attic,  where  another  man  was  sleeping 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  be 
willing  to  share  his  room  with  the 
stranger. 

"The  chief  Justice  acquiesced  in  the 
arrangement  and.  ascending  to  the  gar- 
ret, slept  on  his  hard  pallet  of  straw. 
The  next  day  his  identity  was  discov- 
ered, and  the  landlord,  with  profuse 
apologies,  removed  him  to  the  chamber 
assigned  to  him."— New  York  Pun. 

It  Is  worthy  of  note  that  when  Mrs. 
Chadwick  was  a  child,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  visit  of  Qen.  Lafayette  to  her 
father's  home  in  Richmond.  Va.  when 
he  was  acting  as  president  of  the 
Btate  council,  she  wag  called  Into  the 
parlor  to  see  the  noted  French  officer, 
and  she  was  taken  on  his  knee  and 
caressed  by  him,  something  she  was 
very  proud  of. 


TABLET  TO  JUDGE  CONYNQHAM. 

[Daily  Record.  Feb.  4.  1904.] 
A  massive  bronze  tablet  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  late  Judge  Conyngham  and 
his  wife  has  Just  been  placed  in  St 
Stephen's  Church  by  Mrs.  William 
Bacon  Stevens  of  Philadelphia, 
daughter  of  Judge  Conyngham  and 
widow  of  the  late  Bishop  Stevens.  The 
tablet  is  in  plain  view  of  the  congre- 
gation and  is  anchored  to  the  wall 
between  the  font  and  the  lectern.  It 
J^  about  three  feet  by  four  in  size,  of 
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polished  bronze,  and  is  heavily  framed 
in  antique  oak  with  a  bevel  that  car- 
ries the  frame  close  to  the  wall  on  the 
outer  edge  all  round.  This  tablet  is 
a  restoration  of  that  which  was  in  the 
church  before  the  fire,  and  though  the 
same  plate  is  used»  the  color  of  the 
lettering  is  changed  and  the  mounting 
vastly  improved.  The  inscription 
reads  as  follows: 


To  the  Glory  of  God 

and 

In  Loving  Memory 

of  the 

Hon.   John   Nesbitt   Conyngham, 

LL.  D.. 
for    nearly    half     a    century      a 
vestryman  and  warden  of  this 
parish. 
The  large  minded  and  law  abid- 
ing citizen; 
The  wise  and  upright  judge; 
The  sincere  and  earnest  Christ- 
ian; 
The  sound  and  devoted  church- 
man. 

And  of 

Ruth  Ann  Butler  Conyngham, 

his  wife. 

Faithful  and  loving 

In  all  the  relations  of  home  life; 

the  lover  of  the  Lord  Jeeus. 


The  work  is  that  of  the  well  known 
bronze  experts,  J.  and  R.  Lamb  of  New 
York,  and  the  placing  and  style  are 
tasteful  -and  appropriate.  The  wall 
space  thus  filled  is  particularly  pleas- 
ing to  the  eye. 

This  grouping  in  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  the  church — marble  font  with 
its  elaboration  of  bronze  work  sus- 
pended cover,  the  memorial  window 
and  the  tablet — forms  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  church  niches  that  can  be 
found  anywhere. 


TRIBUTE  TO  LUTHER  H.  SCOTT. 

[Daily  Record,  Feb.  4,  1904.] 
The  Towanda  Review:  In  court  on 
Monday  afttrnoon  business  was  tem- 
porarily suspended  and  Judge  Fanning 
raid  an  eloqui^nt  tribute  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  late  Luther  II.  Scott,  who 
was  for  so  many  years  an  officer  of 
the  court.     Judge  Fanning  said: 

"I  de^m  it  eminently  proper  that  the 
busmess  of  the  court  should  be  sus- 
pended long  enough  to  pay  a  tribute  of 
respect  to  one  who  for  long  years  was 
one  of  its  faithful  officers. 
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**For  more  than  three  score  years 
I^uther  H.  Scott  has  been  identified  with 
and  a  familiar  perHonage  in  the  courts 
tl  Bradford  County.  His  appointment 
as  tipstaff  dates  from  1842  or  3,  the  du- 
ties of  which  position  he  faithfully  per- 
formed until  within  a  few  days  of  his 
death,  a  period  of  service  probably  not 
exceeded  by  any  other  court  constable 
in  the  ^ate  of  Pennsylvania.  He  per- 
formed service  during  the  terms  of 
Judges  John  N.  Conyngrham,  Horace 
Wihiston,  David  Wilmot,  Darius  Bul- 
loclc,  Ulysses  Mercur,  Ferris  B.  Streeter, 
Paul  D.  Morrow,  Benjamin  M.  Peck. 

"And  to  the  old  gentleman  I  am  per- 
sonally indebted  for  many  courtesies, 
acts  of  kindness  and  pleasant  words. 
With  you  I  aliall  always  cherish  his 
memory.  He  has  seen  young  men 
come  to  the  bar,  rise  to  distinction, 
perform  their  allotted  task,  grow  old 
and  pass  off  the  stage  of  action,  and  I 
doubt  if  there  is  a  member  of  the  bar 
here  present  who  can  remember  the 
time  when  Luther  H.  Scott  was  not  at 
his  post  of  duty  as  tipctaff.  He  was 
always  grenial,  obliging,  an  efficient  of- 
ficer and  faithful  to  every  trust;  one 
who  loyally  safeguarded  the  juries  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  and  I  believe  no 
interested  person  ever  succeeded  In  ob- 
taining from  him  the  least  intimation 
of  what  was  transpiring  in  the  jury 
room.  His  lips  were  as  a  sealed  book. 
The  long  journey  is  ended,  his  life  work 
well  done,  he  died  In  the  harness.  He 
was  a  good  citizen.  These  words  would 
be  a  fitting  epitaph  to  the  memory  of 
Luther  H    Scott: 

•*He  was  faithful  to  his  trust." 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  MEETING. 

[Dally  Record,  Feb.  13,  1904.] 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Wyoming 
Historical  and  Geological  Society  was 
held  last  evening.  Judge  Stanley  Wood- 
ward presiding.  There  was  a  large  at- 
tendance. 

Officers  for  the  en.«uing  year  were  all 
reelected,  as  follows: 

President— Hon.  Stanley  Woodward. 

Vic?  presidents— Rev.  H.  L.  Jones,  S. 
T.  D;  Hon.  J.  R.  Wright.  Col.  G.  M. 
Rtynolds,  Rev.  F.  B.  Hodge,  D.  D. 

CorresiMjndIng  secretary  and  librarian 
—Rev.  H.  E.  Hayden. 

Recording  secretary — S.  R.  Miner. 

Treasurer— F    C.  Johnson,  M.  D. 

Trustees— S.  L.  Brown,  Edward 
Welles,  Richard  Sharpe,  A.  F.  Derr,  H. 
H.  Ashley. 

Curators—Archeology,  Hon.  J.  W. 
Wright;  numismatics.  Rev.  H.  E.  Hay« 
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den;  mineralogy.  W.  R.  Ricketts; 
paleozoolo^ry.  Prof.  J.  L.  Welter;  paleo- 
botany. William  Griffith. 

Mistortographer— Rev.  H.  B.  Hayden. 

Meteorologist—Rev.  P.  B.  Hodge. 
D.  D 

MR,  HAYDEN'S  REPORT. 

Rev.  Horace  E.  Hayden,  librarian 
and  corresponding  secretary,  submit- 
ted the  forty-pixth  annual  report.  Dur- 
ing the  past  ten  months,  he  said,  the 
pociety  has  approached  nearer  the  real 
purpose  of  puch  an  institution  than  ever 
btffore.  This  is  a  public  institution, 
made  so  by  the  voluntary  acceptance 
yeaxf!  ago  of  its  official  appointment  by 
the  United  States  government  as  a  pub- 
lic depository  for  all  publications  issued 
by  the  United  States.  It  is  a  public 
institution  by  reason  of  being  a  public 
depository  of  Pennsylvania  State  pub- 
lications. It  is  such  also  as  receiving 
from  the  County  of  Lruzeme,  by  act  of 
assembly,  annually,  an  appropriation 
of  $200,  for  its  current  expenses.  This 
act  applies  to  all  such  societies  in  the 
State. 

In  the  second  place,  this  society  is 
the  permanent  legatee  of  the  grandest 
benefaction  ever  established  in  this 
valley  and  county  by  individual  gen- 
erosity—the Osterhout  Free  L#ibrary. 
While  it  receives  no  pecuniary  income 
from  this  benefaction,  it  has  received 
its  handsome  home,  free  from  charge 
for  heat,  light  and  repairs.  The  build- 
ing is  open  to  the  public  daily  from  10 
to  5.  both  libraries  avoiding  duplication. 
The  result  of  this  m>Dvement,  begun 
April  15,  1903.  has  been  most  satisfac- 
tory. 

This  society  is  the  only  United  States 
government  depository  in  this  county, 
and.  with  the  exception  of  the  Scran - 
ton  Free  I^Ibrary.  the  only  one  In 
Northeastern  Pennsylvania  possessing 
an  almost  complete  file  of  United  States 
publications. 

The  number  of  visitors  during  the 
year  has  increased  by  nearly  1,00(^—4,600 
in  1902.  5,500  in  1908— and  the  number 
of  students  who  use  the  library  has 
doubled.  The  society,  with  its  rich 
cabinets  and  many  attractions,  is  really 
becoming  almost  as  well  known  in  this 
historic  valley  as  an  educational  fac- 
tor as  it  has  long  been  known  outside 
this  section.  The  public  schools  and 
seminaries  are  making  increasing  use 
of  its  cabinets.  Possessing  1,200  vol- 
umes of  local  and  other  newspapers, 
the  Journalist  is  a  frequent  visitor; 
having  the  largest  geological  library  in 
Northeastern  Pennsylvania,  the  geolo- 
gist and  the  civil  engineer  find  their 
information  here. 
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It  is  with  Kreatiflcation  that  I  make 
known  the  action  of  the  trustees  yes- 
terday: 

'The  trustees  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  necessity  of  a  card  catalog, 
and  as  the  annual  income  of  the  society 
is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  expense 
necessary  to  employ  a  skilled  catalogrer, 
we  urge  upon  the  society  the  duty  of 
appointing  at  this  annual  meeting  a 
committee  of  Ave  members,  to  devise 
means  to  carry  out  this  object  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  report  of  the  librari- 
an; the  committee  to  report  within 
thirty  days,  at  which  time  a  meeting 
of  the  trustees  will  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  report." 

During  the  past  year  the  ethnological 
department  has  been  enriched  by  the 
addition  of  10,000  specimens,  many  of 
which  are  of  the  finest  quality  and  very 
rare.  Mr.  Christopher  Wren  generous- 
ly donated  to  the  society,  in  October, 
his  lich  collection  of  7,000  pieces,  the 
result  of  some  years  of  careful  selec- 
tion from  the  watershed  of  the  Susque- 
hanna River  This  gift  is  especially 
valuable  from  the  local  character  of 
the  pieces.  It  is  rich  in  stone  pestles, 
mortars,  axes,  hatchets,  celts  or  skin- 
ners, biases,  gouges,  dlscoidal  stones, 
ceremonials,  drills.  knives,  sinew 
dressers,  beads,  war  club  heads,  and 
includes  flfty  of  the  large  circular  net- 
sinkers,  from  Ave  to  six  inches  in  di- 
ameter, to  be  found  apparently  no- 
where but  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  as 
they  were,  until  now,  unknown  to  the 
Bureau  of  Bthnology.  This  collection 
is  an  object  lesson  in  the  local  mate- 
rial, brown,  red  and  black  flint  used 
by  the  Indians  in  their  manuffeicture, 
and  in  practical  illustrations  of  the 
manner  of  making  these  relics  of  the 
•itone  age. 

In  October,  Mr.  A,  F.  Berlin  of  Al- 
lentown.  who  for  thirty  years  has  been 
a  careful  collector  of  choice  pieces,  and 
who  had  accumulated  a  collection  of 
3,000  unusually  flne  specimens,  selected 
for  their  beauty  and  finish,  waa  led  by 
severe  family  bereavement  to  offer  this 
rich  treasure  to  this  society,  at  the 
modest  price  of  1500.  Ten  members  of 
the  society  donated  $50  each  towards 
the  purchase  of  the  collection,  vix.: 
Mr  Andrew  Hunlock.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
H.  Taylor,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hollenback,  Mr. 
EX  H.  Jones,  Mr.  H.  H.  Ashley.  Dr.  L. 
I.  Shoemaker,  MaJ.  I.  A.  Stearns,  Mr. 
A.  F.  Derr.  Mr.  C.  J.  Shoemaker  and 
Mr.  F.  M.  Kirby. 

In  addition  to  this,  nearly  1,000  pieces 
found  at  Firwood,  ftiverside,  and  else- 
where in  the  valley,  have  formed  the 
•'Col.  Zebulon  Butler  Fund  Collection," 
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which  also  includles  a  rare  "pot,"  nine 
inches  in  height,  found  in  Tioga  Coun- 
ty. Pa.,  and  800  pieces  have  been  placed 
in  the  collection  by  Samuel  Sutton  of 
Wyoming,  the  result  of  his  diligence 
during  the  p€ist  few  years. 

Miss  Fdith  Brower  has  donated  a 
very  valuable  drawing  of  the  first 
bridge  erected  across  the  Susquehanna, 
at  Market  street.  It  was  drawn  in  1823 
by  Baldwin  Brower.  a  boy  of  11  years 
of  age.  who  had  no  instruction  with 
pencil  or  brush. 

The  portraits  of  the  late  H.  Baker 
Hillman,  presented  by  his  sons,  and  the 
late  Thomas  Ferrler  Atherton,  E39q.. 
pr»*sented  by  his  nephew,  Thomas  H. 
Atherton,  Esq.,  have  been  added  to  the 
portraits.  Others  have  been  prom- 
ised, especially  one  of  the  late  Hon. 
Charles  A.  Miner,  and  one  of  Rev. 
Nathan  Qrier  Parke,  D.  D. 

A  collection  of  fossil  shells  from  So- 
nera, Mexico,  by  M.\  William  Griffith; 
six  pieces  of  pottery  made  by  the  Aztec 
Indians,  from  Colorado,  by  Miss  C.  M. 
Alexander,  and  twelve  pieces  of  ex- 
tinct household  ware  and  implements 
used  in  177S-1800,  by  the  Gallup  family 
of  Wyoming,  presented  by  Mrs.  Hay- 
wood are  deser\'ing  of  notice.  Mr.  Will- 
iam Puckey  has  presented  minerals 
from  Cornwall,  England. 

The  corresponding  secretary  has  re- 
ceived during  the  year  ^50  letters  and 
has  written  and  copied  6o0  letters,  be- 
sides many  acknowledgments  of  dona- 
tions and  exchangee— a  total  of  1,000 
pieces  of  written  mail. 

Books  and  pamphlets  added  to  th« 
library.  1,22R,  as  follows: 

From  U.  S.  government..  645 

By  purchase 60 

By  exchange  385 

By  gift   242 

Among  the  gifts  were  250  volumes, 
bound,  of  local  newspapers,  given  to  the 
librarian  by  the  Leader  Publishing  CO.. 
and  the  city  council,  and  presented  by 
the  librarian  to  the  society.  Nearly  100 
of  these  were  exchanged  with  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  for  eighty  volumes. 
In  fine  order,  of  the  London  Notes  and 
Queries,  a  valuable  additon  to  any  li- 
brary. Nearly  as  many  were  added  to 
the  newspaper  files  of  the  society,  en- 
tirely completing  the  Leader  and  the 
Scranton  Republican  files,  and  increas- 
ing the  newspaper  library  of  the  so- 
ciety to  1,200  volumes. 

During  the  year  the  R.  D.  Lacoe  Fund 
has  been  Increased  by  the  sale  of  pub- 
lications to  $512.  The  Charles  F.  Ing- 
ham Fund  has  been  Increased  to  $403.50, 
the  Z^bulon  Butler  Fund,  by  subscrlp- 
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tlon.  to  $675,  and  the  Invested  Fund  of 
the  society,  which  amounted  to  $21,700 
last   February,  to  $23,000. 

The  present  membership  of  the  soci- 
ety is:  Life.  118;  resident,  213.  Total, 
331. 

During:  the  year  four  life  members 
have  died:  Hon.  Charles  A.  Miner. 
Rev.  N.  G.  Parke,  D.  D..  Mrs,  Priscilla 
Lee  Bennett  and  Miss  Martha  Bennet; 
and  one  resident  member.  Miss  Hannah 
P.  James. 

To  the  resident  members  thirteen 
have  been  added;  thirteen  transferred 
to  the  life  membership. 

Tlie  curator  of  mineralofry  reports 
that  200  additions  to  his  department 
have  been  received  from  Mr.  William 
Puckey,  Rev.  H.  H.  Jeseup,  D.  D.,  MaJ. 
B.  N.  Carpenter;  while  the  curator  of 
paleoy.oolo^  reports  the  addition  of 
fifty  or  more  specimens  to  his  collec- 
tion. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer.  Dr.  F.  C. 
Johnson,  showed  the  greneral  accounts 
as  follows: 

Receipts. 

Balance,  Feb.  11,  1903  $   299.84 

Interest  on  investments  1,036.26 

Dues  of   members    1,060.00 

Luzerne  County  (two  years)   ..      400.00 

B.    Reynolds    18.25 

Mrs.  Annie  B.   D.  Reynolds '      18.26 

J.    RIdyway  WHgrht     18.25 

Contributed   for     Berlin   Indian 

collection   600.00 


$3,340.84 
ESxpenditures. 
Secretary,  assistant,  janitor.... $1,226. 89 

Publications  393.85 

Books  76.00 

Insurance,  3  years  112.60 

Address  and  stereopticon   86.00 

Bookcases,  frames,  etc 124.68 

Postage  and  notices  57.40 

Indian  collection,  A.  F.  Berlin..  600.00 

Interest  due  Reynolds  Fund....  60.00 

Interest  due  Wright  Fund    ....  60.00 

Interest  due  Lacoe  Fund   17.60 

Interest  due  Butler  Fund   7.50 

Interest  due  Ingham  Fund   ....  25.00 

Incidentals    218.48 

Balance    447.04 


$3,340.84 
Savings  Account. 
The  treasurer  reported  having  re- 
ceived $100  each  for  the  following  life 
memberships:  J.  M.  Crane,  Judge  Q. 
M.  Harding.  Mrs.  C.  A.  Miner,  Mrs. 
Sophia  B.  Coxe,  Miss  Rosalys  Ryman, 
Miss  Elmily  Ryman,  William  John 
Raeder,  also  a  $1,000  bond  from  J.  W. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


i6  Vol.  IS 

Hollenback.  The  balance  in  the  sav- 
ingrs  account  awaiting:  investment  is 
$808.78.  There  is  also  awaiting:  invest- 
ment $211.63  of  Lacoe  Fund,  $830.59  of 
Zebulon  Butler  Fund,  $98.79  of  Ingrham 
Fund.  $641.01  in  all. 

Investment  Bonds. 

Water   Company    $7,000 

Plymouth  Bridge  Co 6,000 

Mlner-Hillard  Milling  Co 1.500 

Sheldon   Axle  Co 1.000 

Peoples   Telephone    1,000 

Webster  Coal  &  Coke  Co 3.000 

Westmoreland  Club   800 

United  Oas  &  Electric   1,000 

$20,800 
•      FINE  ADDRESS. 

Governor  Pennypacker  was  to  have 
made  the  address  but  was  detained  ow- 
ing: to  a  death  in  his  family.  In  his 
absence  the  address  was  by  Rev.  Son- 
ford  H.  Cobb,  D.  D.,  acting  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  Dr. 
Cobb  has  written  a  book  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  "Rise  of  Religious  Liberty 
in  America,"  and  the  address  was 
along  that  line.  It  was  given  without 
notes  and  was  a  masterly  effort.  No 
finer  speech  v-'as  ever  made  before  the 
Historical  Society  was  the  verdict  of 
every  auditor.  He  said  in  part:  The 
greatest  contribution  America  has  made 
to  the  science  of  government  is  religious 
liberty.  The  Church  and  State  in 
America  are  entirely  separate.  There 
is  no  State  church,  no  support  of  any 
specific  church  by  the  State,  no  author- 
ity by  the  Church  over  the  State,  nj 
infiuence  over  the  State  save  the  moral 
'.nfluence  which  it  is  supposed  to  exert 
on  the  minds  of  the  people  and  through 
them  on  the  State.  This  does  not  seem 
strange  to  us,— we  are  born  to  it;  it  is 
as  native  as  the  air  we  breathe. 

In  the  whole  history  of  the  coloniza- 
tion of  America  only  one  man  had  the 
idea  of  perfect  religious  liberty,  and 
that  was  Roger  Williams.  With  that 
exception  most  everybody  thought  there 
must  be  a  State  church.  It  is  a  curious 
anomaly  that  the  first  step  of  the  Puri- 
tans, who  had  been  driven  to  seek  a 
refuge  on  these  shores  from  the  perse- 
cutions of  the  Angelican  State  Church, 
was  to  form  what  was  really  a  State 
church,  though  of  the  congregational 
order.  They  then  proceeded  to  perse- 
cute lust  as  severely  as  they  l-ad  been 
perspcut*»d  They  contended  that  per- 
secution was  all  right  if  the  persons 
persecuted  were  in  the  wrong— m  other 
words,  heretics.  The  question  as  to 
whether  they  were  right  or  wrong  was. 
of   course,   decided   by   the   persecuters 
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themselves.  This  state  of  affairs  con- 
tinued until  very  nearly  the  time  of 
the  Revolution. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cobb  went  on  and  described 
the  persecutions  and  the  conditions  that 
led  up  to  theni,  in  detail,  throughout 
the  different  colonies,  and  described  the 
differences  of  opinion  in  each,  together 
•^^ith  the  conditions  which  brought 
these  differences  in  opinion  about. 
Continuing,  he  made  the  claim  that 
Jonathan  Edwards  struck  the  blow 
which  killed  the  connection  between 
the  Cniurch  and  State.  He  taught  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  Church  of 
God  to  be  conniected  with  the  State. 
The  Church,  said  he,  is  the  home  of 
grace,  the  creation  of  God  and  the 
bride  of  Christ.  No  one  has  a  right  to 
bo  in  the  Church  except  one  who  has 
entered  by  the  graoe  of  God.  Neither 
has  one  the  right  to  make  laws  for  the 
Church  of  God.  These  statements  were 
eagerly  seised  by  those  who  for  long 
years  had  ^ii^^n  lighting  the  union  of 
Church  and  State  and  ultimately  were 
the  means  of  bringing  about  a  true  so^ 
lutlon  af  all  their  troubles. 

The  condition  remains  to-day  just  as 
it  was  solved  140  years  a«o  by  Jonathan 
E>]  wards. 

SOME    INDIAN    HISTORY. 

[Dally  Record.  Feb.  15.  1904.] 
Rev.  David  Craft  of  Angelica.  N.  Y.. 
a  former  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Wyalusing,  who  is  well 
known  in  Wilkes-Barre  and  the  Wyo- 
ming Valley,  one  of  the  best  informed 
historians  as  regards  local  history  and 
that  of  the  original  Inhabitants— the  In- 
dians—gives the  readers  of  the  Wya- 
lusing Rocket  the  following  valuable 
addition  to  the  knowledge  of  the  first 
inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try: 

I  have  observed  a  number  of  times 
of  late  in  the  public  prints  accounts  of 
'.he  finding  of  large  quantities  of  In- 
dian arrow  heads  and  other  Indian  im- 
plements on  the  Improvement  Co.'s 
grounds  in  Wyalusing— the  lower  part 
of  the  Asahel  Gaylord  farm— and  sur- 
prise has  been  expressed  that  so  many 
should  be  fouijd  so  far  from  the  Indian 
town.  The  Indian  town  or  village  that 
most  persons  know  was  the  "Machiwl- 
hiluslng,"  (Old  Man's  Farm),  located 
on  the  flat  lands  of  the  farms  of  the 
late  Hon.  L».  P.  Stalford  and  of  Benja- 
min Brown,  and  which  in  the  latter 
part  of  its  history  under  the  influence 
of  missionaries  of  the  Moravian  Church 
became  a  village  exclusively  of  Chris- 
tianized Indians. 
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But  from  time  immemorial  until  a 
comparatively  recent  time  the  Susque- 
hanna Valley  was  inhabited  by  an  al- 
together different  people;  a  powerful 
nation  of  the  Hurion  Iroquois  family, 
composed  of  ten  tribes  and  livingr  in 
forty  palisaded  villages.  These  were 
known  by  the  French  as  Andastes.  by 
the  Swedes  and  Dutch  as  Minquas,  in 
Pennsylvania  as  Andostogues,  Gandas- 
togues,  and  later  as  Canastogas,  and 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia  as  Sassaqua- 
hannocks.  [See  Dr.  Shea's  essay  "An- 
dastes" Hist.  Mag.,  vol.  ii.  p.  294,  et 
seq.]  They  were  in  frequent  conflict 
with  the  Iroquois  and  generally  suc- 
cessful in  battle  until  the  Iroquois,  ob- 
taining firearms  of  the  Dutch,  gained 
decisive  victories  over  their  hereditary 
foes  and  completely  exterminated  tnem 
from  their  upper  villages,  about  A.  D. 
1680.  Of  their  forty  towns  the  upper- 
most, the  most  populous  and  strongest 
fortified  was  what  the  French  (Stephen 
Brule)  call  the  "town  of  the  Caran- 
touans."  It  was  situated  on  a  high  hill, 
near  the  present  village  of  Waverly,  N. 
Y.,  is  crossed  by  the  line  dividing  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  popularly  called  "Spanish  Hill." 
The  remnants  of  the  palisades  were 
visible  as  late  as  1796,  and  could  be 
traced  several  years  later.  Their  next 
town,  Osculie,  was  on  the  bluff  at  the 
upper  side  of  Sugar  Creek,  just  where 
it  falls  into  the  river.  The  field  in 
which  it  was  situated  has.  from  the 
first  settlement  of  the  country,  been 
known  as  the  Old  Fort  Lot. 

The  third  Andaste  town  was  Oahon- 
toto,  signifying  "where  there  is  an  is- 
land," or  the  "Island  Town.""  In  their 
language  the  river  was  called  Gahonto 
Gharunda,  meaning  the  "Island  River." 
This  town  was  situated  on  the  bluff 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Wyalusing 
Creek,  at  its  junction  with  the  river. 
Both  .the  canal  and  the  railroad  have 
cut  through  the  site  of  the  village  and 
cross  the  lines  of  its  circumavallation. 

The  fourth  town  was  Onachsae,  sig- 
nifying a  cave,  on  the  bluff  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Meshoppen  Creek,  at  its 
junction  with  the  river.  The  site  of 
the  town  has  been  nearly  destroyed  by 
the  stone  quarries,  and  the  refuse  has 
well  nigh  obliterated  the  "cave"  which 
gave  the  town  its  name. 

Great  similarity  in  the  topography  of 
these  towns  will  be  noticed:  Each  was 
located  on  a  bluff  at  the  junction  of  a 
large  creek  with  the  river.  This  was 
especially  for  two  reasons:  They  were 
more  easily  protected  by  palisades,  and 
as  flfh  and  river  clams  formed  a  con- 
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Biderable  part  of  the  diet  of  these  In- 
dians, the  source  of  supply  was  near 
at  hand.  In  fact  large  heaps  of  fresh 
water  clam  shells  mark  the  location  of 
the  "offal  gate"  of  every  Andaste  town 
I  have  ever  visited. 

The  exigencies  of  the  Moravian  Mis- 
sion work  among  the  Indians  made  a 
conference  with  the  Great  Council  at 
Onondaga  necessary.  Accordingly  in 
May,  1760,  Bishop  Cammerhoff  and 
David  Zeisberger  set  out  from  Bethle- 
hem for  Wyoming,  intending  to  make 
the  journey  from  there  mostly  by 
water.  They  had  for  their  guide  and 
protector  a  Cayuga  chieftain  named 
Haholschawngua,  whose  family,  con- 
sisting of  his  wife  and  his  son,  aged  14 
years,  and  his  daughter,  aged  4  years, 
accompanied  him. 

The  party  set  out  from  Wyoming  on 
Thursday,  the  21st  day  of  May.  They 
reached  Onachsae  on  the  evening  of 
the  4th  of  June,  and  accepted  the  hos- 
pitality of  some  Delaware  Indians  for 
the  night.  On  account  of  bad  weather 
they  reached  only  present  Skinner's 
Eddy  on  the  evening  of  the  5th.  The 
next  morning  they  got  early  on  their 
journey.  During  the  day  they  passed 
"Wyalusing  Palls,"  which  they  de- 
scribed as  "a  dangerous  cataract  ex- 
tending across  the  whole  Susquehanna. 
The  water  fall  down. as  from  a  moun- 
tain and  makes  the  current  very 
rapid."  The  diary  of  this  day  con- 
tinues: "On  proceeding  we  came  to  a 
place  called  Gahontoto  by  the  Indians. 
It  is  said  to  be  the  site  of  an  ancient 
Indian  city  where  a  peculiar  nation 
lived.  The  inhabitants  were  neither 
Delawares  nor  Aquanoschioni  (Iro- 
quois), but  had  a  language  of  their  own 
and  were  called  Tehotitachse.  [Query 
—Is  not  this  but  another  form  of  the 
word  the  French  call  Andaste?]  We 
could  still  notice  a  few  traces  of  this 
place  in  the  old  ruined  corn  fields  near. 
The  Five  Nations  went  to  war  against 
them,  and  Anally  completely  extirpated 
them.  The  Cayugas  had  many  persons 
who  remained  among  them,  but  there 
exists  nothing  more  of  their  nation  and 
language.  The  Cayugas  told  us  that 
these  things  had  taken  place  before 
the  Indians  had  any  guns,  and  still 
went  to  war  with  bows  and  arrows." 

This  account,  while  doubtless  sub- 
stantially correct,  is  somewhat  colored 
to  indicate  the  superior  prowess  of  the 
Cayugas. 

After  the  late  Bishop  de  Schweinitz 
of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  called  my  attention 
to  this  diary,  I  spent  considerable  time 
in  searching  for  thf  evidences  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


20  Vol,  /J 

exact  location  of  the  town.  The  one 
that  seemed  most  favorable  was  the 
point  of  the  ridge  near  where  J.  B. 
Stalford's  dwelling:  house  formerly 
stood.  Near  by  were  still  the  marks 
of  the  pits  where  their  com  was  buried, 
but  no  marks  of  a  palisade.  €kn.  John 
S.  Clark  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  who  was  an 
expert  in  locating  Indian  towns,  spent 
a  couple  of  days  with  me  at  Wyalus- 
iniir.  favored  the  location  on  the  Stal- 
ford  farm;  yet  the  evidence  was  far 
from  satisfactory.  In  1882  John  Car- 
mody  was  living  in  the  old  lock  house 
where  Mr.  Stack  now  lives,  and  had 
planted  a  small  field  next  the  river 
with  potatoes,  and  had  buried  a  part  of 
the  crop  in  the  field  where  they  grew. 
He  dug  the  pit  just  on  the  edge  of  ^n 
enormous  heap  of  clam  shells.  In 
March,  1888,  I  was  walking  along  the 
high  bank  on  the  north  side  of  the 
old  canal,  when  something  attracted 
my  attention  toward  the  river,  and  I 
saw  the  shells  glittering  in  the  sun- 
light. This  settled  the  question.  Here 
was  the  Gahontoto.  The  island  which 
gave  name  to  the  village  and  where 
Zeisberger  saw  the  ruined  corn  fields 
still  exists,  here  was  the  bluff  at  the 
Junction  of  two  streams,  and  more  than 
all.  here  was  the  refuse  of  the  food 
on  which  the  inhabitants  had  subsisted. 
The  site  of  the  Qahontoto  was  settled. 
The  location  of  the  offal  gate  being 
known  several  points  in  the  surround- 
ing palisade  could  be  traced.  The  lines 
included  a  strip  of  land  north  of  the 
«uck,  the  spring  at  the  lower  gate,  the 
lock  house  and  down  to  the  river.  The 
natural  surface  was  greatly  changed 
when  the  canal  was  dug  through  the 
hill  and  the  dirt  wheeled  out  upon  the 
banks  covering  them  several  feet  in 
thickness;  afterward  the  L.  V.  R.  R. 
cut  through  the  hill  in  another  direc- 
tion and  subsequently  dug  away  much 
of  the  site  of  the  old  village.  Prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War  a  man  by  thf 
name  of  James  Porsyth  built  a  house 
on  the  site  of  Qahontoto  and  lived 
there  several  years;  after  the  war,  the 
Terrys  lived  here  for  a  couple  of  years. 
Here  Jonathan  Terry's  daughter  Mary 
was  bom.  The  place  was  included  in 
the  thousand-acre  lot  purchased  by 
Justus  Qaylord,  north  of  the  Wyalqs- 
ing  Creek  and  east  of  the  Susquehanna 
River.  It  is  now  owned  by  the  Lehigh 
Valley  R.  R.  Co. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  one  will 
be  suflldently  interested  to  preserve 
the  stone  implements  found  in  'that 
neighborhood.  They  are  the  only  rem- 
nants of  a  dead  and  nearly  forgotten 
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race,  and  as  each  Indian  nation  had  Ita 
peculiar  pattern  of  flint  implements, 
they  have  an  archeolofflcal  as  well  as 
an  antiquarian  value.  Would  it  not 
be  practicable  to  have  such  a  collec- 
tion deposited  in  the  new  library  build- 
ing? 


SKETCH  OF  ASA  PACKER. 

[Daily  Record.  Feb.  19,  1904.] 

In  his  "old  time  notes  of  Pennsyl- 
vania*' Col.  A.  K.  McCIue  writes  thus 
of  Asa  Packer.  In  the  Philadelphia 
Press: 

Asa  Packer  was  bom  at  Croton, 
Conn.,  Dec.  29,  1808,  and  received  only 
the  very  ordinary  rural  school  educa- 
tion of  that  time.  When  16  years  of 
age  he  Journeyed  westward  to  Susque- 
hanna County,  many  of  whose  residents 
were  from  "the  land  of  steady  habits," 
and  his  entire  worldly  possessions  were 
tied  up  in  a  bandanna  handkerchief. 

He  flrst  apprenticed  himself  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade,  but  he  was  a 
close  and  intelllflrent  observer,  tireless 
in  industry,  and  he  was  among  the  flrst 
to  appreciate  the  possibilities  in  devel- 
oping the  wealth  of  the  Iron  and  coal 
of  that  region.  In  1832  he  settled  at 
Mauch  Chunk  and  soon  became  Inter- 
ested in  the  development  of  coal  lands, 
and  that  necessarily  led  to  the  develop- 
ment of  means  for  getting  the  coal  to 
market.  Early  In  the  flfties  he  con- 
ceived the  scheme  of  constructing  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and  he  devoted 
many  years  of  the  most  exhaustive 
labor,  and  often  under  the  severest  pos- 
sible strain,  to  consummate  that  great 
enterprise. 

I  remember  meeting  him  many  times 
at  the  Merchants'  Hotel  In  this  city 
^Philadelphia)  after  the  financial  re- 
vulsion of  1857,  when  he  was  harrassed 
almost  beyond  endurance  by  the  dlf- 
flculties  he  encountered  in  maintain- 
ing the  credit  to  prosecute  his  pet  en- 
terprises. 

Few  men  could  have  maintained  the 
contest  he  did  under  the  severest  dis- 
couragements, but  he  was  resolute  in 
purpose,  and  I  heard  him  even  In  the 
darkest  days  of  his  flnanclal  troubles 
predict  that  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road, when  completed,  and  Its  resources 
under  fair  ^development,  would  be  the 
most  successful  railroad  enterprise  in 
the  State,  and  he  lived  to  see  the  ful- 
flUment  of  even  his  wildest  dreams. 
For  fully  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
L»ehigh  Valley  Railroad  stood  first 
among  all  the  railroad*  of   thii  8Uta 
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In  point  of  credit.  It  was  regarded  as 
one  railroad  enterprise  that  must  ever 
maintain  a  high  measure  of  prosperity. 

I  met  Mr.  Packer  frequently  before  I 
became  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  and 
thereafter  I  spent  many  evenings  with 
him-  at  his  home  on  Snruce  street,  above 
Ninth.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  pres- 
ence, with  a  finely  chiseled  face  that 
was  almost  a  stranger  to  visible  emo- 
tion, and  he  was  severely  quiet  and  un- 
assuming in  conversation.  He  and  his 
devoted  wife,  who  had  married  the  car- 
penter of  the  Lehigh  Valley,  never 
changed  their  simple  tastes  when  they 
had  millions  to  expend  for  luxuries. 
She  continued  to  the  end  of  her  days  to 
knit  her  stockings,  to  fashion  many  of 
her  own  garments,  and  It  was  with 
great  difllculty  that  she  could  be  per- 
suaded to  ride  in  her  own  carriage. 
They  both  loved  the  quiet  of  their  home 
and  were  sternly  severe  to  ostentatious 
display. 

He  had  been  somewhat  in  politics*  but 
it  was  not  to  his  taste.  Political  honors 
were  thrust  upon  him  rather  than 
sought  by  him.  He  served  in  the  legis- 
lature, was  twice  elected  to  Congress, 
and  in  1868  had  the  unanimous  vote  of 
Pennsylvania  for  the  Democratic  nom- 
ination for  President.  In  1869.  without 
seeking  or  desiring  It,  he  was  nomi- 
nated as  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
governor  against  Governor  Geary,  then 
a  candidate  for  reelection.  It  was  the 
first  year  of  the  negro  suffrage,  and 
Philadelphia  elections  were  then  run 
quite  as  recklessly  as  they  are  now, 
and  a  vigorous  and  powerful  Demo- 
cratic organization  was  maintained 
with  variations  In  ballot  corrupting 
methods  quite  equal  to  those  of  the 
Republicans. 

The  majority  returned  for  Gteary  over 
Packer  in  the  State  was  4,596.  and  more 
than  that  majority  had  been  given  to 
Geary  in  Philadelphia.  Packer's  friends 
believed,  and  they  certainlv  had  plausi- 
ble grounds  for  the  belief,  that  their 
candidate  had  carried  a  majority  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia.  Negro  suffrage 
was  very  odious,  and  Geary  was  at 
variance  with  a  considerable  element 
of  his  own  party.  A  senatorial  contest 
in  which  Mr.  Diamond,  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  senator,  contested  the 
seat  of  Mr.  Watts,  who  was  returned 
as  elected,  exhibited  the  most  fiagrant 
frauds  by  changing  returns  even  after 
they  had  been  computed  and  certified, 
but  the  partisan  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate sustained  the  candidate  in  political 
sympathy  with  it,  and  the  legislature 
being  largely  Republican,  a  contest  by 
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Packer  for  the  gubernatorial  chair  was 
regarded  as  utterly  hopeleae. 

Mr.  Packer  was  a  man  of  unflafiTflrinir 
energy.  He  had  no  taste  for  society, 
indeed  all  formal  social  duties  were  ex- 
tremely irksome  to  him.  His  grreatest 
pleasure  was  to  have  three  friends  Join 
him  in  the  eveningr  at  his  Philadelphia 
residence,  play  euchre  until  about  half 
past  ten.  and  then  join  him  in  a  drink 
of  good  old  rye  and  adjourn.  I  fre- 
quently tarried  with  him  at  his  own 
request  after  others  had  gone,  and 
heard  him  talk  when  his  heart  was  on 
his  sleeve.  He  then  regarded  himself 
as  worth  about  $14,000,000  and  I  never 
knew  a  man  to  agonize  as  he  did  about 
the  peril  of  large  fortune  to  a  family. 
He  feared  that  his  many  millions 
would  unfit  his  children  for  usefulness 
and  true  enjoyment  of  life,  and  it  was 
this  apprehension  that  made  him  en- 
tail his  estate  at  the  death  of  his  chil- 
dren without  issue  to  the  Liehigh  Uni- 
versity. 

After  his  death  his  two  sons  were 
not  long  in  following  him  across  the 
dark  river,  and  both  died  childless.  One 
daughter  had  married  an  estimable 
gentleman,  and  specific  bequests  were 
made  to  her  and  her  children,  leavinc: 
them  without  interest  In  the  residuary 
estate,  and  the  other  daughter  married 
some  years  after  his  death,  is  also 
childless  '^nd  is  now  well  advanced  in 
years,  so  that  the  last  of  the  Packer 
estate  must  soon  at  the  latest  revert  to 
his  favorite  university. 

Fortunately  Mr.  Packer  passed  away 
before  financial  reverses  overtook  his 
great  railroad  organisation. 


SKETCH  OF  0.  E.  LATHROP. 

[Daily  Record.  Feb.  16.  1904.] 
Probably  one  of  the  oldest  news- 
paper men  in  the  State  who  is  still  in 
harness  is  Mr.  C.  E.  Lathrop,  proprie- 
tor and  managing  editor  of  the  Car- 
bondale  Leader,  which  is  now  in  Its 
thirty-second  year.  Mr.  Lathrop  is 
now  about  77  years  of  age  and  he  is 
still  hale  and  hearty  and  may  be  founH 
at  his  desk  every  day  doing  his  share 
of  the  work. 

Mr.  Lathrop  has  had  a  most  varied 
eacperience  as  a  newspaper  man.  He 
learned  the  printing  trade  with  P.  S. 
Joslin,  who  was  then  publishing  the 
Carbondale  Qacette,  and  while  a^ 
Wilkes-Barre  as  a  witness  In  court,  in 
1847.  he  called  at  the  oflllce  of  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Advocate,  which  was 
then  published  by  Sharpe  D.  I>wlf,  t% 
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see  Mr.  Lewis's  son,  who  was  a  friend 
of  young  Latbrop's.  While  there  he 
got  into  conversation  with  Mr.  Lewis, 
who  had  recently  been  elected  treas- 
urer of  Lucerne  County,  and  who  was 
about  .to  assume  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice, and  after  a  short  talk  with  Lath- 
rop  he  engaged  him  to  take  charge  of 
the  Advocate,  as  his  duties  as  «^reas- 
urer  would  prevent  him  from  aevoting 
the  necessary  time  to  the  naper.  In 
looking  around  for  a  place  to  board,  it 
was  suggested  to  young  Lathrop  that 
he  see  the  Butler  Dilley  family,  and 
going  there  he  was  met  at  the  door  by 
Miss  Charlotte  Dilley.  and  after  talk- 
ing the  matter  over  with  tne  family, 
they  agreed  to  take  him  in,  and  he  not 
only  found  Tt  a  pleasant  and  congenial 
home,  but  he  also  found  his  wife  there, 
for  he  married  the  very  girl  who  met 
him  at  the  door  when  he  first  called. 

He  remained  in  charge  of  the  Advo- 
cate for  about  a  year,  when  he  was 
urged  by  friends  to  go  to  Tunkhannock 
and  take  charge  of  the  Wyoming 
County  Whig.  This  he  agreed  to  do  if 
they  would  secure  for  him  the  position 
of  postmaster  there.  This  was  done 
and  for  four  years  he  was  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  paper  and  postmaster. 
When  his  term  as  postmaster  expired, 
friends  Induced  him  to  go  to  Scranton, 
and  he  went  there  and  started  the 
Lackawanna  Herald,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  four  years. 

In  1857  he  got  the  Western  fever  and 
went  to  Independence,  Iowa,  where  he 
began  the  practice  of  law,  having  been 
studying  all  these  year?  to  fit  himself 
for  the  bar,  but  again  he  was  lured 
back  into  the  newspaper  profession. 
It  was  in  April  that  he  arrived  in  In- 
dependence, and  he  at  once  became 
prominent  in  politics,  so  prominent,  in 
fact,  that  during  the  same  summer  he 
was  elected  delegate  to  the  State  con- 
vention and  cast  the  whole  seven  votes 
of  his  county  for  the  favorite  candidate 
for  governor. 

He  made  many  influential  friends 
while  in  the  West,  and  through  their 
influence  he  later  secured  a  position  in 
the  Navy  Department  at  Washington 
as  clerk  and  his  promition  there  was 
rapid  and  he  soon  became  naval  store- 
keeper, which  position  he  held  for  three 
years.  When  Andrew  Johnson  became 
President,  Mr.  Lathrop,  not  being  in 
sympathy  with  his  views  or  policy, 
was  requested  to  resign,  which  he  did 
rather  than  support  the  administration. 
He  then  went  Into  the  government 
printing  office,  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
departments,  where  he  remained  until 
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by  reason  of  111  health  he  was  com- 
pelled to  reslfim. 

He  then  made  arrangements  with  O. 
M.  Richart  to  purchase  the  Plttston 
Gasette  and  was  all  ready  to  carry  out 
the  deal  when  he  was  urgently  re- 
quested by  his  brother*  the  late  Judge 
Lathrop.  to  return  to  Carbondale  and 
take  up  the  practice  of  law,  which  he 
finally  did.  However,  the  newspaper 
instinct  was  too  strong  for  him  to  re- 
sist and  he  and  his  son  Dwight  pur- 
chased the  Carbondale  Leader,  which 
was  then  run  down,  and  they  began  the 
work  of  building  it  up  and  soon  had  it 
on  a  firm  foundation.  His  son.  who 
was  an  exceptionally  progressive  man, 
died  some  years  ago,  and  another  son, 
E.  D.  Lathrop,  has  since  been  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  publication  of 
the  paper.  The  Leader  is  published 
every  evening  and  is  one  of  the  best 
local  papers  that  comes  to  this  offlce. 

P.  S.  Joslin,  with  whom  Mr.  Lathrop 
learned  the  printing  trade,  is  now 
about  87  years  of  age  and  still  llv*s  in 
Carbondale,  where  he  is  respected  a^d 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


SOME    INDIAN    HISTORY. 

[Daily  Record,  Feb.  23.  1904.] 
TFor  the  Record.] 

By  an  article  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  D. 
Craft,  the  historian,  it  seems  that  from 
time  immemorial  to  a  rather  recent 
period— presuiTiably  250  to  300  years 
ago,  the  upper  Suaquehanna  Val- 
ley was  occupied  by  a  powerful  and 
warlike  nation  of  the  Huron-Iroquois 
family.  The  nation  was  composed  of 
ten  tribes,  who  occupied  forty  pallisad- 
f»d  villages,  which  were  generally  lo- 
cated on  a  bluff  along  the  river,  the 
waters  of  which  largely  supplied  the 
Indians  with  food— clams  and  flsh.  One 
of  these  villages  was  at  Spanish  Hill, 
that  unique  formation  near  Waverly, 
N.  Y ,  the  origin  of  which  has  long 
been  a  matter  rf  conjecture  with  both 
historian?  and  ?;eoiogists  The  hill— a 
natural  place  of  defense — stood  these 
Indians  well,  affording  them,  as  it  did, 
protection  and  safety  from  the  attacks 
of  their  enemies. 

The  next  village  was  on  the  bluff 
at  the  upper  side  of  Sugar  Creek,  at 
its  mouth  near  T':)wanda.  Anothei^- 
Gahontoto — was  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Wyalusing  Creek  at  its  Junction 
with  the  river.  Undoubtable  proof  of 
the  exiptence  of  thia  town  has  been 
furnished  by  the  finding- a  few  years 
ago— of  A  large  deposit  <>t  river  clam 
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shells,  which  were  evidently  left  there 
by  these  early  ahorlffines.  Also  arrow 
heads  and  stone  implements  have  been 
found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
site  of  the  village. 

At  a  later  period— say  140  years  ago 
—there  exls-ted  another  Indian  village 
— Friedenrtiuetten— two  miles  below  the 
bluff  on  which  Oahontoto  stood.  Pried- 
enshuetten  was  occupied  by  a  small 
tribe  of  Delawares,  who  vere  convert- 
ed through  the  effortp  of  Moravian 
missionaries,  that  noted  divine.  David 
Zeisberger,  having  labored  among 
them.  A  monument  erected  by  the 
Moravians  about  thirty  years  ago 
marks  the  site  of  this  town,  the  shaft, 
a  modest  affair,  being  near  the  tracks 
of  the  IJehigh  Valley  road. 

Another  village  of  the  Huron-Iroquois 
— the  early  occupants  of  the  valley- 
was  at  a  bluff  on  the  north  side  of 
Meshoppen  ^'^eek  at  its  conflunce  with 
the  Susquehanna,  the  site  of  this  town 
having  been  entirely  obliterated. 

At  an  early  time  the  powerful  Five 
Nations  warred  with  the  barricaded 
Huron-Iroquois,  fln&lly  so  reducing 
them  that  the  strong  nation  practically 
became  extinct,  there  being  left  to  tell 
of  their  existence  nothing  but  the  faint 
and  indistinct  traces  of  their  palisaded 
villages,  a  stray  piece  of  pottery,  an 
isolated  stone  knife  and  an  occasional 
arrowhead.  S. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  OTIS  AVERY. 

[Daily  Record,  Feb.  24.  1904.] 
In  Honeedale  on  Monday  night  occurred 
the  death  of  Dr.  Otis  Avery  at  the  age  of 
96  years.  He  was  a  citizen  of  consider- 
able prominence  and  served  in  the  legis- 
lature and  as  an  associate  judge  in  Wayne 
County. 

Dr.  Avery  took  quite  an  interest  in  the 
dental  societies,  being  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Susquehanna  Dental  Associa- 
tion which  has  often  held  its  meetings  in 
Wilkes-Barre.  His  last  appearance  among 
his  professional  brethren  was  at  Carbon- 
dale  about  six  years  ago,  where  he  read 
an  mteresting  and  instructive  paper.  The 
same  was  published  at  that  time,  to- 
gether with  the  author's  portrait,  in  the 
International  Dental  Journal.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  Susquehanr^a  Society  at  its 
yearly  meetings  to  send  a  congratulatory 
telogram  to  Dr.  Avery,  and  he  always 
sent  an  immediate  reply.  The  reply  which 
he  sent  when  the  society  met  in  Wilkes- 
Barre  two  years  ago  made  a  great  im- 
pression, as  the  secretary  read  the  same. 
It  read:  "Thanks  for  congratulations;  it 
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adds  a  deeper  grlow  to  the  radiance  of  my 
setting  «un." 

He  "was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
brother  practitioners,  and  the  local  so- 
ciety which  met  last  night  at  Dr.  Beck's 
office,  appointed  a  committee  to  draft 
suitable  resolutions  to  send  to  his  son, 
who  resides  at  Bethany. 

He  was  also  an  inventor  of  note,  hav- 
ing invented  a  sewing  machine  back  in 
18G0  which  he  later  sold  the  rights  of  to  a 
ppxty  of  London  capitalists  and  Etoperor 
Liouls  Napoleon  of  France.  He  also  In- 
vented many  dental  Instrunoents  and  for 
many  years  worked  to  perfect  a  type- 
setting machine.  The  old  model  is  yet 
in  the  famlly'0  possession,  and  is  much 
the  same  as  the  linotypes  of  to-day. 

At  the  tlm«  of  his  death  he  claimed  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  man  living 
who  rode  on  the  first  locomotive  run  in 
America.  Dr.  Avery  was  probably  the 
oldest  practicing  dentist  in  America  at 
the  time  of  his  retirement  a  year  and  a 
half  ago  at  the  age  of  96. 

Dr.  Avery  tfettled  in  Wayne  County 
jmuese  than  three-quarters  of  a  century 
ago.  He  saw  the  country  to  the  north  of 
the  MoosicB  grow  from  almost  a  prlme%'al 
forest  to  a  great  agricultural  centre  and 
was  an  active  citizen  in  the  old  days  of 
Honesdale'8  prosperity  as  the  great  tan- 
nery mart  of  the  country. 

For  many  years  he  was  the  only  dentist 
in  all  that  territory  from  Utlca,  N.  Y..  to 
Honesdale,  having  his  headquarters  at 
Bethany,  then  the  county  seat  of  Wayne 
County,  and  traveled  over  that  vast  ter- 
ritory on  horseback  attending  to  his 
practice. 

Be  was  bom  in  Bridgewater,  Oneonta 
County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  1»,  1808.  four  years 
before  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  1812, 
and  learned  the  silversmith  and  watch- 
making trade.  In  1827  he  settled  In  Beth- 
any, then  the  county  seat  of  Wayne 
County,  and  established  a  repair  shop. 
Later  he  moved  to  New  Berlin,  N.  Y., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade. 

Always  ambitious  and  of  a  studious 
turn  of  mind,  he  desired  to  fit  himself 
for  a  profession  and  decided  to  study 
dentisty.  Going  to  New  York  he  entered 
the  otflce  of  Dr.  D.  C.  Ambler,  at  that 
time  one  of  the  best  known  dentists  In 
the  metropolis.  In  1833  he  received  his 
certificate,  entitling  him  to  practice  his 
profession. 

Returning  to  the  field  of  his  former 
labors  he  pursued  his  calling  and  traveled 
over  the  territory  above  mentioned.  In 
1899  he  located  permanently  in  Bethany, 
where  he  practiced  during  the  summer 
months,  going  to  Columbia,  B.  C,  for  the 
winter.     For  t«n  years  he  did   this   and 
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then  located  in  New  Tork  Olty,  where 
he  opened  up  an  office. 

He  returned  to  Honesdale  in  1869  and 
continued  there  until  hia  retirement  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  at  the  age  of  96  years. 

In  1866  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Lieg- 
islature  to  represent  Wayne  County.  In 
politics  he  was  an  Independent.  Gover- 
nor Geary  appointed  him  an  associate 
ludge  in  Wayne  in  1871  and  the  following 
year  he  was  elected  for  a  term  of  five 
years  after  one  of  the  bitterest  contests 
in  the  history  of  the  old  county. 


TH^  STARK  FAMILY. 

[Dally  Record,  March  1,  1904.] 

David  Scott  Stark,  son  of  James 
Stark  and  Mary  Wagner  Stark,  was 
bom  at  the  old  homestead  in  old 
Wilkes-Barre.  now  Plains  township, 
and  died  in  Wilkes -Barre  February 
23,  1904.  James  Stark  was  the 
father  of  fourteen  children  by  three 
wives.  Mrs.  Sarah  Benedict,  the 
eldest,  is  still  living,  aged  upwards  of 
90.  Also  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Shoemaker, 
half  sister,  over  80  years;  Mrs.  Hattie 
M.  Conrad  of  West  Pittston,  and  Will- 
iam S.  Stark  of  Plainsville,  sister  and 
brother  of  the  deceased,  survive. 

Quoting  from  Miner's  History  of  Wy- 
oming, Mr.  Miner  says  of  the  Stark 
family  "In  upper  Wllkes-Barre,  near- 
ly a  mile  from  the  Pittston  line,  north- 
westerly, or  towards  the  river  from  the 
road,  is  an  ancient  family  burying 
ground  where  repose  side  by  side 
Christopher,  James  and  Henry  Stark. 
The  father,  grandfather  and  great 
grandfather  of  James  and  John  Stark, 
Esq.,  now  residing  upon  the  patrimon- 
ial property.  It  is  a  remarkable  case. 
James  Stark,  aged  about  50  (father  of 
the  late  David  Scott),  can  point  to  the 
grave  of  his  progenitor  three  genera- 
tions back. 

(Cols.  Butler  and  Dennison,  the  very 
first  settlers,  have  children  living  not 
older  than  James  Stark.) 

It  is  doubted  If  another  instance  ex- 
ists in  old  Westmoreland  of  a  person 
now  (1845)  half  a  century  old  who»e 
great-grandfather  was  buried  here. 
Christopher  must  have  been  a  very 
aged  man  when,  in  1771,  he  came  with 
his  children  to  the  valley.  Both  he  and 
his  son  James  died  before  the  battle; 
the  former  by  natural  death  and  the 
latter  fell  a  victim  to  the  smallpox 
when  it  prevailed  in  1777.  Two  of  the 
name,  Aaron  and  James,  are  on  the 
town  Uit  of  inbabltAoti,  177S.    Aaron 
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sold  bis  right  to  his  brother  James  and 
removed  to  another  part  of  the  valley. 

The  family  was  originally  from  New 
England,  three  brothers  having  at  an 
early  period  immigrated  from  England. 
The  glorious  old  hero  of  Bennington, 
who,  by  capturing  the  Hessians,  broke 
the  power  of  Burgoyne,  was  a  descend- 
ant of  one  of  those  brothers,  and  of 
course  a  relative  of  the  Wtlkes-Barre 
family.  Nor  was  the  patriotic  spirit 
confined  to  the  New  Hampshire  branch. 
On  the  enlistment  of  the  independent 
companies  of  Durkee  and  Ransom, 
James  Stark,  son  of  James  and  brother 
of  Henry  (whose  burial  place  we  have 
designated),  Joined  the  army  and 
marched  to  meet  the  enemy.  In  the 
battle  were  three  of  the  name,  Daniel, 
Aaron  and  James;  the  latter  only  es- 
caped, Daniel  and  Aaron  fell.  The 
record  shows  their  courage  and  devo- 
tion to  their  country's  liberty,  and  that 
two  of  them  laid  down  their  lives  in 
the  sacred  cause.  A  portion  of  the« 
family,  after  the  war,  settled  on  the 
Tunkhannock.  which  Is  supposed  to 
derive  its  origin  from  Daniel.  Mr.  John 
D.  Stark  of  Pittston  is  a  grandson  of 
Aaron,  who  was  slain. 

The  fir«t,  and  for  many  years,  the 
largest  and  best  frame  houee  in  upper 
Wilkes-Barre  belonged  to  the  Stark 
family.  (Lawrence  Myers  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  cousin  of  David  Scott  Stark, 
was  bom  in  the  above  house).  Painted 
red,  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  sit- 
uate on  the  rise  from  the  river,  com- 
manding a  pleasajit  prospect  of  the 
Susquehanna  and  the  large  meadows, 
it  was  quite  an  object  in  old  times,  of 
curiosity  and  attraction. 

The  Wilkes-Barre  branch  retained 
the  homestead,  increased  by  purchase 
and  improved  by  cultivation.  The 
property  has  become  more  valuable 
than  the  fondest  imaginations  of  their 
fathers  ever  conceived  of  by  fine  de- 
posits of  anthracite  coal  discovered  en 
the  land,  easy  of  access,  mines  being 
already  opened.  Moreover,  the  canal 
passes  mofe  than  half  a  mile  throueh 
the  original  plantation. 

It  may  well  be  a  sul^Ject  of  family 
pride  that  the  two  brothers  of  whom 
we  speak.  James  and  John,  have  al- 
most, time  out  of  inJnd.  one  or  the 
other,  been  magistrates  in  upper 
Wilkes-Barre.  dispensing  Justice  among 
their  rural  neighbors.  To  their  great 
credit,  be  it  also  recorded,  that  they 
have  ever  discouAtenanced  unnecessary 
litigation,  and  be^-n  more  solicitous  to 
present  harmony  than  to  multiply  fee 
bills.     It  is  but  a  Just  compliment  to 
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James  Stark  to  jjay  that  the  neighbor- 
hood and  surrounding  country  are  In- 
debted to  him  for  spirited  and  un- 
wearied exertions  to  Introduce  and  cul- 
tivate every  variety  of  choice  fruit, 
apples,  pears.  The  delicious  sickle 
pear  is  the  result  of  his  labors. 
Had  his  liberal  and  untiring 
?J[?r^5  .  }^^^  properly  seconded. 
Philadelphia  would  not  have  boast- 
ed liner  fruit  than  Wyoming.  We  can- 
not but  regard  the  man  who,  with  In- 
austry  and  care,  establishes  a  nursery 
casts  at  home  and  abroad  for  the  finest 
sorts  engrafting  and  teaching  his 
n**lghbors  to  engraft,  thus  contributing 
to  the  general  health  and  pleasure  as 
a  public  benefactor. 
■  ^  ■ 

P08T0FFICE  REMINISCENCES. 

[Dally  Record,  March  12.  1904.] 
The  WUkes-Barre  postofllce  has  at 
last  found  a  permanent  home  in  the 
new  federal  building,  especially  erect- 
ed for  ite  habitation,  at  the  corner  of 
South  and  South  Main  streets,  and 
Byron  G.  Hahn  has  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  postmaster  to  occupy  the  new 
building. 

During  the  110  years  of  its  exlBtence 
in  this  city  the  postofllce  has  been 
moved  about  from  place  to  place,  and 
Its  location  has  been  changed  almoet  as 
often  as  has  the  postmasters  who  have 
presided  over  its  destiny,  but  now  Its 
wanderings  have  ceased,  and  It  has  at 
last  a  local  habitation  as  well  as  a 
name. 

Wllkes-Barre's  first  postmaster  was 
Lord  Butler,  who  was  appointed  in 
1794,  and  the  ofllce  was  then  located 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Judge 
Woodward's  residence,  at  the  corner 
of  Northampton  and  River  streets. 

From  1801  to  1804  John  Hollenback,  a 
brother  of  Matthias  Hollenback.  wao 
the  postmaster,  and  the  ofllce  was  at 
his  residence  on  Main  street. 

£>zekiel  Hyde  succeeded  Mr.  Hollen- 
back, he  being  appointed  by  President 
Jefferson  in  1805.  He  served  only  a 
few  months,  dying  that  same  year.  The 
postofllce  under  his  administration  wa« 
kept  at  the  corner  of  Market  and 
Franklin  streets. 

From  1805  to  1808  Jonathan  Hancock 
was  In  charge  of  the  ofllce,  which  was 
located  on  the  present  site  of  the  Ben- 
nett building,  corner  of  Public  Square 
and  North  Main  street. 

In  1808  Jacob  Cist  received  the  ap- 
pointment, and  he  held  the  position 
until  1825.     The  location  was  on     the 
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site  now  occupied  by  the  MoCIlntock 
residence  on  River  street,  below  the 
Valley  Hotel. 

Following  Mr.  Clet  came  Andrew 
Beaumont,  who  was  appointed  In  1826 
and  served  until  1832,  when  he  was 
elected  to  Consrress.  The  office  was 
then  located  where  the  store  of  W.  M. 
Miller  A  Co.  now  stands  on  West 
Market  street. 

The  seventh  postmaster  was  Gen. 
William  Ross,  who  was  appointed  by 
President  Jackson  In  1832,  and  served 
until  1835,  the  office  being  located  on 
South  Main  street,  where  Lasarus 
Bros.'  store  now  stands. 

Following  Mr.  Ross  came  Daniel  Col- 
lins, who  held  the  office  from  1835  to 
1841.  The  office  was  located  in  his 
jewelry  store  on  the  Square,  where 
Featherston's  restaurant  now  stands. 

Annlng  O.  Chahoon  succeeded  Mr. 
Collins,  and  he  held  the  office  from  1841 
to  1843,  which  was  located  on  the  east 
side  of  Public  Square,  where  Helstand's 
billiard  parlors  now  are. 

The  tenth  postmaster  was  Joseph  P. 
LeClerc,  who  served  in  1843  and  until 
1845.  having  the  office  in  his  store  on 
Public  Square  about  where  Burna- 
ford's  store  now  is. 

Eleaxer  Blackman  Collings  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Polk  in  1845  and 
served  until  1849,  and  kept  the  office 
where  his  predecessor  had  located  it. 

In  1849  Mr.  Collings  was  succeeded 
by  Steut>en  Butler,  who  officiated  until 
1863.  The  office  was  then  located  where 
Mr.  Shupp's  Jewelry  store  now  stands 
on  West  Market  street. 

Following  Mr.  Butler  came  John 
Reichard,  who  was  appointed  in  1853 
and  served  nearly  two  years.  The  of- 
fice was  located  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Slquare. 

The  fourteenth  postmaster  was  Jacob 
Sorber,  who  served  until  1858,  when  E. 
B.  Collings  was  again  appointed,  serv- 
ing until  1861. 

From  1861  to  1865  Samuel  M.  Barton 
was  the  official,  and  he  moved  the  of- 
fice to  the  east  side  of  the  Square. 

Following  Mr.  Barton  came  E.  H. 
Chase,  who  was  appointed  in  April, 
1865,  but  was  removed  by  President 
Johnson  In  1866.  Mr.  Chase  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Peter  Pursel.  who  was  post- 
master from  1867  to  1869,  keeping  the 
office  in  the  building  lately  occupied 
by  Hart's  drug  store  on  the  Square. 

In  1869  Stewart  Pearce  was  appoint- 
ed, and  served  until  1877.  The  office 
was  then  located  where  Theis's  insur- 
anet  office  now  is. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32  Vol.  IS 

The  late  Douglass  Smith  was  the 
twentieth  postmaster,  serving:  from 
1877  to  1881.  and  he  moved  the  office  to 
Music  Hall  block. 

Following  Mr.  Smith  came  Albert  S. 
Orr,  who  served  from  1882  until  1885, 
and  it  was  during  his  incumbency  that 
the  carrier  system  wae  introduced  in 
this  city.  ^  ^  ^.     ^ 

Joseph  K.  Bogert  succeeded  Mr.  Orr 
in  1886  and  served  until  his  death  in 
1887.  He  waa  succeeded  by  his  wife, 
Mary  E.  P.  Bogert,  who  served  until 
1892 

In  1892  President  Harrison  appointed 
Louis  B.  Landmeeser,  and  held  the  of- 
fice for  the  full  term  of  four  years. 

In  1896  Mr.  LiSJidmesser  was  suc- 
ceeded by  EMward  P.  Bogert,  who 
served  until  1899,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  D.  A.  Fell,  Jr.,  who  finished 
out  the  term.  ^     ^  ^ 

The  present  postmaster  Is  Byron  G. 
Hahn.  who  was  appointed  in  1900.  It 
was  during  the  administration  of  L. 
B  Landmesser  that  the  postofflce  was 
moved  into  the  building  on  North 
Main  street  opposite  the  Record  office. 

The  above  Is  a  brief  history  of  the 
postofflce  in  this  city  for  the  pa«t  110 
years.  It  may  not  be  absolutely  ac- 
curate, but  it  is  essentially  correct  and 
after  to-day  it  will  have  a  home  of  its 
own  and  while  the  location  may  be  a 
^rmanent  one  yet  as  long  as  there 
are  political  parties,  postmasters  will 
change,  even  as  they  have  changed  in 
the  past. 


RELIC  OF  THE   REVOLUTION. 

[Daily  Record.  March  17,  1904.] 
The  Berwick  Enterprise:  Postmas- 
ter Bowman  was  the  recipient  of  an 
old  Revolutionary  War  commission  as- 
signed to  Robert  Clark,  Mr.  Bowman  s 
mother's  grandfather.  It  was  one  of 
six  commissions  and  this  being  the 
oldest  is  prized  very  highly  by  the 
holder — the  others  were  to  sub-lieu- 
tenant, lieutenant  colonel,  etc. 

Mr.  Bowman  knew  of  the  existence 
of  these  commissions  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  through  the  death  of  a  dis- 
tant relative  at  Harrisburg  a  couple  of 
months  ago,  it  was  made  known  in 
writing,  before  the  death,  that  this 
commission  should  go  Into  the  hands 
of  its  present  holder. 

The  Flying  Camp  was  one  of  the 
earliest  ranger  organizations  of  the 
Revolution,  being  principally  com- 
posed of  Pennsylvania.  Maryland.  Del- 
aware and  New  Jersey  troo|)8.       This 
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same  camp  was  effective  in  holding 
back  the  British  on  the  retreat  of 
Washington  from  Long  Island,  Aug. 
29,  1776,  at  which  time  they  were  near- 
ly annihilated  and  afterward  became 
merged  with  other  regiments. 

Mr.  Bowman  had  the  commission 
framed,  and  following  are  the  words 
therein  contained.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  f  takes  the  place  of  s: 

In  ASSEMBLY. 

Pennfylvania  fs.  Aug.  11th  1776 

To  Robert  Clark  Esquier. 

We  repofing  efpecial  Ti;uft  and  Con- 
fidence in  your  Patriotifm,  Valor,  Con- 
duct and  Fidelity,  DO,  by  thefe  Pref- 
ents  conftitute  and  appoint  you  to  be 
Captain  of  a  Company  of  Foot,  in  a 
Battalion  Raised  in  Liancaster  County 
for  the  Flying  Camp  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  this  Province,  againft  all  hof- 
tile  Enterprises,  and  for  the  Defense 
of  American  Liberty.  You  are  there- 
fore carefully  and  diligently  to  dif- 
charge  the  Duty  of  Captain  as  afore- 
said by  doing  and  performing  all  man- 
ner of  Things  thereunto  belonging. 
And  we  do  ftrictly  charge  and  require 
all  Officers  and  Soldiers,  imder  your 
Command,  to  be  obedient  to  your  or- 
ders as  their  captain.  And  you  are  to 
obferve  and  follow  fuch  orders  and 
Directions,  from  Time  to  Time,  as  you 
fhall  receive  from  the  Affembly  during 
their  sefCions;  and  in  their  Refefs,  and 
from  the  prefent  or  any  future  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  appointed  by  the  Af- 
fembly of  this  Province,  or  from  your 
fuperior  Officer,  according  to  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  the  better  Oov- 
emment  of  the  Military  Affoclation  In 
Pennfylvania,  and  purfuant  to  the 
Truft  repofed  In  you.  This  Conimlf- 
flon  to  continue  in  Force  until  revoked 
by  the  Affembly,  or  by  the  prefent  of 
any  succeeding  Committee  of  Safety. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Affembly. 
John  Morton,  Speaker. 


IN   THE  OLDEN  TIMES. 

[Dally  Record,  March  21,  1904.] 
A  friend  sends  some  Interesting  ex- 
tracts taken  from  a  file  ol  newspapers 
printed  in  Tunkhannock  in  1845.  We 
hear  people  sighing  for  the  good  old 
times,  but  human  nature  seems  to  have 
been  about  the  same  then  as  now.  Judg- 
ing from  the  extracts  given  below: 

"We  have  been  informed  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Hemlock  Township  that 
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there  were  three  more  votes  polled  than 
there  are  voters  In  the  township.  This 
is  the  way  in  which  Pennsylvania  was 
carried  by  Polk." 

"The  Loco  Pocos  employ  none  but  of 
their  own  party  in  the  public  works. 
Every  one  down  to  the  lowest  office  is 
turned  off  if  he  happens  to  be  a  Whig." 

They  seem  to  have  acquired  the  art 
of  abusing  the  President  and  statesmen 
if  they  differed  in  politics,  even  in  those 
early  days.  One  is  reminded  of  the 
yellow  Journals  of  to-day  in  reading  the 
abuses  heaped  upon  the  heads  of  the 
Loco  Focos,  then  in  power. 

We  are  told  that  "the  new  postage 
reform  bill  has  been  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  One  amendment,  fix- 
ing postage  on  letters  over  300  miles  at 
ten  cents,  passed  128  to  74." 

A  Mr.  Quay  was  in  politics,  for  we 
read  that  "the  bill  to  erect  a  new 
county  out  of  parts  of  Lycoming  and 
Bradford,  to  be  called  Sullivan,  was 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Quay  postponed  until 
the  10th  of  March." 

"John  Jacob  Astor  is  now  the  rich- 
est man  on  the  continent,  being  worth 
fully  126,000,000." 

"A  tavern  keener  in  Cumberland 
County  had  his  throat  cut  by  two  men 
from  Harrisburg  because  he  refused  to 
permit  them  to  play  cards  in  his 
house." 

It  seems  odd  to  read  that  "Miss  Susan 
Gates  is  in  Jail,  charged  with  aiding 
the  escape  of  slaves  to  Canada."  and 
that  "The  Ohioans  seized  by  Virginians 
on  Ohio  soil,  on  charge  of  feeding  run- 
away slaves,  are  still  in  Jail  at  Peters- 
burg, Va."  Also  a  long  account  of  a 
battle  between  slaveholders  and  men  of 
the  North,  in  which  two  men  were  kill- 
ed and  a  number  were  wounded,  be- 
cause the  latter  were  trying  to  pro- 
tect slaves  who  had  fled  to  them  for 
refuge. 

It  certainly  was  a  fast  age  when 
"The  Cambria  reached  Boston  via 
Halifax  from  Liverpool  in  11  days  and 
6  hours.  The  quickest  hither  trip  to  be 
found  on  record." 

"The  number  of  letters  mailed  In 
Wilkes-Barre  last  quarter  was  8,022." 

"The  Magnetic  Telegraph  bids  fair 
to  become  a  formidable  rival  to  daily 
newspapers,  to  postofflces  and  to  much 
of  the  travel  for  business." 

A  Philadelphia  paper  claims  that 
"many  recent  fires  are  due  to  careless- 
ness, or  design,  connected  with  the  use 
of  matches,  and  proposes  that  their 
salt  should  be  regulated  by  law,  li- 
censed and  taxed." 
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"A  company  of  100  Tenesseeans  on 
the  way  to  Oregon,  when  a  month  out. 
became  deetitute  of  provisions  and 
broke  up.  Some  pushed  on  and  others 
are  struggling  to  return/* 

"California  is  coming.  There  is  now 
a  fair  prospect  that  we  shall  acquire 
California  by  treaty.  It  is  generally 
admitted  that  we  want  it." 

"The  New  York  Sun  says  that  the 
Magnetic  Telegraph  is  to  be  extended 
from  BcUtimore  to  New  York  ApriL 
1846.*' 

"The  laborers  on  the  Morris  Canal 
have  struck  for  higher  wages.  One 
thousand  better  behaved  laborers  are 
advertised  for." 


Those  indebted  for  Advertising 
or  Subscription  are  requested  to 
call  and  settle  at  once.  We  want 
Tallow  Candles,  and  good  dry 
Wood,  for  use  In  the  OfBce— and 
for  hoDM  consumption.  Most  ar- 
ticles in  the  eating  line.  Grain, 
Apples,  Poultry.  Ldve  Oeese 
Feathers  are  particularly  desired. 
At  present  Cash  Is  most  desired, 
and  ever  finds  a  market. 
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Alpacca,  Alspice  and  Axes. 

Broadcloth,  Buttons  and 
Brooms. 

Cotton  Yarn.  Camphor  and 
Crape. 

Drillings,  Dipper  and  Dung 
Forks. 

Fishhooks,  Flannels  and  Fry- 
ing Pans. 

Ginghams,  Ginger  and  Gin. 

Handkerchiefs,  Hammers  and 
Hats. 

Janes,  Jewsharps  and  Jack- 
knives. 

Laces,  Logwood  and  Lead. 

Madder.  Muslins  and  Molasses. 

Pepper,  Powder  and  Pipes. 

Razors,  Rum  and  Ribbons. 

Soap  Snuff  and  Sugar. 

Tea,  Tobacco  and  Ticking. 

Wadding,  Whalebone  and  Wine. 
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EARLY   WYOMING   VALLEY 
CHURCHES. 

[Dally  Record,  March  23,  1904.] 

At  the  Wllkes-Barre  Cleric  meeting 
in  the  chapel  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  Rev.  J.  T.  Grifflth,  D.  D.,  pas- 
tor of  the  Emanuel  Baptist  Church  at 
Bdwardsvllle  read  a  paper  on  "EJarly 
religious  movements  of  the  Wyoming 
Valley,  between  1760  and  1830." 

Among  other  things  he  said:  In  di- 
recting your  attention  to  the  religious 
movements  of  the  Wyoming  Valley 
from  1760  to  1830  it  is  proper  to  state 
that  there  had  been  religious  efforts  in 
the  valley  prior  to  1760  among  the  In- 
dians b^r  the  Moravian  missionaries 
and  others. 

Rev.  John  Seargent.  a  Congregational 
minister,  visited  the  Indians  on  June  3, 
1741.  He  was  a  graduate  from  Yale 
and  came  from  the  Indian  school  at 
9tockbrldge.  Mass.  Zinzendorf  and 
others  also  labored  among  the  Indians 
until  they  yielded  to  the  whites. 

In  the  Baptist  element,  traced  from 
1762.  William  Marsh  was  the  first 
preacher  to  the  whites  in  this  valley. 
The  speaker  gave  the  leading  facts  o^ 
the  life  of  Rev.  Mr.  Marsh,  showing  his 
nativity,  his  conversion  to  the  Baptists, 
the  place  and  date  of  his  baptism  and 
other  facts  concerning  him.  These 
proved  especially  interesting,  as  they 
had  not  before  been  fully  known  by  the 
local  students  of  history. 

Following  William  Marsh,  he  gave 
the  history  of  such  men  as  Rev.  James 
Benedict,  founder  of  the  Plttston 
church  in  1776;  Isaac  Tripp,  an  early 
member  of  the  Plttston  church  and 
a  cousin  of  the  noted  Frances  Slocum; 
James  Finn,  the  one  who  reorganized 
the  church  after  the  massacre  of  1778 
Thomas  Smiley,  baptized  m  Plymouth 
in  1792  and  one  of  the  founders  of  th% 
Northuml>erland  Association;  Jacob 
Drake,  the  founder  of  Exeter,  near 
Plttston,  and  the  one  who  baptised  the 
noted  Davis  Dimock,  at  one  time  an 
associate  Judge  of  Susquehanna  Coun- 
ty; William  Bishop,  the  first  preacher 
of  any  denomination  who  settled  in  the 
Lackawanna  Valley  on  the  ground 
where  most  of  the  city  of  Scranton  Is 
now  situated  and  whose  field  extended 
from  Blakely  to  Wllkes-Barre. 

The  second  movement  noted  In  the 
valley  was  that  of  the  Congregational- 
Presbyterians,  which  began  In  Wllkes- 
Barre  and  Kingston  In  1770,  after  the 
coming  of  the  second  colony  in  1769. 
Through  the  influence  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Company  the  services  of  Rev. 
Geor;?e  Peckwith,  Jr.,  were  secured  as 
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the  flrst  pastor  of  the  Conflrregational- 
Presbytrlan  denomination  in  the  Wyo- 
ming Valley.  He  was  a  Congrregational 
minister,  the  son  of  Rev.  George  Beclc- 
with  of  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  a  graduate 
from  Yale  in  1766.  He  remained  one 
year  in  his  charge  at  Wyoming.  After 
leaving  this  place  he  was  ordained  as 
the  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  what  was  then  known  as 
Litchfield,  Conn.  The  flrst  settlers  of 
the  above  movement  were  mainly  New 
England  men,  with  the  exception  of 
those  from  Hanover  Township.  These 
came  from  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  The 
New  England  men  were  Congregation- 
alists  and  Presbyterians  and  those 
from  Lancaster  County  were  Presby- 
terians, originally  from  the  north  of 
Ireland.  This  was  the  speaker's  reason 
for  saying  that  both  denominations. 
Congregationalists  and  Presbyterians, 
were  one  in  this  movement.  Mr.  Beck- 
with  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Jacob 
Johnson,  who  also  was  a  graduate  of 
Yale  in  1740.  He  died  in  Wilkes-Barre. 
March  15,  1797. 

The  church,  through  its  pastors,  la- 
bored in  all  parts  of  the  valley.  Rev. 
Mr.  Johnson's  field  included  Lacka- 
wanna on  the  northeast  and  Plymouth 
and  Hanover  on  the  south  and  west. 
The  church  was  served  by  several  pas- 
tors from  Mr.  Johnson's  time  to  1829, 
when  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev 
Nicholas  Murray,  a  graduate  of  Prince- 
ton. This  was  the  time  when  what  is 
now  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Wilkes-Barre  became  really  exclusively 
Presbyterian,  as  one  of  the  conditions 
on  which  Nicholas  Murray  accepted 
the  call  was  that  the  church  at  Wilkes- 
Barre  be  called  Presbyterian.  It  was 
during  his  pastorate  that  a  commo- 
dious meeting  house  was  erected  on  the 
lot  now  occupied  by  the  Osterhout  Free 
Library.  He  remained  here  four  years 
and  was  very  successful,  when  he  left 
for  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  where  he  died 
Feb.  4,  1861.  There  is  one  important 
fact  in  his  history  which  deserves  spe- 
cial notice;  namely,  his  marriage  re- 
lationship. In  January,  1830,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Rhees.  the  on)y  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Morgan  John  Rhees  and 
Mrs.  Ann  Loxley  Rhees.  Mr.  Rhees 
was  the  most  noted  Welsh  Baptist 
minister  of  the  eighteenth  century.  He 
died  at  Somerset.  Pa.,  Dec.  7,  1804.  Mrs. 
Rhees  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  a 
daughter  of  MaJ.  Benjamin  Loxley  of 
Revolutionary .  fame.  Mrs.  Rhees  was 
one  of  the  most  noted  Baptist  women 
of  Philadelphia  and  died  there  April  11. 
1849.  The  speaker  stated  that  the  Pres- 
byterians of  Wilkes-Barre  have  no  idea 
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how  much  they  owe  the  Welsh  Baptists 
for  this  noble  woman.  The  above  Dr. 
Murray  and  wife  were  the  grandpar- 
ents of  Dr.  Nicholas  Murray  Butler, 
now  president  of  Columbia  University 
of  New  York. 

The  third  movement  was  that  of  the 
Methodist  Bpiscopal  denomination. 
This  denomination  was  founded  in  the 
Wyoming:  Valley  in  1788  by  a  huanble 
mechanic,  named  Anning  Owen,  a  na- 
tive of  New  Kngland,  one  of  the  daring: 
spirits  who  came  to  the  valley  after 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  He  was  one  of  the  handful 
of  courageous  men  who  were  defeated 
and  scattered  by  an  overwhelming: 
force  under  the  command  of  Ool.  John 
Butler.  After  the  battle.  Owen  and  his 
friend.  Carpenter,  fled  to  the  river  and 
secreted  themselves  under  the  branches 
of  a  largre  grape  vine,  which  hung: 
from  the  branches  of  a  tree,  and  lay 
in  safety  till  the  darkness  of  the  nig:ht 
enabled  them  to  gain  the  fort.  This 
marvelous  escape  resulted  in  his  con- 
version. He  returned  to  the  East  with 
others,  a  changed  man,  and  united  with 
the  Methodists.  Sometime  after  this 
he  returned  to  Wyoming  Valley  and 
settled  between  Kingston  and  Forty 
Fort.  He  was  a  blacksm<lth  by  trade. 
He  appointed  prayer  meeting:s  In  his 
house  and  held  meeting:s  througrhout 
the  neighborhood.  A  revival  broke  out 
at  Ross  Hill  about  a  mile  from  his 
home,  near  the  spot  now  occupied  by 
the  public  school  house  at  E3dwards- 
ville.  and  at  this  place  the  flrst  Method- 
ist class  meeting  was  org:anized  in 
1788.  and  from  this  place  have  develop- 
ed the  Episcopal  Methodists  of  the 
Wyoming  Valley. 

The  fourth  movement  was  that  of  the 
E^piscopal  Church.  The  speaker  traced 
briefly  the  development  of  the  Eipisco- 
pal  Church,  which  was  organized  in 
Wilkes-Barre  on  September  19.  1817. 
though  preaching  had  been  carried  on 
here  since  1814,  by  such  men  as  Right 
Rev.  Jackson  Kemper,  D.  D.,  chairmaji 
of  the  committee  on  missions  of  the 
diocese  of  Pennsylvania  and  assistant 
to  Bishop  White.  They  held  their  ser- 
vices in  the  old  Wilkes-Barre  academy. 

References  were  made  also  to  the  Lu- 
theran. Reformed  and  other  denomina- 
tions. He  stated  that  there  were  a 
great  many  noble  characters  among  the 
difl'erent  bodies,  whose  names  he  would 
like  to  have  noticed.  The  speaker  oc- 
cupied an  hour  in  the  dellve-ry  of  the 
paper  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  by  the  cleric  for  this  valuable, 
contribution. 
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FIRST   WHITE    PERSON    BORN    IN 
SCRANTON. 

[Daily  Record.  March  24.  1904.] 

Scranton  Times:  The  man  who  claimed 
the  dictinctlon  of  being:  the  Hrst  white 
child  bom  in  Scranton  la  deal. 

He  was  Henry  Taylor  and  his  death 
occurred  this  week  at  his  home  in  dtruf- 
fie,  Sioux  County,  Iowa.  He  was  within 
a  lew  weekfc  of  being  89  years  of  a^,  hav- 
ing been  bom  in  what  is  now  the  heart 
of  the  City  of  Scranton.  April  14,  1816. 

Sfl^r.  Taylor's  parents  followed  Philip 
Abbott  in  settlingr  Scranton  at  that  time 
(1786-1789)  was  known  as  Slocum  Hollow, 
and  to  them  their  son  Henry  was  born  In 
the  year  1815.  At  that  time  he  was  the 
only  child  in  the  section  now  embraced 
by  Scranton.  and  for  that  reason  he 
proudly  boasted  of  being  the  first  white 
child  bom  In  Scranton,  although  the  name 
of  Scranton  was  not  given  to  the  town 
until  Jan.  27.  1861.  Previous  to  that  it 
was  known  as  Slocum  Hollow,  Harrison 
and  Scrantonia. 

During  the  earliest  years  of  his  life 
Henry  Taylor  was  engaged  with  his 
father  in  clearing  land  and  farming.  At 
the  age  of  19  years  he  branched  out  for 
himself  and  became  an  apprentice  in  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  Wheaton  Wright.  He 
remained  there  as  an  employee  Just  twen- 
ty years  to  a  day  and  then  became  part- 
ner and  finally  sole  proprietor  of  the 
blacksmith  shop. 

In  1839  Mr.  Taylor  married  Orpha  Briggs 
of  Providence,  Pa.,  which  place  is  now 
a  part  of  the  city  and  known  as  North 
Scranton.  To  their  unfon  four  children 
were  born.  Andrew  W.,  the  oldest,  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years. 

With  his  wife  and  family  Mr.  Taylor 
started  for  Fond  DuLas.  Wisconsin.  April 
10.  1864,  where  he  settled  and  remained 
until  1870,  still  continuing  his  trade  as 
blacksmith. 

.  On  May  16,  1870.  with  his  daughter  and 
her  husband,  Mr.  Taylor  left  Fond  DuLac 
and  started  for  Iowa,  making  the  trip  in 
emigrant  wagons.  He  arrived  at  Strub- 
ble,  Iowa,  June  26,  1870.  and  located  on 
the  farm  where  he  recently  died  after 
having  lived  there  thirty-four  years. 

He  was  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  eight 
children  and  Is  survived  by  one  daughter, 
one  brother,  nine  grandchildren  and  fif- 
teen great-grandchildren. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  a  pioneer,  continually  casting  his 
lot  from  childhood  to  old  age  in  the 
rough  and  unsettled  sections  of  the  coun- 
try. Always  seeking  for  something  better 
he  was  not  afraid  to  trust  to  the  untried 
and  at  his  death  he  had  accumulated  a 
fortune  of  about  $^.000. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4&  M»/.  /i 

It  has  been  fifteen  years  or  more  since 
Mr.  Taylor  visited  his  relatives  in  this 
section,  but  he  had  not  been  forgotten  by 
those  wlio  knew  him  and  by  the  many 
friends  he  made  durinflr  his  visit  to  Scran- 
ton  and  Clark's  Summit  some  years  ago. 


AN  INDIAN  MISSION. 
[Daily  Record,  March  24,  1904.] 

The  traveler  on  the  Lehigh  Valley 
road,  seeing  about  two  miles  below 
Wyalusing  station,  near  the  track  on 
the  river  side,  a  stona  monument,  very 
naturally  wonders  what  it  commenor- 
ates.  Tlie  shaft,  which  is  within  an 
appropriate  inclosure.  marks  the  site 
of  FYiedenshtltten  ,  an  Indian  village 
in  which  at  one  time  lived  a  small  tribe 
of  christianized  Indians— a  clan  of  the 
Dclawares.  converted  under  the  minis- 
trations of  the  Moraviana— particularly 
the  preaching  of  David  Zelsberger.  The 
shaft—thirteen  feet  high,  waa  made  of 
stone  found  at  Campbell's  ledge,  near 
Pittston,  there  being  cut  on  the  north- 
ern faoe  of  the  die  the  following  In- 
soription: 

"To  mark  the  plax^  of  Friedenshtit- 
ten,  a  settlement  of  Moravian  Indians 
between  1765  and  1772.' • 

The  monument  was  erected  by  the 
Moravian  Historical  Society,  and  dedi- 
cated with  fitting  and  imposing  cere- 
monies. June  1871— the  event  marking 
an  Important  era  in  the  annals  of  the 
little  hamlet  near  the  grounds,  and 
bringing  from  Bethlehem,  Philadelphia 
and  other  places,  to  witness  the  rites 
people  of  wealth  and  distinction. 

The  Moravians,  the  people  who  acted 
an  important  role  in  this  early  drama, 
are  dlstingtiished  for  their  missionary 
real  and  untiring  efforts  at  carrying 
the  gospel  to  the  heathen.  Establishing 
themselves  at  Bethlehem  in  1742  they 
sooii  bej^an  their  labors  among  the  In- 
dians. David  Ze4*berger,  a  preacher  of 
great  piety  visiting  those  at  Prleden- 
shUtten,  and  beginnin  his  labors 
among  them  ae  early  as  1742.  It  was 
a  small  tribe  hardly  exceeding  200, 
nearly  all  of  whom  accepted  the  gospel, 
becoming  faithful  adherents  to  the  new 
faith  brought  to  them  by  the  devoted 
mlssioners.  F*riedensh.Utten— meaning 
"tents  of  peace"  contained  twenty-nine 
log  houst>s.  thirteen  huts,  a  church,  a 
school  house  and  a  mission  house.  The 
church  had  a  bell,  the  first  brought 
into  northeastern  Pennsylvania:  the 
houses  had  windows,  and  the  streets 
regularly  lain  out,  were  swept  by  the 
women  every  Saturday  afternoon  dur- 
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Jngr  the  warm  season.  For  a  subsis- 
tence the  men  not  only  hunted  and 
flahed.  but  they  cultivated  fully  250 
acres  of  the  lands  along:  the  Susque- 
hanna surrounding:  the  village;  kept  a 
few  horses  and  a  herd  of  cattle,  it  re- 
quiringr  two  miles  of  fencing  to  inclose 
the  tilled  lands. 

Those  who  visited  the  settlement  In 
its  palmiest  days,  say  that  the  little 
hamlet  had  an  air  of  both  thrift  and 
contentment,  each  family  being  sup- 
plied with  a  garden,  and  the  head  of 
every  household  provided  with  a  canoe. 
The  Sabbath  was  well  observed,  the 
children  taught  the  crude  rudimentary 
principles  of  learning,  while  lawlessness 
and  theft  were  practically  unknown  in 
the  semi-Indian  village  on  the  rich  bot- 
tom lands  along  the  picturesque  S-as- 
quehanna. 

After  an  existence  of  seven  years, 
difficulties  began  to  confront  the  n>ls- 
sion;  the  lands  had  been  sold  to  the 
Iroquois;  the  troubles  pending  between 
the  colonists  and  Bngland  threatened 
to  bring'  on  a  general  Indian  war  and 
to  these  was  added  the  influence  of  bad 
white  men  coming  among  them^-these 
agencies  all  causing  them  much  trouble 
and  very  naturally  influencing  them  to 
remove  to  some  point,  remote  from 
such  annoy ingr  alliances  and  disturbing 
surroundings.  .  The  Delaware  chiefs  in 
Ohio,  having*  invited  the  tribe  to  settle 
there.  In  June,  1772,  a^er  partaking  of 
holy  communion  for  the  last  time  at 
Priedenshiltten— with  commlngrled  tears 
and  prayers,  they  bade  adieu  to  their 
Huts  of  Peace  and  started  for  the 
West.  Some  went  acTX)ss  the  country 
to  the  West  Branch— the  women  and 
children  with  the  horses  and  cattle  gro- 
ing  that  way,  while  the  men,  construct- 
ing rafts  from  the  buildings,  floated 
down  the  river  to  Northumberland, 
thence  up  the  other  branch  where  the 
others  were  met,  the  united  band  pur- 
suing their  often  perilous  Journey 
through  unbroken  forests  to  their  des- 
tination, to  be  swallowed  up  by  a'noth- 
er  tribe  and  lose  their  complete  Iden- 
tity. 

Thus  is  given  a  brief  history  of  a 
small  and  intervertlngr  tribe  of  Indians 
— apeople  of  whom  we  have  a  some- 
what detailed  history  for  a  few  years, 
after  which  they  sink  into  obscurity — 
nothing  deflnite  b«»lng  heard  of  them 
after  leaving  home  near  Wyaluslng. 

The  white  settlers  soon  came  In,  oc- 
cupying the  lands  cultivated  by  the 
Indians,  thus  making  Wyaluslng  one 
of  the  earliest  settled  places  north  of 
the  Wyoming  Valley. 
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IN   INDIAN  TIMES. 

(Dally  Record.  April   16.   1»04.] 

At  the  April  meetinflr  of  tbe  Wyo- 
minflT  Historical  and  Geological  So- 
ciety held  last  evening  two  papers 
were  presented. 

The  first  paper  was  by  A.  F.  Berlin 
of  Allentown.  who  read  an  exhaustive 
essay  on  "The  Elarly  Smokin«r  Pipes  of 
the  North  American  Indians."  Mr. 
Berlin  illustrated  his  subject  with  nu- 
merous pen  drawinsrs  of  Uie  more  cur- 
ious specimens  in  the  various  cabinets 
of  the  country.  He  began  with  a  con- 
sideration of  tobacco  and  how  the 
American  Indians  used  it  before  the 
western  continent  was  discovered  by 
Columbus.  The  Indians  universally 
smoked  it,  either  alone  or  in  combina- 
tion with  willow,  sumac  and  other 
plants,  some  of  them  having  narcotic 
properties.  The  Indians  believed  the 
pipe  came  to  them  from  the  Great 
Spirit.  They  believed  the  Great  Spirit 
smoked  and  the  pipe  was  a  sacred  ob- 
ject and  smoking  was  a  religious  act. 

The  pipe  was  made  of  soapstone, 
catlinite.  sandstone,  serpentine  and 
other  similar  materials.  It  was  an  im- 
portant article  of  trade  among  the 
Indians  and  was  often  found  1.000  miles 
away  from  the  localities  in  which  it 
was  quarried.  Some  forty  years  ago 
the  Northwestern  Pur  Co.  had  several 
thousand  pipes  manufactured  by  the 
whites  and  distributed  to  the  Indians, 
so  that  pipes  from  the  Northwest  are 
under  suspicion. 

The  almost  endless  variety  of  mate- 
rial from  which  pipes  were  made  is 
shown  in  the  case  of  the  Mlcmac  In- 
dians of  Nova  Scotia,  who  sometimes 
used  tobacco  pipes  made  of  birch  bark, 
rolled  in  the  form  of  a  cone.  These, 
of  course,  are  perishable. 

It  has  been  commonly  supposed  that 
to  make  a  stone  pipe  required  weeks, 
if  not  months,  of  patient  labor.  It  has 
been,  however,  demonstrated  tha*  with 
primitive  tools,  picking,  grmdmg  and 
drilling,  almost  any  pipe,  such  as  those 
which  have  been  used  by  American 
Indians,  can  be  completed  in  less  than 
three  days'  work,  and  the  more  ordi- 
nary ones  in  a  few  hours. 

Esquimo  pipes  were  sometimes  made 
of  deer-horn,  bone,  walrus-ivory  and 
wood. 

Tlie  speaker  commented  upon  the 
scarcity  of  pipes  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
stating  as  reasons  that  they  were  not 
discarded  as  were  weapons  when  those 
by  whom  they  were  fashioned  entered 
upon  the  iron  age.      Another    reason 
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advanced  is  that  while  Bmoking  was 
probably  indulged  in,  it  was  to  a  lim- 
ited extent  until  the  whites*  by  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco,  popularized  its 
use. 

The  different  forms  of  pipes  were  the 
tubular  and  hour  s^lass  forms,  the 
pipes  without  stems,  douMe  conoidal 
pipes,  mound  pipes,  monitor  or  plat- 
form pipes,  so  called  because  of  the 
similarity  to  the  "monitor"  type  of 
vessels;  elephant  pipes,  ffreat  pipes  or 
calumets,  clay  or  terra  cotta  pipes, 
bird  and  animal  pipes,  Micmac  pipes, 
Cherokee  pipes,  idol  pipes,  disc  pipes, 
Iroquois  pipes  and  earth  pipes. 

Of  these  varieties  terra  cotta  pipes 
are  perhaps  the  most  common.  They 
are  of  various  and  diversified  designs 
and  are  found  in  every  section.  Kalm. 
who  traveled  in  America  and  who  was 
in  New  Sweden,  now  Pennsylvania,  in 
1749,  at  a  place  on  the  Delaware  River 
below  Philadelphia,  called  Caccoon. 
says:  "The  natives  had  tobacco  pipes 
of  clay,  manufactured  by  themselves, 
at  the  time  the  Swedes  arrived  here." 

Another  variety  of  pipe  that  was 
well  known  was  the  "Great  pipes  or 
Calumets."  John  Smith  as  early  as 
1608  wrote  of  pipes  of  sufficient  weight 
and  size  to  beat  out  a  man's  brains. 
Roger  Williams  says  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Indians  in  1643:  "They  sometimes 
make  such  great  pipes,  both  of  wood 
and  stone,  that  they  are  two  feet  long, 
carved  with  men  and  beasts,  and  so 
big  that  a  man  may  be  hurt  mortally 
by  one  of  them."  These  are  the  pipes 
that  were  also  used  at  all  their  cere- 
monial functions. 

Two  notorious  pipes,  which  it  is 
claimed  represent  well  the  mammoth 
or  elephant,  are  owned  and  displayed 
in  the  museum  of  the  Academy  of 
Science  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  They 
were  brought  to  light  by  a  German 
Lutheran  minister  named  Gass,  in 
Iowa,  who  claims  to  have  found  them 
not  very  far  from  where  he  lived.  The 
authenticity  of  these  pipes  has.  how- 
ever, been  questioned  by  experienced 
archaeologists. 

Rev.  Horace  E.  Hayden,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  society,  at  the  close  of  Mr. 
Berlin's  address  stated  that  the  local, 
society  has  in  its  possession  about 
22.000  specimens  of  Indian  relics,  the 
largest  collection  of.  Pennsylvania  In- 
dian relics  and  the  finest  collection  of 
Algonquin  pottery  in  America. 

FRENCH  INDIAN   RELICS. 
A  paper  by  C.  F.  Hill  of     Hazleton 
described  certain  religious  relics  of  the 
French     Indians,   found     in     Luzerne 
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County  and  now  deposited  in  tlie  cabi- 
net of  tlie  Historical  Society.  Tlie 
specimens  consist  of  plaster  of  paris 
molds  for  malcinff  lead  casts  ^f  the 
Vir^n  Mary,  one  of  them  containini?  a 
cast  in  position.  The  specimens  were 
found  in  1885  in  Denison  Township  on 
land  of  Matthew  Conrad,  along  Nesco- 
peck  Creek.  The  relics  were  found  in 
an  Indian  fireplace  near  a  livingr  sand- 
spring:.  The  find  was  by  Charles  W. 
Qoedecke  and  Stephen  Shellhammer. 
near  the  trail  made  by  Gen.  Ole^Mne 
and  his  command  on  their  expedition 
to  the  relief  of  Wyoming:.  The  essayist 
said  these  relics  came  down  from  the 
days  when  the  French  were  in  posses- 
sion of  Canada  and  western  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  they  rei^arded  within  the 
limits  of  the  Louisiana  Territory. 

The  Indians  at  the  mouth  of  Nesco- 
peck  Creek  were  Delawares  and  osten- 
sibly attached  to  the  Moravian  Church 
and  friendly  to  the  whites,  but  their 
loyalty  was  suspected  and  it  is  quite 
certain  that  they  listened  to  the  blan- 
dishments of  the  French,  with  whom 
the  Ensrlish  were  struffgling:  for  su- 
premacy. The  finding  of  the  relics  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Nescopeck 
town,  taken  in  connection  with  the  ef- 
forts of  the  French  to  win  the  Dela- 
wares over,  forces  the  conclusion  that 
the  relics  belonged  to  the  French  In- 
dians. 

In  addition  to  these  relics  is  one  in 
the  society's  collection,  found  in  an 
Indian  grave  at  Firwood,  when  that 
tract  was  being  laid  out.  It  is  a  bfass 
crucifix  about  two  inches  long  and 
was  presented  to  the  society  by  Col. 
William  J.  Harvey. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of 
the  two  papers  the  authors  were  given 
a  vote  of  thanks  and  their  papers  were 
referred  to  the  publication  committee. 


SKETCH  OF  ETHAN  ALLEN. 

[Daily  Record,  April  19,  1904.] 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Historical  Association  last  even- 
ing Mrs.  G.  Murray  Reynolds  present- 
ed a  carefully  written  paper  on  "Ethan 
Allen."  To-day  is  the  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Lexington  and  last  night 
was  the  anniversary  of  the  famous  ride 
of  Paul  Revere.  The  capture  of  Forts 
Tlconderoga  and  Crown  Point  being 
the  next  event  of  importance  after  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  it  was  thought  to 
have  the  paper  on  Ethan  Allen,  the 
hero  of     these    engagements,  at     this 
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time.  The  paper  devotes  considerable 
space  to  the  personal  characteristics 
of  Ethan  Allen,  but  the  main  part  of 
it  is  taken  up  with  his  various  public 
achievements  in  peace  and  war.  Some 
extracts  from  this  part  of  the  paper 
follow: 

To  the  thoughtful  and  reflective 
reader  of  American  history,  the  most 
remarkable  feature  cannot  fail  to  ap- 
pear in  the  immense  amount  of  an- 
tagonism which  existed  between  the 
different  settlements  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, as  also  the  readiness  with  which 
this  was  laid  aside  while  they  con- 
tinued to  overcome  the  common  enemy. 
One  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of 
this  antagonism  was  the  uncertain 
boundaries  of  the  lands  granted  to  dif- 
ferent sets  of  colonists  by  kings  al- 
most f^ntirely  ignorant  of  the  geography 
of  their  vast  W*»stern  possessions 
Among  all  such  local  dissensions  there 
were  probably  none  more  determined, 
vigorous  and  violent  than  those  exist- 
ing between  the  settlers  of  the  tract 
known  as  the  New  Hampshire  grant 
ftnd  those  of  thf»  country  claimed  by 
New  York.  For  many  years  there  ex- 
isted between  them  a  border  warfare 
ns  full  of  danger,  venom,  adventure 
and  romance  as  was  ever  portrayed  by 
the  great  Scotch  "Wizard  of  the 
North"  in  his  tales  of  the  highlands— 
and  Ethan  Allen  without  great  stretch 
of  the  imagination  might  be  consider-' 
ed  the  Rob  Roy  of  the  locality. 

On  March  11.  1737.  Joseph  Allen  was 
married  to  Mlary  Bake  of  Woodbury, 
It  was  in  Litchfield  that  Ethan,  and 
perhaps  two  other  of  the  children,  were 
bom.  When  Ethan  Allen  was  bom  in 
1738,  Massachusetts  then  claimed  coun- 
try all  the  way  across  the  continent. 
No  one  of  course,  realizing  what  a  dis- 
tance it  was  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
as  yet  there  had  been  no  opposition  to 
her  claim.  Some  time  in  the  early  for- 
ties Denning  Went  worth  became  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Hampshire,  being  vested 
by  the  king  with  authority  to  issue  pat- 
ents for  unimproved  lands  within  the 
limits  of  his  province.  New  Hampshire 
thoroughly  held  to  the  idea  that  her 
territory  coincided  with  the  Western 
boundary  line  which  had  been  settled 
for  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
while  New  York,  with  equal  grim- 
ness,  considered  that  she  posessed  all 
land  North  of  Massachusetts  as  far  as 
the  Connecticut.  Governor  Wentworth 
commenced  at  once  to  popularize  the 
settlement  of  these  lands  and  was  so 
far  succesfful  that  in  1749  he  gave  a 
patent  for  a  township  six  milts  square 
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next  the  Massachusetts  line,  whose 
Western  limit  would  be  In  a  straight 
line  with  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut. These  grants  soon  aroused  the 
New  Yorkers  to  remonstrate  agrainst 
what  they  considered  such  a  bold  in- 
fringement upon  their  possessions. 
What  might  have  been  the  result  is 
uncertain,  but  about  that  time  the 
French  and  English  War  broke  out 
and  this  section  of  the  country  became 
anything  but  an  enviable  place  of  resi- 
dence or  possession. 

Things  took  a  great  turn,  however, 
when  Wolfe's  victory  gave  Canada  to 
Bngland  and  settled  forever  the  danger 
on  the  frontier  by  French  molestation. 
The  Aliens,  soon  after  the  conclusion 
of  peace,  came  from  Connecticut  and 
rettled  in  Bennington.  At  that  time 
Bthan  Allen  had  already  reached  the 
mature  age  of  31  years.  The  rapid 
manner  In  which  the  New  Hampshire 
grants  filled  up  with  settlers  after  the 
war.  filled  the  minds  of  the  New  Tcrk 
ofl^ciaJs  with  fear  that  they  would  soon 
be  unable  to  control  what  they  re- 
solutely continued  to  consider  their 
possessions.  In  1764  it  was  brought  be- 
fore the  king  in  council,  when  the  king 
decided  that  New  York's  control  should 
reach  to  the  Connecticut  River  on  the 
E3act.  The  residents  of  this  section  then 
learned,  with  great  surprise,  that  all 
purchases  made  under  the  claim  of 
New  Hampshire  were  to  be  considered 
rull.  Rage  and  indignation  at  once  fill- 
ed the  hearts  of  the  settlers  and  they 
sent  word  to  New  York  expressing 
tneir  entire  willingness  to  owe  alle- 
giance to  that  province,  but  protesting 
against  the  injustice  of  being  obliged  to 
either  repurchase  their  owti  homes  or 
being  obliged  to  submit  to  their  con- 
fiscation. Their  appeals  had  no  effect 
and  the  New  York  government  l>egan 
to  issue  patents  which  covered  well 
built  houses  and  farms  which  had  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  Vermonters  (as  they  began  to  call 
themselves)  laid  their  case  before  the 
king  and  in  1767  he  forbade  the  govern- 
ment of  New  York  to  issue  any  more 
grants  until  the  king  had  fully  con- 
sidered the  question.  Unfortunately  it 
did  not  dispose  of  the  grants  already 
issued  and  which  the  new  claimants 
were  becoming  Impatient  to  possess. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Ethan  Allen 
came  to  the  front.  When  it  was  de- 
cided to  refer  the  matter  to  the  courts 
at  Albany  he  was  chosen  as  their  rep- 
resentative. As  well  as  the  case  was 
conducted,  however,  the  whole  thing 
was  of  no  avail    When  Ethan  AUen 
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returned  In  bitternesA  of  soul  to  his 
lodgings,  three  gentlemen  called  upon 
him  and  recommended  him  to  urge  his 
clients  to  make  as  good  terms  as  pos- 
sible with  the  new  grantees,  reminding 
him  that  as  "might  makes  right,"  they 
really  had  no  choice.  To  this  he  re- 
turned: "The  gods  of  the  valleys  are 
not  the  gods  of  the  hills,"  which  they 
not  understanding,  he  promised  to 
make  quite  clear  should  they  come  to 
Bennington.  The  report  which  Ethan 
Allen  carried  home  revealed  to  them 
the  utter  uselessness  of  expecting  Jus- 
tice from  either  king  or  courts,  and 
they  resolved  to  fight  for  their  pos- 
sessions. A  military  organization  was 
formed  of  several  companies,  and  over 
all  was  placed  Ethan  Allen  as  their 
colonel.  As  they  had  anticipated,  the 
officers  of  the  law  now  commenced 
making  descents  upon  them  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  for  the  New  York 
grantees  the  property  apportioned  to 
them.  This  they  would  find  quite  Im- 
possible, as  the  sheriff  would  find  sur- 
rounding the  house  a  body  of  men 
amply  able  to  defy  him.  The  country 
was  almost  strictly  under  military 
law. 

In  the  winter  of  1771-2  the  govern- 
or of  New  York  was  led  to  issue  proc- 
lamations for  the  arrest  of  Allen,  ac- 
companied with  large  offers  of  money. 
As  danger  increased.  Ethan  Allen 
grew  bold.  The  masses  of  New  York 
were  not  entirely  out  of  sympathy 
with  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  In  their 
determination  to  hold  their  own.  The 
name  of  Ethan  Allen  became  a  terror 
to  all  usurpers,  but  a  strong  tower  and 
rock  of  defense  to  his  country  people. 
At  the  invitation  of  the  governor  of 
New  York  a  commission  was,  in  the 
spring  of  1772,  sent  to  him  to  make 
an  effort  to  come  to  a.  settlement 
After  some  deliberation  they  decided 
to  lay  the  whole  matter  again  before 
the  king.  While  the  commission  was 
at  Albany,  Col.  Reid.  who  had  before 
given  them  trouble,  was  turning  set- 
tlers away  from  farma  and  mills,  de- 
stroying cattle  and  other  possessions 
and  appropriating  these  places  for 
tenants  of  his  own.  Without  waiting 
to  hear  the  result  of  the  Albany  com- 
mission, from  which,  in  fact,  he  had 
not  hoped  much,  Allen  set  out  for  re- 
adjustment and  revenge.  That  in  this 
march  he  exercised  a  policy  of  exter- 
mination, which  included  much  cruelty 
and  suffering,  it  would  be  useless  to 
deny.  Oppression  and  injustice  breed 
gall  and  wormwood,  hate  and  revenge 
In   all   human  nature.     Thes«  settlers 
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had  suffered  much  and  were  fully  a«- 
sured  of  the  perfection  of  their  right 
and  titles  to  their  homes.  The  usurp- 
ers had  been  repeatedly  warned  of 
their  intentions,  and  Ethan  Allen  de- 
termined to  end  in  this  locality,  at 
least,  this  constant  hectoring  and  rob- 
bery,  and   he   succeeded. 

The  settlers  now  determined  upon 
an  even  more  severe  course  and  re- 
solved to  hunt  down  and  expel  or 
punish  any  person  within  their  bound- 
aries who  would  accept  any  office 
under  the  authority  of  New  York.  In 
1774  the  Vermonters.  with  Allen  at 
their  head,  formed  a  plan  which  was 
startling  In  Its  boldness.  They  de- 
cided to  establish  a  new  royal  colony, 
extending  from  the  Connecticut  River 
to  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  forty -Ave  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude to  Massachusetts  and  the  Mo- 
hawk River.  This  Included  not  only 
the  debatable  land,  but  divided  in  half 
the  entire  colony  of  New  York.  This 
scheme  was  soon,  however,  violently 
blown  aside  by  the  bursting  bombs 
which  ushered  in  the  drama  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

The  greatest  difficulty  that  beset  the 
fathers  of  the  Revolution  was  the  dis- 
connected relation  which  the  colonies 
bore  toward  one  another,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  one  central  head.  It,  there- 
fore, happened  that  when  very  nearly 
at  the  same  time  the  necessity  or  ad- 
vantage of  obtaining  the  forts  of 
Tlconderoga  and  Crown  Point,  which 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  British, 
dawned  upon  four  centres.  It  created 
some  confusion. 

Three  weeks  before  the  battle  of 
Lexington  John  Brown,  afterward 
MaJ.  Brown,  was  sent  to  Canada  to 
feel  the  pulse  of  the  Canadians  In  re- 
gard to  an  uprising  against  the  mother 
country.  He  advised  that  by  all  means 
the  first  thing  to  be  done  after  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities  would  be 
the  capture  of  Fort  Tlconderoga,  and 
he  adds:  "The  people  of  New  Hamp- 
shire grants  have  engaged  to  do  this 
business."  When  the  news  of  the 
battle  of  Lexington  had  reached  the 
grants  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  re- 
solved to  unite  with  their  countrymen, 
trusting  that  when  they  reached  a  suc- 
cessful Issue  In  their  conflict  they 
would  freely  accord  to  them  the  rights 
which  they  demanded.  In  the  mean- 
time an  expedition  against  Tlcon- 
deroga had  been  sent  out,  and  when  It 
reached  Bennington  a  council  of  war 
was  held  and  Ethan  Allen  was  elected 
leader  of  the  expedition.      The  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys' 
militia  were  notified  that  they  were 
needed  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
ninth  of  May  they  turned  into  Shore- 
ham  to  be  met  by  the  leader  whom 
.they  loved. 

A  lengthy  and  detailed  account  of 
the  capture  of  Ticonderoga  was  then 
sriven  by  the  reader.  After  the  capture 
Allen  at  once  sent  a  report  to  the  gov- 
ernment at  Albany  and  asked  that 
provisions  and  a  reenforcement  of  GOO 
men  be  sent  to  prevent  its  recapture. 
Shortly  after  this  Benedict  Arnold  and 
Allen  made  a  plan  to  go  to  St.  John's 
and  seise  a  large  royal  sloop  which  lay 
there  and  then  attempt  to  capture  the 
garrison.  Owing  to  favorable  winds 
Arnold  arrived  there  first  and  when 
Allen  was  still  fifteen  miles  from  the 
place  he  was  met  by  Arnold,  who  was 
returning  with  the  sloop,  for  batteaux 
and  several  prisoners,  besides  having 
destroyed  five  other  batteaux,  which 
was  the  extent  of  the  fiotilla.  Bthan 
Allen  and  his  Green  Mountain  Boys 
were  placed  In  command  at  Tlcon- 
deroga.  while  Arnold  was  placed  in 
command  at  Crown  Point.  Allen  be- 
came fired  with  enthusiasm  to  take  an 
even  more  decided  step  and  appealed 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  to  the 
New  York  Provincial  Songress  and  to 
that  of  Massachusetts,  urging  upon 
them  all  to  send  an  army  into  Canada 
while  it  was  possible  and  take  posses- 
sion there  before  it  became,  as  he  felt 
it  assuredly  would,  the  stronghold  of 
Great  Britain.  No  action  was  taken 
while  it  was  possible,  although  within 
the  next  few  months  the  regret  that 
his  suggestion  had  not  been  accepted 
was  as  great  as  it  was  unavailing. 
Allen  was  then  sent  into  Canada  by 
Gen.  Schuyler  to  try  and  work  up  a 
sentiment  among  the  people  in  favor  of 
the  uprising  against  England.  He  wab 
successful  In  this  and  upon  his  return 
reported  to  Gen.  Schuyler  that  should 
the  American  army  secure  St.  Johns 
and  advance  into  Canada  there  would 
be  more  than  a  considerable  uprising 
there  to  Join  them,  but  until  they  were 
quite  sure  of  success  and  safety  they 
would  certainly  remain  neutral. 

The  army  marched  to  the  siege  of 
St.  Johns.  About  this  time  he  was  met 
by  MaJ.  Brown,  leading  a  company  of 
Canadians  and  Americans.  MaJ.  Brown 
represented  to  him  in  the  most  glowing 
terms  the  weak  defenses  of  Montreal 
and  urged  Allen  to  attempt  the  cap- 
ture of  Montreal.  He  heartily  ac- 
quiesced. They  planned  that  Allen 
should   take  his  men  to   Montreal   by 
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means  of  canoes  and  land  a  short  dis- 
tance below  the  town.  Brown  was  to 
take  his  200  men  and  land  above  the 
town.  Allen  carried  out  his  part  of 
the  contract  but  Brown,  whether  In- 
tentional or  not,  had  left  him  In  the 
lurch.  He  could  not  retreat  and  In  the 
enfirasrement  which  followed  -he  was 
overpowered  by  superior  numbers  and 
forced  to  surrender.  By  Gen.  Prescott's 
command,  Allen  was  put  in  irons  and 
taken  on  board  the  Gasper.  After  suf- 
fering untold  hardships  he  was  placed 
on  board  the  Adamant,  where  his 
treatment  was  horrible,  and  transfer- 
red to  £3ngland.  After  being  kept  there 
for  some  time  he  was  sent  back  to 
America.  At  Cork,  Allen  and  his  men 
met  with  much  favor,  being  treated 
very  kindly  by  a  party  of  sympa- 
thizers. They  were  taken  to  Halifax, 
where  their  condition  became  almost 
unbearable  and  sickness  and  starva- 
tion seemed  to  make  death  Imminent. 
In  January.  1777.  he  was  sent  to  Liong 
Island,  where  he  lived  in  comparative 
freedom  until  August,  when  he  was 
suddenly  seized  and  taken  to  a  prevost 
Jail  In  New  York,  where  he  was  placed 
in  solitary  confinement,  it  having  been 
charged  that  he  had  broken  his  parole. 
Here  he  was  left  In  a  horrible  condi- 
tion for  eight  long  months.  Finally, 
on  the  34of  May,  after  numerous  ef- 
forts, he  was  exchanged  for  Gen. 
Campbell  and  taken  from  prison.  Dur- 
ing his  absence  one  son  had  died.  The 
people  had  gradually  evolved  for  them- 
selves an  independent  government  un- 
der the  name  of  Vermont,  had  adopted 
a  constitution  and  elected  a  governor 
and  other  civil  officers.  They  event- 
ually achieved  their  independence  from 
New  York,  which  still  opposed  them, 
and  were  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State,  but  not  until  two  years  after  the 
death  of  Allen,  who  had  done  so  much 
to  preserve  her  Integrity. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  HARRY  HAKES. 

[Dally  Record,  April  21,  1904.] 
Dr.  Harry  Hakes,  physician  and  law- 
yer, a  man  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
this  city  for  many  years,  passed  .away 
yesterday  morning  at  7:45  .o'clock  at  his 
home  on  Carev  avenue,  aged  79  years. 
Dr.  Hakes  made  a  heroic  struggle 
with  the  enevitable.  Several  months 
age  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy, 
but  after  remalnlnif  in  a  serious  con- 
dition for  some  time  he  was  recover- 
ing, when  appendicitis  set  In  and  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago  an  operation  was 
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performed.  So  serious  an  operation 
upon  one  of  such  advanced  years  was 
unusual,   but  the  patient   rallied  from 

Last  Thursday,  however,  another 
stroke  of  apoplexy  was  sustained  and 
the  patient's  condition  at  once  took  a 
decidedly  unfavorable  turn.  He  gradu- 
ally declined  until  death. 

Dr.  Hakes  had  what  might  be  term- 
ed a  remarkable  career.  He  came  from 
a  distinguished  ancestry  and  he  up- 
held the  family  record,  adding  honor 
to  the  name. 

Dr.  Harry  Hakes  was  bom  79  years 
ago  at  HarperBfleld.  Delaware  County. 
N.  Y.  He  came  from  a  family  of  early 
settlers.  His  father.  Lyman  Hakes,  re- 
Lided  at  Watertown.  Utchfleld  C6un- 
ty.  Conn.,  as  far  back  as  1788,  and  ten 
years  later  he  moved  to  Harpersfleld, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1873.  Lyman's 
wife  was  Nimcy  Dayton  of  Watertown, 
Conn.,  who  came  from  the  Revolution- 
ary stock. 

The  Hakes's  family  came  early  from 
Eligland  and  is  numbered  among  the 
earliest  Puritan  stock  and  some  mem- 
bers of  it  took  part  In  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

Mrs.  HIannah  Carr,  who  was  a  sister 
of  Lyman  Hakes,  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  the  grandmoth- 
er of  Judge  Rice  of  this  city,  president 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania. 

During  the  boyhood  days  of  Harry 
Hakes  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm, 
going  to  school  for  a  brief  time  during 
the  winter.  He  had  a  great  taste  for 
study  and  gene<ral  reading. 

After  leaving  th*  farm  he  became  a 
student  in  the  Oastletgn  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Vermont,  graduating  In  the 
ye^r  1846  with  honors.  He  opened  an 
office  at  Davenport  Centre.  N.  Y..  where 
he  practiced  successfully  three  years. 

In  1849.  at  the  age  of  24  years,  he 
married  Maria  B.  Dana  of  this  city, 
who  died  the  same  year.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Anderson  Dana,  Jr.,  who 
was  uncle  to  the  late  Judge  Edmund  L 
Dana.  In  ISCO  Dr.  Hakes  went  to  New 
York,  doing  effective  work  there  in 
the  medica:  schools  and  hospitals.  Lat- 
€r  on  he  removed  to  Nantlcoke,  then 
a  small  but  growing  village,  where  he 
continued  the  practice  of  his  profession 
for  (^n>e  years. 

In  the  year  18n4  he  took  a  trip  to 
Europe  and  spent  several  months  In 
traveling.  While  in  Paris  he  became  a 
nr-emberp  of  the  American  Medical  So- 
ciety. Shortly  after  returning  home 
he  leceived  a  handsomely  engraved  in- 
vitation      from     the     president,     vice 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5'  *'"/•  /J 

« 

president  and  mem-bers  of  the  Royal 
ColleKe  of  Surgeons  of  England  to  at- 
tend   their   institution. 

On  Aug.  29.  1855,  ho  married  Harriet 
L.  Lape.  He  resumed  practice,  adding 
to  Ills  labors  looking  after  a  fine  farm 
near  Nanticoke.  He  had  two  children, 
but  lost  them  in  Infancy.  In  1S99  he 
married  for  the  third  time  and  his  wife, 
who  was  Ciara  H.  Lape,  survivea 

Tiring  of  m-edical  practice,  Dr.  Hakes 
began  the  study  of  law  with  his  broth- 
er, the  late  Lrymaoi  Hakes,  in  1857.  and 
having  pai»ed  a  creditable  examination 
he  was  admitted  to  the  L»u«erne  Coun- 
ty Bar  on  Jan.  25,  1860. 

Dr.  Hakes  wa«  elected  a  member  of 
the  legislature  in  1864  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  While  there  he  drafted 
many  important  bills  that  became  lawa. 
among  them  one  to  prevent  the  carry- 
ing of  concealed  weapons,  another  au- 
tborisini?  the  extension  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Kallroad  from  this  city  to  Wav- 
erly,  N.  Y..  and  an  appropriation  of 
J2.50C  a  year  for  the  Home  of  Friendless 
Children. 

Many  years  ago  Dr.  Hakes  commenc- 
ed an  investigation  on  the  subject  of 
Theism  and  often  he  supposed  he  had 
completed  it,  but  further  investigation 
kept  him  at  study  until  a  year  before 
his  death,  keeping  up  with  the  advanc- 
ed thought.  The  last  stroke  of  the  pen 
on  his  book  was  made  only  recently. 

During  Dr.  Hakes'a  time  he  has  been 
at  work  at  history  or  other  matters 
of  Interest,  but  the  book  on  Theism  he 
considered  the  crowning  effort  of  his 
life. 

Dr.  Hakes  was  a  man  of  moBt  genial 
disposition  among  those  whom  he  se- 
lected as  his  friends.  He  was  careful 
not  to  make  his  circle  of  close  friends 
indiscriminate,  although  he  waa  un- 
friendly to  no  one.  Those  who  became 
test  acquainted  with  him  found  in  him 
the  soul  of  honor  and  the  best  com- 
panionship. His  great  fund  of  infor- 
mation, the  result  of  years  of  mind- 
training  and  study,  made  him  an  inter- 
esting conversationalist  and  upon  al- 
most any  subject  he  was  well  Inform- 
ed. Only  those  who  knew  him  most 
intimately  realized  the  breadth  and 
scope  and  development  of  his  intellect. 
His  tall,  dignified  figure  was  for  many 
year  a  familiar  one  upon  the  streets  of 
Wilkes-Barre. 

A.Ithough  Dr.  Hakes  was  successful 
In  the  practice  of  his  first  profeaslon, 
that  of  medicine,  it  was  only  natural 
that  he  should  incline  to  the  law,  on 
account  of  family  distinction  in  that 
irrofef»8ion.    Therefore  his  abandonment 
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of  medicine  and  his  application  to  the 
study  of  Blackstone.  Aa  a  lawyer  he 
was  equally  succeBsful  and  almost  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  he  took  deep 
interest  in  both  professions  and  was 
conversant  with  the  new  as  well  as  the 
old  developments  in  both.  He  was  a 
familiar  llriir^*  at  the  meetings  of  the 
l«>cal  medical  society  and  whenever  he 
w«.9  present  he  took  part  in  the  discus- 
fiions.  relatinir  to  medical  experiences  of 
years  ago  or  expresciinsr  himself  with 
reference  to  the  new  methods.  Again, 
whenever  in  the  courts  a  big  and  import- 
ant case  was  claiming  attention  he 
WDA  often  to  be  found  within  the  bar 
enclosure  watching  its  progress  and  his 
advice  was  not  infrequently  pougnt. 

tn  the  death  of  Dr.  Hakes  there  is 
removed  another  of  the  old  and  staunch 
flgi'res  which  have  environed  Wilkes- 
Barre  with  an  air  of  conservative  intel- 
lectuality, names  which  will  ever  reflect 
credit  upon  the  dty  and  be  associated 
with  its  most  conspicuous  past  at- 
tributes. 

Dr.  Hakes  was  a  member  of  the  Lu- 
zerne County  Medical  &»ciety  and  the 
Far  Association. 


DEATH  OF  JOSHUA  M.  CAREY. 

[Daily  Record,  April  25,  1904.] 

The  Mount  Vernon  (N.  Y.)  Dally 
Eagle  of  April   21   has   the  following: 

Dr.  Joshua  M.  Carey,  a  prominent 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  at  one 
time  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  leg- 
islature, died  April  20  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  Clarence  Smith, 
Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  after  an  Illness  of 
one  year.  During  the  period  of  Dr. 
Carey's  invalidism  and  confinement  to 
his  bed  there  were  frequent  fluctua- 
tions in  his  condition,  from  each  of 
which  he  rallied,  although  In  each  In- 
stance with  a  slightly  lowered  vitality. 
The  last  change  for  the  worse  last 
Sunday  was  so  much  more  pronounced 
than  the  previous  attacks  had  been 
that  it  convinced  the  attending  physi- 
cians that  their  patient  had  not  many 
more  days  to  live. 

Dr.  Carey  preserved  his  mental 
vigor  to  a  remarkable  degree  and  even 
when  he  realized  the  approaching  end 
he  spoke  to  his  relatives  and  friends 
regarding  it  with  calmness. 

Dr.  Carey  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Mlnlslnk,  Orange  County,  New  York, 
in  1834,  his  father  being  Samuel  Carey, 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  that  place,  and 
his  grandfather,  Absalom  Carey,  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Revolution.    He  came  froxp 
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good  figrhtinff  stock,  as  the  recorda  of 
the  famous  battle  of  Wyoming,  in 
Pennsylvania,  show  that  there  were 
ten  of  his  great  uncles  in  that  action, 
six  of  whom  lost  their  lives. 

In  the  year  1845  his  father  moved 
the  entire  family  to  Wyoming  County, 
Pa.,  where  Dr.  Carey  began  to  attend 
the  R  M.  Institute  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  honors  in 
1859.  He  immediately  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  followed  it 
faithfully  until  he  was  unanimously 
nominated  and  elected  to  the  office  of 
coroner  of  Wyoming  County,  from 
which  time  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War  he  ably  and  honorably 
filled  this  position  of  public  trust  In 
1861  when  this  republic  was  on  the 
eve  of  a  crisis  which  promised  to  shake 
the  very  foundation  of  the  govern- 
ment President  Lincoln  issued  a  csdl 
for  volunteers,  and  Dr.  Carey  was 
among  the  first  to  respond.  He  en- 
listed as  a  private  In  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Mounted 
Volunteers,  also  known  at  the  War 
Department  as  the  Sixteenth  Regi- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  Dr. 
Carey's  record  in  the  service  of  his 
country  has  been  equalled  by  few  vet- 
erans. 

The  United  States  War  Department 
gives  his  record  as  follows:  Joined  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  near  Falmouth, 
Va.,  Jan.  10,  1863;  action  at  Hart  wood 
Church,  Feb.  25,  Kelly's  Ford,  March 
17;  under  artillery  fire  near  Beverly 
Ford,  April  15-18;  skirmish  at  Kelly's 
Ford,  April  29;  guard  of  trains  during 
combat  at  Brandywine  Station,  June 
9;  engagement  at  Aldie,  June  1; 
Mlddleburg,  June  18-19;  action  at  Up- 
perville.  June  21;  Ashley  Gap,  June  21- 
22;  battle  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  2- 
3;  actions  at  Shertown,  July  16-16; 
AmissiviUe,  Aug.  11-13;  near  Culpep- 
per Court  House,  Sept.  11-13  and  on 
Cedar  Mountains  Road,  Sept.  14;  Brls- 
teo  campaign,  Oct.  9-22;  engagement 
at  Jeffersonston,  Oct.  12;  actions  at 
Auburn,  Catletts  and  Bisteo  Stations 
and  Kettle  Run,  Oct.  14;  operation  on 
Mine  Run,  Nov.  26,  Dec.  2;  action  at 
Parker's  Store,  Nov.  29;  raid  to  Front 
Royal,  Jan.  1-4,  1864;  raid  on  Rich- 
mond, Feb.  28,  March  4;  combats  at 
Todd's  Tavern,  May  5-8;  raid  to  James 
River.  May  9;  combats  at  Beaver  Dam 
Station,  May  9-10;  Ground  Squirrel 
Road  and  Yellow  Tavern,  May  1;  ac- 
tion at  Brook  Church,  fortifications  of 
Richmond.  Ya.,  May  12,  Haw's  Shop, 
May  28;  Summer's  Bridge,  June  l;Tre- 
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villian  Station,  June  11;  near  Tunstall 
Station,  June  21;  St  Mary's  Church. 
June  24;  siege  at  Petersburg,  July, 
1864,  April,  1865;  operations  at  Deep 
Bottom  and  Strawberry  Plains  July 
26-30;  near  Malvern  Hill,  July  29  and 
Aug.  14;  engagement  at  Deep  Run, 
Aug.  16;  descent  on  Weldon  R.  R. 
Aug.  22-26;  action  near  «<leams  Sta- 
tion, Aug.  25;  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Sept.  15;  Hatcher's  Run,  Ocw  26-27; 
action  at  Stony  Creek  Station,  Dec.  1; 
captured  a  fort,  two  guns  and  seven- 
teen prisoners;  raid  on  Weldon  R.  R. 
Dec.  7-11;  action  at  Jarratt's  Station, 
Dec.  8;  near  Dispulants  Station,  Jan. 
9.  1865;  Second  Hatcher's  Run.  Feb.  2- 
7;  skirmish  at  Gravelly  Run,  Feb.  8; 
Dinwiddle  Court  House,  March  1;  bat- 
tle of  Five  Forks,  April  1;  action  at 
Amelia  Springs.  April  6;  battle  of  Sail- 
ors* Creek,  April  6;  action  near  Farm- 
vlUe,  April  17;  surrender  of  Lee'a 
Army  at  Appomattox  Court  House, 
April  9;  duty  in  Lynchburg,  April  to 
August;  mustered  out  Aug.  11,  1866. 

He  waa  badly  wounded  in  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Wilderness  and  was  after 
this  promoted  for  personal  bravery, 
and  was  presented  with  an  elegant 
sabre  by  his  companions  in  arms. 

He  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war  and  was  during  reconstruction  ap- 
pointed provost  marshal  of  Camp- 
bell County,  Va.,  which  position  he 
held  until  war-ridden  Virginia  was 
again  predominated  by  civil  laws. 
After  he  was  mustered  out  he  again 
took  up  the'  practice  of  his  profession, 
but  his  country,  that  he  had  so  faith- 
fully served  in  war,  again  demanded 
his  services  in  peace,  and  he  was  elect- 
ed to  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  in  1882, 
serving  In  the  sessions  of  1883-84. 
After  the  closing  of  the  legislature  his 
health  began  to  fall,  as  a  result  of  the 
wound  received  In  the  Wilderness,  and 
he  took  a  long  Journey  to  the  West  In- 
dies, returning  after  a  year  with  his 
health  partially  restored.  He  then  be- 
came the  assistant  of  Prof.  Robert  A. 
Gunn,  who  was  at  that  time  one  of  the 
foremost  physicians  and  surgeons  in 
New  York. 

In  the  year  1887  he  opened  an  office 
and  began  practice  of  his  profession 
in  New  York,  which  he  continued  unt!? 
his  health  failed. 

Before  his  illness  Dr.  Carey  was  a 
man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  be- 
ing over  six  feet  in  height  and  weigh- 
ing about  225  pounds,  and  was  enter- 
taining in  conversation,  and  told  many 
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interestinsT  anecdotes  of  the  Civil 
War. 

He  was  charitable  to  a  fault  and  it 
was  his  boast  that  he  never  refused  a 
mendicant  help. 

Theodorus  Qarman,  a  prominent  at- 
torney and  counsellor  at  law  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  a  large  gathering  of  vet- 
erans in  Tunkhannock,  Pa.,  spoke  very 
feelin^rly  of  ''Capt.  Carey,"  and  in  his 
closing  remarks  said:  "No  truer  nor 
more  courageous  man  amongst  Penn- 
sylvania's sparton  sons  e'er  stood  up- 
on a  battlefield,  or  never  did  comrades 
bestow  a  gift  more  worthily  than  when 
they  presented  Capt  Carey  with  a 
beautiful  sword  betokening  their  par- 
ticular affection  and  esteem." 

Dr.  Carey  leaves  a  wife,  one  sister, 
Mrs.  Emily  Vannostran  of  Waverly,  N. 
Y.,  and  Judge  Henry  D.  Carey.  City 
Island,  New  York  City.  He  leaves  four 
children:  Mrs.  Minnie  Smith,  Mrs. 
Grace  Greene  and  Clarence  and 
Chauncey  Carey. 


DEATH  OF  JOHN  J.  8H0NK. 

[Daily  Record,  May  2,  1904.] 

Hon.  John  J.  Shonk  of  Plymouth,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  resi- 
dents of  Luzerne  County,  died  at  1 
o'clock  yesterday  morning  of  general 
debility  after  a  lengthy  illness. 

Mr.  Shonk  was  another  of  the  pioneer 
coal  operators  of  the  anthracite  region 
and  helped  build  up  the  trade  upon  a 
substantial  and  solid  foundation.  For 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
bupinesa  and  his  name  will  ever  be  as- 
sociated with  the  development  of  this 
important  Industry. 

Hon.  John  Jenks  Shonk  was  born  at 
Hope.  N.  J.,  March  21.  1815.  and  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of 
Plymouth.  He  was  one  of  the  earlier 
coal  operators  of  the  valley  and  was  a 
merchant  in  that  town  for  a  number 
of  years.  As  early  as  1832  he  com- 
menced to  mine  coal  for  market,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  the  business  con- 
tinuously from  that  early  date  until  a 
short  time  ago,  when  he  retired  from 
active  business  and  took  a  well  earned 
rest.  He  had  large  interests  in  the 
mining  of  soft  coal  in  West  Virginia, 
being  president  and  director  in  the 
Williams  Coal  Co.  of  Kanawha,  the 
Cabin  Creek  Kanawha  Coal  Co.  and  the 
Kanawha  R.  R.  Co.  Mr.  Shonk  was 
also  interested  in  the  Wilkes-Barre  & 
Harvey's  Lake  R.  R.  Co. 

In  the  year  1875  he  was  the  candi- 
date of  the  Prohibition  party  for  the 
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legislature  from  the  Third  district,  and 
was  elected  by  a  majority  of  five  votes 
over  M.  A.  McCarthy,  the  Democratic 
nominee,  and  409  over  J.  H.  Qettle,  the 
Republican  nominee.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  ae  a  Republican,  defeating: 
Bryce  S  Blair,  his  Democratic  com- 
petitor, by  a  majority  of  646. 

Mr.  Shonk  has  been  married  three 
times.  His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  the  late  Ebenezer  Cham- 
berlin,  M.  D.,  a  native  of  Cheshire 
County,  N.  H.  His  second  wife  was 
Frances  Rinas.  daughter  of  Carpenter 
C.  Rinas  of  Plymouth.  Neither  of  the 
above  named  wives  left  any  children 
surviving.  The  third  wife,  whom  he 
married  in  1847,  was  Amanda,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Thomas  Davenport.  She 
died  eleven  years  ago,  and  she  was  the 
mother  of  all  his  children  now  living: 
Albert  D.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business,  besides  having  other 
interests,  such  as  mining,  etc.;  EUlEa- 
beth,  widow  of  E.  P.  Stephens,  and 
Clarissa,  wife  of  attorney  C.  W.  Mc- 
Alamey.  All  are  residents  of  Plym- 
outh. Deceased  was  the  father  of  the 
late  Congressman  George  J.  Shonk. 


AN  OLD  MEREDITH   RELIC. 

[Daily  Record,  May  3.] 
Mrs.  Theodore  M.  Milier  of  Scranton 
has  a  relic  whioh  is  quite  historic  and 
which  she  hesitates  to  part  with.  It  is 
a  bureau  which  was  owned  by  Q«n. 
Samuel  Meredith  and  used  by  George 
Washington  whenever  he  visited  at  the 
Meredith  home.  This  handsome  relic  is 
more  to  be  noted  now  because  of  the 
revival  of  memories  of  Gen.  Meredith, 
whose  long  forgotten  grave  is  now  to 
be  marked  with  an  Impressive  monu- 
ment. 

This  bureau  was  given  to  Gen.  Mere- 
dith shortly  after  his  installation  into 
the  treasurer's  office.  It  waa  built  in 
£3ngland  of  the  best  material  and  work- 
manship that  could  be  found.  It  was 
considered  the  beet  piece  of  furniture  in 
Philadelphia.  It  waa  at  this  house  that 
Washington  used  thr^  bureau,  m  the 
drawers  his  wig  and  powder  were  put, 
and  before  its  mirror  he  performed  his 
toilet,  and  this  bureau  of  antique  con- 
struction bears  its  115  years  with  be- 
coming dignity. 

On  his  removal  from  Philadelphia  to 
his  country  home,  Belmont,  in  Wayne 
County,  the  bureau  went  with  him  as 
a  reminiscent  of  his  good  friend,  Wash- 
ington. The  bureau  was  bequeathed  to 
MaJ.  Thomas  Meredith  and  he  In  turn  . 
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left  It  to  his  son  Samuel,  who,  when  his 
father  died,  placed  the  bureau  in  a  barn 
and  it  was  there  that  Mrs.  MSller*s 
mother  found  it  Since  that  time  It  has 
been  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Miller's 
family  and  is  likely  to  stay  there  for 
some  time. 

Several  largre  sum«  of  money  have 
been  offered  by  historic  societies,  but  it 
is  one  of  those  things  that  money  can't 
buy.  Efforts  havo  also  been  made  to 
have  it  placed  in  Independence  Hall, 
but  the  patriotism  of  the  family  will 
not  allow  It  to  go. 

It  is  likely  that  the  bureau  will  be 
placed  In  a  conspicuous  place  at  the 
time  of  the  unveiling  of  the  monument. 
— Scranton  Truth. 


DEATH  NEHEMIAH  R.  PACKARD. 

[Daily  Record,  May  4.] 

Nehemlah  R.  Packard  of  Mainesburg, 
Tioga  County,  died  on  April  20  at  Buf- 
falo, where  he  was  visiting  a  friend. 
He  was  married  in  1S71  to  Miss  Lorinda 
S.  Robinson.  Their  only  child,  a  prom- 
ising son.  accidentally  shot  himself  In 
his  eleventh  year  In  18S8.  Mr.  Pack- 
ard*8  geneology  is  an  Interesting  one. 

He  was  a  son  of  Rebecca  Packard, 
who  lived  to  ;he  remarkable  ag-e  of 
105  years.  6  months  and  17  days.  His 
maternal  grandfather.  Russel  Fall  Rose 
was  one  of  Washington's  body  guard 
at  Valley  Forge:  his  great  grandmoth- 
er was  Achie  Ball,  a  cousin  of  Gen. 
Washington's  mother.  Mary  Ball.  Both 
of  his  grandfathers  were  revolutionary 
sfildlers.  as  were  eight  of  his  great 
uncles. 

His  fattier  was  with  Commodore 
Perry  and  assisted  In  the  building  of 
the  fleet  that  drove  the  British  <>ut  of 
Buff  ale,  and  he  saw  Rankin  and  James 
Bird  shot  at  Erie  for  deserting  from 
the  brig  Niagara.  Emos  Rose.  his 
ur.cle.  was  a  mail  carrier  In  the  war 
of  1J^12.  Mr  Packard  'jrosped  the 
plains  in  1849  and  spent  some  time 
as  a  goldsciPker  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pike's  Peak.  He  enlisted  at  Denver 
as  a  Rocky  Mountain  ranger  In  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion.  In  which  three  of  his 
brothers  also  served  In  different  regi- 
ments. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  expedition 
agalr  St  Marmaduke  across  the  plains, 
which  suffered  greatly  from  hunger 
and  lack  of  forage,  and  It  Is  said  that 
when  but  four  crackers  were  issued 
to  the  famishing  soldiers  he  gave 
three  of  Us  tc  his  horse  with  the  re- 
sult that  of  six  or  seven  horses  to  com- 
plete the  fatal  march  one  was  his. 
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STANDING  STONE. 

[Daily  Record,  May  4.] 

Passengers  on  the  Lehigh  Valley 
road  up  the  Susquehanna  will  readily 
recall  a  station,  a  little  south  of  To- 
wanda— called  Standing  Stone.  It  is  a 
small  village  at  which  only  local  trains 
stop.  In  days  when  the  North  Bran^ 
Canal  was  in  operation,  affording  cheap 
transportation  of  freight  to  the  inhabi- 
tants aloBg  the  Susquehanna,  not  a 
little  business  was  done  at  this  place, 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  substantial 
warehouse— at  the  side  of  the  old  canal 
—the  old  hotel  and  Tracy  store  build- 
ing on  the  main  street,  all  now  unoc- 
cupied. Mr.  Tracy  was  the  successor 
of  Hon.  David  Wilmot  in  Congress, 
and  in  the  fifties  carried  on  an  exten- 
sive mercantile  trade  here,  the  little 
hamlet  at  the  time  being  a  business 
centre. 

The  village  takes  its  name  from  a 
huge  rock— a  mile  below  the  station,  on 
the  west  shore  of  the  river— which  at 
an  early  day,  during  some  convulsion 
became  detached  from  a  ledge  at  the 
top  of  the  mountain  and  ploughed 
down  the  precipitous  side  into  the  bed 
of  the  stream,  planting  itself  upright 
about  forty  feet  from  the  shore.  As  it 
tore  down  the  mountain.  It  swept  trees 
and  other  obstacles  In  its  way,  the 
track  being  still  visible,  showing 
that  the  disturbance  occurred  at  no 
very  remote  period.  Though  the  stone 
as  seen  from  the  railroad,  does  not 
particularly  Impress  one  with  its  sixe. 
yet  from  its  top  to  the  river  at  low 
water,  is  forty-four  feet,  while  its 
width  is  sixteen  feet  and  its  thickness 
four  feet. 

"Brick"  Pomeroy,  writing  up  a  trip 
made  by  him  down  this  valley  nearly 
thirty  years  ago,  In  speaking  of  this 
attractive  local  feature,  said  that  when 
it  left  its  bed  and  came  thundering 
down  from  its  mountain  home,  the  In- 
dians occupying  the  bottom  lands  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river  were  ter- 
rorized, regarding  it  as  an  earthquake, 
from  the  destruction  of  which  they  fled 
In  a  panic.  While  this  may  be  true.  It 
lacks  historic  conflrmatlon  and  evi- 
dently Is  only  traditional.  But  history 
Informs  us  that  when  Gen.  Sullivan 
passed  up  this  valley  in  August,  1779. 
he  halted  over  night  opposite  the  stone, 
and  the  next  morning  the  artillerymen, 
using  the  rock  as  a  target,  blew  a  cor- 
ner off,  the  absence  of  which  is  plainly 
visible  from  the  car  windows. 

In  those  days— say  from  1830  to  1870— 
when  the  Susquehanna  was  used  as  a 
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highway  down  which  millions  of  feet 
of  sawed  lumber  were  run  In  rafts  to 
market  In  the  southern  part  of  the 
State,  the  rock  served  as  a  guide-board 
to  the  pilots.  But  now  It  seemingly 
answers  no  special  purpose,  being  in 
too  much  of  an  out-of-the-way  place 
to  be  available  for  even  daring  patent 
medicine  men,  who,  with  an  eye  to 
business,  utilize  picturesque  objects 
upon  which  to  advertise  their  decoc- 
tions. But  as  a  simple  landmark — un- 
adorned by  traditions  of  Indian  ro- 
mance, and  much  less  by  tales  of  san- 
guinary conflict  between  opposing  clans 
of  infuriated  red  men— the  rock  will 
attract  the  observing  tourist  or  the 
admirer  of  nature  in  her  freaks,  Its 
picturesqueness  growing  in  favor  and 
its  popularity  augmenting  with  years, 
till  the  elements  shall  have  wasted  its 
material  to  dust. 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  I.  A.  STEARNS. 

[Dally  Record,  May  7,  1904.] 
After  an  illness  of  some  ten  years 
Mra  Chlorinda  Wadhams  Stearns,  wife 
of  Maj.  Irving  A.  Stearns,  passed  pain- 
lessly and  peacefully  out  of  life  yester- 
day  at  7:45  p.  m.  Though  Mrs.  Stearns 
had  been  In  impaired  health  since  1893, 
the  acute  illness  which  carried  her 
away  wa«  of  only  a  week's  duration. 
The  loss  of  her  son,  Capt.  L.  Denlson 
Stearns,  a  young  ofllcer  who  gave  up 
his  life  for  his  country  during  the 
Spanish-American  war  of  1898,  was  a 
crushing  blow  to  the  invalid  mother, 
but  she  bore  up  bravely  and  recovered 
from  the  ahcck.  She  is  survived  by  a 
young  daughter,  £>stber  Shoemaker 
Stearns,  and  by  her  husband,  MaJ. 
Irving  A.  Stearns,  to  whom  the  sym- 
pathy of  a  large  circle  of  friends  will 
go  out  in  this  hour  of  bitter  trial.  Mrs. 
Stearns  is  survived  by  one  brother.  Dr. 
Levi  I.  Shoemaker,  and  by  four  sis- 
ters: Mrs.  R.  V.  Norrls  and  Miss  Jane 
Shoemaker,  both  of  Wilkes-Barre; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  I>.  Dicker- 
man,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  Caroline, 
wife  of  William  G.  Phelps,  Blngham- 
ton. 

Mrs.  Stearns  was  born  In  the  Shoe- 
maker homestead  in  Wllkes-Barre,  op- 
posite St.  Stephen's  Church,  and  spent 
her  entire  life  here.  She  wa*  educated 
in  Wllkes-Barre  and  at  New  Haven, 
where  she  was  a  pupil  at  Miss  Terry's 
School.  On  May  20,  1872.  she  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  MaJ.  Steams,  who  is 
now  crushed  with  sorrow  at  the  taking 
away  of  his  beloved  consort. 
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Mrs.  Stearns  wa«  a  life  lonir  member 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and 
wa«  actively  Identified  with  several  of 
the  local  benevolences  until  her  health 
failed.  E^ren  then  she  continued  on  the 
directorate  of  the  Home  for  Friend- 
less Children  and  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association  up  to  the  time  of 
her  death.  She  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Historical  Society. 

On  both  her  paternal  and  maternal 
side  Mr*.  Stearns  came  from  pioneer 
stock  of  Wyoming  Valley.  Her  father 
w£Ui  Hon.  Lazarus  D.  Shoemaker,  who 
died  In  1893.  Her  mother  was  Esther 
W.  Wad  hams,  (died  1889)  whose  father, 
Samuel  Wadhams,  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  Plymouth,  Pa,  Rev. 
Noah  Wadhams  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Methodism  here.  The  Wad- 
hams  family  came  from  Ebigland  In 
1650.  The  paternal  great-great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Steams  was  Benjamin 
Shoemaker,  one  of  the  settlers  who 
came  to  Wyoming  Valley  In  1763,  the 
year  the  first  settlement  was  exter- 
minated by  the  Indiana.  A  eon  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Wyoming  In 
1778,  leaving  an  Infant,  who  came  to  be 
the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Steams. 


DEATH  OF  CHA8.  W.  JENKINS. 
[Dally  Record,  M^y  11,  1904.] 

By  the  death  of  Charles  W.  Jenkins 
of  133  North  Franklin  street,  which  oc- 
curred yesterday  morning,  WUkes- 
Barre  has  lost  one  of  Its  best  known 
citizens.  He  had  been  confined  to  his 
room  for  the  past  few  months  and  the 
cause  of  death  was  heart  trouble.  He 
comes  from  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  the  Wyoming  Valley  and  is  a  de- 
scendant of  the  noted  Col.  John  Jen- 
kins of  Revolutionary  fame. 

Mr.  Jenkins  was  bom  In  Plttston  on 
Sept.  26,  1840.  his  parents  being  Jabez 
Hyde  Jenkins  and  Mary  Larnard  Jen- 
kins, the  former  a  arrandson  of  Col. 
John  Jenkins.  His  maternal  ancestors, 
the  Larnard  family,  came  from  Con- 
necticut and  settled  at  Wyoming  In 
1795.  Throughout  his  boyhood  days  he 
resided  near  the  place  of  his  birth  and 
was  a  student  at  the  Plttston  public 
schools  and  also  at  Wyomlnsr  Seminary. 
He  had  been  connected  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  since  boyhood.  He 
was  married  on  Nov.  12,  1863,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Davis  of  Plttston,  after  which 
he  moved  to  Plymouth,  where  he  em- 
barked In  the  hardware  business  with 
his  brother-in-law.  Col.  A.  P.  Barber, 
which  business  was  conducted  for  about 
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twenty  years.  This  business  was  dis- 
posed of  and  he  came  to  this  city  and 
embarlced  in  the  retail  shoe  business. 
He  was  successful,  but  retired  about 
six  years  ago.  His  business  ventures 
Rained  him  a  wide  circle  of  acquain- 
tances and  as  he  was  a  man  of  genial 
disposition  he  readily  became  popular. 

Mr.  Jenkins  was  a  member  of  the 
Knights  Templar  and  also  of  St.  John's 
Lodge  of  Plymouth. 

Besides  his  wife  the  following  chil- 
dren are  left:  Mrs.  Eklward  Roderick, 
Scranton;  May  Jenkins,  Mrs.  PhiUn 
Hessel  of  this  city,  and  Charles  Jenkins. 
Scraiiton.  The  surviving  brother  and 
sisters  are:  Mrs.  Helen  P.  Barber  and 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Schooley  of  this  city  and 
John  K.  Jenkins  of  Cheyenne,  Wyo- 
ming. 


DESCENDANT  OF  BRANT. 

[Daily  Record.  May  11,  1904.] 

The  passing  of  JaYnes  Kerby  of  Chi- 
cago suggests  some  interesting  and  im- 
portant incidents  of  American  history, 
says  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean.  A  gen- 
tleman of  the  old  school,  his  dress  and 
deportment  had  made  him  for  a  gener- 
ation a  picturesque  and  notable  figure 
of  the  Board  oi  Trade.  But  the  most 
noteworthy  fact  about  him  was  that  he 
was  a  descendant  of  Joseph  Brant — 
Thay-en-do-ne-ga,  the  famous  Mohawk 
chieftain. 

As  Mr.  Kerby  was  78  years  of  age,  it 
is  likely  that  only  three  generations 
separated  him  from  the  time  of  his 
famous  ancestor,  and  of  "Lady  John- 
son" and  of  Sir  William  Johnson— days 
when  the  United  States  was  in  the 
making  and  the  fate  of  the  future  na- 
tion hung  in  the  balance. 

This  particular  chain  of  historical 
events  begins  with  Samuel  Champlaln, 
the  sovereign  representative  in  Amer- 
ica of  the  king  of  France.  Champlaln 
made  a  savage  foray  from  Canada  upon 
the  Six  Nations— the  famous  Iroquois 
Confederacy  of  the  Indians  of  New 
York.  The  Six  Nations  swore  eternal 
enmity,  and  thereafter  stood  like  a 
stone  wall  between  the  French  and 
their  Indian  allies  on  the  west  and  the 
Kngllsh  settlements  on  the  Atlantic 
coast. 

When  the  struggle  between  the 
French  and  the  English  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  continent  became  acute 
providence  raised  up  Sir  William  John- 
son, the  man  who  dominated  and  held 
faithful  the  Six  Nations  for  a  genera- 
tion before  the  Revolution.      His  rule 
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was  absolute,  partly  because  of  his 
personality,  but  nrincipallv  because 
MoUle  Brant,  the  sister  of  Joseph  Brant, 
was  "Lady  Johnson,"  the  mistress  of 
his  mansion,  the  mother  of  his  children, 
the  link  that  bound  together  his  for- 
tunes and  those  of  the  Six  Nations. 
Had  the  Iroquois,  like  the  other  In- 
dians, fallen  under  French  uomination. 
this  might  to-day  be  a  Latin  country. 

Joseph  Brant  was  educated  at  Dr. 
Wheelock's  Academy  at  Lebanon, 
Conn.,  and  learned  the  game  of  war 
under  Sir  William  Johnson  in  the 
Crown  Point,  Niagara  and  St.  Law- 
rence campaigns.  He  was  Sir  William's 
right  hand,  as  Mollie  Brant  was  his 
left. 

Sir  William  Johnson  died  suddenb' 
two  years  before  the  Revolution. 
Whether  he  would  have  espoused  the 
English  or  the  American  cause  is  one 
of  the  conjectures  of  history.  Had  he 
cast  his  lot  with  the  colonists,  in  all 
probability  he  would  have  continued  to 
dominate  the  Iroquois  Confederacy— 
and  a  bloody  chapter  of  the  Revolution 
would  never  have  been  written. 

As  it  was,  his  last  words  were  in  the 
Iroquois  tongue,  and  to  Brant  "Joseph. 
I  am  going  away.  Control  your  peo- 
ple— "  He  died  before  he  finished  the 
sentence.  What  he  meant  to  sav  can 
only  be  surmised.  But  the  Six  Nations 
interpreted  his  words  to  mean  that 
with  his  last  conscious  breath  Sir 
William  had  bequeathed  his  mantle  to 
Brant  and  bidden  him  to  be  faithful  to 
the  English. 

Brant  was  therefore  almost  unani- 
mously elected  grand  sachem  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy.  He  went  to  Eng- 
land and  was  given  the  commission  of 
colonel.  Returning,  he  led  his  people 
against  the  Americans.  An  educated 
man,  an  able  general,  a  born  leader 
and  a  kingly  presence,  history  bears 
witness  that  he  was  no  less  a  peril  to 
the  colonies  in  their  rear  than  were  the 
British  in  their  front. 

After  the  Revolution  Brant  induced 
his  people  to  make  a  permanent  peace 
but  he  and  his  sister  and  her  children 
went  to  Canada.  Of  "Lady  Johnson's" 
two  sons  there  is  no  trace;  her  six 
daughters  all  married  white  men.  Brant 
died  in  1807  on  the  family  estate  on  the 
Grand  River,  leaving  four  sons  and  a 
daughter.  John  his  youngest  son,  be- 
came in  time  principal  chief  of  the  Six 
Nations,  fought  against  the  United 
States  In  the  War  of  1812,  was  made 
captain,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
provincial    Parliament.      Joseph  Brant 
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rests  under  a  mausoleum  on  the  banks 
of  the  Grand  River. 

Thus  It  is  seen  how  young  a  nation  is 
the  United  States  of  America  and  on 
what  seemingly  trivial  things  hangs  the 
fate  qf  nations. 


HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

[Daily  Record.  May  12.  1904.] 

There  has  just  been  issued  from  the 
press.  Volume  VIII  of  the  ''Proceedings 
of  the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geolog- 
ical Society."  a  splendid  volume  of  329 
pages.  It  covers  the  double  fleld  of  the 
society— history  and  geology— and  it 
has  the  merit  of  being  thoroughly  in- 
dexed, every  name  bemg  made  thus  ac- 
cessible to  the  reader.  The  titles  of  the 
papers  printed  are  as  follows 

The  Atlantosaur  and  Titanotherium 
Beds  of  Wyoming  (Illustrated),  by 
Frederick  B.  Peck,  Ph.  D. 

The  Buried  Valley  of  Wyoming,  by 
Frederick  Corss,  M.  D. 

A  Day  at  Asylum,  Pa.  (Portraits  and 
Map),  by  Rev.  David  Oaft. 

The  "Gravel  Creek"  Indian  Stone 
(Illustrated),  by  Rev.  Horace  EJdwln 
Hayden. 

The  Stone  Age.  Remains  of  the  Stone 
Age  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  and  Along 
the  Susquehanna  River  (Illustrated), 
by  Christopher  Wren. 

Jesse  Fell's  Experimental  Grate; 
Testimony  of  an  Eye  Witness,  by  Col. 
John  Miner  Carey  Marble. 

Count  Zinzendorf  and  the  Moravian 
and  Indian  Occupancy  of  the  Wyoming 
Valley.  1742-1763.  by  F.  C.  Johnson. 

The  Reminiscences  of  David  Hayfleld 
Conyngham.  1750-1834,  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary House  of  "Conyngham  &  Nes- 
bltt,"  with  Introduction,  Biographies 
and  Annotations,  by  Rev.  Horace  Ed- 
win Hayden. 

The  paper  by  Dr.  Peck,  who  is  pro- 
fessor of  geology  in  Lafayette  College, 
gives  an  interesting  account  of  an  ex- 
pedition made  to  the  btate  of  Wyoming 
in  1899  to  unearth  the  gigantic  fossil 
creatures,  known  as  the  atlantosaur 
and  titanotherium.  The  expedition  was 
organized  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Co..  and  the 
party  embraced  sixty-six  geologists, 
represting  thirty-two  institutions  of 
learning  from  all  over  the  United 
States.  The  expedition  covered  over 
300  miles  in  forty  days  and  the  chief 
object  of  the  expedition  was  the  study 
of  the  famous  fossils  in  the  region 
northwest  from  Laramie.  Dr.  Peck  de- 
scribes the  geology  of  the  fossil  beds 
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and  grives  an  idea  of  the  character  of 
the  huge  vertebrates  which  lie  entomb- 
ed in  them.  The  article  Is  Illustrated 
with  half-tone  views  of  the  region 
where  the  fossils  abound. 

The  second  paper  is  on  the  buried 
valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  between 
Pittston  and  Nanticoke.  by  Dr.  Fred- 
erick Corss  of  Kingston. 

A  paper  by  Rev.  David  Craft  tells  the 
story  of  the  French  settlement  at  Asy- 
lum, that  interesting  community  es- 
tablished on  the  banks  of  the  Susque- 
hanna by  refugees  from  France  during 
the  Revolution.  At  a  charming  spot 
along  the  upper  Susquehanna  the  dis- 
tinguished refugees  built  a  town  which 
they  called  Asylum,  and  here  Marie 
Antoinette  and  her  royal  consort,  the 
King  of  France,  would  have  found  a 
refuge  had  thev  not  fallen  victims  to 
the  guillotine  before  they  could  escape 
from  France.  An  interesting,  account 
is  given  of  the  attempt  made  by  the 
aristocratic  exiles  of  France  to  found  a 
home  in  the  wilderness,  though  their 
project  proved  a  failure.  When  Napo- 
leon was  elected  to  the  consulship 
160,000  of  the  emmigrant  nobMi*y  were 
allowed  to  return  to  France  and  their 
confiscated  estates  were  restored  to 
them.  Many,  however,  remained  in 
America  and  their  descendants  are 
found  along  the  Susquehanna  to-day. 
The  present  volume  reproduces  a  cur- 
ious old  map  of  Asylum  found  in  a 
book-case  that  was  knocked  down  un- 
der the  auctioneer's  hammer,  the  map 
having  been  the  property  of  the  late  C. 
Lw  Ward  of  Towanda.  The  article  is 
illustrated  with  portraits  of  some  of 
the  Asylum  exiles. 

The  curious  stone  in  the  i>ossession  of 
the  society  was  found  in  a  swamp  in 
Schuylkill  County,  inscribed  "Gravle 
Crick,  1752,"  and  is  believed  to  have 
been  an  Indian  implement,  but  who 
carved  the  inscription  can  only  be  con- 
jectured. The  only  whites  In  the  re- 
gion were  the  Moravian  missionaries 
from  Bethlehem. 

Mr.  Wren's  splendid  collection  of 
over  5,000  Indian  relics,  gathered  by  him 
along  the  Susquehanna,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  society.  The  paper  shows 
that  Lehigh  County  was  the  source  of 
much  of  the  raw  material,  as  quarries 
of  flint,  Jasper  and  chalcedony  and 
other  minerals  are  found  there.  Mr. 
Wren  has  been  a  successful  hunter  of 
Indian  relics,  his  collection  embracinfr 
hatchets,  axes,  pipes,  arrow  and  spear 
points,  pottery,  hoes,  gouges,  drills. 
knives,  celts  net  sinkers,  ceremonial 
stones,  etc. 
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While  the  histories  all  briefly  tell  of 
Count  Zinzendorf  and  his  missionary 
visit  to  the  Indians  of  Wyomin**"  Val- 
lev  in  1742,  and  his  thrillingr  adventure 
with  the  rattlesnake,  the  story  of  the 
Moravian  occupancy  has  never  been 
fully  told  until  now.  For  two  decades 
the  pious  Moravian  missionaries  from 
Bethlehem  made  missionary  journeys 
across  the  mountains  and  sousrht  to 
evangelize  the  Indians  who  resided  in 
the  valleys  of  Wyoming  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna. The  journeys  were  record- 
ed in  diaries  which  they  assiduously 
kept  from  day  to  day,  and  which  were 
deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  mother 
church  at  Bethlehem.  Some  of  these 
diaries  have  never  seen  the  light  of  day 
until  now.  The  paper  gives  a  portrait 
of  Zinzendorf,  also  a  half-tone  repro- 
duction of  Schiissele's  painting  of  Zeis- 
berger  preaching  to  the  Indians,  the 
original  .of  which  is  in  the  Moravian 
Historical  Society.  Schiiselle  made  a 
black  and  white  study  from  his  paint- 
ing. He  afterwards  gave  it  to  John 
Sartain,  who  used  it  in  his  engraving 
and  he  loaned  it  to  the  compiler  of  the 
paper,  for  half-tone  reproduction.  The 
Delaware  king,  Teedyscung.  was  burn- 
ed to  death  in  his  cabin  in  Wyoming  in 
1763  and  that  year  the  Moravian  occu- 
pancy of  Wyoming  ceased.  The  brave 
Moravians  had  done  their  work  and 
done  it  well,  but  the  savage  heart  was 
not  receptive  soil  for  the  gospel  seed. 
Though  sometimes  attended  with  grati- 
fying success,  there  was  not  that  wide- 
pprt-ad  evangelization  which  the  self- 
denying  Moravians  had  toiled  and 
struggled  for.  The  red  man  was  al- 
ready disappearing  under  the  ravages 
of  destitution,  drunkenness  and  disease 
(for  much  of  which  the  avaricious  and 
unprincipled  white  man  was  responsi- 
ble), but  the  hopeful  Moravian  mis- 
sionaries clung  to  him  to  the  kast  and 
were  faithful  to  the  end.  With  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  Indian  and  his  Mo- 
ravian teachers  came  our  new  civiliza- 
tion from  Connecticut. 

The  most  elaborate  paper  In  the  vol- 
ume is  that  devoted  to  the  "Reminis- 
cences of  David  H.  Conyngham,"  kins- 
man of  the  Conynghams  of  Wllkes- 
Barre.  Mr.  Conyngham  was  a  personal 
friend  of  Washington.  The  reminis- 
cences cover  three  periods  In  the  ex- 
perience of  the  author— first,  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  second  the  Whisky 
Insurrection  in  Pennsylvania,  and  third 
his  visit  to  the  then  new  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. D.  H.  Conyngham  was  a  son  of 
the  distinguished  Redmond  Conyng- 
ham. and  was  bom  in  1750,   his  death 
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occurring  in  1834.  Both  he  and  his 
father  were  members  of  the  commer- 
cial firm  of  Conyngham  &  Nesbitt, 
which  by  its  timely  aid  in  sending 
money  and  supplies  saved  Washington's 
army  from  starvation  at  Valley  Forge. 
The  reminiscences  are  recorded  in  most 
interesting  fashion  and  are  rendered 
doubly  valuable  by  being  profusely  an- 
notated by  Mr.  Hayden.  The  annota- 
tions are  rich  in  historical  data  not  be- 
fore made  public. 

In  addition  to  the  papers  mentioned, 
the  volume  gives  the  society  minutes, 
lists  of  oflflcers  and  members  and  re- 
ports of  the  several  officers. 

The  volume  is  from  the  Yordy  press 
and  the  price  is  $5. 

■  m  I 

GOVERNOR  PENNYPACKER'S  AD- 
PRESS. 

[Daily  Record.  May  14.  1904.] 
A  representative  gathering  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Historical  Society  last 
evening  heard  Governor  Samuel  W. 
Pennypacker  address  the  society  on 
"Early  Bibliography  of  Pennsylva- 
nia," a  subject  that  the  governor  has 
given  deep  study  and  on  which  it  is 
always  interesting  and  instructive  to 
hear  him  talk.  Governor  Pennypacker 
is  intensely  interested  in  the  early  his- 
tory and  literature  of  Pennsylvania 
and  has  long  been  regarded  as  an  au- 
thority on  these  subjects.  He  reached 
this  city  over  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R. 
yesterday  afternoon  at  4  o'clock  and 
was  escorted  to  the  home  of  Rev.  Hor- 
ace E.  Hayden.  whose  guest  he  was 
last  night.  For  some  time  the  society 
ha^  been  endeavoring  to  have  Governor 
POTinypacker  come  to  this  city  and 
make  ai^  address,  but  until  yesterday  he 
did  not  find  it  convenient  to  do  so. 

The  governor  is  prominently  identified 
with  historical  oreanizations.  He  is 
the  president  of  the  State  organization, 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  1812.  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  an  honor- 
ary member  of  the  local  historical  so- 
ciety. He  always  manifested  consid- 
erable interest  in  the  history  of  Wyo- 
ming Valley,  and  although  his  subject 
was  along  another  line  last  evening,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  briefly  allud- 
ing to  some  of  the  historical  incidents 
that  make  Wyoming  so  famous.  Dur- 
ing the  governor's  address  he  brought 
out  the  historical  fact  that  it  was  in 
Pennsylvania  that  the  principle  of  lib- 
erty of  the  press  was  first  contended 
for  and  not  in  New  York,  as  is  the 
general  belief. 
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GOVERNOR'S   REMARKS. 

Governor  Pennypacker  was  Intro- 
duced by  ex-Judge  Woodward,  who  said 
that  the  society  should  feel  honored 
to  have  with  It  the  chief  executive  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  a  man  who  Is 
unusually  interested  In  historical  or- 
flranliatlons.  In  his  opening:  remarks 
Governor  Pennypacker  said  -  that  he 
owed  the  society  an  apoloffy  for  ap- 
pearing before  It  on  such  an  interest- 
ing occasion  without  formal  prepara- 
tion. He  felt,  however,  that  an  off- 
hand address  often  appeals  with 
sreater  force  to  an  audience  and  is  apt 
to  be  more  Interesting.  He  admitted 
that  his  subject  was  suggestive  of 
something  technical  and  drv.  but  he 
said  he  would  endeavor  to  relate  some 
Incidents  that  would  soften  the  asperi- 
ties. He  said  that  if  the  members  of 
the  society  had  heard  of  him  at  all  it 
was  as  a  governof  judge,  but  he  wish- 
ed to  remind  the  audience  that  before 
he  was  either  he  was  a  book  hunter, 
a  pursuit  not  without  attraction. 

For  600  years,  since  the  establishment 
of  the  printing  press,  men  have  been 
putting  out  books  on  all  imaginable 
topics.  Many  of  these  productions  per- 
ish without  receiving  any  particular 
attention,  and  it  often  happens  that 
books  of  acknowledged  merit  disap- 
pear. Only  two  copies  of  the  book  es- 
tablishing the  principle  of  circulation 
of  the  blood  remain  In  existence.  Rum- 
sey  wrote  a  book  on  steamboats  twenty 
years  before  Fulton's  steamboat  ap- 
peared. 

There  is  always  something  of  a  sense 
of  discovery  in  rummaging  around  old 
books.  The  difference  between  a 
fisherman  or  a  hunter  and  a  book 
hunter  Is  that  the  former  goes  out  to 
destroy  and  the  latter  is  inspired  to 
discover  and  preserve  something. 

The  first  printer  in  Pennsylvania  was 
William  Bradford,  who  opened  an  es- 
tablishment in  Philadelphia  in  1685  and 
continued  the  business  until  1692.  The 
outcome  of  his  press  was  mainly  re- 
ligious almanacs  and  religious  books 
for  the  Quakers.  He  got  into  a  dis- 
pute with  the  Quakers  and  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  was  also  the  first 
printer.  Governor  Pennypacker  re- 
lated a  few  incidents  In  connection 
with  the  hunting  for  books.  He  told 
of  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  New  York 
being  found  in  the  store  of  Moses  Pol- 
lock in  Commerce  street,  Philadelphia, 
by  Dr.  Mlrnley  of  New  York,  who  pur- 
chased n  for  116.  When  Dr.  Blrnley's 
books  were  sold  at  auction  the  book 
wa.<?  FOld  for  1160. 
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The  general  opinion  is,  said  Qovem- 
or  Pennypacker.  that  the  liberty  o£  the 
press,  as  we  understand  it,  came  out 
o£  the  trial  of  John  Peters  Zanger  in 
New  York.  The  doctrine  did  not  ori- 
ginate in  that  trial.  Forty  years  pre- 
vious Bradford  printed  a  little  pamph- 
let called  "The  Appeal,"  which  was  re- 
garded as  seditious.  He  and  two 
others  were  arrested,  and  during  that 
trial  the  question  a«  to  whether  or  not 
the  truth  should  be  admitted  as  evi- 
dence was  contended  for.  This  trial 
led  to  the  introduction  of  the  libel  act 
by  Lord  Brskine.  The  doctrine  of  the 
freedom  of  the  press  is  therefore  due 
to  a  Philadelphia  Judge  and  two  Phila- 
delphia lawyera.  The  most  noted  of 
the  early  Pennsylvania  printers  was 
Benjamin  Franklin,  more  having  a 
knowledge  of  him  than  any  other  fol- 
lower of  the  craft  The  printing  which 
he  did  will  not,  however,  bear  compari- 
son with  those  who  preceded  him  or  his 
contemporaries.  Franklin  was  a  pub- 
lic man,  what  to-day  would  be  called  a 
politician.  The  work  he  did  in  the 
printing  line  was  regarded  as  Job 
printing,  those  things  which  were 
brought  to  him  through  his  connection 
with  public  affairs.  The  man  who  had 
more  to  do  with  the  introduction  of 
literature  in  America  than  any  other 
wa45  Robert  Bell,  who  began  to  print  in 
1768.  He  gave  us  the  first  edition  of 
Blackstone  and  he  was  the  first  printer 
who  had  the  courage  to  print  Thomas 
Payne's  pamphlet  on  "Common  Sense." 
Christopher  Sower  of  Glermantown  was 
also  another  early  noted  printer.  He 
printed  the  bible  three  times  and  the 
testament  seven  times  in  the  German 
language  before  it  appeared  in  £)nglish. 

Conditions  one  hundred  years  ago 
were  quite  different  than  they  are  to- 
day. At  present  there  are  few  pub- 
lishing houses  in  the  inland  towns,  the 
principle  of  consolidation  being  fol- 
lowed in  this  business,  as  in  all  others. 
One  hundred  years  ago  every  inland 
town  published  books  of  interest  to  the 
community,  and  the  study  of  these 
books  is  intensely  interesting.  Some 
years  ago  Christopher  Dock  of  Mont- 
gomery County  wrote  a  book  on  school 
teaching,  and  every  pedagogical  work 
printed  since  that  time  contains  some 
reference  to  it.  The  paper  was  print- 
ed by  Sower  in  1770.  At  Hunt- 
ingdon the  first  magazine  was  printed 
and  in  Somerset  County  the  bible  was 
printed  for  the  first  time  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  largest  and  most  Import- 
ant literary  venture  in  colonial  times 
was  printed  in  Lancaster  County.     It 
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took  thirteen  men  three  years  to  com- 
plete the  Job.  They  did  all  the  work, 
even  making:  the  paper  and  doing:  the 
binding.  It  should  be  a  source  of 
pride  to  Pennsyivanians  to  know  that 
the  bible,  Milton.  Shakespere  and 
Blackstone  were  printed  for  the  first 
time  in  America  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 

All  have  heard  of  Thackeray  and 
read  his  books,  but  not  all  know  that 
the  first  time  a  book  of  his  appeared  it 
was  in  America,  and  it  was  printed  in 
Philadelphia.  Governor  Penny  packer 
went  on  to  relate  a  few  anecdotes  in 
connection  with  his  experience  in  book 
hunting:  and  the  pleasure  and  satiafac- 
.  tion  of  the  pastime.  He  told  a  little 
of  the  history  of  his  own  family.  The 
Pennypacker  homestead  at  Pennypack- 
er  Mlile,  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  Pennypacker  family  since  1747.  It 
was  the  headquarters  of  Washin^on 
for  a  time  during  the  Revolution,  and 
the  governor  has  in  his  possession  a 
letter  written  by  Gen.  Washington  In 
the  house. 

He  closed  his  interesting  address 
with  a  few  words  of  commendation 
for  the  local  historical  society,  stating 
that  he  was  glad  to  see  so  much  energy 
manifested.  Historically,  he  said  that 
Wyoming  VaJley  is  a  most  interesting 
locality.  Its  name  is  significant,  its 
early  associations,  the  tales  of  Butler, 
story  of  Prances  Slocum  and  Queen 
Bsther  all  appeal  to  the  student  of 
history.  "The  Story  of  Wyoming"  is 
one  of  three  Pennsylvania  poems  that 
has  become  an  epic.  He  referred  to 
the  part  Wyoming  played  in  the  war. 
and  said  that  at  present  there  is  an 
outburst  of  industry  that  has  accumu- 
lated unspeakable  wealth.  You  should 
cherish  the  early  books  of  your  town 
and  see  that  your  organization  is 
maintained. 


PITT8T0N  FORT. 

[Daily  Record.  May  18,  1904.] 

The  Pittston  Gazette:  In  View  of  the 
intention  of  Dial  Rock  Chapter,  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution,  to 
place  a  neat  stone  marker,  bearing  a 
bronze  plate,  on  the  site  of  Pittston 
Port,  the  following  sketch  of  the  his- 
tory of  that  fort,  which  we  take  from 
the  official  State  work  on  the  subject 
of  the  frontier  forts  of  Pennsylvania, 
will  be  of  general  interest: 

Pittston  Fort  was  situated  in  the 
township  of  the  same  name,  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  now 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Pittston, 
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between  Main  street  and  the  river,  on 
land  occupied  by  the  lumber  yard  and 
buildings  of  J.  E.  Patterson  &  Co.  It 
is  nearly  opposite  the  site  of  Jenkins 
Port.  The  original  defensive  works  that 
occupied  this  space  were  built  under 
the  authority  of  the  proprietors.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  and  settlers 
held  in  Wilkes-Barre.  May  20  1772.  it 
was  voted:  "That  ye  Proprietors  be- 
longing to  ye  Town  of  Pittston  have  ye 
Liberty  to  go  into  their  town,  and  there 
to  forty-fle  and  keep  ia  a  body  near 
together,  and  Guard  by  themselves 
until  further  Notice  frotn  this  Commit- 
tee." In  accordance  with  this  vote  the 
proprietors  of  the  township  laid  out  the 
lot  mentioned,  for  the  purposes  of  a 
fort. 

THIRTY-FIVE  HOUSES. 

Each  proprietor  seems  to  have  had 
the  right  of  building  a  house  upon  the 
lot,  suited  for  defense  in  case  of  at- 
tack, and  following  a  general  plan  in 
respect  to  size  and  location,  which, 
when  completed,  would  form  a  fortifi- 
cation of  quite  large  dimensions,  and 
that  might  withstand  the  assaults  of  a 
large  force.  The  fort  was  composed 
of  thirty-five  houses  of  uniform  sise, 
built  of  logs,  the  houses  "standing  in 
the  form  of  a  pyramid  or  triangle,  the 
base  of  which  was  formed  by  the  river; 
each  one  bein^  placed  three  feet  with- 
in the  other,  on  the  upper  side,  so  that 
the  rear  of  each  successive  house  could 
be  defended  from  the  preceding  one. 
There  was  a  space  between  the  houses 
which  formed  the  base  and  those 
which  formed  the  sides  of  the  pyramid 
with  a  laro'e  gateway  which  was  flank- 
ed with  pickets  at  each  end.  The  upper 
side  faced  toward  the  river,  and  those 
on  the  river  side  faced  toward  the  hill 
or  the  enclosed  area.  Those  that  were 
next  to  the  river  were  constructed  so 
as  to  guard  against  an  attack  from  the 
Indians  creeping  along  the  bank.  The 
house  at  the  apex  of  the  triangle  was 
situated  on  the  highest  ground  and 
overlooked  not  only  the  fort  but  the 
river  and  surrounding  country:  on  the 
top  of  thi«  house  was  a  promenade  for 
sentries.  The  houses  were  so  construct- 
ed as  to  communicate  the  one  to  the 
other  from  the  upper  story.  Along  the 
north  comer  there  was  a  stream  of 
water  from  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fort  received  their  supply. 
BEX3UN  IN  1772. 

There  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  time 
the  fort  was  finished  in  accordance 
with  this  plan.  It  was  begun  in  1772, 
as  before  stated;  in  1774  several  of  its 
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houses  were  finished.  The  triangle, 
however,  was  not  complete  until  1779, 
or  perhaps  later.  It  is  certain  that  the 
fort  was  finished  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed soon  after  1779  and  remained 
in  use  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1778 
the  people  of  the  neighborhood  were 
sheltered  in  three  block-houses  sur- 
rounded by  a  stockade  built  in  the 
usual  way — this  being  a  portion  only 
of  the  fort,  with  the  stockade  added  as 
a  temporary  defense.  By  this  disposi- 
tion it  would  be  capable  of  being  de- 
fended by  a  smaller  garrison  and  also 
furnish  enouglf  room  during  the  emer- 
gency. 

All  the  families  living  in  PIttston 
and  Its  neighborhood  were  assembled 
within  this  enclosure  during  the  bat- 
tle of  Wyoming.  The  garrison  consist- 
ed of  about  forty  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Jeremiah  Blanchard, 
and  comprised  one  of  the  companies  of 
the  24th  Regt.  that  did  not  take  part  in 
the  battle.  The  responsibility  of  pro- 
tecting the  women  and  children  under 
their  charge  outweighed  every  other 
consideration.  It  is  said  also  that  Maj. 
Butler,  immediately  upon  his  arrival, 
gave  orders  for  the  collection  and 
guarding  of  all  craft  upon  the  river 
thereabouts,  making  communication 
with  the  opposite  bank  impossible. 
Prom  their  station  in  the  fort  the  peo- 
ple could  see  the  enemy  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  and  were  witnesses  to  the 
battle  and  flight  from  the  field,  as  well 
as  to  the  unspeakable  torture  practiced 
on  the  prisoners  the  night  following  the 
battle.  On  the  Fourth  of  July  the  fort 
was  surrendered  on  the  same  terms 
granted  to  the  other  forts,  an  assur- 
ance of  the  safety  of  the  lives  of  the 
occupants.  The  Indians  placed  a  mark 
of  black  paint  on  the  faces  of  the 
prisoners,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
known  and  saved  from  harm,  as  the 
savages  asserted;  and  telling  them  fur- 
ther, in  case  they  went  outside  the  fort 
each  should  carry  a  piece  of  white 
cloth,  for  like  purpose.  The  scenes  that 
were  enacted  at  Forty  Fort  were  re- 
peated here;  the  savages  plundered  the 
people  of  all  they  possessed. 

FLED  TO  THE  DELAWARE. 
As  soon  as  possible  after  the  surren- 
der most  of  the  inmates  of  the  fort  fled 
to  the  settlement  on  the  Delaware,  and 
made  their  way  thence  to  their  former 
homes  in  New  England.  A  few,  how- 
ever, as  happened  at  Forty  Fort,  de- 
tained by  sickness  or  other  causes,  re- 
mained in  the  fort  two  weeks  after  the 
battle,  subjected  to  the  constant  terror 
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and  molestatlQn  of  the  hordes  of  sav- 
ages that  infested  every  place.  After 
the  fort  was  deserted  it  was  partially 
burned  by  the  vagrant  Indians;  but 
within  two  years  thereafter  It  was  re- 
stored and  the  plan  before  described 
was  carried  out,  making  an  extensive 
and  strong  defensive  work.  The  houses 
of  the  fort  being  the  dwellings  of  the 
proprietors,  the  garrison  therefore  cona- 
prised  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township.  The  fort  remained  standing 
until  some  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  the  buildings  were  removed 
and  the  fort  lot  became  a  common  and 
was  used  for  several  years  as  a  public 
parade. 


DEATH  OF  JUDGE  HARDING. 

[Daily. Record,   May  20,   1904.] 

At  2  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  at 
his  home,  141  South  Franklin  street,  oc- 
curred  the  death  of  ex-Judge  Qarrick 
M.  Harding,  after  a  lengthy  illness  of 
an  aifection  of  the  throat.  His  con- 
dition for  a  few  weeks  had  been  so 
critical  that  the  nearness  of  death  was 
realized  and  the  family  patiently  await- 
ed the  end.  which  they  knew  would 
mean  relief  from  severe  suffering.  In 
his  death  there  is  removed  a  figure 
prominent  for  many  years  in  local  af- 
fairs. 

Qarrick  Mallery  Harding  was  bom  in 
Exeter,  this  county.  July  12,  1827,  and 
was,  therefore,  almost  77  years  of  age. 
His  ancestors  came  from  good  old  Puri- 
tan stock,  like  so  many  others  of  Wyo- 
ming Valley's  prominent  citizens.  They 
left  Massachusetts  in  the  early  days 
and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  then  a 
comparatively  new  region.  Stephen 
Harding  In  1669  was  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  Rhode  Island  and  both  he 
and  his  descendants  figured  extensively 
in  the  interesting  times  of  that  section. 

It  was  also  a  Stephen  Harding  who 
in  1774  came  to  the  Wyoming  Valley 
and  settled  in  Exeter,  near  what  is 
now  West  PIttston.  He  played  a  prom- 
inent part  in  the  stirring  scenes  of  the 
massacre  times  and  was  in  charge  of 
Fort  Wintermoot  during  the  massacre. 
To  Stephen  Harding  and  his  wife  nine 
sons  and  three  daughters  were  born 
and  one  of  the  sons.  John,  was  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  John  Harding  was  the  only 
survivor  of  the  family  In  the  awful 
massacre  which  created  such  devasta- 
tion among  the  white  population  of  the 
valley.  He  saved  himself  by  hiding  in 
the  water  beneath  some  willows.    Cer< 
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tainly  the  Harding  family  grave  its  ful) 
share  in  sacrifice  to  the  cause  of  the 
colonists. 

Isaac  HardinsT,  son  of  John,  removed 
in  1846  to  Illinois  and  became  a  judge 
of  one  of  the  courts  in  that  State.  He 
died  in  Illinois  in  1834.  He  was  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  ketch. 

Garrlck  M.  Harding  received  his  edu- 
cation in  Franklin  Academy,  Susque- 
hanna County;  Madison  Academy  at 
Waverly  and  also  Dickinson  College, 
Carlisle,  Pa.  He  had  a  great  love  for 
study  and  in  each  of  the  schools  made 
an  unusual  record  for  proficiency, 
graduating  from  Dickinson  with  high 
honor.  After  leaving  school  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  law  and  entered 
the  office  of  Hon.  Henry  M.  Puller 
who  was  a  leading  practitioner  at  the 
Luzerne  County  bar,  and  two  years 
later — in  1850 — was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice, forming  a  business  partnership 
with  his  tutor,  which  was  continued 
for  half  a  dozen  years. 

The  bar  of  Luzerne  County  was  at 
that  time  noted  for  its  ability,  the 
roster  containing  men  whose  names 
will  ever  be  associated  with  it, — men  of 
great  intellect  and  great  knowledge  of 
the  law.  The  newcomer  into  the  ranks 
soon  took  a  leading  place  among  these 
men  of  distinction.  He  was  eloquent 
in  pleading  and  his  practice  wa4i  mark- 
ed by  force  and  energy. 

In  1858  Mr.  Harding  was  nominated 
for  the  office  of  district  attorney  and 
his  opponent  was  Qen.  Winchester,  one 
of  the  strongest  attorneys  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic side.  Although  the  county  was 
largely  Democratic  Mr.  Harding  won 
by  a  majority  of  1,700  votes. 

In  1865  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  Henry 
W.  Palmer,  who  was  a  student  of  Mr. 
Harming,  and  the  partnership  was  con- 
tinued until  1870,  when  Mr.  Harding 
received  from  Governor  Geary  the  ap- 
pointment as  Judge  of  the  Eleventh  Ju- 
dicial district,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  John  N. 
Conyngham.  The  same  year  Judge 
Harding  was  elected  to  the  office 
against  so  formidable  an  opponent  as 
George  W.  Woodward,  ex-chief  Justice 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court. 

On  the  bench  Judge  Harding  gave 
evidence  of  the  characteristics  that 
marked  his  career  as  a  lawyer.  He  was 
a  hard  worker  and  dispatched  the  busi- 
ness before  him  expeditiously  and  in 
every  way  manifested  a  Judicial  dlspo- 
stion  and  talent. 

In  1879  Judge  Harding,  after  serving 
almost   ten   years*   resigned   from   the 
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bench,  and  when  it  became  known  that 
his  determination  to  retire  was  unal- 
terable Governor  Hoyt  appointed  to  the 
place  Stanley  Woodward,  who  also 
wore  the  ermine  with  distinction  and 
retired  only  recently. 

After  retirins:  from  the  bench  Judge 
Hardins:  resumed  practice  and  con- 
tinued until  a  few  years  ago,  when  he 
retired  to  private  life  and  to  the  rest 
which  was  so  well  deserved. 

In  connection  with  this  biography 
mention  should  be  made  of  an  act  on 
the  part  of  some  parties  who  tried  to 
have  Judge  Harding  impeached  while 
he  was  still  on  the  bench  early  in  1879. 
The  act  was  most  startling,  for  the 
reason  that  no  one  even  dreamed  of 
such  a  thing  and  there  seemed  abso- 
lutely no  ground  for  it  Judge  Harding 
was  not  annoyed  by  the  act  as  much 
as  were  his  friends  and  he  courted  the 
fullest  and  freest  investigation.  It  was 
evident  to  the  members  of  the  bar  and 
to  hundreds  of  Judge  Harding's  friends 
that  the  proceedings  were  instituted 
through  political  motives.  The  attempt 
at  impeachment  provoked  a  storm  of 
disapproval  throughout  the  State  and 
leading  newspapers  and  men  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
rallied  to  the  support  of  the  Judge.  The 
petition  of  impeachment  bore  the  names 
of  some  citizens  of  Luzerne  County 
who  were  little  known  and  it  is  said 
did  not  contain  the  name  of  a  single 
member  of  the  bar  either  In  Luzerne 
or  Lcu!kawanna  County.  The  charges, 
it  was  very  evident  from  the  whole 
proceeding  and  those  connected  with 
it,  were  without  foundation  and  had 
not  an  iota  of  standing.  Judge  Hard- 
ing presented  to  the  chairman  of  the 
general  judiciary  committee  of  the 
legislature  a  letter  asking  that  his  ac- 
cuser be  allowed  the  widest  possible 
laltitude  for  investigation  consistent 
with  views  of  right.  The  sub-commit- 
tee of  the  House  quashed  the  proceed- 
ings with  a  report  thAt  there  was  no 
ground  whatever  for  sustaining  them. 
Judge  Harding  was  fully  and  thorough- 
ly vindicated  of  charges  which  scores 
of  lawyers  and  men  prominent  in  all 
the  walks  of  life  greatly  regretted  were 
ever  brought  against  him. 

In  1852  Judge  Harding  married  Maria 
M.,  daughter  of  John  W.  Slosson  of 
Connecticut.  Mrs.  Harding  died  in  1867. 
Three  children  were  born  and  all  of 
them  survive.  They  are  MaJ.  John 
Slosson  Harding,  Henry  M.  Harding 
and  Mrs.  William  Curtin  of  Philadel- 
phia, wife  of  William  W.  Curtin,  only 
son  of  ex-Governor  Andrew  G.  Curtin. 
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Judge  Harding  was  one  of  the  Incor- 
porators of  the  Wyoming  Commemo- 
rative Association  and  took  deep  inter- 
est in  the  history  of  this  section  of  the 
country. 

In  the  death  of  Judge  Harding  one 
of  Luzerne  County's  most  prominent 
citisens  closes  a  career  that  will  ever 
be  prominent  in  the  records  of  the 
county.  As  lawyer,  district  attorney  and 
judge  he  commanded  public  attention 
and  stood  out  as  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  community.  He  was  a  man 
of  strong  physique  and  to  those  who 
came  In  close  contact  with  him  he  dis- 
played a  knowledge  of  men  and  of 
events  that  was  nothing  short  of  re- 
markable. Being  a  close  student  and  a 
keen  observer  and  having  a  mind  of 
great  capacity  he  acquired  a  fund  of 
information  which  proved  a  delight 
both  to  himself  and  to  others.  The 
past  few  years  he  spent  considerable 
time  at  his  farm  at  Bear  Lake  and 
there,  in  the  heart  of  nature,  he  found 
enjoyment  in  those  things  which  ap- 
peal to  the  person  whose  sympathies 
are  attuned  to  an  appreciation  of  the 
wonderful  works  that  apnear  in  the 
forests  and  the  fields  and  in  the  vari- 
ous forms  and  creations  of  nature's 
self.  Between  the  city  and  this  moun- 
tain retreat  he  spent  his  time  until 
there  came  upon  him  the  feebleness 
that  presaged  the  journey  to  the  Great 
Beyond. 


DEATH  OF  LEVI  A.  MINER. 

[From  Daily  Record,  May  27,  1904.] 
Many  residents  of  Luserne  County 
will  remember  Levi  A.  Miner  who,  in 
the  latter  seventies  founded  and  for 
several  years  edited  the  White  Haven 
Journal.  The  following  In  reference  to 
his  death  Is  taken  from  the  South 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Journal,  of  which  he 
was   part   owner: 

Levi  Albert  Miner,  died  May  19,  1904, 
at  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  George 
K.  Beidleman,  Milwaukee  avenue,  aged 
CO  years,  1  month  and  14  days. 

About  three  weeks  ago  Mr.  Miner 
was  afflicted  with  what  was  then  re- 
garded as  an  ordinary  boll,  but  which 
afterward  developed  Into  a  carbuncle 
which  was  extremely  painful  and  con- 
fined him  to  the  house.  Other  compli- 
cations set  In.  and,  notwithstanding  the 
best  medical  care  and  the  constant  at- 
tendance of  his  wife  and  sister  and  a 
trained  nurse  his  spirit  took  Its  flight 
on  Thursday  afternoon. 
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Mr.  Miner  was  bom  at  Maucb  Chunk, 
Carbon  County,  Pa.  His  father,  Levi 
Miner,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War 
and  was  wounded  in  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  He  died  in  1893.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Cath- 
erine Keefer.  died  in  1891. 

At  an  early  age  he  entered  a  news- 
paper office  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
learned  all  branches  of  the  printing^ 
craft,  and  after  some  time  spent  as  a 
traveling  Journeyman,  he  located  in 
Milwaukee  in  1884  and  accepted  a  po- 
sition on  the  E^rening  Wisconain.  He 
was  also  foreman  of  Yenowin's  News 
of  the  same  city,  for  about  five  years. 

Mr.  Miner  was  married  June  23, 
1885.  in  Hillsboro.  111.,  to  Sallie  Bve- 
lyn.  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  J.  Russell,  and  brought  his  wife  to 
Milwaukee,  where  they  continued  to 
make  their  home  until  January,  1893. 
He  then  moved  to  South  Milwaukee 
and  entered  into  business  with  his 
father-in-law  and  established  the  South 
Milwaukee  Journal,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Russell  &  Miner,  and  the  first 
issue  came  from  the  press  Jan.  28,  1893. 
From  the  first  Journal,  under  the  able 
management  and  judicious  editorial 
work  of  the  proprietors,  has  been  a 
recognized  influence  for  the  public  wel- 
fare of  the  city.  Mr.  Miner  never 
hesitated  to  take  a  decisive  stand  on 
the  side  which  he  believed  to  be  rifrht 
and  the  paper  has  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
city,  and  his  loss  will  be  greatly  felt. 

He  was  a  staunch  Republican  and  in 
1899  was  made  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican cltt  committee  of  South  Milwau- 
kee. In  1900  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Republican  convention  on  the  first 
formal  ballot  for  representative  of  the 
Third  assembly  district.  To  this  im- 
portant position  he  was  elected  and 
served  as  a  worthy  member  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Miner  was  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  having  joined  Rusk  Lodge 
No.  259.  of  this  city,  in  1894.  He  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  his  brethern 
and  in  the  following  year  was  raised 
to  the  degree  of  Master  Msison.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum, Washington  Lodge,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  of  this  city.  Milwaukee 
Typogranhical  Union,  No.  23,  and  the 
State  Press  Association. 

The  deceased  leaves  his  wife,  one 
sister.  Mrs.  G.  K.  Beidleman  of  this 
city  and  one  brother,  Irving  Miner,  of 
Allentown,  Pa.,  to  mourn  their  loss,  and 
they  have  the  deepest  sympathy  of  the 
entire  community,  for  Mr.  Miner  was  a 
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great  favorite  in  social  as  well  as  busi- 
ness circles. 

The  funeral  was  l^eld  on  the  21st  in 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  this 
city,  of  which  deceased  was  a  member, 
and  under  the  auspices  of  Rusk  L«odge, 
No.  259. 

Deceased  was  an  uncle  to  Charles  I. 
Beidleman  of  North  Washington  street, 
assistant  outside  superintendent  at  the 
Prospect  colliery. 


THE     STONE    AGE     IN     WYOMING 

VALLEY. 

[From  Daily  Record,  May  27,  1901] 

One  of  the  most  valuable  pamphlets 
of  an  historical  nature  that  has  been 
published  in  this  valley  in  many  years 
is  that  from  the  pen  of  Christopher 
Wren  of  Plymouth,  the  subject  under 
treatment  being:  "Remains  of  the 
stone  age  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  and 
along  the  Susquehanna  River."  Mr. 
Wren  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  be- 
fore the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geo- 
logical Society  some  time  ago,  and 
those  who  heard  it  commented  upon 
it  as  one  of  the  most  thorough  docu- 
ments of  the  kind  to  come  from  the 
pen  of  a  citizen  of  Northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  Wren  has  devoted  years 
of  work  to  the  collection  of  relics  of 
the  stone  age.  It  has  been  his  hobby, 
and  as  a  result  it  is  doubtful  if  any  of 
the  geological  societies  of  this  section 
of  the  State  have  a  more  complete  as- 
sortment of  such  implements.  The 
collection  has  been  placed  in  the  rooms 
of  the  local  society  on  South  Frank- 
lin street  and  few  have  seen  it  who 
have  not  spoken  in  the  highest  praise 
of  it. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  pamphlet 
Mr.  Wren  goes  on  to  tell  what  is  meant 
by  the  stone  age,  saying  that  from 
the  specimens  of  many  kinds  of  im- 
plements and  weapons  found  in  all 
parts  of  Europe  and  America.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  man,  at  some  time 
in  the  history  of  the  race,  depended 
upon  these  crude  tools,  which  he  had 
fashioned  out  of  stone  to  procure  and 
prepare  his  food  and  clothing,  and  to 
protect  himself  from  savage  beasts, 
and.  perhaps.  Just  as  savage  men.  Mr. 
Wren  states  that  the  necessity  for 
such  implements  was  no  doubt  greater 
in  the  northern  and  harsher  climates 
of  the  world,  where  the  getting  of  a 
bare  subsistence  required  effort  and 
strength  and  courage  not  required  in 
warmer  and  more  congenial  climate 
near  the  tropics,  in  which  nature  spon- 
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taneously  provides  food,  and  there  is 
little  need  of  clothiner. 

After  briefly  discussing:  the  stone  age 
in  Europe  and  some  of  the  discoveries 
in  connection  with  it,  Mr.  Wren  takes 
up  the  stone  age  in  America.  At  the 
time  of  the  discovery  of  America,  he 
says,  the  first  coming  of  the  peoples 
of  Europe  to  this  continent,  they 
found  the  inhabitants  here  still  using 
implements  made  of  stone.  Europe 
having  passed  through  the  stone  and 
bronze  periods,  the  implements  intro- 
duced into  this  country  were  made 
principally  of  iron,  steel,  copper  and 
the  American  Indian  stepped  directly 
from  the  stone  age  into  the  iron  age. 
A  few  speciments  of  aboriginal  copper 
implements  have  been  found  in 
America,  but  the  preponderance  of  evi- 
dence seems  to  point  toward  these  be- 
ing hammered  cold  from  pieces  of 
native  copper  which  had  been  found  in 
an  almost  pure  state.  Concerning  the 
local  field,  Mr.  Wren  says: 

''The  collection  of  relics  which  has 
given  rise  to  this  paper,  being  princi- 
pally of  a  local  character,  having  been 
gathered  in  the  region  of  Wyoming 
Valley  and  along  the  Susquehanna 
River,  it  seems  appropriate  to  make 
some  general  remarks  about  the  field 
covered  by  it. 

An  examination  of  the  map  of  Penn- 
sylvania shows  that  the  north  branch 
of  the  Susquehanna  River,  from  the 
New  York  State  line  to  its  junction 
with  the  West  Branch  at  Northum- 
berland, runs  almost  continuously 
through  a  mountainous  country.  The 
mountain  ranges  extend  for  miles  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  east  and  west 
In  early  times  all  of  this  region  was 
heavily  timbered,  except  perhaps  some 
of  the  sandy  bottom  lands  along  the 
river,  and,  compared  with  its  area, 
there  were  few  places  easily  adapted 
to  the  use  of  the  aborigines  in  planting 
their  crops  of  corn,  potatoes  and  other 
vegetables.  The  author  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  although  the  permanent  popu- 
lation along  the  Susquehanna  was  not 
large,  there  were  always  some  tribes 
living  there,  the  river  being  one  of  the 
chief  highways  between  points  in  the 
St.  Lawrence  region  on  the  north  and 
the  Potomac  region  on  the  south,  and 
the  trails  of  the  aborigines  no  doubt 
led  them  through  every  notch  or  gap 
In  the  mountains  when  making  their 
journeys  between  the  East  and  the 
West,  thus  avoiding  a  direct  climb 
over  the  mountains. 

•In  this  valley  small  creeks  or 
streams  break  through  the  mountains 
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at  Wyoming,  Luzerne  Borough,  West 
Nanticoke,  Hunlock  Creek  and  Shlck- 
shinny.  At  the  places  where  these 
small  streams  enter  the  river  there 
would,  In  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  be 
Junction  points  between  travel  by  river 
and  travel  by  rail.  These  points  were 
frequently  the  locations  of  important 
villages,  and  were  no  doubt  the  seat 
of  much  barter  and  trade.  At  one  of 
them  the  writer  thinks  he  has  found 
the  workshop  and  storehouse  of  an 
ancient  arrow  maker,  having  secured 
their  several  thousand  arrow  points 
and  other  implements.  It  Is  no  doubt 
true  that  the  aborigines  in  many  re- 
gions made  most  of  their  implements 
from  local  rocks  found  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  their  camping  and  hunting 
grounds.  It  seems  equally  true  that 
they  traveled  at  times  considerable 
distances  to  procure  materials  suitable 
for  their  purposes.*'  In  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Wren,  the  inhabitants  of  this  re- 
gion traveled  some  distance  to  secure 
suitable  rocks  out  of  which  to  make 
Implements,  owing  to  the  recent  origin 
of  the  rocks  in  this  vicinity  and  their 
consequent  softness. 

In  the  year  1902  Mr.  Wren  visited 
the  numerous  and  extensive  quarry  pits 
near  Macungle.  Liehlgh  County,  from 
which  the  materials  were  procured  to 
make  many  of  the  flaked  implements 
that  are  found  along  the  Susquehanna, 
and  of  adding  to  his  collection  samples 
of  un worked  materials.  The  Indica- 
tions are,  says  the  writer,  that  these 
quarries  were  used  for  centuries,  as 
great  quantities  of  various  colored 
flints,  quartz,  quartzltes,  chalcedony, 
and  similar  materials  have  been  taken 
from  them.  Along  the  range  of  hills 
extending  from  the  Delaware  River  In 
a  southwesterly  direction  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Reading,  a  distance  of  forty 
miles,  there  occur  about  two 
thousand  depressions  in  the  surface  of 
the  hillsides,  each  marking  one  of 
these  quarry  pits.  Mr.  Wren,  In  com- 
pany with  J.  Q.  Crevellng,  also  visited 
the  source  of  supply  of  a  black,  flinty 
stone,  or  basanite.  from  which  some 
of  the  writers*  specimens  are  made. 
The  location  Is  along  Chllllsquaque 
Creek,  about  three  miles  west  of 
Washingtonvllle,  Montour  County. 
The  material  found  here  was  rather  of 
an   Inferior  quality. 

The  pamphlet  contains  several  pho- 
tographic plates,  each  Illustrating  a 
number  of  selected  specimens  which 
have  been  found  within  the  past  fifteen 
years  along  the  Susquehanna.  River. 
One   of  the     finest     specimens  in  the 
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flrat  plate  shown  was  found  at  Boston 
Hill,  Plymouth  Township.  It  is  an  In- 
dian charm  stone  and  was  found  at  a 
depth  of  five  feet  under  the  surface  of 
an  Indian  burial  ground. 

In  the  early  part  of  1902  Mr.  Wren 
collected  a  large  number  of  specimens. 
The  writer's  collection  at  the  present 
time  consists  of  about  five  thousand 
three  hundred  pieces,  and  a  compari- 
son between  them  and  the  specimens 
illustrated  in  the  very  complete  dis- 
cussion of  the  "Manufacture  of  Stone 
Implements"  by  Prof.  W.  H.  Holmes 
shows  them  to  be  substantially  the 
same,  almost  every  type  which  he  il- 
lustrates being  duplicated  among  them. 
Space  will  not  permit  a  complete  de- 
scription of  the  collection.  In  general 
the  collection  includes  hatchets,  groov- 
ed and  plain  axes,  pipes  of  different 
kinds,  soapstone  and  clay  pottery,  ar- 
row and  spear  points,  saws,  hoes, 
spades,  gouges,  cres  or  "turtle  backs," 
bone  needles,  polishers,  tool  sharpen- 
ers, scrapers,  drills,  knives,  celts,  net- 
sinkers,  pendants,  mortars,  pestles,  pit- 
ted stones,  red  pigment,  yellow  ochre, 
beads,  hammer  stones,  war  club  heads 
and  points,  sinew  dressers,  ceremonial 
and  charm  stones,  banner  stones,  and 
many  others  too  numerous  to  mention. 

In  closing  the  writer  states  that  in 
his  opinion  the  subject  will  not  receive 
the  attention  of  which  It  Is  worthy  un- 
til the  student  recognizes  a  brother  In 
the  rude  savage  standing  at  the  door 
of  his  hut.  with  his  children  and  their 
mother  behind  him,  clothed  in  rude 
garments,  armed  with  a  great  club 
and  a  crude  stone-tipped  stick,  looking 
out  upon  nature  with  a  steady  eye  and 
courage  In  his  face,  and  saying  to  all 
the  world.  "This  Is  my  brood,  I  stand 
between  them  and  harm,"  and  shall 
come  to  feel  that  there  stood  a  man 
and  brother  to  a  king. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  EDWARD  QUMPERT 

[From  Daily  Record,  June  4.  1904.] 
By  the  death  of  Dr.  Cdward  Gum- 
pert  yesterday  morning  at  an  early 
hour  Wilkes-Barre  has  lost  its  oldest 
physician  and  one  of  Its  most  repre- 
sentative citizens.  Dr.  Oumpert  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  Louis  I.  Fisher 
on  North  Washington  street  at  5:30 
o'clock.  He  wais  aged  78  years  and 
death  was  due  to  paralysis  and  com- 
plications. 

Dr.  Gumpert  has  had  a  remarkable 
history  and  his  life  has  been  full  of 
ftininir  incidents.      He    was  bom  at 
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Frankfort-on-the-Main,  Germany,  on 
May  15,  1826.  His  parents  were  Daniel 
and  Sarah  Davis  Gumpert,  and  hie 
father  was  for  many  years  a  broker  at 
Frankfort.  He  waa  an  excellent  math- 
ematician and  in  his  youth  was  em- 
ployed in  one  of  the  largest  banking 
houses  in  Frankfort  After  some  time 
at  this  work  he  became  a  student  at 
the  University  at  Wurtzburg,  where  he 
took  a  complete  college  course,  and 
later  studied  medicine  and  eurgery  at 
the  same  institution.  He  received  his 
diploma  from  the  medical  college  in 
1850,  graduating  with  high  honors.  He 
practiced  medicine  in  Germany  for  a 
few  years  and  also  studied  at  the  hos- 
pitals of  Vienna,  London,  Paris  and 
Berlin.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man army  for  some  time  and  was  for 
a  while  commissary  general.  Liater  he 
was  exiled  from  GJermany  on  account 
of  some  political  troubles  and  was  a 
CO- patriot  of  the  noted  Carl  Schurz, 
and  came  to  this  country  on  the  same 
vessel  with  Schurz  and  became  a  warm 
personal  friend  of  his. 

When  he  came  to  this  country  he 
located  in  New  York  City,  but  found 
that  the  field  at  that  place  was  not 
to  his  liking  and  he  moved  to  Scran- 
ton.  He  stayed  there  for  a  number  of 
years  and  became  one  of  the  best 
practitioners  in  that  city. 

In  1873  he  came  to  this  city,  where 
he  had  been  located  ever  since,  and 
was  a  practicing  physician  until  a  few 
years  ago,  when  he  retired  from  active 
practice. 

He  offered  his  services  to  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  War,  and  was 
on  the  staff  of  Gen.  McClellan,  with 
whom  a  warm  personal  friendship  was 
commenced,  and  which  lasted  until  the 
time  of  the  latter'e  death. 

After  the  war  Dr.  Gumpert  became  a 
surgeon  on  one  of  the  Pacific  Mail 
steamship  lines  and  visited  many  for- 
eign countries.'  among  them  Mexico, 
Peru,  Chile  and  all  the  countries  of 
Central  America. 

Dr.  Gumpert  was  married  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Burtheim  of  Berlin  in  1855. 
Mrs.  Gumpert  died  in  this  city  on  Dec. 
25,  1891.  Two  children  were  bom  to 
them.  The  daughter.  Miss  Freeda,  was 
married  to  William  Fueret  of  Berlin. 
One  son  was  born,  the  late  Dagobert 
Gumpert,  who  was  quite  well  known 
in  this  city.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
one  of  the  leading  German  universities 
and  received  high  honors,  leading  his 
class  in  all  branches.  He  returned  to 
this  country  and  took  a  special  course 
of  three  years  at  Columbia   College  of 
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New  York,  and  then  bet  tied  in  this 
city,  gaining*  considerable  prominence 
as  a  physician.  He  died  June  19.  1893. 
and  his  death  preyed  heavily  upon  his 
father. 

Dr.  Gumpert  was  always  a  hard 
worker,  and  when  he  settled  in  this 
city  and  after  becoming  possessed  of 
quite  a  competence  he  took  an  active 
intereet  in  the  industrial  life  of  the 
community.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  North  street  bridge  and 
was  one  of  its  directors  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  pleas- 
ing personality  and  was  a  close  student 
even  to  within  three  weeka  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  man  of  recognized 
uprightness  and  his  word  was  as  good 
as  his  bond  at  any  time.  He  was  an 
extensive  reader  and  kept  in  touch 
with  the  progress  made  of  late  years 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. It  is  not  generally  known  that 
Dr.  Gumpert  during  recent  years  has 
devoted  a  geat  deal  of  his  time  and 
skill  to  quiet  acts  of  charity,  and  many 
a  poor  person  will  miss  his  kindly  acts 
and  his  skillful  care. 

Deceased  is  survived  by  one  daugh- 
ter, who  resides  in  Europe. 


REVOLUTIONARY     HERO'S     MEM- 
ORY HONORED. 

[From  Dally  Record,  June  8,  1901] 

At  a  private  grave  yard  two  and  a 
half  miles  above  Shlckshinny  the  de- 
scendants of  James  Search  and  a  few 
friends  met  on  Friday  afternoon,  June 
3.  1904.   to  perpetuate  his  memory. 

Wilbur  Search  made  a  few  remarks 
and  all  followed  in  repeating  tiie  Lord's 
prayer. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Niceiy  gave  the 
war  record  as  follows:  James  Search 
served  as  a  private  In  Capt.  Daniel 
Bray's  Co.,  2nd  Regt.,  Hunterton  Coun- 
ty New  Jersey  Militia;  also  served  as  a 
private  in  the  New  Jersey  State  troops; 
enlisted  in  May,  1778,  for  nine  months 
as  private.  Capt.  Ephrlam  Anderson's 
Co.,  Col.  Israel  Shreve's  2nd  Regt.,  New 
Jersey  Continental  line;  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  New  Jersey, 
June  28,  1778;  discharged  at  Newark. 
New  Jersey  Feb.  28.  1779.  Afterward 
served  six  months  in  the  same  regiment 
during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

James  Search  made  application  for 
pension  on  May  6.  1818,  at  which  time 
he  was  59  years  old.  Commencement 
of  pension  May  6,  1819.  His  annual  al- 
lowance was  $96.  which  was  the  largest 
amount  given  annually  to  privates. 
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Miss  May  Search  gave  a  historical 
sketch.  James  Search  was  bom  hi 
Scotland,  1759.  By  some  It  Is  said  the 
family  came  from  Leeds  City.  England, 
but  there  Is  no  proof  as  to  this  state- 
ment. He  with  his  parents,  William 
Search  and  Mary  McMasters  came  to 
America  In  1770.  They  landed  In  Phil- 
adelphia, but  settled  in  New  Jersey. 
The  father  and  his  two  sons.  James 
and  Lott.  Joined  the  malltia  of  New 
Jersey  in  1777  and  on  May  18.  1778.  The 
sons  enlisted  in  the  Continental  troops 
of  New  Jersey  and  stood  side  by  side 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Lott  was 
buried  in  the  Mound  Cemetery,  Racine. 
Wisconsin.  James  was  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Nescopeck.  The  farm  on 
which  he  settled  was  northeast  of  the 
bridge  that  crossed  the  Susquehanna  at 
that  place.  His  son  Lott,  born  Dec.  8. 
1791,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
white  child  bom  at  Nescopeck.  In  1818 
James  sold  his  farm  for  a  set  of  black- 
smith tools  and  a  small  sum  of  money. 
He  then  moved  on  a  farm  opposite 
what  is  now  called  Retreat,  his  chil- 
dren marrying  and  residing  near.  It 
is  almost  a  century  since  he  settled  in 
Union  Township.  His  descendants 
have  been  and  are  of  a  progressive 
spirit,  caring  not  only  for  themselves 
but  looking  after  the  welfare  of  those 
around  them.  He  received  a  bullet 
wound  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  N. 
J.,  and  it  in  a  measure  disabled  him 
for  life,  necessitating  his  using  a  cane 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  died  in 
1819  in  Union  Townshp. 

Miss  Irene  Nicely  read  a  letter  from 
President  General  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  in  which  she 
said:  "The  work  of  marking  graves 
cannot  be  praised  enough.  First,  be- 
cause it  is  a  partial  payment  which  all 
Americans,  especially  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  owe  to  those 
brave  patriots  of  the  war  of  independ- 
ence. Secondly,  it  arouses  interest  in 
the  beginning  of  our  country  and 
emulation  of  those  who  hear  and  heed 
the  story,  to  arise  and  do  likewise.  I 
am  with  cordial  good  wishes  for  the 
success  in  your  patriotic  work." 

James  Search  placed  the  marker  at 
the  foot  of  the  grave.  A  small  Ameri- 
can flag  was  placed  on  the  top  of  it 
by  Edna  Poust,  the  sixth  generation. 
A  bouquet  of  flowers  was  placed  on 
the  grave  by  John  Wolf. 

Mrs.  Norrie  M.  Miller  said  the  mark- 
ing of  a  grave  was  one  of  the  special 
duties  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  as  there  were  no  societies 
of   Sons  or   Daughters  of   the  Amerl- 
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can  Revolution  in  this  vicinity,  we,  the 
descendents,  a  few  of  which  are  daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
a  few  friends,  have  met  to  place  a 
marker  at  this  grave.  The  object  of 
the  D.  A.  R.  is  primarily  to  inculcate 
patriotism  and  the  marking  of  graves. 
We  hope  the  marking  of  this  Revolu- 
tionary hero's  grave  will  not  only  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  one  who  fought 
in  that  great  conflict,  but  will  aid  in 
teaching  patriotic  lessons  to  the  young 
and  to  us  all.  James  Search  in  the 
wildest  flights  of  his  imagination  could 
not  have  conceived  that  eighty-flve 
years  from  the  time  of  his  death  when 
he  was  silently  laid  away  near  the 
bank  of  the  placid  Susquehanna  and 
at  the  foot  of  the  beautiful  mountains 
of  old  Ltuseme.  a  company  of  his  de- 
scendents  would  gather  at  his  grave, 
proud  and  honored  by  the  fact  that  his 
resting  place  was  near  them. 

Harvey  Poust  played  "America"  on 
the  comet  and  Mrs.  Boone  led  the  sing- 
ing. The  contribution  given  by  the 
descendents  of  James  Search  for  Con- 
tinental Memoral  Hall  fund  was  |5. 

Sixty  persons  participated  in  this 
event.  There  were  three  descendants 
present.  Mrs.  Klizabeth  Search  Nicely, 
George  W.  Search  and  Lott  Search, 
whose  ages  aggrregated  241  years. 

A  social  hour  followed  and  light  re- 
freshments were  served  on  the  grounds 
of  Bowman  Garrison.  Harry  S.  Poust 
moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  CLnd 
Mrs.  Garrison  for  their  hospitality. 
There  were  present  twelve  descendents 
of  James  Search  and  wife,  ten  of  Liott 
Search,  one  of  Mrs.  Ellen  S.  Kremer, 
two  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Atherton,  twelve 
of  Mrs.  Rachael  Miller  and  following 
friends:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  Garrison  and 
family.  Miss  Martha  Nicely,  Miss  Lriz- 
zie  Garrison  and  Miss  Mable  Miller. 


DEDICATION    OF    MONUMENT    TO 
GEN.  MEREDITH. 

fFrom  Daily  Record,  June  9,  1904.] 
Yesterday  at  Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne 
County,  near  Honesdale,  was  dedicated 
the  monument  to  the  memory  of  Sam- 
uel Meredith,  patriot  and  friend  of 
Washington,  and  the  flrst  treasurer  of 
the  United  States. 

For  scores  of  years,  until  the  present, 
his  grave  was  unmarked  and  only  re- 
cently was  begun  the  agitation  to  give 
the  memory  of  this  hero  the  honor  due 
it. 

Gen.  Meredith  came  to  the  aid  of  the 
struggling   colonies     when   they     were 
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without  sufflcient  money  to  successful- 
ly carry  on  the  struggle  and  his  work 
did  much  to  bring  that  struggle  to  a 
successful  termination.  His  friendli- 
ness to  the  colonies  stands  out  conspic- 
uously. 

The  monument  dedication,  which 
should  have  been  the  concern  of  a 
grateful  people  many  years  ago,  has  at 
last  shown  that  the  memory  of  such  a 
man   cannot  die. 

In  the  morning  there  was  a  parade 
made  up  of  companies  of  the  13th  Regt., 
Spanish-American  volunteers,  societies, 
bands,  school  children,  citizens  in  car- 
riages, etc. 

The  dedication  exercises  were  accord- 
ing to  the  following  program: 

Invocation,  Rev.  W.  J.  Kealy. 

Address.  A.  T.  Searle,  president  of  the 
day. 

Unveiling,  Mrs.  Sarah  M»ria  Mere- 
dith Qraham,  granddaugnter  of  Gren. 
Meredith. 

Music,  Mozart  band. 

Address,  Hon.  L.  Feurth. 

Address,  MaJ.  Harmon  Pnmpelly 
Read.  P.  R.  G.  S..  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Address,  Hon.  John  D.  Brennan. 

Addresses,  distinguished  visitors. 

Benediction.  Rev.  L.  W.  Karschncr. 

Dinner.  Odd  Fellows'  hall,  1  p.  m. 
Band  concert,  2  to  4  p.  m.  at  grand- 
stand. 


Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  Meredith,  the  first 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  Philadelphia  in  1741.  His  father, 
Reese  Meredith,  was  born  in  Hereford- 
shire, England,  was  graduated  at  Bal- 
iol  College  Oxford,  in  1728  and  came  to 
Philadelphia  in  1730.  He  entered  the 
counting  house  of  John  Carpenter,  a 
prominent  merchant  of  that  city,  and 
married  Martha,  the  youngest  daughter 
of  his  employer,  whom  he  succeeded  in 
business.  Four  children  were  bom  to 
them,  namely:  John,  died  in  infancy; 
Samuel.  Anna,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Col.  Henry  Hill,  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried George  Clymer,  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
who  was  a  partner  with  Reese  and 
Samuel  Meredith  in  their  many  enter- 
prises. The  Arm  gave  $25,000  to  feed 
the  starving  soldiers  at  Valley  Forge 
in  the  winter  of  1777-78.  In  June,  1780, 
Samuel  Meredith  and  George  Clymer 
pledged  $25,000  each  to  procure  food 
and  clothing  for  the  Continental  Army. 
In  1755  Reese  Meredith  became  ac- 
quainted with  George  Washington,  who 
was  then  a  colonel  In  the  Virginia 
militia.  The  friendship  formed  lasted 
during  the  life  of  Mr.  Meredith  and  ex- 
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tended  to  his  son.  He  did  not  Uye  to 
see  his  country  freed  from  British  sol- 
diers.   He  died  on  Nov.  17,  1778. 

Samuel  Meredith  was  educated  at 
Chester  and  in  1766  became  a  partner  in 
business  with  his  father  and  brother- 
in-law.  The  firm  of  Meredith  A  Clymer 
was  dissolved  in  1781.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive Whig  and  took  a  deep  interest  in 
the  leading  questions  of  the  day.  In 
November.  1765.  he  attended  a  meeting 
of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia  to 
protest  against  the  importation  of  teas 
and  goods  which  were  stamped.  He  and 
Mr.  Clymer  both  signed  the  resolution 
adopted  on  Nov.  7,  1766,  as  his  father 
had  also  done.  On  May  19,  1772.  he 
married  Margaret,  youngest  daughter 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Cadwalader.  chief  med- 
ical director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital at  Philadelphia,  and  his  school- 
mate, Philemon  Dickinson,  married  an- 
other daughter  of  Dr.  Cadwalader.  In 
1776  Mr.  Meredith  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  safety,  and  when  the 
"Silk  Stocking"  company  was  organized 
that  year  he  was  made  major  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton. 

In  October.  1777.  he  was  commission- 
ed brigadier  general  and  commanded 
the  fourth  brigade  of  the  Pennsylvania 
militia  in  the  battles  of  Brandywine 
and  Oermantown.  On  account  of  his 
father's  ill  health.  Gen.  Meredith  re- 
signed in  1778. 

Qen.  Meredith  represented  Philadel- 
phia County  in  the  Pennsylvania  col- 
onial assembly  two  terms  and  in  1787-8 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. On  Aug.  1.  1789,  Gen.  Washing- 
ton appointed  him  surveyor  of  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  but  two  months  later 
a  further  mark  of  esteem  was  con- 
ferred upon  him.  when  the  President 
appointed  him  treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  He  held  the  office  until  Oct.  31, 
1801,  when  he  resigned  because  of  ill 
health  and  financial  embarrassment. 
His  private  business  had  been  neglected 
for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  During 
his  twelve  years'  service  not  a  single 
discrepancy  marred  the  accuracy  of  his 
accounts.  The  following  personal  let- 
ters from  Alexander  Hamilton  when  he 
was  appointed  and  from  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son when  he  resigned  show  his  stand- 
ing with  those  illustrious  men.  Under 
date  of  Sept.  13,  1789,  Hamilton,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  said: 

"Sir:  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you 
on  your  appointment  as  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  assure  you 
of  the  pleasure  I  feel  in  anticipating 
your  cooperation  with  me  in  a  station 
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in  which  a  character  like  yours  is  so 
truly  valuable.  I  need  not  observe  to 
you  how  important  it  is  that  you  should 
be  on  the  ground  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  call  for  your  presence,  you  will  be 
sensible,  is  urgent.  Mr.  Dure,  my  as- 
sistant, goes  to  Philadelphia  to  procure 
a  loan  from  a  bank  there.  He  will 
communicate  with  you,  and,  I  am  per- 
suaded, will  meet  with  your  concur- 
ence  in  whatever  may  facilitate  the 
object  of  his  mission." 

In  acknowledgmg  his  resignation, 
Jenerson  wrote  on  Sept.  4,  1801: 

"Dear  Sir:  I  recelvea  yesterday  your 
favor  of  Aug.  29,  resigning  your  office 
as  treasurer  of  the  United  States  after 
the  last  of  October  next.  1  am  sorry 
for  the  circumstances  which  dictate  the 
measure  to  you;  but  from  their  nature, 
and  the  deliberate  consideration  of 
which  seems  to  be  the  result,  I  presume 
that  dissuaslves  on  my  part  would  be 
without  effect.  My  time  in  office  has  not 
been  such  as  to  bring  me  into  intimate 
insight  into  the  proceedings  of  the  sev- 
eral departments,  but  I  am  sure  I  haz- 
ard nothing  when  I  testify  In  your  fa- 
vor, that  you  have  conducted  yourself 
with  perfect  integrity  and  propriety  in 
the  duties  of  the  office  you  have  tilled 
and  pray  you  to  be  assured  of  my 
highest  consideration." 

As  early  as  1774  Meredith  &  Clymer 
began  buying  tracts  of  wild  land  in 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania.  Between  1790  and  1796 
they  purchased  about  50,000  acres  in 
Wayne  County.  The  Arm  owned  lands 
there  prior  to  that  time,  the  patents 
having  been  taken  in  the  individual 
names  of  Reese  Meredith,  Samuel  Mere- 
dlth  and  George  Clymer.  In  1796  Gen. 
Meredith  began  making  improvements 
on  this  tract  in  Mt.  Pleasant  Township 
and  he  named  his  place  Belmont.  He 
moved  his  family  to  that  place  about 
1802.  In  1812  he  completed  his  mansion 
which  had  cost  him  about  16,000.  It 
was  situated  on  the  Newburg  turnpike, 
less  than  a  mile  west  of  the  village  of 
Pleasant  Mount.  It  was  destroyed  by 
fire  a  few  years  ago.  The  Belmont 
Manor,  as  this  tract  was  called,  was 
about  twenty  miles  long  and  two  miles 
wide,  extending  from  Waymart  to 
Hines  Corners,  and  contained  about  26,- 
COO  acres.  It  is  said  that  Meredith  & 
Clymer  owned  about  1,868,000  acres  of 
land  in  various  sections  of  the  country 
and  the  taxes  drew  heavily  on  their 
bank  accounts. 

Gen.  Meredith  died  at  Belmont  on 
Feb.  10.  1817.  in  the  76th  year  of  his 
age.  and  his  wife  died  there  on  Sept.  20, 
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1820.  The  bodies  were  buried  in  a  plot 
a  few  rods  east  of  the  mansion  and 
there  they  rested  beneath  a  plain  mar- 
ble slab  until  a  few  months  ago,  when 
they  were  removed  to  the  "Flat  Iron/* 
in  the  village  of  Pleasant  Mount,  to  be 
honored  with  a  monument  by  the  Btate 
of  Pennsylvania. 

If  reports  are  true,  the  Arm  of  Mere- 
dith &  Clymer  contributed  176.000  to 
feed  and  clothe  the  soldiers  who  were 
fighting  for  liberty,  and  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  they  were  ever  in  any  way 
reimbursed.  The  federal  government 
should  have  done  so  long  ago  what  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  is  now  doing. 

Qen.  Meredith  is  described  as  a  man 
of  commanding  appearance,  tall,  grace- 
ful and  pleasing  in  manner  and  genial 
disposition.  Many  of  his  former  politi- 
cal associates,  men  of  high  standing  in 
the  history  of  this  nation,  visited  him 
at  Belmont.  Seven  children  were  bom 
to  Oen.  and  Mrs.  Meredith,  namely:. 
Martha,  who  became  the  mother  of 
John  Read,  a  former  chief  Justice  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court,  Eliz- 
abeth, who  died  unmarried  in  1824,' 
Annie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Dickinson.  Th'*mas,  died  in  infancy, 
Thomas.  2d.  M  irgaret,  died  unmarried 
in  1826.  Maria,  o^ed  unmarried  in  1854. 

Thomas  MerecMth  was  bom  in  Phil- 
adelphia in  1779  was  educated  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  spent 
several  years  in  foreign  travel.  On  his 
return  he  studied  law,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Philadelphia  in  1805,  and  in 
Wayne  County  in  1812.  In  1821  he  war 
appointed  prothonotary  and  register 
and  recorder  of  Wayne  County  by  Gov- 
ernor Heister,  and  served  three  years. 
He  was  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  Mount 
Pleasant  prior  to  being  admitted  to  the 
Wayne  County  bar.  He  served  as 
major  of  the  1st  Philadelphia  Cavalry 
in  the  war  of  1812.  He  opened  the  first 
coal  mine  near  Carbondale  in  1824  and 
that  year  he  secured  a  charier  for  a 
railroad  from  the  mouth  of  Legget's 
Creek  on  the  Lackawanna  to  Qreat 
Bend.  It  was  surveyed  in  1828,  but  for 
want  of  funds  was  not  constructed. 
Later  the  D..  L.  &  W.  was  constructed 
on  practically  the  route  surveyed  by 
Mr.  Meredith.  He  moved  from  Belmont 
to  the  Meredith  Mansion,  near  Carbon- 
dale,  in  1830.  He  died  in  Trenton,  N. 
J.,  in  October,  1858,  and  was  buried  in 
the  old  Quaker  Cemetery  of  that  city, 
near  the  plot  of  his  uncle,  George  Cly- 
mer. 

B&quire  Meredith,  as  he  was  com- 
monly called,  married  Sarah  Gibson,  a 
daughter    of  a    New  York    merchant. 
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She  died  in  1834.  Their  daughter,  Sarah 
Maria  Qraham  of  Tunlchannock,  au- 
thorized the  removal  of  the  remains  of 
her  grandparents  to  the  "Flat  Iron." 
His  only  son,  Samuel  Reese  Meredith, 
who  was  born  at  Belmont  in  1823,  died 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Phila- 
delphia, in  1865.  He  was  a  warm  heart- 
ed, but  unfortunate  man.  He  was  ac- 
tive in  forming  the  Lackawanna  Coal 
&  Iron  Co.,  in  which  together  with 
various  other  enterprises  he  lost  his 
property. 

The  above  article  is  from  the  Hones- 
dale  Independent,  which  has  done  much 
to  agitate  the  erection  of  the  monu- 
ment. 


STROH  FAMILY  REUNION. 

[Daily  Record,  June  22,  1904.] 

The  fifth  annual  reunion  of  the  Stroh 
family  was  held  on  Saturday.  June  18, 
at  the  home  of  J.  B.  S.  Keeler  on 
Wyoming  avenue.  Forty  Fort.  The 
weather  was  delightfuL  The  spacious 
lawn  which  surrounds  the  residence 
was  in  perfect  trim  and  the  large  trees 
afforded  ample  shade  to  all  while  en- 
Joying  their  dinner.  Those  present 
were;  Rev.  B.  P.  Ripley,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Bryan,  Miss  Edith  and  Richard 
Bryan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Coombs 
and  children,  Gertie,  Bertie  and  Willard 
Coombs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  S.  Keeler 
and  children.  Edith.  Frederick.  William, 
John  and  Robert;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Pettebone,  Mrs.  Barnes  Bonham,  Mrs. 
Helen  Bonham,  Misses  Martha,  Marion, 
Augusta,  Elizabeth  and  Helena  Bon- 
ham, Mrs.  W.  J.  Stroh  and  sons,  Will- 
iam and  Robert,  Mrs.  Stephen  Stroh, 
Maud  and  Ruth  Stroh,  Mrs.  Herman 
Frischkorn  and  son.  Newman,  Mrs. 
Frederick  Stock.  Mrs.  Jacob  Stock  Mrs. 
Dr.  Mathers,  Miss  Mabel  Liewis,  Forty 
Fort. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper  Pettebone,  Mrs. 
Mary  Bonham,  Dorranceton. 

Dr.  A.  F.  Lampman,  Mrs.  A.  F. 
Lampman.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  Petty, 
Miss  Annie  and  Elizabeth  Petty,  Mas- 
ter Bryon  Petty.  Mrs.  Wilson  Cailendar, 
and  daughter.  Lena  and  Prof.  Dunlap, 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Mrs.  Mary  Oplinger,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Op- 
linger,  Misses  Sarah  Oplinger,  Mary  Op- 
linger,  Anna  Oplinger  and  Oalen  Op- 
linger. Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  H.  Collins,  Marie 
Collins.  Marry  Collins,  Ira  Collins  and 
Bthe:  Collns.   Nanticoke. 

Miss  Mary  Mathers,  W.  P.  Mathers, 
Luzerne  Borough. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Jackson,  Garfield 
Jackson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Stroh, 
Mr.  John  Stroh  and  Roy  Stroh,  West 
Plttston. 

Dr.  Bryon  H.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Bryon 
Jackson,  Bryon  Jackson.  Jr.,  Catherine 
Stroh  Jackson.  Helen  Letba  Jackson, 
Mayfleld.   Lackawanna  Cuunty. 

Milton  Petty.  Mrs.  Milton  Petty,  Mil- 
dred and  George  Petty,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
B.  W.  Reed,  Marjorie  Reed,  Nicholas 
Reed,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  Reed,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  N.  G.  Reed.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Klipple.  Walter  Klipple,  Misses 
Sarah  and  Mary  Klipple.  Milwaukee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Dicker,  Falls. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Hopkins, 
Misses  Vira.  Helen  and  Norma  Decker, 
Scranton. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  V.  C.  Decker,  Nichol- 
son. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  M.  Petty,  Misses  Amy 
and  Mary  Petty.  J.  Howard  Smith  and 
Arthur   Smith.    Berwick. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Oliver  and  son, 
Clark.   Scranton. 

Mrs.  George  Callendar  and  sons.  War- 
ren and  Wayne,  Sweet  Valley. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Shelly,  Carver- 
ton. 

Dr.  Thomas  Barber,  PhiUIpsburg,  N. 
J. 

An  important  event  of  the  day  was 
the  business  meeting,  which  consisted 
of  reading  of  reports,  followed  by  roll 
call,  which  was  responded  to  by  125 
people,  the  larp'pet  number  that  ever 
attended  a  reunion.  Then  came  the 
election  of  officers,  which  resulted  as 
follows:  President,  Dr.  William  Petty, 
of  Wilkes-Barre;  vice  president,  N.  G. 
Reed.  Milwaukee;  secretary,  Marion  K. 
Bonham,  Forty  Fort;  treasurer.  Miss 
Edith  Bryan,  Forty  Fort;  historian. 
Miss  Mary  Oplinger,  Nanticoke.  There 
has  been  one  removal  from  the  family 
by  death,  that  of  ±iarry  L.  Stroh,  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Stroh  of  West 
Pittston;  two  entrances  by  birth,  that 
of  Helen  Letha  Jackson,  daughter  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  of  Mayfield,  and 
John  Warren  Oplinger,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Oplinger  of  Rocky  Mount.; 
one  by  marriage,  that  of  P.  J.  Meade 
to  Miss  Maud  Oplinger  of  Rocky  Mount. 

Music  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Dunlap, 
Dr.  A.  F.  Lampman,  Galen  Oplinger, 
Richard  Bryant.  Anna  Oplinger  and 
Mattie  McCabe.  The  next  reunion  will 
be  held  at  Fairchild's  Park,  Berwick, 
June  17,  1906.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeler  are 
to  be  consrratulated  on  their  hospitable 
entertaining  of  the  members  of  the 
Stroh  family. 
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AN  OLD  TIME  PRINTER. 

[Daily  Record,  AprU  21,  1904.] 

Probably  one  of  the  oldest  printers  in 
the  State  is  P.  S  .Joslin  of  Carbondale, 
who,  next  Sunday,  April  24,  will  have 
reached  the  ripe  a^e  of  87  years,  and 
as  yet  his  eye  is  not  dim  nor  his  natural 
force  abated.  His  has  been  a  long  and 
useful  life,  and  in  the  city  where  he 
lives  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
and  is  loved  and  respected  by  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Joslin  was  bom  in  1817,  and  when 
he  was  14  years  of  age  (1831)  his  par^ 
ents  moved  from  New  York  State  to 
Dundafif,  near  Carbondale.  As  soon  as 
the  family  was  settled  in  Dundaff,  Mr. 
Joslin  visited  the  printing  office  there, 
and  Charles  T.  Bamum  of  Wilkes - 
Barre,  who  was  in  charge,  asked  him  if 
he  would  like  to  learn  the  business,  to 
which  he  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and 
in  July,  1832,  Mr.  Barnum  sent  for  him 
and  put  him  to  work. 

After  finishing  his  trade,  through  the 
influence  of  Miner  Blackman  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  he  secured  a  position  at  Berwick 
on  a  newspaper  there.  After  working 
there  for  about  a  year,  E.  C.  Jackson, 
the  publisher  gave  up  the  paper  and 
turned  the  outfit  and  material  over  to 
the  owners,  A.  C.  Broadhead  of  Conyn- 
gham  and  S.  F.  Headly  of  Berwick,  and 
at  their  solicitation  Mr.  Joslin  and  John 
F.  Wilbur  continued  its  publication  un- 
til the  fall  of  1837.  when  the  former  re- 
linquished his  interest  and  went  to 
Harrisburg  where  he  worked  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  "Keystone." 

In  February,  1839,  Mr.  Joslin  left  Har- 
risburg for  HoUidaysburg,  where  he 
started  a  paper  called  the  Democratic 
Standard.  But  money  in  those  faraway 
days  was  scarce;  there  was  a  general 
suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the 
banks  of  the  State,  and  "shin plasters" 
were  about  the  only  currency  in  cir- 
culation, and  it  was  difficult  to  get 
money  enough  to  meet  current  ex- 
penses, so  after  the  election  of  Gten. 
Taylor  to  the  Presidency,  in  the  spring 
of  1841,  Mr.  Joslin  turned  the  paper 
over  to  the  parties  who  owned  the  ma- 
terial and  for  a  few  months  he  was 
conductor  on  the  railroad  between  Hol- 
lidaysburg  and  Johnstown,  Pa.  From 
there  he  went  to  Berwick  and  taught 
school  at  Beach  Haven  during  the  win- 
ter, and  in  the  spring  of  1842  he  went 
to  Carbondale  and  started  the  Carbon- 
dale  Gazette. 

The  paper  was  neutral  in  politics,  but 
when  Polk  and  Clay  were  nominated. 
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the  owners  of  the  material,  who  were 
Whigs,  wanted  to  make  a  party  paper 
of  it,  and  afi  a  compromise  the  Polk 
and  Dallas  ticket  was  run  on  one  page 
of  the  paper  and  the  Clay  and  Fre- 
llnghuYsen  ticket  on  the  other  page. 
After  the  election  of  Polk  as  President 
the  owners  forced  Mr.  Joslln  out  of  the 
paper,  and  he  then  associated  himself 
with  the  late  S.  S.  Benedict,  and  to- 
gether they  established  the  Carbondale 
Democrat.  This  partnership  continued 
until  1848.  when  they  disagreed  on  the 
"Wilmot  Proviflo,"  and  when  James 
Buchanan  was  nominated  for  President 
Mr.  Joslln  refused  to  support  him  be- 
cause of  his  attitude  on  slavery,  and 
sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  Benedict, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  a  Re- 
publican. 

After  leaving  the  newf»paper  business 
Mr.  Jof»l*n  v/as  elected  alderman  and  at 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  became 
a  clerk  in  a  store,  which  position  he 
held  for  fifteen  years.  In  1869  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Carbondale  by 
President  Grant  and  he  held  the  office 
under  Grant  for  two  terms,  and  also 
during  President  Hayes's  administra- 
tion. After  leaving  the  postofflce  he 
*»stabll«»hed  n  Job  printing  office,  which 
he  conducted  until  about  five  years  ago. 
Since  that  time  he  has  worked,  whep 
his  health  permitted,  in  the  Carbondale 
leader  office,  the  proprietor  of  which, 
C.  E.  Liathrop.  was  Mr.  Joslin's  ap- 
prentice over  60  years  ago. 

Mr.  Joslln  is  well  posted  on  the  news 
of  the  day,  and  has  an  excellent  mem- 
ory, and  relates  many  interesting  hap- 
penings of  things  which  came  under  his 
observation  during  the  busy  life,  cover- 
ing far  more  years  than  those  generally 
allotted  man.  He  Is  the  father  of 
George  D.  Joslln,  one  of  the  mall  car- 
riers of  this  city,  and  has  for  many 
vears  been  one  of  the  deacons  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Carbondale. 


MONUMENT  DEDICATED  TO  REV- 
OLUTIONARY HEROES. 

[Daily  Record,  June  22,  1904.] 
In  the  Fairview  Cemetery  at  Dan- 
ville on  Saturday  afternoon  a  beauti- 
ful monument  was  erected  by  Mrs.  F. 
K.  Haln  of  New  York  City,  an  aunt 
of  Robert  and  Hugh  McWllllams  of 
that  place,  to  the  memory  of  her  an- 
cestors.    Th9  ev^pt  WA0  o(  consider* 
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able  historical  interest,  as  Mrs.  Hain's 
progenitors  were  among  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  this  section  and  figured 
conspicuously  in  Indian  warfare,  as 
well  as  in  the  struggles  for  Amencan 
independence. 

Among  those  whose  memory  the 
monument  perpetuates  is  Lieut.  Robert 
Curry,  killed  by  the  Indians  near 
Chulaskey  in  1780,  and  his  wife,  who 
wa«  carried  into  captivity  and  effected 
her  escape  by  severing  the  band  of 
bark  with  which  she  was  bound  with 
a  pair  of  small  scissors  concealed  about 
her  clothing. 

Lieut.  Robert  Curry  and  his  heroic 
wife  are  the  great  grandparents  of 
Mrs.  Hain.  They  were  both  buried  in 
the  old  cemetery  at  Danville.  Here 
they  slept  until  August  of  last  r<*ar, 
when  the  bodies  were  removed  by  Mrs. 
Hain  to  the  plot  in  Fairvlew  Ceme- 
tery, where  Jane,  the  daughter  of 
Lieut  Robert  Curry,  the  first  whit* 
child  bom  along  the  Susquehanna,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Robert  McWllHa^rs. 
whose  father.  Lieut  Hugh  McWlll- 
iams.  fell  in  battle  near  Nanticoke  on 
Christmas,    1775. 

Robert  Mc Williams  and  his  wife 
were  Mr.  Haln's  paternal  grandpar- 
ents and  their  bodies  she  also  removed 
from  the  old  graveyard,  and  they  now 
Ire  under  the  handsome  monument 
which  was  unveiled  Saturday. 

The  grreat  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Hain  on  her  mother's  side  were 
Thomas  Lemon  and  Margaret  Slough 
Lemon,  whoJ»e  old  homestead  still 
stands  «bout  half  way  between  Dan- 
ville find  Northumberland,  and  is 
known  as  the  "Parks  place.** 

Thomas  Lemon  died  in  1775.  and  in 
1772  he  was  appointed  judsre  of  North- 
umberland County  by  King  George. 
Alon?  with  hffl  wife  he  was  buried  on 
p  private  burial  ground  on  the  estate. 
Their  bones  reposed  at  the  old  home- 
stead until  last  summer,  when  Mrs. 
"Rain  cau!»*»d  them  to  be  removed  to 
Fairvlew  Cemeterv,  along  with  the 
bodies  of  James  Lemon  and  his  wife, 
her  maternal  srrandparents.  whi'jh  lay 
In  the  old  Bloom  CemeteiT.  The 
bodies  were  all  relnterred  in  the  plot 
purchased  by  Mrs.  Hain,  an'l  which  is 
now  marked  by  the  new  monument. 

Tb*»  iiTT^'elllng  took  place  at  2  o'clocTt 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  Descendants 
of  those  for  whom  the  memorial  Is 
erected  were  present  from  Danville. 
Wilke«-'Rarre.  Milton.  Sunbury  and 
Shomokin.  In  connection  '^\t\i  the  un- 
veiling a  lunch  was  served  at  the  Hed- 
dens  House. — Exchange. 
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EXERCISES     OF    THE     BRADFORD 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

[Daily  Record,  June  28.  1904.] 

The  Towanda  Review:  Two  thous- 
and years  and  more  sat  upon  the  front 
row  at  the  old  folks'  reunion  held  on 
Saturday  afternoon  at  the  court  house 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Bradford 
County  Historical  Society.  It  took  80 
years  or  better  to  get  on  the  long  row 
and  the  long  row  was  full.  Some  were 
over  90.  and  one  was  in  her  99th  year. 

The  old  folks  were  seated  In  the 
chairs  of  the  bar  circle  In  the  big 
court  room.  A  photograph  of  the 
group  was  taken  but  one  of  the 
nonagenarians  objected  to  such  a 
display  of  pride  and  covered  her  face 
as  much  as  possibly.  Hon.  C.  S.  Rus- 
sell, the  president  of  the  society,  80 
years  old,  called  the  meeting  to  or- 
der and  the  first  number  on  the  pro- 
gram was  *'Auld  Lang  Zyne."  sung  by 
Mrs.  O.  A.  Baldwin,  Mrs.  Francis 
Chaffee,  Miss  Helen  Carter,  O.  A. 
Baldwin  and  Capt.  G.  W.  Kilmer,  ac- 
companied by  Miss  Fannia  Homet. 

The  venerable  and  scholarly  J. 
Washington  Ingham  of  Sugar  Run 
then  delivered  the  address  of  welcome, 
speaking  of  the  old  days  and  the  new, 
the  advancements  made  by  the  great 
Inventions  and  the  passing  away  of 
the  old  time  schools,  churches  and 
customs  for  those  of  the  twentieth 
century.  He  read  a  list  of  the  noted 
men  of  the  world  and  this  section  who 
had  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age. 

Judge  A.  C.  Fanning  was  chosen  to 
Introduce  the  old  people  and  he  per- 
formed his  task  in  a  pleasing  manner. 
Only  a  partial  list  of  the  old  people 
present  could  be  obtained  but  some 
were  as  follows:  Harry  S.  Clark,  81 
years;  Mrs.  Harriet  Nichols  has  seen 
five  generations:  John  Blackwell  of 
West  Burlington.  82;  Benjamin  Clark. 
82;  John  Ennis  of  Standing  Stone  and 
Major  Cyrus  Avery  of  Camptown,  each 
83;  Arunah  Ladd.  84;  William  Scott  of 
Towanda.  84;  Dr.  William  Claggett  of 
Rummerfleld.  84;  Mrs.  William  Mix  of 
Towanda,  8"^;  Col.  John  A.  Codding,  85; 
Hon.  Reed  Myer  of  Towanda.  86;  Mor- 
gan Waters.  87;  Mrs.  Waters,  86;  Major 
E.  W.  Hale.  86:  M.  C.  Mercur,  88;  Capt. 
W.  J.  Lent  and  Justus  A.  Record,  each 
89;  William  Griffiths,  of  Towanda,  near- 
ly 90:  Mrs.  Cellnda  RIdgeway  of  Wy- 
sox.  89;  Mrs.  Eliza  McKean  of  Towanda 
widow  of  Allen  McKean,  In  her  97th 
year  and  Mrs.  Almlra  Gleason  of  Tow- 
anda In  her  99th  year.  Mrs.  McKean 
and  Mrs.  Gleason  had  posts  of  honor 
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in  the  center.  William  W.  Browning 
of  Towanda.  89;  Orin  Taylor.  81.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  introduction  the 
audience  gave  the  old  people  a  hand- 
kerchief salute. 

Justus  A.  Record  gave  two  solos  on 
the  violin  and  the  exercises  on  the  flax 
wheel  by  Mrs.  Daniel  Haverly,  a  great 
grandmother  of  Overton,  was  highly  in- 
teresting. Secretary  C.  P.  Haverly  read 
an  original  noem  written  by  Frank 
Tracy  of  Smithfleld  entitled  "Carding 
tow,"  and  Col.  John  A.  Codding  read  an 
original  poem. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Smith,  a^ed  72,  of  Wyom- 
ing Township,  sang  a  number  of  verses 
of  "The  ocean  burial."  This  is  an  old 
time  song  and  Capt.  Smith  rendered  it 
in  excellent  voice  and  strength. 

Mrs.  O.  A.  Baldwin  sang  the  song 
"Crooks'  lamentations,"  the  music  of 
which  was  composed  of  Mrs.  S.  B.  E31- 
lenberger.  Mrs.  Baldwin  told  of  the 
famous  old  schoolmaster  and  the  cir- 
cumstance of  his  losing  his  house  at 
'Rummerflelld  which  caused  him  to 
write  the  poem.  Judge  Fanning  mov- 
ed that  the  meeting  be  continued  each 
year.  The  meeting  adjourned  with  all 
singing  "My  country  'tis  of  thee." 

Refreshments  were  served  In  the  his- 
torical society  rooms  and  a  general 
handshaking  and  good  old  fashioned 
time  was  enjoyed. 


MOORE  FAMILY  REUNION. 

[Dally  Record,  June  29,  1904.] 
The  Moore  family  enjoyed  its  third 
reunion  at  the  Oneonta  picnic  ground. 
Harvey's  Lake,  on  Saturday,  June  25. 
The  relatives  to  the  number  of  about 
130  met  and  after  a  bountiful  dinner 
and  speeches  by  the  president.  James 
Moore,  and  Rev.  Charles  Moore  and 
others  a  social  time  was  enjoyed  for 
the  balance  of  the  day. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
same  place  on  the  last  Saturday  of 
June.  1905.  The  following  were  pres- 
ent: 

Wilkes-Barre— William  B.  Moore  and 
Miss  Lillian,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Moore.  Miss  Marjorie  and  Earl,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Brodhun  and  children 
Boynton.    William,    Flora,    Nora    an4 
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Elizabeth,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence 
Settle  and  children  Edward  and  Lloyd. 
Mrs.  Elmer  Harris. 

Ross— Mrs.  Hannah  Shepard.  Mrs. 
Esther  Moore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loxley 
Fisk  and  son  Harry,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Moore  and  children  Virgle. 
Elsther  and  Helen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giles 
Moore  and  children  Cecil  and  Revis, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaiah  Trumbower,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eugrene  Naugle  and  children 
Viva  and  Niva.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  H. 
Moyer  and  son  Ralph.  John  N.  Moore, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Dymond  and  chil- 
dren May  and  Ethel.  Mrs.  Miles  Ross 
and  son  Roy. 

Ashley— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Diefen- 
derfer  and  son  Leland. 

Slocum— Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Moore 
and  sons,  Evan.  Frank  and  Ira,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  S.  Moore,  Arthur 
Moore. 

Nescopeck — Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Birth 
and  children  May  and  Jennie. 

Forty  Fort— Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H. 
Moore  and  children  Ila,  Bernice.  Hazel. 
Dayton  and  Naomi.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Moyer. 

Dorranceton — Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M. 
Harrison  and  children  Eva  and  Wes- 
ley, Miss  Belle  Harrison.  Miss  Tillie 
Harrison,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Harri- 
son and  daughter  Mildred,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  White  and  children  Beatrice, 
Dewey,  Charles,  Drucilla  and  Lucretia. 

Noxen— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Phoe- 
nix and  daughter  Grace. 

Tunkhannock— Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  S. 
ScoveL  J 

Torkana— Rev.  Charles  D.  Moore. 

Easton— Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Mullin 
and  son  Ferris. 

Pittston— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Dymond 
and  son  Ray.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dy- 
mond and  son  Elmer. 

Plymouth — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  Dia- 
mond and  children  Lois  and  Emily, 
Mrs.  Ellen  Barney  and  son  Hermon. 

Idetown— Thomas  Pinder.  Miss  Bes- 
sie Denman. 

Thurston— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  Dy- 
mond and  son  Clarence. 

Kunkle— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cresgie  and 
daughter  Bessie. 

Factoryville— Miss   Clara  Gardiner. 

Scran  ton— Mrs.  Eliza  Hontz. 

Republic  City,  Kansas— Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Sherrard. 

Oklahoma— Mrs,  Mary  Midgley. 
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ANNUAL  EXERCISES  AT  WYOMING 

MONUMENT. 

[Daily  Record,  July  5,  1904.] 

Not  often  is  the  commemoration  of 
the  battle  and  massacre  of  Wyoming 
attended  with  such  delifirhtful  weather 
as  that  of  yesterday.  The  sky  wa^ 
cloudless,  but  the  sun's  rays  were 
tempered  with  deligrhtful  breezes.  It 
had  been  feared  that  the  holdinsr  of 
the  exercises  on  the  Fourth  (the  third 
having  fallen  on  Sunday)  would  be 
only  poorly  attended,  but  this  fear  was 
groundless.  The  attendance  was 
larger  by  several  hundred  than  that  of 
last  year.  The  attendance  is  usually 
about  a  thousand,  but  this  year's  figure 
was  considerably  exceeded.  The  base 
of  the  monument  was  bedecked  with 
vases  of  flowers,  the  big  canvas  af- 
forded grateful  shade  and  over  all 
floated  Old  Glory.  The  seating  was  a 
great  improvement  over  previous 
years,  the  society  having  purchased  a 
supply  of  comfortable  benches.  How- 
ever, many  persons  were  compelled  to 
stand.  Alexander's  band  furnished  a 
generous   program   of  music. 

The  exercises  began  at  10  o'clock, 
and  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev. 
Edward  G.  Fullerton,  D.  D.,  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Aa  presiding  officer  Benjamin  Dor- 
ranee  made  some  informal  remarks  of 
a  patriotic  character.  He  said  he  had 
to  fall  back  on  the  old,  old  story  of 
Wyoming.  He  said  they  had  come  to 
honor  the  patriots  of  the  past  and  he 
exhorted  his  hearers  to  bring  up  their 
children  so  that  they  too  would  know 
the  old  story  and  would  imbibe  that 
love  of  country  that  would  fit  them  tu 
become  its  defenders  if  duty  shall 
call. 

The  audience  rose  and  sang  "My 
Country  'Tis  of  Thee,"  with  fervor. 


The  address  of  the  day  wap  by  Maj. 
George  G.  Groff,  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  Bucknell  University.  The 
title  was  "A  colony  out  of  the  North- 
ern Wilderness,"  reference  being  had 
to  the  Palatinate  German  movement 
from  New  York  to  Pennsylvania  near- 
ly two  centuries  ago,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal beginnings  of  the  "Pennsylvania 
Dutch"  in  this  Commonwealth. 

Historians  and  painters,  said  the 
speaker,  have  found  but  one  Pilgrim 
band  among  all  the  numerous  colonies 
which  came  to  America.  The  defeated 
heroes  of  Bunker  HJU  hear  their  valor- 
ous   deeds    echoed    by    orators     every 
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Fourth  of  July,  from  a  thousand  towns 
In  fifty  States,  while  the  victorious 
backwoodsmen  of  King's  Mountain 
sleep  undisturbed  by  any  glowing 
words  of  encomium.  There  wert.-  many 
Indian  massacres  durinsr  the  settlement 
of  the  American  Commonwealths,  but 
it  was  only  the  crowning  disaster  of  all 
that  the  world  learned  of  through  the 
verse  of  a  Campbell,  and  the  pen  of  a 
Miner. 

On  this  day  we  meet  to  commemo- 
rate the  deeds  of  the  men  "chiefly  the 
undisciplined,  the  youthful,  and  the 
aged"  who  here,  in  defense  of  their 
homes,  and  of  the  liberties  of  the  whole 
land,  met  a  foreign  foe,  leagued  with 
domestic  enemies  and  bloodthirsty  sav- 
ages, and  in  desperate  conflict  laid 
down  their  lives.  But  being  dead,  they 
still  live  In  the  grateful  remembrance 
of  all. 

While  we  magnify  the  deeds  of  the 
brave  men  and  heroic  women  who  suf- 
fered here,  we  should  not  forget  to 
place  in  remembrance  the  deeds  of 
other  men  and  women,  who  aided  in 
laying  the  foundations  of  our  great 
State,  and  who  so  far  have  generally 
been  overlooked  by  historians,  poets 
and  painters. 

I  call  your  attention  to  "  colony  of 
Germans  who.  like  the  Pilgrims,  after 
sojourning  in  a  strange  land,  came  to 
these  shores,  and  In  a  neighboring  col- 
ony made  themselves  homes  in  the 
wilderness:  later  abandoning  these 
homes  because  of  heavy  exactions  of 
the  government  under  which  they  lived, 
they  fled,  during  the  depth  of  a  north- 
ern winter.  Into  the  silence  of  the  un- 
broken forests,  to  which  they  had  been 
invited  by  friendly  Indians.  Here, 
having  again  hewn  out  homes,  they 
lived  for  many  years,  but,  deprived  of 
their  lands  by  the  Intricate  operations 
of  unfriendly  laws,  they  again  took  v^ 
their  march  into  the  wilderness,  and 
after  a  Journey  of  over  300  miles, 
through  a  forest,  untrodden  save  by 
the  feet  of  red  men,  passed  through 
this  beautiful  Valley  of  Wyoming 
twenty-five  years  before  the  advent  of 
your  ancestors,  and  found  at  last  a 
final  resting  place  in  the  beautiful  Tul- 
pehocken  Valley,  and  there  became  the 
founders  of  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
sections  of  our  State.  From  them 
sprang  the  cities  of  Reading,  Lebanon, 
Myerstown  and  Allentown. 

Here  the  speaker  entered  upon  a  con- 
sideration of  the  Palatine  governors 
and  their  emigration  to  America.  The 
first  company  of  Germans  made  their 
way  to  England  in  1708,  where  they  be- 
pfime   strax)ded    fiqanclally.     However, 
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the  English  queen  received  them  kindly, 
naturalized  them  and  sent  them  to 
America  as  colonists.  Then  followed  a 
^eat  emigration  of  Germans  to  Amer- 
ica. London  became  thronged  with 
thousands  of  these  poor  adventurers. 
The  eruption  was  so  sudden  that  all 
ordinary  means  of  relief  were  para- 
lyzed. The  cause  of  the  exodus  was  the 
cruelty  of  the  French,  who  dominated 
Germany.  During  recent  wars  with 
France  the  two  provinces  of  Wurtem- 
berg  and  the  Palatine  had  lost  by  the 
sword  and  by  pestilence  nearly  a  mil- 
lion persons,  while  all  Germany  had 
lost  three-fourths  of  its  16,000,000  people 
and  civilization  had  been  set  back  200 
years.  In  WUrtemberg  alone  eight 
cities,  forty- five  villages  and  158  school 
houses  had  been  burned. 

But  the  English  queen  in  order  to 
secure  herself  for  the  money  advanced 
to  the  Palatinates  required  them  to 
sign  a  covenant  by  which  they  bound 
themselves  in  voluntary  servitude  to 
repay  her  further  expense  of  transpor- 
tation to  America  before  the  lands 
should  beoome  theirs.  Each  person 
was  to  receive  an  allotment  of  forty 
acres  of  land,  the  same  to  be  paid  for 
within  seven  years. 

At  last,  thanks  to  Queen  Anne,  they 
were  on  the  ocean  for  a  six  months' 
voyage.  4,000  poorly  clad,  poorly  fed, 
homeless  wretches,  in  ten  snxall  ves- 
sels, bound  for  a  wilderness  peopled 
with  savages,  separated  by  2,000  miles 
of  water  from  the  land  they  had 
known  as  home.  1,700  died  on  the 
voyage.  Of  some  families,  neither  par- 
ents nor  children  survived.  Hunter 
wrote:  They  landed  a  curbed,  sick,  and 
dispirited  band  of  exiles.  The  suffer- 
ing of  these  poor  Germans  on  the  voy- 
age to  America  was  nearly  as  great  as 
those  of  African  slaves  in  the  "middle 
passage."  The  Journey  required  six 
full  months.  about  eight  weeks  of 
which  was  required  to  pass  down  the 
Rhine,  on  which  were  thirty-six  cus- 
tom houses,  at  every  one  of  which  boats 
and  passengers  were  detained  and  in- 
spected. Then  several  weeks  passed  In 
Holland  before  the  vessel  could  be 
made  ready  to  sail. 

So  soon  a&  possible  lands  were  se- 
cured up  the  Hudson  River,  and 
.thither  in  the  autumn  of  1710,  the 
exiles  were  transported,  and  each  fam- 
ily was  provided  with  a  lot  forty  feet 
by  fifty.  On  these  they  erected  log 
huts,  and  they  began  to  clear  the  land. 

In  the  fall  of  1711  the  colonies  or- 
ganized an  expedition  against  Canada, 
to  which  expedition  the  Palatinates 
furnished    300    men.      After    these    ex- 
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peditions  were  over,  the  governor  dis- 
armed them,  fearing  they  might  make 
him  trouble.  They  lived  the  next 
twelve  years  among  the  Indians  un- 
armed. In  time  the  movement  failed. 
The  governor  refused  further  aid  and 
they  were  suddenly  thrown  upon  their 
own  resources. 

They  then  sought  out  some  Mohawk 
Indians  whom  they  had  seen  in  Eng- 
land and  got  permission  to  settle  on 
their  lands.  Some  fifty  families  then 
left  the  settlement  on  the  Hudson  and 
repaired  to  the  Indian  lands  at  Scoharie. 
The  government  threatened  them  un- 
less they  returned,  but  the  only  effect 
of  the  threat  was  to  impel  the  rest 
on  the  Hudson  to  flee  through  a  three 
foot  snow  to  Scoharie. 

Troubles  arose  over  the  land  and  the 
Palatinates  determined  to  seek  more 
congenial  surroundings  In  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1723  the  migration  to  Penn- 
sylvania began.  Their  route  was  the 
Susquehanna  River  and  they  were 
doubtless  the  first  white  people  (save 
perhaps  Indian  traders)  who  ever  pass- 
ed through  Wyoming  Valley. 

They  little  reckoned  that  they  were 
sweeping  by  the  spots  where  Bingham- 
ton  and  Oswego  were,  later,  to  stand. 
As  they  rounded  the  curve  where  the 
Lackawanna  J<5ins  the  Susquehanna  at 
Pittston.  who  was  the  wizard  of  their 
number  whose  divining  rod  would  point 
to  the  priceless  diamonds  beneath 
them  and  tell  them  that  their  dumb 
animals  were  treading  under  foot 
riches  of  far  greater  value  to  mankind 
than  all  the  pearls  and  rubies  for 
which  the  world  was  striving?  Whose 
fancy  amongst  them  all  could  have 
pictured  or  imagined  the  beautiful  city 
of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  the  coal  breakers 
everywhere  rearing  their  heads  into  the 
air  as  though  they  were  indeed  giants 
issuing  from  their  long  slumber  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth? 

Here  the  speaker  gave  an  account  of 
their  arrival  and  settlement  at  Tulpe- 
hocken.  about  seventy  miles  from 
Philadelphia. 

The  treatment  which  the  exiles  had 
received  in  New  York  seems  from  this 
time  forward  to  have  been  the  cause 
of  all  coming  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  expected  fair  and  just  dealing. 
They  did  for  Pennsylvania  what  Queen 
Anne  expected,  made  her  rich  In  agri- 
culture and  in  manufactories. 

Here  the  speaker  traced  the  develop- 
ment of  their  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures and  showed  how  well  they 
performed  the!r  duties  in  military  re- 
quirements in  all  the  several  wars  in 
which  our  country  has  figured.    An  in- 
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teresting  account  was  given  of  Conrad 
Weiser.  the  agent  and  interpreter  who 
so  often  passed  up  and  down  the  Sus- 
quehanna in  government  dealings  with 
the  Indians.  He  also  accompanied 
Zingendoff  in  his  visit  to  the  Wyoming 
Indians  in  1742. 

The  speaker  refuted  some  of  the  al- 
legations frequently  made. 

First— They  are  not  Pennsylvania 
"Dutch,"  but  are  Germans  from  along 
the  Rhine. 

Second— They  are  not  descendants  of 
the  Hessian  troops  who  were  hired  bv 
the  British  in  the  Revolution. 

Third— They  were  not  hostile  to  the 
patriot  cause,  but  as  Brancroft  says, 
they  were  all  on  the  side  of  freedom. 

Fourth— It  Is  charged  that  they  were 
poor,  ignorant  peasants.  Poor,  they 
often  doubtless  were,  but  the  ignorance 
remains  to  be  proven.  At  the  timie  of 
the  Revolution  they  had  more  printing 
presses  in  Pennsylvania  than  New 
York  and  New  England  combined. 
Franklin,  in  a  celebrated  letter  sent  to 
London,  called  them  a  lot  of  ignorant 
boors,  yet  in  the  same  letter  says  "they 
are  great  readers  of  books  in  their  own 
language."  They  printed  the  whole 
bible  three  times  and  the  New  Testa- 
ment seven  times.  In  German,  before 
it  was  once  printed  in  English,  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States.  In 
doing  this  they  made  their  own  paper 
and  ink.  and  did  their  own  binding. 

William  Rittenhouse,  a  Pennsylvania 
German,  erected  the  first  paper  mill 
in  the  colonies  in  1690,  and  his  son, 
David  Rittenhouse.  independently  dis- 
covered "the  method  of  fluxions."  in- 
troduced "spider  lines"  into  transit  in- 
struments, and  first  observed  the  tran- 
sit of  Venus  in  America.  He  was  the 
first  mathematician  in  America.  Dr. 
Christopher  Wren  of  Germantown  ex- 
ecuted the  first  oil  paintings  and  made 
the  first  clocks  and  pipe  organs  in  the 
colonies.  Our  Germans  had  regular 
Sunday  schools  at  Ephrata  and  Ger- 
mantown as  early  as  1732,  and  the  red 
and  blue  Sunday  school  tickets,  with 
scripture  verses  they  used  as  early  as 
1744.  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  of  Philadel- 
phia, writing  in  1789.  says  it  was  rare 
to  find  a  German  man  or  woman  who 
could  not  read.  And  the  late  Dr.  Will- 
iam H.  Egle,  State  librarian  of  Penn- 
sylvania, says  that  in  a  memorial  sign- 
ed by  200  Pennsylvania  Germans  but 
one  made  his  mark.  Dr.  Egle  sajrs  no 
other  colony  can  show  such  a  docu- 
ment. But  some  of  these  Germans  were 
university  men  of  high  standing.  Daniel 
Pastorius  of  Germantown  wrote  with 
elegance     German,     Spanish,     English. 
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French,  Italian,  Greek  and  Latin,  and 
Peter  Miller  of  Bphi*ata  translated  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Congress,  into  seven  of  the 
langruages  of  Continental  Europe.  He 
is  thought  to  have  been  the  only  man 
in  the  colonies  able  to  do  this. 

They  established  the  first  ladies' 
seminary  in  America  at  Bethlehem  in 
1794.  and  at  Nazareth  Hall  the  first 
normal  school  in  1807. 

The  first  united  protest  against 
African  slavery  in  America  came  from 
the  Germans  of  German  town  in  1688. 

Fifth— Their  "Dutch  language"  is 
made  sport  of  as  the  language  of  the 
Boors.  In  reality  it  is  the  language  of 
South  Germany  but  little  altered.  It 
is  the  language  of  the  Palatmate  to- 
day. 

Sixth — They  are  often  said  to  be 
un progressive,  unfavorable  to  educa- 
tion and  superstitious.  Governor 
Thomas,  Gk>vernor  John  Penn,  before 
the  Revolution;  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  in 
1789,  and  Dr.  T.  P.  Wickersham, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
in  Pennsylvania,  In  his  History  of 
Education  in  Pennsylvania,  all  em- 
phatically deny  this.  The  position  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  sisterhood  of 
States  Is  a  refutation. 

Prof.  Frederick  T.  Turner,  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  German  farms 
in  Pennsylvania  were  superior  to  the 
farms  in  New  Englahd  and  the  planta- 
tions in  the  South.  Their  surplus 
crops  sold  in  the  nearest  towns,  de- 
veloped retail  trade  in  the  interior  and 
was  an  important  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  industrial  self  de- 
pendence of  the  United  States. 

The  German  farmers  were  the  best 
farmers  in  the  United  States.  They 
raised  the  standard  of  comfort  in 
American  life.  Compare  the  comforts 
of  life  on  a  Pennsylvania  farm  with 
that  on  a  farm  in  New  England  or  on 
a  plantation   in  the  South. 

The  German  "Sects"  were  a  strong 
element  in  the  movement  against  es- 
tablished churches,  and  in  favor  of  re- 
ligious freedom,  and  which  has  devel- 
oped Into  the  American  system  of  the 
secular  State. 

We  all  know  the  qualities  of  the  men 
and  women  who  made  Wyoming  their 
home.  It  has  been  our  effort  to  show 
the  no  less  sturdy  and  persistent 
qualities  of  the  men  and  women  oi 
another  nation  who  were,  and  still  are, 
one  of  the  Important  elements  which 
make**  up  the  population  of  our  Com- 
monwealth.    By  patient  labors  he  con- 
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quered  the  forest*  and  a  home  for  him- 
self and  his  family.  We  have  seen 
that  the  German  pioneer  was  a  relig- 
ious man.  He  was  from  the  first 
wlllinsr  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  his 
adopted  country,  and  later,  his  own 
fireside.  In  the  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle he  furnished  the  rifiemen.  so 
prized  by  Washington  for  their  won- 
derful marksmanship.  Indeed,  some 
have  thought  that  without  the  rifie» 
which  the  German  brought  to  America, 
and  manufactured  here,  the  struggle 
have  been  won  by  the  colonists.  It 
was  the  wealth  of  these  same  German 
colonists  which  furnished  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  necessary  material  which 
supported  the  Continental  army  dur- 
ing that  trying  and  uncertain  war. 

Our  ancestors  labored.  We  have  en- 
tered into  their  labors.  The  blood- 
thirsty savage  no  longer  lurks  on  the 
mountains;  the  forests  have  been 
felled;  the  fields  are  In  cultivation; 
homes  have  been  erected;  cities  and 
towns  builded;  roads  constructed  to 
every  portion  of  the  land;  foreign  and 
domestic  foes  have  been  silenced;  a 
stable  system  of  government,  with  the 
utmost  of  political  and  religious  free- 
dom, has  been  founded  and  perpetu- 
ated; a  system  of  public  schools,  the 
best  In  the  world,  founded;  telegraphic 
communication  between  every  hamlet 
and  the  whole  world  is  ours;  all  these 
we  have   Inherited. 

What  remains  for  us. to  do?  To  pre- 
serve for  our  children  this  whole  in- 
heritance, to  purify  and  maintain  in 
purity,  our  political  life;  to  develop 
and  expand  our  educational  system, 
until  a  complete  education  Ia  within 
the  reach  of  every  child  In  the  land. 
To  develop  all  the  natural  sources  of 
energy.  In  order  that  the  forces  of 
nature  may  do  more  fully  the  work 
which  men's  hands  must  do,  so 
that  men  may  live  more  completely 
than  Is  now  possible  In  the  realm  of 
the  Intellectual  and  the  spiritual. 


COMMEMORATIVE    NOTES. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  on  the 
part  of  members  of  the  patriotic  so- 
cieties. 

After  the  exercises  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Dorrance  entertained  the 
speaker  and  a  few  friends  at  their 
home  in  Dorranceton,  at  luncheon. 
Among  those  present  was  William 
Dlckover,  who  attended  the  laying  of 
the  cornerstone  of  the  monument 
seventy  years  ago.  He  and  Edward 
S.  Loop  are  supposed  to  be  the  only 
survivors    of    that    event. 
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Another  present  was  Anderson  Dana 
Hodffdon,  sixth  in  descent  from  Ander- 
son Dana,  who  perished  in  the  1778 
battle. 

On  the  pro-am  was  a  picture  of  the 
old  Jenkins  house,  which  stood  on  the 
site  of  Fort  Wintermute,  in  present 
Sturmervllle,  where  the  first  shock  of 
the  battle  occurred.  Only  the  walls 
and  chimney  remain  now.  The  cut  was 
loaned  by  Oscar  J.  Harvey,  it  being 
one  of  the  illustrations  In  his  forth- 
comingr  history  of  Wllkes-Barre. 

There  were  three  of  the  vice  presi- 
dents present — William  H.  Richmond 
of  Scranton,  Lawrence  Myers  and  J. 
W.  Hollenback. 

The  exercises  began  it  10  o'clock 
.  and  were  all  over  before  noon,  so  that 
nobody  became  weary. 

The  speaker  had  much  to  say  of 
Conrad  Weiser,  the  government  inter- 
preter and  scout  who  frequently  passed 
through  Wyoming  Valley  on  journeys 
to  the  Indians  about  1730  and  later. 
Mrs.  McCartney  states  that  Mrs.  Wil- 
bur F.  Reeder  of  Bellefonte,  the  new 
State  regent  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Is  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  that  worthy. 

After  the  Spanish -American  War 
Maj.  Groff.  who  had  served  in  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  was  sent  to  Porto  Rico, 
where  he  holds  the  following  numer- 
ous positions: 

Commissioner  of  National  Relief 
Commission. 

Secretary  and  treasurer  of  Colonial 
Christian  Association. 

Brigade  surgeon,  Spanish-American 
War. 

Director  of  Vaccination  In  Porto 
Rico  (790.000  persons  vaccinated  in 
three  months,  virus  produced  on 
ground,  not  a  single  death  caused,  not 
a  single  person  arrested  in  course  of 
work.  Greatest  record  for  time  in 
world's  history). 

Secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Su- 
perior Board  of  Health  of  Porto  Rico 
and  author  of  sanitary  code. 

Secretary  and  treasurer  Insane  Asy- 
lum of  Porto  Rico. 

Secretary  and  treasurer  Leper  Hos- 
pital of  Porto  Rico. 

Member  of  Insular  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 

President  Insular  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion of  Porto  Rico. 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Education 
of  Porto  Rico. 

M*»TPber  of  the  Exemtlve  Council  of 
Porto  Rico. 
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[Daily  Record.  July  7,  1904.] 

Many  years  ago  a  goodly  number  of 
people  emigrated  from  Huntsvllle  and 
vicinity  to  northern  Ohio,  principally  to 
points  hereabouts, — Norwalk — to  make 
a  brief  refernce  to  some  of  whom  who 
may  prove  of  interest  to  some  of  your 
readers.  Among  the  very  first  to  ven- 
ture westward  was  Amariah  Watson,  a 
great  uncle  of  the  writer,  who  founded 
the  town  of  Lexington,  Ohio,  in  1811, 
afterwards  founded  a  town  in  Indiana 
which  he  named  Indiantown,  and  later 
on  he  founded  a  town  in  western  Illi- 
nois, naming  it  Tlskalwa,  through 
which  place  the  Chicago  &  Rock  Island 
Railroad  has  since  been  constructed. 
Mr.  Watson  had  a  penchant  for  adven- 
ture, choosing  the  life  of  a  pioneer.  We 
visited  him  at  his  home  in  Lasalle.  111., 
just  half  a  century  ago  and  then  and 
there  witnessed  the  passage  over  the 
Chicago  &  Rock  Island  Railroad  of  the 
first  passenger  train  to  reach  the 
"father  of  waters."  Special  trains  left 
Chicago  on  Feb.  22,  1854,  taking  on 
from  towns  along  the  line  of  the  road, 
officials  and  business  men.  The  trains 
were  profusely  decorated  with  flags  and 
to  each  one  was  attached  a  flat  car  on 
which  were  mounted  cannon,  which 
were  kept  booming  as  the  train  sped 
over  the  prairies.  The  opening  up  of 
railway  communication  with  the  {Miss- 
issippi was  regarded  as  an  important 
step  forward  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try. 

Sylvanus  Fuller  and  Jonathan 
Worthington  came  to  Ohio  at  quite  an 
early  day.  Mr.  Fuller  owned  what  has 
been  known  in  recent  years  as  the  Mul- 
lison  farm,  bordering  on  the  Huntsvllle 
reservoir.  Mr.  Mullison's  descendants 
have  been  remarkably  successful  in  tife 
acquisition  of  property.  Mr.  Worth- 
ington's  father,  Joseph  Worthington, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  on  the 
shores  of  Harvey's  Lake.  The  country 
ftiereabouts  was  then  almost  one  un- 
broken forest,  abounding  in  game,  while 
the  waters  of  the  lake  were  alive  with 
fish.  Truly  then  and  there  "the  speckled 
trout  came  flopping  out  and  the  deer 
went  bounding  by."  It  was,  Indeed, 
the  sportsman's  ideal  spot.  There  be- 
ing no  hotel  at  the  lake  at  that  time  It 
frequently  devolved  upon  Mr.  Worth- 
ington to  entertain,  as  best  he  could, 
with  the  crude  facilities  at  his  com- 
mand, visitors  from  afar  who  sought 
that  secluded  spot  for  an  outing.  Men 
In  high  stations,  governors,  judges, 
congressmen,  etc.,  have  been  sheltered 
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under  his  roof.  In  the  summer  of  1848 
a  son  of  Vice  President  George  M.  Dal- 
las was  a  guest  at  his  home  for  a 
period  of  several  weeks.  A  letter  was 
dropped  by  the  young  man,  which  was 
found  after  his  departure,  written  by 
his  father  requesting  his  return  home, 
stating  that  his,  the  father's,  term  of 
office  would  soon  terminate,  making  it 
necessary  to  retrench  In  matters  of  ex- 
penditures. Mr.  Worthington  has  a 
grandson  residing  In  Norwalk.  An- 
other, Elijah  Worthington,  conducting 
a  real  estate  and  loan  office  in  Cleve- 
land. Mrs.  Worthington  was  a  Bulkley, 
a  cultured  lady  for  that  period,  and 
of  one  of  th^  best  families  in  the  valley. 

In  1837  Girden  and  Raymond  Perrin 
located  In  this  vicinity.  They  had 
owned  farms  on  the  mountainside  west 
of  Kingston.  They  were  men  of  ster- 
ling worth,  and  their  descendants  are 
enterprising  and  most  worthy  citizens. 

Col.  Simon  Rogers  located  in  Nor- 
walk at  an  early  day,  where  he  spent 
his  remaining  years,  commanding  the 
respect  of  everyone.  It  was  his  father, 
then  a  boy,  who  was  captured  by  the 
Indians,  along  with  Pike,  Van  Camp 
and  others.  The  Indians  started  with 
their  captives  through  the  wildnerness 
tor  Buffalo  to  deliver  them  to  the  Brit- 
ish, expecting  a  ransom  therefor.  It 
was  their  custom,  when  night  came,  to 
bind  their  captives  hand  and  foot  and 
place  them  around  a  fire  for  tha  night. 
Young  Rogers  seemed  to  be  a  favorite 
with  the  Indians,  they  giving  him  his 
liberty  and  allowing  him  to  retain  his 
pocket  knife,  the  granting  of  which 
privilege  proved  a  fatal  mistake  for 
them.  Pike  arranged  with  the  boy  to 
cut  him  loose  one  night  when  the  In- 
dians were  sleeping  soundly  after  a 
hard  day's  tramp.  Pike  then  qultely  re- 
leased the  other  captives,  then  placed 
the  guns  of  the  Indians  beyond  their 
reach  and  with  their  tomahawks  com- 
menced the  work  of  slaughter,  but  one 
Indian  effecting  his  escape.  Mr.  Rogers 
formerly  owned  the  farm  now  known 
as  the  A.  J.  Baldwin  place  on  the  road 
leading  from  Huntsville  to  Trucks- 
vllle. 

Daniel  Ruggles  came  to  Ohio  in  1830 
and  bought  a  tract  of  land  near  this 
place,  out  of  which  he  carved  a  farm 
for  each  of  his  five  children.  Mr.  Rug-  • 
gles  owned  a  farm  about  a  mile  from 
Huntsville  on  the  Plymouth  road.  Near 
him  was  what  was  known  as  the  Rug- 
gles school  house,  which  burned  down 
many  years  ago.  Near  the  Ruggles 
farm  on  the  Plymouth  road  was  where 
Hiram  Drake  owned  a  farm  and  oper- 
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ated  a  saw  mill  for  many  years.  The 
farm  is  now  owned  by  Henry  J.  Brown. 
Three  of  Hiram  Drake's  sons,  Francis, 
Asaph  and  Solomon,  came  to  Ohio  and 
found  homes  In  this  vicinity.  Francis 
is  still  livlngr  at  the  afire  of  nearly  90 
years. 

Near  the  sigrht  of  the  Ruggles  farm 
on  the  road  leading  to  the  Rome  school 
house  Is  where  Anson  Carr  Scadden  re- 
sided. Four  of  his  sons,  Henry,  Will- 
iam. Charles  and  Absalom,  located  near 
here,  but  all  have  passed  over  the  great 
divide.  They  were  thrifty  farmers  and 
worthy  citizens. 

Four  of  the  Baldwin  brothers.  Burr, 
Lewis,  Watson  and  Ambrose,  in  the 
years  of  their  early  manhood,  souai[it 
homes  in  northern  Ohio.  The  remain- 
ing brother.  Abed,  the  writer's  father, 
was  satisfied  to-  continue  his  citizen- 
ship in  his  native  State.  He  conducted 
a  store  at  Nantlcoke  in  1826-7  while  the 
dam  at  that  place  was  being  construct- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  conducting  water 
Into  the  North  Branch  Canal.  Had  a 
branch  store  near  White  Haven  In  1838- 
39  when  the  railroad  to  connect  the 
Wyoming  coal  field  with  slack  water 
navigation  on  the  Lehigh  River  was 
being  built.  Was  commissioned  major 
by  Governor  Wolf  In  1835.  The  late 
Charles  Dorrance  was  commissioned 
colonel  at  that  time.  His  parents  gave 
him  the  name  of  Abednego.  When  he 
was  old  enough  to  realize  the  character 
of  the  name  he  was  burdened  with  he 
cut  in  two,  discarding  the  last  and  re- 
taining the  first  half,  being  known 
thereafter  by  the  name  of  Abed.  Some 
seventy  years  ago  on  meeting  his  fam- 
ily physician,  Dr.  James  Lewis,  father 
of  your  townsman,  T.  H.  B.  Lewis,  said 
to  him  that  he  would  be  wanted  about 
the  Fourth  of  July  for  particular  busi- 
ness. The  doctor  replied  that  he  would 
like  to  celebrate  the  Fourth,  and  If  the 
business  could  be  attended  to  a  day 
later  that  he  would  reduce  the  charges 
one-half.  The  writer's  birthday  comes 
on  the  Bth  of  July  and  the  doctor  was 
true  to  his  promise  as  to  a  reduction  of 
charges.  Jude  Baldwin,  the  writer's 
grandfather,  emigrated  from  Connecti- 
cut In  1795  locating  at  Huntsville.  He 
was  a  hatter  by  trade.  His  father, 
Jared,  erected  a  grist  mill  at  Hunts- 
ville about  a  hundred  years  ago.  It 
afterwards  burned  down.  He  was  a 
commissary  In  Washington's  army.  The 
money  that  he  drew  from  the  govern- 
ment from  time  to  time  he  applied  to 
buying  needed  supplies  for  the  men 
thinking  that  the  government  would 
reimburse  him,  but  at  the  close  of  the 
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war  his  entire  claim  was  paid  off  in 
Continental  scrip,  the  payment  of  whicli 
was  afterwards  repudiated. 

The  writer's  mother,  born  near 
Huntsville  in  1802,  was  the  daughter  of 
Griffin  Lewis,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  who 
moved  ^om  Vermont,  locating  at 
Huntsville  in  1795.  Prof.  Taylor  Lewis, 
of  whom  mention  is  made  in  several  of 
the  encyclopedias  and  in  the  supple- 
ment to  Webster's  unabridged  diction- 
ary as  an  "American  scholar  and  au- 
thor, was  a  nephew  of  the  Rev.  Lewis, 
and  a  cousin  once  removed  of  the 
writer.  The  Rev.  Lewis  married  Han- 
nah Rogers,  who  was  a  young  girl  re- 
siding with  her  parents  at  Plymouth  at 
the  time  of  the  Wyoming  Massacre.  In 
after  years  she  could  talk  entOertain- 
ingly  concerning  the  stirring  scene?  of 
pioneer  days.  She  said  that  on  that 
eventful  3d  of  July  word  came  that 
our  little  army  at  Wyoming  had  suf- 
fered defeat,  and  that  the  Indians  were 
moving  down  the  valley  dealing  out 
death  and  destruction  on  every  hand. 
To  flee  seemed  to  be  their  only  recourse, 
to  which  end  preparations  were  speed- 
ily made.  The  mother,  the  writer's 
great-grandmother,  being  seriously 
sick,  was  fastened  on  a  bed,  and  the 
bed  lashed  on  the  back  of  a  horse,  and 
in  that  manner  they  set  out  over  the 
mountains  and  through  the  wilderness 
for  Connecticut.  On  the  way  the  mother 
died,  and  they  tarried  long  enough  to 
bury  her  as  best  they  could  beneath 
the  roots  of  an  upturned  tree,  and  then 
with  saddened  hearts  resumed  their 
flight. 

In  186^  Jacob  I.  and  Bvert  Bogardus 
of  Wilkes-Barre  and  Truman  and 
Green  Atherton  of  Huntsville  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  at  North  Monroeville,  a 
pleasant  little  hamlet  about  seven  miles 
from  this  city,  where  they  engaged  in 
farming  and  merchandising.  Since  then 
the  years  have  come  and  gone  and  they 
one  by  one  have  fallen  by  the  wayside 
until  all  have  been  called  upon  to  bid 
adieu  to  pleasant  homes  and  kind 
friends.  The  little  cemetery  there  now 
contains  all  that  is  mortal  of  our  old 
time  friends.  Jacob  I.  Bogardus  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Col.  Mosely,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress.  He 
organized  the  Dallas  and  Plymouth 
Rifle  Company  some  seventy  years  ago 
and  was  its  flrst  captain.  His  com- 
pany was  the  pride  of  the  battalion  of 
wihch  it  was  part.  Truman  Atherton 
was  postmaster  at  Huntsville  for  many 
years  and  represented  Luzerne  County 
In  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  in  1851- 
52.    Evert  Bogardus  was  «t  prominent 
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business  man  of  Wilkes-Barre,  and 
after  coming  to  this  State  represented 
this,  Huron  County,  In  the  Ohio  legis- 
lature. 

Truman  Atherton  and  Daniel  Rug- 
gles  married  daughters  of  Benajah  Ful- 
ler, a  Revolutionary  soldier  .who  died 
at  Huntsville  April,  1836.  The  death- 
bed scene  is  vivid  in  the  mind  if  the 
writer,  though  less  than  6  years  of  age 
at  that  time.  We  accompanied  our 
motehr,  who  was  summoned  to  the 
bedside  of  the  dying  patriot  of  seventy- 
six. 

Mr.  Fuller  had  a  most  thrilling  ex- 
perience with  an  Indian.  He  wa?*  in  the 
forest  gunning  and  his  supply  of  am- 
munition became  exhausted,  after 
which  he  espied  an  Indian  peering  at 
him  from  behind  a  distant  tree.  The 
Indian  had  no  gun,  but  had  other 
weapons  of  warfare.  Fuller  thought  it 
the  better  part  of  discretion  to  see 
what  his  legs  could  do  for  him,  so  he 
ran  as  he  never  had  ran  before.  The 
Indian  gave  chase,  with  hatchet  in  one 
hand  and  scalping  knife  in  the  other, 
crying  out  at  every  bound,  "Stop. 
Yankee,  stop,"  but  on  they  sped 
through  tangled  brush,  dodging  a  tree 
here  and  tree  there.  The  red  man  was 
more  fleet  of  foot  and  steadily  gained 
on  his  wonted  victim  until  he  had  ap- 
proached so  near  that  he  was  In  the 
act  of  striking  at  Fuller,  when  Fuller 
turned  suddenly  around,  dealing  his 
pursuer  a  telling  blow  bn  the  side  of 
the  head  with  the  butt  of  his  gun,  fell- 
ing him  to  the  ground,  then  followed 
blow  after  blow  until  the  savage  was 
converted  Into  a  good  Indian  and  Fuller 
spared  to  tell  the  tale.  Mr.  Fuller  has 
a  grandson  residing  in  Norwalk  in  the 
person  of  A.  J.  Ruggles,  now  80  years 
of  age  and  a  native  of  Luzerne  Bor- 
ough. Another  at  North  Monroevllle, 
In  the  person  of  James  Truesdall,  who 
spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Huntsville. 
and  the  years  of  his  early  manhood  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  and  who  can  now  look 
back  from  his  advanced  years  upon  a 
well  spent  and  a  successful  life.  He  has 
a  great-grandson,  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Mt.  Vernon.  Ohio,  and  a 
native  of  Wilkes-Barre. 

We  had  the  pleasure,  recently,  of 
meeting  our  old  friend,  Chauncey 
Goble,  who  left  Lfuzerne  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  and  is  now  pleasantly 
located  near  "Lake  Erie's  distant 
shore." 

Not  long  since,  on  meeting  Joseph  B. 
Perrin,  eldest  son  of  GIrdIn  Perrin,  now 
77  years  of  age.  and  who  resides  in  the 
adjoining  town  of  Milan,  he  presented 
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us  with  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament, 
on  a  blank  pa^re  of  which  Is  written. 
"Bought  at  Abed  Baldwin's  store. 
HuntsvlIIe.  Pa.,  September.  1837."  We 
appreciate  the  gift  as  a  valuable  me- 
mento of  ye  olden  time. 

Frank  Smith  of  Plymouth,  Samuel 
Lamoreaux  of  Jackson,  Major  Whar- 
ham  of  Lehman  and  Myron  Hagaman 
of  TrucksvUle  also  located  In  this  vi- 
cinity, all  of  whom,  excepting  Haga- 
man,  have  passed  on  to  the  great  be- 
yond. 

Trusting  this  will  not  prove  too  great 
a  tax  upon  your  space,  we  remain 
Most  respectfully  yours, 
C.  J.  Baldwin. 

Norwalk.  O.,  July,  1904. 


ELLEN      CONWAY— A      SCENE      IN 

WYOMING. 

(By  Rev.  C.  E.  Babl>.  D.  D.) 

[Daily  Record,  July  11,  1904.] 

[The  following  story,  relating  to  the 
Wyoming  Valley,  was  written  by  Re\. 
Clement  E.  Babb.  D.  D.,  when  a  stu- 
dent in  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York,  in  1847.  It  appeared  first  in 
The  Ladies'  Wreath,  a  popular  maga- 
zine of  that  day,  and  afterwards  in  an 
Illustrated  Annual,  with  other  original 
articles  by  Horace  Bushnell,  D.  D.,  N. 
P.  Willis,  T.  S.  Arthur,  Mrs.  L.  H. 
Sigourney  and  other  well  known  au- 
thors. Dr.  Babb  was  born  in  Wilkes- 
Barre  eighty-three  years  ago  this  sum- 
mer, and  for  over  fifty  years  he  has 
been  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Herald 
and  Presbyter,  one  of  the  leading  Pres- 
byterian papers,  published  weekly  Iii 
Cincinnati.  Dr.  Babb  still  retains  his 
vigor  amazingly,  and  like  Moses,  "his 
eye  is  not  dimmed  nor  his  natural  force 
abated."  He  has  a  large  bible  class 
in  connection  with  the  Second  Presby- 
terian Church  of  San  Jose,  California, 
of  which-  church  Rev.  Thornton  A. 
Mills,  Ph.  D.,  formerly  of  this  city,  is 
pastor.  The  Record  Is  indebted  to  Dr. 
Mills  for  the  clipping  of  the  story, 
which  the  Herald  and  Presbyter  repub- 
lished last  month.— Editor  Record.] 

Who  has  not  heard  of  fair  Wyoming? 
Campbell  and  Mrs.  Sigourney,  In 
poetry,  and  Col.  Stone  and  our  own 
Charles  Miner,  in  prose,  have  pictured 
her  scenery  and  her  sufferings  in  col- 
ors, which,  like  Raphael's  paintings, 
will  only  mellow  and  become  more  at- 
tractive with  age.  When  I  think  how 
sweetly  on  her  mountain  slopes,  in 
June,  the  green  of  nature  and  the  gold 


Digitized  by 


Google 


112  Vol.  rs 

of  culture  were  mingled;  how  here  and 
there  a  farm  was  cut  far  up,  and 
waved  its  harvest  proudly  upon  the 
summit,  while  by  its  side  a  strip  of 
woodland  stretched  far  down  into  the 
plain— looking,  amid  the  orchards  and 
wheat  fields,  like  some  monumental 
relic  of  the  past;  as  I  think  of  the  clifTs 
up  which  I  climbed  in  boyhood,  and 
upon  which  I  sat  and  drank  in  the 
landscape,  until  my  young  brain  grew 
dizzy  with  delight;  as  I  remember  the 
islands,  which  seemed  like  flashing 
emeralds  in  the  silver  Susquehanna; 
and  the  villages,  where  every  home 
was  beautiful  with  shrubbery  and  em- 
bowered in  trees,  so  that  even  the 
stranger  could  read  much  in  the  taste- 
fulness  without  of  the  noble  hearts 
that  dwelt  within;  as  I  recall  those 
hearts,  linked  fast  and  fondly  with  my 
own,  making  this  Eden  of  the  hills  a 
land  of  enchantment,  to  be  loved  for- 
ever; as  these  remembrances  come  up 
before  me,  while  the  past  flits  like  a 
drem  of  beauty  across  my  mental  vis- 
ion, I  glance  in  memory's  picture  gal- 
lery over  the  faces  which  were  living 
and  gay  around  me,  when  life  was  in 
its  spring;  I  trace  their  history,  and 
begin  to  realize  what  I  had  read,  but 
disregarded,  if  I  did  not  doubt,  that 
existence  here  is  a  shadowy  thing;  that 
the  hopes  which  dawn  in  our  dreaming 
youth  are  based  on  clouds;  their  bril- 
liancy as  fleeting  as  the  gilding  of  a 
sunset  sky. 

Who  can  look  around  in  after  years 
for  the  companions  of  his  school-boy 
days,  and  not  feel  sad?  How  gay  and 
thoughtless  we  were  then!  We  launch- 
ed forth  on  the  sea  of  life,  as  a  fleet 
of  pleasure  boats  from  some  lovely 
bay,  with  zephyr  and  with  song.  Time 
passed,  the  sea  widened,  some  sailing 
rapidly,  other  more  slowly;  some  turn- 
ed hither,  some  thither;  some  strand- 
ed, and  others  foundered.  For  a  while 
we  could  see  here  and  there  a  familiar 
sail,  but  soon  all  vanished;  and  with 
new  consorts  or  alone,  each  plows  life's 
stormy  ocean. 

One  scene  among  those  early  memor- 
ies comes  now  so  vividly  upon  the  can- 
vas, that  I  must  copy  it  in  words. 
Sweet  Ellen  Conway,  as  we  always 
called  her,  was  one  of  Nature's  beau- 
ties. There  was  not  in  her  form  or 
features  anything  remarkable,  and  yet 
there  was  always  a  charm  about  her — 
an  enchantment  in  her  presence,  her 
soft  blue  eyes,  her  silver  voice,  which 
we  all  felt,  though  we  could  not  deflne 
it.  She  was  to  us  a  mystery  of  loveli- 
ness, but  in  after  years  I  found     the 
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key.  That  anffel  face  was  but  the  mir- 
ror of  a  soul  whose  natural  impulses 
were  kind  and  lovely,  and  on  which 
srrace  had  shed  faith's  purer  luster 
She  was  as  happy  as  a  bird.  Her  laugh 
and  song  would  ring  out  in  the  woods, 
as  if  she  never  knew  or  feared  a  sor- 
row. But  any  tale  or  sight  of  misery 
melted  her,  and  nerved  her,  too.  She 
would  sit  all  night  in  the  chamber  of 
hisease  or  death,  not  only  patiently, 
but  with  seeming  Joy,  as  if  she  was 
happiest  when  doing  good. 

Ellen's  home  was  a  small,  neat  farm 
house  on  the  hillside,  close  by  a  grove, 
which  was  her  favorite  resort  in  sum- 
mer. There  she  would  ramble  by  the 
murmuring  brook  and  sing  a  duet  with 
the  waters,  or  gather  flowers,  or  sit 
upon  a  rock  or  fallen  tree,  and  read  un- 
til the  evening  shadows  mingled  with 
the  boughs.  It  was  there  I  saw  her  on 
the  day  I  left  the  valley. 

A  new  group  filled  the  play-ground 
as  I  passed  it  after  an  absence  of  four 
years.  The  school  boys  of  the  past 
were  already  the  men  of  the  valley. 
The  school  girls  were  its  wives  and 
matrons.  All  was  changed.  But  they 
told  me  that  Ellen  Conway  was  sweet 
Ellen  Conway  still.  I  turned  toward 
the  farm  house,  and  took  a  path,  fa- 
miliar in  my  boyhood,  which  led 
through.  Ellen's  favorite  grove.  I  had 
scarcely  entered  it  before  I  heard  her 
voice,  but  mingling  with  it  in  earnest 
tones  was  another,  and  a  manly  one. 

"Oh,  this  is  cruel.  Ellen!  You  will 
not,  can  not  be  so  unkind." 

"I  am  not  unkind,  Edward;  you  do 
not  mean  that!  ask  your  own  heart, 
and  it  will  tell  you  that  I  dare  not  do 
otherwise.  Could  I  love  you  and  be 
yours,  if  you  mocked  my  dear  father, 
and  insulted  his  gray  hairs;  if  you 
scorned  my  mother  and  despised  her?" 

"Talk  not  so,  Ellen,  dear  Ellen;  you 
know  that  I  could  never  do  that — that 
I  honor  your  parents,  who  though  not 
rich  In  gold,  are  worth  more  than  mil- 
lions In  the  priceless  treasure  of  your 
love." 

"But,  Edward,  have  you  not  done 
worse;  despised  my  Heavenly  Father, 
and  mocked  with  doubts  and  with  de- 
nial that  Savior  who  is  more  to  me 
than  father,  mother,  home  or  friends? 
How  could  I  love  one  who  dishonors 
him?" 

"But,  Ellen,  these  are  mere  opinions, 
speculative  opinions;  they  affect  not 
the  heart." 

"Nay,  there  you  err;  all  skepticism  Is 
poS0CM}.    J(  may  lurk  unseen,  but  |s  ever 
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preying  on  the  conscience  and  the  af- 
fections; and  surely,  In  the  end.  must 
prostrate  all  that  Is  nofole  in  the  man. 
You  have  a .  kind  and  generous  heart. 
Edward,  and  with  Jesus  in  it,  it  might 
be  a  fountain  of  delight  to  you,  and  of 
blessing  to  thousands.  But  I  fear  it  is 
like  my  beautiful  rose-tree,  when  the 
worm  was  at  its  root;  you  remember 
it,  and  how  soon  the  flowers  withered, 
the  leaves  drooped,  and  the  stalk  be- 
gan to  die." 

"But,  Ellen,  you  might  save  me  from 
a  fate  so  fearful.  Tour  pure  nature,  if 
you  loved  me." 

"I  loved  my  rose-tree,  Edward,  but  I 
could  not  save  it.  While  the  worm  re- 
mains there  is  no  hope.  I  talk  to  you 
plainly,  for  I  esteem  you  much.  For 
your  kindness  I  am  truly  grateful;  and 
I  shall  never  cease  to  pray  that  God 
may  grive  you  faith  to  see  and  embrace 
him.  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ— the 
humble  'Man  of  Sorrows'— but  link  my 
fate  with  one  who  hates  my  dearest 
friend,  oh,  Edward,  that  you  know  I 
can  not  do." 

I  turned  back  to  the  road,  and  went 
around  the  grove  to  Mr.  Conway's 
house.  The  parents  of  my  schoolmate 
welcomed  me  with  a  hospitality,  which 
though  called  old  fashioned  now  and 
plain,  is  far  more  grateful  than  honey- 
ed words  of  greeting,  uttered  by  rule, 
with  no  heart  in  them.  We  had  much 
to  ask  and  answer.  And  time  flew  fast 
as  we  conversed  of  friends,  and 
changes,  of  marriages  and  deaths.  An 
hour  had  passed  ere  Ellen's  light  foot 
sounded  in  the  hall.  She  came  alone, 
and  looked  so  calm  that  no  one  would 
have  dreamed  a  lover's  fate  had  lately 
trembled  on  her  tongue.  But  she  had 
done  right;  she  had  not  acted  for  her- 
self, nor  in  her  own  strength;  and  she 
knew  that  her  happiness  was  still  an- 
chored high  and  safely;  then  why 
should  she  be  sad?  She  talked  that 
night,  as  she  'always  did,  nobly,  kindly 
and  hopefully.  She  was  no  weak  en- 
thusiast; her  mind  had  strength 
enough  to  «?rapple  with  the  grandest 
thoughts:  her  heart  was  wide  enough 
to  feel  for  all  humanity.  And  it  was 
this— this  union  of  power  and  gentle- 
ness, which  had  so  won  to  her  heart 
that  stranger  youth.  He  was  from  a 
distant  State,  the  son  of  an  old  friend 
of  Mr.  Conway.  He  was  wealthy,  pol- 
ished, intellectual,  and  the  world  call- 
ed him  a  "flnished  gentleman."  But 
when  abroad  he  had  become  tinctured 
with  that  upstart  French  philosophy, 
whose  glory  is  the  deep  credulity  of 
universal  doubt.    He  scorned  the  faith 
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of  his  New  England  home  and  became 
a  skeptic.  But  yet  his  nature  was  not 
wholly  undermined,  and  to  one  who 
saw  not  he  sapper  at  his  deadly  work, 
it  seemed  a  noble  structure.  Sick  of 
himself  and  the  world,  he  came  to 
spend  a  few  months  in  Wyoming  El- 
len Conway,  so  unlike  the  tinsel  beau- 
ties of  which  his  eyes  were  weary,  in- 
terested him  and  then  charmed  him. 
They  met  often.  He  had  much  of  other 
lands  to  tell  the  home-reared  maiden: 
and  he  so  pictured  the  countries  he  had 
traveled  in  that  she  seemed  transport- 
ed there.  She  listened,  was  delighted, 
and  little  were  the  wonder  had  she 
loved  him.  Her  mind  had  met  a  kin- 
dred mind,  her  sensibilities,  her  love  of 
nature,  her  sympathy  for  suffering, 
had  all,  in  their  outgushings,  met  a 
kindred  spirit.  There  was  in  this  a 
fascination  new  to  her;  she  was  ap- 
preciated: and  by  one  who  seemed  in 
all  things  worthy  of  a  young  heart's 
first  fond  love.  But  here  was  yet  a 
holier  chord  which  must  be  touched 
ere  she  could  yield  that  diamond  pure 
and  priceless.  She  began  to  talk  of 
immortality  and  heaven.  And  then 
she  found  that  there  was  no  hope  there 
to  fly  up  with  the  dove  whose  sky- 
bright  wings  were  fluttering  over  her. 
A  cloud,  a  thick  cloud  hung  between 
his  soul  and  God.  She  shuddered;  but. 
strengthened  from  on  high,  she  turned 
back  instantly  the  twining  tendrils  of 
her  heart,  stilled  its  quick  beating,  for- 
got herself,  and  only  tried  to  lead  that 
wandering  spirit  to  the  light.  And 
then  appeared  how  deep  the  delusions 
were  which  enveloped  him.  For,  de- 
spite her  earnestness,  he  thought  that 
she  was  but  a  sweet  enthusiast,  to 
whom  these  things  were  pleasant 
dreams  of  her  lonely  hours;  and  that 
his  image  in  her  heart  would  soon 
drive  them  away.  He  offered  her  his 
hand.  How  she  met  that  offer  we  have 
seen  already.  He  was  startled,  and 
yet  he  saw  that  if  her  belief  and  hope 
were  a  reality,  she  must  do  as  she  did: 
that  he  would  have  despised  her  if  she 
had  done  otherwise.  Still  she  was  dear 
to  him,  so  linked  with  all  he  lived  for. 
that  he  could  not  tear  himself  from  her 
side.  He  reasoned,  he  entreated;  hard 
was  the  struggle  in  his  heart  between 
the  pride  of  years  and  this  new- 
kindled  live.  How  could  he  yield  his 
doubts,  or  how  leave  her?  There  was 
no  strife  in  Ellen's  soul.  Her  faith 
she  never  could  forsake:  but.  sustained 
by  it,  could  give  up  all  beside.  They 
parted,  for  that  hour  had  dug  a  gulf 
between  them  which  seemed  impasea- 
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We.  More  wretched  than  he  came  did 
Edward  Newland  leave  that  quiet  val- 
ley. He  had  caught,  while  there,  a 
vision  of  the  pure  and  true,  which 
awoke  his  childhood,  called  back  his 
mother,  and  the  prayers  she  taught 
him.  his  father,  and  the  altar  of  his 
home.  But,  oh,  how  pale  they  looked 
amid  that  gloomy  unbelief.  He  could 
not  let  the  shadows  go,  and  hence  he 
tried  to  shut  the  light  out,  to  forget 
the  past,  and  to  be  happy  In  the  pres- 
ent feverish  joy. 

Ellen  Conway,  unlike  a  heroine  of 
romance,  did  not  grow  sad.  nor  pine 
away.  She  knew  that  she  had  duties, 
high  and  holy  duties  in  the  world,  and 
that  on  the  wings  of  duty  done  will 
peace  steal  back  to  the  trusting  soul. 
There  was  indeed  a  shade  of  thought 
upon  her  face,  and  doubtless  she  felt 
much,  and  often  prayed  for  Edward 
Newland;  but  she  smiled  and  talked 
as  kindly  as  before.  No  blight  had 
fallen  on  her  heart.  The  summer's 
landscape  was  as  gay  to  her  as  it  had 
hitherto  been,  and  to  her  eye  was 
everywhere  legible  the  love  of  God. 
The  present  hour  was  always  full  of 
Interest,  occupation  and  delight.  She 
had  no  time  for  morbid  musings,  or 
sickly  fancies,  or  longings  for  a  differ- 
ent sphere.  She  was  an  only  child; 
two  aged  hearts  were  leaning  on  her; 
and  to  be  their  stay,  their  light,  their 
eyes  to  read  the  holy  book,  their  voice 
to  breathe  orison  and  vesper  to  the 
skies,  to  watch  beside  them  In  all 
hours,  this  was  enough  for  her.  What 
home  could  be  so  sweet  as  this  in 
which  her  Infancy  was  nursed;  In 
which  she  first  learned  the  dear 
Savior's  name;  in  which  she  felt  his 
love  first  glow  within  her  heart?  Could 
she  change  it  for  any  bower  in  other 
lands,  however  bright?  Oh!  no;  not 
even  for  a  palace  and  a  throne.  Wher- 
ever, too,  for  miles  around  that  home, 
dwelt  sorrow,  want  or  pain,  there  was 
Ellen  Conway,  with  an  eye  to  pity,  a 
hand  to  aid,  a  voice  to  counsel  and  to 
cheer.  Her  lovers  were  the  poor,  the 
suffering  and  the  lonely.  Orphans  and 
widows  dried  their  tears  when  she 
drew  near,  and  blessed  her  when  she 
passed.  We  leave  her  ere  her  twentieth 
summer;  but  even  then  how  many  sad 
hearts  she  had  cheered,  how  many 
crushed  hearts  raised  to  hope,  how 
many  wanderers  won  to  God,  we  shall 
only  know  in  heaven.  Her  after  life 
may  claim  the  notice  of  some  future 
hour;  but  we  would  leave  before  the 
young  and  beautiful,  this  feeble  picture 
for  their  love  and  imitation, 
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The  storm  Increases;  It  is  a  fearful 
gale.  The  vessel  is  dismasted;  the 
waves  roll  over  her;  her  helm  she  heeds 
not,  but  in  the  darkness  drives  on  and 
on,  nearer  and  nearer  to  that  rock- 
bound  coa^t.  She  m^y  yet  round  the 
point.  But  no!  the  lightningr  flashes 
on  a  line  of  foam;  she  is  in  the  break- 
ers. All  hope  is  over  now.  Their  wind- 
ing sheet  is  flung  before  them  in  the 
surf,  their  dirge  is  howling  through 
the  air.  What  are  Edward  Newland's 
thoughts  as  he  slings  to  the  taffrail  of 
that  groaning  barque,  and  strains  his 
gaze  to  penetrate  the  gloom,  and  waits 
in  silent  anguish  for  the  final  scene — 
that  grinding  for  an  instant  on  the 
rocks,  that  rending  of  the  wreck,  that 
shivering  of  all  which  buoys  him  from 
death;  when  he  must  struggle,  fian- 
tlcally  and  yet  in  vain,  with  those  mad 
elements;  when  his  body,  will  be  the 
plaything  of  the  surges,  and  his  mind- 
will  that  drown,  too?  Can  the  waters, 
with  all  their  rage,  put  out  the  light 
of  reason?  Or  has  he  Indeed  a  soul 
which  will  rise  from  its  strangled  house 
and  soar  away?  And  if  so,  whither? 
He  tries  to  lean  upon  annihilation — 
that  dreadful  possibility  in  which  he 
has  believed,  or  thought  he  did;  but 
finds  no  rest  there,  and  he  would  not 
if  he  could.  Expire,  go  out  for  ever? 
No,  even  in  this  scene  of  horror  he 
tihudders  at  the  thought.  He  has  faced 
danger  often,  but  it  was  always  with 
excitement;  the  blood  was  boiling,  and 
he  know  no  fear.  But  in  this  storm, 
to  drift  on  for  hours  with  death's  cold 
hand  upon  the  heart,  freezing  and 
crushing,  it  what  courage  would  not 
fail?  A  poor  man,  clinging  by  his  side, 
is  whispering  something,  which  seems 
to  wile  away  his  terrors.  The  skeptic 
bends  his  ear,  and* catches  in  the  gale 
the  broken  words,  "Lord  Jesus,  thy  will 
be  done — the  chariot  in  the  storm — the 
Star  of  Bethlehem."  "Are  these  un- 
meaning sounds  a  mere  delusion?  Can 
fancy  fill  a  soul  with  peace  in  such 
an  hour?  Or  is  it  real— a  faith  based 
upon  truth,  which  will  not  fail?  And 
have  I  been,  for  these  long,  bitter 
years,  but  pandering  to  my  pride,  to 
blaspheme  God,  and  be  a  suicide  for 
ever?"  What  a  thought  to  plunge  be- 
neath the  breakers  with!  Hark!  that 
crash,  that  shriek— all  is  over,  and  the 
winds  and  waves  dash  on;  how  merci- 
less! 

The  morning  sun  is  high  and  bright, 
the  wind  has  fallen,  but  the  heavy 
swell,  which  fllngrs  its  white  arms  up 
the  cMff.  the  wrecks  that  strew  the 
shore,  the  corpses  that  they  are  gather- 
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Ing  on  the  beach,  show  that  a  storm 
has  spent  its  fury  there.  There  Is  a 
cabin  in  the  woods  behind  those  cliffs, 
and  cheerfully  its  smoke  curls  up  in  the 
dear  air.  For  while  that  tempest 
wrung  so  many  hearts,  then  stopped 
forever  their  warm  beating,  under  that 
roof  has  been  not  only  safety,  but  re- 
pose. No,  not  repose,  for  the  poor 
fisherman  had  marked  at  sunset  a  sail 
come  around  the  headland,  had  looked 
on  the  lowering  sky,  and  fearing  that 
the  storm  might  drive  her  in  among 
the  breakers,  had  gathered  what  help 
he  could,  and  watched.  And  when  that 
shriek  arose  so  wildly  on  the  blast, 
they  trimmed  their  torches,  and  clamb- 
ering boldly  down  the  cliff,  they  caught 
as  they  came  in  on  the  surf,  two 
bodies.  They  were  Edward  Newland, 
and  that  humble  man  who  had  clung 
by  his  side  and  prayed.  They  were 
alone  upon  the  stern,  which  when  the 
bow  struck  and  was  shivered,  plungmg 
all  upon  her  at  once  into  a  watery 
grave,  had  held  together  a  few  mom- 
ents longer,  and  drifted  farther  in, 
while,  as  she  sunk  at  length,  a  wave 
had  swept  those  on  her  to  the  shore, 
held  them  an  instant,  bruised  and  help- 
less there,— an  instant  only,  ere  it 
would  hurl  them  back  in  the  deep. 
That  instant  they  were  clasped  m  those 
strong  arms  and  carried  up  the  rocks. 
From  long  hours  of  frantic  struggles, 
of  darkness,  numbness  and  death,  Ed- 
ward awoke,  and  looked  around,  and 
wondered  vaguely  where  he  wa«,  too 
weak  to  think  or  reason.  He  fancied 
he  had  sunk  down  in  a  snow  drift  on 
Mount  Blanc,  had  been  rescued  by  a 
chamois  hunter,  and  was  in  his  hut. 
He  closed  his  eyes  again,  and  dream- 
ed about  the  sunlight  flashing  on  the 
glaciers,  and  what'  his  mother  used 
to  tell  him  of  heaven's  gates  of  pearl 
and  golden  streets,  and  wondered  why 
God  piled  that  pure  eternal  ice  up 
there,  and  what  he  flung  his  glorious 
sunbeams  on  it  for,  if  not  to  make  men 
think  of  heaven.  All  through  his 
dreams  thus  twined  what  he  had  lov- 
ed in  nature  with  what,  in  childhood, 
he  had  learned  of  revelation.  As  he 
grew  stronger,  and  memory  took  her 
seat  again,  and  brought  before  his 
mind  those  moments  on  the  wreck,  and 
the  need  he  then  felt  of  something  to 
lean  upon,  he  began  to  ask  if  the 
shadows,  which  had  hung  about  him, 
were  the  true  horizon  of  the  soul,  or 
but  reflections  of  his  doubts;  whether, 
if  he  could  trust,  he  would  not  again 
see  clearly.  He  could  not  settle  back 
into  that  chilling  unbelief;  no.  he  would 
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rather  sink  In  the  cold  sea.  His  pride 
was  gone;  weak  and  helpless  as  a 
child,  he  longed  to  find  a  teacher  and 
a  sruide.  But  he  was  doubtless,  so  he 
mused,  in  some  far  lonely  spot^  where 
men  knew  nothing  of  those  truths  sub- 
lime for  which  he  panted.  He  must 
wait  until  he  could  go  thence,  and  find 
some  learned  book,  some  preacher  of 
the  word  to  reason  with  him  and  to 
enlighten  him. 

He  turned,  at  times,  from  these  vain 
thoughts  to  watch  the  forms  which 
moved  around  him,  and  gaze  upon  the 
faces  which  bent  over  him.  There  was 
the  husband  and  father,  a  weather 
beaten  man  in  coarse  apparel;  but  his 
,  eye  was  kind,  his  voice  sunk  to  a  whis- 
per when  he  spoke,  and  Edward  knew 
that  beneath  that  rough  exterior  there 
was  a  true  and  noble  soul.  The  dame, 
too,  was  so  gentle  and  so  cheerful,  that, 
despite  here  gray  hairs  and  homespun 
dress,  he  thought  her  beautiful.  And 
then  the  rosy  children,  of  whom  the 
hut  was  full,  were  all  so  kind  and  quiet 
that  he  wondered.  There  seemed  a 
sweet  spirit  In  that  home,  and  though 
its  logs  were  rough,  its  roof  of  bark, 
and  its  floor  of  slabs,  he  felt  that  hap- 
piness was  there.  And  then  they  were 
so  good  to  him,  so  anxious  for  his  com- 
fort, though  a  stranger,  whose  name, 
whose  wealth,  whose  residence  they 
knew  not;  but  only  knew  his  weakness, 
his  helplessness,  and  danger.  He 
thought  much  on  this  through  the  day; 
but  only  thought  to  wonder.  At  length 
night  came,  and  when  the  evening  meal 
was  over  and  the  table  cleared  away, 
each  sat  down  silently,  some  pine  was 
thrown  upon  the  fire,  and  in  lis  blaze 
the  fisherman  opened  a  large  old-fash- 
ioned book  and  read  aloud.  EMward's 
ear  was  faint,  but  he  caught  enough  to 
recognize  the  bible. 

"Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled;  ye 
believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me." 

The  heavenly  mansion,  the  promised 
Comforter,  those  truths,  how  new,  how 
simple,  and  yet  how  grand  they  seemed. 
The  reading  ended,  they  all  knelt  down, 
and  with  an  earnestness  sincere  and 
eloquent,  thanked  God  for  the  blessings 
of  the  day,  and  for  the  fellow  beings 
whom  they  had  rescued  from  the  deep. 
To  his  hands  they  committed  them- 
selves in  childike  confidence,  asking 
that  through  the  darkness  angels  might 
watch  over  them  and  guard  their  bodies 
from  disease,  their  souls  from  sin. 
They  prayed,  too,  for  the  strangers; 
that  if  they  were  not  God's  children 
now,  this  providence  might  lead  them 
to  seek,  to  love,  and  trust  him.    Then 
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Stole  over  the  sick  man's  mind  the  clue 
to  all  that  mystery.  It  was  faith,  faith 
In  Jesus  Christ  which  flunff  over  that 
lone  and  rugrgred  spot  a  peace  and  Joy 
of  such  unearthly  purity.  He  thought 
of  Ellen  Conway,  and  of  that  holy  hope 
that  ever  brightened  in  her  eye.  He 
thought  of  the  poor  man's  prayer  upon 
the  wreck,  and  panted  to  learn  more 
of  this  faith,  which  seemed  at  once  so 
simple  and  sublime. 

As  soon  as  he  grew  strong  enough  h«> 
took  the  bible  from  its  shelf  and 
studied  it.  He  tried  to  pray;  he  asked 
those  simple  Christians  to  lead  him  in 
the  way  of  life,  and  as  they  talked  in 
the  artless  eloquence  of  their  full 
hearts,  of  Jesus,  he  listened  and  be- 
lieved. They  spake  of  what  they 
knew,  this  anchor  they  had  tried  in 
many  storms,  and  always  found  it 
sure.  Thus  ray  by  ray  did  truth  l>reak 
through  the  darkness  and  the  doubt  of 
years,  until  that  proud  skeptic  learned 
to  be  an  humble  and  a  trusting  man — 
to  glory  in  the  cross.  We  must  not 
stop  to  tell  how  glad  and  grateful 
were  that  family,  or  how  Edward  New- 
land  cheered  with  his  gifts  their 
hearth,  and  with  his  love  their  hearts. 
We  turn  again  to  Wyoming. 
*     *     *     * 

How  sad  the  farm  house  looks  to- 
day! The  shutters  closed,  all  still: 
that  solemn  air  on  every  side  which  in 
the  country  tells  of  death.  Two  of  the 
dwellers  here  have  gone;  they  have 
found  a  new  home — a  narrow  house — 
nay,  a  mansion  in  the  skies.  And  El- 
len Conway  sits  in  her  little  parlor  all 
Qlone.  A  week  they  have  been  burled, 
and  what  a  week  to  her!  Such  sorrow 
Is  too  sacred  for  any  eye  but  the  All- 
seeing  One;  and  happy  they,  upon 
whose  solltudp  and  grief  that  ever 
beams  a  Father's  love.  The  orphan 
mourned,  rnd  felt  that  It  was  right 
and  sweet  to  mourn  for  those  she  had 
so  long  and  fondly  loved:  but  yet  she 
mourned  not  without  hope.  She  mur- 
mured not,  but  bowed  in  lowly  resig- 
nation to  the  will  of  God,  and  blessed 
him  with  her  bleeding  heart  that  those 
dear  parents  were  In  a  brighter  world. 
A  week  had  passed,  she  had  grown 
calm,  and  is  thinking  what  new  duties 
will  now  claim  her  care  and  what 
strength  she  has  to  meet  them,  when  a 
knock  Is  heard.  A  voice  falls  on  her 
ear  like  an  echo  from  the  past.  She 
looks  up,  and  Edward  Newland  stands 
before  her.  But  a  new  light  is  flash- 
ing ifrom  his  eye;  not  love  nor  genius 
could  blaze  so.  No;  'tis  the  light  of 
faith.     She  reads  it  all  before  a  word 
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l8  uttered,  and  reaches  out  her  hand  as 
to  a  brother.  Upon  this  scene  we  need 
not  dwell.  The  true  heart  would  anti- 
cipate our  pen,  and  no  other  could  love 
its  holiness  of  sympathy.  We  hasten 
to  the  end. 

*     *     *     * 

The  ship  is  passing:  from  the  bay; 
the  land  is  fading  fast  astern;  before 
her  heaves  that  mound  of  waters,  over 
which  in  calm  or  tempest  she  must 
travel  for  many  days.  Upon  her  deck 
there  are  two  forms  familiar  to  our 
fancy.  They  watch  that,  distant  head- 
land as  it  slowly  sinks  into  the  meet- 
ingr  sea  and  sky.  "Farewell  home, 
country,  birthplace,  and  our  parents* 
irraves.  Thy  skies  were  brigrht,  thy 
mountains,  vales  and  streams  were 
dear  to  us,  but  scenery,  however  grand, 
is  not  the  spirif  s  home.  It  here  is  in 
the  heart;  hereafter  in  the  heavens. 
Ellen,  when  Ijwit  I  gazed  upon  that 
point,  my  heart  was  full  of  hate.  I 
hated  man,  and  hated  God,  and  tried  to 
hate  you  too;  but  wicked  as  I  was,  I 
never  could  do  that.  You  seemed  a 
bond,  gentle  yet  strong,  to  hold  my 
wayward  heart  from  utter  ruin  and 
despair.  It  was  to  throw  those  links 
of  purity  around  my  festering  spirit 
God  sent  me  to  that  valley;  and  to  his 
blessing  on  your  example  and  your 
prayers  I  owe  this  high  honor,  which 
thrills  and  nerves  my  heart:  a  mis- 
sionary of  the  cross,  an  ambassador 
of  God  to  millions!  How  happy  we 
should  be!  A  world  is  ours  to  love — 
Jesus  and  the  Spirit  our  colaborers. 
Angels  will  fill  the  air  above  us  as  we 
toll,  and  heaven  bend  down  to  meet 
us  when  we  die." 

"But,  Edward,  we  have  much  to  do 
and  to  endure.  We  have  left  civiliza- 
tion behind  us.  We  eo  to  plant  roses 
In  a  desert.  Long  and  patiently  must 
we  sow  the  seed  of  truth,  and  water 
the  sterile  sand  with  tears,  ere  ^e  can 
hope  for  flower  or  fruit.  It  Is  sweet  to 
labor  and  be  paid  with  gratitude.  But 
to  toil  and  pray  and  trust  for  those 
who  disregard,  suspect,  or  hate  us! 
Oh,  Edward,  we  must  have  God  ever 
wjth  us,  or  we  shall  fall.  We  must  al- 
ways be  humble  and  look  to  him,  or  we 
shall  be  wretched — yes,  despite  our  love 
and  mutual  confidence,  be  very 
wretched." 

"True,  EHlen,  we  must  not  be  dream- 
ers now,  but  active,  earnest.  We  will 
look  down  and  all  around  for  duties, 
but  look  up,  ever  up  for  strength  and 
joy.  For  he  is  God,  who  hath  so 
sweetlv  Paid,  with  human  lips  and 
more  than  human  love:  Tk),  I  am  with 
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you  always,  even  to  the  end.'  Who, 
with  such  a  promise,  would  not  be 
willing  to  *Go  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature?*" 


MRS.  HANNAH  TRIPP  DEAD. 
[Dally  Record.  July  12.  1904. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Tripp  of  Forty  Fort, 
aged  70  years,  widow  of  Isaac  S.  Tripp, 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
Wyoming  Valley,  died  last  evening  at 
8  o'clock  at  the  old  homestead  on 
Wyoming  avenue  of  general  debility, 
after  a  sickness  which  had  confined  her 
to  her  bed,  since  July  4. 

By  the  death  of  Mrs.  Tripp,  Forty 
Fort  loses  one  of  Its  most  estimable 
and  highly  respected  ladies.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tripp  have  always  taken  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  all  the  affairs  per- 
taining to  the  interests  of  the  West 
Side  and  have  seen  the  most  of  its 
development. 

Mrs.  .Tripp  was  born  at  Eaton,  on 
Feb.  16,  i834.  and  was  married  to  Isaac 
S.  Tripp  at  that  place  on  Dec.  28,  1861. 
Mr.  Tripp  was  then  a  resident  of  Forty 
Fort  and  the  young  couple  took  up 
their  abode  at  that  place  and  resided 
there  until  death  claimed  them,  Mr. 
Tripp's  death  having  occurred  about 
six  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  the 
following  children:  Flora  E.  Brunson 
of  Kimberton,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Robert  Spax:e 
of  Forty  Fort,  Isaac  Tripp  of  Phoenlx- 
viUe,  Edwin  M.  Tripp  of  Forty  Fort, 
Mrs.  Katherine  T.  Thompson  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  Mrs.  Bertha  T.  Robin- 
hold  of  Forty  Fort.  She  is  also  surviv- 
ed by  the  following  brothers  and  sis- 
ters: Mrs.  Leander  VonStorch,  Mrs. 
Robert  VonStorch.  Mrs.  Lydia  Hill  and 
Joel  Rogers  of  Scranton,  John  Rogers 
of  Kansas.  Frank  Rogers  of  Avoca  and 
George  Rogers  of  Thurston.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  this  city  and  retained  an  active  in- 
terest In  it  up  until  the  time  she  w€« 
incapacitated  from  attendance  by  the 
Infirmities  of  age. 


AN  ANCIENT  BURYING  GROUND. 

[Daily  Record,  July  12,  1904. 
The  old  burying  ground  at  Port  Bowkley 
along  the  Plank  Road,  near  the  Henry 
colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co., 
continues  to  attract  the  curious,  although 
It  IR  rapidly  falling  into  decay,  and  will 
ultimately  become  entirely  obliterated.  It 
is  about  100  feet  square  and  the  culm 
banks  are  encroaching  upon  it.  Some  of 
the  stones  are  broken  or  lying  flat  and 
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irnu!ually  being:  covered  with  earth. 
Charles  M.  Williams  recently  copied  such 
of  the  epitaphs  as  were  legible,  and  they 
are  given  below.  A  complete  list  of  the 
epitaphs  can  be  found  in  the  Historical 
Record,  volume  8,  page  397: 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Stephen  Gard- 
ner, who  died  August,  ISll,  in  the  75th 
year  of  his  a^sre. 

Alice  Gardner,  consort  of  Stephen  Gard- 
ner, died  June.  1810,  in  the  7«th  year  of 
her  age. 

Mary,  wife  of  Daniel  Gore,  died  April 
11,  1806,  aged  68  years. 

Daniel  Gore,  died  September  8.  1809,  in 
the  63d  year  of  his  age. 

Polly,  wife  of  George  Gore,  died  October 
25,  1813,  in  the  33d  year  of  her  age. 

Theresia  Carey,  bom  February  11,  1771; 
died  May  5.  1854. 

James  Griffith,  died  September  16.  1862, 
aged  44  years,  8  months  and  23  days. 

Sarah,  wife  of  Thomas  Tlttley,  aged  41 
years,  11  months  and  7  days. 

Thomas  Kennedy,  died,  February  16, 
1810  aged  27  years,  10  months  and  4  days. 

John  Clark,  died  March  22,  1818,  aged  66 
years,  6  months,  10  days. 

Sarah,  wife  of  John  Clark,  died  Decem- 
ber 23,  1797,  aged  47  years. 

Many  of  the  bodies  have  been  removed 
to  other  burial  places. 


DEATH  OF  HON.  JOHN  B.  SMITH. 

[Daily  Record,  July  20.  1904.) 
One  of  the  Wyoming  Valley  pioneer 
residents,  Hon.  John  B.  Smith  of  Forty 
Fort,  passed  away  yesterday  ,  about 
noon  at  the  age  of  85  years.  Death  was 
caused  by  the  inflrmities  of  age,  he 
having  been  ill  for  some  time.  Mr. 
Smith  was  one  of  the  first  operators  to 
engage  in  the  anthracite  coal  business 
and  his  name  will  ever  be  associated 
with  that  Industry. 

Deceased  was  born  at  Plymouth, 
May  26,  1819,  at  the  spot  where  the 
Smith  Opera  House  now  stands  and 
which  was  built  by  him  in  honor  of  his 
parents.  He  was  a  son  of  Abijah  and 
Esther  (Ransom)  Smith,  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  Plymouth,  respective- 
ly. The  father  went  to  Plymouth  in 
the  year  1806,  and  In  1807  helped  to 
open  the  first  coal  mine  in  the  United 
States  at  that  place.  He  followed  the 
coal  business  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1826,  when  he  was  65  years 
of  age. 

The  education  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  limited  to  the  meager  facili- 
ties afforded  by  the  Plymouth  Academy 
at  the  time  of  his  boyhood.  He  earned 
his  first   money   when   12  years  of  age 
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diffglner  potatoes  and  during  the 
following  two  summers  he  worked  on 
a  farm  for  Frank  Turner,  deceased, 
also  of  Plymouth,  for  which  he  receiv- 
ed a  shilling  a  day.  When  he  wa^  16 
years  of  age  he  engaged  with  the  hrm 
of  Smith  &  Wright,  of  Newark.  N.  J., 
of  which  his  half  brother.  Fitch,  was 
the  senior  member,  to  leam  the  sad- 
dlers' tra^e.  He  remained  just  nine 
days  and  then  came  by  boat  to  Easton 
and  from  there  walked  to  Plymouth. 
Next  day  he  began  sji  apprenticeship  at 
cabinet  making,  which  he  followed  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  then  entered  the 
employ  of  his  brother-in-law,  Samuel 
Davenport,  in  a  general  mercsjitile 
business.  In  this  he  remained  until  he 
was  21  and  then  purchased  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  stock,  which  partnership 
lasted  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Daven- 
port in '1849.  Mr.  Smith  continued  in 
the  business  until  1870,  admitting  his 
nephew,  Abijah  Davenport,  as  partner 
in  1864. 

In  1862  Mr.  Smith  purchased  the  coal 
business  of  Heber  &  Grouse  of  Plym- 
outh and  in  July.  1864,  sold  it  for  |51,- 
000.  He  then  secured  for  his  son,  R. 
N.,  a  position  as  coal  operator  with  a 
salary  of  $12,000  per  year,  and  organiz- 
ed the  Plymouth  bank,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  president.  His  brilliant 
success  in  life,  which  has  been  largely 
due  to  his  own  personal  efforts,  ^ows 
clearly  what  may  be  accomplished  in 
this  great  land  by  honest  and  untiring 
industry,  backed  by  good  common 
sense.  He  started  out  working  by  the 
day  for  meagre  wages,  but  now  his 
estates  cover  many  acres.  He  owns 
five  large  farms  in  this  State,  and  a 
tract  of  3,680  acres  in  one  of  the  best 
gold  districts  of  Colorado,  which  apart 
from  its  fertile  soil  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  experts  as  an  unusually 
good  gold  field.  Besides  these  vast  es- 
tates he  owned  and  dealt  in  town 
property  to  a  great  extent  in  Nanti- 
coke.  Forty  Fort,  Plymouth  and  ad- 
joining towns.  He  has  been  president 
of  the  Kingston  and  Dallas  Turnpike 
Co.  since  its  organization.  He  erected 
the  present  beautiful  residence  in  For- 
ty Fort  in  1868. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  three  times. 
February  8,  1843,  he  married  Miss  L»iva, 
daughter  of  Robert  Davenport  of  Plym- 
outh, and  they  had  born  to  them  three 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  R. 
N.,  teller  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Plymouth,  John  £}.,  of  Nescopeck, 
this  county,  and  Liva  (Mrs.  Dr.  Albert 
Rickard  of  Pljrmouth).  On  January  25, 
1851.  he  married  EJvellne  Keeler,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Asa  and  Blisabeth  Keeler»  and 
this  union  was  blessed  with  nine  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living— May 
Virginia  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Teager,  of 
Forty  Fort.  October  6,  1897.  he  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Margarei  Ferris, 
mother  of  Judge  Ferris,  who  survives. 
Mr.  Smith  was  a  member  of  Shawnee 
Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  F..  No.  225  of  Plymouth, 
of  the  Farmers'  American  Congress,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Robert  E.  Pattison,  and  of  the  Farmers' 
State  Board.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  of  Plymouth  and  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  In 
his  political  views  Mr.  Smith  has  al- 
ways advocated  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  represented  the 
district  in  the  legislature  at  Harris- 
burg  from  1876  to  1880.  For  fifty  years 
Mr.  Smith  was  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Plymouth  and  was  the 
last  surviving  member  of  the  original 
trustees. 

■  ^  ■ 

INDIAN   BURYING  GROUND. 

Athens  Evening  News:  In  an  item 
anent  the  finding  of  the  skeleton  of  an 
Indian  on  South  Main  street,  reference 
was  made  in  Saturday's  issue  to  the 
"old  Indian  burying  ground."  Mrs.  M. 
P.  Murray,  whose  study  of  the  valley's 
early  history,  entitles  her  statements  to 
be  authoritative,  has  prepared  the  fol- 
lowing short  sketch,  which  sets  the 
matter  right. 

"There  is  no  special  old  Indian  bury- 
ing ground  in  Athens;  the  lower  part 
of  the  town  is  full  of  graves  apparent- 
ly, and  no  doubt  the  old  tradition  is 
true  that  the  six  tribes  brought  their, 
dead  to  be  buried  at  the  'meeting  of 
the  waters'  because  their  souls  were 
conveyed  more  quickly  thence  to  the 
happy  hunting  grounda  The  graves 
found  by  the  excavators  of  tht  gas 
trench  were  all  on  the  street,  two  at 
the  corner  of  Mrs.  Colllns's  lot  and 
three  in  front  of  M.  P.  Murray's.  Frag- 
ments of  decorated  pottery  of  five  dif- 
ferent kinds  were  found;  an  arrow 
point,  and  a  very  unusual  piece  of  pot- 
tery, possibly  used  for  a  pipe.  There 
were  also  some  remarkably  perfect  sets 
of  teeth,  one  a  woman's.  Indian  skele- 
tons have  been  found  at  various  points 
along  South  Main  street;  so  far  as 
known  the  following  is  a  rough  record. 
Years  ago  Mr.  Q.  R.  Perkins  found 
one  two  at  at  his  front  gate,  one  or 
more  was  found  with  wampum  in  the 
lot  now  occupied  by  I.  Park's  residence. 
When  the  water  mains  were  laid  sever- 
al were  found  in  the  street  in  front  of 
Mra.  Noble's  houpe;  two  ^IflTerent  lay-t 
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era  of  graves  where  the  museum  library 
stands. 

Some  were  found  when  excavating: 
for  the  foundation  of  the  monument; 
some  in  front  of  the  Holbrook  lot  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Perkins.  A  num- 
ber were  found  in  the  south  end  of 
the  Maurice  property  two  years  ago, 
and  last  year  in  the  Perkins  lot;  skele- 
tons, pottery  and  a  fireplace,  with 
bones  of  animals,  and  many  river  mus- 
sel shells. 

It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  all  these 
graves  are  in  the  narrowest  neck  of 
land  between  the  rivers,  the  very  nar- 
rowest being  across  M.  P.  Murray's  lot 
where  the  small  special  burial  place  is 
located. 


POCONO   SIXTY  YEARS   AGO. 

[Daily  Record,  July  20.  1904.] 
It  was  a  Jolly  and  good  natured  par- 
ty which  breakfasted  at  Terwllllger's 
old  stage  house  on  the  Easton  and 
Wllkes-Barre  turnpike  on  a  bright 
October  morning  in  the  early  forties — 
a  party  that  did  ample  Justice  to  the 
products  of  the  bountiful  buckwheat 
crop  of  that  year,  for  on  the  table 
around  which  they  gathered  was  a 
heaping  pile  of  brown  cakes,  accom- 
panied by  a  generous  supply  of  the 
conventional  sausage,  flanked  on  either 
side  by  platters  of  bear  meat  and  de- 
licious venison  that  at  this  season  of 
the  year  was  always  placed  before  the 
hungry  passengers.  There  was  Conyn- 
gham  and  Maxwell  froing  to  Philadel- 
phia to  attend  legal  business,  Beau- 
mont, Butler  and  Ross  going  to  Easton 
to  attend  a  turnpike  meeting,  Nancy 
Drake  going  to  Philadelphia  to  re- 
plenish her  fall  stock  of  millinery, 
Gaylord  of  Plymouth  and  Judge  Taylor 
of  Wllkes-Barre,  each  one  on  his  ah- 
nual  trip  to  Philadelphia  to  complete 
his  autumn  stock  of  goods.  Taylor,  as 
usual,  was  the  life  of  the  party  and 
kept  all  in  a  happy  frame  of  mind, 
with  his  wit  and  humor,  as  the  old 
Troy  coach  bounced  over  the  various 
patches  of  corduroy  road.  Breakfast 
being  finished  the  stage  appeared  at 
the  door  with  old  Philip  Sigler  on  the 
box.  Philip  though  somewhai  addict- 
ed to  a  stimulus  was  nevertheless  a 
bright  and  shining  light  In  the  "reign- 
ing" profession  and  handled  his  four- 
in-hand  much  to  his  credit.  After  leav- 
ing Terwllllger's  about  two  miles  be- 
hind. Philip,  as  usual,  announced  to 
his  passengers  our  arrival  at  the  *'Clty 
of  Rome,"  and  all  eyes  were  open  to 
see  the  wonderful  city  that  had  been 
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planned  by  some  heartless  SDeculators 
in  Philadelphia,  and  which  ruined 
many  a  poor  man.  But  one  can  do  no 
better  than  to  copy  from  the  "Gleaner" 
of  1811  a  description  of  the  wonderful 
place  that  was  to  spring  up  in  the 
wilderness  and  sink  Wilkes-Barre  into 
oblivion: 


"A  bolder  speculation  has  not  been 
attempted  than  that  of  selling  the  City 
of  Rome." 

A  town  plot  has  been  laid  out  in  the 
great  swamp  about  seventeen  miles 
southeeuit  from  Wllkes-Barre  and  about 
Ave  miles  east  of  the  Lehigh  bridge. 

The  proprietors  ad  captandum  have 
given  the  spot  the  title  of  the  City  of 
Rome,  and  are  selling  lots  principally 
in  Philadelphia. 

The  plot  is  a  wilderness  and  nature 

hath  stamped  upon   it  her  irrevocable 

signet  that  a  wilderness  it  shall  remain. 

It  has  not  a  single  requisite  even  for  a 

%  village. 

In  the  city  papers  we  saw  with  sur- 
prise that  at  an  election  held  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  City  of  Rome!  that 
a  president,  secretary  and  eighteen 
counsellors  were  elected  to  superin- 
tend the  concern. 

A  respectable  and  intelligent  mer- 
chant of  Philadelphia  was  so  far  de- 
ceived that  he  serlouslv  asked  a  gen- 
tleman of  this  town  if  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  City  of  Rome  would 
take  away  the  trade  from  Wilkes- 
Barre. 

If  such  men  are  deceived,  how  ex- 
tensive must  be  the  delusion  among 
those  who  have  less  means  of  informa- 
tion. 

Let  us  consider  the  honorable  coun- 
cil assembled  on  the  snot  in  solemn 
session— The  president  seated  beneath 
the  cragged  bough  of  an  old  hemlock, 
the  honorable  council  squat  around 
him  cross  legged  like  so  many  Chicka- 
saw chiefs,  or  sitting  on  the  rotten  Iggs 
—the  remains  of  some  old  windfall — 
their  worships'  breeches  all  tattered  and 
torn  by  the  struggle  In  getting  through 
the  brush  at  the  "capltol"  No  need  of 
closed  doors  there.  Congress  might  re- 
move "Rome"  and  debate  their  most 
important  secrets  without  the  least 
public  hazard  of  any  mortal  hearing  a 
syllable  of  their  proceedings.  There 
being  nobody  for  the  honorable  coun- 
cil to  legislate  for  but  themselves  the 
bill  would  probably  be  passed  "nem. 
com."  and  sent  out  to  the  "swamp"  to 
replenish  their  knapsacks  and  their 
"noggings."  The  second  would  prob- 
ably be  entitled  "an      ordinance     for 
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keeping  up  fires  during  the  night  to 
secure  the  honorable  body  from  the 
wolves."  It  must,  however,  be  con- 
fessed that  the  place  being  infested  by 
wolves  is  no  good  reason  why  it  will 
not  hereafter  become  a  populous  and 
potent  city,  particularly  when  we  recol- 
lect the  support  afforded  by  those  ani- 
mals to  the  founders  of  its  namesake* 
the  mistress  of  the  old  world.  From 
the  situation  of  the  "city"  we  are  rath-^ 
er  of  the  opinion  that  "TSadmar"  would 
be  a  more  appropriate  name.  Sucb 
were  the  "proprietors"  of  the  City  of 
Rome;  a  base  and  rascally  project  as 
ever  was  formulated  to  deceive  the  un- 
wary and  honest  artisan. 

In  a  subsequent  number  of  the 
"Gleaners"  we  find  the  following  ar- 
ticle announcing  the  signal  collapse  of 
the  enterprise:  "The  City  of  Rome." 
This  speculation  is  completely  blown. 
We  understand  that  the  "proprietor" 
curses  the  Gleaner  for  its  interference 
in  thus  ruining  his  fortunes.  We  are 
heartily  glad  of  it,  for  while  we  would, 
with  heart  and  hand,  encourage  every 
proper  enterprise,  we  shall  always  be 
ready  to  expose  the  tricks  of  the 
swindler  and  save  the  industrious  and 
honest  laborer  from  his  imposition. 
We  are  told  that  a  great  number  of 
poor,  deluded,  but  industrious  men, 
some  with  and  some  without  their  fam- 
ilies, have  come  up  from  Philadelphia 
to  get  employment  in  the  famous  city, 
having  in  the  first  place  laid  out  their 
pittance  in  town  lots,  and  two  ship 
builders  arrived  on  the.  confines  of  the 
forests,  having  been  persuaded  to  buy 
and  remove  there  to  set  up  their  busi- 
ness. 


Old  Philip  calls  out  all  aboard  the 
coach  and  we  Journey  on  towards  Stod- 
dartsville,  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
little  hamlets  in  the  "swamp."  Stod- 
dartsville  was  laid  out  by  John  Stod- 
dart  of  Philadelphia  in  1815,  who  to- 
gether with  Zebulon  Butler  erected  a 
large  stone  mill,  the  remains  of  which 
may  still  be  seen,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000. 
a  large  sum  of  money  to  invest  in  any 
enterprise  in  those  days.  The  object 
in  building  this  mill  was  to  manu- 
facture the  grain  into  flour  and  ship  it 
down  the  •Lehigh  instead  of  carting  it 
to  Easton.  a  tedious  and  expensive 
operation.  But  the  scheme  proved  a 
failure  and  the  project  was  abandoned. 
John  Nagle  was  the  flrst  settler  in  this 
township.  He  built  his  log  cabin  on 
the  old  "Sullivan  Road"  in  1792^  four- 
teen miles  from  any  human  habitation. 
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After  resting  our  horses  for  a  short 
time  and  partaking  freely  of  the  re- 
freshing mountain  spring  at  Henry 
Stoddart's,  we  leave  Stoddartsville  be- 
hind and  again  plunge  into  the  wilder- 
ness and  resume  our  Journey  towards 
Kaston.  At  "Shaffer's."  near  the  To- 
byhanna  bridge,  we  learn  that  the 
bridge  is  being  repaired  and  we  are 
compelled  to  leave  the  turnpike  and 
make  a  detour  to  the  left  in  order  to 
make  the  turnpike  a  few  miles  beyond* 
and  in  so  doing  we  pass  the  farm  of 
"Sammy"  Eschenbach,  or  "Uncle  Sam- 
my," as  all  of  his  neighbors  term  him. 
Here  we  find  one  of  the  best  of  moun- 
tain farms  in  a  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, presided  over  by  the  "noblest 
work  of  God — an  honest  man."  Again 
we  are  on  the  old  turnpike,  wending 
our  way  to  old  John  Smith's  at  the 
top  of  Pocono,  the  chief  object  of  dis- 
cussion being  John  Smith's  notable 
dinner,  for  notwithstanding  the  bounti- 
ful breakfast  at  Terwilliger's,  the 
mountain  air.  which  is  so  potent  a  fac- 
tor in  the  matter  of  appetite,  had  cre- 
ated so  urgent  an  appeal  for  dinner 
that  dinner  was  the  main  subject  of 
discussion.  As  we  leave  "Mllten- 
burger"  and  are  about  entering  the 
great  forest  of  yellow  pine,  signs  of 
storm  are  noted,  for  often  in  this  re- 
gion In  the  warm  October  violent 
thunder  storms,  though  brief,  are  not 
uncommon.  A  fitful  red  glaring,  a  low 
rumbling,  proclaim  the  storm  demon  is 
raging  afar.  The  black  cloud  strides 
upward — the  lightning  more  red  and 
the  roll  of  the  thunder  more  deep  and 
more  dread.  Dull,  heavy,  monoton- 
ous the  dreadful  sound  came  on.  Philip 
was  urging  his  team  on  at  a  lively  gait, 
but  all  felt  that  we  could  scarcely 
reach  the  "Wayside  Inn"  of  John  Smith 
before  the  storm  would  break,  and  Just 
as  we  entered  the  great  forest  of  yellow 
pine  the  rain  came  down  In  torrents. 
It  burst  out  of  the  clouds  as  If  the 
reservoirs  of  the  upper  air  had  broken 
their  bounds  and  poured  their  deluge 
boldly  downward.  At  other  times  It 
ceased  and  not  a  drop  would  fall.  Tne 
terrible  presence  of  the  storm  was  now 
freely  developed — the  earth  and  the  sky 
were  alike  electric — the  lightning  was 
almost  continuous — there  were  mo- 
ments of  darkness  and  the  whole  earth 
seemed  tremulous — the  crust  of  the 
elobe  was  Jarred  in  its  every  particle — 
the  very  heavens  seemed  to  be  In  a 
tumult — ungovernable  forces  were  In 
terrific  rioting  overhead.  The  winds 
were  running  high — they  were  at  war 
wjfh  the  clouds  and  around  the  clouds 
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they  rioted — huge  convoluted  maases 
of  rolling:  darkness  hung  overhead — 
reverbrations  from  either  side  of  the 
mountain  met  in  wild  career  and  swal- 
lowed each  other  up. 

The  storm  was  passing  eastward. 
The  thunder,  though  incessant, was  less 
severe.  The  uproar  had  so  far  sub- 
sided that  with  a  little  effort  conversa- 
tion could  now  be  carried  on  and  again 
"smiles  the  soft,  tender  blue  of  the  sky, 
waked  bird  voices  warble,  fanned  leaf 
voices  sigh."  We  have  now  eight  miles 
through  the  pine  forest,  where  no 
human  habitation  is  in  sight.  Old 
"Pimple  Hill"  the  highest  point  on  the 
Pocono,  is  Just  at  our  right.  Two  en- 
thusiastic members  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  Elaston  and  Wilkes- 
Barre  Turnpike  Co.,  once  ascended  to 
the  ^op  of  this  hill  and  climbed  the 
highest  tree  there— a  moss  bearded, 
crag  grasping  flr  tree — from  whose  lofty 
top  they  enjoyed  a  most  extended  and 
beautiful  view  of  the  wild  surrounding 
country. 


We  are  now  on  the  plateau  of  Pocono 
Mountain,  which  is  here  about  twelve 
miles  wide,  the  home  of  the  deer,  the 
bear  and  the  panther,  and  in  a  com- 
paratively short  time  we  land  at  John 
Smith's  far  famed  "Wayside  Inn,"  and 
here  we  shall  change  coach,  horses  and 
driver— sorry  to  part  with  old  Philip. 
Dinner!  Well,  all  we  will  say  is  that 
John  Smith  never  fails  and  this  time  he 
seemed  to  fairly  outdo  himself,  and 
though  breakfast  at  TerwiUiger's  was 
most  satisfying,  all  seemed  to  do  Jus- 
tice to  the  meal.  After  dinner  the 
coach  with  Adam  Busklrk  on  the  box 
was  at  the  door  and  we  connnenced 
the  descent  of  the  mountain,  three 
miles  downward  to  the  valley  and 
farming  country  at  its  base.  Adam, 
like  most  of  the  drivers,  was  very  fond 
of  his  team,  a  pair  of  fine  grrays  on  the 
lead  and  sorrels  at  the  wheel. 

The  ride  down  the  mountain  is  wild 
and  beautiful  and  in  the  distance  the 
Wind  Qap  through  the  Blue  Mountain 
is  plainly  visible.  At  the  base  of  the 
mountain  we  reach  Judge  Merwine*8 
tavern  and  stop  for  a  short  time  to  rest 
our  horses  and  slake  our  thirst  at  the 
fine  mountain  spring  at  his  door.  Judge 
Merwine,  who  is  one  of  the  associate 
Judges  of  Monroe  County,  keeps  a  very 
well  equipped  country  tavern  and  en- 
tertains a  large  number  of  teams  and 
private  carriages.  Here  we  enter  on 
the  rich  bottom  lands  of  the  valley, 
where  we  find  on  every  hand  the  evi- 
dence of  fine  cultivation*    peace    and 
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prosperity.  At  Brodheadsville  we  stop 
to  "changre  mall"  and  then  pursue  our 
Journey  to  Saylorsburg:  and  pull  up  at 
the  little  old  stone  building  which  for 
years  has  served  as  country  store  and 
postofflce  for  these  quiet  and  pastoral 
people. 


The  turnpike  through  this  valley  Is 
in  most  excellent  condition,  equal  to 
any  road  in  the  State,  and  when  we 
reflect  that  it  was  built  in  1804  at  a 
cost  of  $75,000  we  can  only  give  the 
company  credit  for  having  done  so  well 
under  all  the  adverse  circumstances 
that  surrounded  them  at  so  early  a 
day.  Arnold  Colt,  the  father-in-law  of 
Andrew  Beaumont,  then  living  at 
Bear  Creek,  had  the  contract  from 
Wllkes-Barre  to  John  Smith's,  thirty 
miles,  and  the  first  order  for  money  on 
his  contract  was  given  May  3,  1804. 
Then  comes  an  order  to  George  Palmer, 
surveyor,  for  expenses  for  surveying 
on  the  "exploring  expedition."  In  1806 
John  W.  Robinson  and  John  P.  Arndt 
commenced  running  a  two-horse  stage 
once  a  week  from  Wilkes-Barre  to 
ESaston  and  it  was  not  until  1824  that 
a  regular  daily  four-horse  coach  was 
put  upon  the  line  by  Horton  &  Ely. 
We  now  cross  the  "Aquashlcola"  Creek 
—a  tortuous,  dashing  stream,  which  we 
cross  several  times  before  reaching  the 
Wind  Gap,  and  soon  we  come  in  sight 
of  the  quaint  old  store  building  known 
as  "Roscommon  Inn,"  a  fine,  strong 
and  roomy  building,  erected  112  years 
ago,  and  although  the  building  is  still 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation  the 
stone  step  at  the  main  entrance  has 
been  worn  down  several  inches  by  the 
many  feet  that  have  trod  its  portals, 
but  it  still  offers  to  the  weary  travelers 
that  rest  and  quiet  it  afforded  him  in 
bygone  days. 

Here  we  rest,  the  gentlemen  forming 
the  Turnpike  Committee  remaining 
here  for  several  days  to  transact  their 
turnpike  business,  while  the  balance  of 
the  passengers  proceed  to  Easton  and 
Philadelphia.  The  men  who  built  this 
road,  which  was  then  the  great  artery 
of  outlet  from  Wyoming  Valley,  the 
men  who  built  this  road  were  men  of 
sterling  integrity,  honest,  conservative 
and  conscientious,  who  while  struggling 
under  vast  obstacles  achieved  a  won- 
derful success  and  their  children  have 
enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their  labors.  They 
lived— they  loved— they  wrought  and 
they  died,  leaving  no  stain  upon  the 
escutcheon  of  their  honor,  but 
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"We  are  the  same  that  our  fathers  have 

been; 
We  drink   the  same  stream,   we  see  the 

same  sun« 
We  run  the  same  race  that  our  fathers 

have  won 
To   the   life  we  are  clinginfr  our  fathers 

would  cling 
But  it  speeds  from  us  all  like  a  bird  on 

the  wing." 

Pocono. 


AN  HISTORIC  LOCOMOTIVE. 

[Daily  Record,  Augr.  9,  1904.] 

Seventy-five  yeans  ago  yecteitiay  this 
part  of  the  country  had  tne  distinction 
of  seeing  inaugurated  something  that 
has  revolutionized  travel  and  traffic. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  1829,  the  first 
locomotive  to  be  run  in  America  went 
on  the  D.  &  H.  from  Honefidale  to 
Seelyvllle,  a  diMance  of  three  miles, 
and  return.  The  trip  was  made  on 
wooden  rails,  which  were  of  uneven 
lengths  and  were  laid  upon  the  grround 
without  ballast.  Says  the  Scranton 
Times: 

Locomotives  were  In  use  in  E>ngland 
for  some  time  before  they  were  intro- 
duced in  this  country.  Horatio  Allen 
was  sent  by  the  Delaware  &  Hudson 
to  England  In  1827  to  purchase  bar  iron 
rallfl  to  be  used  on  the  road  between 
Honesdale  and  Carbondale,  the  chains 
required  on  the  inclined  planes,  and 
three  locomotives  to  run  on  the  levela 
Mr.  Allen  was  then  only  25  years  of 
age.  He  was  born  in  Schenectady,  N. 
Y.,  on  May  10,  1802,  and  died  in  Mont- 
rose, N.  J.,  on  Dec.  31,  1889.  His  father 
was  professor  of  mathematk»  to  a  col- 
lege and  the  son  chose  engineering  as 
his  calling.  After  graduating  from 
college  he  was  made  resident  engineer 
of  the  ChesapeaJce  &  Delaware  Canal 
Co.,  and  In  1825  he  was  appointed  engi- 
neer of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal, 
then  In  course  of  construction. 

The  engines  which  he  ordered  were 
made  at  Stroubridge,  Bngland.  by  Pos- 
ter. Rastrick  &  Co.,  and  one  of  them 
was  called  the  "Lion"  because  the  pic- 
ture of  a  lion's  head  was  painted  on 
the  boiler  end. 

The  "Lion"  was  shipped  to  this  coun- 
try In  the  summer  of  1829,  was  brought 
up  the  Hudson  on  a  boat  to  Rondout, 
and  from  Rondout  was  transported  on 
a    canal    barge   to   Honesdale. 

The  Dundaff  Republican  in  an  en- 
thusiastic story  announcing  the  arrival 
of  the  "Lion,"  said  with  great  en- 
thusiasm that  "in  a  few  days  it  would 
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be  put  tosrether  and  set  in  motion,  and 
would  run  four  miles  an  hour." 

The  "LJon"  was  not  of  much  service 
to  the  company.  It  was  too  heavy  for 
the  rails,  and  soon  after  its  first  trip 
was  run  under  a  shed,  where  it  stood 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  was 
then  removed  to  the  foundry,  partially 
dismantled  and  broken  up.  One  of  the 
cylinders  and  the  connectingr  rods  and 
pumps  fell  into  the  possession  of 
Georgre  B.  Bmith  of  I>immore,  and  the 
heirs  of  Steuben  Jenkins  of  Wyomlnfr 
secured  other  parts.  The  curator  of  the 
National  Museum  in  Washington  grot 
as  much  of  the  original  a4s  he  could  and 
put  the  parts  together  again. 

Before  the  "Lion"  was  shipped  up 
the  Hudson  an  exhibition  was  given  of 
its  operation  in  New  York  City.  The 
engine  was  moimted  on  blocks  so  that 
the  wheels  could  move  and  the  body 
of  the  machine  would  remain  station- 
ary. The  purpose  of  the  exhibition 
wsfi  to  show  that  anthracite  coal  would 
generate  steam. 

What  put  the  "LJon"  out  of  service 
as  soon  as  it  did  was  its  weight,  which 
was  about  seven  tons.  The  rails  of  the 
railroad  were  the  same  kind  as  used 
now  In  the  chambers  In  the  mines. 

The  passenger  engines  of  the  present 
weigh  about  seventy  tons,  and  the 
"hog"  engines  for  hauling  freight  and 
coal  on  the  heavy  grades  weigh  much 
more  than  that. 

It  was  intended  some  time  ago  to 
make  the  seventy-first  anniversary  a 
festival  day  in  Honeedale,  but  for  one 
reason  or  another  the  ones  who  thought 
about  getting  it  up  let  the  matter  go 
imtll  it  was  too  late,  consequently 
there  were  no  exercises. 

DR.  AVERY'S  EXPE5RIBNCE. 

Dr.  Otis  Every  of  HoneedeUe,  used  to 
be  authority  on  the  first  trip,  and  hJs 
reminiscenses  were  eagerly  listened  to. 
He  said,  in  writing  to  a  friend,  that  on 
that  occasion  a  man  named  Nathan 
Kellogg,  who  kept  a  tavern  in  Bethany, 
and  himself  walked  frcJm  Bethany  to 
Honesdale.  Mr.  Allen  had  Just  com- 
pleted his  trial  run,  and  the  man  In 
charge  of  the  engrine  wae  just  empty- 
ing the  fire  from  under  the  boiler  and 
quenching  it  with  water.  They  asked 
him  to  start  it  up  so  they  could  see 
how  it  worked.  He  did  so,  and  they 
were  very  glad  when  the  return  trip 
was  made,  for  they  were  afraid  they 
would  tumble  into  the  river. 

Engineer  Allen  describes  the  first 
trip  as  follows: 

"When  the  steam  was  of  the  right 
pressure  and  all  was  ready,  I  took  my 
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position  on  the  platform  of  the  loco- 
motive alone,  and  with  my  hand  on 
the  throttle -valve  handle  said.  *If  there 
is  any  danger  in  this  ride,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  life  and  limbs  of 
more  than  one  should  be  subjected  to 
it,'  and  I  felt  that  the  time  would  come 
when  I  should  look  back  with  great 
Interest  to  the  ride  then  before  me. 

"The  locomotive  having  no  train  be- 
hind it,  answered  at  once  to  the  move- 
ment of  the  valve.  Soon  the  straight 
line  was  run  over,  the  curve  was  reach- 
ed, and  passed  before  there  was  time 
to  think  of  its  being  passed  safely,  and 
soon  I  was  out  of  sight  in  the  three- 
mile  ride  alone  in  the  woods  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

"I  had  never  run  a  locomotive  or  any 
other  engine  before.  I  have  never  run 
one  since,  but  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1829,  I  ran  that  locomotive  three  miles 
and  back  without  experience  and  with- 
out a  brakeman,  and  I  stopped  'the  lo- 
comotive on  its  return  to  the  place  of 
starting  When  the  cheers  of  the  look- 
erson  died  out,  as  I  left  them  on  that 
memorable  trip,  the  only  sound  to  greet 
my  ears  until  my  safe  return.  In  addi- 
tion to  that  of  the  exhaust  steajn,  was 
that  of  the  creaking  of  the  timber 
structure.*' 


ADDRE88  BY  REV.  DAVID  CRAFT. 


Rev.  David  Craft  of  Angeliec,  N,  T., 
gave  an  interesting  address  before  the 
Bradford  County  Historical  Society  last 
Saturday,  and  from  the  Towanda  Re- 
view we  take  the  following  synopsis: 

His  address  which  was  an  impromptu 
one,  was  upon  the  expedition  of  Col. 
Hartley  through  this  section  in  the 
times  of  the  Indian  and  Tory  depre- 
dations and  was  an  intensely  interest- 
ing narration  of  the  gallant  work  done 
by  the  little  band  of  whites. 

Mr.  Craft  expressed  his  appreciation 
of  the  fine  rooms  of  the  historical  so- 
ciety and  said  that  he  was  full  aware 
of  the  rich  field  that  there  is  In  Brad- 
ford County  for  the  collection  of  relics 
and  data  concerning  the  early  history 
of  the  section.  As  evidence  of  this  he 
spoke  of  the  band  of  FYench  royalists 
who   came   in    1793   to    Asylum,   a  few 
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miles  dawn  the  river  from  Towanda, 
and  lived  there  for  ten  years.  Some 
fourteen  or  twenty  of  the  exiles  died 
here  and  were  hurled  In  a  corner  of 
the  Qordon  farm.  The  place  where  the 
graves  were  is  now  a  part  of  a  culti- 
vated field  with  no  marker  to  tell 
where  the  bodies  lay.  Mr.  Craft 
thought  that  the  society  might  well 
mark  these  places  for  future  genera- 
tions to  read  and  learn. 

He  then  spoke  of  the  Hartley  ex- 
pedition which  was  sent  out  to  ren- 
der uninhabitable  the  region  that  had 
sent  out  the  Indians  and  Tories  who 
perpetrated  the  horror  of  th«  Wyom- 
ing massacre,  a  massacre  so  horrible 
that  the  news  of  it  astonished  the 
whole  world  and  called  down  upon  the 
ministry  of  E^ngland  the  maledictions 
of  Christendom.  The  expedition  start- 
ed out  from  Muncy  with  400  men  un- 
der Col.  Hartley.  They  proceeded  up 
through  the  wilderness  of  Lycoming 
and  after  four  days  of  wearisome 
marching  through  dense  woods,  swollen 
streams  and  climbing  mountains,  they 
reached  Grover  in  this  county.  They 
came  down  the  Towanda  Creek  through 
LeRoy  and  West  Franklin,  then  over 
the  divide  between  Towanda  and  Sugar 
Creek  to  what  is  now  Burlington  where 
they  saw  the  remains  of  an  Indian 
camp. 

Passing  down  Sugar  Creek  they 
went  through  Hemlock  Run  and  went 
over  the  mountain  to  Athens.  They 
destroyed  everything  In  sight  and  cap- 
tured all  the  cattle  they  could  find. 
Coming  back  they  passed  Queen  Es- 
ther's and  Ulster  and  were  followed  by 
the  Indians.  At  Wyaluslng  some  seven- 
ty of  the  expedition  took  to  canoes 
but  at  the  top  of  the  mountain  In- 
dians attacked  the  expedition  and  lat- 
er more  did  but  both  parties  were  rout- 
ed and  Col.  Hartley  did  Tiot  make  the 
mistake  of  chasing  them  into  an  am- 
buscade. Farther  down  a  big  party  of 
Indians  and  Tories  made  an  attack  and 
the  men  in  the  boats  heard  the  firing 
and  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  expedi- 
tion. The  Indians  and  Tories  were 
routed  and  at  this  point  some  three  big 
muskets  have  been  found,  one  of  which 
is  in  possession  of  this  historical  so- 
ciety. 

The  expedition  lasted  some  fifteen 
days  and  demonstrated  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  devastate  the  country  and 
make  it  uninhabitable.  This  prepared 
the  way  for  Gen.  Sullivan's  expedition 
one  year  later.  Mr.  Craft's  address  was 
most  heartily  enjoyed  by  those  pres- 
ent. 
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DEATH  OF  CAPT.  RHODES. 

[Dally  Record.  Augr.  30.  1904.] 

Capt.  Sylvester  Dana  Rhodes,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Parsons 
and  well  known  throughout  the  Wyom- 
ing Valley,  died  yesterday  at  9  a.  m. 
of  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  re- 
sulting from  a  wound  in  the  spine  re- 
ceived at  the  hattle  at  Yellow  Tavern 
during  the  Civil  War. 

Capt.  Rhodes  was  born  in  Parsons 
December  6,  1842,  and  was.  therefore. 
61  years.  8  months  and  22  days  old.  He 
had  resided  in  Parsons  all  of  his  life 
with  the  exception  of  his  four  years', 
service  in  the  Civil  War.  At  the  time 
of  his  birth  Parsons  was  a  part  of 
Plains  Township.  He  was  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  A.  Rhodes  and  wa^ 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Plains,  and  April  18.  1861.  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  P,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, for  ninety  days.  On  Septem- 
ber 2.  1861,  he  reenliated.  this  time  in 
Co.  L.  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. He  served  with  great  distinc- 
tion until  the  close  of  the  war.  being 
promoted  step  by  step  until  on  April 
27,  1865,  he  received  his  commisison  as 
captain  of  Co.  D.  Sixty-first  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 

He  participated  in  the  following  en- 
gagements: Palling  Waters.  Keys 
Pord,  siege  of  Yorktown.  reconnais- 
sance to  Bottom  Bridge,  Chlckahominy. 
Pair  Oaks.  Seven  Days'  flght  before 
Richmond,  Seven  Pines,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Turkey  Bend,  Malvern  Hill, 
Williamsburg,  PrederlcKsburg,  St. 
Mary's  Heights.  Salem  Heights.  Gettys- 
burg, Pairfleld  Gap,  Rappahannock 
Station,  Mine  Run,  Locust  Grove, 
Brandy  Station,  Wilderness,  Spottsly- 
vanla.  Bloody  Angle.  Coal  Harbor, 
Siege  of  Petersburg,  the  Weldon  Rail- 
road raid.  He  was  injured  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Yellow  Tavern  on  June  22, 
1864.  and  was  out  of  service  until  Sept. 
15  following,  when  he  rejoined  his  com- 
pany and  afterwards  participated  in 
the  following  engagements:  Winches- 
ter, Pisher's  Hill.  Cedar  Creek,  second 
siege  of  Petersburg  and  f€Ul  of  that 
city.  Sailor's  Hill  and  Appomattox,  He 
also  did  provost  duty  at  Danville,  Va., 
and  was  mustered  out  June  28,  1865. 

In  1897  he  was  granted  by  Congress 
a  Legion  of  Honor  medal  of  the  first 
class,  signed  by  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 
This  was  for  personal  bravery  in  lead- 
ing his  company  up  Pisher's  Hill,  Va., 
capturing  the  Confederate  artillery, 
consisting  of  seventeen  piecea 

Before  enlisting  In  the  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  at  the  opening  of  the  war 
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he  was  a  member  of  the  Wyoming  Ar- 
tilleriets  and  after  the  organisatfon  of 
the  9th  Begt.,  N.  G«  P.,  he  was  for  a 
number  of  years  a  second  lieutenant 
of  Co.  E. 

After  his  return  to  civil  life  he  fol- 
lowed stationary  engrlneerlng  for  some 
time.  He  held  a  position  as  line  Inspec- 
tor with  the  Wilkes-Barre  Water 
Works  until  about  one  year  ago,  when 
his  falling  health  caused  him  to  hand 
in  his  resignation. 

He  was  married  on  May  12,  1865»  to 
Susan  A.  Huffman  of  Plains.  He  Is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  Allan 
O..  at  home,  and  one  daughter,  Daisy 
R.  (Mrs.  B.  B.  Shifter),  of  Philadel- 
phia. He  is  also  survived  by  one 
grandson.  OlUe  A.  Rhodes  of  Parsons. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Union  Vet- 
eran Legion.  G.  A.  R.,  Pazlnosa  Tribe 
of  Red  Men  of  Wilkes-Barre,  True 
Americans  and  Medal  of  Honor  Le- 
gion. 


CREVELING    FAMILY    REUNION. 

IDally  Record,  Sept  14.  1904.] 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  10,  the  Crevellng 
family  held  a  reunion  on  the  old  farm 
near   Stillwater,    Columbia  County. 

This  was  the  first  meeting  of  the 
kind  ever  held  by  the  family,  and  was 
held  at  this  time  for  the  purpose  of 
perfecting  an  organization  with  a 
view  to  holding  similar  reunions  In  the 
future,  with  representatives  from  all 
families.  An  organization  was  made 
by  electing  Lewis  M.  Creveling  of 
Stillwater,  chairman;  John  Q.  Creve- 
ling of  Plymouth,  secretary,  and  Seth 
A.  Creveling  of  Montoursville,  his- 
torian. 

The  place  where  the  reunion  was 
held  was  the  old  homestead  of  Samuel 
Creveling,  which  originally  contained 
about  400  acres,  purchased  by  him  In 
1808,  when  he  moved  there  from  Afton, 
a  smaU  town  on  the  Susquehanna 
River,  where  the  family  first  settled 
on  coming  from  New  Jersey  In  about 
1790. 

Samuel  Creveling,  the  ancestor 
whose  family  held  this  meeting,  was  a 
son  of  Andrew  Creveling,  and  was 
born  on  June  28,  1778,  near  Asbury^ 
N.  J.,  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  while  his  father  was  fight- 
ing in  that  battle  under  Qen,  Wash- 
ington. Shortly  after  the  war  closed 
Andrew  Creveling  and  his  four  sons, 
Samuel,  Andrew,  Alexander  and 
Thomas,  settled  at  Afton.  above  men- 
tioned. 
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Here  Samuel  married  Catherine 
WUletta,  whose  family  fisrured  promi- 
nently in  the  navy  during:  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  after  the  marriage  in  1808 
they  moved  to  the  old  farm  near  Still- 
water, and  from  this  marriage  there 
wa«  born  six  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Andrew.  Peter,  John,  Isaiah,  Rachael, 
Samuel,  Russel  and  Sarah.  Trese  are 
all  dead.  Samuel  Creveling  started 
for  the  war  of  1812,  but  several  per- 
sons in  the  neighborhood  desired  to  go 
in  his  stead,  and  a  man  from  Danville, 
Pa.,  went  for  him. 

Representatives  from  each  of  the 
above  families  were  present,  as  fol- 
lows: Rev.  S.  A.  Creveling,  John  M. 
Buckalew,  S.  C.  Creveling  and  wife 
Margaret  and  daughter  Flora,  Miranda 
Richey  and  her  husband,  Ira  Richey; 
Alfred  T.  Creveling  of  Plymouth  and 
his  wife  Susan,  D.  L.  Creveling,  Esq., 
of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  daughter  Esther 
and  son,  Alfred  H.;  J.  Q.  Creveling, 
Esq.,  of  Plymouth,  and  wife,  Annie  M.; 
G.  R.  Creveling  of  Carbondale,  Pa., 
and  son,  Edwin  B.;  Catherine  Yost  of 
Stillwater,  and  her  husband,  David 
Yost,  and  fion,  A.  N.  Yost,  Esq.,  of 
Bloomsburg,  C.  W.  Yost  and  wife  and 
daughter  Irene  and  two  boys,  Dora 
Yost  and  Samuel  Yost,  daughter  and 
son  of  Catherine  Yost,  N.  W.  Hess, 
husband  of  May  Yost,  deceased,  and 
his  daughter  and  son;  Lewis  M.  Creve- 
ling and  wife  Angeline,  of  Stillwater, 
Pa.,  and  their  children,  EJva  Beishline 
and  her  four  children,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Creveling  of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Peter 
and  Katie,  children  of  Lewis  Creve- 
ling; Mrs.  Sarah  Robinson  of  Fair- 
mount,  Pa.,  and  her  son,  Stewart  Rob- 
inson, of  Wilkes-Barre;  S.  R.  Bucka- 
lew and  wife  of  Fairmount;  Shadrack 
Buckalew  and  wife  of  Maple  Run, 
Evan  Dodson  and  wife  of  Fairmount, 
and  Rejuna  Buckalew;  Mrs.  D.  D. 
Bowman,  who  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Creveling,  and  her  husband,  Fletcher 
Bowman,  of  New  Coliunbus. 

It  Is  thus  seen  that  there  was  only  a 
partial  representation  of  the  families, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  at  the  next  meet- 
ing there  will  be  a  more  complete  rep- 
resentation. The  day  was  spent  in 
relating  stories  of  the  early  days, 
when  they  settled  In  that  community, 
they  being  the  only  people  at  that 
time  who  could  talk  English,  all  the 
other  families  being  Germans. 

Samuel  Crevellng's  home  wa^  located 
on  the  side  of  the  old  Indian  trail, 
which  led  across  country  from  Wyom- 
ing Valley  to  Muncy,  and  women  and 
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children  for  miles  would  rtde  on  horse- 
back to  visit  here. 

It  was  the  custom  in  that  day  among: 
the  farmers  to  have  liquor  at  the  har- 
vests, and  the  boys  were  sen*  at  har- 
vest time  to  the  nearest  distilleries  to 
fetch  It  In  kegrs.  Samuel  Crevellngr 
was  the  first  man  In  the  community  to 
stop  the  practice,  and  soon  after  he 
quit  all  the  neighbors  followed  his  ex- 
ample. A  sumptuous  lunch  was  served 
at  noon  In  the  grove  of  St.  James 
Church,  close  by,  and  after  lunch  they 
repaired  to  the  church,  which  was 
opened  by  the  courtesy  of  the  trustees 
of  the  church,  and  singrlng  and  speak- 
ing completed  a  short  informal  pro- 
gram, after  which  the  chairman  ap- 
pointed the  following  committees: 

Place  of  Meeting — S.  C.  Buckalew, 
S.  C.  Crevellng,  W.  G.  Crevellng. 

Program — Mrs.  S.  C.  Robinson,  Dora 
Yost,  Kate  Crevellng,  Irene  Yost. 

Arrangements — C.  W.,  Yost,  S.  W. 
Crevellng,  S.  R.  Buckalew. 

Several  friends  of  the  family  came 
In  the  afternoon.  Among  them  were 
J.  C.  Wenner,  Jacob  Wenner  and  fam- 
ily, Mrs.  Ellas  Bender,  Miss  Josle  Pea- 
ler  and  Samuel  RInard. 

At  4  o'clock  the  meeting  adjourned, 
to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chairman, 
and  they  all  went  home  feeling  they 
had  enjoyed  a  pleasant  time. 

In  addition  to  those  of  the  family 
mentioned  above,  there  were  also  pres- 
ent: John  A.  Crevellng  of  Towanda; 
C.  F.  Crevellng,  Berwick,  Pa,;  W.  G. 
Crevellng  and  Clara,  his  wife,  and  chil- 
dren; Mrs.  M.  L.  Crevellng,  Cyrus 
Crevellng,  J.  B.  Crevellng,  Asbury,  Pa.: 
Mary  Crevellng,  Asbury,  Pa.;  Angle 
Beishline,  Vernle  Beishline,  John 
Beishllne.  Mabel  Beishline,  of  Stillwa- 
ter; Irene  Yost,  Stillwater;  Kate  B. 
Dodson  and  husband  of  Cambra,  Pa. 


DEATH      OF      COL.      Q.      MURRAY 
REYNOLDS. 

[Daily  Record,  Sept.  26, 1904.] 

In  the  death  of  Col.  G.  Murray  Rey- 
nolds, which  occurred  on  Saturday, 
September  24,  at  his  summer  home  at 
TrucksviUe,  WUkes-Barre  loses  a  citi- 
zen who  was  prominent  for  years  in 
many  of  its  most  important  affairs  and 
who  reflected  honor  upon  the  com- 
munity,— a  man  whose  character  tow- 
ered high  above  the  common  level. 

Mr.  Reynolds  had  not  been  well  for  a 
couple  of  years,  but  a  few  weeks  ago 
a  rapid  decline  set  in  and  those  nearest 
to  him  realized  that  the  end  was  not 
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far  off.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  66  years  of  age,  being  borh  in  1838. 

Col.  Reynolds  came  from  an  old  and 
well  known  family,  tracing  the  lineage 
as  far  back  in  this  country  as  James 
Reynolds  of  Plymouth,  Mass..  1643,  the 
family  about  twenty  years  later  remov- 
ing to  Rhode  Island.  One  branch  of 
the  family,  that  from  which  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  descended,  took 
up  its  abode  in  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century  and  about  1769 
came  to  Wyoming,  being  among  the 
flrst  settlers  here.  David  Reynolds  was 
a  witness  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Dur- 
kee  in  1769  and  as  early  as  1777  he  was 
a  resident  of  Wilkes-Barre.  His  brother 
William  was  a  victim  of  the  Wyoming 
massacre.  The  family  as  early  as  1771 
lived  in  Plymouth  and  took  part  in 
the  memorable  scenes  about  the  time 
of  the  massacre. 

Benjamin  Reynolds  was  bom  in  Ply- 
mouth about  1780,  descended  on  his 
mother^a  side  from  Gen.  Nathaniel 
Greene.  Benjamin  was  in  1831  elected 
sheriff  of  Luzerne  County  and  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  nven  of  his  day 
and  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
religious  and  educational  interests.  His 
wife  was  Lydla  Puller,  a  Mayflower 
descendant,  three  of  her  ancestors  com- 
ing to  Plymouth  Rock  with  the  Puri- 
tans in  1620. 

One  of  the  sons  of  Benjamin  Rey- 
nolds was  William  C  Reynolds,  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  in  Plymouth  in  1801.  and  after 
graduating  from  the  old  Wilkes-Barre 
Academy  he  taught  school  in  Plymouth 
and  later  began  a  coal  businesa  As 
early  as  1820  he  shipped  coal  to  Harris- 
burg  and  other  points  and  later  added 
the  shipment  of  other  products  from 
this  region.  He  became  associated 
with  Henderson  Gaylord  and  the  firm 
wa9  known  as  Gaylord  &  Reynolds. 
The  firm  engaged  extensively  in  the 
shipment  of  coal,  lumber,  grain,  etc, 
and  established  general  stores  in  Ply- 
mouth and  Kingston,  to  which  places 
the  farmers  for  miles  about  brought 
their  products.  The  firm's  mines  were 
located  at  Plymouth.  In  1835  the  firm 
was  dissolved,  Mr.  Gaylord  retiring, 
and  Mr.  Reynolds  in  company  with 
some  others  secured  a  charter  for  the 
Lackawanna  &  Bloomsburg  R.  R.,  ex- 
tending from  Scranton  to  Sunbury,  in 
order  to  furnish  a  better  outlet  for  this 
arrowing  region.  At  Sunbury  connec- 
tion was  made  with  other  lines  and  a 
wide  market  was  opened  up  fcr  the 
coal  of  this  region.    Mr.  Reynolds  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^ol,  /J  141 

president  of  the  road  until  its  comple- 
tion and  then  at  his  own  request  he 
retired  and  became  a  director.  He  was 
elected  to  the  legislature  in  1836  for 
one  term,  the  district  then  including 
Luzerne,  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming 
counties,  and  he  contributed  valuable 
service  in  promoting  the  plans  for  in- 
ternal improvement.  He  declined  a  re- 
nomination  owing  to  his  extensive  busi- 
ness interests.  In  1841  he  became  asso- 
cite  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Luzerne  County  for  five  years, 
succeeding  William  S.  Ross.  In  1846  he 
became  a  trustee  of  Wyoming  Semi- 
nary, two  years  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  school.  He  was  also  a  di- 
rector of  the  Wyoming  National  Bank. 
He  died  in  Wilkes-Barre  in  1869.  aged 
68  years.  His  wife  was  Jane  Holberton 
Smith.  Their  children  G.  Murray  Rey- 
nolds. Charles  Denison  Reyonlds.  Eliza- 
beth (wife  of  Col.  R.  Bruce  Ricketts), 
Sheldon  Reynolds  and  Benjamin  Rey- 
nolds. 

G.  Murray  Reynolds,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Kingston  and 
received  his  education  in  Wyoming 
Seminary  and  at  Princton.  He  made 
an  excellent  record  at  school  and  after 
his  graduation  he  read  law  with  Hon. 
Stanley  Woodward,  but  engag^ed  in 
other  pursuits  and  never  practiced  his 
profession.  He  became  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  Wilkes-Barre  and  for  five 
years— 1875  to  1880— was  president  of 
the  city  council  and  for  a  like  number 
of  years  was  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  He  was  elected  the  first  colonel 
^of  the  9th  Regt.  in  1879  and  retained 
that  office  for  six  years,  the  regiment 
being  placed  upon  a  firm  basis  upon 
his  incumbency.  He  was  treasurer  of 
the  Wilkes-Barre  City  Hospital  Asso- 
ciation, a  director  of  the  Wyoming  Na- 
tional Bank,  a  member  '^f  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Osterhout  Free  Li- 
brary, a  member  of  the  Wyoming  His- 
torical and  Geological  Society  and  for 
the  past  ten  years  was  one  of  the  vice 
presidents,  and  he  was  connected  with 
various  enterprises. 

Deceased  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a 
brother,  Benjamin  Reynolds;  sister. 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Ricketts;  son,  Schuyler 
Reynolds;  daughter,  Mrs.  Burr  C.  Mil- 
ler, who  is  now  in  Paris. 

The  death  of  Col.  Reynolds,  while  not 
unexpected,  bringrs  its  pangs  of  acute 
sorrow,  for  he  impressed  his  friends 
with  the  nobility  and  unfaltering 
truthfulness  of  his  character.  When 
such  a  man  dies  those  who  knew  him 
Intimately  feel  the  severance  of  cher- 
ished associations.     Col.   Reynolds  did 
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much  for  Wllkes-Barre.  He  was  at 
the  helm  when  the  community  was  In 
Its  Infajicy  as  a  city  and  when  wise 
counsel  and  clear  Ideas  were  so  valu- 
able. As  president  of  council  and  presi- 
Ident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  he  entered 
enthusiastically  Into  the  various  proj- 
ects before  those  bodies  and  the  good 
he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  for  the 
community  is  inestimable.  As  a  mem- 
ber, of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
City  Hospital  and  treasurer  of  the 
board  he  was  faithful  and  diligent  and 
he  took  a  great  deal  of  delight  in  see- 
ing the  institution  grow  and  the  en- 
largement of  its  mission  In  the  relief 
of  suffering.  His  charities  were  many, 
his  sympathies  were  keen  and  his  whole 
nature  was  attuned  to  the  highest  and 
the  best  there  is  in  life.  He  was  a 
valuable  citizen,  a  good,  true  Christian 
man,  and  in  all  of  his  relations  with 
his  fellow  men  there  can  naught  ill  be 
said  against  him.  Well  has  he  earned 
the  rich  reward  of  the  faith  which  was 
his  living  and  his  dying  hope. 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  Q.  M.  REYNOLDS. 

[Dally  Record.  Nov.  14,  1904.] 
It  will  be  a  great  shock  to  the  many 
friends  of  Mrs.  G.  M.  Reynolds  to 
learn  that  sh^  passed  away  from  life 
at  8  o'clock  last  evening  at  her  home 
on  South  Franklin  street,  after  having 
been  unconscious  uninterruptedly  since 
P*riday  morning.  Her  illness,  which 
dated  from  last  Tuesday,  was  at  first 
considered'  trivial.  She  herself  so  con- 
sidered it, .  and  not  until  Wednesday, 
on  the  advice  of  friends,  was  a  physi- 
cian sent  for.  Thursday  she  seemed 
worse,  and  partly  no  doubt  on  account 
of  the  severe  inroads  uoon  her  vitality 
from  the  recent  illness  and  death  of 
her  husband  she  failed  to  respond  to 
treatment.  On  Friday  came  uncon- 
sciousness, as  stated,  and  in  that  state 
she  breathed  her  last,  without  pain  or 
suffering.  Her  death  is  attributed  to 
ptomaine  poisoning. 

Mrs.  Reynolds  was  born  Stella  I>or- 
rance.  In  Wilkes-Barre  in  1840,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Dorrance,  who  served  the  congrega- 
tion of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
here  from  183C  to  1861.  His  funeral  in 
the  latter  year  was  coincident  with  the 
day  of  President  Lincoln's  call  for  vol- 
unteers. Just  after  the  firing  on  Fort 
Sumter.  Her  brothers,  all  now  dead, 
were  John.  James.  Benjamin — a  clergry- 
man— and  Charles  B.  Dorrance,  who 
served   as  an  ensign   in     the     United 
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States  Navy  In  the  Rebellion,  and  who 
was  killed  by  a  shell  from  a  Confeder- 
ate battery  with  which  his  ship  was 
en^raged,  in  Mobile  Bay.  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds's sister  Prances— also  deceased- 
was  married  to  the  late  Admiral  John 
C.  Beaumont,  U.  S.  N.  The  only  sur- 
viving member  of  that  family  of 
brothers  and  sisters  is  Mrs.  Alexander 
Farnham. 

The  marria^  of  Stella  Dorrance  to 
O.  Murray  Reynolds  took  place  in  this 
city  in  May,  1866.  The  recent  death  of 
Col.  Reynolds— Sept.  24  of  this  yeai^-is 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  thiK  commu- 
nity, and  that  his  widow  should  her- 
self so  soon  Join  him  is  one  of  those 
mysteriously  sad  dispensations  far  be- 
yond mortal  ken  or  understanding. 
After  the  death  of  Col.  Reynolds,  Mrs. 
Reynolds  remained  some  time  at  her 
summer  home  at  Trucksville,  and  she 
moved  back  to  her  town  house  only  a 
fortnight  ago.  Aside  from  the  inevita- 
ble physical  exhaustion  of  her  recent 
trying  experience,  Mrs.  Reynolds  seem- 
ed fairly  well,  and  it  was  only  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  week  before  last  that 
she  went  to  the  farm  to  superintend 
some  work  In  progress  there. 

She  is  survived  by  two  children- 
Helen  Murray,  wife  of  Burr  Churchill 
Miller,  and  now  in  Paris,  and  Schuyler 
Lea  Reynolds,  at  home. 

Mrs.  Reynolds  on  her  father's  side 
was  descended  from  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Dorrance,  who  established  the  first 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Connecticut 
and  who  was  the  first  of  that  name  in 
this  country.  Her  great-grandfather, 
Lieut.  Col.  George  Dorrance,  was  kflled 
in  the  battle  and  massacre  of  Wyo- 
ming. Her  grandfather  was  Col.  Ben- 
jamin Dorrance  and  her  father,  as  al- 
ready stated,  was  Rev.  Dr.  John  Dor- 
rance. 

Mrs.  Reynolds's  great-grandfather  on 
her  mother's  side  was  Col.  James  Mer- 
cer of  the  Continental  army,  who  fig- 
ured extensively  in  the  operations  With 
Gen.  Washington.  He  was  born  near 
Perth,  in  Scotland.  Her  grandmother 
on  her  mother's  side  was  a  Bucking- 
ham. It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mrs. 
Reynolds's  ancestry  was  rich  in  asso- 
ciations connected  with  the  Continen- 
tal army. 

Mrs.  Reynolds's  work  and  infiuence 
in  this  community  was  as  preeminent 
in  her  sphere  as  the  influence  of  her 
husband  in  his  environment  had  lieen. 
She  was  one  of  the  most  tireless  work- 
ers of  all  those  identified  with  the 
management  of  the  Home  for  Friend- 
less Children,  and  she  was  also  one  of 
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those  ui>on  whom  a  largre  share  of  the 
women's  work  In  the  First  Presbyter- 
Ian  Church  always  fell.  These  two  es- 
tablishments were  always  dear  to  her 
heart,  and  they  enlisted  her  sympathy 
and  cooperation  practically  throusrhout 
her  life.  One  of  the  local  Institutions 
also  close  to  her  affection  was  the  City 
Hospital.  She  was  always  a  worker. 
She  never  could  be  anything  else.  But 
with  all  her  energy,  she  brought  to 
bear  an  intelligent  executive  ability,  a 
strong  practical  sense,  a  keenness  of 
perception  that  years  ago  grew  to  be 
recognized  and  invariably  depended 
upon.  It  may  well  be  said  that  there 
was  scarcelv  any  sphere  In  which  the 
influence  of  woman  is  valuable  and  in- 
dispensable in  which  she  did  not  shine. 
Charities,  benefices  and  church, — these 
were  a  large  part  of  her  effort  outside 
of  her  own  home.  To  these  she  also 
added  a  ruling  spirit  in  schemes  of  a 
literary  and  historical  character.  She 
wfiis  a  member  of  several  such  clubs, 
and  wider  enterprises  of  this  and  like 
character  always  enlisted  her  support 
and  cooperation. 

She  was  a  lifelong  student  of  the 
arts,  of  history  and  of  literature.  Her 
endowment  of  mind,  generous  always, 
was  greatly  augmentef}  by  wide  and 
continual  reading  and  research,  and  by 
more  or  less  travel.  So  heartily  was 
she  absorbed  In  the  quest  of  informa- 
tion that  she  was  decidedly  an  inspira- 
tion and  a  guide  to  others  of  similar 
tastes.  As  to  the  essential  spirit  of 
wifehood  and  motherhood — these  are 
not  for  the  public  prints  to  detail— her 
tribute  would  be  far  too  generous  for 
any  public  aonreclation,  and  far  too 
Sacred  for  any  except  those  who  were 
content  and  happy  and  fortunate  In 
such  inspiration  and  such  companion- 
ship. But  there  were  qualities  of 
heart,  aside  from  those  of  mere  force 
of  character  and  vigor  of  intellect, 
which  held  many  friends  as  with  bands 
of  steel.  She  was  held  In  the  highest 
respect;  she  was  loved  with  the  deep- 
est love.  Her  husband's  loss  to  the 
community  has  been  referred  to  as 
particularly  severe— and  to  many 
friends  irreparable.  So  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Reynolds  removes  fromflnlte  com- 
panionship one  of  rarest  energy  in 
good  work  of  enormous  inspiration  in 
worthy  effort,  and  of  loveliest  attri- 
butes of  character.  Severe  and  unex- 
pected  as  the  shock  of  this  news  will 
fall,  the  after  realization  that  she  is 
no  more  will  come  home,  many  a  time, 
for  many  a  year,  to  manv  a  heart, 
with  a  sharp  pang  of  grief. 
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THANKSGIVING  IN WILKE8-BARRE 
A   CENTURY  AGO. 

[Dally  Record,  Nov.  24.,  1904.] 

What  were  the  conditions  In  WUkes- 
Barre  on  Thankssrivinsr  one  hundred 
years  ago  as  compared  with  those  of 
this  day?  Such  a  comparison  ousrht  to 
srive  us  at  least  one  reason  for  offering 
up  thanks. 

In  the  early  days  of  Wllkes-Beure 
the  people  were  inured  to  all  sorts  of 
hardships,  such  as,  if  the  people  of  to- 
day were  forced  to  undergo,  they  would 
consider  almost  unbearable,  and  yet  It 
is  a  question  of  the  people  of  that  day 
were  not  Just  as  happy  and  did  not 
feel  Just  as  thankful  to  their  Creator 
for  the  mercies  extended  to  them  as 
do  the  people  now. 

One  hundred  years  seem  a  long  time, 
and  yet  even  1804  can  hardly  be  con- 
sidered as  being  among  the  earliest 
days  of  Wilkes-Barre,  for  the  valley 
and  city  were  settled)  long  before  that 
time,  although  Wilkes-Barre  was  not 
incorporated  as  a  borough  untH  1806, 
two  y^ars  later. 

The  population  of  the  valley  was  not 
so  large  as  it  would  have  been  had  it 
not  been  for  the  destructive  Pennamlte 
War,  which  ranged  here  for  a  number 
of  years,  deterring  prospective  settlers 
from  coming  to  the  valley  on  account 
of  the  fear  that  there  might  be  dis- 
putes over  the  titles  to  their  lands, 
with  consequent  forfeiture  of  claim©. 
This  was  followed  by  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  with  its  horrible  Wyoming 
Massacre,  in  which  almost  all  of  the 
male  population  was  destroyed  or 
forced  to  flee  from  the  valley  to  Con- 
necticut or  other  parts  of  the  country. 
E>ven  after  the  remaining  settlers  of 
the  valley  returned  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  those  mem- 
bers of  the  opposing  factions  who  had 
been  fighting  shoulder  to  shoulder 
against  the  common  enemy.  Great 
Britain,  and  her  Tory  and  Indian  al- 
lies, again  took  up  the  dispute  with 
each  other  and  for  8on>e  time  after  the 
cessation  of  the  struggle  with  Great 
Britain  there  was  turmoil  in  the  valley. 
All  of  the^  things  tended  to  hinder 
the  progress  of  the  settlement  and 
one  hundred!  years  ago  this  valley  was 
just  beginning  to  enter  upon  that  era 
of  prosperity  which  has  since  attend- 
ed it. 

In  1799  Wilkes-Barre  Township,  in- 
cluding the  present  site  of  the  city, 
together  V with  a  large  portion  of  other 
townships,  had  a  total  of  only  121  tax- 
ables. 
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WUkes-Barre  is  known  as  having 
been  a  city  In  which  there  never  were 
any  "booms"  such  as  to  attract  large 
numbers  of  people  in  any  particular 
year  or  period,  but  the  growth  has 
been  regular  and  uniform  until  the 
city  itself  now  has  a  population  of 
perhaps  60,000  iuhabitants,  while  the 
population  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
township  in  1799  will  probably  be  suf- 
ficient to  make  an  aggregate  of  75,000 
persons  within  that  territory. 

The  character  of  the  occupation  of 
the  residents  of  this  district  has  also 
undergone  a  remarkable  change,  this 
of  course  being  due  to  the  discovery 
that  coal  was  valuable  for  fuel  pur- 
I>ose8  and  that  there  were  large  de- 
posits underlying  the  valley.  In  1804 
the  principal  industries  were  agricul- 
ture, stock  raising  and  lumbering.  In 
1904  they  are  coal  mining,  manufactur- 
ing  and  railroading. 


One  hundred  years  ago  to-day  ac- 
cording to  some  histories,  there  was 
no  church  In  this  city,  although  for 
many  years  previous  to  that  time  ser- 
vices had  been  held  in  various  private 
residences  and  in  the  lo*'  court  house. 
Ministers  of  several  denominations  had 
been  in  the  valley,  holding  services  at 
various  places  for  several  years  prior 
to  the  erection  of  the  court  house.  At 
least  one  of  these  was  massacred  by 
the  Indians,  another  was  compelled  to 
flee  because  of  Indian  uprisings,  and 
others  were  too  poorly  supported  or 
found  conditions  so  distasteful  that 
they  left  the  field  after  being  here  only 
a  short  time.  There  were  ministers  of 
one  denomination  or  another  here  at 
almost  all  times  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  eighteenth  century  and  after 
that  time. 

In  1800  a  movement  was  stated  by 
the  Presbyterians  for  the  erection  of 
a  meeting  house  to  be  used  exclusively 
for  religious  purposes  and  the  erection 
of  "Old  Ship  Zion"  was  started  on 
Public  Square.  The  building  was  par- 
tially erected  and  the  tail  spire  was 
completed  in  June,  1801,  when  for  some 
reason  the  workmen  left  the  building 
and  it  was  allowed  to  stand  uncom- 
pleted for  some  years.  During  that 
period  the  tall  spire  was  three  times 
struck  by  lightning,  and  this  was 
taken  by  some  as  being  a  rebuke  from 
God  because  the  building  was  not  com- 
pleted. 

In  1808  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  lot- 
tery for  the  purpose  of  raising  suf- 
ficient money  to  complete  the  structure 
and    Matthias     Hollenback.    Esq.,    and 
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twelve  other  commissioners  advertised 
an  "admirable  scheme  of  3.125  tickets 
at  $8  each,**  but  even  this  did  not  seem 
to  bring  about  mifflcient  funds  cmd 
subscriptions  were  sdlicited  from  all 
denominationa  of  Christians.  In  1812 
the  most  elegant  church  in  northern 
Pennsylvania  was  completed,  having  In 
its  belfry  a  bell  manufactured  at  Phil- 
adelphia and  which  was  later  placed 
in  the  belfry  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Plttston. 

About  1829.  seventy-nve  years  ago, 
there  arose  a  dispute  between  the  Pres- 
byterians and  the  Methodist-f^isco- 
palians  in  respect  to  the  occupancy  of 
tiie  church  in  Wilkes-Barre.  the  former 
asserting  their  exclusive  right,  and  the 
latter  declaring  that  it  was  a  union 
church,  inasmuch  as  the  funds  for  its 
erection  had  been  received  from  all  the 
people.  The  Presbyterians  held  the 
keys  and  the  doors  were  locked  against 
the  Methodists.  The  Methodist*  finally 
held  a  meeting  in  the  court  house  and 
decided  that  the  church  must  be  en- 
tered at  all  hazards  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  into  and  entering  the  church. 
The  windows  were  one  day  pried  open 
with  a  crowbar,  the  door  was  lifted 
from  its  hinges  and  the  people  filed  in 
and  by  direction  of  the  attorney  for 
the  Methodists,  broke  the  lockB  from 
the  pulpit  and  pew  doors  and  held 
their  services. 

The  services  were  opened  by  the  pas- 
tor.   Rev.    Morgan    Sherman,    who    an- 
nounced as   the   first   hymn,   one  com- 
mencing, 
"Equip  me  for  the  war 

"  And  teach  my  hands  to  fight.** 

In  his  opening  prayer  the  minister 
thanked  the  Lord  for  many  things,  but 
particularly  that  they  could  "worship 
under  their  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  few 
daring  to  molest  and  none  to  make 
them  afraid.'* 


It  was  Just  one  hundred  years  ago 
that  the  old  church  in  Forty  Port, 
which  now  stands  surrounded  by  the 
Forty  Fort  Cemetery,  was  erected  by 
the  united  efforts  of  the  Presbyterians 
and  Methodists  of  Kingston. 

This  was  the  first  finished  church  in 
the  county  In  which  religious  services 
were  held,  for  though  the  church  at 
Hanover,  erected  by  the  Paxton  Pres- 
byterians was  commenced  before  this, 
yet'  It  was  never  completed.  Thi| 
church  is  probably  the  only  one  In  th« 
county  which  stands  to-day  just  as  It 
was  when  church  services  were  held 
in    it    years   ago.     A   visit    to    the   old 
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structure  would  well  repay  the  trouble. 
Each  pew  has  high,  straight  wooden 
backs  and  resembles  nothing  so  much 
as  a  box.  Along  one  side  of  this  box 
runs  a  perfectly  flat  bottomed  board 
upon  which  the  worshiper  must  sit 
perfectly  straight,  as  there  is  no  chance 
for  a  reclining  posture  however  slight 
and  look  straight  before  him  at  the 
minister,  who  stands  in  his  pulpit 
above  the  heads  of  his  audience.  Each 
of  the  pews  is  entered  through  a  door 
which  may  be  closed  and  locked  and 
access  to  the  pulpit  is  gained  by  means 
of  a  circular  stairway.  Here  our  fore- 
fathers sat  for  hours  at  a  time  without 
heat  except  that  which  they  might 
bring  with  them  in  the  form  of  foot 
warmers,  under  the  watchful  eye  of 
the  sexton,  who  was  quick  to  suppress 
any  disorderly  persons  or  waken  those 
who  were  to  sleep  inclined. 


The  only  paper  published  In  this 
county  in  1804  was  the  Luzerne  Ounty 
Federalist,  which  was  published  at 
that  time  by  Charles  Miner,  although 
when  the  paper  was  first  started  in 
1802  both  Charles  and  Asher  Miner 
were  connected  with  it.  Previous  to 
this  time  two  papers  had  been  started 
and  discontinued— the  Herald  of  the 
Times  and  the  Wilkes-Barre  Gazette 
and  Luzerne  Advertiser. 

In  the  period  between  1800  and  1810 
there  were  two  physicians  In  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Drs.  Covell  and  Trott;  two  In 
Kingston,  Drs.  Baldwin  and  Parker, 
and  two  in  Plymouth,  Drs.  Gaylord  and 
Crissey. 

Lodge  No.  61,  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  In  ex- 
istence at  that  time,  although  discon- 
tinued in  1832  and  reorganized  In  1844. 

It  was  not  until  1806  that  the  borough 
of  Wilkes-Barre  was  incorporated,  and 
previous  to  that  time  Wilkes-Barre  had 
been  forced  to  contend  with  both 
Kingston  and  Forty  Fort  for  the  honor 
of  being  recognized  as  the  county  seat 
of  Luzerne  County. 

The  first  regular  merchant  of  this 
city  was  Matthias  Hollenback,  who 
kept  a  store  here  previous  to  the  battle 
of  July  3,  1778.  and  after  the  restoration 
of  peace  in  1783.  until  1829.  His  store 
was  located  on  South  Main  below 
Northampton  street.  Mr.  Hollenback 
acted  as  a  guide  to  John  Jacob  Astor 
when  he  made  a  trip  to  this  region  In 
1785.  and  nt  a  later  date  bought  out 
his  fur  business. 

About  this  time  Lord  Butler  also  had 
a  store  on  the  corner  of  River  and 
North  streets  and  Rosset  and  Doyle 
had   quite   an   extensive   establishment 
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at  the  corner  of  River  and  Market 
streets.  Allen  Jack  opened  a  store  In 
the  residence  of  Dr.  Covell  on  South 
Main  street  in  1803. 

That  the  necessity  for  strong  drink 
was  a  belief  of  those  days  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  there  were  six  distil- 
leries in  Luzerne  County. 

It  was  about  this  time,  too.  that  the 
shipyards  were  erected  here,  in  the  be- 
lief that  vessels  could  be  erected  here 
and  floated  down  the  Susquehanna  to 
the  ocean.  This  venture  was  dis- 
astrous, althou^rh  In  1803  a  small  ship 
named  the  "Franklin"  was  built  here 
and  reached  the  ocean  in  safety. 

There  were  several  inns  in  the 
borougrh  a  hundred  years  ago,  one  of 
them  being  the  "Old  Fell  House,"  which 
was  erected  previous  to  the  present 
century. 

There  was  no  bridge  across  the  river 
in  1804,  communication  with  Kingston 
being  by  means  of  a  ferry.  When  the 
borough  of  Wilkes- Barre  was  organized 
the  borough  was  granted  the  exclusive 
right  to  maintain  and  operate  a  ferry. 
The  postoflice  in  1804  had  been  es- 
tablished for  ten  years  or  more  at  this 
time,  and  there  were  weekly  mails  be- 
tween Wilkes-Barre  and  E^aston. 
Wllkes-Barre  and  Berwick,  Wilkes- 
Barre  and  Owego  and  Wllkes-Barre 
and  Great  Bend,  with  post  riders  or 
men  on  foot  carrying  the  malls  between 
these  places.  These  men  were  paid 
largely   by   private   contributions. 

There  was  no  flre  department  at  this 
time,  the  flrst  one  being  organized 
several  years  later. 

When  It  is  considered  that  at  100 
years  ago  to-day  people  had  no  street 
cars,  no  telephones  or  telegraphs,  no 
steam  cars,  no  means  of  communica- 
tion with  the  outside  world  except  by 
means  of  couriers,  practical! v  no  news- 
paper service  and  a  hundred  other 
things  which  we  now  recognize  as 
necessities,  then  It  Is  that  we  can  feel 
thankful  that  we  are  living  In  the  pres- 
ent age,  rather  than  a  hundred  years 
ago. 


SOME  INDIAN  RELICS. 

[Daily  Record,  Nov.  26,  1904.] 
Bloonisburg  Press:  Constable  C.  W. 
Freas  of  West  Berwick  has  In  his  pos- 
session some  Interesting  relics  that  were 
dug  out  by  the  steam  shovel  at  the  fair 
grounds.  What  was  probably  the  skele- 
ton of  an  Indian,  together  with  Indian 
arrows  and  weapons,  has  been  dug  out 
and  on  Thursday  some  more  bones  were 
imoovarad.    Mr.   Preai  has  one  part  of 
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these,  the  bone  beingr  In  a  fine  state  of 
preservation,  and  a  revolver  which  was 
dug  out  on  Wednesday.  The  revolver  was 
dug  out  about  twenty  feet  from  the  sur- 
face. The  handle  was  entirely  decayed, 
but  the  other  parts  are  there.  It  is  hand 
riveted  and  of  crude  make  and  has  every 
indication  of  being  of  ancient  construc- 
tion. 

About  a  week  ago  a  skeleton  was  dug 
out,  but  the  men  on  the  machine  did  not 
think  of  saving  the  bones.  The  Indian 
arrows  and  other  relics  found  were  se- 
cured by  one  of  the  workmen. 

The  fact  that  they  were  found  at  the 
graves  indicates  that  they  were  those  of 
an  Indian,  as  the  custom  among  the  In- 
dians was  to  bury  their  weapons  with 
them.  Arrows  have  frequently  been  dug 
out  and  It  is  expected  that  before  the 
filling  is  completed  a  number  of  other 
graves  will  be  unearthed. 

The  bones  which  Mr.  Freas  secured 
seem  too  large  for  the  frame  of  a  human 
being. 


AN   ANCIENT  STOVE. 

[Dally  Hecord,  Nov.  26.  1904.] 
The  demand  for  stoves  this  year  has 
caused  the  Bloomsburg  Sentinel  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  modern 
stove  does  not  last  as  long  as  its  old 
fashioned  predecessor  and  has  devel- 
oped the  fact  that  wood  stoves  are  still 
being  used  in  Columbia  County  that 
were,  purchased  forty-five  and  sixty 
years  ago.  In  this  week's  issue  of  the 
Sentinel,  John  C.  Wanner,  a  farmer 
living  near  Benton,  says: 

"Reading  an  account  of  an  old  stove 
in  your  pai>er  of  the  Uth  inst.,  owned 
and  used  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar  rat  t  of 
your  town,  which  has  been  in  constant 
use  ever  sincf  they  began  housekeep- 
ing in  the  year  1865,  gives  the  occa- 
sion for  furnishing  another  stove  story. 
On  April  1,  1859,  I  and  my  wife  began 
housekeeping,  when  I  bought  a  second- 
hand Hathaway  Patent,  including  fuU 
set  of  cooking  utensils,  all  complete,  of 
Thomas  Pealer,  who  broke  up  house- 
keeping, and  who  offered  the  stove  for 
115,  which  offer  i  accepted.  Mr. 
Pealer  then  lived  in  the  old  John  Peal- 
er homestead  in  Pishing  Creek  Town- 
ship. 

"This  stove,  undoubtedly,  was  one  of 
the  very  first  of  Its  kind  manufactured, 
and  was  peddled  In  that  community  by 
a .  man  named  Andy  Cummins.  At 
first  the  stove  sold  for  |50,  but  a  little 
later  for  |45.  That  was  the  lowest 
they  could  be  bought  for  from  the 
agents.    This  stove  was  in  use  praba- 
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bly  ten  or  fifteen  years  before  I  bought 
It  and  it  has  been  in  constant  use  ever 
since,  and  from  present  appearances  it 
may  last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years 
lons^er.  In  the  winter  season  it  is  al- 
\«ays  heated  to  its  fullest  capacity,  and 
as  for  cooking  and  baking,  my  wife 
thinks  it  has  no  equal.  Any  one 
doubting  these  remarks  is  perfectly 
welcome  to  investigate  by  personal  ob- 
servation. The  pipe  Is  a  rear  appen- 
dage which  is  conclusive  evidence  evi- 
lence  is  its  antiquated  history.  For 
durability  It  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 
But,  lawful  heart!  we  would  like  to 
see  the  pile  of  wood  that  has  been 
burned  in  this  stove." 

Thomas  Pealer,  the  original  owner  of 
the  Benton  stove,  died  in  Dushore,  Sul- 
livan County,  about  three  years  ago. 
Several  of  his  descendants  live  in  this 
city. 

■  ♦  ■ 

IN  TIME  OF  THE  RED  SKINS. 

lX>ally  Record,  Dec.  5.  1904.] 
Saturday  was  Wysox  day  at  the  Brad- 
ford County  Historical  Society  and  the 
pr-jgram  carried  out  at  the  meeting  was 
one  of  the  best  yet  given.  There  was  a 
large  crowd  in  attendance  and  many  of 
the  old  settlers  of  the  township  were  rep>- 
reoented  by  descendants  at  the  meeting. 
Ool.  A.  J.  Ayers  presided  at  the  session. 

Secretary  C.  F.  Heverly  read  a  sketch 
of  the  township,  whose  history  he  said 
was  worthy  of  forming  one  of  Ffennimore 
Cooper's  novels.  From  the  time  Wysox 
was  the  home  of  the  red  man  and  the 
scene  of  Indian  combats  to  the 
days  of  the  pioneer  events  were  trans- 
piring of  a  most  thrilling  nature.  He 
spoke  of  the  Strope  and  Van  Vankenberg 
families  who  had  their  building  burned 
and  were  carried  into  captivity  by  the  In- 
dians. At  the  mouth  of  Wysox  Creek 
Lieut.  Moses  VanCampen  with  the  aid  of 
two  companions,  after  being  captured  by 
the  Indians,  broke  their  betters  and  slew 
all  but  one  of  their  captors. 

Sullivan's  army  encamped  nere  for  the 
night  and  Hartley  and  his  little  band 
marched  through  the  year  before.  Wysox 
took  an  important  part  In  the  Revolution 
and  the  remains  of  a  score  of  soldiers  lie 
buried  In  that  vicinity.  Wysox  had  the 
first  church  organization  In  the  county  in 
1791  at  the  place  where  the  Laning  farm 
now  Is.  The  first  public  library  was  open- 
ed at  the  house  of  Dr.  Seth  E.  Barstow 
there  in  1813.  The  first  Masonic  lodge  was 
organized  and  held  its  first  meeting  at 
the  house  of  Amos  Mix  In  IWT.  Tnt;  nrst 
grist  mill  and  saw  mill  In  all  central  and 
southern    Bradford    was    erected    on    the 
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Hinman  place  in  1792.  Wysox  embraced 
Towanda  and  a  vast  extent  of  territory. 
From  her  Towanda  has  borrowed  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  Masonic  Iod«:e 
and  the  seat  of  Justice,  as  the  origrinal 
county  seat  was  laid  out  in  Wysox  and 
griven  the  name  of  "New  Baltimore."  Mr. 
Heverly  read  a  list  of  the  pioneer  fam- 
ilies. 

'The  society  has  been  presented  a  bound 
volume  of  the  Bradford  Reporter  from 
1S43  to  1S44  by  Allen  Mead  and  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Mary  Mead  of  North  Towanda.  Mrs. 
B.  I.  Rid^way  loaned  the  society  for 
the  day  an  old  record  of  her  ancestral 
family  and  an  autograph  copy  of  the 
poems  of  Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Lieon  Loud. 
Mrs.  Loud  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Bar- 
stow  and  had  a  great  gift  along  literary 
lines.  One  of  her  famous  poems  is  "The 
Hermit  of  Wesauking."  Mr.  Heverely 
showed  a  sword  that  was  carried  by 
Stephen  Homet  Allen  in  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  Allen  was  one  of  those  in  the  Wyo- 
ming Masacre.  He  also  shO'wed  the  cer- 
tificate of  pension  of  John  Lient,  a  Revo- 
lutionarv  soldier. 

John  A.  Biles  of  Homet' s  Ferry  read 
a  paper  on  the  boundaries  of  the  town- 
ship. It  was  formed  from  the  southern 
part  of  Tioga  Township  April  11,  1796.  As 
originally  formed  Wysox  Township  ex- 
tended across  Luaeme  County,  from 
Wayne  County  to  the  present  Tioga  Coun- 
ty line,  being  about  seventy-six  miles  long 
and  six  miles  wide.  As  first  erected  It 
contained  the  present  townshipa  of  To- 
wanda. Standing  Stone,  most  of  Armenia, 
Troy,  West  Burlington,  Burlington,  North 
Towanda  and  Herrick;  also  about  one- 
half  of  Granville.  Wysox  and  Pike  with 
small  portions  of  Asylum,  Wyalusing  and 
Tuscorora,  or  one-third  of  the  area  of 
what  is  now  Bradford  County.  Wysox 
election  district  was  erected  on  April  10, 
1799.  Mr.  Biles  then  took  up  the  division 
of  the  biff  territory  into  the  present  town- 
ships and  showed  an  old  map  of  Wysox 
Township,  made  In  1815.— Towanda  Re- 
view. 


DEATH  OF  JOSEPH  Q.  OSBORNE. 

[Daily  Record,  Dec.  6,  1901] 

Joseph  G.  Osborne,  a  highly  respect- 
ed resident  of  Dorranceion,  died  on 
Saturday  morning  after  a  short  illness. 
He  was  nearly  79  years  of  age.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  and  four  chil- 
dren—Franklin P.  and  Jeanette  B.,  of 
Dorranceton,  Mrs.  George  Zlnner  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  and  Theron  G.  of  Lu- 
zerne  Borough. 

Deceased  was  one  of  the  few  re- 
maining typea  of  the  manhood  that  de- 
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veloped  in  pioneer  times — a  manhood 
whose  courage,  integrity,  and  religious 
faith  and  zeal  are  an  inspiration  to 
those  that  come  after.  He  was  a  eon 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  Holden  Os- 
borne, and  was  bom  at  what  is  now 
Lackawanna,  Lackawanna  County.  He 
was  the  youngest  of  eight  children,  all 
of  whom  have  passed  away  except 
William  H.  of  Nicholson  and  Elizabeth 
Milligan  of  Mill  City.  Pa.  The  family 
was  of  Puritan  origin.  The  grand- 
father, a  physician,  had  emigrated 
from  Connecticut  in  time  to  be  of  ser- 
vice to  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  Revolution.  In  1790,  with  his  fam- 
ily he  came  into  Wyoming  Valley,  set- 
tling Just  across  the  river  from  Fall- 
ing Spring.  The  father  of  Joseph  was 
then  a  boy  of  12  years. 


MONUMENT  CRUMBLING. 

When  a  statue  of  General  Poor  was  un- 
veiled at  Hackensack  on  Oct.  7,  1904,  many 
persons  living  at  once  thought  of  the  old 
and  half  ruined  monument  of  General 
Sullivan  east  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

Qen.  Poor  was  associated  with  Gen. 
Sullivan  in  the  Battle  of  Newtown,  and 
was  a  brave  and  capable  general.  The 
erection  of  the  large  statue  at  Hacken- 
sack  shows  in  what  Mteem  he  was  held. 
It  seems  to  many  that  there  is  no  excuse 
for  further  neglecting  of  the  Sullivan 
monument.  It  has  stood  at  the  top  of 
the  hill  for  years,  but  it  will  not  stand 
there  much  longer  if  something  is  not 
done  at  once.  For  years  this  has  been 
a  favorite  place  for  picnic  parties.  JJires 
have  been  built  inside  the  monument  and 
"patriotic"  young  people  have  carried 
.  away  pieces  of  the  stone  of  which  the 
monument  is  built,  as  souvenirs.  As  the 
monument  was  only  built  of  common  fleld 
stone,  In  the  first  place,  these  ravages 
have  partly  demolished  it  and  it  is  now 
but  the  raero  shell  of  its  original  self.  A 
prominent  resident  of  Lowmanville  has 
agreed  to  furnish  land  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  also  stone  and  cement  for  a  new 
monument  if  the  labor  will  be  furnished 
by  other  parties  or  by  the  county.— Elmira 
Advertiser. 


HARTLEY   EXPEDITION— A    MOVE- 
MENT  AGAINST   INDIANS    IN 
THIS   REGION   IN  1778. 
[Doily  Record,  Dec.  17.  1904.J 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Wyoming  His- 
torical Society  last  night  F.  C.  Johnson 
read  a  paper  by  Rev.  David  Craft  on 
••The  Hartley  Expedition  against     the 
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Indians  in  1778."  The  following  is  a 
brief  snyopsis: 

The  Battle  of  Wyoming  had  sent  a 
shudder  through  the  civilized  world. 
This  tragedy  had  been  succeeded  by  a 
series  of  attacks  from  the  same  quart- 
er upon  the  almost  defenseless  set- 
tlers on  both  branches  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, in  which  the  people  were  mur- 
dered or  carried  away  captive,  their 
houses  burned,  their  crops  destroyed, 
their  cattle  driven  off.  Some  effort  had 
to  be  made  to  protect  the  exposed  fron- 
tier from  the  attacks  of  their  savage 
foe.  Gen.  Washington  saw  the  neces- 
sity of  prompt  and  vigorous  measures, 
not  only  to  repel  savage  expeditions, 
but  to  prevent  them.  Col.  Zebulon 
Butler,  who  had  been  detached  from 
the  Continental  Army  to  assist  in  the 
defense  of  Wyoming,  had  collected  a 
force  of  sixty  men.  Twenty  Continent- 
als of  Capt.  Spalding's  Company  suid 
forty  militiamen  reached  Wyoming  Just 
a  month  after  the  battle  and  were  en- 
trenched in  a  stockade  within  tht;  pres- 
ent limits  of  the  city  of  Wilkes-Barre. 
Small  bands  of  Indians  engaged  in 
plunder  and  devastation,  but  fled  on 
the  approach  of  the  soldiers 

While  Col.  Butler  was  preparing  the 
defense  of  Wyoming,  Col.  Hartley  was 
ordered  to  assemble  his  11th  Regrt.,  and 
such  militia  as  ^ould  be  collected^  and 
proceed  to  the  west  branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna for  the  protection  of  the  un- 
happy settlers  in  that  region.  He  ar- 
rived at  Fort  Muncy,  near  the  mouth 
of  Lycoming  Creek,  in  the  early  part 
of  August,  about  the  same  time  that 
Col.  Butler  reached  Wyoming.  Orders 
were  given  to  assemble  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Susquehanna  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  the  Indians  in  their 
own  territory  and  thus  prevent  the  In- 
dian raids  which  had  become  so 
troublesome. 

Another  object  was  to  secure  all  the 
information  possible  as  to  the  best 
routes  into  the  Indian  country,  the  lo- 
cation of  their  best  towns,  etc.,  pre- 
paratory to  a  more  formidable  invas- 
ion then  being  planned  for  the  follow- 
ing year,  known  in  history  as  the  Sul- 
livan Expedition.  The  objective  point 
of  the  two  expeditions  was  Tioga  Point 
Hartley  therefore  determined  to  under- 
take an  expedition  against  Tioga  Point 
and  possibly  Chemung,  to  destroy  some 
of  their  towns,  break  up  some  of  their 
haunts  and  to  learn  the  topography  of 
the  country.  This  expedition,  which 
proved  entirely  successful,  was  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  on  record  and 
though  its  importance  has  to  some  ex- 
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tent  been  overshadowed  by  the  much 
erreateroneof  the  succeeding  year  under 
Oen.  Sullivan,  to  which  this  was  the 
prolog,  it  really  made  tnat  expedition 
possible  and  paved  the  way  for  its  sue 
cess.  Of  this  force  130  were  from 
Wyoming.  The  expedition  made  its  way 
north  from  Murray  to  Tioga,  nuffering 
many  privations  and  yet  accomplishing 
about  twenty  miles  a  day  through  the 
almost  pathless  wilderneBS. 

Tioga  was  for  many  years  the  south- 
ern door  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy. 
Here  resided  the  Cayuga  viceroy  of  the 
confederacy,  who  had  charge  of  their 
southern  dependencies.  It  was  the  ren- 
dezvous of  bands  of  Indians  making 
marauds  upon  the  settlers  on  both 
branches  of  the  Susquehanna.  Here  it 
was  learned  that  a  member  of  the  gar- 
rison at  Wyoming  had  proven  traitor, 
deserted  and  hastened  ahead  of  the 
expedition  to  give  information  to  the 
Indians. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  ex- 
periences of  the  expedition  was  that  at 
Sheshequin.  Fifteen  persons  were  res- 
cued from  captivity,  they  having  been 
made  prisoners  in  the  settlements  be- 
low by  the  Indians  and  Tories.  The 
expedition  also  gathered  up  about  fifty 
head  of  cattle  which  had  been  driven 
up  the  river  from  Wyoming.  The  In- 
dian village  of  Tioga  was  destroyed  by 
fire  and  at  this  point  Col.  Hartley  con- 
cluded that  he  had  gone  as  far  into  the 
Indian  country  as  was  safe  for  his 
small  expedition  and  he  accordingly 
concluded  to  return,  with  the  recovered 
prisoners,  cattle,  canoes  and  other  plun- 
der. His  return  was  made  in  the  nick 
of  time,  for  had  he  gone  much  further 
he  would  have  encountered  Walter 
Butler  and  his  Tory  regiment  of  300 
Royal  Greens.  Near  the  Junction  of  the 
Susquehanna  and  the  Tioga  they  came 
upon  the  village  of  Queen  E^sther,  who 
is  known  in  Wyoming  history  as  the 
"Indian  Fury."  Her  town  was  commit- 
ted to  the  flames,  including  what  was 
called  her  palace,  a  one  story  log  house 
of  some  size  and  pretension. 

Col.  Hartley  expressed  the  regret  that 
he  did  not  have  a  force  which  would 
have  enabled  him  to  destroy  Chemung, 
which  is  the  receptacle  of  all  villainous 
Indians  from  the  different  tribes  and 
States.  From  this  they  make  their  ex- 
peditions against  the  frontiers  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  Jersey  and 
Wyoming  and  commit  the  horrid  mur- 
ders and  devastations.  Approaching 
Wyalusing  they  were  brought  face  to 
face  with  the  fact  that  the  whisky  and 
flour  were  gone  and  the  soldiers  were 
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much  worn  down.  With  provisions 
nearly  gone  and  with  Indians  pursuing 
them,  they  were  most  uncomfortable. 
To  make  the  matter  worse  seventy  of 
the  men,  from  real  or  pretended  lame- 
ness, took  to  the  canoes,  while  others 
rode  on  the  pack  horses.  Thla  left  a 
small  number  to  defend  the  expedition. 
After  reaching  Wyalusing  they  were  at 
tacked  with  a  force  of  about  200  In- 
dians, but  they  were  driven  off,  leav- 
ing ten  dead.  Hartley  lost  four  killed 
and  ten  wounded.  This  engagement 
was  fought  about  fifty  miles  north  of 
Wilkes-Barre.  The  invalids,  who  were 
traveling  by  canoe  and  pack  horses, 
hustled  to  the  front  and  aided  much  in 
beating  back  the  savages.  The  records 
of  the  expedition  do  not  give  the  num- 
ber of  killed  nor  tell  to  which  command 
they  were  attached.  Mr.  Craft  ex- 
presses the  belief  that  none  of  them 
were  from  the  Wyoming  companies. 
Joseph  Elliott  was  in  the  expedition 
and  he  did  not  remember  that  any 
were  killed,  while  Jonathan  Terry 
thought  there  was  one  killed  and  one 
wounded. 

Two  days  of  hard  but  unobstructed 
marches,  a  distance  of  forty-eight 
miles,  brought  the  expedition  to  its  end 
at  Wilkes-Barre.  Col.  Hartley  thus 
sums  up  the  result:  We  covered  a  cir- 
cuit of  nearly  300  miles  in  about  two 
weeks.  We  brought  off  nearly  fifty 
head  of  cattle,  twenty-eight  canoes  be- 
sides many  other  articles,  and  he  might 
have  added  the  rescue  of  sixteen  per- 
sons taken  captive  by  the  Indians  from 
the  settlements  on  the  Susquehanna, 
the  destruction  of  the  four  Indian 
towns  of  Tioga,  Sheshequin,  Queen 
Esther's  village  and  Wyalusing  and  the 
collection  of  much  information  useful 
for  Sullivan's  Expedition  of  the  next 
year.  Under  date  at  Camp  Wyoming, 
October  3,  1778,  Col.  Hartley  issued  a 
congratulatory  order  thanking  the  of- 
ficers, soldiers,  volunteers  and  others 
for  their  good  conduct.  Special  refer- 
ence to  Capt.  FYanklin  with  his  volun- 
teers from  Wyoming  was  made. 

Col.  John  Franklin  says  the  people 
were  greatly  pleased  to  see  the  stolen 
cattle  and  goods  brought  back  and  they 
were  greatly  disappointed  to  learn  that 
instead  of  being  restored  to  its  owners, 
everything  was  to  be  sold  at  auction 
for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  the 
expedition  and  that  to  regain  posses- 
sion of  their  former  property  the 
Wyoming  people  must  become  the  high- 
est bidders. 

Mr.  Craft  expresses  his  appreciation 
to  the  Butler  papers  printed  in  Volume 
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VII  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Wyom- 
ing Historical  Society  and  his  Intention 
to  present  short  sketches  of  Col.  Hart- 
ley and  his  officers,  but  the  length  of 
the  wholesouled  and  excellent  at- 
tributes of  his  nature.  There  are  few 
of  these  old  pioneers  left, — ^few  of 
the  paper  precluded  further  enlarge- 
ment. Those  interested  are  referred  to 
his  history  of  Bradford  County  and  to 
the  publication  of  the  Tioga  Point  His- 
torical Society  for  sketches  of  Col. 
Franklin  and  Col.  Spauldlng  and  to 
Meginnis's  Hi«tory  of  the  West  Branch 
for  others. 


DEATH  OF  CHESTER  FULLER  OF 
IDETOWN. 

[Daily  Record,  Dec.  28.  l«Ot] 

Yesterday  morning  shortly  after  5 
o'clock,  at  his  home  in  Idetown,  oc- 
curred the  death  of  Chester  Fuller, 
one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  this 
part  of  the  county.  Had  he  lived  uiiiil 
the  22d  of  January  he  would  have  been 
90  years  of  age.  For  a  long  tim^  he 
had  been  In  failing  health,  but  his 
strong  constitution  kept  him  up  until 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  not  only  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  of  Luzerne  County  in 
point  of  years,  but  also  in  polnr  of  resi- 
dence In  the  county.  He  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Huntsville  and  at  Idetown 
about  all  of  his  life,  and  saw  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country  develop  from  an 
almost  unbroken  forest  into  one  of  the 
best  farming  districts  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Fuller  told  many  Interesting 
stories  of  his  younger  days.  Deer,  bear 
and  other  game  was  plentiful  in  that 
region  and  he  often  made  excursion  a 
into  the  wilds  after  game  that  was 
worth  going  after.  While  following 
this  sport  he  had  a  number  of  exciting 
encounters  and  some  narrow  escapes 
from  the  fury  of  the  wild  animald. 

Mr.  Fuller  lived  a  good,  Christian 
life.  He  won  the  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  all  who  knew  him.  and  his 
whole  career  was  that  of  a  straightfor- 
ward, honorable  gentleman.  He  en- 
gaged In  farming  near  Huntsville  until 
age  compelled  him  to  relinquish  that 
occupation,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
been  living  at  Idetown,  near  the  sta- 
tion of  that  name  of  the  traction  line. 

Deceased  is  survived  by  three 
daughters — Mrs.  ^.  D.  Hunt  of  Lehms  -i. 
Mrs.  James  Brace,  with  whom  Mr.  Ful- 
ler lived,  and  Mrs.  Ethan  Allen,  the 
latter  also  of  Idetown.  Two  daugh- 
ters are  dead — Mrs.  George  N.  Snyder, 
who  lived  in  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Jean- 
ette  Fuller. 
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Mr.  Puller  had  friends  aH  over  this 
part  of  the  county,  and  to  them  the 
news  of  his  death  will  cause  more 
than  passinsT  sorrow,  for  upon  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  he  impressed 
those  who  were  bom  In  the  early  years 
of  the  last  century.  Mr.  Puller  was  a 
pioneer  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
He  contended  with  the  pioneer  diffi- 
culties in  his  youth  and  helped  re- 
claim the  land  from  its  wild  waste.  He 
braved  many  dansrers  and  lived  to  see 
his  land  blossom  forth  in  full  fruit- 
fulness. 

■  ^  ■ 

SOME  OLD  TIME  VER8E8. 

The  inclosed  poem  by  R.  W.  Hinckley 
\9  too  true  to  be  forgotten  by  our  older 
citizens  and  will  not  doubt  be  appreciated 
by  them.  I  remember  Messrs.  Hinckley 
and  Newton  keeping  a  store  over  sixty 
years  agro,  almost  on  the  spot  where  Hill- 
dale  station  on  the  LAurel  Line  at  Plains- 
ville  is  now  located.  Mr.  H.  also  taug-ht 
the  school.    Respectfully,  C.  M.  Williams, 

Plainsvllle.  Jan.  1,  1S06. 


Plttston  just  fifty  years  agro 

Was  a  smal  rural  village: 
West  Plttston  then  was  Poland's  farm, 

And  used  by  him  for  tillage. 
Prlend  Sax  kept  then  the  only  inn, 

Jenkins  and  Knapp  each  stores. 
Four  other  tenements  complete 

The  sum  of  Pittston's  floors. 
True,  many  farms  were  scattered  'round. 

With  Doty  on  the  hill; 
Friend  Kenedy,  where  Mosler  lived; 

And  Thompson,  at  the  "mill." 

Bcranton  was  only  known  just  then, 

By  name  as  "Slocum  Hollow." 
How  few  of  the  old  settlers  then 

Knew  what  was  soon  to  follow. 
They  knew  that  coal  lay  rich  and  fine, 

Under  each  rood  and  acre; 
But  did  not  know  Its  value  full 

Till  capital   did  take-her. 

Wllkes-Barre  was  a  borough  then. 

As  now,  a  county  seat; 
Dealing  out  justice  then  to  one, 

Which  now  forms  three  complete. 
Drake  kept  an  Inn  for  many  years 

Near  L«acka wanna  Bridge; 
John  Stewart  was  a  genial  host, 

A  mile  east  on  the  ridge. 

Among  the  inns  of  early  times 
(These  hostelrles  often  vary) 
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Was  one  at  Plains,  kept  for  years 
By  my  old  friend,  John  Caroy. 

But  Stark  succeeded  him,  'tis  true. 
Some  fifty  years  ago; 

His  cousin   (Sheriff  Stark's  own  sire) 
Was  at  the  Plains  we  know. 

Ex-sheriff  Steel  was  near  the  Square, 

As  we  the  boroug-h  enter; 
Sam  Puterbaugrh  of  the  White  Swan, 

Past  of  the  Square— near  centre. 
Of  all  the  sites  in  this  fine  town 

There  is  none  known  to  more 
Than  Ziba  Bennett's  well  known  place. 

For  fifty  years  "a  store." 

Few  of  the  pupils  whom  I  taught, 

Living  upon  the  Plains, 
Some  fifty  years  a«o  or  more, 

Alas!  scarce  one  remains. 
To  those  living  this  New  Year  Day, 

I  dedicate  to  you 
These  thougjits,   his  oric  of  the  past. 

Which  you  all  know  are  true. 

-R.  W.  Hinckley, 
216  East  25th  St.,  New  York  City,  Jan.  1. 
1800. 


DEATH    OF    GENERAL    WARNER- 
HERO  OF  MONTROSE. 

New  York,  Jan.  2.— Brevet  Brig.  Gen. 
Edward  R.  Warner,  U.  S.  A.,  retired 
died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  in  the 
Marlborough  Hotel  to-day.  Gen.  War- 
ner, who  resided  in  Montrose.  Pa,,  had 
been  in  ill  health  for  several  months. 
With  him,  when  he  died  were  his  broth- 
er, Frederick  R.  Warner  of  Chicago, 
his  sister.  Mrs.  Katherine  Stark  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  his  nephew,  E.  R. 
Searle  of  Scranton  and  other  relatives. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  hotel 
late  to-day,  after  which,  attended  by  an 
escort  of  honor,  the  Army  and  Navy 
Club  and  six  sergeants  detailed  as  pall 
bearers  from  Governor's  Island,  the  re- 
mains were  conveyed  to  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  station  in  Jersey  City. 

To-morrow  they  will  be  taken  to 
Montrose. 

Gen.  Warner  was  69  years  old  and 
was  graduated  from  West  Point  in 
1856.  He  bacame  second  lieutenant  in 
1858  and  first  lieutenant  In  1861.  On  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Gen.  War- 
ner rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  and  at 
the  close  of  the  war  was  breveted 
brigadier  general  of  volunteers.  He 
also  served  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
1st  New  York  Artillery. 

The  general  became  captain  in  the 
regular  establishment  In  1866  and  a  ma- 
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Jor  in  the  1st  Artillery  In  1887,  In  which 
year  he  retired. 

In  Montrose  a  historical  society  build- 
ing: is  being  erected  to  perpetuate  the 
general's  name. 


INDIAN   POTTERY. 

[Daily  Record,  Jan.  14.  1905.] 

Before  the  members  of  the  Wyoming 
Historical  and  Geological  Society  last 
evening  a  paper  on  "Aboriginal  pot- 
tery of  the  Wyoming  Valley -Susque- 
hanna River  region,"  was  read  by 
Christopher  Wren  of  Plymouth,  who 
has  achieved  a  wide  reputation  for  re- 
search and  knowledge  along  this  line. 

The  paper  showed  the  relation  be- 
tween the  manufacture  of  crude  pot- 
tery by  the  aboriginal  Inhabitants  of 
this  country  and  the  manufacture  of 
the  finer  grades  of  china  and  pottery 
ware  of  the  present  day.  The  speaker 
exhibited  during  the  course  of  his  ad- 
dress a  number  of  samples  of  the 
crude  art  of  the  Indianb,  as  well  as 
samples  of  the  finest  grades  of  china. 
Some  extracts  from  the  paper  are  as 
follows: 

In  discussing  the  subject  of  local 
aboriginal  pottery  it  is  hardly  to  be 
expected  that  anything  new  can  be 
said  on  the  general  subject  of  early 
pottery  which  has  not  already  been 
said  by  the  able  writers  who  have 
treated  the  question.  The  most  that 
can  be  hoped  by  the  writer  Is  to  col- 
lect some  data  which  may  be  of  as- 
sistance in  connecting  the  people  who 
occupied  the  territory  under  discus- 
sion, with  those  of  other  localities,  by 
careful  descriptions  and  Illustrations 
of  specimens  found  along  the  Susque- 
hanna River. 

My  observations  have  led  me  to 
think  that  with  rare  exceptions  the 
local  pottery  bears  a  much  closer  re- 
semblance to  that  of  the  country 
south  of  Wyoming,  as  shown  by  Prof. 
William  H.  Holmes,  than  it  does  to 
the  northern  wares  of  New  York  State 
and  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  as  shown 
by  Rev.  William  H.  Beauchamp.  It 
may  be  that  something  in  the  present 
article  will  "be  of  assistance  to  those 
learned  gentlemen  In  locating  the 
Wyoming  Valley  tribes  more  definitely. 

It  seems  strange  that  a  field  of  re- 
search so  promising  as  the  region  along 
the  Susquehanna  has  had  so  little  at-- 
tention  given  to  It  by  students  of 
archaeology  and  in  the  government  re- 
ports concerning  this  interesting  ssub- 
Ject.  It  may  be  that  this  oversight  is 
accoufited  for    by     the    fact  that  the 
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study  of  the  aborigines  through  their 
weapons,  utensils,  etc.,  is  of  euch  re- 
cent beginning,  and  that  time  will 
remedy  the  apparent  defect. 

With  some  few  exceptions  very  lit- 
tle literature  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  local  aboriginal  pottery  has 
been  given.  The  information  herein 
given  is  almost  entirely  gathered  from 
original  observations  by  the  writer  of 
specimens  of  pottery  in  collections  be- 
longing to  the  society. 

Collectors  quite  frequently  confine 
their  efforts  to  gathering  only  speci- 
mens of  implements  which  have  some 
qualities  of  what  they  consider  beauty, 
either  in  workmanship  or  material, 
and  yet  the  coarser  implements  may 
have  served  quite  as  useful  a  purpose 
in  the  economy  of  living  of  the  people 
who  owned  them,  and  be  quite  as  use- 
ful to  the  students  In  studying  these 
people. 

Perhaps  the  making  of  clay  pottery 
was  the  most  complex  art  with  which 
they  were  acquainted.  In  the  making 
of  crude  pottery  we  see  the  beginning 
of  manufactures;  an  Infant  Industry  If 
there  ever  was  any. 

All  authorities  agree  that  the  time 
at  which  the  plastic  and  fictile  arts 
had  their  beginning  Is  unknown,  and 
that  It  was  In  the  remote  past,  before 
man  began  to  keep  any  written  record 
of  his  doings. 

Most  of  the  discoveries  of  early  man 
were  doubtless  made  accldeei tally.  The 
discovery  of  glassmaklng  Is  supposed 
to  have  been  made  by  accident  by  the 
building  of  a  fire  on  a  sandy  beach. 
The  fact  that  clay  subjected  to  heat 
became  hard  and  changed  In  character, 
fitting  it  for  man's  use,  may  have  been 
discovered  in  some  similar  manner.  It 
Is  remarkable  with  what  persistence 
baked  clay  retains  Its  shape  and  other 
properties;  It  Is  not  subject  to  decay, 
as  all  kinds  of  wood  are,  or  to  rusting, 
which  eats  or  destroys  most  metals. 

It  is  a  far  cry  from  the  simplest 
forms  of  baked  and  burned  clay  to  the 
highest  developments  of  the  art,  and 
yet  In  all  of  Its  degrees  of  crudity  and 
perfection  the  art  is  related.  The  In- 
dian squaw,  seated  on  the  ground, 
wrought  out  her  crude  pottery  with 
her  bare  hands  and  devoted  what  she 
made  simply  to  her  own  use,  while  in 
these  days  great  factories,  patronized 
by  royalty,  are  devoted  to  the  manu- 
facture of  this  ware. 

The  ware  of  this  region  is  not  so 
finely  made  as  that  of  some  other  re- 
gions. Many  writers  deduce  from  this 
that  the  Indians  from  this  region  were 
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of  a  lower  and  less  Intelligent  class 
than  those  of  other  regions  where  finer 
grades  of  pottery  are  found.  This  de- 
duction may  be  correct,  but  in  connec- 
tion with  this  belief  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  the  grade  of  clay 
found  in  this  region  is  not  oo  fine  as 
that  found  in  other  regions. 

The  age  of  the  local  pottery  has  not 
been  stated  with  any  deflniteness  by 
anyone.  Rev.  William  H.  Beauchamp, 
in  speaking  of  the  Iroquois  pottery  of 
New  York,  expresses  the  opinion  that 
it  is  probably  not  more  than  500  years 
old. 

The  discovery  was  made  by  potters 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  that  to  fit 
the  clay  for  uee  it  required  tempering 
with  some  other  material.  This  was 
also  known  by  the  Indians,  and  they 
overcame  the  diflficulty  in  exactly  the 
same  manner  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  their  principal  tempering 
materials  being  pounded  quartz,  shells, 
mica  and  soapstone,  the  latter  two  be- 
ing used  in  the  finer  wares.  The 
exact  manner  of  molding  the  local  pot- 
tery is  unknown.  There  is,  however, 
an  entire  absence  of  indicatione  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  potter's  wheel,  as 
used  by  Europeans.  Almost  all  author!- 
ties  state  that  the  pottery  was  made 
by  the  women  while  smoking  pipes, 
made  of  the  same*  material,  were  made 
by  the  men. 

The  art  of  making  pottery  approach- 
ed more  nearly  to  modern  methods  of 
manufacture  than  any  art  practiced 
by  the  aborigines.  In  decorations  the 
local  wares  follow  some  simple  scheme 
which  was  carried  out  principally  by 
incised  lines  upon  the  soft  clay. 

There  Is  not  as  much  interest  in  the 
works  of  the  native  Americans  as  in 
those  of  early  man  In  Burope  and 
Asia.  This  is  perhaps  natural  because 
they  are  not  as  nearly  related  to  us 
as  the  peoples  of  those  countries,  and 
we  are  not  studying  ancestors  when 
we  devote  attention  to  them. 

The  Indian  Is  fast  passing  from  the 
scene  and  measured  by  the  lives  of 
nations  and  of  peoples  It  will  be  .mty  a 
short  time  until  the  sun  setting  In  the 
West  will  go  down  upon  the  last  rem- 
nant of  this  Interesting  people,  and 
when  he  shall  rise  again  the  next  day 
there  will  be  no  single  specimen  of 
the  American  Indian  living  to  receive 
light  and  heat  from  his  rays. 

Once  in  the  filght  of  ages  past. 

There  lived  a  man; and  who  was  he? 

Mortal,  howe'er  thy  lot  be  caat, 

That  man  reaembled  thee, 
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SKETCH  OF  OLIVER  ELLSWORTH. 

[Daily  Record.  Jan.  17,1906J 

Miss  E.  H.  Rockwell  of  Wlnsted, 
Conn.,  formerly  principal  of  the 
WIlkes-Barre  Institute,  read  before  the 
members  of  the  local  chapter  of  the 
Daugrhters  of  the  American  Revolution 
last  evening  a  most  interesting  paper. 
The  subject  was  "Oliver  Ellsworth  of 
Connecticut,  second  chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  born  1745,  died  1807." 

A  synopsis  of  the  paper  is  herewith 
presented:  As  chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  as  senator,  as  member 
of  the  constitutional  convention,  as  an 
envoy  to  France,  Ellsworth  is  not  as 
conspicuous  for  brilliant  achievements 
as  others  that  have  filled  the  same  po- 
sitions. But  perhaps  no  more  honor- 
able and  useful  man  was  prominent  in 
the  early  councils  of  our  country. 

The  house  In  which  he  lived  and  died  ^ 
at  Windsor,  which  had  been  In  the  pos- 
session of  the  family  since  the  time 
of  his  great-grandfather,  was  present- 
ed to  the  Connecticut  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  In  1902  as  his 
memorial.  It  is  a  spacious  and  attrac- 
tive Colonial  mansion  on  the  banks  of 
the  Connecticut  river  and  in  its  sim- 
plicity and  substantial  character  not 
unfitly  reminds  us  of  his  character. 

He  was  born  at  Windsor  of  a  good 
family,  April  27,  1745.  With  a  view  to 
the  study  of  theology  he  entered  Yale 
College  where  he  remained  two  years, 
but  finished  his  course  at  Princeton.  A 
few  months'  study  of  theology  con- 
vinced him  that  the  bar  rather  than 
the  pulpit  was  suited  to  his  activities, 
and  he,  therefore,  to  the  great  regret 
of  his  father,  changed  the  course  of 
study  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Hartford  County  in  1771. 

After  some  tedious  delays  he  achieved 
success  In  his  profession,  so  that  from 
the  year  1774  no  Important  case  was 
tried  at  the  Hartford  courts  with 
which  he  was  not  connected  and  his 
docket  sometimes  held  from  1,200  to 
1,500  caseo  at  one  time. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Assembly  and  served  on  an  Important 
committee,  called  the  pay  table,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  provide  funds 
for  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

In  1778  he  wa^  sent  as  delegate  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  where  he 
^^s  employed  p?i  many  importfi^nt  cgrn* 
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mittees  for  a  term  of  six  years.  The 
office  of  delegate  to  Congress  at  this 
period  of  the  Revolution  was  no  privi- 
lege. The  enthusiasm  with  which  tlie 
war  had  begun  had  subsided  and  noth- 
ing was  to  be  expected  but  worlc  and 
detraction.  It  was  fortunate  that  res- 
olute men  like  Ellsworth  could  be 
found,  who  might  not  shine  as  de- 
baters but  would  not  yield  to  opposi- 
tion. 

In  1778  he  resigned  this  office  and  re- 
turned to  a  post  that  he  had  previous- 
ly held  as  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Connecticut  He  remained  here 
four  years,  during  which  time  he  re- 
built the  family  mansion,  leaving  it 
essentially  in  the  position  in  which  it 
is  at  present 

It  is  a  large  house  with  a  gable  roof, 
facing  the  west,  with  an  extension  on 
the  south  end  of  equal  height  with  it 
fronted  by  a  veranda  receding  under 
the  eaves  in  the  Colonial  fashion,  with 
a  colonnade  on  a  line  with  the  front 
of  the  house.  He  loved  this  home  and 
was  wont  to  say  that  it  was  the.pleas- 
antest  place,  in  the  pleasantest  town, 
in  the  beet  State,  in  the  best  country 
in  the  world. 

These  four  years  were  perhaps  the 
pleasantest  4ays  of  his  life.  They  end- 
ed in  1787,  at  his  election  to  the  con- 
vention whose  work  it  was  to  form  the 
Constitution.  The  main  controversy, 
as  is  well  known,  in  this  convention 
was  between  federal  supremacy  and 
State  rights.  The  larger  States  con- 
tended that  both  houses  of  Congress 
should  be  chosen  on  the  basis  of  popu- 
lation; the  smaller  States,  that  an 
equal  number  should  be  chosen  from 
each  State.  After  much  discussion 
EUlsworth  proposed  what  is  known  as 
the  "Connecticut  compromise,"  by 
which  the  larger  of  the  two  houses 
was  chosen  according  to  the  population 
and  the  smaller  composed 'of  an  equal 
number  from  each  State,  the  system 
upon  which  the  colony  of  Connecticut 
had  been  governed  for  100  years. 

By  his  pertinacity,  adroitness  and 
good  temper  he  was  admirably  fitted 
for  a  leader  and  succeeded  at  last  in 
securing  the  adoption  of  his  proposi- 
tion. 

In  1798  the  new  constitution  went 
into  operation,  with  'Washington  as 
President  a4id  Jay  as  chief  justice. 
Ellsworth  was  one  of  the  senators  from 
Connecticut  and,  as  always,  when  he 
formed   part  of     a     deliberative  body. 
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served  on  important  committees.  He 
became  a  firm  member  of  the  Federal 
party  and  his  name  is  connected  with 
most  of  its  measures.  The  organisa- 
tion of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  which 
the  constitution  had  provided  in  a  most 
indefinite  manner,  was  mainly  his 
work. 

In  1796,  after  Jay's  retirement  from 
office,  he  became  chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States.  A  great  variety  of 
cases,  some  involving  the  greatest 
principles  of  international  law.  were 
brought  before  him  and  decided  not 
only  by  his  professional  eruditiQn  but 
by  his  plain  and  practical  common 
sense.  The  extreme  brevity  of  his  re- 
corded opinions  prevents  his  Judicial 
capacity  from  being  fully  appreciated, 
but  while  a  ready  and  active  speaker, 
he  was  never  an  easy  writer  and  seem- 
ed to  think  it  the  business  of  the  chief 
Justice  to  express  rather  than  defend 
his  decision. 

In  the  second  year  of  Adams's  ad- 
ministration Chief  Justice  Ellsworth 
was  appointed  with  two  others  as  en- 
voys to  France  to  attempt  a  settle- 
ment of  claims  with  that  government. 
The  Federalists  opposed  the  sending  of 
the  mission,  but  Ellsworth,  though  a 
good  Federalist,  was  not  an  extreme 
one  and  saw  the  advantage  to  our 
country  of  commercial  relations  with 
France. 

The  voyage  of  the  commissioners 
lasted  twenty-four  days,  during  which 
time  a  change  occurred  in  the  French 
government,  by  which  the  directorate 
was  overthrown  and  Napoleon  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  State.  The  envoys 
were  received  by  Napoleon  with  great 
respect  but  negotiations  soon  proved 
that  the  claims  of  each  nation  were  ir- 
reconcilable. In  these  circumstances 
the  envoys  thought  bef«t  to  secure  a 
modus  vlvendum  by  the  establishment 
of  a  commercial  treaty,  passing  by  for 
the  present  the  rival  claims.  The  terms 
of  this  treaty  were  not  unfavorable  to 
the  United  States,  giving  an  impetus  to 
trade  and  establishing  relations  with 
France  which  made  the  Louisiana 
purchase,  later,  possible.  But  the 
postponement,  which  actually  meant 
the  abandonment  of  the  spoliation 
claims,  raised  a  storm  of  dissatisfac- 
tion in  America.  Ellsworth  himself 
said  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  were 
by  no  means  such  as  the  United  States 
should  have  received,  or  the  FYench 
granted,  but  that  it  was  the  best 
treaty  possible  under  the  drcum' 
•toncei. 
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Adams  regarded  it  aa  the  most  suc- 
cessful action  of  his  administration  and 
after  the  excitement  ceased  the  justi- 
fication was  felt  to  be  the  same  as  the 
Jay  treaty  with  EIngrland,  that  nothing 
better  could  have  been  obtained. 

Mr.  EUlsworth's  health  had  suffered 
from  the  fatigue  of  business  and  jour- 
neyings,  and  resigning  his  position  cls 
chief  justice  he  returned  to  his  home 
In  Connecticut,  where  he  lived  for  five 
years,  engaged  in  public  business  of 
the  State.  But  his  health  never  recov- 
ering, he  died  Nov.  26,  1807. 


DEATH    ,0F     MAJOR    J.     RIDQWAY 
WRIGHT. 

IDaily  Record.  Jan.  21.  1906.] 

The  city  waa  startled  yesterday  when 
a  telegraphic  report  from  Kew  York 
City  announced  the  fact  that  Major  J. 
Ridgway  Wright,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  residents  of  this  city,  had 
died  from  a  bullet  wound  sustained  in 
hla  rooms  at  the  Hotel  Imperial  The 
wound  was  inflicted  at  5:40  o'clock  in 
the  morning  and  he  died  shortly  after 
noon. 

Major  Wright  had  been  in  New  York 
City  for  a  long  time  in  connection  with 
some  business  matters  in  which  he  was 
interested  and  made  his  headquarters 
at  the  Hotel  Imperial.  He  had  been 
suffering  greatly  with  a  rheumatic  ail- 
ment which  caused  him  intense  pain 
and  was  under  treatment  at  the  handa 
of  Dr.  Howard  A.  Pardee  of  that  place. 

Maj.  Wright  was  a  member  of  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  the  Wyoming 
Valley  and  wa»  connected  with  a  nuro^ 
ber  of  the  more  prominent  families  of 
to-day.  He  was  born  in  Wilkes-Barre 
on  July  7,  1866.  He  was  the  son  of  the 
late  Harrison  and  Emily  Wright  His 
father,  Harrison  Wright,  was  a  brother 
of  the  late  Hendrick  B.  Wright,  who 
rose  to  a  distinguished  position  in  poli- 
tics and  law.  Harrison  Wright  him- 
self was  one  of  the  most  noted  lawyers 
Luzerne  County  has  ever  had. 

Maj.  Wright's  ancestors  on  the  fath- 
er's side  came  to  this  country  In  1681 
from  England  and  founded  the  village 
of  Wrightsvllle,  Burlington  County,  N. 
J.  The  first  of  the  family  in  this 
country,  John  Wright,  held  a  commis- 
sion as  justice  of  the  peace  and  cap- 
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tain  of  militia  under  the  royal  seal  of 
KiBT  Charles  II.  Caleb  Wright,  a 
grandson  of  John,  removed  to  a  point 
near  Sbickshinny^  which  was  then 
known  aa  Bttwiuehanna  County,  in  1795, 
but  returned  to  New  Jersey  In  1811. 
When  he  returned  he  left  in  this  sec- 
tion one  son,  Joseph,  who  had  married 
and  set  up  a  small  mercantile  business 
within  the  present  limits  of  Plymouth, 
which  was  at  that  time  called  Shawnee. 
Here  he  remained  for  many  years,  al- 
thouerh  he  did  not  continue  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  a4iy  lengrth  of  time, 
but  devoted  most  of  his  attention  to 
his  farm,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
influential  of  the  early  citizens  of 
Plymouth. 

The  Wright  family  had  always  be- 
longed to  the  Quakers  or  Friends,  ajid 
Joseph  adhered  to  their  religion  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  married  El- 
len, the  daughter  of  John  Hendrick, 
and  there  were  bom  to  them  three 
sons:  Hon.  Hendi*ick  B.  Wright,  being 
the  oldest;  Caleb  E.  and  also  Harrison, 
the  father  of  J.  RIdgway  Wright,  all 
of  whom  became  noted  lawyers.  Har- 
rison Wright  was  also  honored  with  a 
seat  in  the  legislature,  where  he  at- 
tained considerable  distinction.  The 
mother  of  J.  Ridgway  Wright  was  be- 
fore marriage  family  Cist,  a  descendant 
of  Charles  Cist,  a  German  physician  of 
great  wealth,  who  had  been  a  resident 
of  St.  Petersburg,  but  whose  liberal 
tendencies  were  too  pronounced  for  the 
government  and  he  was  accordingly 
banished  to  Siberia  and  his  immense 
wealth  was  conflscated.  He  escaped 
from  Siberia  said  emigrated  to  this 
country  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance. He  was  a  man  of  remarkable 
education  and  for  many  years  was  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  pub- 
lished a  newspaper  and  also  brought 
out  several  books.  MaJ.  Wright's 
grandmother  on  the  maternal  side  was 
a  daughter  of  Judge  Matthias  Hollen- 
back,  an  ensign  and  one  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  bloody  massacre  that 
took  place  in  front  of  Fort  Wintermute 
on  July  3,  1778. 

Major  Wright's  career  has  been  an 
interesting  one  and  he  has  occupied  a 
prominent  position  in  the  social,  busi- 
ness and  political  life  of  this  city,  also 
having  attained  a  high  position  in  the 
National  Guard.  He  was  educated  in 
public  schools  of  this  city  and  at 
Princeton,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  a  class  of  130. 
among  whom  was  Woodrow  Wilson, 
the  present  president  of  Princeton. 
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After  being  graduated  from  Prince- 
ton he  entered  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Here  he  remained  one  year,  after 
which,  in  company  with  Sylvanus 
Ayres  and  Samuel  Newhouse  of  this 
city,  he  went  to  Leadville,  Colorado. 
He  entered  into  the  coal  business  in 
that  city  and  remained  there  for  two 
years,  when,  seeing  opportunities  of 
grreater  dimensions  in  New  Orleans,  he 
went  to  that  city  and  was  ensraged  in 
selling  mines.  He  remained  there  for 
one  year  and  later  removed  to  Lead- 
ville, where  he  took  a  position  as  sec- 
retary of  a  mining  company,  with  of- 
fices in  New  York  City.  He  occupied 
this  position  for  a  year  and  then  re- 
signed and  returned  to  Wilkes -Barre, 
after  having  amassed  a  considerable 
fortune. 

After  his  return  to  this  city  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  political  life  and 
was  interested  in  a  number  of  busi- 
ness enterprises. 

In  1886  he  was  elected  to  represent 
this  district  in  the  legislature,  being 
unanimously  nominated  for  the  oflBce 
and  being  elected  by  a  handsome  ma- 
jority. He  made  an  excellent  record 
in  the  legislature,  but  declined  a  re- 
nomination  for  the  office. 

He  was  also  a  candidate  for  the 
State  Senate,  but  was  defeated  by  Sen- 
ator Kline. 

In  1892  he  was  elected  to  the  city 
council  of  this  city,  and  when  Wilkes- 
Barre  became  a  city  of  the  third  class 
he  was  again  chosen.  He  was  the 
president  of  the  lower  branch  of  coun- 
cils and  made  many  friends  while  act- 
ing in  that  capacity.  He  also  con- 
ducted the  Democratic  county  cam- 
paign in  1892,  which  proved  to  be  suc- 
cessful. In  this  campaign  the  Ma- 
jor's own  personality  gained  many 
votes  for  his  party  candidates. 

In  1902  he  was  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  mayor  and  put  up  a  strong 
fight  for  this  office,  but  was  defeated. 
During  that  campaign  his  health  began 
to  fail  and  he  has  been  under  almost 
continuous  treatment  since  that  time. 

For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  61,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  was  the 
first  illustrious  potentate  of  Irem  Tem- 
ple, of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  Shekinah  Chapter  and 
Dleu  le  Veut  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar. 

He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
D.  Ninth  Regt.,  N.  G.  P.,  and  within  a 
short  time  received  a  commission  as 
second  lieutenant  of  the  company.    He 
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was  later  appointed  adjutant  of  the 
regiment  with  the  rank  of  first  lieuten- 
ant. In  1890  he  was  api>ointed  major 
and  Inspector  of  the  Third  Brigrade. 
His  commission  expired  in  1896,  and 
after  refusing  another  term  he  was 
placed  on  the  retired  list. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  University 
Club  of  New  York  City  and  of  the  Wy- 
oming Valley  Country  Club  and  West- 
moreland Club  of  this  city. 

He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Wyoming  Historical  and 
Geological  Society.  In  1886  and  1886 
he  was  the  recording  secretary  of  the 
society,  and  from  1887  to  1889  he  was 
librarian.  In  1894  he  was  made  cur- 
ator of  archaeologry  and  since  1899  has 
been  a  vice  president  of  the  society. 

Major  Wright  was  married  to  Miss 
Stella  Rieman  of  Baltimore,  by  whom 
he  is  survived,  together  with  one  son. 
Harrison.  He  Is  also  survived  by  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  Dr.  GJeorge  W.  Guthrie 
and  Mrs.  Josephine  Wright  Hillman  of 
Wilkes -Barre.  Col.  W.  J.  Harvey  is 
a  brother-in-law. 

By  the  unanimous  judgment  of  every- 
body who  knew  him— there  was  only 
one  "Ridge"  Wright.  He  had  simply 
hosts  of  friefkia  He  won  them,  not 
with  a  conacious  effort  of  doing  90. 
but  because  his  nature  was  00  kindly, 
so  radiant,  so  full  of  good  fellowcphip 
that  he  attracted  people  irresistibly. 
He  waa  the  very  life  and  pulse  of 
many  a  gathering— and  the  feeling  to- 
ward him  of  those  who  came  into  dose 
personal  touch,  was  a  little  beyond 
what  we  call  friendship — it  was  nearer 
afTectlon  than  anything  else.  The 
family  characteristic  of  innate  demoo* 
racy,  of  charitable  construction  of  the 
acts  of  others,  of  a  generous  estimate 
of  others,  of  a  catholic  taste  in  selec- 
tion of  friends,  of  the  sincere,  hearty 
way  of  being  friendly  in  general,  in 
all  these  he  was  a  Wright.  These 
qualities  are  rather  rare.  With  most 
people  oversensltlveness  or  suspicion 
contrive  occasionally  to  put  bad 
motives  into  the  actions  of  others.  To 
be  free  from  pt»tty  meanness  Is  to  ac- 
quit others  of  it,  and  Mr.  Wright  was 
able  in  most  instances  to  put  the 
kindliest  construction  on  the  acts  of 
his  acquaintances.  There  is  nothing  to 
be  said  about  him  truer  than  this— 
that  when  he  was  a  member  of  a  party 
of  friends  the  ball  kept  rolling  with  a 
tide  of  geniality  and  good  cheer.  He 
loved  good,  hearty,  healthy  fun— fun 
without  bitterness— fun  without  any  of 
the  tainted  things  that  generally  char- 
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acterize  what  we  know  as  a  practical 
Joke.  Take  that  delightful  bit  of  non- 
sense  in  which  he  flgrured  not  so  very 
long  ago— the  "Deasley  Family,"  so 
called.  What  could  have  been  more 
relished,  more  hearty,  more  absolutely 
without  any  of  the  eting  that  certain 
kinds  of  nonsense  are  likely  to  leave? 
And  yet  with  all  this  complaisance  of 
friendship  he  also  had  a  certain  de- 
termination— ^a  sticking  to  an  idea — 
very  often  right  and  not  infrequently, 
like  most  mortals,  wrongs— but  still  he 
stuck  to  what  he  had  figured  out  as 
the  right  view.  He  was  no  supple 
twig  to  be  bent  at  will  by  the  opinions 
of  others  when  a  real  subject  of  con- 
troversy aroee.  He  had  individuality 
In  this,  as  in  most  things. 

He  had  been  at  one  time  and  another 
identified  with  many  of  the  prominent 
institution©  of  Wilkes-Barre.  He  had 
been  actively  interested  in  the  Histor- 
ical Society;  was  one  of  the  oldest 
miembers  of  the  Malt  C?lub— the  fore- 
runner of  the  Westmoreland— to  which 
latter  he  also  belonged.  He  had  also 
a  membership  In  several  fraternal  or- 
ganizations and  he  has  frequently 
taken  the  chair  of  the  exalted  ruler  of 
the  Liod^e  of  Eilks  at  the  large  public 
functions.  He  was  a  Bohemian  in  the 
real  sense— the  sense  of  finding  friends 
at  large  who  interested  him  and  who 
were  Interesting.  His  was  a  nature 
far  too  large  to  confine  itself  within 
narrow  social  limits. 

He  was  one  of  the  members  for 
years  of  the  old  Krankless  Quartet, 
and  was  a  singer  of  enthusiasm,  espec- 
ially in  male  quartet  work.  He  was 
veiy  fond  of  it,  and  his  voice  was  al- 
ways a  great  addition  to  the  musical 
"meets."  This  personal  popularity  of 
his  dates  from  hJs  very  childhood.  He 
was  popular  as  a  boy.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  i)opular  men  of  bis  class  at 
Prmceton — the  class  of  '79.  And  he 
kept  up  until  very  recently  many  of 
his  college  friendships,  including  a 
personal  relationship  of  cordial  nature 
with  his  college  classmate,  Woodrow 
Wilson,  now  president  of  Princeton. 

Three  years  ago  he  was  a  candidate 
for  mayor,  and  the  recognition  of  his 
fitness  for  that  oflUce — because  of  in- 
timate knowledge  of  the  workings  of 
city  council,  and  his  wide  personal  pop- 
ularity would  have  carried  him 
through,  had  it  not  been  for  an  un- 
fortunate crossing  of  interests,  and 
the  splitting  up  of  votes  among  sev- 
eral candidates,  in  which  process  he 
was  the  principal  sufferer.  He  worked 
through  that  campaign  like  a  Trojan. 
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YAf^KEES   WERE    REBELS. 

(Pally  Record,  Jan.  28,  1906.] 

To  U9  of  1905  it  seems  odd  to  read  of 
the  Wyoming  patriots  of  1778  as 
"rebels,"  and  yet  that  is  what  they 
were  called.  There  is  a  document  in 
the  British  Museum  (Haldlman  Papers) 
which  is  reproduced  in  the  Genealogical 
Quarterly  Magas&ine,  vol.  2,  No.  2,  p.  151, 
grlvingr  what  is  called  a  "Return  of 
Rebel  Prisoners,  15  Nov.  1778,  showing 
age,  residence,  (Jate  and  place  of  cap- 
ture:" 

There  appear  the  names  of  15  patri- 
ots who  were  captured  by  the  British 
in  the  Wyoming  region  during  the  year 
of  the  massacre  of  1778,  and  the  names 
are  appended.  The  exact  place  of  cap- 
ture is  not  given,  but  most  are  located 
either  on  the  Susquehanna  or  the  Dela- 
ware rivers  in  the  Connecticut  county 
of  Westmoreland  In  northeastern 
Pennsylvania. 

John  Ellis.  37,  Bast  Town  [Easton], 
Penn.;  7  Aug.,  *78,  Cocketockin,  Dela- 
ware. Not  in  arms.  [Cochecton  on 
Delaware  River.] 

Tlmo.  Dory,  22,  Westmoreland,  Conn. ; 
22  Aug.,  '78,  Susquehanna,  Delaware 
[River]. 

Jas.  Whitney,  36,  Dunstable.  Mass.; 
5  June,  Susquehanna,  Delaware  [River]. 

Tlmo.  Pearse,  39,  Wetrtmoreland, 
Conn.;  6  June,  Susquehanna,  Delaware. 

Jofi.  Budd,  22,  Long  Island;  6  June, 
Susquehanna,  Delaware. 

Stephen  Kimball,  20,  Preston,  Conn.; 
4  July,  Delaware  River. 

Jas.  Calloway,  22;  Bedford,  Va.;  8 
Feb.,  on  Ohio.    In  arms. 

Jas.  Cooler,  19,  Springfield,  Mass.;  80 
May.  Coberskell,  Delaware.  [Coblesklll, 
Delaware  River.] 

Jona  Johnson.  20,  Weetford,  Mass.; 
30  May,  Coberskell,  I>elaware. 

Cornelius  Kuf ,  20,  Georgetown.  Mass. ; 
Susquehanna,  20  June,  Coberskell.  Del- 
aware. 

John  Benjamin,  20,  Northumberland, 
Pa.;  Susquehanna.  Delaware. 

Andrew  Sherard,  19,  Westmoreland, 
Conn.;  11  July.  Lackawanna  River.  Not 
in  arms. 

Jas.  Huff,  42,  Westmoreland.  Conn.; 
3  July,  Lackawack  River.    Not  in  arms. 

Dan.  Walling,  22.  Westmoreland, 
Conn.;  5  June,  Susquehanna.  Not  in 
arms. 

John  M'Phattage.  21,  Westmoreland, 
Conn.;  22  Aug.    Not  in  arms. 

John  Kertell,  25,  Westmoreland,  Conn. 
Gave  himself  up  at  Oswegatchle;  was 
formerly  a  soldier  In  Royal  Americans, 
but  obtained  his  discharge. 
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EARLY    MERCHANDISING    IN 

WILKE8-BARRRE. 

[Dally  Record,  Jan.  26.  190&.] 

In  a  former  historiccU  column  (His- 
torical Record,  vol.  2,  page  160)  was 
given  some  account  of  the  business 
dealings  of  John  Stoddart  of  Philadel- 
phia, 1817,  1818  and  1819  with  the  in- 
terior. He  had  a  branch  store  at 
Wilkes- Barre  and  another  at  Bath.  N. 
Y.  He  had.  in  1815,  erected  a  costly 
flouring  mill  at  present  Stoddartsville, 
then  called  falls  of  the  Lehigh,  a  pro- 
ject which  was  of  the  highest  service 
to  Luzerne  County,  as  it  enabled  the 
farmers  to  dispose  of  their  wheat  at 
that  point  instead  of  being  compelled 
as  formerly  to  haul  it  forty  miles  fur- 
ther to  E:aston.  Here  are  some  of  the 
Stoddart  records  of  those  early  days: 


"List  of  loading  sent  to  Wilkes-Barre 
by  John  Riggle's  team  for  John  Stod- 
dart, Phila.,  1  hhd.  coffee  mills,  1  hhd. 
rum,  1  pipe  gin,  2  kegs  tobacco,  5  rolls 
tobacco.  1  stove  and  pipe  to  be  left  at 
Lehigh.  Total  weight  3,800  pounds.  To 
be  paid  in  lumber,  Phila™,  Oct.  30,  1817. 

"Aug.  12.  1818.  Sent  from  Phila.,  to 
store  in  Wilkes-Barre:  8  doz.  black  tea 
pots  at  1.80  per  dozen;  1  dozen  quart 
mugs  at  60  cents  per  dozen. 

"Phila.,  Aug.  25,  1^18.  Sent  from 
store  at  Wilkes-Barre  to  John  Stod- 
dart: 5  bbls.  shad,  at  $12  per  barrel. 
Wheat  selling  here  now  at  $1.75  to  1.90 
and  is  expected  to  be  lower  every  day." 

As  usual.  John  Stoddart  signs  his 
letter  to  his  agent.  "I  am  with  respect 
your  friend  and  humble  servant." 

"List  of  loading  sent  by  John  Pul- 
mer's  team  from  Philadelphia  to 
Wilkes-Barre,  Oct.  16,  1817:  includes 
1  hd.  spirits,  1  tierce  wine,  1  hhd. 
brandy,  glassware,  rice,  blankbooks. 
candles,  spigots,  shades  and  shovels, 
red  wood  and  powder.  To  be  paid  for 
in  shingles  at  Lehigh  at  |8  per  thous- 
and. 

"Jan.  7.  1819.  John  W.  Fowler,  the 
agent  at  Bath.  N.  Y.,  writes  to  Caleb 
Kendall,  manager  of  the  Wilkes-Barre 
store,  paying  $100  on  account  and  want- 
ing frying  pans,  liquors  and  tobacco. 
He  was  buying  produce  pretty  briskly 
and  would  have  a  large  quantity  of 
oats  to  boat  to  Wilkes-Barre  by  March. 

"Phila.,  Oct.  28,  1818.  John  Stoddart 
cautions  Mr.  Kendall  against  unmar- 
ketable money  and  against  trusting. 
'I  never  knew  money  so  scarce  as  it  is 
in  Philadelphia  this  several  years,  and 
goods  of  all  kinds  are  higher." 
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The  rate  of  hauling  freight  by  wagon 
from  Philadelphia  to  Wllkes-Barre 
was  |2  per  hundred  pounds. 

•^May  27.  1819.  bill  of  Gould  Phlnney 
for  228  plates  of  tin  worked  for  house, 
at  25c  per   plate,  $87.00. 

"Stoddartsvllle.  Feb.  2,  1818.  W.  R. 
Snyder  draws  order  on  Caleb  Kendall 
for  a  load  of  grain  and  also  money 
enough  to  bear  his  expenses  to  Phila- 
delphia.   For  John  Stoddart. 

"Stoddartsvllle,  July  8,  1819.  Isaac 
Stoddart  sends  to  Mr.  Kendall  for 
muslin,  baize,  dark  gingham,  barrel  of 
coffee,  barrel  of  sugar  and  one  yard  of 
Jacklnett." 

■  ^  ■ 

EARLY     MILLINERY     IN     WILKE8- 
BARRE. 

[Dally  Record,  Jan.  26,  1905.] 

Here  Is  a  copy  of  an  advertisement 
taken  out  of  the  Wllkes-Barre  Gleaner 
In  1812: 

••MILLINERY. 
••The  subscriber  informs  the  pub- 
lic that  she  has  opened  a  Millin- 
ery Shop  on  Bank  street,  next 
door  above  the  Bank,  where  she 
Intends  to  keep  an  assortment  of 
Bonnets.  Caps.  Gloves.  Handker- 
chiefs. Ribbons,  etc.,  and  all  the 
articles  attached  to  Millinery. 
"The  subscriber  flatters  herself 
that  she  will  be  remembered  by 
her  friends. 

"Her  Methodist  friends  will  be  ac- 
commodated with  plain,  neat  caps 
and   bonnets.    Ladles  living  at  a 
distance  can  have  bonnets  sent  in 
boxes,   as   there  are  frequent  op- 
portunities.   As    this    is    the    first 
shop     of    the     kind    In     Luzerne 
County,   she  hopes  ladles   will  be 
liberal    In     encouraging    the     at- 
tempt, and  the  more  so  as  her  cir- 
cumstances  are   known   to   be   In- 
digent,  they  will  have  the  pleas- 
ant reflection  that  their  money  Is 
well  disposed  of." 
The  keeper  of  this,  the  flrst  millinery 
establishment  In  Wllkes-Barre.  was  the 
mother  of  James   Augustus   Gordon,   a 
member  of  the  Luzerne  Bar,  now  dead. 
He     was  an     indefatigable  student     of 
local    affairs    and    Intended    writing    a 
history,  though  the  purpose  was  never 
carried  out,  further  than  that  he  wrote 
an  elaborate  series  of  historical  articles 
for  the  local  papers  in  1878.    It  was  said 
that  he  had  gathered  much  additional 
local  data,  which  he  was  wont  to  bring 
to    Wllkes-Barre.    and    on    one    of    his 
trips  here  he  lost  his  papers  and  could 
never  find  them. 
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WILKE8-BARRRE    ONE    HUNDRED 
YEARS   OLD. 

PXily  Record,  Jan.  26,  1906.] 

Are  you  aware  that  Wllkes-Barre  a» 
an  incorporated  body  will  be  one  hun- 
dred years  old  on  the  17  th  of  March, 
1906?  Here  is  a  chance  for  a  celebra* 
tlon  which  ought  to  be  made  a  great 
event  and  which  ought  to  be  supported 
by  all  classes,  nationalities  and  de- 
nominations. 

It  has  been  a  great  many  years  since 
Wilkes- Barre  has  been  the  scene  of  any 
general  anniversary  of  local  or  na- 
tional importance  and  for  that  reason 
the  one  propsed  for  next  year  ought  to 
be  entered  into  the  more  enthusiastical- 
ly. Not  since  the  celebration  of  Col- 
umbus Day.  which  was  held  in  1892, 
has  there  been  any  general  demonstra- 
tion, and  perhaps  the  most  notable 
celebration  that  has  ever  been  hold  in 
this  vicinity  was  that  held  in  1878  in 
honor  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
Wyoming  Massacre.  This  was  an  event 
of  national  interest  and  was  attended 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
with  members  of  his  cabinet,  the  gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  and  other  high 
officials  of  State  and  nation. 

Great  preparations  were  made  for 
this  event.  The  Presidential  party  was 
made  up  as  follows:  President  Ruth- 
erford B.  Hayes  and  Mrs.  Hayes;  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  John  Sherman; 
Attorney  General  Devens;  Mrs.  SoUace. 
guest  of  the  President;  B.  A.  Hayes 
and  W.  C.  Hayes,  sons  of  the  Presi- 
dent; O.  L.  Pruden,  assistant  secretary 
to   the  President,   and  Mr.   Crump. 

The  Gubernatorial  party  was  com- 
posed of  Governor  and  Mrs.  Hartranft, 
their  two  young  daughters,  Misses 
Marian  and  Annie,  and  sons,  Samuel 
and  Linn;  Chester  N.  Farr,  private  sec- 
retary to  the  governor;  Hon.  James  P. 
Sterrett,  H.  B.  Howland  of  Indianapolis 
and  the  following  members  of  the  gov- 
ernor's staff:  Gen.  J.  R.  Coxe,  surgeon 
general  J.  B.  Compton,  Col.  D.  S.  Has- 
singer.  Col.  R.  R.  Campion.  Col.  Charles 
C.  Knight,  Col.  George  H.  North,  Col. 
E.  B.  Young,  Col.  John  W.  Schall. 
There  were  also  present  at  Wyoming 
as  spectators  about  twenty-five  mem- 
bers of  the  tribe  of  Onondaga  Indians. 
Addresses  were  given  by  Hon.  Hen- 
drick  B.  Wright,  then  &  member  of 
Congress  from  this  district.  E.  L. 
Dana,  C.  I.  A.  Chapman,  President 
Hayes,  Steuben  Jenkins,  Rev.  W.  P. 
Abbot  and  a  number  of  others;  original 
poems  were  read,  original  hymns  were 
•unf  ima  Xti^  eY?nt  wf^s  i^tt^n4e<l  by 
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thousands  of  people  from  all  parts  of 
this  State  and  New  York  State,  many 
of  these  latter  forming:  parties  and 
floating  down  the  river  on  rafts. 

Now  why  may  not  the  Wilkes-Barre 
of  to-day  have  a  celebration  on  a  sim- 
ilar acale? 

The  occasion  might  be  made  an  "old 
home  day,"  such  as  proved  so  success- 
ful in  some  of  the  New  England  States 
a  year  or  two  ago,  in  which  all  of  the 
living  persona  who  had  ever  been  resi- 
dents of  the  town  and  who  had  since 
achieved  fame,  or  even  though  they 
had  not  achieved  any  particular  honor, 
were  invited  and  urged  to  pay  a  visit 
to  their  old  home  and  take  part  in  the 
exercises  gotten  up  for  the  occasion.  In 
some  cases  the  festivities  were  kept 
up  for  a  whole  week  and  hundreds  of 
former  residents  made  visits  to  the  old 
home  town  and  had  a  creat  reunion. 
This  could  be  done  In  Wilkes-Barre  as 
well  as  anywhere  else,  as  there  are 
hundreds  of  former  residents  who  are 
scattered  all  over  the  United  States, 
many  of  whom  have  achieved  consider- 
able honor  in  the  places  where  they 
now  reside. 

Then  the  affair  might  be  taken  up  by 
the  business  men  of  the  town  and  used 
to  great  advantage  in  advertising  the 
city.  The  Board  of  Trade  ought  to  be- 
come Interested  in  such  a  celebration 
and  a  brochure  something  similar  to 
that  recently  gotten  out,  and  which 
was  an  admirable  advertisement  of  the 
city,  might  be  carried  to  all  parts  of 
the  United  States  by  the  visitors  to  the 
celebration.  A  history  of  the  develop- 
ment of  Wilkes-Barre  and  her  indus- 
tries during  the  last  hundred  years 
would  make  a  record  of  remarkable 
and  substantial  development. 


Wilkes-Barre.  as  a  settlement,  is  the 
oldest  town  in  northeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, being  now  nearly  136  years  old. 
The  following  little  history  of  the  early 
settlement  and  incorporation  of  the 
present  city  is  taken  from  the  bro- 
chure recently  published  by  the  Board 
of  Trade: 

Read  what  Prof.  Silliman  of  Yale  Col- 
lege wroto  seventy-flve  years  ago  (in 
1830)  relative  to  our  town  and  valley, 
shortly  after  he  had  made  an  extended 
.  visit  here: 

"An  active  and  intelligent  population 
fills  the  country.  Their  buildings  and 
farms  bear  witness  to  their  industry 
and  skill.  Several  villages  or  clusters 
of  houses  give  variety  to  the  scene, 
and  Wilkes-Barre,  a  regular  and  well 
))uUt  l^rough  haying  1,000  pr  1.200  in* 
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habitants,  with  churches,  ministers, 
academy,  able  teachers  and  schools, 
and  with  many  enligrhtened,  moral  and 
cultivated  people,  furnishes  an  agree- 
able resting  place  to  the  traveler.  In 
a  word,  splendid  and  beautiful  in  the 
scenery  of  Its  mountains,  rlvera,  fields 
and  meadows;  rich  in  the  most  pro- 
ductive agriculture;  possessed  by  the 
still  surviving  veterans  and  by  the 
descendants  of  a  high  minded  race  of 
men;  full  of  the  most  interesting  his- 
torical associations,  and  of  scenes  of 
warfare,  where  the  precious  blood  of 
fathers,  husbands  and  sons  so  often 
moistened  their  own  fields,  the  Valley 
of  Wyoming  will  always  remain  one 
of  the  moat  attractive  regions  to  every 
intelligent    and    patriotic   American." 

Wllkes-Barre  was  laid  out  and  set- 
tled In  the  summer  of  1769  by  a  body  of 
New  England  men — chiefly  from  Con- 
necticut—under the  auspieces  of  "The 
Connecticut  Susquehanna  Company," 
but  under  the  Immediate  leadership 
and  "presidency"  of  Major  John  Dur- 
kee  of  Norwich,  Connecticut.  Major 
Durkee  coined,  and  bestowed  upon  the 
infant  settlement  shortly  after  it  w€w 
founded,  the  unique  name  which  ever 
since  has  been  borne  by  our  town.  It 
is  compounded  of  the  surnames  of  Col. 
John  Wilkes  and  Col.  Isaac  Barre, 
prominent  and  distinguished  citizens 
of  Great  Britain,  who  were  steadfast 
friends  and  zealous  advocates  of  the 
rights  of  the  American  Colonies  during 
the   troublous   times   of  1765-83. 

By  an  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Leg- 
islature passed  Sept.  25,  1786,  Luzerne 
County  was  erected  and  Wllkes-Barre 
was  designated  as  the  county  seat. 
On  March  17,  1806,  the  "town  plot"  or 
village  (together  with  a  part  of  the 
township)  of  Wllkes-Barre  was  incor- 
porated into  the  Borough  of  Wllkes- 
Barre  by  the  State  Legislature. 

Following  are  a  few  facts  taken  from 
the  history  of  Wllkes-Barre,  which  was 
compiled  by  Oscar  Jewell  Harvey  and 
oublished  for  the  first  time  at  the  con- 
clave of  Knights  Templar  held  in  this 
city  in  1900: 

According  to  the  eleventh  United 
States  census  Wllkes-Barre  numbered 
among  its  population  more  persons  of 
large  fortune  than  any  other  city  In 
Pennsylvania— Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burg only  excepted. 

In  February.  1808.  Judge  Jesse  Fell 
of  Wllkes-Barre  discovered,  as  the  re- 
sult of  an  experiment,  that  "the  com- 
mon stone  coal  of  the  valley"  could  be 
burned  in  a  grate  in  an  ordinary  fire- 
place. For  many  years  it  was  gener- 
ally   believed,   without   any   suggestion 
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to  the  contrary,  that  Judge  Fell  was 
the  first  person,  anywhere,  to  ascertain 
that  anthracite  coal  could  be  used  for 
domestic  purposes;  but  some  years  ago 
it  was  learned  that  three  or  four  years 
before  Mr.  Fell  made  his  experiment 
anthracite  coal  had  been  burned  in  a 
"closed  stove  and  also  in  a  fireplace 
that  may  be  opened  and  closed  at  pleas- 
ure" by  certain  experimenters  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  who  soon  after 
recounted  their  successes  in  letters  to 
some  of  their  friends,  which  letters  are 
now  in  the  possession  of  tne  Wyoming 
Historical  Society. 

The  material  prosperity  and  progress 
of  Wilkes- Barre  from  about  1853  to  1880 
were  largely,  if  not  entirely,  dependent 
upon  the  mining  and  shipping  of  an- 
thracite coal.  Within  the  past  twenty 
years,  however,  numerous  diversified 
remunerative  industries  have  either 
been  newly  established  within  the  town 
or  have  been  gradually  enlarged  and 
built  up  from  small  and  earlier  be- 
ginnings here.  Many  of  these  indus- 
tries are  of  considerable  importance, 
and  some  of  them  are  among  the 
largest  of  their  kind  the  country. 

Thirty-four  years  ago  Justice  Agnew 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  a  post  prandial  speech  which  he 
made  here  in  our  town,  proposed  this 
toast:  "Wilkes-Barre— underlaid  with 
an  untold  wealth  of  black  diamonds; 
overlaid  with  hospitality,  cultivation 
and  beauty."  To-day,  with  far  greater 
truth  than  then,  our  town  may  be  de- 
scribed by  the  same  words. 

Wilkes-Barre  is  most  pleasantly  sit- 
uated on  the  easterly  bank  of  the 
queenly  Susquehanna  and  it  is  es- 
timated to  possess  a  population  of  55,- 
000.  It  is  regarded  as  the  capital  of  the 
anthracite  coal  district  and  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  nest  of  smaller  towns, 
having  with  it  an  aggregate  population 
of  165,000,  all  of  which  are  closely  con- 
nected by  a  network  of  electric  and 
steam  railroads.  It  is  also  the  county 
seat  of  Luzerne,  the  third  largest  coun- 
ty of  Pennsylvania,  having  upwards  of 
270,000  inhabitants. 

Wilkes-Barre  is  one  of  the  foremost 
cities  In  the  United  States  with  re- 
gard to  the  excellency  of  the  fire  de- 
partment; the  educational  advantages 
of  the  city  are  of  an  exceptionally  fine 
character,  the  public  school  system 
is  one  of  the  best  In  the  country;  the 
free  public  library  of  the  city  is  sup- 
ported by  a  bequest  of  about  $32^000 
from  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  S.  Osterhout, 
and  about  50.000  books  are  issued  an- 
nually to  the  people  of  this  city. 
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Probably  the  be9t  index  as  to  the 
wealth  and  stability  of  any  city  is 
shown  by  its  banking:  institutions,  and 
in  these  Wilkes-Barre  is  especially 
well  provided  for.  There  are  in  the 
city  nine  banks— three  national,  two 
trust  companies,  and  four  deposit  and 
savingrs  institutions. 


As  previously  noted,  Wilkes-Barre  is 
the  oldest  town  in  northeastern  Penn- 
crylvania  and  is  rich  in  historical  as- 
sociations, so  that  it  ought  to  be  pos- 
sible to  secure  the  presence  in  this  city 
during  the  celebration  of  the  governor 
of  the  State  and  some  of  the  other 
State  offlciald.  President  Roosevelt 
was  requested  to  come  to  this  city  to 
attend  a  politcal  gathering  at  one 
time,  but  was  unable  to  do  so  and  said 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  come  at  some 
time  when  a  convenient  opportunity 
presents  itself.  Pennsylvania  and  Lu- 
zerne County  piled  up  great  majorities 
for  Roosevelt  during  the  recent  elec- 
tion and  this  city  is  the  very  heart  of 
the  anthracite  district  and  the  centre 
of  population  for  thousands  of  anthra- 
cite miners  in  whose  behalf  he  inter- 
vened during  the  great  strike  of  1903, 
so  that  these  combined  reasons  might 
be  offered  as  an  inducement  for  him  to 
come  during  the  celebiation. 

The  object  is  worth  the  effort  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  project  will 
promptly  be  taken  hold  of  and  pushed 
to  a  successful  completion. 

The  following  letter  is  from  E.  H. 
Chase  to  the  Record: 

Wilkes-Barre  Borough  was  incor- 
proated  in  1806.  The  special  act  en- 
titling the  village  to  become  a  borough 
received  the  executive  approval  on  the 
17th  of  March.  The  formality  of  elect- 
ing officers  and  installing  them,  the 
meeting  and  organization  of  the  coun- 
cil, were  necessarily  on  a  later  date, 
but  on  March  17,  1906,  Wilkes-Barre 
will  celebrate  its  legal  one  hundredth 
birthday.  This  is  only  some  fourteen 
months  away  and  the  interval  is  none 
too  long  to  arrange  for  a  proper  cele- 
bration of  the  hundred  years  progress 
in  Wilkes-Barre's  life.  We  had  in  1878 
the  centennial  of  the  Wyoming  Massa- 
cre, which  attracted  wide  attention. 
The  President  of  the  United  States 
visited  us,  with  members  of  his  cab- 
inet. The  governor  and  high  officials 
of  the  State  took  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings. The  anniversary  of  the  city's 
birthday  may  not  appeal  to  the  na- 
tional interest  as  did  that  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary tragedy,  but  there  is 
abundant  material.  State  and  local,  to 
provide  for  a  memorable  celebration. 
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The  mayor  and  councils  elected  in 
February  next  will  have  to  make  pro- 
vision, if  any  is  to  be  made,  for  the 
event,  as  their  terms  will  overlap  that 
date.  And  this  fact  also— being  a 
mayor  or  councilman  on  Wilkes-Barre's 
one  hundredth  birthday— should  be  a 
spur  for  worthy  representatives  in 
nomination  and  election.  We  have  not 
had  a  big  celebration  in  years.  Let  us 
all  Join  in  booming  one  for  the  cen- 
tennial birthday  in  1906. 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  COVELL. 

CDally  Record,  Jan.  2B,  1906.] 

Yesterday  morning  at  Marshall,  Va., 
occurred  the  death  of  Mrs.  Covell,  the 
widow  of  Bdward  Matthew  Covell,  who 
was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  this 
city.  Miss  Eliza  Covell  of  South  Main 
street  is  an  aunt  of  the  late  Edward 
M.  Covell.  husband  of  the  deceased. 
The  deceased  was  aiso  related  to  a 
number  of  the  prominent  families  of 
Wilkes-Barre  and   vicinity. 

She  was  born  on  July  12,  1823,  at 
"Torthorwald,"  Madison  County,  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  married  on  June  4,  1845, 
to  Eklward  Matthew  Covell,  a  resident 
of  this  city,  who  died  in  1864. 

Mr.  Covell  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Ed- 
ward and  Sarah  Sterling  (Ross)  Covell 
of  Wilkes-Barre.  His  father  was  a 
prominent  physician  of  this  city  and 
a  son  of  Dr.  Matthew  Covell,  one  of 
the  early  medical  men  of  the  Wyom- 
ing Valley.  His  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Gen.  William  Ross  and  his 
wife.  Ruth  T.  Slocum  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
all  descended  from  the  early  settlers 
of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  in 
1840.  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Luzerne  County  bar  in  1843  and 
practiced  with  success  until  his  death 
in  1864. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  deceased 
Mrs.  Covell  was  Mildred  Smith  Glas- 
sell  and  she  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Glassell.  who  was  born  at  "Torthor- 
wald,"  on  Oct.  29,  1780,  and  died  Sept. 
30.  1850.  He  was  married  on  Sept.  11, 
1806.  to  Miss  Louisa  Brown,  who  died 
Aug.  20.  1818.  To  them  were  born  sev- 
eral children,  among  whom  was  Louisa 
Brown  Glassell.  who  was  married  to 
Josiah  W.  Eno.  one  of  the  leading  coal 
operators  of  the  Wyoming  Valley,  who 
was  formerly  a  resident  of  Wilkes- 
Barre  and  later  took  up  his  residence 
at  Plymouth.  To  them  was  born  Wil- 
liam Glassell  EIno.  the  prominent  in- 
surance man   of   Wilkes-Barre,   and   A 
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daughter,     who     \s  now     Mrs.   Palmer 
Campbell  of  Hoboken.  N.  J. 

The  second  marriage  of  John  Glassell 
was  to  Margaret  Christian  (Scott)  Lee, 
the  marriage  taking  place  at  "Gardens- 
dale,"  Fouquier  County,  on  June  7, 
1821.  The  second  wife  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  John  Scott  of  Virginia  and 
the  widow  of  Yelverton  Peyton  and 
of  Hon.  Charles  Lee.  U.  S.  Attorney 
General  In  the  Cabinet  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington in  1795,  an  uncle  of  Gen.  Robert 
E.  Lee,  commander-in-chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America.  To  this  second  wife  was  born 
Mildred  Smith  Glassell,  now  deceased, 
the  widow  of  Eldward  M,  Covell. 


DEATH   OF   MRS.   80RBER. 

[Dally  Record,  Jan.  27,  1906.] 

Mrs.  Katherine  Sorber  breathed  her 
last  shortly  after  noon  yesterday,  after 
a  two  days'  illness,  aged  about  90  years, 
at  her  residence  on  East  Jackson  street 
between  Washington  and  Canal  streets. 
She-  was  one  of  Wllkes-Barre's  oldest 
residents  and  was  known  by  many  as 
"Aunt  Katy." 

Deceased's  maiden  name  was  Kather- 
ine Hunsicker,  and  she  was  born  In 
Mifflinburg,  Union  County,  this  State. 
She  was  married  to  Jacob  Sorber  when 
quite  young  and  the  couple  removed  to 
WIlkes-Barre  some  time  prior  to*  1850. 
Her  husband  was  a  railroad  contractor 
for  many  years  and  for  a  time  was 
employed  in  the  old  Eagle  foundry  on 
North  Main  street,  where  the  Forve 
block  is  now  located.  About  1856  or 
1857  he  ^^s  postmaster  of  WIlkes- 
Barre.  He  died  many  years  ago  and 
since  then  she  resided  on  E:ast  Jack- 
son street.  During  the  past  nineteen 
years  Mrs.  Cryderman,  the  widow  of 
an  army  officer  who  died  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal..  had'  been  living  with  her. 
The  deceased  is  survived  by  only  one 
relative  in  this  section,  a  nephew,  her 
sister's  son,  John  Moser  of  Orchard 
street,  this  city.  She  was  originally  a 
member  ,  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church.  She  was  respected  by  young 
and  old,  and  no  one  knew  her  but  to 
admire  her  for  her  kindly  acts,  living 
a  true  Christian  life.  She  enjoyed 
good  health  about  all  her  life  but  had 
been  blind  the  past  twelve  years.  She 
had  been  ill  only  two  days,  having  been 
stricken ,  with  apoplexy.  During  hor 
residence  In  this  city  she  was  ever 
willing  to  aid  the  sick  and  afflicted  and 
was  well  known  as  a  nurse  before  the 
days  of  the  professional  nurse. 
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EARLY  COAL  MINING. 

[Daily  Record.  Feb.  2,  1906.] 

One  of  the  best  informed  men,  with 
reference  to  the  early  history  of  coal 
mininfiT  in  this  valley,  is  J.  Bennett 
Smith,  who  has  passed  all  his  life  here 
and  who  was  in  several  capacities  con- 
nected with  the  early  development  of 
some  of  the  railroads  entering  this  sec- 
tion. A  Record  man  had  a  talk  with 
Mr.  Smith  the  other  day  about  early 
mining  operations  in  the  valley  and 
elicited  from  him  the  following  inter- 
esting information: 

"The  Baltimore  Coal  Co.,  with  Alex- 
ander Oray  as  general  mlinager,  had  a 
mine  located  on  Coal  Creek,  near  what 
is  now  Five  Points,  was  among  the 
first  and  larrest  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wilkes-Barre.  The  coal  was  run  by 
gravity  in  mine  cars  to  G»^y's  Basin, 
which  was  Just  east  of  Market  street, 
about  in  the  rear  of  Brown's  block, 
and  there  loaded  it  into  canal  boats 
and  shipped  to  market,  mostly  as  lump 
coal.  The  only  small  sizes  shipped 
were  hammered  through  cast  iron  per- 
forated plates  and  broken  by  hand 
hammers  through  the  perforations, 
then  screened  by  revolving  screens 
turned  ly  man  or  horse  power. 

"Dtiring  the  early  forties  Samuel 
Holland  opened  a  mine  at  Warrior  Run 
and  hauled  the  coal  to  Hanover  Basin, 
Just  below  Butzbach's  Landing,  and 
shipped  it  from  there  to  market  by 
canal.  He  also  operated  a  mine  at 
I*ort  Griffith.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
enterprise  but  failed  because  he  was 
a  generation  ahead  of  his  time. 

"Herman  B.  Hillman,  father  of 
Baker  Hillman,  was  also  a  heavy  oper- 
ator near  Midvale,  and  Jamison  Har- 
vey, Freeman  Thomas  and  William  L*. 
L.ance  were  among  t^'e  early  operators 
at  West  Nanticoke.  Col.  Liee  of  East 
Nanticoke,  who  afterwards  sold  his 
land  to  Parrish,  Stickney  &  Conyng- 
ham  for  $1,600,100,  was  one  of  the  early 
shippers  of  coal.  The  principal  men 
at  Plvmouth  were  Abija  and  John 
Smith.  William  C.  and  Fuller  Reynolds, 
Shupp  and  Nesbitt,  Preston  and  Rey- 
nolds. John  J.  Shonk  and  Samuel 
French,  and  others  whose  names  I  can- 
not recall. 

"The  old  Blackman  mine,  now  the 
Franklin  mine,  was  operated  by  Jona- 
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than  Jones,  an  uncle  of  Edwin  Jones, 
president  of  the  Vulcan  Iron  Works. 
This  coal  was  sent  to  market  via  the 
Asniey  planes  and  Lehigh  Canal. 

"About  1847  Mordecai  and  Hillard 
came  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  and 
purchased  the  Bowmaii^and  Beaumont 
land  and  commenced  developments. 
They  built  the  Hillard  block  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Union  streets,  also 
the  largre  grist  mill  on  Union  street. 
O.  B.  Hillard  was  killed  a  few  years 
later  by  being  caught  between  a  trip 
of  coal  cars  and  a  pile  of  stock  coal 
near  the  Baltimore  mine. 

"Among  the  early  operators  at 
Pittston  were  Lord  and  John  L.  But- 
ler of  Wilkes-Barre,  the  Bowkleys,  the 
Prices,  Qrlfflths,  Tomkins  and  John-  ' 
sons  and  others.  The  largest  shippers 
were  the  ButUrs,  Bowkleys  and  John- 
sons. 

"All  the  coal  up  to  1850  was  mined 
by  drifts  and  tunnels  above  water 
level.  There  were  a  number  of  small 
mines  operated  for  local  consumption. 
On  the  West  Side,  at  Mill  Hollow,  was 
Raub's  and  Ziba  Hoylt's;  at  or  near 
Blind  Towi.  (Larksville)  were  Ellas 
Hoyt  and  Harry  Pace;  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  was  A.  C.  Laning,  on  Hol- 
lenback's  land^back  of  the  Baltimore 
mine,  where  we  drove  the  teams  into 
the  mines  and  loaded  the  coal  from 
the  face  of  the  chambers.  This  mine 
caught  fire  and  burned  for  many  years. 
John  Jamison  at  the  old  Spring  House 
on  the  mountain  had  another  mine 
which  is  now  being  stripped  of  surface 
by  the  Red  Ash  Coal  Co.  There  was 
another  extensive  opening  at  Boss's 
old  red  mill  at  Solomon's  Gap,  and 
William  Preston's  mine  near  Sugar 
Notch,  and  others  along  the  streams 
down  the  valley.  All  of  these  were 
worked  at  water  level,  where  the  veins 
of  coal  were  exposed  by  the  streams 
cutting  through  the  coal  measures. 

"About  1853  the  rolls  and  breakers 
were  introduced  with  screens  to  sep- 
arate the  different  sizes  of  coal.  About 
this  time,  too,  they  commenced  sink- 
ing shafts  and  working  below  water 
level,  which  made  an  eiicire  revolution 
of  the  coal  business.  Among  the  nota- 
ble men  who  came  to  the  front  about 
this  time  were  such  prominent  figures 
as  Charles  Parrish,  William  L.  Con- 
yngham,  Joseph  Stlckney.  Harry 
Swoyer,  Thomas  Brodrick,  Lewis 
Landmesser  and  many  others.  The 
most  notable  figure  of  all  the  men  en- 
gaged in  the  development  of  the  coal 
industry  in  the  vicinity  of  Wilkes- 
Barre  was  Charles  Parrish." 
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EARLY  NAVIGATION. 

[DaUy  Record,  Feb.  2,  1906.] 

The  old  residents  of  the  city  will 
have  little  difficulty  in  recalling  some 
of  the  efforts  that  were  made  in  the 
days  before  the  Civil  War  to  operate 
steamboats  on  the  Susquehanna  Klver, 
both  above  and  below  this  city.  The 
early  settlers  of  the  valley  had  beau- 
tiful dreams  of  making  out  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna a  grecct  interior  waterway 
and  commercial  outlet,  by  means  of 
which  the  commerce  of  tne  valley 
might  be  rapidly  developed  and  the 
agricultural  products  find  quick  trans- 
portation to  the  cities  along  the  coast. 
As  a  result  of  their  beliefs  thousands 
of  uollars  were  invested  in  steamboats, 
the  most  of  which  was  lost  because  of 
the  abandonment  or  wrecking  of  the 
boats. 

After  many  thousands  of  dollars  had 
been  expended  in  the  attempt  to  carry 
out  this  idea,  another  idea  more  start- 
ling than  the  first,  was  then  conceived. 
This  was  an  extremely  bold  project  and 
the  residents  of  this  city  at  that  time 
must  have  been  bolder  investors  than 
those  of  to-day,  for  a  large  sum  of 
money  was  collected  and  expended  in 
an  eiiort  to  erect  shlp-building  yards 
in  this  city,  where  ships  might  be  built 
and  floated  down  the  Susquehanna  to 
the  sea.  This,  it  was  thought,  would 
be  a  profitable  undertaking  because  of 
the  fact  that  the  timber  lands  in  this 
vicinity  annually  afforded  a  large 
amount  of  the  building  material  for 
vessels  that  were  constructed  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  region. 

From  various  old  historical  works  the 
Record  has  gleaned  the  following  facts 
in  relation  to  these  attempts  at  early 
river  navigation  and  the  erection  of 
ship-building  yards: 

In  1771  the  Provincial  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania  paFsed  an  act  declaring 
the  Susquehanna  River  a  public  high- 
way. The  land  along  the  river  banks 
had  been  cleared  and  made  productive 
by  the  early  settlers  and  they  proposed 
to  help  pay  for  the  Improvements  to 
hpt  made  along  the  river,  to  the  end 
that  their  produce  might  find  quick 
means  of  transportation  to  market. 
Gravel  bars  were  cleared  away,  stumps 
and  trees  were  removed  and  in  about 
three  months'  time  after  work  had  first 
been  started,  a  channel  was  opened  for 
navigation  from  Wrlghtsville  to 
Wyoming.  Not  many  years  later  a  way 
for  trade  was  opened  from  the 
Chesapeake  to  the  New  York  State 
line. 
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The  first  transportation  boat  was  a 
boat  built  at  Durham  on  the  Delaware, 
a  short  distance  below  EiEiston.  The 
first  of  these  boats  was  built  at  that 
place  about  1750.  These  were  about 
sixty  feet  in  length  and  eight  feet  in 
width  and  when  laden  with  fifteen  tons 
of  produce  drew  twenty  inches  of  wa- 
ter. The  stem  and  bow  were  sharp  and 
on  them  were  erected  small  decks  and 
a  running  board  extended  the  whole 
length  of  the  boat  on  either  side.  The 
boat  was  propelled  by  five  men  with 
the  aid  of  a  mast  and  two  sails.  Two 
of  the  men  were  stationed  on  each 
side  of  the  boat  and  propelled  the  boat 
by  means  of  long  poles  which  they 
thrust  in  the  bottom  of  the  river  and 
pushed  upon  them,  while  one  man  was 
seated  in  the  stern  and  handled  a 
steering  oar.  The  Susquehanna  boats 
were  of  similar  construction  but  were 
larger  and  demanded  a  more  numer- 
ous crew.  The  produce  was  transport- 
ed in  this  fashion  to  Middletown  and 
Harrisburg  and  from  those  points 
transported  by  pike  to  Philadelphia  and 
various  other  places  where  the  products 
might  be  disposed  of.  In  the  course 
of  time  this  industry  grew  and  many 
hundreds  of  boats  were  employed  In 
hauling  the  products  of  the  valley  to 
points  lower  down  the  river.  It  was, 
however,  desired  to  secure  a  swifter 
means  of  transportation  and  many 
schemes   were   devised. 

Isaac  A.  Chapman.  Esq.,  of  Nesco- 
peck.  built  at  that  place  what  was 
termed  a  team  boat,  that  is,  one  pro- 
pelled by  poles,  set  in  motion  by  horse 
power  machinery.  This  boat  was 
termtd  the  "Experiment"  and  when 
completed  Capt.  Chapman  set  out  on  a 
trial  trip  from  Nescopeck  to  Wilkes- 
Barre,  where  he  arrived  on  July  4,  1824. 
News  of  his  progress  advanced  up  the 
river  ahead  of  him  and  when  he  ap- 
peared the  banks  of  the  stream  at  this 
city  were  lined  with  people  who  set  up 
a  cheer.  When  the  little  boat  arrived 
and  tied  up  at  the  river  common  It 
was  greeted  by  more  cheers  and  by  a 
salute  from  Capt.  Chapman's  company 
of  volunteers.  Contrary  to  expectations 
the  "Experiment"  remained  an  ex- 
periment and  no  further  effort  was 
made  in  this  kind  of  navigation. 

In  the  summer  of  1825  three  steam- 
boats were  built  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  experimenting  on  the  Susque- 
hanna and  to  establish,  if  possible,  the 
practicability  of  Its  navigation  by 
steam. 

The  "Codorus."  built  at  York  or 
York  Haven,  was  the  first  of  these  to 
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be  completed.  She  was  constructed 
mostly  of  sheet  Iron,  was  sixty  feet 
lon^  and  nine  feet  in  width  and  when 
laden  with  her  machinery  drew  only 
eight  Inches  of  water.  She  had  a  ten 
horse  power  engine  and  moved  at  the 
rate  of  four  miles  an  hour  against  the 
current. 

Upon  arrival  at  Wilkes-Barre  after 
coming  round  the  bend  at  Fisher's  Is- 
land she  was  greeted  by  the  entire  pop- 
ulation, shouting  with  Joy.  The  bells 
were  rung  and  the  solitary  cannon 
thundered  out  a  salute  to  what  was 
fondly  believed  was  the  opening  of  the 
Susquehanna  River  region  to  an  inter- 
nal commerce  equal  to  that  carried  on 
along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  This  was 
on  April  2,  1826,  and  the  next  day  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  the  town 
were  given  a  ride  to  Forty  Fort  and 
back.  The  steamer  then  proceeded  on 
up  the  river  to  Binghamton  and  re- 
turned to  York  Haven,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  four  months.  The  hopes  of 
the  enthusiasts  were  greatly  dampened 
by  the  report  of  Capt.  Elger,  which  was 
to  the  effect  that  he  believed  It  to  be 
impracticable  to  attempt  to  navigate 
the  river  by  steamer. 

The  Susquehanna  was  built  at  Bal- 
timore by  a  company  of  gentlemen  who 
were  anxious  to  secure  the  trade  of  the 
Susquehanna  River  for  their  growing 
city.  She  was  larger  and  heavier  than 
the  Codorus  and  had  a  thirty  horse- 
power engine.  When  laden  with  100 
passengers  she  drew  twenty-two  inches 
of  water.  Three  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  accompany  the  vessel  on 
her  maid.--  trip  up  the  Susquehanna 
and  there  were  also  a  large  number  of 
passengers  on  board.  A  great  number 
of  obstacles  were  encountered,  but  all 
of  them  were  overcome  until  the  Nes- 
copeck  Falls  was  reached,  on  May  3, 
1826.  At  this  point  it  was  realized  that 
the  passage  would  be  difficult  and  most 
of  the  passengers  and  the  three  com- 
missioners disembarked.  The  boat  with 
great  difficulty  proceeded  against  the 
current,  while  the  banks  were  lined 
with  people  who  watched  its  progress. 
'  When  the  boat  reached  a  point  about 
half  way  through  the  rapids  it  was 
seen  to  stop.  For  a  few  moments  it 
remained  stationary,  then  floated  to 
one  side  of  the  stream,  and,  striking  a 
rock,  the  boilers  exploded  with  terri- 
fic force.  The  shattered  and  broken 
remnants  of  the  vessel  were  slowly  car- 
ried down  stream  and  the  mangled 
bodies  of  the  passengers  and  crew  lay 
upon  the  deck  or  were  blown  into  the 
stream.    As  a  result  of  this  explosion 
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two  were  killed  Instantly,  two  more 
died  from  their  Injuries  and  a  score  or 
more  were  Injured. 

The  Pioneer,  the  *hlrd  boat,  made 
Ijer  experiments  on  the  West  Branch 
of  the  Susquehanna,  but  the  report  of 
the  trial  trip  was  adverse  and  for  a 
time  no  further  progress  was  made. 
Attempts  at  navl^tlon  by  steam  were 
abandoned  for  a  period  after  these  at- 
tempts and  then  an  effort  was  made 
to  have  a  canal  built.  This  resulted  in 
the  bulldlnfr  of  a  part  of  the  North 
Branch  Canal,  but  the  coal  industry 
was  then  beginning  to  attract  atten- 
tion and  a  number  of  men  who  were 
Interested  in  this  Industry  decided  to 
make  another  attempt.  In  1834  Col. 
H.  F.  Lamb,  .G.  M.  HoUenback  and 
others  at  Wilkes- Barre  and*  Messrs. 
Pompely,  HoUenback  and  others  of 
Owego  built  a  steamer  at  Owego  at 
a  cost  of  $13,000.  This  boat  was  also 
called  the  Susquehanna.  She  was 
strong  and  well  built,  with  forty  horse- 
power engines,  and  made  the  first  trip 
to  this  city  and  returned,  laden  with 
coal.  In  good  shape.  Upon  her  secc'..d 
trip  to  the  city  for  a  cargo  of  coaJ  she 
made  an  excursion  to  the  Nanticoke 
dam,  where,  breaking  her  shaft,  she 
'  wfits  anchored  in  an  eddy  and  after- 
ward sunk  and  was  abandoned. 

The  completion  of  the  North  Branch 
Canal  being  still  delayed,  a  company 
was  formed  at  Tunkhannock  which 
constructed  in  1849  another  steamer, 
named  the  Wyoming.  She  had  two  en- 
gines and  with  forty  tons  of  coal  was 
propelled  up  stream  at  the  rate  of  four 
miles  an  hour.  She  was  commanded 
by  Capt.  Oilman  Converse  of  Tunkhan- 
nock and  for  three  years,  during  the 
period  of  high  water,  carried  on  the 
work,  but  the  enterprise  was  then 
abandoned  on  account  of  its  unprofita- 
bleness. 

The  last  effort  in  this  direction  was 
made  by  the  citizens  of  Bainbrldge,  N. 
Y..  who,  with  the  aid  of  Capt.  Con- 
verse, constructed  the  Enterprise. 
With  powerful  stern  wheels  and  en- 
gines she  transported  coal  between 
Wilkes-Barre  and  Athens  for  three 
months  during  high  water  and  paid  to 
her  owners  $3,000.  But  when  low  water 
came  she  lay  hl*?'h  and  dry,  the  ma- 
chinery rusted,  the  sun  opened  the 
seams  and  she  was  unfit  for  use  and 
was  abandoned.  Thus  ended  the  his- 
tory of  steam  navigation  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, as  far  as  the  transportation 
of  freight  between  this  city  and  up- 
river  points  was  concerned. 
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Elarly  in  the  nineteenth  century  the 
idea  was  conceived  by  some  of  the 
boldest  spirits  of  the  community  that. 
Inasmuch  as  the  timber  lands  were  be- 
ing denuded  for  the  purpose  largely  of 
supplying  timber  and  spars  for  the 
construction  of  ships  at  the  sea  coast, 
there  was  no  reason  why  the  same 
business  could  not  be  carried  on  right 
here  and  the  ships  floated  down  to  sea 
level.  It  was  argued  that  this  would 
keep  all  the  profits  of  the  ship-building 
enterprise  right  here  at  home  and 
would  at  the  same  time  attract  to  this 
city  a  large  nunjber  of  artisans.  The 
plan  sounded  all  right  and  with  the 
idea  of  putting  it  to  a  test  Messrs.  J. 
P.  Arndt  and  Philip  established  a  ship- 
yard on  the  public  common  of  this  city. 
In  1803  the  first  craft,  a  sloop  of  twelve 
tons  burden,  was  launched.  They 
named  it  the  John  Franklih  and  it 
reached  tidewater  in  safety.  Through 
the  success  of  this  enterprise  a  flatter- 
ixifr  prospect  was  opened  up  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  city.  A  stock  company  was 
soon  formed,  town  lots  and  timber 
lands  advanced  in  price  and  every  one 
was  sanguine  of  the  results. 

The  stock  company  did  not  com- 
mence operations  until  1811,  at  which 
time  work  was  commenced  on  the 
building  of  a  ship  of  sixty  tons  bur- 
den. In  April,  1812,  the  ship  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  following  description 
of  the  launching  of  the  vessel  is  taken 
from  the  Gleanor  of  April  12,  1812: 

"Last  Friday  was  the  day  on  which 
the  launch  of  the  vessel  on  the  stocks 
in  this  port  was  announced.  A  scene 
so  extraordinary,  200  miles  from  the 
tidewaters  of  the  river,  raised  the 
curiosity  of  everyone. 

"The  old  sailors  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  seaboard,  whom  the  vicissitudes 
of  fortune  had  settled  in  this  sylvan 
retreat,  and  to  whom  such  scenes  had 
once  been  familiar,  felt  all  the  interest 
so  naturally  excited  by  events  that 
called  up  early  and  interesting  recol- 
lections. The  novelty  to  those  who 
had  never  witnessed  such  a  view  ex- 
cited curiosity  to  the  highest  degree. 
The  importance  of  the  experiment,  too, 
did  not  fail  to  augment  the  general 
solicitude,  for  on  its  success  depended 
the  important  consideration  whether 
the  timber  of  our  mountains  could  be 
profitably  employed  in  shipbuilding, 
and  our  country  be  beautified  by  the 
increase  of  business  which  such  a  pur- 
suit would  naturally  produce. 

"On  the  Sunday  preceding  the  inter- 
esting day  a  beautiful  new  set  of 
colors  was   displayed  from  the   stem. 
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accordingr  to  universal  usasre,  as  a 
token  that  in  the  course  of  the  week 
she  would  be  launched.  From  Monday 
to  Friday  all  was  bustle  and  activity. 
EJarly  on  Friday  people  began  to  gather 
from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
cannon  on  the  bank  at  noon  gave 
notice  that  everything  was  in  prepara- 
tion. A  little  after  two  repeated  dis- 
charges indicated  that  all  was  ready. 

"The  banks  of  the  river  far  above 
and  below  the  vessel  were  lined  with 
persons  of  both  sexes,  and  it  was  not 
among  the  least  gratifications  of  the 
day  to  observe  the  smile  of  pleasure 
mingled  with  anxiety  for  the  success 
of  the  launch,  which  was  evident  in 
every  countenance.  *  A  little  after  3 
o'clock  the  increased  bustle  and  noise 
around  the  vessel,  and  the  sound  of 
the  sledges  and  axes,  gave  the  inter- 
esting notice  that  they  were  knocking 
away  the  blocks.  The  vessel  was  built 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  100  feet 
from  the  water,  and  15  feet  perpen- 
dicular height  above  it,  so  that  she 
had  a  considerable  distance  to  move. 
She  measures  between  fifty  and  sixty 
tons.  Her  colors  were  flying  from  her 
stern,  and  nearly  thirty  persons  were 
on  board.  The  after  block  was  knock- 
ed away — all  was  anxiety — but  she  did 
not  move. 

"The  news  of  the  embargo  had  Just 
c6me  to  town,  and  she  seemed  aware 
that  there  was  no  business  for  her  on 
the  ocean,  and  she  might  as  well  lie  in 
dry  dock.  The  men  on  board  all 
gathered  near  the  bow,  and  then  ran 
In  a  body  to  the  stern.  Her  velocity 
increased,  and  she  slid  gracefully  into 
her  destined  element  amid  the  cheers 
of  thousands.  As  she  met  the  water 
Capt.  Chapman  christened  her  in  the 
usual  style,  'The  Luzerne,  of  Wllkes- 
Barre.'  Nothing  could  be  more  beau- 
tiful, and  every  spectator  was  amply 
gratified. 

"Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Mack, 
the  shipwright,  who  built  her,  and 
under  whose  superintendence  she  was 
launched,  and  to  Mr.  Arndt,  the  prin- 
cipal proprietor,  who  had  been  chiefly 
active  in  her  building.  We  hope  her 
voyage  down  the  crooked  and  rocky 
Susquehanna  may  be  safe,  though  our 
hopes  are  not  without  some  fears  as  to 
her  safety,  as  she  draws,  without  bal- 
last, four  feet  of  water." 

A  few  days  later  the  gallant 
"LfUzerne,  of  Wilkes -Barre,"  started  on 
her  tortuous  and  difficult  trip  to  the 
"briny  deep,"  accompanied  by  large 
hopes  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  in- 
vested money  in  the  enterprise.       Ail 
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went  well  until  the  rocks  at  Conawaga 
Falls  were  reached,  where  in  attempt- 
ing to  make  the  passags  she  was 
dashed  to  pieces  upon  the  rocks.  With 
her  destruction  the  fond  hopes  of  her 
builders  were  destroyed,  together  with 
large  prospective  profits;  what  prom- 
ised to  be  a  profitable  industry  was 
completely  destroyed  with  one  blow, 
and  t^e  prices  of  town  lots  and  timber 
lands  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  resumed 
their  normal  level. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  one  of  the  early 
financial  ventures  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  and  the  dream  of  making 
this  city  a  port  has  not  yet  been 
realized. 

■  m  ■ 

ANNUAL    MEETING    OF    THE    HIS- 
TORICAL SOCIETY. 

[Daily  Record,   Feb.   U,   1906.] 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Wyoming 
Historical  and  Geological  Society  was 
held  last  evening.  Rev.  Dr.  H.  L.  Jones 
presided. 

The  following  were  elected  to  mem- 
bership: 

Alvan  Markle  (Hazleton)  and  C.  W. 
Laycock.  William  R.  Ricketts  was 
elected  a  life  member.  This  brings  the 
fund  for  life  memberships  up  to  $12,000. 

Oflflcers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected  as  follows: 

President — Hon.    Stanley   Woodward. 

Vice  presidents — Rev.  Henry  Law- 
rence Jones,  S.  T.  D.,  Lewis  Harlow 
Taylor,  M.  D.,  MaJ.  Irving  Ariel 
Stearns,  Rev.  Francis  Blanchard 
Hodge,  D.  D. 

Corresponding  secretary  and  librar- 
ian— Rev.  Horace  Edwin  Hayden. 

Assistant  librarian  and  cataloguer — 
Miss  Clara  Bragg  (Pratt  Institute, 
1904). 

Recording  secretary — Sidney  Roby 
Miner. 

Treasurer — Frederick  Charles  John- 
son, M.  D. 

Trustees — Andrew  Fine  Derr,  Samuel 
LeRoi  Brown,  EMward  Welles,  Richard 
Sharpe,  Henry  Herbert  Ashley. 

Curators — Archeologry,  Christopher 
Wren;  numismatics.  Rev.  Horace  Ed- 
win Hayden;  mineralogy,  William 
Reynolds  Ricketts;  paleontologry, 
Joshua  Lewis  Welter;  paleobotany. 
William  Griffith. 

Historiographer — Rev.     Horace     Ed- 
win Hayden. 
SECRETARY  HAYDEN'S  REPORT. 

The  corresponding  secretary  and 
librarian.  Rev.  H.  E.  Hayden,  submit- 
ted report  as  follows: 
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To  the  President  and  Officers  of  the 
Wyomlngr  Historical  and  Qeo- 
logical  Society: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  of 
presenting:  to  you  the  report  of  this 
society  for  the  past  twelve  months  of 
the  forty-sixth  year  of  Its  existence, 
this  belngr  the  forty-seventh  anniver- 
sary of  Its  Institution. 

While  the  continued  success  of  the 
society,  as  shown  In  this  report,  will 
give  us  cause  for  sincere  grratlflcatlon, 
our  hearts  will  be  saddened  at  the 
harvest  death  has  reaped  among  our 
members  since  our  last  annual  meet- 
ing. As  historiographer,  I  have  to  re- 
port the  death  of  three  life  members, 
and  Ave  annual  members.  Prom  the 
life  members*  roll  Hon.  Garrlck  Mal- 
lery  Harding,  Mr.  John  M.  Crane  and 
Hon.  Jacob  Ridgway  Wright,  who 
since  1886  has  filled  the  various  offices 
In  the  society  of  recording  secretary, 
vice  president  and  curator  of  archae- 
ology and  history. 

From  the  annual  membership  list: 
Col.  Gteorge  Murray  Revnolds,  one  of 
our  vice  presidents  since  1896;  Mrs. 
George  Murray  Reynolds,  Mrs.  Irving 
A.  Stearns,  Dr.  Harry  Hakes  and  Mr. 
Joseph  C.  Powell.  These  eight  were 
all  actively  Interested  in  the  society, 
and  their  places  will  be  difficult  to 
fill. 

While  the  death  of  a  life  member 
does  not  remove  his  name  from  our 
membership  list,  that  of  the  annual 
member  does.  The  necessity  and  duty 
of  adding  new  members  to  our  list  as  It 
Is  lessened  by  death  should  be  realized 
by  all  of  us.  Likewise  should  we  be 
Impressed  by  the  value  to  the  society 
of  having  our  names  on  that  "memo- 
rial roir*  of  life  members  which  death 
cannot  lessen. 

During  the  past  year  four  members 
have  become  life  members  and  thir- 
teen new  annual  members  have  been 
added. 

During  the  year  six  meetings  of  the 
society  have  been  held.  The  annual 
meeting,  Friday,  Feb.  12,  1904,  when 
the  reports  of  officers  were  read  and 
the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected,  at  which  meeting  his  excel- 
lency, Governor  Samuel  W.  Penny- 
packer,  an  honorary  member  of  the 
society,  was  to  have  read  the  address, 
but  was  prevented  by  a  death  In  his 
family  circle.  In  his  absence  the  Rev. 
San  ford  H.  Cobb  of  Richfield  Springs, 
N.  Y.,  also  an  honorary  member  of  the 
society,  kindly  consented  to  address  the 
society,  which  he  did  with  the  grreatest 
acceptance    on    the    subject    of    "The 
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grrowth  of  rellgriouff  liberty  in  America." 
As  this  addreoB  was  extemporaneous 
it  was  not  possible  to  secure  it  for 
publication. 

The  meeting  of  April  15th  was  called 
to  listen  to  a  valuable  illustrated  paper 
by  Mr.  A.  F.  Berlin  of  Allentown,  Pa., 
on  "The  early  pipes  of  the  North 
American  Indians."  Another  paper  on 
"Some  early  religious  relics  of  the 
French  Indians  found  in  the  Wyomifigr 
section,  and  in  the  possession  of  this 
society,"  written  by  W.  Charles  F.  Hill, 
a  member  from  Hazleton,  was  read  by 
Dr.  F.  C.  Johnson.  Both  of  these 
papers  will  appear  in  Volume  IX  dur- 
ing this  year. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  May  13th 
was  privileged  to  have  an  address  by 
his  excellency,  Samuel  W.  Pennypack- 
er,  on  the  "Early  bibliography  of  Penn- 
sylvania," which  will  appear  in  this 
year's  volume. 

A  meeting  was  called  Oct.  14th  for 
the  purpose  of  some  action  on  the  death 
of  our  vice  president,  the  late  Col. 
George  Murray  Reynolds.  For  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  at  this  meeting  see  the 
proceedings  of  this  date.  Volume  XIV. 
The  meeting  of  Dec.  16th  was  marked 
by  the  presentation  of  an  interesting 
paper  written  by  Rev.  David  Craft  of 
Angelica,  N.  Y.,  corresponding  mem- 
ber, entitled,  '*The  expedition  against 
the  Indians  September,  1778,  by  Col. 
Thomas  Hartley,  to  avenge  the  Massa- 
cre of  Wyoming." 

The  first  meeting  of  1905  was  held 
Jan.  13th,  when  Mr.  Christopher  Wren, 
curator  of  ethnology,  read,  a  paper  of 
extensive  research  on  "Aboriginal  pot- 
tery of  the  Wyoming  Valley  and  the 
Susquehanna  region."  These  last  two 
papers  will  also  appear  in  the  annual 
•volume. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  meetings 
held  during  the  year,  but  not  mention- 
ed in  the  above,  assembled  in  the  rooms 
Friday  night,  Nov.  19th,  when  the 
superintendents,  foremen  and  five  fire 
bosses  of  the  Wyoming  division  of  the  . 
Lrf^high  Valley  Coal  Co.  were  addressed 
by  Joshua  L.  Welter,  Esq.,  curator  of 
paleozoology,  on  the  "Crust  of  the 
earth  and  Its  strata."  The  attendance 
was  large  and  the  interest  manifested 
has  induced  the  librarian  to  prepare 
for  holding  similar  meetings  during  the 
present  year. 

CATALOGUING  WORK. 
The  annual  volume  for  1903  was  not 
Issued  until  early  in  1904.    Circumstan- 
ces over  which  the  editor  had  no  con- 
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trol,  1.  e.,  the  Importance  and  value  of 
the  historical  part  of  the  work,  (which 
entailed  careful  and  grreat  labor  in  an- 
notations,) and  the  pressure  on  his  time 
of  many  duties  in  the  society,  not  per- 
taining to  the  offices  he  holds,  were 
responsible  for  the  delay.  This  made 
it  necessary  for  the  publishing  com- 
mittee to  unite  in  one  volume  the  an- 
nual volumes  for  1903  and  1904.  The 
result  was  the  issuing  of  Volume  VIII 
of  320  pages,  handsomely  illustrated,  a 
publication  which  has  elicited  the  high- 
est commetidation,  not  only  from  mem- 
bers, but  from  many  kindred  societies. 
The  geological  and  ethnologrical  part  of 
the  volume,  the  new  light  thrown  on 
Count  Zinzendorf's  connection  with 
Wyoming  Valley,  and  tht  annotated 
diary  of  David  H.  Conyngham,  1750- 
1834,  have  Justified  the  delay,  and 
given  the  society  a  volume  of  which  it 
can  be  very  proud. 

To  the  portrait  gallery  six  portraits 
have  been  added,  since  the  last  an- 
nual report,  one  in  oil  of  John  Welles 
Hollenback,  vice  president,  1876-1878, 
and  president.  1879-1880.  added  through 
my  earnest  and  persistent  solicitation, 
as  Mr.  Hollenback  still  lives,  and  it  is 
hoped  may  be  with  us  for  many  years. 
The  others,  in  crayon,  are  those  of 
Kon.  Ziba  Bennett,  an  original  mem- 
ber, and  vice  president,  1874-1878,  pre- 
sented by  his  family;  Rev.  George 
Peck,  D.  D.,  an  original  member,  and 
author  of  "Peck's  History  of  Wyo- 
ming," presented  by  his  son,  William 
H.  Peck  of  Scranton;  Rev.  Nathan 
Grier  Parke,  D.  D.,  life  member,  pre- 
sented by  his  family;  Andrew  Jackson 
Griffith  of  Pittston,  whose  fine  ethno- 
logical collection  was  donated  to  us  in 
1896.  presented  by  his  family;  and  last, 
but  not  least,  Hon.  Charles  Abbott 
Miner,  for  forty  years  a  member,  vice  • 
president,  1877-1880,  president.  1881,  and 
trustee  of  the  society  from  1877  to  1904. 

miring  the  spring  of  1904  the  unani- 
mous recommendation  of  the  trustees 
and  the  society,  relating  to  card  cata- 
loging the  library  of  the  society,  which 
will  be  found  in  my  annual  report  for 
1904,  was  acted  upon.  It  was  found 
that  the  sum  of  $1,500  would  be  needed 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  this 
work.  Printed  circulars  were  mailed 
by  the  trustees  to  all  members,  asking 
subscriptions  of  from  $5  to  $50.  These 
elicited  prompt  responses  from  nearly 
one-half  of  the  members  from  whom 
the  sum  of  $900  was  received,  enough 
to  meet  the  expense  of  the  cataloging, 
cases,  cards,  and  the  cataloging  for 
one  year. 
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In  AufiTUSt  the  services  of  Miss  Clara 
Bragg  of  Cazenovia.  N.  Y.,  a  graduate 
of  the  Pratt  Library  School  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  were  secured,  and  the  work 
begun  on  Sept.  1,  1904.  has  now  con- 
tinued with  most  satisfactory  results 
for  five  months.  The  labor  of  this  work 
was  much  increased  by  the  fact  that 
the  Dewey  classification  generally  used 
for  free  libraries  was  not  found  adapt- 
ed tit  special  libraries,  historical  and 
geological. 

It  was  learned  from  a  visit  to  the 
Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  its  70,000  volumes,  that  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  usual  system  was  really 
essential.  But  the  training  of  Miss 
Bragg,  with  consultation  with  the 
State  Historical  Society  at  Philadel- 
phia, enabled  her  promptly  to  develop 
a  modification  of  the  Dewey  and  other 
systems,  called  "The  Wyoming  His- 
torical Classification,"  that  will  be  ful- 
ly satisfactory  to  all  demands  from  the 
student. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  a  card 
catalog  of  such  a  library  as  this  re- 
quires not  simply  a  cataloging  of  each 
book,  but  a  catalog  analysis  of  itsjcon- 
tents,  the  extent  of  the  labor  of  cata- 
loging 18,000  volumes  and  pamphlets 
must  be  apparent  to  anyone.  When 
each  book  In  that  number  must  be  ac- 
cessioned or  recorded  in  a  special  "ac- 
cession book"  with  such  minuteness  of 
detail  as  will  make  it  the  basis  of  re- 
covery from  losses  by  fire;  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  will  require  about 
two  years,  and  the  balance  of  the  $1,500 
will  be  needed.  If  each  of  the  150  menl- 
bers  who  did  not  respond  to  the  appeal 
of  1904  will  do  so  in  1905.  the  $600  needed 
for  the  completion  of  the  work  will  be 
easily  secured.  The  trustees  have 
directed  the  issue  of  circulars  to  these 
members   for  this  purpose. 

ADDITIONS  TO  LIBRARY. 

The  corresponding  secretary  reports 
having  received  during  the  year  475  let- 
ters and  communications  and  sending 
out  more  than  500  letters,  which  will 
be  found  copied  in  the  letter  press, 
showing  the  transactions  of  the  society 
for  the  porlod  named.  This  does  not, 
however,  include  the  regular  acknowl- 
edgements of  donations  and  exchanges, 
or  the  issue  of  nearly  400  copies  of  our 
proceedings  all  of  which  would  bring 
the  total  mail  output  to  near  1,200 
pieces. 

The  librarian  reports  the  following 
additions  to  the  library  for  the  year: 

Books  776 

pamphlets   48? 
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Added  by  purchase,  books   81 

Added  by  gift,  books  312 

Added  by  exchange,  books  83 

Added  from  U.  S.  Gov.  books 298 

Aided  by  gift,   pamphlets  90 

Added  by  exchange,   pamphlets   35 

Added  from   U.   S.  -Gov.,   pamphlets 365 

Among  the  gifts  to  the  library,  fifty 
volumes  were  presented  by  the  family 
of  the  late  William  P.  Miner,  Esq.,  and 
thirty-four  by  George  B.  Kulp.   Esq. 

The  curator  of  the  Ethnological  or 
Indian  Department  reports  that  the 
collections  of  the  society  have  been  In- 
creased by  1,300  fine  specimens,  of 
which  1,000  are  from  the  treasured  col- 
lection of  our  member,  the  late  Capt.  L. 
Denison  Stearns,  presented  by  his 
family.  The  forthcoming  annual  vol- 
ume will  indicate  by  Its  ethnological 
papers  the  active  Interest  that  has 
marked  the  work  of  this  department. 

The  treasurer's  report  will  show  an 
Increase  in  the  special  fund  of  the  so- 
ciety by  the  sale  of  Its  publications. 
To  the  Ingham  fund.  $100;  to  the  Lacoe 
fund  .$100.  and  to  the  Zebulon  Butler 
fund,  $75.  The  latter  fund  reached  the 
sum  of  $750.  As  part  of  this  fund  was 
contributed  on  the  condition  that  a 
bronze  tablet  should  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  this  gallant  hero  of  Wyo- 
ming, a  handsome  and  suitably  in- 
scribed tablet.  In  July  last,  on  the  an- 
niversary of  his  death,  was  placed  on 
the  front  wall  of  the  society  building 
at  an  expense  of  $200.  The  Butler  fund 
now  amounts  to  $550,  the  Lacoe  fund  is 
$600,   and   the   Ingham   fund   $500. 

The  curators  of  geology  and  paleont- 
ology report  gratifying  progress  In 
their    department. 

Horace  E.  Hayden. 


The  report  of  the  treasurer.  Dr,  P.  C 
Johnson,  showed  the  receipts  to  have 
been  as  follows: 

Interest  on  investments  $  1,084  00 

Dues  of  members 804  50 

Luzerne  County  200  00 

Special    contribution,    Mrs.    Guth- 
rie           2000 

Contribution,  Major  Stearns  50  00 

Contribution,  W.    L.    Conyngham.       200  00 

Contribution,  Mrs.   C.    Parrish 160  00 

Contribution,  Frederick  B.   Peck..        10  00 

Contribution.  W.  C.  Shepherd 35  16 

Contribution,  cataloging  fund    8U  50 

Life   memberships    500  00 

The  item  for  dues  is  really  $110  larger,  as 
dues  to  that  amount  came  in  after  the  ac- 
count was  closed.  The  catalog  fund  was 
also  $45  better  for  the  same  reason. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


The  expenditures  were  as  follows: 

Publications  and  printing  $    746  80 

Secretary,   assistant,  janitor   1,286  97 

Books  for  library  100  00 

Interest  on  Wright   fund   60  00 

Interest  on  Reynolds  fund  50  00 

Interest  on  Ingham  fund  16  00 

Interest  on  Lacoe  fund   17  50 

Interest  on  Butler  fund  15  00 

Ufe       membership       Christopher 

Wren    100  00 

Book   cases    70  31 

Address,  David  Craft  26  00 

Incidentals  28i  96 

Cataloging  fund    ..* 688  68 

Bought  1  Webster  bond  1.000  00 

The  invested  fund  is  now  as  follows: 

Water  Oo I  7,000  00 

Plymouth    Bridge    Co 6,000  00 

Miner-Hillard    Milling   Co 1.600  00 

Sheldon  Axle  Co 1.000  00^ 

People's    Telephone    1,000  00 ' 

Webster  Coal  &  Coke  Co 4,000  00 

Westmoreland  Club 80O  00 

United  Gas  &  ElectHc  1.000  00 

Total  I21.80O0O 


LATE  J.  RIDQWAY  WRIGHT. 

[Daily  Record.   Feb.  18,  1906.] 
The  following  resolutions  on  the  death 
of    the  late  J.   Rldgway  Wright  were 
adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  His- 
torical Society: 

Resolved.  That  in  the  death  of  MaJ. 
J.  Rldgway  Wright,  which  occurred  In 
New  York  City  on  Friday,  Jan.  20.  1906, 
the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geological 
Society  lost  one  of  its  most  devoted 
members.  He  served  in  the  capacity  of 
recording  secretary  two  years,  librar- 
ian thriteen  years,  vice  president  five 
years  and  curator  of  archeology  eight 
years,  during  which  time  his  interest 
and  efforts  to  strengthen,  assist  and 
foster  the  society  have  been  of  incal- 
culable value. 

Also  be  it  resolved.  That  coincident 
to  the  loss  which  this  society  has  sus- 
tained in  the  death  of  MaJ.  WHght, 
this  city,  in  which  he  was  born  on 
July  7.  1866.  has  sustained  the  loss  of  a 
citizen  whose  uprightness  of  character 
and  splendid  attainments  won  for  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  the  people 
which  few  men  ever  attain.  He  loved 
this  community;  he  served  it  fearlessly 
and  faithfully  in  many  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  As  a  soldier  in  the 
National  Guard  he  was  sans  peur  et 
sans  reproche.  As  a  legislator  in  the 
General  Assembly  representing  the  city 
of  Wilkes-Barre;   as  a  member  of  the 
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city  council;  sis  its  president  under  the 
old  charter;  as  president  of  the  com- 
mon council  under  the  new  charter; 
and  as  the  leader  of  the  Citizens'  Alli- 
ance, his  record  stands  in  the  clear 
sunlight  of  public  esteem  as  one  of  the 
city's  forceful  monuments  of  public  and 
official  Integrity  unsurpassed  In  the 
history  of  our  municipal  corporation. 
He  carried  with  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  public  duties  and  acts  that 
largess  of  kindly  fellowship  and 
brotherly  love  which  ever  marked  him 
with  the  characteristics  of  innate 
democracy  and  a  general  belief  in  the 
will  of  the  people.  No  truer,  more  un- 
selfish servant  ever  served  this  com- 
munity. With  the  strength  and  char- 
acter of  his  splendid  individuality,  his 
public  career  shines  with  a  lustre  that 
exalts  the  service  which  he  rendered 
so  ably,  so  honestly  and  so  unselfishly. 
His  genial,  kindly  nature  impressed  it- 
self upon  every  one  whose  pleasure  it 
was  to  come  in  contact  with  and  know 
him.  The  fellowship  of  his  nature 
reached  out  In  its  broad  grasp  and  en- 
circled a  host  of  friends  who  now 
mourn  with  his  family,  this  society  and 
his  associates  his  untimely  death. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
society  that  we  tender  to  the  family 
of  MaJ.  Wright  our  sincere  sympathy 
and  that  these  expressions  be  inscribed 
upon  the  minutes  and  a  copy  of  same 
be  sent  to  his  family  and  published  in 
the  public  press  of  this  city. 


FIRST  SETTLERS  IN  SUSQUEHAN- 
NA COUNTY. 

[Dolly    Record,    Feb.    16.    1JW6.] 

Among  the  addresses  given  before  the 
Susquehanna  County  Historical  So- 
ciety at  its  .January  meeting  was  one 
by  W.  M.  Post  upon  the  "First  Settlers" 
that  is  of  considerable  interest  because 
of  its  local  coloring.  The  Independent 
Republican  reports  in  part  as  follows: 

I  am  supposed  to  know  something  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  section,  as  I 
am  one  of  the  oldest  native  born  reti- 
dents  of  this  section.  What  C  have 
prepared  Is  taken  from  the  diary  of 
Isaac  Post,  now  in  the  possession  of 
hi.o  gr&ndson.  Isaac  Post  of  Scranton. 

This  Isaac  Post  (my  uncle)  was  born 
Aug.  12.  1784.  His  father  fell  from  a 
fence,  injured  the  spinal  marrow  and 
died  soon  after,  leaving  three  small 
children.   Isaac.   David   and   Polly;    the 
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latter  dying  when  about  seven  years 
old.  The  estate  was  quite  extensive, 
and  the  widow  had  little  business 
ability,  and  several  heirs  wantc^l  a 
share  in  the  property. 

In  1794  the  widow  married  Bartlett 
Hinds,  a  man  who  had  spent  most  of 
his  money  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  hs-d  lots  of  continental  money, 
which  was  worthless. 

Slaves  were  owned  by  the  Post 
family,  but  finally  set  tree.  Hinds 
was  asked  to  come  to  this  section  and 
settle  on  an  1,800  acre  tract  of  land 
under  the  Connecticut  grant,  and  was 
to  have  a  large  share  for  looking  after 
It.  Isaac  and  David  were  then  about 
15  and  14  years  old. 

They  drove  to  Brooklyn,  where  Isaac 
had  a  very  narrow  escape  while  trying 
to  hold  the  sleigh  down  a  hill.  They 
crossed  the  river  at  Potter's  Hook 
(now  Jersey  City).  The  sleighing  was 
poor  and  several  of  the  party  walked. 
They  wanted  some  cider,  but  the 
houses  were  few.  At  last  they  reached 
a  log  house  near  the  Delaware  .tnd  saw 
a  sign,  "Feed  and  whisky."  Young 
Post  asked  for  cider;  they  had  none, 
so  he  bought  a  quart  of  whisky,  put 
it  on  the  stove  to  warm  and  was  alout 
to  drink  it  when  Hinds  came  along  and 
told  him  not  to  take  much  of  it.  From 
there  they  went  to  Blooming  Grove, 
which  was  only  a  hut  half  under 
ground.  Another  stopping  place  was 
Shcholen.  Here  the  hay  was  poor, 
but  the  landlord  assured  him  that  the 
horses  would  have  it  all  eaten  before 
morning.  Some  watched,  and  after 
all  were  supposed  to  be  in  bed  the 
landlord  took  the  hay  out  of  the  mang- 
ers and  the  watchers  flogged  him. 
Another  stop  was  at  Deacon  Purdy's, 
on  the  Lackawaxen,  and  from  there  to 
Mt.  Pleasant  and  the  Nine  Partners, 
where  a  settlement  had  been  made  two 
or  three  years  before.  They  stopped 
at  Hosea  Tiffany's  about  2  p.  m.  Mr. 
Tiffany  had  Just  bought  a  barrel  of 
cider  for  |8,  and  the  whole  settlement 
had  turned  out  to  drink  it.  Mr.  Tif- 
fan  netted  $8.06  on  the  cider.  The 
party  then  went  to  Esquire  Tracy's, 
near  Hopbottom.  who  acknowledged 
deeds  under  the  Connecticut  grant. 
They  then  went  to  Mr.  Chapman's 
north  of  Brooklyn,  which  was  six 
miles  from  Stephen  Wilson's  (now  the 
poor  farm).  Just  south  of  Montrose. 
The  party  reached  Wilson's  at  4  p.  m., 
March  18,  1800.  Young  Post  stayed 
here  while  the  rest  went  to  look 
around.    Thought  himself  quite  a  chop- 
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per,  but  young  Wilson  cut  two  logs  to 
his  one. 

The  party  Anally  went  to  Dave  Reyn- 
old's cabin,  and  Hind  and  Foster  went 
down  the  Wyalusing  for  provisions. 
They  took  a  sleigh,  but  the  snow  went 
off.  raised  the  creek  and  compelled 
them  to  abandon  the  sleigh,  and  get 
oxen  to  bring  their  goods  back.  They 
bought  meal,  flour,  a  barrel  of  pork 
and  a  barrel  of  whisky.  These  things 
often  had  to  be  carried  across  the 
creek  on  trees  felled  for  a  bridge. 
Once  the  oxen  were  nearly  drowned. 
The  whisky  barrel  rolled  off,  went 
down  the  hill,  struck  a  tree  and  broke. 
They  saved  only  what  they  could 
drink.  They  made  sugar  that  winter 
and  drank  hemlock  tea. 

Hinds  wanted  hard  wood  land,  and 
decided  to  locate  where  Montrose  now 
is.  The  land  was  bought  from  the 
Penn  estate.  Hinds  having  satisfied 
himself  that  the  Connecticut  claim  was 
Invalid. 

The  purchase  was  for  the  Post  boys. 
They  located  by  the  spring  near  where 
James  P.  Taylor  now  lives. 

Isaac  Post  married  Susanna  Hinds, 
and  took  the  north  half  of  the  property, 
and  soon  built  a  large  house  where  the 
postofflce  now  is. 

The  Milford  and  Owego  and  Bing- 
hamton  and  Wilkes-Barre  turnpikes 
were  built  and  crossed  here.  The 
place  known  previously  as  the  Hinds's 
settlement,  now  became  Post's  Four 
Corners. 

When  talk  began  about  making  this 
a  new  county,  Putnam  Catlin,  a 
Wilkes-Barre  lawyer,  and  attorney  for 
a  rich  land  owner,  said  he  would  come 
here,  locate  in  the  centre,  and  estab- 
lish a  county  seat.  He  located  near 
Brooklyn.  He  was  influential;  but  the 
Post?  were  located  on  the  comers  of 
two  turnpikes,  had  a  hotel,  and  gave 
ten  acres  for  county  buildings.  Dr. 
Rose  was  Influential  and  helped  the 
Posts. 

He  gave  for  county  funds  100  acres 
near  the  village.  Hinds  asked  Dr. 
Rose  to  name  the  town,  which  became 
the  first  Montrose  in  the  United  States. 
Dr.  Rose  came  from  near  Montrose, 
Scotland. 

Rose  then  asked  Hinds  to  name  the 
lake  near  his  home.  They  went  out 
in  a  boat,  and  Hinds  threw  in  a  silver 
dollar  and  Christened  it  Silver  Lake. 

Montrose  was  now  nearly  as  im- 
portant as  Owego,  Wilkes-Barre.  etc. 
Many  prominent  families  came  here 
from  Long  Island,  and  it  was  incor- 
porated  a?  a  borough  in  1824. 
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REVOLUTIONARY    HEROES. 

[Daily   Record,    Feb.    a,    190&.] 

In  view  of  the  contemplated  orsranl- 
zatlon  in  Bloomsburg  of  a  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution it  will  be  of  Interest  to  many  to 
know  that  the  old  Lutheran  Cemetery, 
opposite  the  high  school  in  town,  con- 
tains the  grave  of  Henry  Ohl,  who 
fought  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 
He  served  as  a  private,  first  lieutenant 
and  acting  captain  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Germantown,  Oct.  4,  1777. 

The  Hidlay  Cemetery  in  Centre 
Township  contains  the  grave  of  Rev. 
Asa  Dunham,  who  when  a  mere  youth 
fought  in  the  ranks  of  the  American 
army  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  June 
22,  1778.  Rev.  Mr.  Dunham  was  a 
Presbyterian  minister  and  preached  ^t 
various  points  within  the  county, 
Bloomsburg  being  one. 

There  are  probably  other  graves  of 
Revolutionary  heroes  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  county.  Who  can  advise 
further? 


EARLY    WILKE8-BARRE    PARKS. 

[Daily    Record,    Feb.    a,    liWb.J 

The  American  park  is  a  recent  crea- 
tion when  compared  with  the  parks  of 
Europe.  It  was  natural  for  our  ances- 
tors, especially  the  New  England  peo- 
ple, to  think  little  of  art.  They  came 
from  the  old  world  to  make  homes  in 
the  new.  Impelled  by  a  strong  desire 
for  religious  liberty.  Puritanic  in  action 
and  in  feeling,  their  prevailing  motive 
was  the  church,  a  moral  government 
of  the  communities  which  they  plant- 
ed. Most  of  them  had  few  worldly 
goods.  To  build  a  home,  a  house  that 
would  shelter  them  in  storm,  a  church 
plain  and  simple  in  which  they  could 
worship  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  consciences,  were  the  primal 
ideas.  The  first  necessities,  it  may  be 
said,  in  thef  planting  of  all  colonies, 
are  protection  against  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  and  provisions  for  food 
and  raiment.  These  necessities  filled 
the  minds  and  took  up  the  activities 
of  the  pioneers.  Hence,  so  far  as  the 
Puritan  and  Pilgrim  settlements  of 
New  England  are  concerned,  rigid 
necessity  ruled.  While  here  was  a  peo- 
ple who  had  come  from  Old  England, 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  see  fine 
grounds  over  the  fences  or  through  the 
gateways  of  the  aristocracy  and  the 
royalty  of  England,  not  many  of  them 
had  owned  fine  places  or  been  accus- 
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tomed  to  beautiful  homes  and  fine 
grounds.  Gifted  with  the  best  blood, 
the  Teuton  blood,  the  Anglo-Saxoa 
blood,  they  were  still  narrow,  sharp- 
ly intellectual,  rigrid  and  decided,  thor- 
oughly believing  that  whatsoever  was 
not  needed  in  their  simple  and  long 
religious  service  was  anti-Christ.  Tet 
I  know  that  this  was  not  the  case  with 
many  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  Boston, 
of  Salem  and  of  Water  town,  for  some 
of  the  families  that  came  over  with 
Governor  Winthrop  were  from  the  best 
of  the  families  of  England.  They 
brought  with  them  laces,  silver,  paint- 
ings and  ideas  of  fine  grounds  and 
architecture.  They  were  educated  men 
and  well-bred  women.  This  is  shown 
in  some  of  the  old  houses,  in  all  of  the 
best  built  colonial  houses  in  New  Eng- 
land, so  that  the  art  idea  was  not  left 
entirely  in  the  Old  World  when  our 
ancestors  came  to  the  New. 

However  little  or  much  there  may 
have  been  of  art  in  the  community, 
there  seems  to  have  been  no  great  ef- 
fort to  lay  out  or  improve  public 
grounds.  Boston  Common  was  the 
only  place,  one  may  say,  in  all  New 
England  that  was  a  public  park  down 
to  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  fifty 
or  sixty  years  ago,  and  that  common 
was  but  an  outgrowth  of  the  English 
idea  of  commons.  It  was  not  laid  out 
and  Intended  to  be  a  public  park,  in 
the  modern  sense  or  even  in  the  Eng- 
lish sense.  In  England,  all  over  the 
Island,  there  were  grounds  known  as 
commons,  where  people  pastured  their 
cows  or  their  sheep,  and  in  some  in- 
stances cultivated  the  land  which  they 
did  not  own.  The  titles  were  general- 
ly in  the  name  of  the  lord  of  the  manor 
or  the  king,  but  the  grounds  were  left 
free  or  as  commons.  So  the*  people 
who  settled  Boston  called  this  waste 
land  "The  Commons,"  Just  as  they 
had  been  accustomed  to  call  similar 
lands  In  England. 

In  1633  it  was  decreed  that  one  Will- 
lam  Blackstone  should  have  fifty  acres 
near  his  house  in  Boston  to  enjoy  for- 
ever. In  1634  this  Blackstone  sold  to 
the  town  of  Boston  all  of  his  allotment 
except  six  acres,  and  the  price  paid 
was  thirty  pounds,  and  this  was  laid 
out  by  the  town  for  a  training  field, 
and  as  the  records  say,  was  ever  since 
used  for  that  purpose  and  the  feeding 
of  cattle.  This  was  the  origin  of  Bos- 
ton Common.  There  was  little  If  any 
idea  that  it  would  ever  be  a  park.  The 
native  trees  were  permitted  to  grow 
when  they  did  not  interfere  with  the 
May      training      or      other      militaxy 
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functions.  When  the  city  charter  was 
drawn  up,  a  clause  was  inserted  mak- 
ing the  common  public  property  for- 
ever and  placing  it  beyond  the  power 
of  the  city  either  to  sell  or  give  it 
away.  It  was  the  rallying  ground  for 
all  public  meetings,  parades,  picnics, 
celebrations  and  sports  for  the  child- 
ren, even  before  the  Revolution.  It 
was  from  tnis  common  that  on  April 
18,  1775,  the  British  troops  embarked 
for  Licxington.  Here  the  British 
troops  arrayed  themselves  before  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Here  in  1766 
tne  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  cele- 
brated. It  had  been  the  scene  of  duels, 
war  and  revolution.  It  was  kept  and 
occupied  as  a  common  till  a  very  re- 
cent date,  and  It  was  not  until  1859 
t^t  the  question  was  finally '  settled 
by  a  vote  of  the  legislature  and  a  vote 
of  the  city,  that  Boston  Common 
should  be  a  public  park.  About  the 
same  time  land  was  procured  for  Cen- 
tral Park  in  New  Yorlt.  I  remember 
well  that  in  1856,  while  I  was  on  a 
visit  in  Boston,  they  had  begim  to  fill 
in  the  Back  Bay,  to  make  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Public  Garden.  Thus 
about  twenty-four  acres  of  the  finest 
part  of  the  park  were  added  to  the 
original  forty-four  acres.  These  lands 
with  the  few  squares  that  were  orig- 
inally laid  out  by  William  Penn  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  constituted  ail 
that  there  was  of  public  parks  iu 
American  cities  down  to  that  time. 
We  should  not  forget,  however,  that 
in  nearly  all  of  the  New  ESngland 
towns  a  square,  generally  consisting  of 
from  five  to  ten  acres,  was  laid  out  as 
public  grounds,  generally  as  a  site  for 
the  court  house,  the  town  house  and 
the  church.  There  was  never  much 
effort,  however,  to  beautify  tihese 
grounds.  They  were  generally  fenced 
in  with  a  crude  fence,  and  sometimes 
trees  were  planted  near  the  fence. 

Boston,  with  her  colleges,  schools 
and  universities  has  justly  been  con- 
sidered the  Athens  of  America.  She 
has  generally  been  foremost  in  sug- 
gestion on  public  affairs,  schools, 
reformations  of  prisons,  improvements 
in  highways,  in  general  progress,  in 
literature,  science  and  art.  Her  lead- 
ing men  from  observation  in  travel  and 
from  their  natural  impulses  saw  that 
there  was  great  need  of  parks  and 
boulevards  for  Boston  and  her  environ- 
ment. In  press,  pulpit  and  on  the 
rostrum,  in  clubs  and  at  home,  public 
opinion  began  to  form  itself  into  pur- 
pose in  regard  to  public  parks,  and  In 
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1869  the  matter  was  brought  formally 
before  the  city  government,  and  In 
1874  a  park  commission  was  appoint- 
ed consisting  of  the  mayor,  two  alder- 
men, three  councilmen  and  three  citi- 
zens at  large.  This  commission  made 
a  report  the  following  November.  This 
first  commission  and  other  commis- 
sioners afterwards  appointed  succeed- 
ed finally  in  securing  legislation  and 
means  by  which  the  park  system  of 
Boston  was  begun.  The  Back  Bay  was 
improved  and  the  waste  mud  flats 
converted  into  most  charming  resorts. 
I  have  not  time,  although  it  would  be 
a  great  pleasure,  to  trace  out  the  his- 
tory of  the  magnificent  work  under 
which  the  grand  park  system  of  Bos- 
ton has  been  so  far  completed.  I  refer 
to  this  work  of  the  Bostonians  because 
they  set  the  example,  they  originated 
the  American  park  idea,  they  have  per- 
fected the  building  of  roadways  and 
boulevards;  they  have  held  closely  to 
the  natural  features  and  conditions, 
never  if  possible  permitting  nature  to 
be  marred.  When  completed  the  Met- 
ropolitan Park  system  of  Boston  will 
be,  in  my  judgrment,  the  grandest  in 
the  world.  No  finer  scenery  can  bte 
found,  no  better  roads  can  be  made. 
One  of  the  great  credits  due  to  the 
people  of  Boston  is  that  they  never 
forget  the  service  of  a  great  man  or 
woman.  In  some  form,  either  a  statue 
or  some  fitting  monument  rises  to  do 
honor  to  the  men  or  the  work  done. 
The  American  Park  is  to  a  very  great 
extent,  or  will  be,  the  Boston  Ideal  of 
parks  carried  out  in  other  sections  of 
the  country  as  near  as  possible,  fully 
and  completely  adapted  to  the  natural 
conditions.  Much  we  owe  to  old 
Athens;  all  the  world  of  beauty  and 
adornment  goes  back  there  to  borrow 
a  column,  an  architrave,  a  pedestal,  a 
piece  of  sculpture,  anything,  every- 
thing that  goes  into  the  highest  form 
of  decorative  art.  Just  so  all  of  the 
West  go  back  to  Boston,  the  Athens 
of  America,  for  ideals  on  schools,  col- 
leges, institutions  and  methods  of  gov- 
ernment, fer  the  institutions  for  char- 
ity and  education.  Just  so  we  take  her 
suggestions  in  architecture,  in  park 
building,  in  literature,  in  science  and 
in  art.  If  you  ask  me,  then,  what  is 
the  American  Park,  I  shall  tell  you 
that  the  American  park  of  to-day  is 
the  Metropolitan  Park  System  of  Bos- 
ton applied  in  its  best  form  to  the  nat- 
ural conditions  of  the  land,  its  con- 
tour, its  water,  brooks,  ponds,  trees, 
bills  and  dales  of  the  locality  where  a 
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park  is     to  be     built."— L.  K  Holden, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  18&3.  when  the  purchase  was  au- 
thorized for  lands  for  Central  Park, 
New  York,  the  acquisition  and  devel- 
opment were  most  bitterly  opposed. 
In  1869  there  were  but  t^o  well  ad- 
vanced rural  parks  in  the  whole  United 
States,  and  in  1886,  only  twenty. 

Not  until  1893  was  the  general  Bos- 
ton system  outlined  but  by  purchases 
and  gifts  controls  more  numerous  large 
pleasure  grounds  than  are  held  by  any 
public  authority  on  this  continent. 

In  1897  the  following  cities  approxi- 
mately the  size  of  Wilkes-Barre  had 
park  systems  which  reflect  the  public 
spirit  of  their  citizens: 

City.  P'latlon.P'rks.Acre.  Cost. 

Duluth     Minn 67,000       4       425     1550,000 

Peoria,  Ills 60.000       4        33       880,000 

Springfield,   Mass.. 60,000       1       4S3      169,000 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  .75,000       4       406       116.000 

Hartford,   Conn.... 70,000      6    1,067       

Wilmington.  Del. ..70.000      4      266       

Turning  to  Wilkes-Barre,  what  is  our 
history  and  status  in  regards  to  a 
park  system?  Modern  philanthropy 
has  given  us  all  our  churches,  two  hoe- 
pitals,  a  United  Charities  Association, 
a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  B.  I.  A-,  a 
Home  for  Friendless  Children,  a  Home 
for  Homeless  Women,  numerous  kin- 
dergartens and  a  free  library  with  an 
endowment  of  $350,000  but  has  never 
contributed  any  land  or  money  for 
public  parks.  For  one  hundred  years 
we  have  been  at  a  standstill  in  refer- 
ence to  parks. 

Judge  Stanley  Woodward  in  Mahon 
vs.  Luzerne  County,  197  Pa.,  3,  has 
well  summarized  the  origin  of  our 
present  parks.  "Under  the  Connecti- 
cut settlement  of  the  Wyoming  Valley, 
the  township  of  Wilkes-Barre  was  first 
surveyed  and  laid  out  by  David  Meade 
in  1770.  In  1773  the  town  plot  of  what 
afterwards  became  the  borough  of 
Wilkes-Barre  was  laid  out  by  Capt. 
Durkee,  and  this  plot  shows  the  centre 
square  as  an  open  space  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  plot,  upon  which  the 
streets  were  bounded.  In  1804  a  cer- 
tificate was  issued  by  the  commission, 
ers,  under  the  act  of  April  4,  1799,  to 
LK)rd  Butler,  Matthias  Hollenback  and 
Jesse  Fell,  as  the  township  committee, 
for  two  parcels  of  land  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  one  being  that  known  as  the 
river  common  extending  from  South  to 
Union  streets,  and  the  other  being  the 
Public  Square." 

Ever  since  Lrord  Butler,  Matthias 
Hollenback  and  Jesse  Fell  in  1804  re- 
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oelyed  our  river  common  the  acreage 
of  our  parkB  has  not  been  increased 
either  by  individual  grift  or  municipal 
appropriation. 

Boston  acquired  her  commons  in 
1€33.  though  not  formally  made  a  put>> 
lie  park  till  1859  and  slumbered  tiU 
1893.  Wllkes-Barre  acquired  her  com- 
mons in  1S04  and  slumbered,  a  little 
longer.  untU  1903. 

After  ninety-nine  years  waiting  an 
awakening  came  in  1903  when  Warren 
H.  Manning,  the  famous  Boston  land- 
scape architect,  made  a  visit  toWilkes- 
Barre  and  made  an  examination  of  the 
city  and  surrounding  country  for  the 
purpose  of  outlining  a  park  system. 

On  Nov.  8.  1904,  the  voters  of  the  city 
recorded  their  approval  of  the  effort 
being  made  for  municipal  improve- 
ments and  I21M.000  of  the  $406,000  loan 
will  be  used  to  improve  the  streets. 
As  in  any  system  of  parks  adequate 
connection  with  the  city  centre  must 
be  made  by  existing  streets— which 
must  be  broad,  well  paved  and  free 
from  commercial  traflBc— we  have 
started  well  by  improving  our  streets. 
When  the  streets  contemplated  in  the 
loan  are  paved  we  will  possess: 

Main  street  paved  from  Horton  street 
to  Kulp  avenue. 

River  street  paved  from  below  Sulli- 
van to  city  line  (north). 

Connecting  with  Carey  avenue  to 
Division  street  on  the  south,  the  out- 
let to  Nanticoke  by  the  River  road. 

Northampton  street  paved  from 
River  street  to  Meade  street,  outlet  to 
Laurel  Run. 

Market  street  paved  from  Meade 
street  to  Kingston  Corners,  outlet  to 
West  Side. 

Scott  street  paved  to  Conyngham 
avenue,  the  outlet  to  the  Bear  Creek 
boulevard. 

Hasle  street  paved  to  Stanton  street. 

North  Pennsylvania  avenue  paved 
from  Market  street  to  city  line,  north, 
outlet  to  Parsons,  etc. 

"In  the  growth  of  taste,"  says  a 
writer,  "no  educator  of  the  people  has 
been  more  valuable  than  the  parks. 
Their  attractiveness  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  causes  of  that  everywhere 
increasing  desire  for  more  i>erfection 
in  home  surroundings.  A  beautiful 
park  may  awaken  a  desire  for  a  love- 
lier home  garden,  and  the  wish  for  a 
beautiful  home  grows  into  a  wish  for 
a  beautiful  street." 

In  the  attempt  to  solve  the  problem 
in  American  cities  of  favoring  all  sec- 
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tions  impartially  in  the  choice  of  sites 
has  arisen  the  chain  system  of  parks. 
This  chain  system  of  parks  broadens 
througrhout  the  community  the  feeling- 
of  near  and  personal  interest  in  the 
parks  and  extends  the  area  through 
gifts  of  land  for  park  purposes  may 
be  appropriately  made.  Half  of  the 
city  park  investment  of  the  United 
States  has  come  in  gifts  from  private 
persons.  The  experience  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  is  typical.  The  principal  park 
comprises  463^  acres,  made  up  of 
twenty-four  parcels  of  land.  Of  this 
nineteen  parcels,  containing  339^ 
acres,  were  the  gifts  of  Individuals. 

If  individuals  in  Springrfield,  Mass., 
a  city  of  60,000,  have  given  nearly  340 
acres  of  land  for  public  parks,  why 
cannot  individuals  in  Wilkes-Barre  do 
likewise? 

The  fact  that  no  individuals  in  the 
pa^t  In  Wilkes-Barre  have  ever  made 
a  gift  of  land  for  nark  purposes  need 
not  discourage  us.  The  same  Individ- 
uals that  have  such  land  have  given 
largely  to  other  city  charities  and  only 
need  the  park  education  to  have  them 
demonstrate  their  generosity  and  pub- 
lic spirit  along  that  line. 

Who'll  be  the  first  to  add  his  or  her 
name  to  the  roH  of  Lord  Butler,  Mat- 
thias Hollenback  and  Jesse  Fell,  the 
founders  of  Wilkes-Barre's  parks? 

R.  Nelson  Bennett, 


DEATH  OF  BENJAMIN  F.  DILLEY. 
[Daily   Record.   Feb.   25,    1905.] 

At  11:40  last  night  occurred  the  death 
of  Benjamin  F.  Dilley,  one  of  Wilkes- 
Barre's  best  known  citizens.  Mr.  Dllley 
was  known  not  only  in  this  city,  but 
by  reason  of  his  prominence  among  the 
Elks  and  other  fraternal  organizations, 
was  known  all  over  the  State.  His 
death  occurred  after  an  Illness  lasting 
over  a  year,  but  a  month  or  more  be^ 
fore  Christmas  his  ailment  began  to 
take  on  a  more  serious  turn.  Since 
that  time  he  had  been  gradually  weak- 
ening and  for  some  days  past  his  death 
had  been   momentarily   expected. 

On  Monday  last  he  fell  into  a  state 
of  coma  from  which  he  never  fully  re- 
covered, although  there  were  occasion- 
al gleams  of  consciousness.  Faithful 
friends,   of  which  po  map  in   the  city 
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had  more,  watched  by  his  bedside  day 
and  night  and  did  all  In  their  power  to 
aid  him.  His  death  was  due  to  uremia. 
On  Thursday  it  was  thought  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to  live  until  night 
but  he  survived  the  night  and  yester- 
day morning  was  apparently  a  little 
better.  Last  night  he  again  grew 
worse  and  at  11:40  o'clock  passed  peace- 
fully away. 

Mr.  Dllley  was  bom  in  Philadelphia 
on  Sept.  23.  1836.  His  parents  died  many 
years  ago.  He  came  to  Wilkes-Barre 
in  1866  and  entered  in  partnership  with 
the  late  A.  H.  Shimer  as  proprietor  of 
the  E^xchange  Hotel.  This  partnership 
lasted  until  Mr.  Shimer's  death  In  1870. 
Several  years  later  he  started  in  the 
hotel  business  on  his  own  account, 
leasing  the  building  where  Edward 
Kemmerer  now  has  a  Jewelry  store,  on 
Public  Square,  being  now  a  portion  of 
the  Marks  building.  At  that  time  it 
was  a  three  story  brick,  owned  by  the 
late  Joseph  Baker,  who  conducted  a 
butcher  shop  there.  Mr.  Dilley  re- 
modeled the  place  which  he  successful- 
ly conducted  as  a  hotel  up  to  1882.  He 
then  leased  the  property  at  10  West 
Market  street,  from  William  Stoddart, 
which  he  has  occupied  ever  since. 

He  leaves  no  near  relatives.  His 
brother,  who  was  employed  as  a  com- 
positor in  the  Wilkes-Barre  Record  of- 
fice in  1885.  died  about  1888.  His  wife 
died  several  years  ago.  Mrs.  Dilley's 
sister,  Mrs.  George  Ent  of  Anglesea,  N. 
J.,  is  the  only  one  of  tlie  family  circle 
now  surviving.  His  nearest  friend. 
Col.  S.  I.  Middleton  of  Philadelphia,  an 
old  schoolmate,  who  has  been  at  Mr. 
Dilley's  bedside  the  past  two  weeks  at 
the  special  request  of  the  deceased. 

The  deceased  was  highly  successful 
in  business  and  amassed  quite  a  for- 
tune, despite  the  fact  that  he  gave 
away  hundreds  of  dollars  every  year 
in  charity.  He  was  generous  to  a  fault. 
He  always  remembered  the  poor  and 
needy.  The  rental  from  his  property 
adjoining  his  hotel  he  has  devoted  to 
charity  for  many  years  and  he  was 
never  known  to  refuse  the  request  for 
aid  of  any  deserving  person.  In  many 
instances  he  was  known  to  spend  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  in  paying  the  rent  and 
for  the  necessaries  of  life  for  numerous 
poor  persons  and  families. 

He  established  a  poor  box  in  his  place 
of  business  in  1877,  where  customers 
dropped  spare  change.  All  this  money 
was  given  to  charitable  purposes.  Since 
the  establishment  of  the  box  the  con- 
tents have  amounted  to  about  $11,000. 
He  left  quite  an  estate. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Vol.  13  907 

Through  the  personal  efforts  of  Mr. 
Dllley,  Wilkes-Barre  Lodge  No.  109, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  was  organized  in  this  city  and 
the  members  thought  so  well  of  his  ex- 
cellent work  for  the  organization  that 
he  has  been  the  exalted  ruler  of  No. 
109  the  past  twelve  years.  He  was 
considered  by  all  the  members  as  the 
father  of  the  lodge  and  his  every  wish 
was  followed  in  the  strictest  sense  of 
the  word  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  organization.  He  was 
considered  one  of  the  leading  Elks  of 
the  United  States. 

He  established  the  Elks'  Rest  in  Hoi- 
lenback  Cemetery  several  years  ago. 
He  purchased  the  plot  and  personally 
supervised  the  placing  of  a  fifty  ton 
boulder  on  the  plot.  This  boulder 
was  hauled  from  the  Wilkes-Barre 
Mountain  to  the  cemetery.  After  the 
boulder  was  put  in  place  he  had  erected 
upon  the  summit  a  monster  bronze  elk. 
This  alone  cost  him  over  $5,000.  This 
plot  he  deeded  to  Wilkes-Barre  Lodge 
of  Elks  as  a  memorial  to  the  order.  He 
also  endowed  the  Hollenback  Cemetery 
Association  with  enough  money  to 
keep  the  plot  and  monument  in  good 
condition  for  many  years  to  come.  He 
erected  this  monument  in  memory  of 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Carrie  Dllley.  The  lat- 
ter left  a  will  in  which  was  a  request 
that  her  remains  be  cremated,  and  this 
request  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Dilley. 
Her  ashes  were  placed  in  an  urn  and 
the  urn  was  enclosed  in  a  niche  cut  into 
the  boulder. 

He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Mt.  Horeb 
Council,  a  royal  and  select  master 
Mason  of  Wilkes-Barre,  a  member  of 
Irem  Temple,  a  noble  of  the  Mystic 
Shrlners  of  Wilkes-Barre.  He  was 
also  a  life  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
Chapter,  commander  and  consistory, 
thirty-second  degree  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rites  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  De- 
ceased also  belonged  to  Broderick 
Conclave  of  Heptasophs,  Council  396 
Royal  Arcanum,  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Press 
Club,  being  eligible  on  account  of  hav- 
ing been  a  printer  and  newspaperman 
in  early  life. 

Mr.  Dilley  enlisted  on  Dec.  2,  1861,  in 
the  First  brigade  of  the  Department 
of  West  Virginia,  and  participated  in 
many  engagements  In  the  Potomac 
campaign,  until  finally  captured  by  a 
mounted  force  In  one  of  Gllmore's  raids. 
He  was  a  sergeant  at  that  time  and  in 
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charge  of  a  company  in  winter  quar- 
ters at  Pattersoti'fl  Creek,  Va.  Mr. 
Dllley  was  confined  in  Belle  Isle  Mili- 
tary Prison,  which  he  says  was  worse 
than  Andersonvllle.  and  on  March  8, 
1864,  was  taken  to  the  latter  place,  be- 
inir  among  the  first  batch  of  prisooero 
who  arrived.  He  remained  at  Ander- 
sonvllle until  March  18,  1865,  one  year 
and  one  week. 

There  were  about  SOO  men  in  Ander- 
sonvllle when  Sergt.  Dilley  arrived,  one 
of  a  large  batch  of  starving,  dying 
men  from  Belle  Isle.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent penman  at  that  time,  and  learn- 
ing that  Commandant  Wirz  was  look- 
ing for  a  few  good  clerks  among  the 
-  Union  soldiers  to  assist  in  keeping  a 
record  of  the  prisoners,  he  tendered  his 
services.  WJrz  was  so  pleased  with 
his  penmanship,  which  was  shown  in 
a  printed  letter  of  application,  that  he 
at  once  engaged  Sergt.  EWlley,  and  then 
began  for  the  latter  a  year  of  exciting 
incidents,  although  with  less  privation 
than  those  confined  on  the  inside. 


MANY    INDIAN    RELICS. 

[Daily  Record,  March  1,  1905.J 
The  hill  on  Andrew  Sherwood's  place 
In  Mansfield  now  being  occupied  by 
Hope  Cemetery,  was  formerly  the  site 
of  an  ancient  Indian  village,  as  is  at- 
tested by  the  large  number  of  relics 
which  about  one  acre  of  ground  has 
yielded.  In  addition  to  large  numbers 
which  have  been  found  and  taken 
away  by  others.  Mr.  Sherwood  now 
has  in  his  possession,  all  from  this  acre 
of  ground,  the  following  remarkable 
lifet:  Forty-six  sinkers  (used  in  nets), 
forty  pistols  (whole  and  broken),  four 
stone  spoons,  one  spear  head,  410  arrow 
points  (whole  and  broken),  fifteen  flint 
awls,  twenty-one  celts,  or  ungroved 
axes,  ten  broken  celts,  two  ceremonials, 
five  ornaments,  one  grooved  ax  or 
hatchet,  three  polishing  stones,  sixteen 
flint  knives,  four  gouges,  six  anvils  and 
615  hammer  stones,  besides  numerous 
nondescript  relics. 

Mr.  Sherwood  has  recently  supplied 
the  Carnegie  Museum  in  Pittsburg 
with  500  of  the  hammer  stones.  They 
are  most  remarkable  relics,  and  a  great 
puzzle  as  to  what  they  were  used  for 
or  how  they  were  made,  as  their  manu- 
facture would  try  the  best  of  stee^.— i 
rpowanda  Review. 
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Wilkes-Barre  chartered.  24. 

Wilkes-Barre  CMty  Incorporated,  19. 

Wilkes-Barre  60  years  ago,  135. 

Wllkes-Barre  in  1S44.  226. 

Wmiams.  Isaac,  112.         ^    ^^ 

Woodwnrd,  Stanley,  dead,  167.  ,   ^.  ^ 

Wyoming      Commemorative      Association 

^1906)    191 
Wyoming      Commemorative      Association 

Wyoming  Historical  Society,   111.  130,   134, 

Wyoming  Monument  exercises  1905,  69. 
Wyoming  Valley  in  1847,  229 
\arrington.  Thomas  O.,  dead,  113. 
Yates.  Francis,  dead.  129. 
Young  Ransom  95  years  old,  105. 
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WHO  CHAINED  JEFF  DAVI87 

[Dally  Record,  March  2,  i«06.j 
ThroufiTh  the  courtesy  of  e  gentleman 
Who  has  gone  through  tho  public  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  fettering  of  Jeffer- 
??"  I>avls,  while  a  prisoner  of  war  in 
Fortress  Monroe,  the  Record  is  able  to 
give  the  exact  facts.  These  show  that 
Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles  was  authorized  to 
fetter  Mr.  Davis  if  he  deemed  it  neces- 
»ar/,  and  that  he  did  so  apply  the  fetters, 
although  from  Secretary  Dana's  descrip- 
tion of  the  guard,  escape  would  have  been 
impossible.  It  also  appears  that  instead 
or  Qen.  Miles  asking  for  perraisaion  to 
remove  the  fetters  he  was  ordered  by 
Secretary  Stanton  to  remove  them.  The 
discussion  has  resolved  Itself  into  ques- 
t  on  of  fact,  without  reference  to  the 
right  or  the  wrong  of  the  fact.  The  story 
as  told  by  the  participants  at  the  time 
Z  £«und  in  Volume  121  of  "War  of  the 
Rebellion:  Official  Records  of  the  Union 
ana  Confederate  Armies,"  issued  by  the 
government,  page  66?  to  page  577. 

Port  Monroe.  May  22,  1865. 
Hon  E.   M.  Stanton,  Washington: 

The  two  prisoners  (Davis  and  Clay) 
have  just  been  placed  in  their  respective 
casem^^nts.  The  sentries  are  stationed 
both  within  and  without  their  doors.  The 
bars  and  locks  are  fastened,  and  the  reg- 
ular routine  of  their  imprisonment  has 
begun.  •  •  •  The  arrangements  for  tho 
security  of  the  prisoners  seems  to  me  as 
complete  as  could  be  desired.  Each  one 
occuplps  the  inner  room  of  a  casemate, 
ihe  window  is  heavily  barred  A  sentry 
stands  within  before  each  of  the  doors 
lea 'ling  into  the  outer  room.  *  These  doors 
are  to  be  grated,  but  are  now  secured  by 
bars  fastened  on  the  outside.  Two  other 
sentries  stand  outside  of  these  doors. 
An  officer  is  also  constantly  on  duty  In 
the  outer  room,  whose  duty  Jt  is  to  see 
his  prisoners  every  fifteen  minutes.  Tho 
outer  door  of  all  is  locked  on  the  outside, 
and  the  key  is  kept  exolusivoly  by  the 
general  officer  of  the  guard.  Two  sen- 
tries are  also  stationed  wltliout  that  door. 
A  strong  line  of  sentries  cuts  off  all  ac- 
cess to  the  vicinity  of  the  casemates.  An- 
other line  is  stationed  on  the  top  of  the 
parapet  over  liead.  and  a  third  line  Is 
posted  across  the  moats  on   ihe  counter 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  Vol  14 

scarp  opposite  the  places  of  conflnement. 
•  •  •  A  lamp  is  constantly  kept  burnin^r 
In  each  of  the  rooms.  •  *  •  I  not  not 
given  orders  to  have  thorn  placed  in  irons, 
as  Qen.  Hallack  seems  opposed  to  it,  but 
Gen.  Miles  is  instructed  to  have  fettera 
ready  if  he  thinks  them  necessary." 
"C.  A,  Dana, 
"Assistant  Secretary  of  War." 


"Port  Monroe,  May  22,  1865. 

"Brevet  Major  Oeneral  Miles  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  place  manacles 
and  fetters  upon  the  hands  and  feet  oC 
Jefferson  Davis  and  Clement  C.  Clay 
WHENEVKR  HD  MAY  THINK  IT  AI>- 
VISABLE  in  order  to  render  their  Im- 
prisonment more  secure.  By  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

"C.  A.  Dana» 
"Assistant  Secretary  of  War." 

Note  that  it  was  left  to  his  judgment 
whether  or  not  ihe  fetters  should  be  ap- 
plied. 

The  next  day  Mrs.  Davis  wrote  to  Gen, 
Miles  as  follows: 

"Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  23,  1865. 

"Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your 
courtesy  and  kind  answers  to  my  ques- 
tions of  this  morning.  I  cannot  quit  the 
harbor  without  begging  you  again  to  look 
after  my  husband's  health  for  me." 


A  day  later  Gen.  Miles  wrote  that  he 
had  applied  the  fetters: 

"Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  24,  1865. 
"C.  A.  Dana,  Bsq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
War: 

"Sir:  •  •  •  Yesterday  I  DIREXTTBD 
that  irons  be  put  on  Davis's  ankles,  which 
he  violently  resisted,  but  became  more 
quiet  afterwards.  His  hands  are  unen- 
cumbered.   •    •    • 

"Nelson  A.  Miles, 
"Brevet  Major  General." 


This  brought  out  the  following  tele- 
gram: 

"War  Dex)artment, 
"Washington  City,  May  28,   ia66w 
"Major  General  Miles,  Commanding,  etc.. 
Fort  Monroe: 

"Please  report  whether  irons  have  or 
have  not  been  placed  on  Jefferson  Davis. 
If  they  have  been,  when  was  it  done,  and 
for  what  reason,  and  remove  them. 

"Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
"Secretary  of  War." 


"Fort  Monroe.  Va,,  May  28,  1865. 
"Hon    Edwin    M.    Stanton,    Secretary   of 

War: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to 
your  dispatch,  that  when  Jeff  Davis  was 
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first  confined  in  the  casemate  the  Inner 
doors  were  light  wooden  ones  without 
locks.  I  directed  anklets  to  be  put  upon 
his  ankles,  which  would  not  interfere 
with  his  walking,  but  would  prevent  his 
running,  should  he  endeavor  to  escape,  in 
the  meantime  I  have  changed  the  wooden 
doors  for  grated  ones  with  locks  and  the 
anklets  have  been  removed.  Every  care 
is  taken  to  avoid  any  pretense  for  com- 
plaint, as  well  as  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  his  escape. 

"N.  A.  Miles, 
"Brigadier  General." 


In  the  Record  of  March  2  appeared  a 
specially  prepared  article  giving  ofll- 
cial  copies  of  the  severcU  letters  that 
passed  between  the  War  Department  at 
Washington  and  Gen.  Miles  with  refer- 
ence to  the  treatment  and  care  of  Jef- 
ferson Davis,  who  was  Incarcerated  in 
Fort  Monroe  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  A 
copy  of  the  Record's  article  was  sent 
to  Mrs.  Varina  Jefferson  Davis  in  New 
York,  where  she  is  at  present  staying, 
and  she  said  that  it  was  the  most  suc- 
cinct and  convincing  article  that  she 
had  seen  published  in  any  newspaper. 
The  controversy  she  has  had  with  C3en. 
Miles  on  the  treatment  of  her  husband, 
the  President  of  the  Confederacy, 
while  a  prisoner  of  war  in  1865,  has  at- 
tracted wide  attention. 

Mrs.  Davis  hcus  some  ties  to  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey.  Her  father  was 
a  son  of  Governor  Richard  Howell  of 
New  Jersey,  and  fought  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  lost  a  young  brother  in  one  of 
the  battles  on  the  lakes.  Governor 
Howell's  only  brother,  surgeon  Lewia 
Howell,  died  In  the  Revolutionary  War 
in  the  service,  and  Mrs.  Davis's  grand- 
father was  one  of  the  "Indians"  who 
threw  the  tea  Into  the  sea  off  the  coast 
of  New  Jersey  before  the  war  was  de- 
clared. He  was  a  friend  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington and  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
when  he  was  governor  of  New  Jersey 
<which  he  was  by  acclamation  eight 
terma)  he  led  the  New  Jersey  troops 
against  the  whisky  insurrectionists. 
Her  cousin,  Daniel  Agnew,  was  judge 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court  for 
years.  One  of  her  first  cousins  was  a 
rear  admiral  in  the  Federal  Navy 
throughout  the  war,  and  Richard  Brod- 
head,,  a  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
forty  years  ago,  married  Mr.  Davis'A 
niece,  and  her  son,  Davis  Brodhead.  is 
a  lawyer  in  Bethlehem.  The  Bethlehem 
Brodheads  are  also  related  to  the  Brod- 
tieads  of  this  city. 
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JAMES  BIRD. 

[Mrs.  Ellen  Hoover  of  Scranton  sent 
this  old  poo-m  by  the  late  Hon.  Ohartea 
Miner,  the  historian,  with  a  reauest  that 
It  be  reprinted.  We  are  told  that  Bird 
merely  deserted  one  part  of  the  army  to 
Join  another  part  and  was  treated  as  x 
Teal  deserter. —Ed.  Record.] 

Sons  of  Freedom,  listen  to  me 

And  ye  daughters,  too,  grive  ear; 
Tou  a  sad  and  mournful  story 
As  was  ever  told  shall  hear. 

Hull,   you   know,   his  troops   surrendered 
And  defenseless  left  the  west; 

"Then  our  forces  quick  assembled, 
The  invaders  to   resist. 

•Among:  the  troops  that  march' d  to  E>rie 
Were  the  Kingston  Volunteers; 

Captain  Thomas  then  commanded, 
To  protect  our  west  frontiers. 

Tender  were  the  scenes  of  parting; 

Mothers  wrung  their  hands  and  cried; 
Maidens  wept  their  love  in  secret. 

Fathers  strove  their  tears  to  hide. 

'But  there's  one  among  the  number; 

Tall  and  graceful  in  his  mien, 
'Firm  his  step,  his  look  undaunted; 

Scarce  a  nobler  youth  was  seen. 

•One  sweet  kiss  he  stole  from  Mary, 

Craved  his  mother's  prayers  once  more, 
Press'd  his  father's  hand  and  left  them 
For  Lake  E}rie'8  distant  shore. 

Mary  tried  to  say  "Farewell  James;" 
Waved  her  hand,  but  nothing  spoke, 

•*Good-bye  Bird— may  heaven  protect  you** 
From  the  rest  at  parting  broke. 

Soon   they  came   where  noble  Perry 

Had  assembled  all  his  fleet; 
"There  the  gallant  Bird  enlisted. 

Hoping  soon  the  foe  to  meet. 

Where  is  Bird?  the  battle  rages; 
Is  he  in  the  strife,  or  no? 

Now  the  cannon  roar  tremendous- 
Dare   he  meet  his  hostile   foe? 

Aye— behold  him!  there  with  Perry; 

On  the  self  same  ship  they  flght;  • 
Tho*  his  messmates  fall  around  him; 

Nothing  can  his  soul  afright. 
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But  behold,  a  ball  has  struck  himt 

See  the  crimson  current  flow! 
"Leave  the  deck,"  exclaimed  brave  Perry^ 
"No,"  cried  Bird,  *'I  will  not  go." 

Here  on  deck  he  took  his  station; 

Ne'er  will  Bird  his  colors  fly; 
"I'll  stand  by  you,  my  gallant  captain,. 

Till  we  conquer  or  we  die!" 

t 
Still  he  fought  tho*  faint  and  bleeding. 

Till  our  stars  and  stripes  arose; 
•Victory  having  crown'd  our  efforts. 

All  triumphant  o'er  our  foes! 

And  did  Bird  receive  a  pension? 

And  was  he  to  his  friends  restored?- 
No,   nor  never  to  his  bosom 

Clasp'd  the  maid  his  heart  adored! 

But  there  came  most  dismal  tidings. 
Prom  Lake  E3rle*s  distant  shore; 

Better  of  poor  Bird  had  perished 
'Midst  the  cannon's  awful  roar. 

"Dearest  parents,"  said  the  letter; 
"This  will  bring  sad  news  to  you; 
Do  not  mourn  your  first  beloved, 
Tho'   it  brings  his  last  adieu!" 

X 

"I  must  suffer  for  deserting 

From  the  brig  Niagara; 
Read  this  letetr,   brothers,  sisters— 

"lis  tho  last  you'll  have  from  me." 

Sad  and  gloomy  was  the  morning, 

Bird  was  ordered  out  to  die, 
Where's  the  breast  not  dead  to  plty^ 

But  for  him  would  heave  a  sigh? 

Lo!  he  fought  so  brave  at  Brie, 

Freely  bled  and  nobly  dared. 
Let  his  courage  plead  for  mercy; 

Let  his  precious  life  be  spared. 

See  him  march  and  bear  his  fetters, 
Harsh  they  clank  upon  his  ear; 

But  his  step  is  firm  and  manly, 
For  his  heart  ne'er  harbor'd  fear. 

See!  he  kneels  upon  his  coffin; 

Sure  his  death  can  do  no  good; 
Spare  Mm,  hark!  oh  God,  they've  shot  himu 

OhI  his  bosom  streams  with  blood! 

Farewell,   Bird!  farewell  forever, 
Friends  and  home  he'll  see  no  more,. 

But  his  mangled  corpse  lies  buried 
On  Lake  Erie's  distant  shore! 
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RECALLING   BUTLER   HILL. 

[Daily  Record.  March  4,  1905.] 
Is  it  because  what  has  been  called 
"the  forgettery"  of  the  people  on  this 
earth  is  so  good,  or  is  It  that  even 
what  have  been  "widely  published* 
events  really  reach  the  knowledge  of, 
comparatively  speaking,  so  few  read- 
ers, that  every  little  while  some  hap- 
pening of  the  day  is  narrated  as 
"unique''— **the  lirst  thing  of  the  kind 
ever  known" — when  an  occurrence 
similar,  or  much  greater,  had  been  ful- 
ly reported? — reported,  too,  but  a  few 
years  earlier,  for  readers  to  wonder 
over. 

There  must  be  hundreds  upon  hun- 
dreds of  people  from  afar,  as  well  as 
from  nearby  places,  who  crowded  to 
look  upon  the  tropical  summer  effects 
in  the  depths  of  winter  wrought  by 
the  Butler  Hill  mine  fire  above  Pitts- 
ton.  Among  those  hundreds  were  re- 
porters gralore  sent  from  cities  east, 
north,  west  and  south  of  the  Wyoming 
Valley,  and  these  wrote  up  for  liter- 
ally millions  of  readers  all  the  won- 
derful things  they  saw — Including  the 
marvels  of  unseasonable  growth  and 
bloom — and  of  all  they  learned  of  min- 
ing and  civil  engineer  Conrad's  suc- 
cessful shutting  off  of  that  blazing  and 
roaring  destruction  from  the  under- 
ground network  of  mine  passages  from 
Pittston   to  Wilkes-Barre  and  beyond. 

IT  IS  MORE  PEXZJULrlAR 
than  edifying  then  to  read  in  the  news 
dispatches,  and  then  again  In  statelier 
publications  which  gather  up.  sift  and 
letaln  the  most  important  news,  for 
filing  away,  as  "an  entirely  new  thing** 
the  fact  that  a  fire  in  a  French  village 
had  brought  fruit  trees  into  bloom.  It 
is  certainly  interesting  to  read  that 
when  the  confiagration  which  destroyed 
the  village  of  Chensee  Sur-Marne,  near 
Chalms,  last  September,  had  swept  on 
to  the  orchards  beyond  ic.  destroyed 
two  rows  of  trees  and  injured  three 
rows  more,  that  "on  bougha  uninjured 
by  fire  a  second  flowering  immediately 
began.  By  the  end  of  October  all  the 
uninjured  apple  trees  and  lilacs,  towar(J 
which  the  flames  had  swept,  were  in 
full  bloom." 
But  what  was  this  beside  the 
EMERALD  SET  IN  SNOW, 
the  broad,  steep  slope  of  Butler  Hill, 
all  the  long  winter  through  robed  in 
the  most  vivid,  exquisite  green  of 
tropical  upland  meadows,  with  every 
tree  that  had  its  roots  therein  of  full- 
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est  leaf,  the  fruit  trees  here  and  there 
among  them  recalllngr  the  May  time, 
while  all  around  them  the  mountains, 
and  below  them  the  .valley,  were  deep 
In  snow,  and  the  Susquehanna  showed 
not  a  gleam  of  runniner  water  under 
itp  thick  Ice  covering. 

Who  that  saw  It  could  lose  that 
scene  from  "among  the  beautiful  pic- 
tures that  hang  on  memory's  wall"? 
or  forget  the  thrill  that  coursed 
through  brain  and  nerves  as  the  full 
realization  came,  simultaneously  with 
every  glimpse  of  its  marvelous  beauty, 
that  all  the  springing  life  as  of  some 
Southern  summer  island  was  the  re- 
sult of  underground  fires  which  after 
an  appreciably  short  time  would  break 
through  and  destroy  it  all. 

Assuredly  It  was  something  well 
worth  the  remembering,  time  and 
again,  by  every  one  who  saw  It.  For 
any  who  may  have  let  the  picture  slip 
wholly  into  the  background  of  mem- 
ory, they  ought  to  be  grateful  for  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  French  news  gath- 
erer who  told  of  the  flre-wrought  blos- 
soming of  the  orchard  trees  of  Chensee 
Sur-Marne  as  a  thing  "unique,"  un- 
known to  the  world  before  In  all  time. 
Susan  E.  Dickinson. 


SKETCH   OF   MRS.  ANGELINA 

RUQQLES. 

[Daily   Record,   March   6,   11W5.J 

Ottawa,  Kansas,  Feb.  21,  !««. 

Editor  of  the  Record:  My  father.  Samuel 
Tripp  of  Old  Providence  Township  and 
later  of  Ablngton  Township,  who  died  in 
1867,  was  a  life-long  subscriber  to  the 
Record  of  the  Times. 

After  I  became  old  enough  to  take  an 
active  interest  in  newspapers  I  always 
looked  with  great  eagerness  for  the  week- 
ly advent  of  the  Record  into  our  family. 
I  remember  the  articles  written  by  some 
of  the  Record's  correspondents  during' 
the  fifties,  especially  the  contributions  of 
Columbus  J.  Paldwln  whose  nom  de  plume 
was  "Mountaineer,"  especially  the  "Swal- 
lows of  Ablngton,"  whose  articles  appear- 
ed over  his  own  name.  I  have  a  distinct 
recollection  of  a  series  of  essays  on  the 
order  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin's  essays, 
entitled  "The  Man  With  an  Ax  to  Grind," 
written  by  Hon.  Charles  Miner,  the  his- 
torian. They  had  been  previously  pub- 
llFlied  in  a  newspaper  of  which  their 
author  was  oditcr.  So  eager  was  I  to  get 
the  Record  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  my 
seniors  would  never  get  through  with  the 
paper.  I  used  to  think  that  they  began 
reading  at  the  top  of  the  column  on  the 
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first  page  and  read  everything  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  last  column  on  the  eighth 
page. 

I  enlisted  In  1861  and  served  nearly  four 
years.  After  my  return  I  lived  at  home 
a  short  tlm-'*,  then  followed  the  example 
cf  most  of  the  returned  soldiers  and  mar- 
ried. The  Record  came  regularly  until  my 
father  died. 

I  came  West  in  1869  and  lost  track  of  the- 
Record  until  recent  years,  when  I  found 
an  occasional  article  in  the  Topeka  Capi- 
tal, taken  from  the  Record. 

My  object  in  communicating  with  the 
Record  is  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  some 
of  the  very  oldest  readers  of  the  Record, 
a  lady  whom  they  will  possibly  remem- 
ber. 

She  is  Mrs.  Angelina  Ruggles,  who  was 
bom   In   Hanover  Township,     five     miles- 
south  of  WIlkes-Barre,  Dec.  81,  1808.    Her 
father's  name  was  Joslah  Bennett.      Her 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Taylor, 
who   was   a  granddaughter   of   President 
Taylor,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Wyoming  Valley.     In  an  Interview  with- 
Mrs.  Ruggles  she  «»aid  she  went  to  school 
In  Hanover,  her  father,  who  was  an  edu- 
cated man,  being  the  instructor.    Sho  re- 
members the  name  of  Nathan  Oarey  and 
a  Mr.  Holcomb  as  two  of  their  neighbors. 
She    united    with    the    M.    EL    Church    at 
WIlkes-Barre  early  in  life  and  remembers 
Rev.   George  I.ane  and   Rev.   Mr.  Judson- 
as  pastors  of  the  church.    She  was  mar- 
ried to  Ashbel  Ruggrles  at  the  M.  E.  par- 
sonage in   Wilkes-Barre  in  1830,  but  does- 
not  remember  the  pastor's  name. 

In  early  life  Ashftel  Ruggles  learned  the 
potters'  trade,  but  after  he  was  married 
he  followed  farming  and  taught  school 
during  the  winter  months  until  his  health 
failed.  In  1844  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruggles 
emigrated  to  -Rock  County,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  resided,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year,  until  1854,  when  they  moved  to 
Mower  County,  Minnesota.  In  less  than 
two  years  after  they  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Minnesota  Mr.  Ruggles  died, 
leaving  Mrs.  Rugeles  in  a  new  country, 
on  a  new  farm,  which  had  been  scarcely 
opened  up.  She  had  six  healthy  children 
and  they  managed  to  struggle  along  and' 
did  very  nl'^ely.  When  the  Civil  War 
broke  out  in  1861  her  youngest  son  en- 
listed and  went  SV)uth  and  died  in  the 
service. 

After  the  war  Mrs.  Ruggles  lived  with 
severnl  of  h'^r  children  in  Missouri.  In- 
1897  she  came  to  Ottawa,  Kansas,  to  live 
^ith  h»»r  daughter,  Mrs.  Southerland.  Not 
long  after  she  came  to  Ottawa  the  South- 
erland  family  moved  to  Kingman  County, 
the  same  State,  when  in  a  short  time  Mr. 
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Southerland  died.  In  the  course  of  time 
Mrs.  Southerland  remarried,  becoming 
Mrs.  Lashment.  Mrs.  Rugglea  continues 
to  live  with  the  Lashments  neajr  Kingr- 
man.  Kingman  County,  Kansas.  She  re- 
tains her  faculties  to  a  remarkable  de- 
gree for  a  woman  of  her  age.  She  Is  now 
96  years  of  age. 

Stephen  Tripp. 


SUSQUEHANNA  RIVER  DRAINAGE. 
(Daily  Record,  March  18,  1906.] 

A  paper  on  the  quality  of  water  In 
the  Susquehanna  River  drainage  basin 
was  prepared  by  Marshall  Ora  Leigh- 
ton  and  is  now  published  by  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  In  pamphlet 
form.  The  paper  contains  an  Introduc- 
tory chapter  on  physiographic  features 
by  George  Buell  Hollister  which  gives 
much  Information  of  Interest.  At  this 
time,  when  a  flood  seems  Impending,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  "the  Susque- 
hanna Is  the  largest  river  of  the  Atlan- 
tic slope,  its  drainage  area  covering 
arproximately  27,400  square  miles,"  and 
that  "more  than  half  the  Susquehanna 
drainage  area,  approximately  56  per 
cent.,  is  included  in  the  Allegheny 
plateau  In  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania." 

The  following  extracts  are  taken 
from  the  pamphlet: 

"According  to  W.  M.  Davis  another 
and  possibly  a  smaller  stream  was  the 
parent  of  the  Susquehanna.  Its  head- 
waters lay  in  the  mountain  region  of 
the  central  portion  of  the  State  and  it 
flowed  across  the  Allegheny  ridges  to 
the  southeast,  approximately  in  the 
position  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna. Various  causes  combined  to 
render  this  stream  more  vigorous  In  its 
action  than  the  one  previously  referred 
to.  and  in  the  course  of  time  It  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  many  branches  of 
the  Schuylkill  and  even  in  tapping  and 
capturing  many  of  its  entire  upper 
waters. 

"In  this  matter  the  Schuylkill  was 
left  with  a  mere  remnant  of  its  former 
volume.  The  Susquehanna  was  also 
strengthened  by  the  capture  of  the 
Juniata  and  other  streams  on  the  west, 
and  gradually  assumed  its  prominence 
as  the  master  stream  of  the  region. 
This  outline  of  its  previous  history 
must  be  considered  merely  as  a  sug- 
gestion rather  than  as  Remonstrated 
fact. 

ITS   WATERSHED. 

•'The  watershed  of  the  Susquehanna 
embraces  portions  of  four  great  physl- 
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ographic  regions  of  the  eastern  part  of 
the  United  States— the  Allegrheny 
Plateau,  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  the 
great  Allegheny  Valley  and  the  Pied- 
mont Plateau. 

"More  than  half  the  Susquehanna 
drainage  area,  approximately  56  per 
cent.,  is  included  in  the  Allegheny 
Plateau  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  region,  dissected  by  the 
stream  and  its  branches  Into  a  suc- 
cession of  high  hills  and  deep  valleys, 
is  the  remnant  of  an  extended  plain. 
The  plain  is  not  confined  to  the  Sus- 
quehanna watershed,  but  may  be  traced 
eastward  into  the  Catskill  region  and 
southward  to  Alabama. 

"The  principal  streams  in  the  Sus- 
quehanna basin  that  drain  the  Allegh- 
eny Plateau  are  the  Susquehanna  River 
and  the  West  Branch.  The  Susque- 
hanna River  rises  in  Lake  Otsego.  Ot- 
sego County,  N.  Y.  It  flows  generally 
southwestward  through  the  southern 
tier  of  counties  of  New  York  and  enters 
Pennsylvania  in  Bradford  County,  near 
Sayre.  Thence  its  course  is  generally 
southeastward  to  Pittston.  where  it 
leaves  the  plateau  region.  Its  most 
important  tributaries  to  this  point  are 
Chenango  and  Chemung  Rivers,  both 
in  New  York. 

"Lake  Otsego,  which  may  be  con- 
pidered  the  source  of  the  Susquehan- 
na, lies  at  an  elevation  of  1,193  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  altitude  of  the 
Susquehanna  at  its  junction  with  the 
Chenango  at  Binghamton  is  822  feet; 
at  the  Junction  with  the  Chemung  at 
Athens  it  is  744  feet,  and  near  Pittston. 
232  miles  from  its  source,  where  the 
river  leaves  the  Aleegheny  Plateau  and 
enters  the  Appalachian  belt,  it  is  536 
feet,  giving  a  total  fall  of  657  feet,  or 
an  average  fall  on  the  Allegheny 
Plateau  of  2.8  fet  per  mile. 

"In  the  Allegheny  Mountain  region  is 
included  the  drainage  of  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  Susquehanna,  of  the  Juni- 
ata and  its  tributaries,  and  of  almost 
the  entire  West  Branch  bolew  L»ock 
Haven,  with  the  exception  of  its 
northerly  and  westerly  tributaries — in 
brief,  the  portion  of  the  Susquehanna 
system  between  Pittston  and  Harris- 
burg,  with  the  exception  of  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  West  Branch.  The  area  of 
this  part  of  the  watershed  is  approxi- 
mately 8,500  square  miles,  or  about 
31  per  cent,  of  the  entire  drainage 
basin.  The  slopes  of  the  main  stream 
and  its  principal  branches  are  as  fol- 
lows: From  Pittston  to  the  junction 
with  West  Branch  at  Sunbury.  a  dls- 
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tance  of  68  miles,  the  fall  is  114  feet— 
an  average  of  1.6  feet  per  mile.  Prom. 
Sunbury  to  Harrisburg,  53  miles,  the 
fall  is  124  feet — an  average  of  2.4  feet 
per  mile.  The  portion  of  West  Branch 
in  this  region  is  65  miles  long,  and  falls 
110  feet  at  an  average  rate  of  1.6  feet 
per  mile  from  Lock  Haven  to  its  mouth. 
The  Juniata  has  an  average  fall  of  3.1 
fet  per  mile. 

One  of  the  most  striking  features  of 
the  river  in  this  part  of  its  course  is 
Its  bold  persistence  across  the  trend 
of  the  Allegheny  ridges.  Just  above 
Piitston  it  flows  into  the  fertile  Wyom- 
ing Valley,  which  lies  parallel  to  the 
mountain  chain.  It  follows  this  valley 
until  it  reaches  Kanticoke.  where  It 
bends  gradually  southward  across  the 
Lee- Penobscot  Mountain  and  again  re- 
sumes its  southwestw^ard  course,  which 
it  holds  until  reaching  Sunbury.  Here 
it  turns  southward  again,  crossing 
Mahantango,  Berry,  Peters,  Second 
and  Blue  Mountains,  and  emerges  into 
Allegheny  Valley  near  Harrisburg. 

"The  flow  of  Susquehanna  River  at 
WIlkes-Barre  in  September,  1902,  was 
1,100  second-feet.  At  Nantlcoke  dam, 
seven  miles  below  Wilkes-Barre,  the 
flew  at  that  time  was  somewhat  more, 
probably  2,500  second-feet.  Assuming 
that  the  pumpage  of  4&1.9  second-feet 
of  mine  water  Is  sufficiently  close  for 
practical  purposes,  about  one-flfth  of 
the  water  flowing  in  Susquehanna 
River  through  Wyoming  Valley  was 
acid  mine  waste  artiflcially  turned  into 
the  stream.  Under  such  conditions 
any  effects  which  this  mine  water 
might  have  would  be  most  pronounced. 

"The  appearance  of  a  small  stream 
into  which  coal  mine  waters  are  dis- 
charged is  peculiar.  The  bottom  of 
the  channel  is  colored  a  light  yellow, 
and  there  appear  no  signs  of  vegeta- 
tion of  any  kind.  All  flsh  life  in  a 
stream  is  immediately  destroyed  at  the 
flrst  appearance  of  coal  mine  waste. 
Where  culm  as  well  as  acid  mine 
waste  is  dumped  into  the  channel  the 
appearance  is  well  nigh  beyond  de- 
scription. Many  of  the  small  brooks 
emptying  into  Susquehanna  River  in 
Wyoming  Valley  have  no  permanent 
channel;  the  old  channel  has  been  fllled 
by  deposits  of  culm,  and  the  stream 
takes  a  new  course  whenever  freshets 
arise,  often  covering  fertile  flelds  with 
culm  and  doing  great  damage. 

"The  important  question  to  be  con- 
sidered in  this  connection  is  the  effect 
of  the  acid  mine  waste  upon  the  water 
of   Susquehanna   River.       It   has   been. 
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Bhown  that  the  run  oft  from  the  Lack- 
awanna basin  is  befouled  with  sewagre* 
impregnated  with  acid,  and  blackened 
by  culm.  Susquehanna  River  below 
this  point  is  generally  of  the  same^ 
character,  as  it  receives  the  pumpage 
waters  from  all  the  mines  and  the  sew- 
age from  the  cities  in  Wyoming  Valley. 
Below  this  great  Influx  of  putrescible 
matter  one  would  confidently  expect  to- 
find  a  water  of  high  organic  content, 
supporting  enormous  numbers  of  bac- 
teria. The  remarkable  fact  is  that  a 
series  of  channelupnupn5af|l,rfiB  ffip. 
series  of  chemical  analyses  shows  that 
the  water  is  actually  more  free  from 
organic  matter  at  the  lower  end  of 
Wyoming  Valley  than  at  the  upper. 
This  effect  is  traceable  to  nothing  else 
than  the  large»amounts  of  mine  waste 
which  are  turned  Into  the  stream. 

"The  fact  that  the  enormous  quan- 
tity of  fine  culm  turned  Into  Susque- 
hanna Rilver  a  short  distance  above 
Nanticoke  Is  not  apparent  Is  due  to  the 
coagulating  property  of  the  combina- 
tion which  causes  the  large  quantities  . 
of  fine  coal  and  the  organic  matter 
from  city  sewers  to  precipitate  on  the 
bottom  of  the  stream.  It  Is  really  a> 
somewhat  crude  application  of  the  co- 
agulating process  used  in  connection 
with  mechanical  filtration.  The  bottom 
of  the  channel  of  Susquehanna  River 
shows  that  precipitation  occurs  rapid- 
ly, for  there  are  places  at  which  the 
bottom  has  been  raised  from  8  to  12 
feet.  and.  In  fact,  this  has  been  a  con- 
tributory cause  of  recent  damaging 
floods  In  the  City  of  Wllkes-Barre. 

"After  passing  Nanticoke  dam  the 
Susquehanna  emerges  from  the  north- 
ern anthracite  coal  basin  through  a 
deep  gorge,  and  for  some  distance  fiows 
in  a  southwesterly  direction  along  the 
edge  of  the  coal  field.  It  makes  an 
abrupt  turn  at  Shlckshlnny  and  flows 
south  for  some  distance,  and  then  takes 
a  southwesterly  direction  to  its  Junc- 
tion with  the  West  Branch  at  Sun- 
bury. 

"The  country  tributary  to  Susque- 
hanna River  between  the  northern  an- 
thracite coal  basin  and  Sunbury  is 
sparsely  settled,  and  save  for  a  com- 
paratively small  amount  of  contami- 
nation from  a  few  towns  along  its 
banks  and  considerable  mine  water  • 
drainage  from  Nescopeck  Creek,  Cata- 
wlssa  Creek  and  Roaring  Creek,  which  • 
enter  from  the  snuth.  draining  the  mid- 
dle coal  basin,  the  stream  is  not  dam- 
aged to  any  extent.  The  municipalities 
of     Nescopeck.     Berwick,     Ml    lnvllle» 
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Bloomsburg.  Catawissa  and  Danville, 
containing  a  population  of  22,204,  con- 
tribute a  small  amount  of  pollution  to 
the  stream;  but  from  the  physical  ap- 
pearance of  the  water  and  the  general 
Burvey  of  the  entire  region  it  is  ap- 
parent that  the  stream  at  Sunbury  is 
in  better  condition  than  at  Nanticoke." 


EARLY  FLOODS  IN  WYOMING 
VALLEY. 

[Daily  Record,  March  16.  1906.3 

That  the  steep  side  hills  should  never 
have  been  cleared,  but  would  have 
been  more  profitably  kept  in  forest  for 
raising  timber,  and  that  they  should 
be  re-planted  with  valuable  forest 
trees,  for  flnnacial  reasons,  every  per- 
son knows.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to 
clear  them,  but  their  denudation  has 
never  caused  any  of  the  notable  floods 
of  the  past  130  years. 

Dr.  Rothrock,  an  excellent  authority, 
in  a  letter  printed  in  the  Record  about 
four  years  ago,  says:  "A  very  heavy 
rainfall  always  has  produced,  and  al- 
ways will  produce  a  freshet,  no  mat- 
ter whether  the  country  is  cleared,  or 
wooded,"  and  "that  the  removal  of 
the  forest  has  not  influenced  the  quan- 
tity of  the  rainfall." 

The  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh,  In  his 
"EJarth  as  Modified  by  Human  Ac- 
tion," after  having  argued  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  forests  has  a  tendency 
to  increase  disastrous  torrents  and 
floods,  has  the  fairness  to  admit  that 
"P^oods  will  always  occur  in  years  of 
excessive  precipitation,  whether  the 
surface  of  the  soil  be  generally  cleared 
or  generally  wooded."  The  high  flats 
along  the  Susquehanna  River,  which 
are  now  seldom  overflown,  must  have 
been  built  up  by  floods  which  took 
place  when  the  whole  country  through 
which  the  river  and  its  affluents  flow, 
was  a  dense  wilderness  of  woods,  ex- 
cepting the  small  patches  of  cleared 
land  on  which  the  Indians  raised  corn 
and  beans.  The  floods  came  in  spite 
of  the  woods. 

There  was  a  great  ice  flood  in  the 
Susquehanna  River  on  March  15,  1784, 
which  is  described  by  Col.  John  Frank- 
lin, one  of  the  bravest  and  ablest  lead- 
ers of  the  Connecticut  party  in  the 
Valley  of  Wyoming.    He  says: 

"The  uncommon  rain  and  large  quan- 
tities of  snow  on  the  mountains,  to- 
gether with  the  amazing  quantity  of 
ice  in  the  river  swelled  the  stream  to 
an   unusual   height— ten,   and  in  many 
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places  fifteen  feet  higher  than  It  had 
ever  been  known  since  the  settlement 
of  the  country."  He  states  that  up- 
wards of  150  houses  with  their  con- 
tents were  swept  away  by  the  ragring 
torrents  and  lost  forever. 

Some  of  the  great  inundations  have 
been  caused  by  rain  alone  without  the 
assistance  of  melted  snow.  One  of  the 
greatest  in  the  Susquehanna  of  which 
we  have  any  account,  and  which  was 
not  much,  if  any,  less  than  the  mem- 
orable one  of  1865.  took  place  in  Octo- 
ber, 1786,  two  years  after  the  great 
ice  flood,  and  was  called  the  "Pump- 
kin flood,"  because  large  numbers  of 
pumpkins  were  seen  floating  down  on 
the  turbid  waters,  together  with 
shocks  of  corn  and  rail  fences.  It  is 
described  by  Col.  John  Franklin  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  rain  on  the  5th  of  October, 
which  fell  in  about  twenty-four  hours 
raised  the  river  about  six  feet,  and  in 
the  narrows  ten  feet  deeper  than  ever 
known.  The  small  streams  became 
mighty  rivers,  the  mills  were  mostly 
swept  oft,  and  one-half  of  ail  kinds  of 
food  for  man  and  beast  is  forever  lost. 
The  greater  part  of  the  rain  fell  in  the 
afternoon  and  evening  of  the  5th.  The 
Susquehanna  River  that  was  fordable 
at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  was  over 
the  face  of  the  earth  from  mountain  to 
mountain  at  6  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th." 

Neither  the  ice  flood  of  1784  nor  the 
punipkin  flood  of  1786  (both  of  which 
took  place  more  than  119  years  ago) 
could  have  been  caused  (as  some  sup- 
pose) by  "destroying  the  forests,  mak- 
ing bare  the  mountain,  and  hill  crests, 
and  slopes,  etc.,"  for  at  that  time  the 
forests  had  not  been  destroyed,  nor 
hardly  attacked.  The  whole  country 
drained  by  the  river  and  its  tributaries, 
from  the  Wyoming  Valley  to  the 
Otsego  Lake,  was  chiefly  woods— only 
a  few  scattered  clearings  along  the 
bank  of  the  river. 

The  highest  flood  ever  known  in  the 
Susquehanna  River  (unless  it  be  the 
pumpkin  flood)  happened  on  March  18, 
1865.  The  ground  was  frozen  solid, 
even  in  the  woods  under  the  leaves; 
there  was  a  large  body  of  snow  on  the 
ground,  which  several  thawing  days 
had  softened  into  slush  and  started  the 
water  to  running,  then  came  a  hard, 
warm  rain  that  melted  It  off  in  one 
night.  Had  the  whole  country  been 
an  unbroken  wilderness,  from  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  to  Lake  Erie,  it 
would  not  have  prevented   that  great 
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flood  or  left  Its  high  water  marks  one- 
tenth  of  an  Inch  lower. 

There  was  a  tremendous  flood  In  the 
Ohio  River  in  the  month  of  February, 
1884.  wlilch  caused  much  distress  and 
loss  of  property,  especially  at  Cincin- 
nati. The  newspapers  of  New  York 
and  other  cities  declared  It  was  pro- 
duced by  the  denudation  of  forests 
along-  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela 
Rivers.  Even  Harper's  Weekly,  usual- 
ly careful  and  exact  In  Its  statements, 
fell  into  the  same  error  and  said: 

"Let  us  hope  that  next  year  the  wil- 
ful destruction  of  our  forests  will  not 
combine  with  such  uncontrollable 
causes  as  early  freezing  weather,  un- 
usual abundance  of  snow  and  con- 
tinued thaws,  accompanied  with  rain, 
to  produce  a  recurrence  of  these  dis- 
asters that  appeal  to  the  sympathies 
of  all." 

That  great  flood  In  the  Ohio  was 
produced  by  precisely  the  same  causes 
which  produced  the  Ice  flood  In  the 
Susquehanna  In  1784,  and  the  immense 
rise  in  1865.  which  Harper's  hints  at— 
a  large  body  of  snow  carried  off  with 
the  ground  frozen  so  hard  tjiat  not  a 
drop  of  water  could  sink  Into  It. 

The  highest  flood  ever  known  in  the 
Wyalusing  Creek,  and  which  swept  off 
every  bridge  on  the  stream  from  Its 
source  to  Its  mouth,  occurred  In  the 
latter  part  of  summer  and  was  caused 
by  a  thunder  shower.  The  water  did 
not  fall  in  drops,  but  in  solid  sheets — 
she^t  after  sheet,  as  fast  as  you  could 
count.  About  the  centre  of  the  storm 
(as  the  writer  a  few  days  afterwards 
saw),  the  water  ran  down  a  hillside  of 
moderate  slope  where  there  was  no 
depression  to  compress  it.  to  such  a 
depth,  and  with  such  force  as  to  float 
away  bodily  a  rail  fence  to  the  dis- 
tance of  six  rods,  where  It  lodged 
against  some  trees.  The  water  came 
into  a  farm  house  nearby,  which 
stood  on  ground  considerably  higher 
than  the  main  road  and  thirty  feet 
higher  than  the  bank  of  the  creek, 
and  drove  the  Inmates  Into  the  cham- 
ber for  safety.  Billions  of  forest  trees 
standing  thickly  as  they  could  grow, 
would  not  have  hindered  that  water 
from  getting  Into  the  creek  and  over 
all  the  flats  along  its  course. 

The  Scran  ton  Times  says:  "Just 
thirty  years  ago  this  spring,  the  night 
before  St.  Patrick's  Day,  the  Susque- 
hanna came  down  In  sudden  flood 
bearing  the  fragments  of  a  great  Ice 
gorge.  It  carried  with  It  the  Dela- 
ware. L#acka wanna  &  Western  bridge 
below     Pittston     Junction,     and     both 
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highway  brldgres  between  the  Pitta- 
tons,  and  sent  a  tide  up  the  Lacka- 
wanna River  that  swept  away  the  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad  bridge  at  Oox- 
ton." 

Living  ten  miles  back  of  the  rtver, 
and  out  of  sight,  no  doubt  the  editor  of 
the  Scranton  Times  honestly  thinks 
that  there  was  a  big  flood  in  the  Sus- 
quehanna on  St.  Patrick's  Day  very 
early  in  the  morning,  caused  entirely 
"by  destroying  the  forests  and  mak- 
ing bare  the  mountain  and  hill  slopes." 
I  can  truthfully  assure  him  there  was 
nothing  that  could  rightfully  be  called 
a  flood  in  the  river  at  Sugar  Run,  fifty 
miles  above  Pittston.  The  rise  which 
broke  up  the  ice  and  carried  it  away 
was  only  a  few  feet  higher  than  our 
ordinary  rafting  freshet,  and  not  over 
the  banks.  Up  here,  we  always  im- 
derstood  that  it  was  a  great  ice  danr> 
below  Wllkes-Barre  that  raised  the 
water  and  caused  the  fearful  destruc- 
tion of  bridges. 

The  effect  of  forest  removal  on 
farming,  and  on  the  preservation  of 
springs  and  weUs,  is  not  a  subject  of 
-dispute.  We  are  all  agreed  that  the 
removal  of  ^  e  woods  permits  the  sun 
and  the  wind  to  produce  a  rapid  evap- 
oration of  the  rain  water  as  soon  as  it 
falls,  allowing  but  little  to  soak  into 
the  earth  to  supply  the  springs,  wells 
and  creeks  for  the  farms  and  adjacent 
country.  Springs  which  were  once 
perennial,  wells  which  were  never  fall- 
ing and  creeks  which  once  furnished 
an  abundance  of  water  to  turn  the 
wheels  of  mills,  have,  since  the  country 
is  generally  cleared,  either  greatly 
failed  or  become  entirely  dry.  Forestry 
Is  all  right,  but  will  be  injured  and  not 
aided  by  statements  about  floods  which 
are  untrue.  J.  W.  Ingham. 

Sugar  Run,  Pa. 


A   LETTER   FROM   WASHINGTON. 

[Dally  Record,  March  17,  1906.] 
George  Fields,  of  494  Bergenllne 
avenue.  West  New  Tor*.  N.  J.,  has  a 
letter  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  George  Washington  to  Franz  Hop- 
klnson,  says  the  New  York  Sun.  Fields 
says  he  found  it  among  tho  effects  of 
Helen  Mary  Taylor  Wessel,  a  grand- 
aunt,  who  died  many  v*»«irs  ago  at  the 
age  of  97.  He  doesn't  know  whore 
she  got  It. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 
"Dear  Sir:     In  for  a  penny,  In  for  a 
pound,*  is  an  old  adage.    I  nm  so  hack- 
neyed to  the  touches  of  the   palnt;ier*« 
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pencil  that  I  am  now  altogether  at  their 
beck  and  sit  like  patience  on  a  monu- 
ment while  they  are  determining  tho 
lines  of  my  face. 

"It  is  a  proof  among  many  others  of 
what  habit  and  custom  can  effect.  At 
first  I  was  impatient  at  the  request  and 
restive  under  the  operation  as  a  colt 
is  of  the  saddle.  The  next  time  I  sub- 
initted  very  reluctantly,  but  with  less 
flouncing.  I  have  yield«»d  a  ro^dy 
obedience  10  your  request  nnd  to  the 
views  of  Mr.  Pine. 

"Letters  from  England,  recommenda- 
tory of  this  gentleman,  came  to  my 
hand  previous  to  his  arrival  in 
America,  not  only  as  an  artist  ^f 
acknowledged  eminence,  but  as  one 
who  had  discovered  a  fri<»ndly  disposi- 
tion toward  this  country,  for  which  It 
seems  he  had  been  marked. 

"It  gave  me  pleasure  to  hear  from 
you.  I  shall  always  feel  an  Interest  in 
your  happiness,  and  with  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington's compliments  and  best  wishes 
joined  to  my  own  for  Mrs.  Hopkinson 
and  yourself,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant, 

"George  WU'hlngton 

"Mount  Vernon,  May  16,  1785." 


SOME      EARLY      HISTORY      OF 
WILKES-BARRE. 

[Dally  Record,  March  18,  1906.] 
Wilkes-Barre  Is  now  in  the  hundredth 
.year  of  Its  existence  as  a  corporate  body, 
for  yesterday  was  the  ninety-ninth  anni- 
versary of  the  Incorporation  of  what  was 
then  WIlkes-Barre  Borough  and  has  since 
developed  into  Wilkes-Barre.  the  city— 
rich  In  historical  associations  and  the  re- 
sources of  nature  which  have  made  her 
known  as  the  centre  of  the  greatest  an- 
thracite coal  producing  area  in  the  United 
States.  The  growth  of  the  city  has  been 
rslow,  but  steady,  and  even  now  it  is  help- 
ing to  upbuild  the  neighboring  towns  and 
townships  and  threatens  to  absorb  them, 
and  make  them  a  part  of  Itself. 

On  March  17.  iSOn.  the  Borough  of 
Wilkes-Barre  was  incorporated  by  act  of 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature.  S^nce  that 
time  the  boundaries  have  been  contracted 
and  again  expanded  to  their  present  lines. 
Two  months  or  more  ago  the  Record  called 
attention  to  the  approaclilng  centennial 
-  of  the  Incorporation  of  the  borough  and 
suggested  that  a  great  celebration  be  held 
In  commemoration  of  the  event.  This 
Idea  has  been  seconded  by  the  rest  of 
the  papers  of  the  city  and  March  17,  190^ 
ought  to  he  made  a  gala  day  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  city. 
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The  township  as  originally  surveyed  em- 
braced not  only  the  present  City  or 
Wilkes- Barre,  Wilkes- Barre  Township,  a 
portion  of  Plains  and  Hanover  townships, 
tHit  also  the  larsre  island  situate  in  the 
Susquehanna  at  the  bend  of  the  river 
nearly  opposite  Ross  street,  at  that  time 
x^allcd  Chi-Wau-Muck,  and  which  from 
1770  to  1800,  was  known  as  Wilkes-Barre 
Island  and  later  as  Fish's  Island. 

On  St.  Patricks  day,  1806,  by  act  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature,  the  village,  or 
town  plot— including  the  Public  Square— 
of  Wilkes-Barre  (as  laid  out  by  Major 
Durkee),  the  adjacent  river  common  and 
a  strip  of  land  adjoining  the  northeast 
boundary  of  the  town  plot,  were  incor- 
porated into  the  Borough  of  Wilkes-Barre. 
The  village  and  township  of  Wilkes-Barre 
then  contained  together  nearly  1,000  inhab- 
itants. 

During  the  early  years  of  its  history 
Wilkes-Barre  was  in  a  great  measure  an 
Isolated  village,  situated  as  it  was  "in  the 
Interior  of  the  country,  walled  In  on  every 
hand  by  mountains  lofty  and  wild,  and 
remote  from  the  great  thoroughfares  of 
travel.  "  The  region  surrounding  it  was 
devoted  largely  to  agriculture,  and  the 
surplus  product  of  the  farms  was  mar- 
keted principally  at  Wilkes-Barre.  From 
here  It  was  hauled  in  sleds  or  big  canvas- 
topped  wagons  over*  the  mountains  to 
Easton,  sixty-five  miles  distant,  or  else 
shipped  in  arks  down  the  Susquehanna 
to  Middletown,  in  Dauphin  County,  or  to 
Columbia,  in  Lancaster  County,  whence 
it  was  conveyed  across  the  country  to 
Lancaster  and  Philadelphia.  Easton  be- 
ing the  most  accessible  town,  however, 
especially  after  the  construction  of  the 
Faston  and  Wilkes-Barre  turnpike  in 
1802-8,  was  for  many  years  the  chief  mar- 
ket town  for  the  merchants  of  Wilkes- 
Barre  and  the  principal  farmers  of  the 
Wyoming  Valley. 

The  first  bridge  across  tlie  Susquehanna 
In  the  Wyoming  Valley  was  erected  at 
the  foot  of  West  Market  street,  occupy- 
ing the  same  site  the  present  bridge  does. 
Work  upon  the  structure  was  begun  in 
the  spring  of  1S17  and  the  bridge  was 
completed  and  opened  to  the  public  in 
the  autumn  of  the  following  year,  1818. 

By  act  of  the  State  Legislature  on  May 
4,  1871.  the  Borough  of  Wilkes-Barre  was 
Incorporated  into  a  city.  The  old  town 
had  exceeded  its  limits  and  the  territory 
—a  part  of  the  township  of  WilKOs-Barre — 
immediately  adjoining  it  on  three  sides, 
having  been  built  upon  contained  a  consid- 
erable population.  The  bounds  of  the  new 
coroporation  were  established  so  as  to  in- 
clude this  contiguous  area,  as  well  as  to 
vextend  to  the  centre  of  the  Susquehanna 
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Klver»  and  WIlkes-Barre  entered  upon  a 
new  career  with  an  area  of  4.14  square 
miles  (exclusive  of  the  river),  divided  into 
tifteen  wards.  In  1890  a  new  ward,  the 
Sixteenth  was  erected  from  a  portion  of 
the  Second  ward,  and  the  city  now  con- 
tains sixteen  wards. 

On  March  3,  1892,  the  city  council  passed 
-an  ordinance  which  was  approved  by  the 
mayor,  by  which  certain  boundaries  were 
•changed  and  extended  so  as  to  embrace 
■within  the  limits  of  the  city,  the  whole 
bed  and  northwesterly  bank  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, running  the  entire  length  of 
the  city.  The  total  area  of  the  dty  Is 
now  4.SG8  square  miles,  exclusive  of  the 
.986  of  a  square  mile  covered  by  the  wat- 
ers of  the  Susquehanna. 

Governor  Hastings  on  Sept.  22,  1898,  is- 
sued a  new  charter  to  the  city,  by  which 
It  became  a  full  fledged  city  of  the  third 
class. 


WILKES-BARRE— PAST  AND 
PRESENT. 

[Dally  Record,  March  30,  1905.] 

On  Monday  next.  April  3,  1905,  Fred- 
erick C.  Klrkendall.  the  eighth  mayor 
of  Wllkes-Barre,  will  be  Inducted  into 
ofl!ice.  Most  of  the  residents  of  the 
city  who  gave  him  a  handsome  vote 
in  the  recent  election  are  aware  of 
the  fact  that  his  father.  Ira  M.  Klrk- 
endall, was  the  first  mayor  of  the  City 
of  Wllkes-Barre  and  the  last  burgess 
of  the  Borough  of  Wllkes-Barre.  but 
few,  save  those  who  were  living  at 
that  time,  stop  to  think  of  the  great 
•changes  which  have  taken  place  since 
the  first  mayor  of  the  city  took  the 
■oath  of  office. 

The  oath  of  office  was  taken  on  June 
10,  1871,  a  third  of  a  century  ago.  A 
full  generation  has  elapsed  since  that 
date  and  during  that  time  a  marvelous 
transformation  has  been  wrought  in 
the  city  in  every  way.  Its  borders  have 
been  extended,  its  population  has  al- 
most quadrupled.  Its  form  of  govern- 
ment has  been  changed.  Its  industrial 
life  has  advanced  in  huge  strides,  Its 
valuation  has  been  immensely  Increas- 
ed—all of  this  and  much  more  in  the 
'Comparatively  short  space  of  thirty- 
three  years. 

Ira  M.  Klrkendall,  the  first  mayor,  is 
still  hale  and  hearty  and  is  actively 
engaged  In  busine-ss  pursuits  and  still 
takes  a  great  interest  in  municipal  af- 
fairs, and  delights  In  recalling  the  days 
In  which  he  was  the  chief  oflrtcial  of 
the  city  and  of  the  borough  which  pre- 
ceded it  and  takes  pride  in  the  growth 
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of  the  city  with  whose  early  history 
he  has  been  so  prominently  connected. 

Prom  a  research  amonsr  the  flies  of 
newspapers  of  that  time  we  find  that 
the  people  of  that  day  were  somewhat 
•dubious  as  to  the  advisability  of  chang- 
ing the  form  of  government  from  a 
borough  to  that  of  a  city.  This  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  people  Is  reflected 
in  an  editorial  opinion  printed  on  May 
17.  1871,  after  the  city  had  been  in- 
corporated by  the  act  of  legislature, 
which  was  as  follows: 

'*Wilkes-Barre  will  rue  the  day  that 
<:hanged  its  government  to  a  city  chart- 
er. No  town  has  yet  been  forced  by 
unprincipled  speculators  and  ambitious 
politicians  to  imitate  the  from  in  the 
fable  but  has  met  a  similar  fate.  Swell 
with  pride  and  taxes  until  patience  and 
purse  are  exhausted  and  then  collapse 
—without  corresponding  convenience, 
or  safety,  for  solace.  We  may  prove 
An  exception,  but  from  the  stubborn 
spirit  displayed  in  forcing  the  law  upon 
us  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  many 
good  citizens,  the  chances  seem  doubt- 
ful. 

"It  seems  time  that  our  good  old 
town  should  wake  up  and  not  be  so 
completely  under  the  rule  of  small 
cliques  of  unscrupulous  intriguers  who 
icare  not  who  pays  the  piper  so  that 
they  may  dance.  See  to  it,  citizens,  be- 
fore It   is  too   late. 

'The  city  takes  in  the  borough  and 
all  of  Wilkes-Barre  Township  west  of 
the  Empire  works.  This  is  a  com- 
promise on  the  original  plan  of  coloniz- 
ing the  wilderness  to  Bear  Creek  with 
a  shanty  in  each  ward  to  shelter  a 
copperhead  who  could  act  as  a  dele- 
gate." 

In  the  same  issue  appears  a  brief 
note  to  the  effect  that  an  effort  was 
being  made  to  have  the  city  charter 
postponed  one  year.  Evidently  nothing 
came  of  this  movement,  for  President 
Judge  Garrick  M.  Harding  advertises 
the  appointment  of  a  number  of  per- 
sons as  assessors  to  carry  Into  ef- 
fect the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled: 
"An  act  further  supplemental  to  the 
elections  of  the  Commonwealth."  These 
api>olntments  were  made  necessary  by 
the  passage  of  the  act  incorporating 
the  City  of  Wilkes-Barre.  The  names 
are  as  follows:  Charles  Westfleld.  First 
ward;  Chris.  Jones.  Second  ward;  Jacob 
Goeltz.  Third  ward;  Jacob  F.  Chollett, 
Fourth  ward;  Hiram  Wentz,  Fifth 
ward;  William  A.  SIvan,  Sixth  ward; 
Douglass  Smith,  Seventh  ward;  R.  J. 
Flick,  Eighth  ward;  John  Peters.  Ninth 
ward;  William  G.  Graham, Tenth  ward; 
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John  A.  Merrick.  ETleventh  ward;  S.  P. 
McDermott,  Twelfth  ward;  Michael 
Lynch.  Thirteenth  ward;  J.  F.  Mc- 
Mahon,  Fourteenth  ward;  A.  L.  Blod- 
grett.  Fifteenth  ward. 

FIRST  CITY  ELECTION. 

Seeing  that  the  advancing  wave  of 
progress  could  not  be  stayed  the  op- 
ponents of  the  city  charter  decided 
that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  was  ta 
fall  in  with  the  movement  and  try  to> 
elect  their  own  candidates  to  office  un- 
der the  new  charter.  The  Democrats 
were  much  in  the  majority  here  at  that 
time  but  a  Republican  editor  sent  out  a. 
Macedonian  cry  to  the  adherents  of 
that  party,  as  follows:  •'Our  frlendsi 
are  moving  in  the  selection  of  candi- 
dates for  city  officers.  This  is  well. 
Make  good  selections  of  good  Repub- 
licans and  elect  them  if  possible.  Do 
your  duty  and  save  this  poor  little 
town  from  the  fate  of  all  others  which; 
have  fallen  into  the  same  ambitious 
and  extravagant  ways." 

One  Tuesday,  June  6.  1871.  the  elec- 
tion of  the  first  city  officers  took  place' 
and  a  hot  contest  was  waged  all  day 
iong,  with  the  result  that  Ira  M.  Klrk- 
endall,  the  burgess  of  the  borough*, 
was  elected  first  mayor  of  the  city. 
His  opponent  was  E.  B.  Harvey,  who 
was  badly  defeated,  receiving  only  618^ 
votes  to  1.582  cast  for  Mr.  Kirkendall. 

F.  D.  Vose  was  elected  to  the  position 
of  high  constable,  with  Isaac  S.  Oster- 
hout.  Adolph  Voight  and  J.  A.  Rippard, 
auditors. 

Concerning  the  election  of  Mayor 
Kirkendall,  Mr.  Miner  In  an  editorial 
utterance  remarks:  "The  old  burgess, 
a  quiet,  pleasant  and  industrious  moun- 
tain boy.  was  flattered  by  a  vote -suf- 
ficiently large  to  ratify  the  treaty  of 
Washington  and  elected  first  mayor  of 
the  new  city." 

The  organization  of  the  council  took 
place  on  Saturday,  June  10.  with  the 
following  members  present:  First 
ward.  J.  E.  Clark;  Second  ward,  M. 
Regan;  Third  ward,  J.  C.  Williamson; 
Fourth  ward,  H.  Baker  Hillman;  Fifth- 
ward.  Hiram  Wentz;  Sixth  ward.  Wil- 
liam A.   Swan;    Seventh  ward,   Walter 

G.  Sterling;  Eighth  ward,  Herman  C. 
Frey;  Ninth  ward,  George  H.  Parrish; 
Tenth  ward,  Charles  A.  Miner; 
Eleventh  ward,  C.  P.  Kidder;  Twelfth 
ward,  Joseph  Schilling;  Thirteenth 
ward.  Anthony  Helfrlch;  Fourteenth 
ward,  Charles  B.  Dana;  Fifteenth 
ward.  John  Gilligan. 

Councllmen-at-large — A.  C.  Laning,. 
P.  Pursel,  Charles  Parrlsh.   N.   Rutter. 
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John  Lynch  and  William     L.     Conyn- 
gham. 

Thus  was  the  new  city  government 
started  on  Its  way  with  a  full  comple- 
ment of  officers  and  the  Record  of  the 
Times,  after  speaking  of  the  handsome 
vote  given  to  the  old  burgess,  Ira  M. 
Kirkendall.  says  that  "The  new  coun- 
cil is  composed  of  good  material.  In 
appearance  It  Is  most  respectable,  and 
with  a  fair  mixture  of  prudence  ttnd 
enterprise  we  may  hope  to  see  the 
city  continue  to  improve  without  reck- 
less expenditure  and  its  credit  sus- 
tained   without    excessive    taxation." 

POPULATION  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

Wilkes-Barre,  as  shown  by  the  cen- 
sus of  1870,  had  a  population  of  10,174. 
Then  it  was  only  a  borough.  With  the 
Incorporation  of  the  city  in  the  follow- 
ing  year  the  limits  were  extended  so 
as  to  embrace  parts  of  the  outlying 
townships  and  at  the  time  the  first 
mayor  took  office  it  was  believed  that 
the  population  would  number  between 
15,000  and  20,000.  The  borough  borders 
did  not  half  cover  the  population  of  the- 
city. 

A  writer  of  that  day.  speaking  of  the 
extension  of  the  city  limits,  says:  "The 
limits  are  ample  for  more  inhabitants, 
and  new  buildings  multiplying  rapidly 
indicate  a  growth  which  will  close  up- 
the  vacant  spaces  and  give  to  the  ris- 
ing generation  a  city  unsurpassed  in 
the  beauty  of  its  situation,  in  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people,  and  the  sub- 
stantial and  elegant  character  of  its 
public  buildings,  private  residences  and 
places  of  business." 

At  that  time  the  principal  hotels 
were  the  Wyoming  Valley,  conducted 
by  J.  B.  Stark;  the  Luzerne  House,  con- 
ducted by  Sylvester  Bristol;  Exchange 
Hotel,  M.  J.  Philbin;  Bristol  House, 
Laycock  Bros.;  White  Horse  Hotel, 
trustee  of  the  late  L.  B.  Perrin;  Wash- 
ington Hotel.  John  Raeder;  First  Na- 
tional Hotel,  Capt.  J.  Quinn;  Norths 
Wilkes-Barre  Hotel,  W.  P.  Gardner; 
Mansion  House,  T.  L.  Kemmerer;  For- 
est House,  Alvh  Perrin;  VanLeer 
House,  N.  Farr. 

The  principal  halls  were:  Music  Hai' 
Liberty  Hall,  National  Hall.  Chahoon 
Hall  and  Fred  Meyer's  Opera  House. 

The  principal  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments of  that  day  were: 

Vulcan  Iron  Works,  South  Main- 
street. 

Dickson  Manufacturing  Co.,  Canal 
street. 

Wyoming  Valley  Manufacturing  Co^ 
South  Main  street. 
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Adam  Behee,  foundry,  Butler  alley. 

J.  W.  Brock,  wire  screen  works. 
Union  street 

N.  G.  Seitzlnger,  wire  screen  works. 
Union  street. 

Hazard  Wire  Works,  Ross  street^, 
near  Canal. 

Stephen  Lee,  Wyoming  Planing  Mlll,- 
Canal  street. 

C.  B.  Price,  planing  mill,  Canal  street. 

John  Laning,  planing  mill,  Canal' 
street. 

Keystone  Flour  and  Feed  Mill,  South' 
Main  street.    ■* 

John  Hamilton,  rope  walk,  South 
street. 

Perry  Organ  Co.,  North  Main  streef 

In  the  United  States  ceubus  which 
was  taken  in  1870  the  manufactures- 
were  enumerated  by  counties  and  no 
report  of  the  manufacturing  plants  for 
the  borough  of  Wilkes-Barr^  is  given. 
The  statistics  for  the  whole  county  are 
given,  but  the  county  at  that  time  in- 
cluded all  of  Lackawanna  County  and 
cannot  well  be  used  for  comparison. 
In  1880  Wilkes-Barre  City  had  89  man- 
ufactunng  establishments,  with  a  total 
capitalization  of  $1,146,500.  The  aver- 
age number  of  wage  earners  at  that 
time  was  645,  of  whom  613  were  maleff 
over  16  years  of  age,  17  were  women 
over  16  years  of  age  and  15  persons 
were  employed  who  were  under  16 
years  of  age.  The  total  wages  for  the 
year  was  $223,399  and  the  value  of  the 
products  was  $1,133,334.  This  was  in 
1880.  nine  years  after  the  city  had  been 
incorporated,  and  It  is  safe  to  assume 
that  the  production  of  Wilkes-Barro 
manufacturing  establishments  In  1871 
did  not  exceed  $800,000. 

BANKS.  SCHOOLS,  ETC. 

The  banks  of  that  day  were  twelve  in 
number,  but  a  large  percentage  of  them 
were  private  institutions.  They  were 
as  follows:  Wyoming  National,  First 
National,  Second  National,  Peoples 
Savings  Bank,  Wilkes-Barre  DeposH 
Bank,  Miners  Savings  Bank.  Rockafel- 
low  &  Co.,  Brown  &  Gray,  Wood,  Flan- 
nlgan  &  Co.,  Bennett,  Phelps  &  Co., 
Wilkes-Barre  Savings  Bank,  Myer'fr 
Bank. 

The  schools  were  three  in  numoer — 
Franklin  street  grammar  school,  Wash- 
ington street  grammar  school,  Twelth 
ward  public  school.  Near  the  close  of 
the  last  term  of  the  borough  schools 
the  superintendent.  Rev.  C  J.  Collins, 
reported  a  total  enrollment  for  the 
month  of  January,  1870.  of  882.  The 
total   attendance   for   the     month   was 
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697    the   percentage  of  attendance  be- 
ing 79. 

In  1871  the  borough  Are  department 
was  reorganized  and  made  a  paid  Are 
department.  Stanley  Woodward,  now 
Judge  Woodward,  was  made  the  chief 
of  the  fire  department,  which  consist- 
ed of  one  steamer,  the  Mechanic;  four 
hose  carriages  and  one  set  of  hook  and 
ladder  implements.  The  first  annual 
parade  of  the  fire  department  was  held 
on  Wednesday,  May  19,  1871,  under  the- 
dlrection  of  chief  Stanley  Woodward. 

In  conversation  with  ex-Mayor  Klr- 
kendall  a  few  days  ago,  and  after  ex- 
amination of  the  old  city  records,  some 
extremely  interesting  things  were 
learned '  abopt  the  Infant  city  and  its 
government. 

The  police  department  of  that  day- 
consisted  of  the  chief,  Michael  Kear- 
ney, who  afterward  became  mayor,  and 
fifteen  patrolman,  one  from  each  ward 
and  a  resident  of  that  ward.  The  chief 
received  $90  a  month  and  each  of  the- 
patrolmen  received  170.  The  police 
force  consisted  of  Charles  P.  Peuer- 
stein,  William  Kelly.  Brvin  T.  Brown, 
I.  P.  Long,  Samuel  Emery,  N.  B.  Hed- 
den,  M.  H.  Corrigan,  C.  F.  Terry,  C. 
N.  Maxfield,  Simon  Arnold,  John  Linn, 
Thomas  Maston.  B.  Toole  and  Matthew 
Watt. 

There  was  not  at  that  time  a  single 
foot  of  paving  on  any  of  the  streets, 
nor  was  there  even  the  beginning  of  a 
sewerage  system.  A  few  sidewalks, 
mostly  of  plank,  were  laid  on  the  main 
streets,  and  one  of  the  first  actions  of* 
the  new  city  council  was  to  pass  an 
ordinance  regulating  the  laying  of 
sidewalks  on  a  number  of  streets. 

There  were  only  two  railroads,  the 
Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey  and 
the  Lehigh  Valley,  which  entered  the 
city,  but  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  R.  R,  enter- 
ed Kingston,  as  now.  There  were  three 
street  railway  lines,  all  operated  by 
horse  power.  One  of  these  extended  to 
Ashley,  then  known  as  Coalville;  an- 
other extended  down  South  Main  street 
to  Hanover,  and  another  extended 
across  the  flats  to  the  Kingston  depot 
and  did  a  thriving  business.  The  last 
car  run  was  at  9:15  p.  m.  and  if  any 
•ne  desired  street  car  accommodations 
after  that  hour  they  were  compelled  to 
make  arrangements  to  that  effect  and 
pay  double  fare. 

The  streets  were  lighted  by  gas  and 
oil  lamps. 

The  conditions  of  the  city  to-day  are 
too  well  known  to  require  any  extend- 
ed notice  but  a  brief  enumeration  of 
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some    of   them    will    prove    Interesting 
for  purposes  of  comparison. 

According  to  the  census  of  1900  the 
City  of  Wllkes-Barre  had  438  manu- 
facturing establishments  with  a  total 
capitalization  of  $10,501,537.  The  num- 
ber of  wage  earners  was  5,977,  of  whom 
3.727  were  males  over  16  years  of  age,. 
1,780  were  females  over  that  age  and 
470  were  children  under  that  age.  The 
amount  paid  out  yearly  In  wages  was 
12,286,676.  The  value  of  the  products 
was  $10,758,348.  This  shows  an  increas- 
ed capitalization  in  the  last  twenty 
years  of  more  than '  $9,000,000  and  the 
output  has  been  increased  to  twelve 
times  that  of  the  same  period.  The 
wages  have  been  Increased  to  ten  times 
that  of  the  same  perioa. 

The  police  department  now  consists 
of  nearly  half  a  hundred  men  with  a 
chief,  four  sergeants,  city  detective, 
etc. 

Wilkes-Barre's  present  fire  depart- 
ment is  one  of  the  best  in  the  country. 
The  department  consists  of  eight  com- 
panies with  well  equipped  engine  - 
houses  and  consists  of  Ave  steamers, 
one  chemical  engine,  four  combination 
chemical  engines  and  hose  wagons,  one 
hose  wagon,  two  hose  carriages  and 
one  aerial  hook  and  ladder  truck,  also 
one  chief's  buggy.  There  are  twenty- 
nine  men  regularly  employed,  most  of ' 
whom  live  in  the  engine  houses. 

The  streets  of  the  city  are  now  light- 
ed by  about  375  arc  lights.  230  naphtha 
lights  and  160  gas  lights. 

There  is  now  a  total  of  25.97  miles  of 
street  paving  with  a  great  quantity  to 
be  laid  this  summer.  The  city  is  also 
well  sewered  and  a  large  amount  Is 
to  be  expended  during  the  coming 
summer  on  extensions  to  the  sewer 
system. 

Wllkes-Barre  now  has  nine  banks 
aiid  trust  companies  with  a  combined 
capital  of  $2,075,000  and  which  have  a 
combined  surplus  of  $3,841,415.47.  The 
deposits  aggregate  nearly  $19,000,000. 
Nearly  $50,000,000  annually  pass 
through  the  Wllkes-Barre  Clearing 
House. 

The  public  schools  of  Wilkes-Barre 
are  noted  for  their  efficiency  and  thor- 
oughness. The  high  school  embraces 
college  preparatory  and  normal  courses, 
a  business  course  and  a  manual  train- 
ing department.  Kindergarten  schools 
have  also  recently  been  established 
and  are  proving  successful.  There  are 
twenty  modern  school  buildings  and" 
the  average  attendance  Is  nearly  8,000. 
There  are  187  teachers  In  the  schools, 
whose  salaries  range  from  $360  to  $850 
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among  the  female  teachers  and  froniN 
$600  to  $1,900  among  the  male  teachers.. 
The  population  has  increased  to  near- 
ly 60,000  and  is  so  congested  that  there 
is  a  widespread  movement  for  a  great- 
er Wllkes-Barre  which  will  take  In  the 
surrounding  towns,  increase  the  popu- 
lation to  100,000  or  more  and  make  of 
Wllkes-Barre  a  second  class  city.  Such 
in  brief,  is  the  city  over  which  Freder- 
ick C.  Kirkendall  has  been  chosen  for 
the  chief  executive  by  a  vote  which  is 
as  flattering  as  that  received  by  his- 
father  thirty-three  years  ago. 


MRS.  JANE  D.  VAN  LOON'S  DEATH^ 

[Daily  Record,  March  31,  1906.] 

As  briefly  announced  in  Thursday's 
Record,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jane  Daven- 
port VanLoon  of  Plymouth  removes 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Wyoming 
Valley,  one  who  saw  it  grow  from  a 
sparsely  settled  wilderness  of  wood- 
land and  marshy  swamps  to  a  thickly 
populated,  compactly  built  up  com- 
munity, thriving  in  industries,  growing 
In  importance  from  day  to  day. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
Oct.  23,  1815,  three  years  after  the  War 
of  1812,  in  the  same  house  from  where 
her  funeral  will  be  held,  as  was  her 
father  and  grandfather  before  her. 
Her  grandfather,  Thomas  Davenport, 
was  born  in  the  year  1756  and  her 
father  thirty  years  later,  or,  to  be  ex- 
act, Aug.  17.  1786. 

Her  mother,  Phoebe  Nisbitt,  was  bom 
in  Plymouth  Township,  May  7,  1796, 
and  married  her  father  from  the  same 
farm  house,  in  the  year  1813.  Mrs.^ 
VanLoon  was  married  to  Samuel  Van- 
Loon  in  December,  1833.  The  latter- 
was  elected  sheriff  of  Luzerne  County 
in  the  year  1859  and  died  in  June,  1896, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  three 
years  during  which  he  was  sheriff  and 
jail  warden  (sheriffs  then  served  as 
prison  wardens)  she  lived  all  her  years 
i^  the  house  where  she  died. 

She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren; namely,  Harrison,  Robert,  Way- 
man,  Burton,  Ervert,  Ziba,  Thomas, 
LJva,  Lydia,  Phoebe,  Emma,  Samuel 
and  James,  all  of  whom  preceded  her 
in  death  except  Ziba  of  Plymouth  and 
Liva,  wife  of  Rev.  Frederick  Schneider 
of  Albany,  N.  T. 

She  is  survived  by  twelve  grandchil- 
dren, Daniel  VanLoon,  Mrs.  William 
Cook,  Mrs.  Lee  Rice,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Well. 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Lockyer,  Clyde,  Frederick,- 
Eirnest,     Stephen,    Cora,    Marian    and 
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Mary  Schneider;  also  eighteen  great- 
erandchildren,  L.  A.  Well  having  3;  L-ee 
Rice,  3;  Daniel  VanLoon,  3;  Clyde 
Schenlder,  3;  Cora  Schneider.  3,  and 
William  Cook.  3. 

Deceased  was  the  last  of  the  orlgl- 
al  members  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  of  Plymouth. 


DEATH  OF  R.  B.  CUTLER. 

[Dally  Record,  April  3,  1906.] 

Reuben  B.  Cutler,  aged  81,  one  of 
Plttston's  oldest  and  best  known  busi- 
ness men.  died  on  Saturday  morning 
of  pneumonia. 

Mr.  Cutler  had  been  In  poor  health 
for  four  years  and  about  two  yeais  ago 
had  one  of  his  legs  broken,  which  fur- 
ther undermined  his  health.  He  waa 
attacked  by  congestive  chills  about  one 
week  ago  and  the  trouble  rapidly  de- 
veloped into  pneumonia 

Reuben  B.  Cutler  had  been  in  busi- 
ness here  continuously  since  1848.  He 
was  born  in  Whitney's  Point,  N.  Y.,  of 
New  England  ancestry,  on  March  11,. 
1824.  In  his  boyhood  days  his  «^arent8 
moved  to  Wilkes-llarre.  Ihe  father, 
Reuben  Cutler,  Sr.,  was  a  drover  by 
trade.  He  remalneci  with  his  parents 
in  Wilkes-Barre  until  after  he  had 
reached  his  majority,  and  then  went  to- 
Honesdale,  where  he  remained  for  sev- 
eral years  and  learned  the  cabinet 
making  trade. 

Mr.  Cutler's  residence  in  Plttston  be- 
gan in  1848,  in  which  year  he  traveled 
from  Honesdale  to  Carbondale  by  the 
old  gravity  railroad,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded by  stagfe  to  Plttston.  The  Penn- 
sylvania Coal  Co.'s  gravity  railroad 
was  then  nearlng  completion.  Mr.  Cut- 
ler's father  had  charge  of  a  construc- 
tion gang  on  the  gravity  railroad.  In 
partnership  with  Abram  Haas,  who 
had  been  his  chum  in  Honesdale,  Mr. 
Cutler  opened  a  cabinet  shop  on  Ken- 
nedy street,  in  a  little  building  on  the 
lower  side  of  the  lot  now  occupied  by 
William  Drury's  double  house.  Later, 
in  1849,  Haas  &  Cutler  bought  a  lot 
with  a  frontage  of  fifty  feet  on  the 
easterly  side  of  North  Main  street,  pay- 
ing $900  for  the  same,  and  erected  a 
two-story  frame  building  for  use  as  a 
store  and  dwelling.  This  was  the  first 
building  on  North  Mafn  street  between 
the  "ravine"  and  Judge  Reddin's  cor- 
ner (now  the  site  of  the  Corn  Exchange 
building),  with  the  exception  of  the 
Johnson  cottage,  Just  below  the  Haas 
&  Cutler  building,  and  now  in  the  rear- 
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of  the  McElhenny  drug-  stare.  The 
building  erected  by  Haas  &  Cutler  is- 
directly  opposite  the  Gazette  office,  be- 
ing owned  by  A.  B.  Brown  and  occu- 
pied by  W.  E.  Sharp  as  a  market.  The 
Cutler  brick  residence  on  the  lot  ad- 
joining the  building  was  erected  in 
1850-1. 

Mr.  Cutler  gradually  changed  his 
business  from  that  of  cabinet  maker, 
when  he  made  with  his  own  hands  the 
furniture  he  sold,  to  that  of  a  dealer 
in  furniture,  and  for  many  years  he 
conducted  a  furniture  and  undertaking 
business  in  a  three-story  brick  building 
which  he  erected  on  the  west  side  of 
North  Main  street,  directly  opposite 
his  residence.  Some  six  years  ago  Mr. 
Cutler  disposed  of  the  furniture  stock 
and  sold  his  undertaking  business  to 
his  son,  Charles  H.  Cutler.  Then,  in 
partnership  with  his  son-in-law,  B.  T. 
Phinney,  he  opened  a  dry  goods  store 
in  the  building  where  he  had  conduct- 
ed his  furniture  store.  Since  the  death 
of  Mr.  Phinney,  Mr.  Cutler  has  con- 
ducted the  dry  goods  store  and  was 
able  to  attend  to  business  until  one 
week  ago. 

Mr.  Cutler  was  very  successful  In  his 
business  enterprises  and  accumulated 
considerable  property.  He  once  served 
a  term  on  the  Plttston  Borough  school 
board,  having  been  appointed  by  the 
court  at  a  time  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  oust  the  board.  His  as- 
sociates on  the  board  were  Thomas 
Maloney,  Thomas  Mangan,  Jacob  W. 
Evans.  Patrick  Battle  and  William 
Law.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Peoples  Savings  Bank  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  a  director. 

Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Cutler  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  he  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Plttston.  He  served  for  many  years  as 
an  officer  of  the  church,  and  for  some- 
thing like  forty  years  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday  school,  a  position 
which  he  relinquished  when  falling 
health  came  upon  him.  Proof  of  the 
earnest  religious  spirit  that  actuated 
Mr.  Cutler  was  shown  during  his  ap- 
prenticeship In  Honesdale.  He  re- 
ceived only  125  and  his  board  for  a 
whole  year's  work  and  he  contributed 
the  whole  of  his  year's  salary  to  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  ever  afterward  at- 
tributed his  success  In  life  to  the  fact 
that  he  had  given  his  first  year's  wages 
to  the  work  of  his  Master. 

Mr.  Cutler  was  possessed  of  a  pleas- 
ant personality  and  few   men   In     the 
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community  were  more  widely  known 
and  more  highly  esteemed.  All  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  in  his  home 
life,  in  business  affairs  and  in  the 
4srocial  world,  testify  to  his  kindly  na- 
ture and  his  sterling  character. 

Mr.  Cutler  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Sarah  Phillips  of  Kings- 
ton, who  died  two  years  after  the  mar- 
riage. Two  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  the  youngest,  Charles  H.  Cutler, 
survives,  being  one  of  Plttston's  promi- 
nent business  men.  Fifty  years  ago 
this  month  Mr.  Cutler  was  married  to 
Amanda  Belsel  of  Conyngham  Valley, 
Luzerne  County,  who  survives  her  hus- 
band. By  the  second  marriage  there 
were  five  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing survive,  all  residents  of  Plttston: 
Mrs.  LlUie  Phinney,  Amanda  J.  and 
Florence  Cutler. 

Mr.  Cutler  is  survived  by  one  brother, 
Stewart  H.  Cutler  of  Scranton. 


OLD-TIME   MASONRY. 

[Daily  Record,  April  4.  1905.] 

William  S.  McLean,  pastmaster  of 
Landmark  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  read 
A  paper  on  "Old  time  Masonry  and  old 
time  Masons,"  last  night  before  Lodge 
JNo.  61.  The  address  was  of  special  In- 
terest to  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  61 
as  It  revived  the  history  of  some  of 
Its  leading  members  in  the  early  days. 
Mr.  McLean  said: 

My  theme  is  "Old  time  Masonry  and 
old  time  Masons."  In  the  preparation 
of  my  talk  I  have  been  greatly  helped 
vby  a  book  written  by  brother  O.  J. 
Harvey,  called  "A  History  of  Lodge 
No.  61,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons." 
This  book  is  intensely  interesting,  not 
only  to  Masons,  but  to  persons  whose 
-ancestors  lived  here  in  the  early  day*. 
The  book  reflects  great  credit  on  broth- 
er Harvey,  not  only  as  an  historian 
but  as  a  master  of  the  king's  English. 
Its  pages  are  filled  with  the  most  de- 
licious gossip  of  the  old  days.  The  first 
Masonic  Lodge  was  held  in  the  valley 
•on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1779.  This  was 
the  year  following  the  massacre  of 
Wyoming.  It  was  the  anniversary  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  a  festival  day  in 
the  Masonic  calendar.  The  lod<e  so 
held  was  a  military  or  army  lodge.  The 
army  of  Gen.  Sullivan  was  then  m  the 
valley.  The  lodge  was  iield  in  the  tent 
of  Col.  Proctor  and  during  the  meeting 
an  appropriate  sermon  was  read,  writ- 
ten by  brother  Provost  William  Smith, 
D.  D..  of  the  University     of     Pennsyl- 
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vania  and  srrand  secretarjf  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Lod£re  of  Pennsylvania.  Gten. 
Sullivan,  the  commander  of  the  expe- 
dition, was  a  Mason,  as  well  as  many 
of  his  officers.  The  first  Masonic  Lodge 
held  in  the  Valley  of  Wyoming  cer- 
tainly is  worth  remembering  by 
Masons.  The  beautiful  valley  was  then 
.almost  a  wilderness,  and  about  the 
only  people  in  it,  outside  of  Sullivan's 
army,  were  the  survivors  of  the  brutal 
massacre  of  July  3,  1778. 

The  first  Masonic  funeral  In  the  val- 
ley took  place  July  29,  1779,  The  oc- 
casion was  the  burial  of  two  Free 
Ma«ons,  officers  in  SuDivau's  army, 
Capt.  J.  Davis  and  Lteut.  William 
Jones.  These  brothers  were  killed  on 
the  mountain  April  23,  1779,  by  the  In- 
dians and  burled  where  they  fell,  near 
where  the  Central  Railroad  of  New 
Jersey  crosses  the  old  Easton  turnpike. 
Their  remains  were  taken  up  and  re- 
buried  In  the  old  Wilkes-Barre  grave- 
yard, near  where  the  City  Hall  stands. 
The  following  is  an  account  of  the 
burial,  prepared  by  a  brother,  who  was 
present,  and  sent  it  to  a  Rhode  Island 
newspaper  for  publication. 


Wyoming,  July  21.  1779. 

On  Thursday  last  the  29th  mst., 
agreeably  to  previous  determination, 
the  bodies  of  our  brethren,  Capt.  Jo- 
seph Davis  and  Lieut.  William  Jones, 
who  were  massacred  by  the  savages 
near  this  Post  on  the  23rd  of  April  last, 
were,  relnterred.  This  mark  of  respect 
we  thought  necessary  for  the  following 
reasons:  It  being  expressive  of  our 
esteem,  and  their  not  being  buried  in 
the  proper  graveyard.  The  form  of 
procession,  being  fixed  on  by  Lodge  No. 
19.  as  follows: 

Twenty-four  musketeers  with  revers- 
ed arms. 

Two    Tylers    bearing   their   swords. 

A  band  of  music. 

Two  deacons  with  wands. 

The  holy  bible  and  book  of  constitu- 
tions supported  by  two  brethem. 

The  reverend  brethern. 

The  worshipful  master,  with  the 
Hon.  MaJ.  Gen.  Sullivan. 

Senior  and  Junior  wardens  bearing 
their  columns. 

The  treasurer  and  secretary. 

Past  master. 

The  brethern,  two  and  two. 

Brothers  of  the  army,   two  and  two. 

Two  corps  of  drums  muffied  and  fifes 
playing  a  solemn  dirge. 
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The  brethren  were  neatly  clothed 
with  Jewels,  etc..  and  were  in  numbers 
odds  and  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Just 
as  we  arrived  at  the  grave,  an  ex- 
ceedingly heavy  gust  of  rain  coming  up 
prevented  the  delivery  of  a  discourse, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  the  oc- 
casion by  brother  Rogers.  A  short 
prayer  being  by  him  offered  up.  we 
then  committed  their  bodies  in  Masonic 
form  to  the  dust;  afterwards  three  vol- 
leys of  small  arms  were  discharged. 
The  brotherhood  were  attended  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Col.  Hubley.  as  likewise  by  a  great  con- 
course of  people.— both  inhabitants  and 
■soldiery.  The  melancholy  scene  was 
closed  with  that  decorum  usual  among 
the  brethren,  and  the  satisfaction  of  all 
the  bystanders.  A  stone  being  pre- 
pared by  our  brethren.  Forest  &  Story, 
with  a  suitable  inscription,  was  fixed  at 
the  head  of  their  grave. 

FIRST  MASONIC  LODGE. 

The  first  Masonic  Lodge  in  our  valley 
was  Lodge  No.  61,  and  was  installed  in 
1794.  The  first  election  of  officers  was 
held  Sept.  18,  1794,  when  John  Paul 
Schott  was  elected  worshipful  master, 
Arnold  Colt,  senior  warden;  Joseph 
Duncan.  Junior  warden;  Jesse  Fell, 
-secretary,  and  Samuel  Bowman,  treas- 
urer. At  this  meeting  it  was  voted, 
"That  brother  Fell  was  to  provide  a 
dinner  for  the  lodge  on  St.  John's  Day" 
and  brother  Harvey  in  his  book  says, 
that  on  that  day  the  lodge  met  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m.  in  the  lodge  room,  where 
the  officers  were  duly  installed  and 
then  walked  in  procession  to  the  court 
house,  which  was  built  of  hewed  logs 
two  stories  high,  where  a  sermon  was 
preached  by  Rev.  Drake.  Afterwards 
the  brethren  proceeded  to  the  house  of 
brother  Jesse  Fell  where  they  dined  to- 
gether. In  those  days,  lecturing  lodges 
were  held  once  a  month  for  instruction 
in  the  work  and  land  marks  of  the  fra- 
ternity and  every  member  living  with- 
in three  miles  of  the  lodge  paid  seven 
cents  monthly  to  the  steward's  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  refreshments  for  the  said  lec- 
turing lodges.  These  lodges  were  kept 
up  for  many  years,  and  remind  us  that 
the  old  time  Masons  were  as  desirous 
of  keeping  "bright"  as  the  modern 
Masons  are  and  also  that  the  old  time 
Masons  provided  refreshments  for  their 
^stomachs  as  well  as  for  their  minds, 
which  custom  has  been  kept  up  until 
the  present  day  and  is  well  worthy  of 
observance. 
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Old  Lodge,  No.  61,  it  seems,  did  not 
have  altogether  plain  sailing,  although 
there  were  plenty  of  good  provisions 
and  delicious  Susquehanna  shad,  for 
the  dams  were  not  built  in  the  river  at 
that  day,  yet,  money  was  scarce  and 
the  brethren  had  considerable  difficulty 
in  paying  their  dues.  The  lodge  rent 
from  April.  1794,  to  AprU.  1795,  includ- 
ing Are  and  candles,  was  only  |12,  still 
financial  embarrassment  surrounded 
the  old  lodge.  In  1808  it  was  in  arrears 
to  the  grand  lodge  for  stveriU  years' 
4ue8.  In  1814  the  IndebUddMa  still 
continued  and  in  the  samt  y«ar  the 
grand  lodge  vacated  its  warrant.  How- 
ever, the  dues  were  soon  paid  to  the 
grand  lodge  and  the  warrant  restored. 
The  same  difficulty  occurred  several 
years  afterwards,  but  was  overcome  by 
the  effort  of  the  brethren. 

OLD   TIMS  MASONS. 

Now  let  us  talk  for  a  few  minutes 
.  about  some  of  the  old  time  Masons.  I 
mean  the  Masons  who  lived  and  flour- 
ished nearly  a  hundred  years  ago.  Capt. 
John  Paul  Schott  was  one  of  them,  and 
as  already  stated,  he  was  the  first 
master  of  Lodge  61  and  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
In  the  young  town  of  Wilkes-Barre. 
He  was  a  German  by  birth,  a  soldier 
-  by  profession  and  a  captain  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army.  In  1780  he  came  to 
Wilkes-Barre  and  shortly  afterwards 
married  Naomi  Sill,  an  active,  sturdy 
Yankee  girl.  He  held  a  number  of  of- 
fices, both  civil  and  military.  In  1804 
he  rerhoved  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
received  an  appointment  as  one  of  the 
inspectors  of  customs  in  the  United 
States  custom  house  and  died  July  29, 
1829.    in    the  85th   year   of   his   age. 

Another  old  time  Mason  and  master 
of  Lodge  61  was  Judge  I>avld  Scott, 
grandfather  of  E.  G.  Scott,  a  resident 
of  our  city.  He  was  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  this  county  from 
1818  to  1838.  He  always  kept  up  his 
interest  in  the  lodge,  frequently  visited 
it  and  often  was  called  upon  to  deliver 
addresses.  Masonic  and  otherwise.  He 
died  in  Wilkes-Barre  in  1839  and  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Wattson,  said  of  him 
as  follows:  "My  father  was  always  a 
strong  and  zealous  Free  Mason  and  I 
wag  brought  up  In  a  firm  belief  in  that 
order."  0\j:  lamented  brother.  Judge 
Ketcham,  said  he  was  "the  autocrat  of 
the  bench,  the  determined  and  cour- 
ageous man  with  a  will  of  iron,  who 
decided  questions  with  most  decided  de- 
cision." Judge  Scott  died  at  Wilkes- 
Barre.  Dec.   29,   1839    and   nis     remains 
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were  laid  away  in  St.  Stephen's  Epis- 
copal churchyard,  but  subsequently  re- 
moved to  HoIIenback  Cemetery. 

Perhaps  th«  most  dittinvuished  old 
time  Mason  in  our  valley  as  well  as 
in  the  State,  was  John  Bannister  Gib- 
son He  was  master  of  Lodge  61  and 
^rand  master  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
lived  in  Wilkes-Barre  for  three  years, 
from  1813  to  1816.  During  this  time  he 
was  president  judge  of  the  Eleventh 
judicial  district^  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Luzerne,  Tioga,  Bradford  and 
Susquehanna.  Wilkes-Barre  had  then 
a  population  of  about  1,000  and  the 
county  20,000.  Judge  Gibson  lived  on 
Northampton  street  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Dr.  Matlack.  The  old 
house  is  still  standing.  He  left  Wilkes. 
Barre  to  become  a  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State,  afterwards 
became  chief  Justice  of  the  court  and 
was  beyond  all  question  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  the  chief  justices  of  Penn- 
sylvania He  was  a  very  enthusiastic 
Mason.  He  was  admitted  to  member- 
ship of  Lodge  61,  March  24,  1814,  and 
continued  to  be  a  member  in  good 
standing  until  1837/  when  the  warrant 
of  the  lodge  was  vacated.  He  served 
•as  worshipful  master  of  the  lodge  in 
1815  and  1816.  He  was  the  soul  and 
life  of  the  lodge  while  in  Wilkes-Barre. 
He  was  witty,  full  of  humor,  kind- 
hearted,  a  most  charming  talker  and 
the  most  accomplished  worshipful  mas- 
ter of  his  day.  His  departure  from 
Wilkes-Barre  was  a  great  loss  to  the 
brethren  and  the  public  generally. 
After  his  elevation  to  the  bench  of  the 
Supreme  Court  he  represented  Lodge 
-61  for  several  years  in  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

LARGE  AND  HANDSOME. 

Judge  Gibson  was  a  large  and  hand- 
some man,  six  feet  four  inches  talU 
and  a  profound  scholar  and  lawyer.  He 
was  not  a  fashionable  man  in  the  com- 
mon acceptance  of  the  word,  nor  did 
lie  pose  as  an  aristocrat.  He  w^s  a 
many-sided  man.  He  could  write 
poetry  with  all  the  grace  of  a  poet.  He 
^could  play  the  violin  with  all  the 
sweetness  and  charm  of  an  accom- 
plished performer.  He  could  paint  a 
picture  with  all  the  finish  of  an  artist. 
He  would  have  made  a  wonderful  me- 
chanic if  he  had  turned  his  attention 
to  mechanical  pursuits.  When  in 
Wilkes-Barre  he  made  with  his  own 
hands  a  very  serviceable  pair  of  pis- 
tols, which  he  presented  to  his  inti- 
mate friend  and  brother  Mason.  Col. 
Isaac   Bowman,    who   was     worshipful 
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master  of  LiOdge  61  when  Judgre  Qibson 
became  a  member  of  it.  In  business 
matters  Judge  Gibson  was  not  success- 
ful. He  was  too  much  absorbed  in  the 
duties  of  his  office.  He  left  an  estate 
at  the  time  of  his  death  of  only  $30,000, 
verifying  the  old  saying  that  "a  good 
lawyer  lives  well,  works  hard  and  dies 
poor." 

A  number  of  eood  stories  are  told  of 
Gibson.  Here  are  only  two  of  them: 
A  lawyer  addressing  the  court  caught 
the  eyes  of  Judge  Gibson  fixed  upon 
him  and  saw  him  now  and  then  noting 
something  on  a  paper  before  him. 
After  he  finished,  he  said  to  a  friend 
beside  him,  "I  think  I  have  the  chief 
justice:  he  drank  in  all  I  said,  I  would 
like  to  see  his  notes."  The  court  ad- 
journed and  Gibson  walked  off  leaving 
the  paper.  The  lawyer  went  up  and 
looked  at  it  and  was  surprised  to  see 
no  notes,  but  written  every  here  and 
there, — Dam  Phool — Dam  Phool— Dam 
Phool. 

Judge  Gibson  and  Judge  Burnside 
were  speaking  of  their  ages.  Gibson 
stated  his  age.  Burnside  said,  "You 
are  a  year  older,"  and  to  prove  it 
enumerated  the  places  when  and  where 
Gibson  had  lived,  and  said  among  other 
things,  "And  then  there  was  the  year 
you  were  at  Beaver."  .Gibson  stopped 
him,  saying,  "My  God.  Burnside,  don't 
bring  that  up  against  me;  it  ought  not 
to  be  counted  for  I  spent  that  whole 
year  fiddling  In  my  office" 

Some  one  wrote  of  Judge  Gibson, 
after  his  death,  that  he  was  given  to 
profanity  when  he  was  "riled."  His 
most  intimate  friends  said  that  this 
was  not  true.  Perhaps  he  came  as  near 
to  profanity  as  a  certain  Irishman  did 
to  treating.  An  Irishman  said.  "Mike, 
that  Murphy  is  the  manest  man  I  ever 
knew— he  never  trated  in  his  life.** 
Says  Mike,  "I  saw  him  come  near  trat- 
ing  once— it  was  in  Reiley's  saloon. 
Mr.  Murphy  remarked,  'Boys,  I  am  50 
years  old  to-day— thin  all  the  boys 
cried  out,  'Murphy,  you  don't  look  i(— 
you'r  Joking.'  Then  says  Murphy, 
grately  plazed,  'Boys,  what  will  it  be? 
—rain  or  snow?'  " 

JUDGE  FELL,. 

Another  old  time  Mason  was  Judge 
Jesse  Fell,  a  granduncle  of  brother  Dr. 
Alexander  G.  Fell,  a  member  of  Lodge 
61.  Perhaps  no  "man  took  a  deeper  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  craft  than 
Judge  Fell.  He  was  the  most  promi- 
nent among  the  local  Masons.  He  was 
also  master  of  Lodje  61,   in  1803.      He 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vol.  14  35 


•Jived  on  the  northeast  corner  of  North- 
ampton and  Washlnsrton  streets.  He 
kept  a  tavern  there  and  it  was  known 
by  the  "Sign  of  the  Buck."  His  license, 
according:  to  the  old  records,  permitted 
him  "to  keep  a  public  house  in  the 
town  of  Wllkes-Barre  for  the  selling  of 
^whisky,  rum,  brandy,  beer,  ale,  cider 
and  all  other  spirituous  liquors,  pro- 
vided he  shall  not  at  any  time  during 
«aid  term  suffer  drunkenness  or  unlaw- 
ful gaming,  or  any  other  disorders." 
Here  in  this  old  log  tavern  the  princi- 
pal men  of  the  town,  mostly  Masons, 
met  and  talked  over  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  county  and  town.  Here  the 
newspapers  from  the  large  cities  of 
that  day  were  eagerly  read  and  crltl- 
<:ised. 

Here  judge  and  lawyers  on  the  cir- 
cuit fed  and  lodged  and.  when  the  la- 
bors of  the  day  were  over,  told  their 
stories  and  cracked  their  jokes,  stimu- 
lated by  mint-Juleps  or  rum  punches, 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the 
weather.  Here  the  sheriff  cried  his 
sales.  In  an  upper  room  the  lodge 
meetings  were  held.  Here,  in  what  was 
called  the  long  room,  the  Fourth  of 
July  orations  were  delivered.  In  this 
old  log  tavern  all  prominent  strangers 
Jn  the  valley  put  up.  In  the  long  room 
the  great  balls  of  that  day  were  held. 
Great  style  in  dress  had  not  reached 
the  vauey  yet  and  the  ""oung  men  and 
women  at  these  dancing  a.ssemblies 
were  not  clothed  and  gowned  as  they 
are  now.  Homespun  had  not  given 
way  to  broadcloth  and  silks.  The  old 
time  fiddle  had  not  yet  been  displaced 
by  the  modern  orchestra.  The  old 
square  dances  and  Virginia  reels  had 
not  yet  surrendered  to  the  more  mod- 
ern and  bewitching  waltzes.  Here  the 
great  suppers  were  served,  when  nota- 
ble men  came  to  town  and  toasts  were 
given  and  responded  to  mid  the  delic- 
ious flavor  of  planked  shad,  fresh  from 
the  river,  or  broiled  venison  steaks  and 
delicious  buckwheat  cakes,  according 
to  the  season.  In  the  bar  room  of  this 
old  log  tavern  Judge  Pell  constructed 
with  the  aid  of  a  blacksmith  a  rude 
iron  grate,  and  with  it  he  first  experi- 
mented if  coal  could  be  burned  in  a 
grate  and  thus  answer  for  cooking  pro- 
visions and  warming  the  house,  and  he 
succeeded. 

This  is  the  memorandum  he  made  on 
a  fly  leaf  of  a  book  called.  "Illustra- 
4.Ion8  of  Masonry"— February  11th  of 
Masonry,  5808.  made  the  experiment  of 
burning  the  common  stone  coal  of  the 
valley  in  a  grate  in  a  common  fireplace 
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in  my  house,  and  find  it  will  answer  the 
purpose  of  fuel,  making:  a  clear  and 
better  fire  at  less  expense  than  burninir 
wood  In  the  common  way."  Therefore, 
let  us  all  remember,  especially  those  of 
us  who  still  have  open  grates  to  cheer 
and  warm  us  in  the  long  winter  nights, 
that  this  cheer  and  conifort  we  owe  to 
the  patient  experiments  made  nearly  a 
hundred  years  ago,  of  a  brother  Mason 
In  his  old  log  tavern  with  his  rudely 
constructed  iron  grate.  This  old  log 
tavern,  where  all  these  great  events  oc- 
curred. Judge  Fell  described  as  fol- 
lows: "A  two  story  log  and  frame 
building  with  an  addition  of  one  story 
high,  has  ten  rooms,  six  fi replaces, 
thrf»e  entries,  a  garret,  a  good  cellar 
and  an  excellent  well  of  never  failing 
water  at  the  kitchen  door." 

AN   AGREEABLE  LANDLORD. 

Judge  Fell  lived  in  the  old  tavern  and 
kept  open  house  there  until  he  died.  He 
must  have  been  a  very  pleasant  land- 
lord. In  his  day  taverns  were  kept  by 
the  most  respectable  men  in  the  com- 
munity. Taverns  then  were  veritably 
for  the  entertainment  of  travelers  and 
strangers,  and  not  headquarters  for 
idlers  and  noisy  ward  politicians.  Judge 
Fell  held  the  most  important  offices  in 
the  county.  He  was  sheriff  for  two 
terms  and  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office  ably  and  satisfactorily.  His  task 
was  not  an  easy  one.  In  his  day  war 
was  being  waged  between  Connecticut 
settlers  and  Pennsylvania  claimants, 
both  sides  claiming  title  to  the  same 
tract  of  land.  Process  growing  out  of 
these  troubles  had  to  be  served  by 
Sheriff  Fell,  and  he  did  his  work  so 
diplomatically  as  to  win  the  respect  of 
both  sides.  Judge  Fell  was  also  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Miffiin  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  county.  He  was  after- 
wards appointed  by  the  governor,  in- 
spector of  the  Luzerne  County  Militia. 
He  knew  little  of  the  science  of  war 
and  the  manual  of  arms.  As  an  illus- 
tration of  his  accomplishments  in  this 
line,  brother  Harvey  tells  the  following 
story  in  his  book: 

On  the  morning  of  the  first  parade  of 
his  brigade  he  took  it  into  his  head  to 
drill  a  little  by  himself.  Dressed  in  full 
regimentals  he  marched  out.  and  plac- 
ing himself  in  a  military  attitude,  with 
his  sword  drawn,  he  exclaimed:  "At- 
tention battalion!  rear  and  three  payees 
to  the  rear,  march!"  And  he  tumbled 
down  Into  the  cellar.  His  wife  hearing 
the  racket,  came  running  out  crying, 
••Oh,  Jesse,     has  thee  killed     thyself?" 
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"Go  to,  Hannah/*  fiaid  the  hero,  "what 
does  thee  know  about  war?"  They 
were  both  Quakers,  and  this  accounts 
for  the  word  "thee"  In  their  languagre. 

Governor  Mifflin  also  appointed  Judgre 
Fell  associate  judge  In  February,  1798, 
during:  Kood  behavior.  This  position  he 
filled  with  dignity  for  thirty-two  years 
until  the  day  of  his  death.  He  wrote  a 
plain  and  beautiful  hand,  was  a  well 
informed  man  and  a  reader  of  good 
books.  He  was  a  man  of  few  words, 
but  what  he  said  counted.  He  could 
prepare  an  address  as  able  and  scholar- 
ly as  any  lawyer  or  minister  In  the 
town.  He  died  full  of  years  and  honor 
on  the  11th  day  of  August,  1830.  The 
beautiful  ritual  of  our  order  was  read 
over  his  open  grave  in  the  presence  of 
the  largest  concourse  of  people  that 
has  ever  assembled  on  a  similar  oc- 
casion. I  would  like  to  bring  to  your 
remembrance  a  score  of  other  old  time 
Masons,  dlstlfigulshed  and  honored  In 
their  day,  but  I  have  already  taken  up 
the  time  alloted  to  me,  and  If  agree- 
able to  the  lodge.  I  will  resume  the 
talk  In  the  near  future. 

I  cannot  more  fitly  close  than  by  a 
quotation  from  an  address  delivered  by 
Judge  Fell  before  the  members  of 
Lodge  61,  and  visiting  brethren  in  the 
lodge  room,  June  24,  1804.  It  has  the 
true  ring,  and  we  have  not  Improved 
upon  it,  although  a  hundred  years  have 
elapsed  since  It  was  spoken.  Listen  to 
It:  "Let  us  remember  In  all  our  meet- 
ings and  communications  that  we  are 
brethren— although  free,  yet  on  the 
level,  bound  to  keep  within  the  com- 
pass of  mutual  good  will,  and  to  frame 
our  conduct  by  the  square  of  doing  as 
we  would  be  done  by;  keeping  an  open 
heart  to  every  suffering  brother,  ready 
to  receive  him  as  a  tempest-driven 
voyager  In  a  port  of  safety.  Let  us  be 
of  one  mind,  avoid  all  levity  of  con- 
versation, be  sober  and  temperate;  ab- 
staining from  every  excess  that  would 
enervate  the  body,  debase  the  under- 
standing, cherish  strife  and  dishonor 
our  calling;  study  to  be  quiet  and  do 
our  own  business  with  our  own  hands, 
as  knowing  that  a  wise  brother's  de- 
light Is  the  work  of  the  craft.  Let  us 
learn  when  to  be  silent  and  when  to 
speak,  for  a  babbler  is  an  abomination 
because  of  the  unspeakable  word?, 
which  a  man  may  not  utter  but  In  a 
proper  place.*' 
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PIONEERS  OF   METHODISM    IN 
WYOMING  VALLEY. 

[Daily  Record,  April  ^  1906.] 

In  West  Pittston  there  is  now  being: 
lield  the  fifty-fourth  annual  session  of 
the  Wyoming  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  important  conferences  of 
the  denomination  in  the  East,  and  ita 
membership  list  numbers  some  of  the 
brigrhtest  and  most  prominent  minis- 
ters of  the  church  In  the  country- 
There  are  over  two  hundred  of  them, 
stationed  in  various  portions  of  north- 
eastern Pennsylvania  and  western 
l»^ew  York  State. 

It  was  in  1852  that  Wyoming  Con- 
ference had  its  birth.  A  resolution 
adopted  at  the  Oneida  Annual  Confer- 
ence recommended  that  the  general 
conference  to  be  held  in  Boston  divide 
the  Oneida  territory.  The  new  confer- 
ence was  created  out  of  the  southern 
portion  of  it  The  first  session  was 
held  the  same  year  in  Carbondale  and 
Bishop  Scott  presided.  Rev.  Henry 
Brownscombe,  who  for  some  years  was 
a  resident  of  Wilkes-Barre,  was  the 
first  assistant  secretary.  The  confer- 
ence numbered  fifty-seven  ministers, 
active  in  the  pulpit,  together  with 
eleven  superannuates  and  three  super- 
numeraries. There  were  between  ten 
and  eleven  thousand  members,  about 
two  thousand  probationers  and  over  a 
hundred  local  preachers. 

Methodism  early  played  an  import- 
ant part  In  the  religious  life  of  the 
Wyoming  Valley.  Its  ministers  were- 
among  those  who  endured  the  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life  and  sacrificed  all 
manner  of  personal  comfort  in  order 
to  exalt  the  Christian  standard  in  the 
wilderness.  Their  names  are  handed 
down  to  us  with  all  of  the  honor  and 
all  of  the  glory  that  cluster  around 
those  who  braved  the  dangers  of  Wyo- 
ming's early  trials  and  tribulations.  In 
the  history  of  the  valley  they  occupy 
a  prominent  place.  The  handsome 
edifices  that  now  grrace  the  larger- 
communities,  the  modest  but  comfort- 
able religious  homes  that  are  to  be 
found  In  every  village  and  wherever  a 
handful  of  people  are  gathered  to- 
gether, give  no  idea  of  those  early 
times  when  the  churches  were  to  be 
found  in  the  scattered  homes  of  the 
people  and  when  the  Itinerants  in  min- 
istering to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the- 
sparse  population  were  compelled  to- 
ride  over  wide  areas,  braving  the  dan- 
gers  of  the   wilderness   on   every   trip- 
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The  mlnistera  of  those  days  were  ani- 
mated by  the  love  of  God,  pure  and 
simple.  Their  minds  were  not  torn  by 
doctrinal  doubts.  They  looked  not  up- 
wards into  the  realm  of  light  and 
found  it  crossed  with  foreboding 
shadows.  The  great  theme  was  to- 
them  an  eternal  song  of  divine  har- 
mony, and  it  rang  into  their  ears  and 
inspired  their  souls  wherever  they  went 
upon  their  high  and  arduous  mission. 
All  honpr  to  these  self-sacrificing 
pioneers  of  the  church. 


LONG   LIVED   FAMILY, 

[Daily  Record,  April  9.  1905.] 

Rhoda  Linn  Snyder  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Emily  Dooley,  at 
549  State  street,  Plymouth  Township, 
Saturday,  April  8,  1905,  aged  87  years, 
6  months  and  23  days. 

She  was  of  a  family  remarkable  for 
longevity.  Of  one  brother  and  five 
sisters  who  preceded  her  in  death,  all 
except  one,  Martha,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  70,  had  long  passed  their  allot- 
ted three-score  and  ten.  One  brother^ 
James  Linn,  age  85,  is  still  living  at 
Lowell,   Mich. 

Rhoda  Linn,  daughter  of  Adam  Linn 
and  Martha  Lameraux  Linn,  was  born 
Sept.  15,  1817,  in  Plymouth  where  the 
Vine  street  school  building  now  stands. 
Her  father,  Adam  Linn,  whose  parents 
were  of  Irish  birth,  was  born  in  Morris 
County,  N.  J  Her  mother,  Martha 
Lameraux.  was  born  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship, Luzerno  County,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Lameraux,  who 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  who 
during  part  of  the  war  was  a  prisoner 
on  one  of  the  Long  Island  prison  ships. 

She  was  married  to  Philip  Snyder 
Nov.  7,  1839.  In  1845  with  their  fam- 
ily, she  and  her  husband  Journeyed 
overland  to  Cleveland,  O.,  the  Journey 
taking  twenty-one  days.  They  stayed 
six  months  and  then  returned  to  Plym- 
outh. In  1S54  they  again  left  their 
home,  this  time  to  go  to  Michigan, 
where  they  again  stayed  six  months. 
On  this  trip  they  had  to  go  to  Scran- 
ton   In   order   to  reach   the  railroad 

With  her  sister  Rachel  she  was  bap* 
tlzed  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  Dec.  28.  1838,  and 
with  her  parents,  brothers,  sisters  and 
husband  was  closely  Identified  with 
the  early  lilstory  of  the  Christian 
Church  of  Plymouth.  She  was  the  old- 
eet  Disciple  in  this  section  and  during 
the  active  years  of  her  life  was  a  faith- 
ful worker  In  the  church. 
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DEATH  OF  ISAAC  M.  MASK. 

[Daily  Record,  April  17,  1906..] 

After  flgrhtlnir  the  battle  of  life  for 
upwards  of  four  score  years,  Isaac  M. 
Mask  of  Plymouth  succumbed  to  death 
on  Saturday  forenoon.  Deceased,  wha 
was  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
the  valley,  was  taken  111  about  &ix 
weeks  a«ro.  He  was  born  at  Morefleld,. 
Va.,  Jan.  22,  1825.  and  was  the  second 
In  a  family  of  ten  children.  When  a 
boy  he  went  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist.  He 
had  a  natural  aptitude  for  that  trade 
and  rapidly  advanced  In  knowledgre 
and  ability.  He  followed  the  business 
In  several  of  the  Southern  cities,  but 
returning  to  Baltimore,  his  services 
were  sought  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  Co.  and  he  remained  with 
that  corporation  for  some  time. 

In  May.  1855,  he  was  sent  to  this  city 
by  the  railroad  company  with  the  first 
locomotive  that  ever  blew  a  whistle  In 
the  Wyoming  Valley.  After  putting 
the  machinery  In  shape  to  run,  after 
reaching  here  by  canal  boat,  he  re- 
mained as  engineer  for  some  time.  The 
locomotive  was  used  In  hauling  empty 
cars  from  the  boat  schutes  to  the  Bal- 
timore tunnel.  Mr.  Mask  taught  the 
engineering  business  to  Wilkes  Con- 
nors, who  succeeded  him  as  engineer, 
and  Edward  Mackin,  father-in-law  of 
County  Treasurer  John  J.  Moore,  was 
the  first  fireman.  Mr.  Mask  Intended 
to  return  to  Baltimore  but  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  remain  and  accept  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  Bal- 
timore Coal  Co.,  prior  to  Its  being  con- 
trolled by  the  D.  &  H.  Co. 

In  the  y«ar  1M8  Mr.  Ifask  went  to 
Plymouth  as  master  mechanic  for  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.,  taking  up  his 
residence  on  Boston  Hill.  He  remain- 
ed In  Plymouth  ever  since  and  contin- 
ued In  the  same  position  with  the  com- 
pany until  about  nine  years  ago,  when 
on  account  of  his  advanced  age  he 
sought  a  less  responsible  position  and 
was  made  foreman  of  the  repair  shops^. 
ajid  had  he  lived  until  next  month  he 
would  have  rounded  out  a  continuous^ 
employment  with  the  company  of  fifty 
years. 

He  was  united  In  marriage  March  2. 
1848,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Neigh  of  Balti- 
more, who  preceded  him  in  death,  she 
dying  in  August,  1885.  Deceased  was 
a  prominent  Mason,  being  a  member 
of  Lodge  332.  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Plym- 
outh, and  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  He 
Is  survived  by  one  sister,  Mrs.  William 
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Kline  of  Shepperdatown,  Va.;  two 
daughters.  Mrs.  Wesley  Alden  and  Mls» 
Josephine,  and  one  son,  John  of  Plym- 
outh; also  five  grandchildren  and  twa 
great-grandchildren. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  FIRST  BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 

[Daily  Record,  April  17,  1905.] 

Yesterday  was  a  joyous  day  to  the 
members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  this  city,  their  handsome  new 
church  building  at  the  corner  of 
South  and  South  Franklin  streets  being 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Ood  with 
appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  occasion  marked  the  culmination 
of  ten  long  years  of  struggle  on  the 
part  of  both  pastor  and  people  to  have 
a  church  edifice  that  would  be  suitable 
for  them.  There  was  an  added  tinge 
of  Joyousness  to  the  occasion  because 
of  the  fact  that  the  church  was  dedi- 
cated absolutely  free  from  debt.  By 
resolution  of  the  members  of  the 
church  many  years  ago  it  was  decided 
to  build  only  as  funds  were  accumu- 
lated for  that  purpose  and  this  resolu- 
tion has  been  adhered  to,  with  the  re- 
sult that  while  the  church  has  been 
a  long  time  in  Its  completion,  yet  now 
that  it  is  completed  it  is  absolutely 
free  from  any  worrisome  debt  with  ita 
constantly  accumulating  interest  that 
might  otherwise  be  a  burden  to  th€} 
members. 

The  dedicatory  services  commenced 
yesterday  morning  and  in  spite  of  the 
cold,  raw  air  and  the  flying  snow,  the 
church  was  crowded  by  members  and 
their  friends.  The  altar  rail  was  beau- 
tifully decorated  with  palms  and  hy- 
drangeas and  the  new  and  glistening 
furnishing  and  happy  faces  of  those 
present  all  proclaimed  a  festive  occas- 
ion. There  was  an  organ  prelude  on 
the  new  organ  by  Frank  Beman,  who 
installed  the  organ,  the  doxology. 
Scripture  reading  by  the  pastor,  music 
by  the  choir,  including  a  solo  by  Mlsa 
Ethel   Spendley. 

The  sermon  was  delivered  by  Presi- 
dent John  H.  Harris.  D.  D.,  LU  D.,  of 
Bucknell  University.  The  text  of  the 
sermon  of  dedication  was  Acts,  2:38. 
The  theme  was  the  piesent  power  of 
Christ,  as  shown  by  what  his  follow- 
ers are  doing  in  the  world  to-day. 
Neither  race,  language  nor  blood  can 
form  a  barrier  to  the  progress  of 
Christ's  kingdom.  He  has  through  all 
nations    and    peoples    established    and 
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now  maintains  a  sway  wider  than  that 
of  Britain  whose  morning  drum  beat, 
as  Webster  said,  encircles  the  earth 
with  one  continuous,  unbroken  strain 
of  that  martial  air  of  England. 

The  prayer  of  dedication  was  given 
by  the  pastor,  Rev.  B.  F.  G.  McGee. 
whose  labors  here  have  been  at  last 
crowned  with  success  In  at  least  one 
definite  object  for  which  he  was  striv- 
ing, and  in  his  prayer  it  was  easily 
seen  that  he  was  much  affected  by  the 
occasion,  the  Joy  of  the  occasion  after 
the  long  years  of  waiting  and  the  re- 
lief from  the  strain  under  which  he 
has  been  laboring,  combining  to  almost 
produce  a  breakdown. 

The  dedicatory  services  were  con- 
tinued   in    the   afternoon    and    evening 


This  congregation  dates  back  to  the 
earlier  history  of  the  city.  The  old 
Baptist  Church,  a  good  likeness  of 
which  is  here  given,  wa«  located  on 
West  Northampton  street  between 
Frrnklin  and  River  streets.  A  cut  of 
the  same  church  can  be  seen  on  the  old 
maps  of  the  city,  issued  by  the  Record" 
several  years  ago. 

ORGANIZED  AT  FORTY  FORT 

The  church  was  organized  at  Forty 
Fort  as  **The  Wilkes-Barre  and  Kings- 
ton Baptist  Church,"  Dec.  7,  1842.  In 
the  sixty  years  of  Its  existence  it  has 
been  served  by  the  following  pastors: 

C.  A.   Hewitt— January,   1845.   to  1850. 
John  Boyd— January,  1851.  to  1855. 
K.   M.   Alden— April   1,   1859,   to  1865. 
Jame«  L.   Andrus— 1866  to  July,   1867. 

D.  E.   Bowen— 1868  to  March,  1870. 
C.  A.   Fox— 1870  to  1871. 

J.   D.  Griebel- 1871  to  Jan.  1.  1873. 

J.  B.  Hutchinson— July  1,  1874,  to 
October.  1879. 

George  Frear,  D  D.— July  1,  1880,  to 
July  1,  1894. 

B.  F.  G.  McGee- From  Jan.  1,  1895. 

The  first  building,  called  "The  Bap- 
tist Meeting  House,"  was  dedicated  In 
1847.  The  present  bible  school  build- 
ing, shown  to  the  left  in  the  picture, 
was  dedicated  April  8,  1888.  The  pres- 
ent auditorium  will  be  dedicated  to- 
morrow. 

In  1857  the  Kingston  branch  of  the 
church  was  given  up  and  the  church 
took  the  name  of  "The  Baptist  Church 
in  WIlkes-Barre." 

A  meeting,  set  for  Nov.  10.  1873,  wao  • 
for  disbanding  "The  Baptist  Church  in 
Wilkes-Barre."   and    the   property   was 
conveyed  to  the  Baptist  General  Asso- 
ciation of  Pennsylvania. 
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Rev.  J.  B.  Hutchinson  was  sent  by 
the  Baptist  Greneral  Association  of 
Pennoylvania  to  reorganize  the  work 
as  a  mission,  in  1874.  Under  his  direc- 
tion the  Centennial  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  July  1,  1875.  and  recognised 
by  a  Baptist  council,  Sept.  15,  1875.  In 
1S88  the  name  was  changed  from  'Tlie 


Centennial  Baptist  Church"  to  "Tbe 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa." 

L>OT  PURCHASED, 

In  1887  the  two  lots  which  are  now 
the  site  of  the  new  structure,  were 
bought  with  the  proceeds  from  the  sale 
of  the  old  property.  The  lots  belonged 
to  the  Wood  estate.  On  the  lot  facing 
on  Franklin  street  there  were  several 
frame   Cwelling   houses.     These   houses 
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were  torn  down  later.  In  1888  Rev. 
Greorge  Frear,  D.  D.,  now  deceased, 
dedicated  the  stone  chapel,  which  ba« 
been  used  by  the  congregratlon  as  a 
church  up  to  the  present  time.  It  was 
erected  on  the  rear  lot.  facing  on  South, 
street,  the  congregation  taking  pos- 
session of  the  chapel  Ai/rll  8.  1883. 

Rev.  B.  F.  G.  McGee  waa  called  to 
the  pastorate  Jan.  1,  1895,  and  on  the 
first  day  of  November,  1895,  through  \i\% 
efforts  a  building  association  waS 
formed  among  the  members  to  raise 
money  for  a  proposed  new  structure. 
The  congregjation  and  pastor  decided 
that  the  church  should  not  be  erected 
until  there  was  enough  money  in  sight 
to  pay  for  it,  and  it  was  also  decided 
to  only  build  a  portion  at  a  time  and 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  money 
in  hand. 

In  1897  there  was  enough  money 
raised  to  warrant  the  erection  of  the 
stone  foundation  walls.  The  founda- 
tion walls  were  then  covered  over  and 
allowed  to  stand  until  1900,  when  the 
walls  were  erected.  The  building  was 
finally  roofed  over  during  the  summer 
of  1903.  Last  year  the  interior  finish 
was  put  in  and  the  finishing  touches 
were  completed  this  week. 

The  church  building  and  the  chapel 
are  of  stone,  and  the  two  can  be  thrown 
into  one,  with  a  seating  capacity  of 
1,000. 

The  cost  of  the  new  building  is  about 
130,000.  The  interior  Is  handsomely  fin- 
ished and  furnished.  One  of  the  prin- 
cipal features  Is  the  manner  In  which 
the  fine  big  organ  is  located,  as  well 
as  the  choir.  The  organ  is  situated  in 
the  corner  diagonally  opposite  the 
main  entrance  at  the  corner  of  South . 
and  South  Franklin  streets.  The  or- 
gan Is  built  very  high,  the  pipes  ex- 
tending to  the  ceiling.  The  choir  will 
sit  on  raised  seats  directly  behind  the 
pulpit  platform. 

The  purpose  of  placing  the  organ  and 
choir  so  high  was  to  make  room  for 
the  baptistery,  which  is  directly  un- 
derneath. It  Is  a  large  wrought  iron 
tank  thirteen  feet  long,  six  feet  wide 
and  four  feet  deep.  The  pulpit  is  so 
arranged  that  it  can  be  pushed  back 
over  the  baptistery'  and  the  rite  can 
therefore  be  made  with  but  little 
trouble. 

The  pipe  organ  Is  a  very  handsome 
Instrument,  and  one-half  of  the  cost  of 
It  was  paid  by  Andrew  Carnegie  and 
the  balance  by  some  of  the  generous 
citizens  of  the  city.  It  was  built  by 
Frank  Beman   and  furnished     by     the- 
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Brewer-Pryor  Piano  Co.  of  Blnghanv 
ton,  N.  Y.  It  has  sixteen  stops  and 
the  action  is  tubular  pneumatic 
througrhout.  It  is  well  balanced  as  to 
tonal  quality,  both  for  church  and  con- 
cert work.  Although  the  price  of  the 
organ  is  a  secret  it  is  said  that  it  cost 
not  less  than  $3,000. 

MEMORIAL  TO   MRS.   BAILEY. 

As  one  enters  through  the  main  en- 
trance he  is  confronted  by  a  screen  of 
stained  glass,  which  is  a  memorial  to 
the  memory  of  Mrs.  Kate  M.  Bailey. 
The  arrangement  is  especially  pleasing. 
There  are  three  entrances,  one  from 
the  centre  and  one  from  either  end. 
The  floor  is  elevatd  to  quite  a  notice- 
.able  pitch  and  is  covered  with  hand- 
some brussels  carpet  The  pews,  which 
are  neat  and  comfortable,  are  of  plain 
white  oalc.  The  whole  of  the  interior 
is  of  plain  white  oak  in  Gothic  de- 
sign. 

There  is  a  balcony  around  two  sides 
of  the  interior  which  will  seat  about 
250  persons.  The  ceiling  is  of  metal, 
handsomely  designed  and  painted 
wnite.  A  handsome  gas  chandelier  of 
forty  jets  hangs  from  the  dome,  while 
other  gas  jets  are  attached  to  the  side 
walls. 

The  auditorium  is  connected  with 
the  chapel  by  a  screen  which  is  raised 
in  the  partition  between  the  two  rooms. 
The  floor  of  the  chapel,  however,  is 
several  feet  higher  than  that  of  the 
church  floor  and  both  rooms  can  be 
thrown  Into  one. 

MORE  MEMORIAL  WINDOWS. 

In  the  bfUcony  there  are  two  large, 
handsome  stained  glass  windows  ar- 
ranged for  by  the  late  Calvin  Parsons 
in  memory  of  his  father  and  mother. 
The  other  windows  both  up  stairs  and 
down,  which  are  much  smaller,  were 
placed  by  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  of 
the  church,  several  Sunday  school 
classes.  Miss  Ella  F.  Sutherland,  the 
B.  Y.  P.  U.,  and  memorials  for  Mrs. 
Ellen  Rebecca  Fry,  Mrs.  Victoria 
Keithline  and  Arthur  Bird.  The  choir, 
the  pulpit  and  the  baptistery  and  the 
furnishings  for  them  are  memorials  to 
Rev.  George  Freer.  D.  D.,  a  former 
pastor.  Other  memorials  are  a  com- 
munion service,  table  and  chairs,  for 
Miss  Sarah  Freeland,  given  by  her 
niece,  Mrs.  W    P.  Ryman. 

In  the  basement  Is  a  kitchen  and  din- 
ing room,  as  well  as  two  dressing 
rooms  and  necessary  toilet  arrange- 
ments. The-  floors  are  concreted,  while 
the  wood  work  is  of  cypress.  The  din- 
ing room  is  40x60  feet. 
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THE   8L0CUM    FAMILY. 

LAfayette.   Ind..   April  17,   1905. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Record: 

The  other  day  in  looking  over  the 
Cincinnati  Enquirer  I  saw  something: 
of  Interest  to  myself  and  others  at 
home.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  paper 
■howingr  a  likeness  of  ^iabriel  Godfroy, 
who  for  his  second  wife  married  a 
sranddaughter  of  Frances  Slocum, 
which  accounts  for  my  interest  in  him. 
I  visited  Peru»  where  I  met  a  Mr.  Wor- 
rell, who  being  acquainted  with  Mr. 
sounded  like  "Kinsley,"  ate  it  with  a 
his  farm,  a  remnant  of  the  extensive 
lands  he  once  owned,  located  about 
lour  and  one-half  miles  from  Peru.  In 
setting  to  his  place  we  passed  the  im- 
mense farm  lands  cf  the  Wallace  cir- 
cusman's,  formerly  being  a  part  of  the 
property  of  Mr.  Godfroy.  there  being 
about  1,600  acres  in  the  Wallace  farms, 
all  kept  in  first  class  manner.  It  took 
just  forty  minutes  (at  a  four  mile  gait) 
to  pass  the  property,  being-  about  three 
miles  of  same,  and  when  we  reached 
the  Godfroy  tract  we  first  visited  the 
burial  grounds  (Godfroy's)  in  which 
there  are  several  dozen  graves  and 
some  very  nice  monuments;  and  then 
to  the  house,  a  large,  fine  frame  dwell- 
ing, where  we  found  the  old  gentleman 
with  his  wife  and  several  children, 
who  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
from  him  I  learned  some  facts  which 
are  contrary  to  some  of  the  statements 
made  In  historv  in  regard  to  the  run- 
ning away  with  Frances  Slocum,  who 
was  known  by  the  Indians  as  the 
•'White  Rose."  He  says  that  It  was 
the  Delawares  and  not  he  Mlamls  who 
took  her.  That  upon  the  approach  of 
the  Indians  the  old  people  all  ran  for 
the  fort  and  Frances,  being  overlooked 
in  the  stampede,  crawled  under  the 
stairway,  from  where  she  could  hear 
the  Indians  up  stairs  searching  for 
valuables,  and  when  they  came  down 
they  saw  her  lltlie  feet  sticking  out, 
and,  pulling  her  out,  she  was  thrown 
across  their  shoulders  and  carried 
away  to  take  the  place  of  a  little 
Indian  girl  who  nad  lately  died  and 
whose  mother's  grief  could  only  be  ap- 
peased in  this  way.     There  was  also  a 
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.boy  of  about  the  same  age  taken  at 
the  same  time.  They  did  not  leave  the 
vicinity  at  once  (only  apparently)  tak- 
ing a  circuitous  route  and  remained  in 
hiding  for  a  day  or  two  In  a  cave  of 
fiome  sort  and  thus  thwarted  their  pur- 
suers and  from  where  they  could  hear 
the  soldiers  and  their  drums.  She  also 
said  that  when  it  came  to  eating,  they 
had  some  jerked  meat,  which  she  re- 
fused, having  no  appetite,  but  that  the 
boy,  whose  name  as  he  remembers  it 
sounded  like  "Kinsley,"  ate  it  with  a 
relish  and  that  they  finally  started  for 
New  York  State,  up  about  Niagara 
Falls.  I  do  not  know  either  whether 
or  not  'tis  known  that  Frances  could 
have  been  discovered  long  before  she 
was.  but  the  old  man  tells  me  that  she 
did  not  want  to  be  found— that  she  was 
treated  so  kind  and  was  so  well  con- 
tented that  she  always  hid  her  identity 
in  order  not  to  be  taken  back.  One  day, 
years  later  and  when  Frances  was  a 
grown  woman,  she  discovered  in  the 
vicinity  of  her  father's  (adopted)  house 
an  Indian  sitting  against  a  tree,  so 
weak  he  could  not  get  up,  having  been 
shot  through  the  body.  She  ran  to  tell 
her  father,  who  took  and  cared  for  the 
man  till  he  recovered  and  who  proved 
to  be  a  Miami  Indian  and  great  fighter 
and  hunter.  This  Miami,  after  living 
and  working  for  the  father  about  a 
year,  suggested  that  he  now  return  to 
his  tribe,  provided  his  year's  service 
would  be  deemed  sufficient  pay  for  his 
indebtedness.  To  this  proposition  the 
old  Indian  chief  objected,  as  he  had 
formed  a  strong  liking  for  the  young 
man.  and  so  asked  him  to  continue  to 
maLe  his  home  with  them  and  to  re- 
ward him  for  doing  so  would  give  him 
his  daughter  (the  "White  Rose")  for  a 
wife  and  that  he  should  so  remain  dur- 
ing the  old  man's  life  and  upon  his 
death  inherit  his  belongings.  The 
young  man  assented  and  thus  came 
about  the  marriage  of  Frances  Slocum 
t^  a  Miami  Indian.  This  being  her  sec- 
ond marriage,  the  first  one  being  an 
unfortunate  one.  The  Delaware  Indian 
had  proved  himself  an  unworthy,  so 
much  so  that  she  left  him.  The  young 
couple  remained  till  some  time  after 
the  death  of  the  father,  when  they  con- 
cluded to  return  to  the  hom^  of  his 
tribe  here  In  Indiana.  She  now  lies 
burled  about  five  miles  from  Peru  near 
a  little  town  called  Peora.  Her  In- 
dian name  was  "Ma-Con-a-Quah." 

The  granddaughter— Mr.  Godfroy's 
wife — was  the  favorite  grandchild  of 
Frances   and    consequently  received    a 
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number  of  personal  effects,  among 
which  are  the  following  articles  now 
In  his  possession:  Blanket  (black 
broadcloth)  with  silver  ornaments,  1 
silver  cross,  1  calico  waist  (blue  with 
white  dots)  and  silver  ornaments,  1 
pair  leggins  (red),  2  silk  shawls  with 
fringe,  both  black. 

These  relics  are  wanted  by  one  of  the 
Slocums  of  Detroit,  who  has  made 
them  an  offer  of  $300.  This  is  being 
considered,  the  wife  arguing  that  as 
«oon  as  they  are  dead  the  children  will 
not  appreciate  them  and  so  they  may 
^*s  well  realize  for  their  own  benefit 
whatever  they  may  be  able  to  get  for 
them.  They  would  be  a  very  nice  ad- 
dition to  the  collection  of  the  Wyoming 
Historical  Society.  If  it  were  not  for 
the  fact  that  the  sewing  on  some  of  the 
garments  was  done  over  one  hundred 
years  since,  it  would  be  hard  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  not  done  by  a  sewing 
machine,  for  its  fineness  and  regularity 
is  simply  wonderful.  Some  of  which, 
they  t^U  me,  was  done  by  BYances  her- 
self. Mrs.  Godfroy  tells  me  that  they 
unraveled  silk  ribbon  those  days  in 
order  to  get  fine  thread  and  chose  the 
very  finest  needle?  to  do  the  work,  and 
the  precision  of  the  stitching  would 
])e  a  fine  example  of  the  possibility  of 
patience  in  handwork.  I  told  the  old 
gentleman  that  I  would  let  the  people 
know  of  the  existence  of  the  pieces  90 
that  if  so  disposed  he  could  be  com- 
municated with.  Mr.  Godfrey  says 
that  Frances  was  a  powerful  woman, 
mentally  and  physically,  and  that  when 
a  young  man .  he  always  held  her  in 
awe.  The  Mr.  Slocum  mentioned  is 
now  traveling  in  Europe. 

W.  B.  DOW. 

Chief  Gabriel  Godfroy,  the  last  lin- 
eal descendant  chief  of  the  Miami  In- 
-dians,  will  pass  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  peace,  so  far  as  the  tax  as- 
^sesaor  is  concerned.  For  thirteen  years 
he  battled  in  the  courts  to  keep  from 
paying  taxes,  because  he  claimed  that 
Indian  lands  were  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion by  treaties  with  the  United  States 
government,  and  his  property  had 
dwindled  from  160,000  to  next  to  noth- 
ing. The  commissioners  of  Miami 
County  offered  a  compromise,  exempt- 
ing him  from  all  back  taxes,  and  OM 
long  as  he  lives  the  forty  acre  farm 
which  he  now  occupies  will  not  be  as- 
sessed. 

Frances  Slocum,  the  "White  Rose  of 
the  Miamis,"  was  stolen  from  her  home 
At  Wilkes-Barre 'in  1778. 
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DEATH  OF  JAMES  DEWITT. 

IDally  Record,  May  3,  1905.] 
James  DeWiti,  an  old  an  respected 
resident  of  Harvey's  Lake,  died  at  his 
home  yesterday  at  12:30,  after  an  Ill- 
ness of  about  four  months  of  a  gen- 
eral breaking  down  of  the  system.  He 
was  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  De- 
Wltt  and  was  born  in  Plains,  Novem- 
l)er  29,  1824,  and  his  parents  moved  to 
Kingston  when  he  was  about  10'  years 
old,  where  he  spent  nearly  all  his  life, 
removing  to  Harvey's  Lake  about 
three  years  ago.  In  1863  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Rhoda  Jones,  also  of 
Kingston,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  a  large  and  industrious 
family.  When  the  Rebellion  broke 
out  he  enlisted  In  the  158th  Regt.,  Pa. 
Vols.,  and  served  the  country  for  three 
years,  being  in  some  of  the  hottest 
and  fiercest  engagements  and  receiv- 
ing an  honorable  discharge.  He  was 
an  honored  member  of  Conyngham 
Post.  No.  97,  G.  A.  R..  of  this  city. 

Mr.  DeWitt  was  well  known  through- 
out the  county,  having  been  a  tipstaff 
at  the  Luzerne  County  court  house  for 
thirty-three  consecutive  years.  Ai  the 
time  of  the  general  change  of  tipstaves 
about  three  years  ago,  he  was  the  old- 
est In  point  of  service,  and  he  felt  the 
chagrin  very  deeply  upon  being  told 
that  his  services  were  no  longer  need- 
ed at  the  court  house. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  the 
following  children:  Mrs.  Charles  B. 
Strous,  Kingston:  John  R.,  Forty  Fort; 
Andrew  S.,  Kingston;  James  M.  and 
Mrs.  Hill,  living  at  home,  all  of  whom 
are  married.  He  is  also  survived  by 
two  brothers  and  two  sisters:  Mrs. 
Hulda  Jackson,  aged  86,  of  Forty  Fort; 
Mrs.  Mary  Bevan  of  Scranton.  Charles 
DeWitt  of  Carbondale  and  John  De- 
Witt  of  this  city. 


DEATH   OF   MRS.  8.  L.   BROWN. 

[Daily    Record,    May    4,    1905. 

After  an  illness  dating  back  two  or 
three  years,  Mrs.  S.  L.  Brown  sank 
peacefully  into  the  last  sleep  of  earth 
yesterday,  at  her  home,  72  West  North- 
ampton street.  For  some  time  she  had 
been  afflicted  with  an  obstructed  gall- 
duct,  but  owing  to  a  kidney  complica- 
tion the  surgeons  were  unwilling  to 
perform  an  operation.  However,  at  the 
last,  it  wep  determined  that  the  only 
hope  of  de.Vrrlng  a  fatal  ending  lay  In 
an  operation  and  the  same  was  per- 
formed.    As  far  as.  temporary   results 
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were  concerned  the  operation  was  a 
decided  success,  for  the  high  fever 
promptly  fell  and  the  condition  of  the 
heart  became  immediately  bettered. 
However,  this  happy  change  was  fol- 
lowed the  next  day  by  reaction  and 
coma,  death  ensuing  painlessly  at  8 
a.  m. 

Mrs.  Brown  was  a  devoted  wife,  a 
loving  and  indulgent  mother.  She  was 
actively  identified  with  St.  Stephen's 
Episcopal  Church  and  for  many  years 
she  was  one  of  the  lady  managers  of 
the  City  Hospital. 

Mrs.  Brown  was  a  daughter  of  James 
W.  Chapman,  a  former  surveyoi  and 
associate  judge  of  Susquehanna  Coun- 
ty, ^5Lhere  after  a  life  of  much  promi- 
nece  he  passed  away  at  the  advanced 
age  of  nearly  90  years.  He  was  an  ac- 
complished writer  and  for  many  years 
edited  a  paper  at  Montrose.  Mrs.  Chap- 
man is  still  living  in  Montrose. 

Mrs.  Brown,  whose  maiden  name  was 
fillen  May  Woodward  Chapman,  was 
born  in  Montrose  in  1849  and  was  mar- 
ried to  S.  L.  Brown  of  Wilkes-Barre  In 
1877  and  this  city  has  been  her  home 
tluring  all  these  twenty-eight  years. 
Besides  hc-r  hasSml  there  sufvlvo 
three  sons,  Carl  C.  of  Plalnfteld,  N.  J., 
Robert  C.  of  this  -ity  anc  Stanley  W., 
Who  attends  Lehigh  University. 


DEATH  OF  REV.  DR.  F.  B.  HODGE. 

[Daily  Record,  Mlay  15.  1906.1 
Just  before  noon  on  Saturday  oc- 
curred the  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Francis 
Blanchard  Hodge,  for  thirty-three 
years  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  this  city  and  since  1902  pas- 
tor emeritus  of  the  church.  He  was 
«,  man  whom  personal  characteristics 
have  endeared  to  thousands  of  resi- 
xlents  of  this  city,  and  in  fact,  all  who 
came  in  contact  with  him.  His  death 
had  not  been  unexpected  as  he  had 
been  ill  for  several  years  and  he  was 
compelled  to  resign  his  pastorate  in 
1902  because  of  ill  health.  For  two  or 
three  months,  however,  he  had  been 
confined  to  his  bed  and  on  Thursday  it 
was  seen  that  he  was  approaching  his 
'end.'  He  lapsed  into  a  condition  of 
semi-consciousness  and  peacefully 
passed  away.  During  his  long  illness 
his  exemplary  patience  and  fortitude, 
together     with     his  cheerfulness     and 
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sweetness  of  spirit,  served  to  show 
4>nly  more  stronglv  his  implicit  faith 
in  the  One  whom  he  had  preached  to 
others  for  so  long  a  time. 

Rey.  Dr.  Hodge,  who  was  born  in 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  on  Oct.  24,  1838,  came 
•of  a  family  of  eminent  theologians. 
For  half  a  century  the  Hodges  were 
Among  the  distinguished  divines  in 
this  country  and  were  ranked,  among 
Its  leading  theologians  aiui  scholars. 
Rev.  Dr.  Hodge  was  the  son  of  a 
gifted  father  and  was  reared  in  a 
jBpiritual  atmosphere,  the  Impraaiiant 
of  which  he  carried  with  him  ftn  his 
iong  and  fruitful  labors  in  the  Chris- 
tian ministry.  His  father.  Rev.  Dr. 
Charles  Hodge,  was  renowned  as  a 
teacher  and  writer  and  his  Intellectual 
ability  and  attainments  were  recog- 
nized by  the  most  learned  divines  of 
all  denominations.  A  ripe  scholar, 
4eep  thinker  and  thoroughly  grounded 
in  church  dogma,  his  writings  and  lec- 
tures were  always  given  marked  con- 
sideration. Rev.  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge,  a 
brother  of  the  deceased,  was  no  less 
eminent  than  his  distinguished  father. 
He,  too,  served  as  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city. 
He  was  later  called  to  a  professorship 
in  the  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary 
And  still  later  was  elected  associate 
professor  with  his  father  at  Princeton 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father  oc- 
cupied the  chair  of  systematic  theol- 
ogy. His  lectures  added  much  to  his 
fkme  as  a  theolo^rian  and  his  most 
noted  book,  ''Outlines  of  Theology," 
has  been  translated  in  many  lan- 
guages. Previous  to  his  death,  in  1888, 
lie  had  the  degrees  of  D.  D.  and  LL».  D. 
conferred  upon  him. 

Rev.  Dr.  F.  B.  Hodge  was  installed 
AS  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  this  city  in  1869  and  his  pas- 
torate has  been  the  longest  in  the 
history  of  the  church,  and  so  faithful 
were  his  ministrations  that  his  people 
regarded  him  with  the  greatest  rever- 
ence and  they  greatly  regretted  the 
necessity  a  few  years  ago  of  his  re- 
tirement from  active  work  owing  to 
physical  infirmities.  He  was  a  man  of 
marked  piety,  affable  and  ever  consid- 
erate of  the  feelings  of  others. 

The  son  of  such  a  distinguished  light 
of  the  church.  Rev.  Dr.  Hodge  could 
not  but  have  been  imbued  with  lofty 
desires  and  while  still  young  he  de- 
cided to  follow  the  footsteps  of  his 
father  and  enter  the  ministry.  He  en- 
tered Princeton  Seminary  early  in  life 
and  for  some  time  after  his  graduation 
lie   lingered     within   its     classic  walls 
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pursuing  his  studies.  So,  when  he  be- 
gan his  ministerial  career  he  bore  with 
him  all  the  sanction  of  the  Princeton 
institutions.  Leaving  Princeton  with 
a  thorough  theological  training  and  a 
ripe  classical  education,  he  was  abun- 
dantly equipped  for  the  successful  ca- 
reer his  has  been. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hodge  graduated  from 
Princeton  Seminary  in  1862  and  during 
his  post-graduate  course  he  received  a 
call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  at  Oxford,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  installed  as  pastor  in  1863.  Dur- 
ing the  thirty-nine  years  of  his  active 
ministry  that  followed  he  held  only 
one  other  pastorate,  that  in  this  city. 
He  resigned  his  charge  at  Oxford  in 
1869  and  on  Feb.  23  of  the  same  year 
he  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city.  In 
each  of  his  two  charges  he  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  brother— at  Oxford  by  Rev. 
Caspar  Wistar  Hodge,  D.  D..  after- 
ward a  professor  of  theology  at  Prince- 
ton, and  in  this  city  by  Rev.  Archibald 
Alexander  Hodge,  D.  D. 

Owing  to  111  health  Dr.  Hodge  resign- 
ed his  pastorale  on  Feb.  23,  1902,  and 
the  resignation  took  effect  on  July  1, 
1902.  Vvhen  he  began  his  pastorate  in 
this  city  the  church  had  a  membership 
of  352  and  when  he  resigned  it  had  a 
membership  of  700.  During  his  pas- 
torate the  church  raised  1813,093,  of 
which  1450,916  was  for  congregational 
expenses  and  $362,176  for  missions  and 
charities  When  he  was  installed  as 
pastor  the  congregation  was  worship- 
ing In.  the  old  brick  structure,  which 
is  now  the  Osterhout  Free  Library. 
The  congregation  was  then  small  and 
scattered  and  he  entered  heartily  Into 
the  work  of  building  up  a  flourishing 
church  and  much  of  his  energy  was 
also  given  toward  making  the  inlssions 
founded  by  his  predecessors  self-sup- 
portlrg.  His  efforts  were  fruitful  and 
within  a  few  years  after  his  coming  the 
old  church  was  not  only  Inadequate  for 
the  wants  of  the  congregation,  but  the 
missions  all  became  independent 
churches,  chief  among  them  being 
Memorial,  Westminster  and  Grant 
street  churches. 

In  1S86  the  work  of  building  the  pres- 
ent magnificent  edifice  was  commenced 
and  it  was  completed  In  1890.  Before 
it  was  dedicated  in  March,  1894,  the  last 
dollar  of  church  Indebtedness  was 
paid.  It  was  not  hard  to  make  such 
a  record  considering  the  hearty  co- 
operation and  kindly  feeling  that  al- 
ways existed  between  pastor  and  peo- 
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pie.  Rev.  Dr.  Hodge  came  to  the 
church  in  the  vigor  of  young  manhood, 
with  its  enthusiasm  and  ardor,  and 
gave  It  a  pastorate  that  has  seldom 
been  equalled  in  any  church  in  this 
part  of  the  State.  His  able  ministra- 
tion, sincere  eloquence  and  exemplary 
life  were  the  means  of  making  large 
additions  to  the  church  and  once  under 
his  spiritual  care  few  cared  to  leave. 
Although  he  was  several  times  ten- 
dered pastorates  that  would  perhaps 
have  brought  more  honor,  nothing 
could  tempt  him  to  leave  the  people 
he   so  much   loved. 

About  eight  years  ago  his  health  be- 
came so  much  impaired  that  it  was  a 
great  tax  on  his  strength  to  attend  to 
his  pastoral  duties,  but  he  refused  re- 
peated offers  to  have  his  burdens  light- 
ened until  a  few  years  later,  when  Rev. 
Victor  H.  Lukens,  who  came  direct 
from  Princeton  Theological  Seminary, 
was  appointed  as  an  assistant  to  Dr. 
Hodge.  Rev.  Mr.  Lukens  rendered  ef- 
ficient work  in  the  pulpit  and  parish 
until  his  acceptance  of  a  call  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.  During 
the  interim  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by 
various  pastors  until  an  arrangement 
with  Dr.  Sanford  C.  Cobb,  a  classmate 
and  warm  personal  friend  of  Dr. 
Hodge's  was  effected.  Dr.  Cobb's  en- 
gagement lasted  about  six  months  or 
until  the  beginning  of  the  present  pas- 
torate. 

While  pastor  of  the  church  at  Ox- 
ford, Pa.,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen 
Alexander,  Mr.  Alexander  being  a  pro- 
fessor of  astronomy  at  Princeton.  Mrs. 
Hodge  died  twenty-two  years  ago  while 
a  resident  of  this  city.  Dr.  Hodge  is 
survived  by  three  daughters  and  two 
sons,  as  follows:  Miss  Doulse  of  the 
Oflterhout  Library;  Sarah  Blanchard,  at 
home;  Helen,  one  of  the  co-principals 
of  the  Institute;  Charles,  with  the 
"Westlnghouse  concern  at  Pittsburg  and 
S.  Alexander,  of  this  city.  He  is  also 
survived  by  one  sister,  Mrs.  Stockton, 
of  Princeton,  N.  J. 

The  funeral  services  will  be  held  this 
afternoon  at  4:30  o'clock  at  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  and  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  pastor,  assisted  by  Rev. 
Drs.  H.  L.  Jones  and  Sanford  H.  Cobb 
and  several  other  of  the  local  clergy. 
On  Tuesday  the  body  will  be  taken  to 
the  old  home  at  Princeton  for  Inter- 
ment. Services  will  be  held  th^re  and 
will  be  in  charge  of  president  Francis 
I#.    Patton  of  Princeton   University. 
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How  many  a  heart  of  gold,  tried  and. 
tested  and  true,  has  been  taken  from 
the  temporal  associations  of  this  lovely 
city  of  WUkes-Barre  to  be  melted  into 
the  crucible  of  the  years.  Dr.  Hodge- 
came  from  a  distinruished  family  of 
theologians  and  was  equipped  with 
a  sound  academic  and  theological 
training.  This  training  he  made  vital 
by  a  continued  habit  of  study  and  a> 
fondness  for  the  best  books.  He  was 
well  rounded  in  the  characteristics 
that  make  a  pastor's  work  most  tell- 
ing—gifted in  preaching:  a  citisen  of 
high  ideals;  a  pastor  of  discernment 
and  sympathy;  a  man  of  heart— all 
these  was  he.  He  never  lacked  force, 
but  force  was  n<*^  *vith  him  another* 
name  for  obstinacy.  He  could  see 
what  was  good  in  other  people  and 
other  churches  and  other  institutions 
than  those  to  which  his  personal  fealty 
was  given.  More  than  that,  he  loved 
whatever  of '  good  there  was  in  the 
world,'  and  he  loved  those  who  loved 
th'  good.  Hence  his  broadness  of 
mind— his  liberality  of  Judgment;  his 
softened  and  mellowed  method  of  com- 
parison; his  tolerance.  Hence,  too,, 
came  the  affection  that  those  of  other 
conununions  bore  him.  His  friends- 
will  easily  recall  that  on  the  occasion 
of  certain  of  his  anniversary  recep- 
tions at  the  church  there  was  number- 
ed in  the  throng  of  his  well  wishers 
the  pastors  and  peoples  of  other 
churches,  both  Pro^'^stant  and  Roman. 
Such  things  ought  to  be  common— un- 
fortunately they  are  not.  and  that  they 
do  occur  sometimes  is  a  large  tribute 
to  the  personality  of  the  man  who  is 
the  guest  of  the  moment.  No  more 
enduring  monument  can  ever  be  erect- 
ed to  the  memory  of  Dr.  P.  B.  Hodge 
than  what  he  has  left  secure  in  the 
hearts  of  his  people  and  his  friends. 
Stone  and  bronze  will  crumble  in  the 
ages— the  winds  of  heaven  and  the 
lashings  of  the  storms  v\\\  beat  upon 
thenK  But  there  is  no  death  to  a  sum 
of  good  deeds  that  are  enrolled  In  the 
record  of  a  life  11'--*  this.  How  many 
people  have  been  saved  from  discour- 
agement and  despair;  from  failure 
which  is  worse  than  death— thjrough 
the  kindly  ministrations,  the  words 
spoken  at  the  right  time  by  a  trusted 
and  beloved  pastor  such  as  he— no  one 
can  ever  know.  But  we  do  know  that 
an  influence  like  his  is  bound  to  be 
perpetuated  in  certain  character  lines 
of  those  who  have  come  into  such  con- 
tact. Not  all  the  good  that  men  do  Is 
Interred  with  their  bones.  Vast  sums 
of  it— that  we  in  our  finite  sense  for- 
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get  and  fail  to  understand,  Is  gathered 
up  inio  tnat  lunnity  of  good,  and  som^ 
/aay  in  the  larger  dawning  it  will  be 
revealed.  'Why  should  not  the  law  of. 
the  conservation  of  energy  obtain  in 
spiritual  as  well  as  material  things? 
li  IS  no  argument  to  say  that  we  un- 
aerstand  tne  one  and  not  the  other. 
If  only  such  things  existed  in  fact  as 
are  really  understood  by  mortals  much, 
of  the  vastness  and  beauty  of  nature 
wiould  be  blotted  out  in  chaos.  Good 
deeas  are  storea  up.  Hearts  like  that 
which  has  so  recently  ceased  to  beat 
are  remembered.  They  have  given  the 
world  some  certain  store  of  good.  It 
is  so— it  is  a^ood  to  think  so. 

What  a  lifetime— nearly  forty  years 
in  the  Christian  ministry!  Most  ol 
those  years  in  the  service  of  the  church 
have  been  spent  right  here.  Dr.  Hodge 
at  hrst  won  the  respect  of  his  people 
from  the  associations  of  an  honored 
name  and  from  his  own  scholarly  at- 
tainments which  gave  his  pulpit  ut- 
terances vitality  and  which  were  col- 
ored with  the  light  of  sincerity.  Then, 
he  began  to  grow  into  the  hearts  of 
his  flock.  The  long  years  were  tolled 
off  one  after  one.  He  grew  into  their 
lives.  He  sat  at  meat  with  them;  he^ 
comforted  them  in  moments  of  de- 
spondency; he  blessed  the  marriage 
tie;  he  welcomed  their  children  Into 
the  world;  he  sat  in  the  lonely,  sad 
hours  when  early  comfort  failed — when 
a  loved  one  was  sinking  into  a  dream- 
less and  eternal  sleep.  In  such  asso- 
ciations relationships  are  established 
that  can  never  be  forgotten— never 
quite  adequately  expressed.  "My  love^ 
were  small  if  I  could  tell  how  much," 
said  a  well  known  character  of  Action.. 
The  bond  between  Dr.  Hodge  and  hi& 
people  were  a  weak  one  If  it  could  be 
fully  described  here. 

There  must  have  been  revealed  to 
the  lingering  backward  glance  of  Oliver 
Goldsmith  some  spiritual,  loving  en-< 
tity,  whose  shadow  moved  slowly 
among  his  people  in  the  old  home 
parish— perhaps  **in  the  loveliest  vil- 
lage of  the  plain."  Goldsmith  remem- 
bered him  in  after  years  when  the 
harsh  world  had  dulled  the  dulcet 
sounds  of  childhood,  and  wrote  of  him 
tenderly,  this  figure  of  speech: 

"Like  some  tall  cliff  that  lifts  its  awful 

form. 
Swells  from     the    vale    and     midway 

leaves  the  storm; 
Though  round  its    breast     the  rolling 

clouds  are  spread. 
Eternal  sunshine  settles  o'er  its  head." 
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Such  to  him  was  the  personality  of 
the  village  curate— whose  gown  the- 
people  pressed  to  touch.  There  are 
many  such  ministers  of  the  gospel  to- 
day. Dr.  Hodge  was  one  of  them.  The 
witnesses  of  Dr.  Hodge's  ministry  are 
easily  seen  in  Wilkes- Barre— that  is, 
the  proofs  that  appeal  to  the  ear  and 
the  eye.  Glance  at  the  record  of 
growth  of  his  own  parish;  note  its  in- 
fluence in  the  formation  of  other 
churches;  scan  the  vastly  grown  mem- 
bership list;  remember  the  modest 
building  where  he  first  preached  •  and 
compare  it  with  the  beautiful  church, 
in  which  the  congregation  worships 
to-day.  But  of  all  that  better  and 
higher  good— of  those  temples  which 
have  been  formed  and  builded  in  the- 
hearts  of  others— It  is  not  given  to  us 
to  Judge.  Through  all  his  long  pas- 
torate—while urging  the  loveliest 
church  home  and  the  most  beautiful 
accessories  to  worship  that  his  people 
could  afford,  still  his  people  were  al- 
ways impressed  with  the  silent  admo- 
nition that  emanated  from  him: 

"Built  thee  more  stately  mansions 

Oh,  my  soul!" 

We  may  not  perhaps  speak,  except 
incidentally,  of  one  characteristic  of 
the  departed  pastor  and  friend — and 
yet  it  were  incompleteness  itself  to 
omit  It.  Those  who  have  come  under 
his  ministration  in  times  of  sorrow  re- 
member well— Indeed  they  can  never 
forget,  how  near  he  seemed  to  bring 
the  legions  of  comforters  out  of  the  in- 
finite when  he  prayed.  His  prayers 
were  used  to  fall  like  balm  on  the  hurt 
and  troubled  soul.  Not  in  the  least 
minimizing  his  general  characteristics 
as  a  pastor  and  as  a  man.  yet  still 
there  are  those  who  will  remember  Dr. 
Hodge's  prayer*  in  affection  and  In 
gratitude  as  long  as  It  is  given  to  them 
to  remember  anything  earthly.  Pa- 
tient and  cheerful  In  all  his  long  and 
trying  Illness  and  helplessness,  he  look- 
ed for  the  final  deliverance  in  hope  and 
content— with  the  faith  of  a  little 
child.  Loyal,  upright,  courageous  as 
a  citizen;  tender  and  solicitous  In  the 
family  ties;  a  devoted,  splritufid,  sym- 
pathizing pastor  of  large  heartedness, 
of  broad  charities  wide  horizon  of 
view;  a  preacher  of  acknowledged  abil- 
ity—these were  some  of  his  traits.  Hl» 
Influence  for  good  in  this  community 
cannot  be  computed.  His  memory  will 
attain  into  the  far-reaching  future 
years,  to  hallow  the  associations  of 
his  citizenship  and  his  gospel  minis- 
try. 
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WILL  DRAWN    IN   SLAVERY  DAYS.. 

[Daily  Record,  May  20,  190B. 

A  copy  of  a  will  that  recalla  the  days 
of  slavery  in  the  South  was  filed  In  the 
office  of  Register  Mainwaring  yester- 
day afternoon.  The  testator,  Henry  S. 
Coxe,  was  a  resident  of  St.  Loula  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1850,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Luzerne  County 
family  of  Coxes.  Copies  of  the  wills 
of  all  the  members  of  this  family  who 
have  died  within  the  past  one  hundred 
years  have  been  filed  In  the  register's 
office  in  this  county  during  the  past 
year,  the  principal  Interests  of  the 
family  being  located  here.  So  far  as 
is  known,  the  will  filed  yesterday  is 
the  only  one  that  disposes  of  slaves. 
In  his  will  the  deceased  directed  that 
all  his  slaves  be  liberated,  but  in  a 
codicil  added  to  the  will  some  time 
later  he  revokes  so  much  of  the  will 
as  emancipates  one  slave  and  her 
descendants.  The  main  provisions  of 
the  will  are  as  follows: 

"I  give  and  bequeath  all  my  estat€., 
excepting  my  slaves,  to  my  brothers 
and  sifters  after  my  just  debts  are 
paid. 

"I  hereby  liberate  and  emancipate 
my  slaves.  Russell,  Judy,  Lucy  Ann. 
Nancy  and  Martha  and  their  child- 
ren. 

"As  I  derived  all  the  foregoing 
slaves,  with  the  exception  of  Russell, 
from  my  deceased  wife,  which  I  here- 
by set  free  and  emancipate  at  my 
death.  I  desire  that  those  that  came 
from  my  deceased  wife  be  valued  and 
the  amount  thereof  be  paid  from  my 
estate  to  Mrs.  Ann  C.  Parrar,  widow 
of  the  late  Dr.  B.  G.  Farrar. 

•1  appoint  John  O'Fallon  sole  execu- 
tor of  this,  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment." 

There    are    several    codicils    to     the 
will.     In    one    of    them    the    deceased' 
adds: 

*T  give  to  my  friend  and  relation, 
Dr.  John  O'Fallon  Farrar,  my  library 
and  gold  watch. 

"I  give  to  my  faithful  servant,  Rus- 
sell, in  addition  to  his  freedom,  my 
whole  wardrobe  and  the  sum  of  1500. 

"To  my  friend,  James  Sweringer,  as 
trustee  for  my  other  liberated  slaves, 
the  following  sums,  to  be  paid  to  each 
of  them  in  such  sums  as  he  may  deem 
advisable;  to  Judy  and  her  daughter 
Lucy,  1150  each;  to  Martha,  |100,  and 
to  the  children  of  Lucy,  Nancv  and' 
Martha  (also  libeated)  $50  each  in. 
like  manner." 
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The  above  ccxf.cil  Is  followed  by  a 
codicil  In  which  Mr.  Coxe  directs  that 
some  of  the  slaves  liberated  In  his 
will  be  kept  in  bondage.  The  codicil 
Is  as  follows: 

"After  mature  reflection  I  have  come- 
to  the  determination  of  revoking  so 
much  of  said  will  as  emancipates  Judy, 
her  children  and  flrrandchildren,  slaves 
that  came  to  me  by  my  flrst  wife,  and 
also  so  much  of  my  flrst  codicil  of 
same  date  as  ^ves  to  each  of  them 
legacies.  Instead  of  the  provisions  in 
my  will  in  relation  to  Mrs.  Ann  C. 
Farrar,  I  «lve  her  one -half  of  the^ 
family  of  ne^oes  that  came  to  me- 
by  my  said  deceased  wife,  requesting 
the  emancipation  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
flve  of  all  the  grandchildren  of  said 
Judy  now  in  existence  or  that  may 
hereafter  be  bom,  and  $200  to  each  of 
said  grandchildren  that  may  fall  ta 
the  share  of  Mrs.  Ann  C.  Farrar,  and 
recommend  the  said  residue  of  said 
family  of  negroes  to  the  guardian  and 
charitable  care  of  her  and  the  other 
members  of  the  family  of  my  deceased 
wife,  with  the  request  that  they  shall 
effect  the  emancipation  at  the  age  of 
26  years  with  like  provisions  of  the 
said  Judy's  grandchildren  as  may  not 
fall   to   Mrs.   Farrar." 


DEATH   OF   MRS.  J.  O.   LACIAR. 

[Daily  Record,  June  5,   1906^] 

On  Saturday  morning  at  4  o'clock 
occurred  the  death  of  Sarah  Cordelia 
Line  Laciar,  wife  of  Postmaster  J.  D. 
Laciar,  and  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  women  of  the  city.  Mrs. 
Laciar's  death  occurred  after  an  ill- 
ness of  but  two  days,  of  an  affection 
of  the  heart,  during  which  time  she 
was  entirely  unconscious.  She  passed 
away  peacefully,  as  in  a  deep  sleep, 
with  the  members  of  her  family  by  her 
bedside,  although  unrecognized  by  her. 

Mrs.  Laciar  was  prominent  in  church 
and  charitable  projects.  For  manr 
years  she  was  teacher  in  the  First 
Methodist  Sunday  school  of  this  city 
and  the  influence  of  her  strong  Chris- 
tian personality  is  still  felt  by  those 
who  came  under  her  teaching  years 
ago.  She  was  also  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Old  Ladies*  Home  and 
had  always  taken  a  deep  Interest  in  its 
success,  being  the  secretary  of  Its 
board  of  managers  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  She  was  also  a  vice  president 
of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  and  a  member  ot 
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the    board    of   lady    managers    of    the- 
Clty  Hospital. 

A  few  years  ago  her  health  became 
much  impaired  and  as  a  result  of  this 
she  was  compelled  to  give  up  all  her- 
religious  and  charitable  enterprises 
with  the  exception  of  her  interest  In 
the  Old  Ladies'  Home  and  the  City 
Hospital.  She  was  desirous  of  sever- 
ing her  connection  with  these  mstitu- 
tions  also,  but  the  rest  of  the  members 
of  the  board  of  managers  would  not 
hear  to  it  and  she  retained  an  interest 
in  these  Institutions  and  was  as  acthre 
as  the  state  of  her  health  would  per- 
mit her  to  be  in  prosecuting  their 
work.  She  had  been  a  sufferer  from 
a  form  of  asthmatic  disease  for  sev- 
eral years  and  latterly  it  was  recog- 
nized by  the  members  of  her  family 
that  she  could  never  fully  recover.  POr 
a  few  weeks  it  had  been  noticed  that 
she  was  troubled  with  some  affection 
of  the  heart,  but  her  condition  was  not 
considered  serious.  She  retired  on^ 
Wednesday  night  as  usual,  but  when 
it  came  time  to  waken  her  in  the 
morning  she  could  not  be  wakened, 
having  passed  into  a  comatose  condi- 
tion from  which  it  was  realized  that 
she  could  i^ot  rally,  and  she  continued 
In  this  condition  until  death  occurred. 

Mrs.  Laciar  was  a  woman  of  re- 
markable Christian  character.  She- 
was  one  of  those  from  whose  lips  were 
never  heard  a  word  of  harsh  criticism 
of  the  actions  of  anyone.  She  was 
prone  to  condone  the  faults  of  others 
and  yet  stood  out  strongly  for  the  right 
kind  of  Christian  living.  She  has  left 
her  imprint  for  good  upon  the  lives  of 
many. 

At  yesterday  morning's  service  at^ 
the  First  Methodist  Church  Rev.  Dr. 
Piper  paid  an  eloquent  and  touching 
tribute  to  her  character,  saying  that 
although  he  had  not  known  her  well 
because  of  his  short  residence  in  this 
city,  yet  he  had  heard  enough  from 
her  co-workers  and  from  his  brief 
acquaintance  with  her  to  form  an  es- 
timate as  to  her  true  worth.  At  the 
Sunday  school  session  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Laciar  was  also  feelingly  alluded 
to  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  resolutions  of  condolence - 
with  the  bereaved  family. 

Mrs.  Laciar  was  born  m  Huntington, 
Luzerne  County,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  9amuel  Line,  who, 
shortly  after  her  birth,  moved  to 
Mauch  Chunk.  She  was  educated  at 
Wyoming  Seminary  and  was  married 
to   Mr.   Laciar  in   1863.       In   1873   Mr.^ 
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and  Mrs.  Laciar  moved  to  Luzerne 
County  and  they  had  been  residents  of 
this  city  for  nearly  twenty-nine  years^ 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and 
three  children:  Samuel  L.,  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  Ladles'  Home  Journal  of 
Philadelphia;  William  H.,  of  the  Fourth 
Street  National  Bank  of  that  city,  and 
Harriet  B.,  at  home. 


DEATH  OF  DANIEL  D.  BRODHEAD. 

[Daily   Record,   June  5,   1906.] 

Daniel  D.  Brodhead,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  respected  residentfi  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  died  at  the  home  of  his 
©on,  H.  C.  Brodhead,  of  132  Park  ave- 
nue, on  Saturday,  at  the  age  of  nearly 
87  years.  The  cause  of  death  was 
heart  trouble. 

Daniel  Dingman  Brodhead  was  bom 
Sept.  6,  1818,  at  the  family  residence  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Delaware  River, 
south  of  Milford,  Pa.,  in  what  was  then 
Northampton  County.  The  old  home- 
stead is  still  in  perfect  preservation  and 
is  the  summer  home  of  R.  P.  Brodhead 
of  Kingston.  Mr.  Biodhead  was  a  lin- 
eal descendant  of  Capt.  Daniel  Brod- 
head of  the  English  Army,  sent  out  in 
1664  to  assist  Grovernor  Nlcholls  in  the 
administration  of  the  province  of  New 
Netherlands.  In  1665  this  officer  wa« 
appointed  to  command  the  English 
post  at  Esopua,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  Of  his  three 
sons,  Richard  emigrated  to  Pennsylva- 
nia and  founded  the  town  of  Dansbury, 
near  what  is  now  known  as  Strouds- 
burg.  The  beautiful  stream  of  water 
flowing  through  his  domain  was  known 
in  the  Indian  language  as  the  Ana- 
lomink,  but  the  settlers  who  came 
after  the  pioneer  insisted  that  it  be 
called  Brodhead's  Creek,  by  which 
name  is  has  been  known  for  nearly 
two  centuries. 

Block  houses  were  constructed  and  In 
the  Indian  troubles  of  Colonial  day* 
this  settlement  bore  its  full  share,  aa 
history  attests.  The  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution followed,  and  of  the  four  sons 
who  were  all  officers  In  the  Pennsylva- 
nia division,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  descended  from  Garet,  the  younger 
brother;  while  the  oldest  brother,  Dan- 
iel, was  colonel  of  the  First  Pennsylva- 
nia of  the  line,  and  his  signature  will 
be  remembered  by  those  familiar  with 
the  foundation  of  the  Order  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Richard  Brodhead.  United  States- 
senator   from   Pennsylvania   immediate 
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ely  preceding  the  Civil  War,  waa  an 
uncle  of  the  deceased,  while  the  late 
Albert  Gallatin  Brodhead  of  Mauch 
Chunk  was  his  brother. 

The  activities  aroused  by  the  de- 
velopment of  the  coal  fields  attracted 
the  young  men  from  the  contiguous 
valleys,  and. Mr.  Brodhead  visited  his 
relatives  several  times  before  finally 
bidding  adieu  to  the  old  home  and  set- 
tling in  Carbon  County  In  1841.  Some 
years  later  he  married  Miss  MaryBrod- 
rick.  a  sister  of  the  late  Thomas  Brod- 
rlck  of  this  city. 

In  1853  he  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  founded  several  commercial 
houses  on  Third  street,  and  for  twenty- 
five  years  pursued  the  mercantile 
activities  incident  to  such  environ- 
ment. Later  he  returned  to  Wyoming 
Valley,  where  his  sons  were  identified 
with  mining  enterprises,  and  since  189© 
has   been   a   resident   of  this   city. 

Mr.  Brodhead  leaves  to  mourn  his 
loss  his  wife  and  the  following  child- 
ren: Henry  C.  Brodhead.  of  this  city; 
Daniel  D.  Brodhead,  of  New  York; 
Robert  S.  Brodhead.  of  Philadelphia; 
Albert  G.  Brodhead,  of  Denver;  Mrs. 
Emily  Brodhead  Honeyman,  of  Brook- 
lyn. His  brother.  Andrew  J.  Brod- 
head, of  Flemington,  N.  J.,  also  sur- 
vives him. 

Mr.  Brodhead  was  a  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city. 
He  was  of  a  singrularly  sweet  and  re- 
tiring disposition.  He  had  outlived  al- 
most all  of  his  friends  who  were  con- 
temporaneous with  him,  but  in  his 
later  years  his  gentle  suavity  and 
probity  of  character  secured  for  him 
quite  as  many  friends  as  they  did  a 
generation  since.  His  faculties  In  full 
vigor  were  spared  him  to  the  last,  so 
"that  he  was  able  to  keep  In  close  touch 
with  all  the  Interests  of  modem  life, 
although  representing  the  past  and 
typifying  a  form  of  character  of  which 
few  examples  remain. 

Mr.  Brodhead  was  one  of  the  oldest 
subscribers  of  the  Record. 


DEATH  OF  8.  B.  VAUGHN. 

[Dally  Record,  June  27,  1905.] 
At  7:15  o'clock  yesterday  morning  oc- 
curred the  death  of  Stephen  Bucking- 
ham Vaughn,  an  old  resident  of  Dor- 
ranceton.  and  well  known  throughout 
the  entire  valley.  Mr.  Vaughn's  death 
was  due  to  a  stroke  of  paralysis  which 
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Jie  sustained  on  April  18.  He  never  re- 
covered irom  the  attack. 

Mr.  Vuugnn  was  a  nian  of  a  quiet 
and  home  lOvlng  nature  and  was  al30 
a  man  of  wide  charitlec.  A  great  deal 
of  his  life  was  devoted  to  the  relief  of 
the  poor  and  needy,  and  nc  friend  ever 
applied  to  him  m  vain  for  aid.  He  waa 
.a  man  oi  extreme  kindhetirteaness  and 
great  courtesy,  and  was  well  liked  by 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He 
was  a  great  lover  of  outdoor  sports  and 
wa«  a  devotee  of  the  wheel,  riding  one 
until  a  <»hort  time  before  his  last  ill- 
ness. 

Stephen  Buckingham  Vaughn  was 
born  in  Kingston  Sept.  15.  1833,  a  son  of 
Stephen  Vaughn  and  Fanny  Bucking- 
ham. He  was  descended  from  New 
i^ngland  anceiitry  on  both  sidee  of  his 
family.  He  was  educated  in  the  oid 
Presbyterian  Institute  at  Wyoming  and 
was  married  to  Marion  Wallace  Pres- 
ton, daughter  of  Joseph  Preston  of 
Kingston,  on  Dec.  12,  1S66. 

Since  that  time  he  had  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Dorranceton,  where  he  had  a 
beautiful  home  at  the  corner  of  Wyom- 
ing avenue  and  Bennet  streets,  one  oi 
the  prettiest  places  on  the  avenue. 

He  Is  survived  by  his  wife  and  the 
following  children:  John  B.,  the  weil 
known  broker,  of  this  city;  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick H.  PajTie,  of  WilUamsport,  and 
-^Gertrude  Turner,  at  home. 

Mr.  Vaughn  was  a  man  of  large  prop^ 
erty  interests  and  took  quite  an  active 
interest  in  business  pursuits.  For  more 
than  thirty  years  he  was  a  director  of 
the  Contral  poor  district,  serving  at  a 
time  when  there  was  no  remuneration 
to  the  ofRce.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  he  was  a  director  of  the  Forcy 
Fort  Cemetery  Association. 

He  has  been  a  councilman  of  the 
borough  of  Dorranceton  and  active  in 
borough  affairs  ever  since  the  borough 
was  incorporated,  and  was  re-elected 
last  spring  for  another  term  of  three 
years.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Wilkes- 
Barro  and  Kingston  Bridge  Co.  (North 
street  bridge)  and  was  a  director  and 
vice  president  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  & 
West  Side  Railway  Co.  until  It  was 
merged   into   the   traction  company. 

He  was  also  at  one  tln\e  the  eminent 
commander  of  Dieu  le  Vcut  Command- 
ery,  Knights  Templar,  ol  this  city  and 
was  a  thirty-second  'legree  Mason.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Malt  and  West- 
moreland  clubs. 

About  eight  years  ago  he  quit  active 
business  pursuits  and  has  been  living  a 
retired  life  since  that  time. 
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PICNIC    AT     HARVEY'S     LAKE     IN 
OCTOBER,  1852. 

[Dally  Record,  June  19,  1906]  . 

(Note— We  copy  the  following  de- 
^  scription  of  a  jolly  picnic  that  was 
held  at  Harvey's  Lake  fifty-three  years 
■rago,  from  a  copy  of  the  New  York 
Spirit  of  the  Times  of  October,  1852. 
At  that  time  the  Spirit  of  the  Times 
was  the  leading  journal  of  the  day  de- 
voted to  the  forest  and  stream,  out- 
door life  and  rural  affairs  in  general. 
A  mere  handful  of  the  party  who  com- 
posed the  picnic  now  remain.  The 
great  majority  have  passed  "over  the 
river."  but  the  few  remaining  ones  will 
probably  read  the  article  with  a  good 
deal  of  Interest,  and  for  them,  and  as 
a  reminder  of  the  old  days  that  are 
gone  never  to  return,  we  republish  it. 
"Many  the  changes  tince  then  we  met, 
Blushes  have  brightened  and  tears  have 

been  wept. 
Friends  have  been  scattered  like,  roses  In 
bloom, 
.  Some    at    the    bridal    and    some    at    the 
tomb."  — EMitcr. 


"Adieu  the  city's  ceaseless  hum. 
The  haunts  of  sensual  life,  adieu! 
Glassy  lake  and  silent  deer  we  come 
To  spend  a  summer  day  with  you." 

A  good  old  fashioned  sleigh  ride  in 
winter  and  a  rustic  picnic  In  summer 
are  among  the  pleasures  that  serve  in 
a  great  degree  to  alloy  the  pains  and 
troubles  incident  to  our  sublunary  ex- 
istence. Of  the  former  we  shared  large- 
ly during  the  past  cold  but  festive 
winter,  and  of  the  latter  we  would  nar- 
rate a  few  of  the  Incidents  connected 
with  the  last  one  of  the  season. 

We  cannot.  In  the  time-worn  style, 
say  that  the  day  "was  cloudless."  This 
might  sadly  imi>eril  our  character  for 
veracity,  yet  notwithstanding  the  for- 
bidding aspect  of  the  heavens,  the  gay 
and  buoyant  spirits  that  were  gather- 
ed together  for  a  picnic  were  not  to  be 
chilled  by  the  few  clouds  that  inter- 
vened between  them  and  a  summer 
sun.  Our  destination  was  a  great  and 
romantic  lake,  about  ten  miles  distant, 
the  road  to  which  lay  through  a  beau- 
tifully diversified  country— at  times 
along  the  banks  of  a  tortuous  river, 
then  through  rocky  mountain  gorges, 
and  now  finely  cultivated  fields,  with 
here  and  there  a  neat  farm  house  to 
relieve  the  eye. 

Our  party  was  composed  principally 
•  of  native  varieties,  with  here  and  there 
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an  exotic  from  some  neighboring  city. 

•We     had  the     stately     and     dignified 

M C ,  who  moved  about  witb 

the  grace  of  an  Eastern  queen;  M 

A B ; 

"With  form  so  far  that  like  the  air 
'Twas  less  of  earth  than  heaven;" 

S B ,   whose  guileless  smile 

and  Joyous  laugh  indicate  a  heart  not 
yet  seared  by  the  hot  siroccos  of  a  sel- 
fish world;  the  amiable  and  graceful 
M B ;  the  modest  and  un- 
assuming A C ,  Just  bud- 
din*'  into  womanhood— but  to  enunaer- 
ate  all  would  occupy  more  space  than; 
we  have  alloted  to  this  epistl«. 

Upon  coming  to  our  place  of  destina- 
tion and  procuring  a  tea  kettle,  coffee 
pot  and  sundry  other  article  of  the 
cuisine  from  a  faj-m  house  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake,  we  embarked  In  a 
couple  of  batteaux  and  after  a  pleas- 
ant row  across  the  lake  we  landed  at 
a  place  called  "Maiden's  Rock;" 
"It  was  a  wild  and  strange  retreat 
As  e'er  was  trod  by  iairy  feet," 
when  a  large  rock,  covered  by  moss 
and  shaded  by  primeval  hemlocks  af- 
forded an  excellent  table  for  the  recep- 
tion of  our  refreshments.  Adjacent  to 
and  near  the  waters  of  the  lake  a  fire 
was  kindled,  and  in  a  few  moments 
might  be  heard  the  singing  of  the  ket- 
tle as  the  steam  piped  from  Its  iron 
nose.  Soon  the  fumes  of  delicious  Java 
was  filling  the  air,  while  fairy  forms 
were  flitting  through  the  smoke  busily 
engaged  in  its  preparation.  A  cloth  be- 
ing spread  upon  the  rock  was  very 
soon   covered   with   a   most     tempting 

•display  of  good  things.  Our  ride  and 
the  mountain  aid  together  had  combin- 
ed to  render  our  appetites  such  as  that 
it  would  seem  as  though 
"Happiness  for  man— the  hungry  sinner, 
Since  Eve  ate  apples,  must  depend  on 
dinner." 

Oh,  dear  "Spirit,"  could  you  have 
seen  those  graceful  forms  and  delicate 
hands  offering  us  the  different  delica- 
cies, you  would  cease  to  wonder  at  the 
indiscretion  of  our  common  parent  of 
Eden  memory,  in  yielding  to  the  soft 
persuasions  of  beauty  and  tasting  the 
foribdden   fruit. 

An  hour  was  then  agreeably  spent, 
when  the  cloth  being  removed,  lemon- 
ade bumpers  (with  a  fly  in  It)  were 
-drank  to  the  absent,  after  which  a  cor- 
poral's guard  of  ladies  were  detailed 
to  wash  dishes,  pack  up,  etc.,  while 
various  couples  might  be  seen  sitting 
at  the  root  of  some  old  patriarch  tree, 
enjoying  a  private  tete-a-tete,  or  wan- 
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derlng   by   the   shores   of   the   lake   to- 
wards Lovers*   Rock. 

How  many  conquests  were  made,  we 
are  unable  to  say.  We  remember  one 
pair  of  black  eyes,  shaded  by  the  most 
beautiful  silk  lashes,  which  were  look- 
ing very  tenderly  upon  one  of  the  lords 
of  creation,  as  he  sat  upon  a  fallen  oak 
and  we  thought  as  we  gazed  at  them, 
where  will  that  happy  pair  be  ere  an- 
other summer  sun  shall  shed  Its  beams 
o'er  this  romantic  spot!  Perhaps  the 
venomous  breath  of  calumny  may 
poison  the  heart  of  one  of  you,  and  the 
friendship  now  apparently  so  firm  give 
place  to  hate.  Perhaps  In  the  disposi- 
tion of  earthly  affairs  seas  may  roll 
between  them;  perhaps  the  cold  clods 
of  the  valley  may  cover  them.  It  made 
us  sad  for  the  moment  to  think  of  It, 
and  turning  away  our  ear  caught  the 
strains  of   the  old  familiar  song, 

"Joys   that   we've   tasted   may   sometime 
return.*' 

as  If  It  issued  from  a  leafy  covert  near- 
by. Sincerely  did  we  respond,  "amen," 
to  that;  gladly  would  we  taste  them 
again  should  we  meet  again  on  the 
banks  of  this  beautiful  lake.  While 
wondering  in  this  strain,  we  observed 
that  preparations  were  being  made 
for  departure,  as  the  sun  was  fast 
sinking  behind  the  western  mountains, 
and  we  hastened  to  join  the  party  in 
the  first  boat,  as  It  seemed  to  have  an 
unusual  share  of  the  beauty  appor- 
tioned to  It.  We  were  soon  afloat,  and 
as  we  gilded  over  the  glassy  waters 
of  the  lake  our  merry  hearts,  to  the 
*'DIp  of  our  oar  and  the  chime  of  our 

song," 
we  cast  many  a  longing,  lingering  look 
at   the   place   which   we  had   just   left, 
praying    that    we   might     meet     there 
again. 

A  half  hour's  row  carried  us  over, 
when  after  saying  "good-by"  In  full 
chorus,  we  got  Into  our  carriages  and 
drove  home  by  moonlight,  which  add- 
ed an  additional  charm  to  our  ride,  and 
everyone  seemed  to  be  in  raptures  with 
the  beauties  of  the  scene  as  we  wound 
through  the  mountain  gorge  with  Its 
frowning  precipice  covered  with  thick 
evergreens  through  which  the  strug- 
gling moonbeams  were  playfully  gleam- 
ing. Never  did  the  miles  seem  so 
short.  We  were  at  our  journey's  end 
much  too  soon.  The  busy  town  ap- 
peared Insipid  after  leaving  our  roman- 
tic and  shady  retreat.  The  sad  reality 
forced  itself  upon  us  that  our  day's 
recreation  was  at  an  end,  and  after  de- 
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positing  our  load  at  their  respective 
homes,  and  saying,  "good  night,"  we 
dispersed  well  pleased  with  our  picnic. 

Izaak. 


DEATH  OF  LIDDON  FLICK. 

[Daily  Record,  July  3,  19a5.] 

Yesterday  morning  at  8  o'clock  oc- 
curred the  death  of  L»iddon  Flick,  pres- 
ident and  editor  of  the  W^ilkes-Barre 
Times  and  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  the  city.  His  death  was  a 
great  shock  to  the  community.  Few 
persons  knew  that  he  had  been  ill  and 
those  who  did  were  confident  of  a 
speedy  recovery.  Death  was  due  to  a 
hemorrhage  of  the  brain,  with  which 
he  was  stricken  shortly  after  midnight. 

Mr.  Flick  had  been  ill  for  about  two 
weeks  with  a  kind  of  general  breaking 
down  of  his  nervous  system,  but  was 
recovering  nicely  and  on  Saturday  sat 
up  for  a  short  time.  His  family  and 
friends  were  much  encouraged  by.  his 

grogress  and  expected  to  see  him  at 
is  wonted  tasks  In  a  short  time.  On 
Saturday  night  he  retired  in  an  appar- 
ently Improved  condition  but  about 
midnight  suffered  a  hemorrhage  of  the 
brain  and  passed  peacefully  away  sev- 
eral hours  later. 

Llddon  Flick  was  born  at  Wilkes- 
Barre  on  Oct.  29,  1858,  and  was,  there- 
fore, 46  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  son  of  Reuben  Jay 
and  Margaret  Jane  (Arnold)  Flick.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Northampton  County,  Ger- 
lach  Paul  Flick,  who  settled  there  in 
1751.  From  his  youngest  son,  Casper, 
who  served  In  the  Revolution,  Ldddon 
Flick  was  descended.  Mr.  Flick's  fath- 
er, Reuben  Jay  Flick,  was  a  son  of 
John  Flick,  after  whom  the  town  of 
FllcksvUle,  Northampton  County,  was 
named. 

Reuben  Jay  Flick  settled  In  Wllkes- 
Barre  and  was  closely  identified  with 
the  growth  of  the  city.  He  was  for 
twelve  years  the  president  of  the  Peo- 
ples Bank,  which  he  organized  and 
which  is  one  of  the  strongest  financial 
institutions  to-day.  and  was  a  director 
in  many  Industrial,  charitable  and 
financial  institutions. 

Uddoti  Flick  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Wllkes-Barre  and  was 
gracJuated  from  Princeton  University 
in  1882.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law 
and  entered  Columbia  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1884  with  a 
degree  of  L»l.  B.  cum  laude. 
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He  spent  an  additional  year  in  the 

•  office  of  ex- Judge  Lucien  Birdseye  of 
New  York  and  was  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  law  In  1885.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  Wilkes- Barre  and,  after 
spending  six  months  in  the  office  of 
Alexander  Parnham,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Luzerne  County.  His  finan- 
cial and  other  business  interests  grew 
to  such  proportions  as   to   finally  re- 

Hiuire  all  of  his  attention  and  the  prac- 
tice of  law  was  gradually  abandoned. 

He  became  quite  active  in  the  indus- 
trial and  financial  life  of  the  city  and 
organized  a  number  of  corporations. 
Among  these  were  the  Wyoming  Valley 
Trust  Co.,  of  which  he  became  vice 
.presi()ent,  and  the  Wilkes-Barre  Times 
Co.,  which  he  organized  in  1894.  He  re- 
-mained  president  and  editor  of  the  pa- 
per until  his  death. 

He  was  also  interested  in  a  number 

•  of  other  enterprises,  among  which  were 
the  consolidation  of  a  nunvber  of  gas 
and  electric  light  companies  in  Penn- 
sylvania, New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
and  was  connected  with  a  number  of 
local  industrial  concerns.  He  was  vice 
president  of  the  Muskegon  Traction  & 
electric  Light  Co.  of  Muskegon,  Mich.; 
president  of  the  Pittston  Oas  &  Elec- 
tric Light  Co.,  president  of  the  Wyan- 

'dotte  Gas  Co.  of  Bethlehem,  director 
in  the  Wilkes-Barre  Lace  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  and  a  director  in  the  national 
banks  at  Weatherly  and  Benton,  Pa.; 
president  of  the  Vineland  Light  Co., 
Vineland,  N.  J.  He  organized  the  Con- 
sumers' Gas  Co.,  which  subsequently 
consolidated  with  the  old  Wilkes-Barre 
Co.  and  made  the  Wilkes-Barre  Gas 
Co.,  and  organized  the  Grand  Opera 
House.  He  was  a  member  ot  the  West- 
moreland and  Commercial  clubs  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  of  the  Wyoming  Valley 
-Country  Club  and  of  the  University 
'Club  of  New  York  City.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  St.  Stephen's  Episcopal 
Church. 

As  a  man  Mr.  Flick  was  highly  re- 
spected. He  was  eminently  honorable 
in  all  of  his  business  dealings  and  by 
intense  and  intelligent  application  to 
business  he  -had  amassed  a  consider- 
able fortune. 

Mr.  Flick  was  married  on  June  2, 
^903,  to  Miss  Henrietta  M.  Ridgely  of 
Woodside.  Benson,  Md.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Nicholas  G.  Ridgely, 
*son  of  Commander  Daniel  Bowley 
Ridgely.  The  wedding  took  place  in 
New  York  City  at  the  home  of  a  sister 
-of  the  bride,  after  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Flick  took  an  extended  wedding  tour 
throughout  England  and  fYance. 

Mr.  Plick  Is  survived  by  his  widow 
and  one  daughter,  Margaret,  bom  on 
May  31  of  this  year,  and  by  three 
brothers— Harry  and  R.  J.  Flick  of 
this  city  and  Warren  of  Bethlehem. 
He  is  also  survived  by  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Charles  Perkins  of  Glen  Summit 


EARLY   CHURCH    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

When  we  consider  the  largs  sums 
that  are  paid  aut  for  religion  in  these 
days,  the  modest  efforts  of  a  century 
ago  seem  small  indeed.  Rev  .  Ard 
Hoyt  came  to  Wilkes-Barre  in  1806 
from  Danbury,  Conn,,  as  pastor  of 
what  is  now  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  A  few  years  later  his  ser- 
vices were  desired  In  Kingston  and 
there  was  raised  the  sum  of  $125,  he 
**to  preach  the  gospel  one-half  of  the 
Sabbaths"  for  the  year  ensuing.  Fol- 
lowing is  the  paper,  the  original  of 
which  has  been  handed  to  the  Record: 

"We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby 
promise  to  pay  to  Aaron  Dean,  ESeazer 
Parker,  Blias  Hoyt,  or  Henry  Bucking- 
ham (a  collecting  committee)  either  In 
cash,  meat,  or  good  merchantable  grain 
at  the  market  price,  in  half  yearly  pay- 
n^nt  the  several  sums  annexed  to  our 
respective  names  as  a  salary  for  the 
support  of  the  Rev.  Ard  Hoyt.  who  is 
(in  consideration  thereof)  to  preach 
the  gospel  one-half  of  the  Sabbaths  for 
the  year  ensuing  in  the  meeting  house 
in   Kingston. 

"Kingston,    Nov.  1,   1810." 

$12— Nehemiah  Ide. 

$10— Henry  Buckingham,  Kleazer 
Parker. 

$6— Luke   Swetland. 

$5 — Oliver  Pettebone,  Aaron  Dean. 

$4— Isaac  Carpenter,  Philip  Myers, 
EllshG  Atherton,  John  Bowman  (in 
blacksmith  work).   Isaac  Shoemaker. 

$3— John  Gore.  Jacob  Taylor,  Johanna 
Fish.  Horace  Parker,  Joseph  Swetland. 

$2— Thomas  Pace,  (hauling  stone)  Jo- 
seph Tuttle  (order  on  Thomas*  for 
leather).  Elijah  Ayres.  David  Perkins, 
George  Taylor,  Peletiah  Pierce.  Thom- 
as Bartlett,  Samuel  Brees,  John  Shaver, 
Samuel   Shoemaker. 

$1— Amos  Brown.  William  Cunie,  Jr., 
John  Covert.  Joseph  Dennis  Jeremiah 
Fuller.  JehJel  Fuller.  Samuel  Ather- 
John  Covert.  Joseph  Dennis,  Jeremiah 
Flisha  Atherton,  Adam  Shaffer,  Jacob 
WIlEon. 

Total.  $125. 
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WYOMING  MONUMENT  EXERCISES 
[Dally  Record,  July  4,  1905.] 

The  battle  and  massacre  of  Wyoming 
which  occurred  July  3,  1778,  was  yes- 
terday once  more  commemorated  at  the 
hibtoric  spot  where  now  stands  the 
granite  monument  that  will  not  prove 
as  enduring  as  the  fame  of  those  who 
lost  their-  lives  on  that  fateful  day. 
The  weather  conditions  were  also  en- 
tirely perfect  and  upwards  of  800  per- 
sons, remembering  the  significance  of 
the  occasion,  turned  aside  from  theif 
usual  vocations  to  again  listen  to  the 
oft-told  story  and  its  lessons.  The  fol- 
lowing was  the  program: 

"Star  Spangled  Banner." 

Patrol,   "American" Meachln 

Alexander's  9th  Regt.  Band. 
Invocation,  Rev.  James  B.     Umberger, 
Wyoming. 

Overture,  "William  Tell" Rossini 

Alexander's  9th  Regt.  Band. 
Cornt  solo.  "The  Lost  Chord".. Sullivan 

Musician  Gendall. 
Remarks  by  vice  president,  William 

Remarks  by  vice  president 

Descriptive     piece,    "Village     in     the 

Olden  Time'*  Cd.  Le  Thiere 

Alexander's  9th  Regt.  Band. 
Hymn,   "America"    

Rev.  Samuel  F.  Smith.  1832 

Grand  Chorus,  "Comrades  in  Arms".. 

Adams 

Alexander's  9th  Regt.  Band. 
Historical   address,   "The  Nemesis  of 

Wyoming.".. Prof.    Enoch      Perrine, 

of  Bucknell  University. 
Taps. 
Benediction. 

Promptly  after  the  arrival  of  the 
cars  the  exercises  began  and  were  in- 
terspersed with  selections  from  Alex- 
ander's ban'd.  Chairman  Wilcox,  in 
opening  the  ceremonies  after. the  invo- 
cation, said  in  part,  by  way  of  Intro- 
duction: 

On  each  succeeding  July  3,  until  the 
last  survivor  should  come  feebly,  with 
bare  head  to  do  reverence  to  the 
e\*€nt8  and  the  actors  of  1778.  Refer- 
ence to  that  pledge  continued  to  be 
made  long  after  these  exercises  had 
become  more  popular.  The  generation 
that  was  wont  to  tell  of  it  is  now  al- 
most passed  but  not  before  its  devotion 
had  kindled  enthusiasm  that  ha^ 
changed  the  music's  key  and  that 
promises  to  perpetuate  itself  far  beyond 
our  ken. 

The  contrast  of  the  exercises  of  re- 
cent years  with  those  I  have  referred 
to  Is  notable  and  is  full  of  encourage- 
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ment.  TUk  •!  patiiotlsni  and  of  pa- 
triotic Talor  are  not  idle.  Heroism  is- 
to  some  extent  a  matter  of  inheritance 
bat  it  is  not  altogether  soc  It  is  in- 
fections and  it  may  be  cultivated.  It 
may  be  kmc  present  and  its  presence 
and  crowth  onsvspeeted  nntll  the  oc- 
casion ripens  it  suddenly  into  glorious 
flower  from  which  rich  harvest  shall 
succeed. 

Let  met  lead  you  a  fejr  vo'da  I  re- 
cently chanced  upon  from  Sir  Joshua. 
Reynolds,  the  truth  of  which,  althou^ 
relating  to  his  art  may  be  easily  ap- 
plied here: 

"It  is  indisputably  evident  that  a 
great  part  of  every  man's  life  mi|st  be- 
employed  in  collecting  materials  for 
the  exercise  of  genius.  Invention  strict- 
ly speaking,  is  little  more  than  a  new 
combination  of  those  images  which 
have  been  previously  gathered  and  der 
posited  in  the  memory.  Nothing  can 
come  of  nothing;  he  who  has  laid  up* 
no  materials  can  produce  no  combina- 
tions. The  more  extensive,  therefore, 
your  acquaintance  is  with  the  works 
of  those  who  have  excelled,  the  more 
extensive  will  be  your  powers  of  in- 
v^ition,  and  what  may  appear  still 
more  like  a  paradox,  the  more  original, 
will  be  your  conceptions." 

Be  idle  dreamers  on  the  events  of  a. 
distant  past  for  at  least  one  day  of  the 
S65.  Come  here  once  a  year  in  the 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  you  had 
grandfathers  and  that  they  were  men 
acting  men's  parts  in  their  day.  Your 
dreams  will  mould  you  and  will  bear 
fruit— not  in  another  event  like  that 
we  commemorate;  not,  probably  in  an- 
other 3d  of  July  Gettysburg;  not  in 
Manila  Bay  or  at  Santiago;  perhaps - 
not  in  the  PhiUdelphia  aty  Hall  in 
routing  a  gang  engaged  ^  at  once  in 
stealing  from  the  public  purse  and  at 
the  same  time  sapping  the  civic  in- 
tegrity and  life  of  the  people,  but  some- 
where, sometime,  nevertheless,  the  ef- 
fect of  thi»  day  and  of  others  like  it 
will  show  forth  In  some  patriotic,  heroic  • 
part  well  played  and  helping  to  insure 
the  pereptuity  of  our  liberty  and  insti- 
tutions. 

Nor  does  the  occasion   belong  alone - 
to   those    who    bear   names   like    those 
upon  these  tablets.    The  true  sons    of- 
these   men    are    not    exclusively    those 
who  have  inherited  their  specific  seres, 
but  include  as  well  all  who  have  In- 
herited    their     principles.— who     honor - 
their  memory  and   who   will    meet   as 
they     met,     fearlessly,  heroically,     for 
God  and  home,  the  dangers  whatever - 
they  may  be,  that  confront  them.  You 
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all  of  you,  honor  yourselves  in  gather- 
ing here  in  recognition  of  the  old  spirit 
and  heroes  of  1776  and  1778. 
ATTENDED    SIXTY -THREE   YEARS 
AGO. 

Vice  president  Wilcox  announced  that 
he'^ad  ascertained  that  there  was 
present  a  prominent  citizen  of  this  val- 
ley who  had  been  present  when  the 
monument  was  dedicated  sixty-three 
years  ago.  and  that  he  had  consented 
to  speak.  He  then  introduced  John 
Welles  Hollenback,  Esq.,  who  said  Itt 
part: 

It  Is  true  that  I  am  a  direct  descend- 
ant; as  your  chairman  has  said,  of 
one  who  participated  in  the  bloody 
massacre  of  Wyoming,  which  we  are 
here  to-day  to  commemorate.  In  my 
youth  I  heard  the  story  direct  from 
the  lips  of  one  of  its  survivors,  one 
"who  ran  away  and  lived  to  flght  an- 
other day."  My  grandfather  carried 
the  ensign  In  the  engagement.  It 
seems  strange,  perhaps,  after  this  loair 
space  of  years  to  hear  one  say  that 
I  remember  well  a  participant  in  this 
engagement,  but  the  stories  I  listened 
to  are  indelllbly  impressed  upon  mf 
memory.  I  was  present  at  the  dedica- 
tion of  this  monument  sixty-three  years 
ago  and  have  attended  many  of  the 
services  held  here  since  that  time,  I 
remember  well  the  interest  my  father 
had  in  the  erection  and  dedication  of 
this  shaft  and  the  long  trips  we  had 
driving  in  a  buggy  from  my  home  to 
this  spot.  This  monument  seemed  a 
large  affair,  as  I  had  then,  at  the  age 
of  15.  seen  but  few  buildings  and  monu- 
ments. I  am  glad  to-day  to  observe 
that  it  is  as  large  in  historic  interest, 
that  it  attracts  so  large  a  number  here 
on  this  beautiful  day.  I  am  glad  to 
see  the  boys  and  the  girls  here  in  such 
a  large  number.  It  is  well  that  they 
learn  about,  and  become  interested  in 
the  history  of  their  ancestors. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Hollenback's 
remarks,  which  were  applauded,  the 
chairman  asked  If  any  other  persons 
were  present  who  attended  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Wyoming  Monument  sixty- 
three  years  ago.  They  were  requested 
to  arise  and  secretary  George  H.  Butler 
ascertained  their  names.  The  following 
were  present: 

WIlkes-Barre— John  Welles  Hollen- 
back, Hon.  Charles  D.  Foster. 

West  Pittston— Mrs.  John  Griffiths, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Speece  Brown,  Mrs^ 
John  Jenkins,   Mrs.    Matilda  Bardell. 

Dorranceton— Mrs.   Martha  Butnr.'  ' 

Scranton— Dr.  Henry  Roberts. 
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SOME  OF  THOSE  PRESENT. 

The  foUowIni?  were  some  of  the 
prominent  people  present:  Gen.  George 
W.  Woodward  of  Washington.  D.  C, 
Dr.  R.  H.  Hutchins  of  Pittsburg,  Rev. 
Dr.  Severson,  S.  B.  Bennett,  Charles  B. 
Law,  West  Plttston,  Edwin  Davenport, 
Plymouth;  Rev.  Dr.  Piper,  Rev.  Mr. 
Pestke.  MaJ.  William  C.  Shepherd.  Wil- 
liam H.  Hutson.  Dr.  C.  P.  Stackhouse. 
J.  R.  Coolbaugh,  J.  B.  Evans,  Wllkes- 
Barre;  Alfred  E.  Chapin,  Nan tl coke; 
Rev.  H.  M.  Crydenwise,  Forty  Fort. 

The  principal  speaker  of  the  day  was 
Prof.  Enoch  Perrlne  of  Bucknell  Uni- 
versity, a  direct  descendant,  who  gave 
the  historical  address,  "The  Nemesis 
of  Wyoming."  Prof.  Perrlne  has  a 
pleasing  personality  and  spoke  with  re- 
markable ease  so  that  his  auditors  on 
the  utmost  confines  of  the  grounds  had 
no  difficulty  In  following  him.  The  ad- 
dress was  exceptionally  interesting, 
logical  and  consistent  in  sentiment  and 
in  historical  allusion  and  judgment  he 
was  well  backed  up  by  the  recorded  ut- 
terances of  contemperaneous  writers. 
It  was  indicative  of  much  research  and 
thought,  a  scholarly  and  edifying  effort 
that  held  the  close  attention  of  every 
one  present  and  was  liberally  ap- 
plauded.   He  spoke  as  follows: 

THE  NEMESIS  OF  WYOMING. 
A  rap  at  midnight  upon  the  door  of  a 
country  farm  house,  its  double  door  un- 
barred by  the  master  home  from  the 
army  on  a  furlough,  a  rifle  shot  from 
the  dark,  that  soldier— my  grandfather 
—dead  on  the  floor  of  his  own  hallway, 
a  woman— my  grandmother — in  terror 
shouting  from  the  window  for  help 
from  the  Slaves, — this  sc^n6»  tuipressed 
upon  my  boyish  mind  by  family  tradi- 
tion, links  me  in  close  sympathy  with 
you  who  to-day  call  back  to  memory 
the  massacre  at  Wyoming.  Not  alone 
did  the  men  and  women  of  the  frontier 
suffer  the  barbarity  of  an  unspeakable 
war,  but  In  the  very  centre  of  the  civi- 
lization of  that  day.  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  the  fiendish  cruelty 
of  men  whose  faces  not  copper  colored 
but  white  was  illustrated  in  the  burn- 
ing of  barns,  the  stealing  of  horses  and 
cattle,  the  destruction  of  homes,  the 
murder  of  neighbors  by  bands  of  as- 
sassins, hired  by  the  British,  who, 
emerging  from  the  New  Jersey  Pines, 
retired  thence  when  each  deadly  deed 
had  been  accomplished.  While  you  of 
this  valley  look  back  to  the  clenched 
teeth  of  the  hateful  Torey,  and  the  dis- 
graced red  coat  of  the  British  regular. 
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and  the  gleaming  tomahawk  of  the 
yelling  savage.  It  is  for  me  to  call  up 
the  stealthy  attack,  guerilla  like  at 
night,  and  the  consternation  and  dis- 
may of  the  lone  woman  who  knelt  in 
dread  silence  by  the  body  of  her  hus- 
band whose  only  crime  was  that  he- 
loved  liberty,  had  fought  for  it  under 
Washington,  and  had  come  home  hur- 
riedly to  look  into  the  face  of  his  only 
son  born  while  he  was  at.  the  front.  As- 
memory  travels  back  to  that  early  day, 
you  of  the  Susquehanna  and  I  of  the 
Delaware  are  bound  In  a  community  of 
sorrow  that  is  gloriously  relieved  when, 
we  think  of  our  fathers'  sacrifices  and 
all  that  has  come  out  of  them. 

War  is  cruel,  and  neither  tne  poet's 
harp  nor  the  painter's  brush  nor  the 
orator's  lip  can  make  it  other  than  the 
horrid  thing  It  Is.  And  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  was  distinguished  by  the 
extreme  barbarity  of  the  British.  Men 
saw  this  fact  while  the  war  was  in 
progress;  for  when  it  was  almost  over^. 
In  the  year  1780,  John  Jay  writing  for 
aid  to  the  Spanish  people,  declared  that 
"the  barbarous  and  very  Inhuman 
manner  in  which  the  war  has  been 
conducted  by  the  enemy  has  so  alien- 
ated the  affections  of  the  people  from 
the  king  and  government^  of  Great 
Britain  and  filled  their  hearts  with^ 
such  deep  rooted  and  just  resentments 
as  render  cordial  reconciliation  much 
less  dependence  on  them  utterly  im- 
possible." This  alienation  Is  seen  in 
the  fact  that,  as  the  war  went  on,  many 
of  the  Tories  here  became  very  luke- 
warm, and  Goldwln  Smith,  the  Bnglish. 
publicist,  says  that  their  number  was 
reduced  and  their  zeal  cooled  by  the^ 
arbitrary  violence  of  the  king's  officers- 
and  the  excesses  of  his  hireling  troops. 
This  alienation  is  seen  In  the  fact  that 
enlistments  In  England,  especially  from 
the  time  of  Burke's  speech  on  concill- 
alion,  became  less  and  less  frequent. 
Sk)  unpopular  was  the  war  that  George- 
Ogle  with  no  hesitation  exclaimed:  "If 
men  must  be  sent  to  America,  send 
there  foreign  mercenaries,  not  the 
brave  sons  of  Ireland."  And  the  min- 
istry were  forced  to  do  this:  they  ran- 
sacked Holland  and  Germany  for 
troops;  these  troops  came  here  true  to 
the  hired  soldier's  bull  dog  creed;  they 
died,  many  of  them,  to  put  a  little 
money  in  their  pockets  and  to  keep  the 
Past  upon  its  throne — and  wherever 
they  sleep,  the  turf  that  covers  them 
Bends  up  no  thrill  to  fire  the  heart  and' 
brain  of  any  one  who  loves  Justice  and. 
hates  Iniquity. 
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This  admitted  barbarity  cannot  be 
defended  upon  the  ground  that  fire 
must  be  fought  with  fire.  As  early  a» 
the  year  1775  Congress  said  to  the  Six 
Nations:  "This  is  a  family  quarrel  be- 
tween us  and  old  E)ngland.  Tou  In- 
dians are  not  concerned  in  it.  We  do 
net  wish  you  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
against  the  king's  troops.  We  wish 
you  to  remain  at  home  and  not  Join 
either  side  but  keep  the  hatchet  buried 
deep.  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  all 
our  people  we  ask  and  desire  you  to 
love  peace  and  maintain  it,  and  to  love 
and  sympathise  with  us  in  our  trou- 
bles, that  the  path  may  be  kept  open 
with  all  our  people  and  yours  to  pass- 
and  repass  without  molestation.*' 
Three  years  afterwards,  when  it  was 
thought  best  to  employ  some  Indians, 
Gen.  Schuyler  wrote  to  James  Duane: 
"Divesting  them  of  the  savage  cus- 
toms exercised  in  their  wars  against 
each  other.  I  think  they  may  be  made 
of  excellent  use  as  scouts  and  light 
troops."  These  facts  Justify  the  as- 
sertion of  that  careful  British  historian, 
Lecky,  that  "the  conduct  of  the  Amer- 
icans was  almost  uniformly  humane." 
How  could  he  have  written  otherwise? 
On  that  fateful  night  when  Oen. 
Wayne's  bayonets  were  pressed  close 
to  the  breasts  of  the  enemy's  garrison 
at  Stony  Point,  and  he  could  have  dis- 
patched the  entire  force,  he  spared 
every  man  possible.  His  action  con- 
trasted strangely  with  the  outrages, 
transgressing  the  known  rules  of  war. 
from  which  his  own  command  had  suf-- 
fered,  some  years  earlier  at  the  mas- 
sacre at  Paoll.  No— the  fault  was  not 
with  the  struggling  patriots;  d^plte 
the  charges  that  may  have  been 
brought  against  them  by  their  con- 
temporaneous enemies,  later  English 
scholars  have  to  a  man  exonerated 
them  from  all  harshness  other  than 
that  which  it  is  impossible  to  suppress 
when  men  are  in  arms. 

Who  then  were  responsible  for  the 
extreme  cruelty  that  marked  tb<»  oper^ 
ations  of  the  English  forces? 

There  were,  first  of  all,  the  savages — 
spectacular  in  their  war  paint  and 
feathers,  like  panthers  in  their  sudden, 
secret  and  deadly  clutch,  loud  and 
fierce  in  their  attack.  Associated  with 
them  in  our  minds  are  the  pioneer 
dead  by  the  side  of  his  plow,  his  cabin 
aflame,  his  children  brained  and  scalp- 
ed, his  wife  mayhap  fleeing  for  life 
across  the  swamps  and  through  the 
forests.  But  the  savages  were  the  least 
culpable.  Undeveloped— they  were  the- 
children   only    of  the   woods,    an   easy 
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prey  for  plausible  villainy;  violent— 
their  life  of  the  chase  and  their  bitter 
exterminating  wars  with  each  other 
were  to  their  natures  like  winds  upon 
the  burning  prairies;  of  low  mental  and 
ethical  type— they  had  never  learned  . 
and  could  not  see  that  In  the  issue  the 
earth  is  his  who  uses  it  to  the  highest 
purpose,  and  that  in  their  hands  these 
vast  tracts  of  woodland  and  meadow 
and  rolling  plain  that  now  support 
more  than  eighty  millions  of  developed 
and  developing  citizens  of  a  free  re- 
public, always  had  been  and  would  al- 
ways remain  useless.  Bribed  with  a 
few  brightly  colored  but  worthless 
trinkets,  with  the  rifle,  the  hatchet,  and 
some  honeyed  words,  the  great  king  be- 
3rond  the  unknown  water  had  captured 
their  imagination  and  they  rushed  to 
torture  as  a  horse  to  battle — more  or 
less  irresponsible  for  what  they  did. 
Nemesis,  however,  accepts  no  excuses- 
and  none  escapes.  The  penalty  must 
be  paid  to  the  uttermost  farthing.  Soon 
their  crops,  their  property,  their 
bravest  warriors  were  destroyed  by 
Sullivan,  in  whose  expedition— let  me 
«ay  in  passing— were  Col.  Shreve's  men 
from  my  own  State  of  New  Jersey;  the 
winter  of  the  year  1780  that  followed 
hard  upon  Sullivan's  track  and  was  the 
severest  then  known  to  men.  swept 
their  settlements  like  the  plagues  of 
the  Middle  Age;  from  that  time  the 
Iroquois  confederation  broke  like  a  rope 
of  pan d— and  the  Indian,  as  a  special 
force  to  be  niet  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling, disappeared;  ever  afterwards  he 
plays  a  losing  game,  no  matter  whether 
he  plays  It  with  Boone  in  Kentucky  or 
with  Custer  in  Montana. 

In  the  second  degree  of  culpability 
are  the  Tories.  Intelligent,  devoted  to  • 
the  king  and  the  established  church, 
possessed  frequently  of  much  property, 
it  was  their  own  afTair  of  they  chose  to 
disregard  the  signs  of  the  times  and  to 
close  their  eyes  to  the  rising  sun  of 
liberty.  Conservative  by  nature  and 
artistocratic  in  conduct,  they  found  a 
plenty  of  arguments  why  they  should 
remain  loyal  to  the  crown.  Perhaps  the 
patriot  cause  would  not  succeed,  after 
all;  doubtless  the  king  would  give  no 
quarter  in  that  event— 'twere  better  to 
bear  the  ills  they  had  than  fly  to  those 
they  knew  not  of.  Everywhere  men  as- 
sume this  attitude  and  they  not  infre- 
quently perform  an  important  function* 
in  restraining  the  unwise  zeal  of  the 
too  Innovator.  Sometimes  they  are  the- 
saving  salt  of  society.  But  for  some 
strange  reason  the  Tory,  when  oppor- 
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tunlty  offered,  was  worse  In  his  cruelty 
than  the  red  men  themselves.  Piske 
employs  no  mere  rhetoric  when  he  says 
that  "the  Tories  took  less  pains  than 
Brant  to  prevent  useless  slaughter,  and 
some  of  the  atrocities  permitted  by ' 
Walter  Butler  have  never  been  outdone 
in  the  history  of  savage  warfare."  Does 
one  ask  for  proof?  Let  him  recall  that 
border  tradition  which  tells  of  an  In- 
dian, after  murdering  a  young  mother 
with  her  three  children,  as  they  sat  by 
the  enemy's  fireside,  was  moved  ,to  pity 
by  the  sight  of  an  infant  smiling  sweet- 
ly from  its  cradle;  but  his  Tory  com- 
rade picked  up  the  babe  with  th3  point 
of  a  bayonet  and,  as  he  held  it  writhing 
in  midair,  exclaimed:  "Is  not  this  also 
a  d— d  rebel?"  They  contrived  to 
create  this  impression  of  themselves— 
that  they  were  worse  even  than  the 
redskins— and  while  many  were  yet  liv- 
ing Fenimore  Cooper  pilloried  them  in 
his  novels  with  the  sanction  of  their 
contemporaries.  Against  them,  too,  the 
vengeance  of  the  gods  was  at  work. 
They  Incensed  their  friends,  neighbors, . 
relatives— paying  the  price  which  those 
pay  who  set  at  naught  the  ties  of 
blood;  their  property  was  confiscated, — 
and  their  estates  formed  no  mean  part 
of  colonial  wealth;  they  lost  whatever 
position  they  held  In  either  Church  or 
State;  they  fled  to  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia— and  to  this  day  their  descend- 
ants apologize  and  hang  the  head.  So 
is  it  always  with  those  who  stand  up 
for  tryranny  In  any  of  Its  multitudi- 
nous forms;  so  is  It  always  with  those 
who  are  caught  looking  backward  while 
the  world  Is  moving  on! 

In  the  third  and  highest  degree  of 
culpability,  raised  to  a  bad  eminence, 
is  the  British  government,  without 
whose  positive  sanction  and  active  aid 
these  cruelties  would  have  ceased  In 
their  inception.  At  the  head  stands 
George  the  King.  From  the  day  of  his 
accession  his  mother,  dominated  by  her 
German  monarchical  notions,  kept  say- 
ing to  him:  "George,  be  a  king!"  This 
he  proceeded  to  do  by  extrminatlng 
everything  possible  that  came  between 
him  and  despotic  power.  He  reduced 
his  prime  minister  to  the  level  of  a 
chief  valet,  he  governed  through  de- 
partments responsible  only  to  himself, . 
and  was  Indeed  his  own  minister  dur- 
ing the  entire  course  of  the  war.  In  the 
Declaration,  Jefferson  had  written  of 
him  that  he  had  endeavored  to  bplng 
on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  the 
merciless  Indian  savages,  whose  known 
rule  of   warfare  is  an   undistinguished ' 
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destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes  and  condi- 
tions.    That  was  early  In  the  struggle 

.  and  the  writer  was  prejudiced,  one  may 
imagine.  But  now  when  passion  has 
cooled  and  the  facts  appear  as  stars 
after  a  storm,  the  historian  Greene, 
fellow  countryman  of  the  king,  refer- 
ring to  him,  writes:  "The  shame  of 
the  darkest  hour  of  English  history  lies 
wholly  at  his  door;"  and  this  opinion 
is  supported  by  Goldwln  Smith,  an- 
other of  his  countrymen,  in  the  words: 
"Gebrge's  name  cannot  be  penned  with- 
out a  pang,  can  hardly  be  penned  with- 

.  out  a  curse,  such  mischief  was  he  fated 
to  do  the  country."    Chatham   with  all 
the   power   of   an    eminent   public   life, 
Burke   with    the   political   wisdom   that 
is    still    the    chart    by    which    nations 
steer,  Pox  with  the  persuasive  powers 
of  a   Demosthenes,— these   all    assailed 
the  ears  of  the  king,  but  they  had  no 
more     Influence     upon    what    he     was 
pleased    to    call    his    brains    and    heart 
than    would    have    been    the    case    had 
they  stood  upon  the  beach  and  bidden 
the    main    flood    bate    his    usual    tide. 
Nemesis   followed   him    no  less   relent- 
lessly than  it  did  the  other  instigators 
and  supporters  of  his  inhuman  war.    In 
consequence  of  his  barbarity,  almost  a 
hundred   years  passed   by   before  time 
mellowed  our  feeling  toward  our  king 
beyond  the  sea.    The  name  Briton  was 
enough  to  stir  a  fever  in  the  blood  of 
your  young  grandfather  and  mine — all 
because  when  the  king  had  determined 
to  subdue   the  colonies  he   forgot   that 
they  were  settled  by  Englishmen,  whom 
he  attempted  to  treat  as  though   they 
were  wild  and  abandoned  men   of  the 
woods.    After  describing  the  awful  fate 
that  overtook  the  king,  Thackeray  cried 
out  to  us  at  the  close  of  his  lecture  on 
"The   Four     Georges:"       "O  brothers! 
speaking   the   same    mother   tongue — O 
comrades!  enemies  no  niore,  let  us  take 
a  mournful  hand  together  as  we  stand 
by  this  royal  corpse,  and  call  a  truce  to 
battle!      Low    he    lies    to     whom     the 
proudest  used  to  kneel  once  and  who 
was  cast  lower  than  the  poorest.  Hush! 
Strife   and   Quarrel,    over    the     solemn 
grave!     Sound,    trumpets,    a   mournful 
march.     Fall,    dark    curtain,    upon   his 
pageant,  his  pride,  his  grief,  his  awful 
tragedy!"     Who   will   again    say     that 
grapes   may   grow   from   thorns,    when 
Byron,    after   asserting   that   "a   worse 
king  ne'er   left  a  realm   undone,"    de- 
-clares  that  his  death 

"there  was  profusion 
•Of   velvet,    gilding,    brass,    and   no   grreat 
dearth 
Of  aught  but  tears?** 
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A  king,  however,  cEin  accomplish  little 
unless  there  are  obsequious  servants  to 
•  do  his  bidding.    GrenviUe,  Rockingham. 
Piit,  Townsend  had  failed  him  at  one 
point  or  another,  and  being  rid  of  them 
the  king  formed  a  new  ministry  that 
was  onlj  a  cloak,  according  to  Green, 
for  the  direction   of  public  affairs  by 
•Oeorge  himself:   Soon  he  began  to  press 
for  the  employment  of  Indians  against 
the  revolted  colonies.     At   his  instiga- 
tion it  was  Suffolk  who  In  the  House  of 
Lords  interrupted  the  dying  Chatham 
by  defending  the  king's  proposition  to 
use  the  Indians  as  "a  means  that  God 
and  nature  put  into  our  hands."     All 
knew   what   the  savages   would  do   in 
battle,  for  they  had  been  tried  in  th€ 
French  and  Indian  War.  the  memory  of 
which  was  still  fresh.     So  fearful  had 
the  work  of  the  Indians  been  that  the 
great      commoner,      who     died      three 
months  before  the  crowning  crime  at 
Wyoming,     cried     out     with     expiring 
breath  against  the  abominable  proposi- 
tion of  Suffolk:    "Whatl     to  attribute 
the  sacred  sanction  of  God  and  nature 
to  the  massacres  of  the  Indian  scalping 
knife.  Such  principles  shock  every  sen- 
timent of  honor;   they  shock  me  as  a 
lover  of  honor  and  of  honorable  war." 
He    called    upon    the    Right    Reverend 
Bench,  upon  the  wisdom  and  learning 
of  the  bar,  upon  the  bishops,  upon  the 
lords,  upon  the  spirit  and  humanity  of 
his    country,    upon    the    genius   of   the 
Constitution— to    protect    the   old    sub- 
.  Jects  of  England  from  what  he  called 
"these  horrible  hell  hounds  of  savage 
war."     He  did   this,  so  says  Lecky,  in 
language  that  has  become  immortal  in 
EInglish   eloquence — but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose!    Great    Britain,   so   declares  her 
latest  historian,  Traill,  stooped  to  ally 
herself  with  the  warriors  of  the  Indian 
nation,  and  the  ministry  blundered  on 
in  America,  turning  an  occasional  trick, 
but  always  beaten  on  the  rubber. 

In  such  cases  it  is  necessary  that 
some  one  shall  stand  preeminent  as  a 
figurehead,  to  illustrate  it  may  be  the 
shining  possibilities  of  the  dummy  di- 
rector. The  king  fouhd  his  man  in 
Lord  North.  Of  himself  North  was  not 
disposed  to  tyrannical  or  violent 
courses,  and  if  anything  was  at  fault  it 
was  his  easy  good  nature.  He  com- 
piled with  the  obstinate  and  arbitrary 
temper  of  the  king,  and  carried  on  a 
struggle  to  which  he  was  disinclined. 
When  Burke  said  that  there  is  a  differ- 
ence between  employing  savages 
against  armed  and  trained  soldiers,  em- 
bodied  and   encamped,   and  employing 
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them  against  unarmed  and  defenseleas 
men.  women  and  children  of  a  country 
dispersed  in  their  homes.  North  in  his 
weak,  compliant  way  replied  that  to 
employ  the  Indian  was  "bad,  but  un- 
avoidable." To  what  height  would  he 
have  risen  had  he  done,  as  ElBngham 
did— thrown  his  commission  rather 
than  his  assistance  in  the  unholy  fight! 
Seeing  the  failure  of  his  schemes  he 
wtote  his  own  epitaph  when  he  ex- 
claimed bitterly,  on  hearing  that  Corn- 
wallis  had  surrendered  at  Yorktown: 
"O  God!  it  is  all  over."  For  him  the 
rest  was — silence. 

ITren  with  his  ministry  in  his  control 
the  king  could  not  have  perfected  his 
plan  had  there  not  been  at  nand  one 
who,  unlike  North,  was  both  pliant  and 
energetic.  He  was  found  in  the  person 
of  Lord  George  Germaine.  Placed  at 
the  head  of  the  department  of  military 
affairs,  the  conduct  of  the  war  on  the 
frontier  was  left  largely  to  him.  Fiske 
tells  us  that  the  terrors  of  the  war  on 
the  border  must  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  Lord  George  Germaine  and  a 
few  unworthy  men  who  were  willing  to 
be  his  tools.  In  the  year  1776  Brant, 
when  on  a  visit  to  England,  said  to 
him:  "Brother,  we  hope  to  see  these 
bad  children  of  New  England  chastised. 
The  Indians  have  always  been  ready  to 
assist  the  king."  Germaine  knew  well 
enough  what  that  meant.  "Continue," 
he  replied  to  Brant,  "to  manifest  at- 
tachment to  the  king;  be  sure  of  his 
majesty's  favor."  Saint  Luc.  in  the 
year  1777,  declared  that  "we  must  let 
loose  the  savages  upon  the  frontiers  of 
these  scoundrels  to  inspire  terror  and 
make  them  subject."  To  that  proposi- 
tion Germaine  was  careful  to  send  his 
approval.  Guy  Carleton  tried  to  re- 
strain the  Indian,  but  Germaine  would 
abate  neither  jot  nor  title.  He  did  none 
of  this  ignorantly;  for  Burgoyne  In  the 
year  1777  had  told  him  that  "were  the 
Indians  left  to  themselves  enormities 
too  horrid  to  think  of  would  ensue; 
guilty  and  innocent,  women  and  in- 
fants, would  be  a  common  prey."  He 
determined  to  establish  the  king's  su* 
premacy,  not  by  honorable,  skillful 
struggle,  but  by  breaking  the  spirit  of 
the  Americans  so  far  as  barbarity,  In- 
lian  and  otherwise,  could  do  it.  'Twas 
largely  because  of  him  that  Martha's 
Vineyard  was  plundered,  New  Haven 
and  Fair  Haven  with  all  their  shipping 
were  burned,  and  the  New  Jersey  coast 
ravaged.  'Twas  largely  because  of  him 
that  every  house  in  Portsmouth  and 
Norfolk  was  burned,  and  men  and  wo- 
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men  alike  subjected  to  outrage;  and  in 
the  very  year  of  your  massacre,  Fair- 
field and  Greene  farms  and  Norwalk 
were  left  a  pile  of  smoking  ruins — all  of 
which  he  sanctioned  in  a  letter  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton.  When  in  the  year  1780 
John  Adams  wrote  to  the  president  of 
Congress  expressing  "commisseration 
for  the  unhappy  nation  who  are  de- 
voted to  destruction  from  his  errors 
-and  delusions,"  time  had  only  confirm- 
ed what  Arthur  Lee  had  said  four  years 
earlier:  "He  is  subtle,  proud,  tyran- 
nical, false.  Such  a  man  could  not 
long  pass  unnoticed  and  unpatronized 
by  a  court  which  searches  with  Lyn- 
cean  eyes  for  the  basest  hearts."  The 
enlistment  of  the  German  mercenaries 
was  due  largely  to  him;  his  tractics 
were  to  destroy  private  property  and 
injure  individuals  by  unprovoked  at- 
tacks with  fire  and  sword.  He  could 
not  be  made  to  believe  other  than  the 
Tories  were  numerous  and  strong  while 
the  colonists  were  few  and  feeble;  he 
lelt  sure  that  France  would  decline  to 
help,  because  the  Bourbons  would  not 
want  their  own  colonists  to  take  fire  at 
what  he  called  the  unlimited  rights  of 
mankind.  British  historians  assert  that 
Burgoyne's  expedition  failed  because  of 
his  insolent  carelessness,  and  Fox, 
when  the  news  of  the  disaster  reached 
home,  accused  him  of  disgracing  hii 
•country  In  every  capacity,  expressing 
the  hope  that  he  would  be  brought  to 
a  speedy  trial. 

Who  then  was  this  man,  placed  and 
kept  at  the  head  of  the  department  of 
war,  to  whom  we  owe  these  cruelties 
that  left  a  trail  of  fire  and  blood  on 
the  frontier  from  northern  New  York 
to  southern  Kentucky?  Dismissed  from 
the  army  for  misconduct  at  the  battle 
of  Mlnden  and  found  unfit  to  serve  the 
crown  in  any  military  capacity,  George 
II  struck  his  name  from  the  list  of 
privy  councilors,  and  he  retired  with  a 
reputation  Irrevocably  blasted.  Through 
rank  and  interest  he  had  forced  his 
way  into  political  oflUce,  where  he  tried 
to  retrieve  his  reputation  and  where, 
according  to  Goldwln  Smith,  his  worth- 
lessness  was  still  more  fatally  display- 
ed. Chatham  would  never  sit  with  him 
at  the  council  board.  Feverish,  petu- 
lant, rancorous,  his  passions  were  vio- 
lent and  constant.  He  did  not  possess 
what  even  by  courtesy  may  be  called  a 
well  balanced  mind.  Bancroft  relates 
that  apparalled  on  a  Sunday  morning 
in  gala,  he  would  march  his  household 
to  the  parish  church,  mark  time  for 
-the  singing   gallery,    chide   the  choris- 
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ters  for  a  discord,  stand  up  during  the 
sermon  to  survey  the  congregation  or 
overawe  the  idle,  gesticulate  approba- 
tion to  the  preacher  and  cheer  him  by 
name.  This  clown  it  was  who,  having 
no  warmth  of  heart,  was  placed  and 
Icept.  regardless  of  the  wishes  of  the 
mass  of  people  in  a  position  v/Herfr, 
"With  coJd.  vengeful  malice  he  could 
plan  to  lay  America  in  ashes,  unless'  he 
could  have  the  glory  of  reducing  her 
to  submission.  Beaten  at  last  in  all 
his  undertakings  he  resigned  his  port- 
folio. Still  his  royal  master  stood  by 
him  and  without  the  aid  of  the  tords 
raised  him  to  the  peerage.  The  lords 
inveighed  against  his  peerage  as  an  in- 
sult to  their  dignity— and  one  of  them 
publicly  refused  to  remain  at.  the  ses- 
■sicns  of  the  Upper  House  so  long  as  he 
persisted  in  taking  his  seat.  Had  Por- 
tia been  called  upon  to  pronounce  Judg- 
ment she  would  have  said:  "God  made 
him  and  therefore  let  him  pass  for  a 
man"— and  this  is  the  only  laurel  that 
history  binds  on  his  brow. 

There  they  stand— Indian,  Tory,  king, 
ministry.  North,  (Jermaine!  And  by 
their  side  stand  the  elder  Pitt,  Burke, 
Fox,  and  all  the  less  conspicuous  help- 
ers! Who  shall  win?  When  the  flame 
of  revolution  seemed  to  have  been 
stannped  out  at  the  beginning  of  the 
contest,  these  latter  saw  but  little  hope 
from  any  quarter.  They  kept,  in  spite 
of  disaster,  brave  hearts  within  them. 
When  the  patriots  of  this  valley  were 
swept  away  in  blood,  these  same  brave 
British  hearts  still  beat  high  with  cour- 
age. They  knew  that  right  is  not  al- 
ways on  the  scaffold  and  that  wrong  is 
not  always  on  the  throne.  Firm  they 
stood  for  us— and  now  that  more  than 
a  hundred  years  have  gone  and  the 
verdict  has  been  made  up  past  recall, 
American  and  Briton  alike  care 'little 
tor  the  memory  of  our  enemies,  while 
they  have  long  since  gathered  up  with 
reverent  hands  the  ashes  of  our  Bng- 
linh  friends  into  history's  golden  urn, 
to  be  the  sacred  possession  of  the  race. 

At  Rbamnus.  on  the  Marathonian 
shore,  the  Greeks  erected  a  temple 
commemorating  the  defeat  of  Xerxes. 
In  that  temple  they  placed  a  statue, 
said  to  have  been  the  work  of  Phidias. 
It  was  In  honor  of  Nemesis,  the  mes- 
senger of  Justice.  Human  calamities, 
they  believed,  fere  not  accounted  for  by 
divine  jealousy,  not  even  by  blind,  in- 
exorable fate,  but  by  misdirection  of 
the  human  will.  Xerxes  is  overthrown, 
in  their  judgment,  not  because  it  has 
been    prophesied    that    disaster   should 
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attend  the  Persian  arms,  but  because 
he  did  violence  to  the  sacred  Helles- 
pont, destroyed  the  temple  of  the.  Hel- 
lenic gods,  and  trusted  in  his  own 
might.  He  must  be  brought  low  be- 
cause he  had  outraged  all  rights,  hu- 
man and  divine;  hence,  in  the  hands 
of  Nemesis,  the  very  stars  in  their 
courses  fight  against  and  destroy  him. 
The  old  Greek  was  right— and  Neme- 
sis had  never  died.  Behind  the  outward 
show,  there  is,  as  there  always  has 
been  and  always  will  be,  a  power  that 
makes  for  righteousness.  History,  so 
Froude  said  he  had  found  out,  is  but 
the  voice  of  God  forever  sounding 
across  the  centuries  the  laws  of  right 
and  wrong.  To  this  conclusion 
Matthew  Arnold  came  when  he  had 
read  the  story  of  the  nations:  "Down 
they  come,  one  after  another,— Assyria 
falls,  Babylon,  Greece,  Rome;  they  all 
fall  for  want  of  conduct,  righteous- 
ness." And  nowhere  in  our  land  is  this 
lesson  taught  more  plainly  and  vividly 
than  at  Wyoming.  This  votive  offer- 
ing, erected  and  kept  by  pious  hands, 
admonishes  the  beholder  that  govern- 
ment is  a  high  and  holy  trust,  that  a 
fearful  thing  happens  when  stupidity 
or  ignorance  or  selfishness  or  malice 
foists  itself  into  public  office,  and  that 
4S0  surely  as  harvest  follows  seedtime, 
wreck  of  fortune  and  reputation  follows 
him  who  either  by  violence  of  mildness 
tramples  on  the  rights  of  his  fellows. 
Let  the  earliest  light  of  the  morning  as 
It  gilds  this  monument  bring  out  more 
fully  the  doctrine  that  the  Golden  Rule 
is  in  force  as  well  between  nations  as 
between  individuals,  and  let  the  part- 
ing day,  lingering  and  playing  on  its 
summit,  make  the  same  proclamation. 
As  the  patriot  sees  and  reads  this  proc- 
lamation, he  will  make  his  own  the 
words  of  Emerson,  spoken  before  thi? 
monument  near  the  bridge  at  Concord: 

"Spirit,  that  made  those  heroes  dare 
To  die,  and  leave  their  children  free. 

Bid  Time  and  Nature  gently  spare 
The  shaft  we  raise  to  them  and  thee." 


Editor  of  the  Record: 

Will  you  please  correct  an  error  in 
your  report  of  the  exercises  at  the 
Wyoming  Monument?  It  was  not  Mrs. 
John  Griffiths,  but  Mrs.  Jemima  Sax 
Griffith,  that  was  at  the  dedication  of 
the  monument  sixty-three  years  ago. 
Yours  respectfully, 

J.  S.  G. 

West  Pittston.  July  4. 
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MRS.  STEUBEN  JENKINS. 
[Dally  Record.  July  19,  1906.] 
Mrs.  Steuben  Jenkins  died  of  paraly- 
^U  yesterday  at  her  home  In  Wyom- 
*ing,  aged  83  years.  Her  maiden  name 
^as  Catherine  M.  Breese  and  she  wa« 
lx)m  July  27,  1822.  She  marrted  the 
late  Steuben  Jenkins  In  1B4B.  He  died 
in  1890. 

Steuben  Jenkins  was  a  member  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  val- 
ley. He  was  bom  In  1819  and  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession.  When  his  health 
became  Impaired  he  accepted  char^  of 
the  foreign  mall  bureau  In  the  Postof- 
flce  I>partment  at  Washington,  re- 
maining there  for  two  years,  when  he 
returned  to  Wyoming  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  State  legislature 
In  1856  and  1867.  and  later  was  chosen 
clerk  and  counsel  to  the  county  com- 
missioners. As  a  local  historian  and 
gatherer  of  Indian  relics,  fossils,  min- 
erals and  ahells  and  the  material  re- 
lated to  the  early  history  of  the  valley 
he  was  well    known     throughout     the 

'State.  He  had  one  of  the  largest  col- 
lections In  the  country.  He  delivered 
the  historical  address  at  tlie  Wyoming 

">fonume«t  at  the  commemorative  ex- 
ercises on  the  Oentenrilal  anniversary 
July  8.  1878. 

Pour  children '  survive:  .  William, 
Emma  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William 
S.  .Tacobs,  all  of  Wyoming,  and  Cath- 
erine M.,  wife  of  William  A.  Wilcox, 
of  Scranton. 

Mrs.  Jenkins  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Jerusha  (Johnston)  Breese. 
She  was  of  revolutionary  ancestry,  be- 
ing a  'descendant  of  John  Breese  and 
Dorothy  Rlggs  of  Somerset  County.  N. 
J.,  whose  son.  Samuel,  was  an  officer  in 
the  American  army  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  In  other  lines  she  was  a 
descendant  from   Abram  Plerson,  first 

-  president  of  Yale  College,  and  from  two 
colonial  governors— John  Haines,  gov- 
ernor    of   Massachusetts.    1636-39.    and 

'Thomas  Dudley.  She  was  also  a  de- 
scendant of  Hon.  Samuel  Wyllys  of 
Massachusetts,  before  whose  house 
stood  the  famous  charter  oak.    On  Feb. 

'24.  1846.  Miss  Catherine  M.  Breese  was 
united  in  wedlock  to  Steuben  Jenkins 
of  Wyoming.  Her  husband  died  in 
May.  1890.  After  her  marriage.  Mrs. 
Jenkins  resided  for  three  years  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  where  her  husband 

'had  charge  of  (he  bureau  of  foreign 
malls.    Later  she  lived  for  a  few  years 

"in  Wilkes-Barre,  and  then  returned  to 
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Wyoming,  where  she  lived  the  remain- 
"der  of  her  life.  Mrs.  Jenkins  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Wyoming.  She  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nators of  the  Wyoming  Monument  As- 
sociaiion.  and  was  its  president  since 
its  organization  over  forty  years  ago, 
although  In  latei  y<ars  the  work  of  the 
association  v(B8  lu  ehaige  of  the  vice 
'presidents 


PRESIDENT     ROOSEVELT'S     VISIT 
TO  WILKES-BARRE. 

[Daily  Record,  July  26,  1905.] 

Ever  since  President  Roosevelt  set- 
tled the  great  anthracite  mining  strike 
in  1902,  by  appointing  a  commission  to 
Investigate  and  adjust  the  matters  in 
•controversy,  there  has  been  a  desire  to 
have  him  visit  the  Wyoming  Valley, 
the  centre  of  the  coal  mining  industry. 
This  desire  is  about  to  be  gratified,  and 
arrangements  are  now  being  made  to 
properly  celebrate  the  event,  the  date 
of  which  will  be  Aug.  10,  1905,  and  the 
occasion  the  national  convention  of  the 
Catholic  Total  Abstinence  Union. 

Whatever  outsiders  may  think  about 
the  President's  attitude  with  reference 
to  this  celebrated  mining  strike,  which, 
affected  directly  over  100,000  mine  work- 
ers, and  which  entailed  great  financial 
loss  to  both  the  coal  operators  and  the 
miners,  as  well  as  to  the  great  public, 
which  is  always  the  innocent  sufferer 
in  these  labor  conflicts,  there  is  only 
one  opinion  among  those  who  live  in 
the  mining  district,  and  that  is,  that 
the  President's  interference  in  the  mat- 
ter was  Just  and  proper,  even  if  it  was 
entirely  outside  the  sphere  of  hid  du- 
ties, and  without  legal  warrant. 

The  visit  of  President  Roosevelt  to 
the  City  of  Wilkes-Barre  will  be  an 
•event  of  historic  importance.  Wilkes- 
Barre  is  in  the  centre  of  the  Wyoming 
Valley,  a  valley  that  was  famous  In 
history  and  song  even  before  It 
achieved  renown  on  account  of  the  vast 
deposits  of  coal  that  for  centuries  have 
been  hidden  beneath  its  surface,  await- 
ing the  coming  of  the  industrial  age. 
Through  the  valley  lazily  flows  the  fa- 
mous Susquehanna  River,  along  whose 
banks,  before  the  coming  of  the  white 
race,  dwelt  the  dusky  redman  of  the 
forest,  and  on  the  placid  bosom  of 
whose  waters  he  paddled  his  pirogue 
or  birch  bark  canoe.  This  river  was 
then  the  great  highway  between  north- 
ern New  York  and  the  Chesapeake,  and 
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Its  banks  were  dotted  with  the  tepees 
of  Indian  villages. 

It  was  the  paradise  of  the  Indian 
hunter,  as  the  forest  abounded  In  all 
manner  of  wild  beast  and  fowl,  and  the 
river  was  equally  prolific  In  fish,  while 
the  flat  lands  along-  the  river  sufficed 
for  the  squaws  to  raise  Indian  corn  or 
maize.  In  this  sylvan  retreat  all  was 
at  peace,  until  the  white  man  came 
with  his  strenuoslty,  and  the  clash  be- 
tween that  and  the  simple  life  at  once 
began,  and  though  the  son  of  the  for- 
est has  forever  passed  away,  the  strug- 
gle i^tlll  continues. 

Here  in  the  valley  occurred  one  of 
the  bloodiest  Indian  massacres  that  is 
recorded  in  history,  the  news  of  which 
shocked  even  England,  though  she  was 
primarily  responsible  for  It.  It  occur- 
red July  3,  1778,  near  Forty  Fort,  about 
three  miles  above  the  City  of  Wllkes- 
Barre.  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna River.  Col.  Zebulon  Butler 
of  the  Continental  Army,  with  a  force 
of  about  300  militiamen,  mostly  old  men 
and  boys,  for  the  young  and  vigorous 
men  of  the  valley  were  with  the  Conti- 
nental Army  fighting  for  the  freedom 
of  the  country,  marched  from  the  fort, 
where  the  women  and  children  were 
sheltered,  against  an  Invading  party  of 
about  800  Indians  and  Tories,  com- 
manded by  the  British  colonel,  Walter 
Butler.  The  Americans  were  defeated 
with  awful  slaughter,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  retreat  In  disorder,  and  of  the 
300  that  left  the  fort,  history  records 
the  names  of  162  officers  and  men  kill- 
ed. The  Indians  and  Tories  then 
marched  against  the  defenseless  fort, 
which  they  burned. 

Col.  Zebulon  Butler  with  fourteen 
men  escaped  from  the  valley,  as  did  a 
few  others,  making  their  way  over  the 
rugged  mountains,  until  almost  starved 
they  reached  a  place  of  safety.  Many 
of  them  went  all  the  way  back  to  Con- 
necticut, from  whence  most  of  the  first 
settlers  came. 


Before  this  bloody  event  took  place, 
the  valley  had  been  the  scene  of  the 
Pennamite  War.  which  resulted  over  a 
controversy  as  to  the  ownership  of  the 
land.  This  war  was  waged  from  1762 
until  the  matter  was  finally  decided 
,  In  the  courts  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
In  favor  of  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Penna- 
mltes,  as  they  were  called.  The  charter 
granted  by  Charles  I  to  William  Penn 
fixed  the  northern  boundary  of  Penn- 
sylvania at  lat.  43  degrees  north.    The 
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proprietors   of  the  colony  accepted  42:: 
degrees  north  as  the  boundary  line,  but 
extended  the  southern  boundary  to  in- 
clude   the   Chesapeake   and    Delaware 
bays.    Connecticut  claimed  all  the  ter- 
ritory north  of  41  degrees  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1753  chartered  the  Sus- 
quehanna Company  to  form  settlements 
in   the  disputed  territory.      The  com- 
pany fn  17^2  sent  its  first  party  of  set- 
tlers, numbering   260,   into  the  valley, 
but  they  were  driven  out  by  the  In- 
dians, who  repudiated 'the  sale  of  their 
right  to  the  lands  to  Connecticut,  and. 
made  a  sale  to  Pennsylvania.    In  1769 
the   company    sent    another   party    of* 
colonists,    and   a   war   began   between 
them  and  the  Pennsylvania  settlers  to 
whom   the  territory   had  been  leased. 
Several  times  the  Yankees  were  driven 
out  of  the  disputed  territory,  and  their* 
crops  destroyed  by  the  Pennamites,  but 
they    finally    obtained     a    permanent 
lodgement,    and    hostilities    with    the- 
mother   country   then   broke   out     and 
caused  a  suspension  of  the  civil  strife- 
for  a  time. 

In  1779  the  Pennsylvania  legislature 
passed  an  act  transferring  all  the  pro- 
prietary lands  to  the  State,  and  suit 
was  then  brought  against  Connecticut 
to  decide  the  jurisdiction  over  Wyom- 
ing. The  decision  was  unanimously  In 
favor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  later  Con- 
gress confirmed  the  finding  of  the 
court,  and  so  settled  the  controversy 
forever. 

The  name  of  Joseph  Brant,  the 
famous  Indian  chief,  is  intimately  as- 
sociated with  the  history  of  the  Wyo- 
ming Valley.  The  early  historians 
state  that  he  was  the  leader  of  the  In- 
dian forces  at  the  massacre  of  Wyom- 
ing, but  later  writers  have  removed 
th]s  foul  blot  from  his  name,  and  it  is 
now  a  settled  historic  fact  that  this 
noted  Mohawk  chief  was  not  even 
present  on  that  occasion,  but  the 
odium  still  clings  to  his  name,  and 
Thomas  Campbell  has  pilloried  him  in 
verse  In  his  famous  poem,  "Gertrude 
of  Wyoming,"  where  he  makes  one  of 
his  characters  say: 

"The  Mammoth  comes— the  foe— the  mon- 
ster Brant— 
With  all  his  howling,  desolating  band." 

And  again: 
"Accursed  Brant!  he  left  of  all  my  tribe 
Nor  man,   nor  child,  nor  thing  of  living 

births 
No!  not  the  dog,  that  watch'd  my  house- 
hold heartn 
Escaped    that   night   of   blood,    upon   our* 
plains! 
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All  perished!— I  alone  am  left  on  earth!" 
Some  years  after  this  poem  was 
published  Brant's  son  arrived  in  Ens[- 
iand  and  appealed  to  Campbell's  sense 
cf  honor  and  fairness  to  retract  the 
unfair  aspersion  cast  upon  his  father's 
memory,  presenting  documentary 
proof  that  Brant  was  not  a  participant 
in  the  massacre. 


Wilkes-Barre  was  the  scene  of  the 
abduction  of  Prances  Slocum  by  the 
Indians,  the  story  of  which  was  a 
world-wide  clajssic  in  the  days  gone 
by.  A  few  months  after  the  famous 
Massacre  of  Wyoming  her  father's 
family,  who  had  fled  from  the  valley,^ 
were  among  the  ,  fugitives  who  re- 
turned after  the  desolation  wrought 
by  the  Indians  with  fire  and  toma- 
hawk. On  Nov.  2,  1778,*  a  band  of  rov- 
ing Delaware  Indians  suddenly  ap- 
peared near  the  home,  and  seizing. 
Frances, .  then  a  child  of  5  years,, 
stealthily  hurried  away  from  the  set- 
tlement. The  following  month  Indians 
again  appeared  and  cruelly  murdered 
and  scalped  her  father  and  his  aged 
father-in-law. 

All  traces  of  little  Frances  were  lost, 
and  for  fifty -nine  years  her  where- 
abouts were  unknown,  and  the  search 
for  the  "Lost  Sister  of  Wyoming"  had 
been  given  up,  when  by  a  remarkable 
chain  of  circumstances  it  was  learned 
that  she  was  living  at  Logansport,  In- 
diana, with  the  Miami  Indians,  where 
phe  was  found  by  her  brothers  and 
sisters  In  1837.  The  meeting  was  a 
touching  one,  and  the  identification 
complete,  but  she  refused  to  accede  to 
their  earnest  entreaty  to  return  to  the 
home  of  her  childhood,  preferring  to 
remain  with  the  dusky  children  of  tne 
forest. 

Among  the  Indians  she  was  known 
as  "Mah-co-nes-quah."  She  married 
Deaf  Man  (She-pah-ca-nah),  war 
chief  of  the  Osage  village,  and  by 
him  had  four  children.  She  died  in 
March,  1847,  and  was  burled  in  the 
tribal  burial  ground. 

After  the  '  Massacre  of  Wyoming, 
Gen.  Washington  was  instructed  by 
Congress  to  adopt  some  measures  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  Buch  atroci- 
ties, and  so  an  expedition  was  plan- 
ned against  the  Indians.  Gen.  Gates 
was  offered  command  of  the  expedi- 
tion, but  he  declined,  and  Gen.  John 
Sullivan  was  appointed.  His  Instruc- 
tipns  were  to  destroy,  devastate  and 
capture  all  Indians,  male  and  female. 
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Sullivan  reached  the  Wyoming  Valley 
In  Julv,  1779,  after  an  arduous  march 
over  the  mountains  dividinsr  the  Dela- 
ware from  the  Susquehanna  River, 
through  almost  Impenetrable  swamps 
and  forests,  building  a  road  nearly  the 
whole  distance.  His  soldiers  endured 
great  hardships,  and  many  of  them 
fell  by  the  way  as  the  result  of  dis- 
ease or  by  the  tomahawk  of  prowling 
Indians,  but  the  result  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  to  forever  rid  the  valley  of 
the   murderous   Redman. 


Wilkes-Barre  has  the  honor  of  being 
the  home  of  Col.  Timothy  Pickering, 
who  was  the  first  prothonotary,  regis- 
ter, recorder  and  clerk  of  the  courts 
of  Luzerne  County.  Pickering  was 
Postmaster  General  under  Washington 
in  1791  and  Secretary  of  State  In  1795. 
He  w^as  also  Secretary  under  Adams 
In  1797.  Pickering  originally  came 
from  Massachusetts,  and  •  took  an 
active  part  in  the  Pennamite  War.  He- 
rounded  out  his  busy  and  useful  life 
as  a  member  of  the  executive  council 
of  his  native  State. 

George  Catlln,  the  celebrated  painter 
of  Indians,  is  also  claimed  by  Wilkes- 
Barre  as  one  of  her  many  illustrious 
sons.  He  painted  most  of  the  noted 
Indian  chiefs  of  his  day  from  life,  and 
he  was  greatly  esteemed  and  honored 
by  them. 

Wilkes-Barre  is  a  city  with  a  his- 
tory, and  its  history  is  an  illustrious 
on%  and  many  of  her  sons  have  left 
their  impress  upon  the  larger  history 
of  our  country. 

The  Wyoming  Valley  is  rich  In  his- 
toric Incidents,  and  has  been  a  fruit- 
ful field  for  the  writer  of  romance  and* 
song.  The  word  Wyoming  is  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  Indian  word,  "Maughwau- 
wame,"  meaning  large  plains.  The- 
city  of  Wilkes-Barre  takes  its  name 
from  John  Wilkes  and  Col.  Barre,  two 
members  of  the  British  Parliament, 
who  sympathized  with  America  in  her 
struggles  for  liberty.  The  village  was 
laid  out  in  1772,  and  named  at  that- 
time.  J.  A.  Boyd. 


DR.  S.  W.  TRIMMER  DEAD. 

[Daily  Record.  Aug.  2,  1905.] 

Dr.  Samuel  Wilson  Trimmer,  for  half" 
a  century  White  Haven's  leading  cltl- 
een  and  for  almost  as  long  a  period' 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  Luzerne,  died  yesterday  morn- 
ing  at   6:30.     He  had   been   in   failing' 
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health  for  the  past  few  monthB,  but  his 
iliiiess  was  not  regarded  as  serious  un- 
til a  few  weeks  ago.  L«ast  week  his 
condition  became  critical  and  for  the 
past  few  days  his  death  was  expected. 
The  cause  of  his  death  was  angina  i)ec- 
toris,  a  disease  of  the  heart. 

There  was  no  more  widely  known, 
citizen  of  Luzerne  County  than  Dr. 
Trimmer.  He  had  not  only  an  extend- 
ed acquaintance  as  a  physician,  but  as . 
politician  he  was  still  better  known*  jxu 
Democrat  who  has  attended  the  con- 
ventions of  his  p^rty  during  the  past 
two  score  years  being  unfamiliar  with 
his  figure.  He  was  the  most  influen- 
tial Democrat  in  the  Sixth  district  and 
there  are  few  leaders  in.  the  county 
who  had  more  enthusiastic  followers. 
Poi  almost  fifty  years  he  practiced  his 
profession  in  White  Haven  and  the 
surrounding  country  and  during  a  good 
part  of  that  time  he  was  the  only  phy- 
sician in  that   territory. 

Dr.  Trimmer  was  a  native  of  Hunter- 
don Township,  New  Jersey,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  Aug.  12,  1833,  which 
would  leave  him  72  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  of  Scotch . 
and  German  descent  and  the  eldest  of 
a  family  of  nine  children.  After  re- 
ceiving a  common  school  education 
and  finishing  a  course  at  a  private 
school  in  Plemington,  N.  J.,  he  took  up. 
the  study  of  medicine  in  the  Philadel- 
phia College  of  Medicine,  from  which 
Institution  he  graduated  in  1854.  After 
practicing  two  years  at  Point  Pleasant, 
Pa.,  he  removed  to  White  Haven,  in 
which  town  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life. 

The  history  of  White  Haven  since 
1856  may  be  said  to  be  the  history  of 
Dr.  Trimmer.  He  took  a  leading  part 
In  municipal  affairs  and  for  forty 
years  previous  to  his  death  was  in  al- 
most continuous  service  as  school  di- 
rector and  councilman.  Shortly  after 
taking  up  his  residence  in  this  county 
he  came  to  the  front  as  one  of  the 
Democratic  leaders  of  the  party.  After 
the  retirement  of  the  old  leaders  of  the 
Democracy  Dr.  Trimmer  was  one  of ' 
the  first  to  urge  John  T.  Lenahan  to 
take  the  leadership  and  since  that  time 
Dr.  Trimmer  has  been  a  warm  sup- 
porter of  Mr.  Lenahan  in  all  the  hot 
fractional  contests  he  has  been  called' 
upon  to  go  through  to  retain  his  su- 
premacy. Despite  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Lenahan.  has  several  times  been  de- 
feated in  conventions  by  his  factional 
foes  Dr.  Trimmer  never  deserted  his  > 
standard.     In  spite  of  this  close  polit- 
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leal  friendship  some  of  Mr.  Lenahan's- 
bitterest  political  foes  were  warm  per- 
sonal friends  of  Dr.  Trimmer.  Eizcept 
a  few  years  Dr.  Trimmer  has  been  In 
undisputed  control  of  the  Democratic 
politics  of  the  Sixth  district  for  a. 
quarter  of  a  century. 

In  addition  to  the  honors  he  received 
from  his  own  townspeople  Dr.  Trimmer 
was  also  honored  by  the  people  of  LrU- 
seme  County  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
he  was  the  oil  inspector  for  Luzerne 
County,  in  which  office  he  had  already 
served  one  term.  Only  once  did  he- 
aspire  for  a  t:ounty  office.  This  was 
away  back  in  the  seventies,  when  he- 
was  nominated  by  his  party  for  pro- 
thonotary  and  elected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. He  completed  his  term  in  1873 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  con- 
tent to  serve  as  a  worker.  There  has 
been  no  struggle  in  Luzerne  in  the  past 
forty  years  that  has  not  found  Dr. 
Trimmer  In  the  front  ranks  and  a 
Democratic  convention  without  him^ 
was  not  deemed  complete. 

To  the  town  of  White  Haven  he  was 
sincerely  devoted,  the  interests  of  the- 
town  being  looked  upon  by  him  as  a 
personal  matter.  He  was  the  champion 
of  all  movements  for  the  betterment  of 
the  borough  and  no  step  was  ever- 
taken  without  first  securing  his  coun- 
sel. 

The  deceased  was  married  on  Sept  1^ 
1887,  to  Elizabeth  Bennett  and  of  the 
eight  children  born  to  them  four  are 
living.  They  are  Dr.  Harry  W.  Trim-- 
mer  of  Harvey's  Lake.  Julia  M.,  ESd- 
win  S.  and  Francis,  all  of  White  Haven. 
His  wife  died  several  years  ago. 


GARY  FAMILY  REUNION. 

(Written  for  the  Record.) 

The  annual  reunion,  of  the  Cary 
family  was  held  at  Valley  View  Park* 
Aug.  31,  1905,  about  250  bein«  la  at- 
tendance. Although  the  attendance 
was  not  as  large  as  last  year  there 
were  many  new  faces. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  business  meeting  wav 
opened  by  singing  "Blest  Be  the  Tie- 
That  Binds,"  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Seth 
C.   Cary. 

It  was  unanimously  decided  to  erect 
memorials  to  Eleazer  and  Barnabas 
Cary  and  a  committee  of  six  was  ap- 
polntM  to  prepare  details. 

A  constitution  was  adopted  and  it 
wa?  decided  to  become  a  branch  of  the 
"John  Cary  Descendants,"  of  which 
Rev.  Seth  C.  Cary  is  president. 
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John   Miner  Cary   Marble,   president 
Kit  the  National  Bank  of  California  aL- 
Los  An^reles,    was   present   and   made 
some  interesting  remarks.    Mr.  Marble 
is  a  great  grandson  of  John  Cary  of 
Carytown,    and   has  spent   much   time 
and  money  collecting  geneology  of  the 
Cary    family.     Rev.    Seth    C.    Cary   of 
Dorchester.  Boston,  made  the  principaL 
address.     He  gave  an  interesting  talk 
on  the  English   Carys,  also    of    John^ 
Cary,  the  first  to  arrive  in  this  coun- 
try.    Rev.  Mr.  Cary  is  making  an  ef- 
fort to  publish  the  history  of  the  Eng- 
lish  Carys.   written  by   the  late  Prot 
Henry  Grosvenor    Cary    of   Boston,    if 
he    receives    the     necessary     finajicial. 
support. 

The  president  of  the  local  branch,. 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Smith  of  West  Pittston,  re- 
ported having  attended  the  reunion  of 
the  "Joha  Cary  Descendants"  at  Broc- 
ton,  Mass.,  Aug.  16  to  17.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  15th  a  reception  was  held 
at  the  Hotel  Belmont,  On  the  16th  the 
reunion  was  held  at  Porter  Church. 
Nearly  two  score  of  the  family  braved 
the  elements  and  after  the  reunion  in 
Porter  Church  took  a  Bridgwater  car. 
At  Howard  street  the  car  was  met  by 
Joseph  A.  Crane,  the  secretary  of  the 
Brid«rwater  Historical  Society,  who- 
conducted  the  party  to  the  monument, 
explaining  to  its  members  the  points  of 
Interest  along  the  way.  Howard  Cary 
Dunham  of  West  Bridgwater,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  family  and  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  erection  of  the  mem- 
orial, was  of  the  party  and  assisted. 
In  the  work.  Arriving  at  the  monument 
the  members  of  the  family  inspected. 
It  thoroughly.  The  general  opinion 
was  that  it  is  a  substsuttial  memorial, 
to  a  man  of  substantial  character  and  sl 
most  fitting  emblem  of  the  solidity  of 
the  family. 

The  program  included  an  elaborate 
unveiling  of  the  memorial,  but  owing 
to  the  rainy  weather,  it  was  omitted. 

Upon  the  invitation  of  Rev.  Howard 
Cary  Dunham,  the  party  visited  the 
old  Brid^rwater  historical  rooms  and 
was  addressed  t>y  Mr.  Crane  on  the  his- 
toric places  in  the  vicinity.  While 
there  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen, 
George  F.  Logue.  who  received  the 
memorial  in  behalf  of  the  town,  was- 
introduced. 

The  monument  is  seven  feet  high, 
with  an  apex  five  feet  square  and 
stands  in  a  triangle  at  the  junction  of 
the  two  streets.  It  is  supposed  to 
mark  a  corner  of  the  old  homestead 
farm.     On  the  south  face  is  a  bronze- 
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tablet  thirty-six  Inches  by  thirty 
inches.  The  tablet  faces  the  site  of  the 
house  built  and  occupied  by  John  Gary 
and   bears  this  inscription: 

"Near  this  spot  was  the  home  of 
John  Gary,  born  in  Somersetshire, 
Kngland.  He  became  In  1651  an  origi- 
nal proprietor  and  honored  settler  on 
this  river.  The  clerk  of  the  planta- 
tion. When  the  town  of  Bridgrwater 
was  incorporated  In  1656  he  was  elected 
constable,  the  first  and  only  officer  of 
that  year.  Town  clerk  until  his  death 
in  1681.  Tradition  says  he  was  the 
first  teacher  of  Latin  in  Plymouth 
colony.  This  tablet  is  erected  by  his 
descendants,  a  memorial  for  a  noble 
and  historic  ancestor." 

The  following  excellent  poem,  by  the 
Rev.  Otis  Gary,  a  missionary  located 
in  Klota.  Japan,  was  sent  to  be  read 
by  the  president  at  the  unveiling  of 
the  monument: 

Gathered  to-day  that  you  may  mark  the 

spot 
Where    stood   the   house   of   those   whose 

names  we  bear. 
You  look  around  to  see  if  there  be  oiight 
Of  wnat  th'jy  saw  when  first  they  settled 

there. 

Green    fields   replace    the    grim   primeval 
woods, 
No   more   within  its  shade   the  Indians 
roam. 
And  on   the  spot  where  once   their  wig- 
wams stood 
Arc  churches,  schools  and  many  a  happy 
home. 

And  is  there  nothing  left  that  still  retains 
The  same  appearance  as  in  former  days? 
Lrjok  up  for  there  the  same  blue  sky  re- 
mains. 
And  still  the  sun  pours  out  its  golden 
rays. 

Thick  clouds  at  times  may  cover  o'er  the 
sky. 
Or  earth-bom  mists  conceal  It  from  our 
sight: 
Beyond    the   clouds    the   sun    still   shines 
as   Iiigh, 
And  waits  to  bless  us  with  its  warmth 
%nd  light. 

; 
But  what  of  earth?  See  where  that  river 
fiows, 
Just  as  it  fiowed  when  first  our  fathers 
came; 
Year  after  year  on  toward  the  sea  It  goes, 
£}ach    moment   different,    evermore   the 
same 
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Its    banks   are   chanfired;    the   lordly   pine 
and  oak 
l^neath   whose  shade   the  deer   allayed 
their  thirst. 
Have  fallen  'neath  the  woodman's  sturdy 
stroke. 
Yet  stni  the  stream  floi^vs  on  as  at  the 
first. 

What   grives   chief  beauty  -to   this  limped 
stream 
Is  that  It  mirrors  what  it  sees  on  higrh; 
Its    sparkling   waters    with    the    sunligrht 
Sleams, 
Their  blue  is  but  the   reflection   of  the 
sky. 

! 
'Thus  In  a  ohangingr  world  we  still  may  see 
God  in  the  heaven,  and  our  hearts  may 
bear 
•The  heavenly  image  making  us  to  be 
One  with  the  man  who  spirit  we  would 
share. 

Things  outward     change,     but     heavenly 

things  endure: 
The  Fathers  spirit  with  their  sons  may 

stay; 
And  blessed  they  who  keep  their  heiirts 

so  pure 
That  they  reflect  God's  face  from  day  to 

day. 

Thursday,  the  17th,  was  devoted  to  a 
trip  to  ''Plymouth  Rock."  All  drank 
from  the  Blder  Brewster  spring,  and 
visited  many  other  Interesting  places, 
returning  to  Boston  by  boat. 

In  glancing  through  Mitchell's  his- 
tory of  Bridgwater  we  find  that  Miles 
Standish.  Jr..  married  a  Gary,  also  the 
first  wife  o£  Col.  Nathan  Dennison  was 
Anna  Gary. 

There  was  a  third  reunion  of  Garys 
on  Aug.  23.  at  Catamount  Hill.  Col- 
rain.  Mass..  with  about  200  in  attend- 
ance. 

Last  March  a  western  branch  was  or- 
ganized at  Chicago. 

The  old  officers  of  the  local  associa- 
tion are  the  same  for  this  year:  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  A.  G.  Smith,  West  Pittston; 
"Vice  presidents,  W.  H.  Derby,  John  C. 
Downing,  Charles  M.  Williams.  Bate- 
man  D.  Gary;  secretary.  Mrs.  Stella 
Williamson:  treasurer,  Mrs.  Isaac 
Jones:  corresponding  secretarj-.  S.  Jud- 
son   Stark;   auditor.   Kdaon  W.   Gary. 

The  next  reunion  will  be  held  at  Val- 
ley View  Park  on  the  last  Thursday  In 
August.  1906. 

Tlien  let  ♦^-ach  who  bears  the  Gary  name 
Remember   whence   his  shield   and   motto 

came; 
R'^member,  too,  the  one  who  broug^ht  them 
o'er 
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"The  ocean's  wave  to  this  New  England 

shore. 
All  that  the  fathers  have  by  valor  gained 
Must  by  the  sons  be  valiantly  maintained. 
'Then  take  the  shield:  go  forward  to  tlie 

fight. 
Guard  well  the  roses;  may  their  silvery 

light 
.  Shine  on  brave  deeds  performed  for  truth 
and  right. 

Those  in  attendance  were:  Rev. 
Seth  C.  Gary  and  wife,  Bo»ton;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Miner  Gary  Mmrble,  Los 
Angeles.  GaL;  Mrs.  Bfftdlr  Downing, 
Hartford.  Conn.;  Mr.  «&<!  lin.  C.  F. 
Watrous,  Jr.,  Richard  and  Helen  Wat- 
rou8,  Dallas;  S.  Judson  Stark.  West 
Pittston:  Grace  W.  Downing.  Tork; 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Downing,  Scran- 
ton;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  Downing, 
Wilkes-Barre;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Smith,  Miss  Fannie  Smith.  Ripple 
Smith.  Alice  Gary  Smith,  West  Pitts- 
ton;  L*aura  and  Fannie  Gary,  Camden, 
N.  J.;  Mrs.  R.  £:.  Thomas,  sons  Robert 
and  Hiram.  Wilkes-Barre;  Mrs.  Isaac 
Jones.  Jermyn;  Stella  Williamson.  Mrs. 
Blearer  Gary,  Gracedale;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Gary  and  children,  Harold,  Karl, 
Agnes.  Rachel,  E3mily,  Ashley;  Charles 

D.  Gary.  M.  R.  Gary,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Gary, 
Stroudsburg;  Charles  M.  Williams, 
Plainsville;  Mrs.  Scott  Stark  and  son, 
Plalnsville;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  B. 
Gary,  Margaret,  Rachel  and  May  Gary, 
Rendham;  Mrs.  William  Smith.  EJlm- 
dale;  Mrs.  W.  P.  Ketohum,  Scranton; 
Miss  Ellen  Gary,  Madison viUe;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Milton  R.  Gary,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  V.  Gary.  J.  Eleazer,  Helen  G..  Stella 
C.  Gary,  Scranton;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Rose, 
Buffalo;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bleaser  Gary  and 
daughter,  Jennie.  Pittston;  Charles  D., 
Anna  K.,  Mary  C,  Harriet  A..  Cyrus  E., 
Charles  H.,  Morris  W.  Gary.  Strouds- 
burg;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Rug- 
hard  and  daughter.  Lulu,  Mrs.  Elisa- 
beth Fleegar.  Moosic;  Mrs.  George 
^filler  and  daughters,  Bthel.  Elsie, 
Florence.  Pearl  and  son.  Arthur.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Schaule  and  daughters,  Harriet 
and  Laura,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Mc- 
Cracken.  Mrs.  George  Hollenback  and 

•  son  Ray.  Mrs.  John  Smerdon.  and  sons, 

Mr.   and   Mrs.   Giles     Hoover,     Emery 

■  Gary.  Alvoretta  Gary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F. 

E.  Kennedy.  Alverda  and  Kenneth 
Kennedy.  Mrs.  J.  F.  Kennedy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Llewellyn.,  Lauretta,  Reba, 
Aliardce.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Race  and  sons, 
Harry  and  Merritt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  D. 
Secor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  S.  Wilcox,  F. 
R.  Gary.  Jermyn;    M.  B.  Gary,   Agnes 
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'Cary  Snyder,  Mr.  and  Mr».  H.  D.  Cary 
and  children.  May  and  Lieo.  Mr.  ajid 
Mrs.  B.  K.  Cary.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Martin  and 
»on,  Howard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Q. 
PremptOT.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Wharen.  Charles 
F.  Wharen,  White  Haven;  B.  D.  Cary, 
New  Columbus;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon 
Getts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Oakley  and 
children,  EmJly  and  Bernlce.  Scranton; 

.Mrs.  Levi  Welch  and  children.  Henry, 
Arthur,  CharleA  and  Levi,  Mrs.  La- 
fayette Vanslckle,  F.  H.  Cary,  Water- 
town;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Cary,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  S.  Parks,  Mrs.  John 
R.  McCluskle  and  sons,  James,  Albert, 
Thomas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Wil- 
liams. Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Goss,  Mrs. 
A.  Sutliff  and  daug-hter.  Hazle.  David 
Cary.  Feby  Cary.  Mrs.  C.  SutUfT,  Mrs. 
Albert  J.  Moores.  New  York  City;  Rob- 
ert M.  Cary,  Jermyn;  Mrs.  Charles 
Bacon.  Horace  C.  Wilcox.  Mae  Cary, 
Stroudsburg;  Mrs.  Jennie  Cary,  John  S. 
Healey  and  wife,  Mrs.  John  Luke,  Mrs. 
Laura  Diggory  and  son.  John,  Mrs.  B. 
J.  Walters  and  daughter.  Besaie.  Jen- 
nie and  May  Smith.  Wilkes-Barre;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Will  and  two  chil- 
dren. Marion  and  Robert,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Schaule  and  two  daughters,  Laura  and 
Hattle;  Plymouth;  W.  D.  Oakley. 
Scranton.  Miss  Jennie  Cary,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ezra  C.  Cary  and  children, 
Eugene,  Raymond,  Margarette,  Violet, 
Arthur.  Pottsvllle;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  F. 
Horn  baker,  Jermyn;  Mrs.  Anna  Cross- 
man,  J.  W.  Mathews.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Mat- 
hews. C.  W.  Dettrlck.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
A.  Cary.  H.  W.  Cary.  Hartford;  Lydia 
Cary,  Mrs.  Ruth  Warner,  Daniel  Cary, 
Mrs.  Catherine  A.  Wheeler  and.  daui?h- 
ters.  Jennie  and  Ruth,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  D.  Quick.  Pittston;  George  P. 
Berry.  Honesdale;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Cary,  Athens;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  M. 
Rainey.  Dallas:  Charles  W.  and  Sarah 

C.  Cary.  Tunkhannock;  C.  J.  Watklns. 
Miss    Imogene     Skellenger,  Mrs.  Lucy 

'  Skellenger,  John  Cary,  Tunkhannock; 
Mrs.  K  H.  Samson,  Lehman  Cary;  H. 

D.  Cary,  attorney.  Scranton;  Mr»  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Hamlll,  Ashley,  and  a  few 
otherE   who   failed   to  register. 

A.  C.  S. 


THE  TRE8C0TT  FAMILY. 

[Dally  Record,  Sept.  15.  1905.] 
It  is  thirty-two  years  this  month 
since  I  walked  up  with  Col.  Trescott  to 
see  Patterson  Grove  camp  ground, 
which  stood  in  a  magnificent  grove  of 
\  migar  maples,  in  the  southeast  comer 
•of   Fairmount    Township,    near    wh^re 
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Kitchen  Creek  flows  Into  Huntington 
Creek  and  about  nine  miles  from  Shlck- 
shinny.  There  had,  I  presume,  been 
tons  of  maple  sugar  made  In  that 
grove  during  the  sixty  years  then  past 
and  tons  of  trout  caught  out  of  the 
creeks.  Then  more  than  200  little 
broad  tents  or  sheds  nestled  in  0omo 
kind  of  order  at  the  roots  of  those 
lordly  maples,  where  the  people^  for 
many  miles  around  came  each  August 
and  remained  ten  days  singing,  preach- 
ing, praying,  resting  and  visiting.  In 
those  days  there  were  for  me  and  oth- 
ers hearty  welcome,  and  liberal  tables 
•pread.  All  the  people  who  were  old 
then  are  now  dead.  In  18B3  a  Are  broke 
out  there,  and  not  only  burned  all  the 
cottages  but  killed  the  large  maples. 
Then  brave  hearts  and  muscular  arms 
removed  the  dead  trees,  root  and 
branch  that  the  Are  had  not  consum- 
ed and  smoothed  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  built  new  cottages  and  a  large 
auditorium  and  planted  trees,  and  now 
,  there  Is  a  handsome  little  town  stand- 
ing In  regular  order,  shaded  by  young 
trees,  while  near  still  stands  many  a 
big  tree  that  has  swayed  with  the 
storms  of  many  a  year.  The  first 
camp  meeting  ever  held  here  was  in 
1868,  remember,  the  year  Grant  was 
first  made  President. 

I  wish  I  had  time  to  tell  you  more 
about  Col.  E.  L.  Trescott,  who  died  a 
few  years  ago,  aged  96  jrears.  He  was 
such  a  man  as  a  boy  likes  to  hear  taik. 
He  was  a  bachelor,  a  gallant  colonel  of 
militia,  a  hunter,  a  fisherman,  a  lover 
of  cider,  apples,  tobacco,  maple  sugar, 
melons,  walnuts,  hickory  nuts,  etc.  His 
stories  of  killing  deer,  bears,  etc.,  were  , 
•charming.  He  talked  about  this  way 
to  me:  "Father  and  uncle  came  here 
in  June  1778,  from  Connecticut  and 
built  a  log  house  on  that  knoll  where 
that  large  chestnut  tree  stands.  In 
1778,  July  3,  when  a  messenger  had 
warned  the  people  to  rally  at  Forty 
Fort  for  safety  and  for  battle,  my 
father  reached  Forty  Fort  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  3d.  The  air  was  full  of 
smoke  from  burning  houses  and  men 
and  horses  ran  through  the  oatflelds 
and  other  grain  seeking  safety.  My 
father  broke  the  heads  of  thirty  barrels 
of  whisky  and  let  It  run  Into  the  riv- 
er. About  1794  my  father  came  back 
and  that  chestnut  tree  was  growing  up 
Inside  his  house.  I  remember  the  cold 
summer  of  1816.  It  snowed  on  the 
mountain  on  June  16,  and  there  was  Ice 
on  my  whetstone,  on  the  morning  of 
Aug.  4,  when  I  began  to   mow  in  the 
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meadow.  Truman  Tre&cott  In  1810,  cut 
his  initials  on  the  shell  of  a  turtle  and 
about  sixty  years  later,  I  found  it  for 
the  fourth  time  still  showing  the  'T.  T.' 
Thomas  Patterson  found  one  marked 
by  his  brother  Ezekiel  Patterson,  twen- 
ty-eifirht  years  after  it  was  marked.  My 
father  took  Blljah  Shoemaker's  body 
from  the  river  after  he  had  been  kill- 
ed by  the  tory,  WIndecker.  People 
here  found  pails,  chains,  axes,  etc..  that 
had  been  buried  more  than  fifty  years 
to  keep  them  from  the  Indians."  These 
and  many  other  things,  the  dear,  old 
colonel  told  me.  as  his  light  blue  eyes 
gazed  through  the  mist  of  many  years 
Into  my  wondering,  dark  brown  eyes. 
His  brother.  Truman,  had  married  my 
mother's  aunt  Betsey,  and  we  seemed 
nearly  related.  We  like  some  men 
without  being  related  to  them  by  ties 
of  blood.  He  showed  me  his  colonel's 
commission  and  the  flag  he  so  loved  to 
carry  at  the  head  of  the  Fourth  of 
July  parade.  He  was  a  clever,  gallant, 
patriotic,  fun-loving  man.  Some  may 
have  said  he  had  wicked  streaks  in 
him;  if  so.  they  seem  to  have  escaped 
my  notice  and  at  all  events  I  am  glad 
I  am  not  to  be  the  Judge.  Some  one 
told  me  that  In  his  later  days  he  would 
pray  with  the  skill  of  a  minister  and 
the  faith   and  simplicity  of  a  child. 

Nearly  the  last  time  I  saw  him  he 
stood  by  a  big  chestnut  tree  lying  on 
the  ground  and  the  winds  and  the  rains 
and  the  frosts  of  years  had  removed 
the  bark  from  Its  trunk.  He  was  bait- 
ing eel  hooks  for  some  little  boys,  those 
boys  now  have  sons  of  their  own.  It 
was  a  tender,  pathetic  sight  to  see  that 
man  of  over  90  years  of  age  so  anxious 
to  breath  luck  upon  the  fish  hooks  of 
those  white  headed  boys.  Well,  that 
hig,  chestnut  log  was  the  remains  of 
the  chestnut  tree  that  grew  up  through 
the  log  house  while  the  Trescotts  were 
waiting  In  Connecticut  for  a  permanent 
peace  to  come  to  this  part  of  our  dear 
old  State. 

C.  D.  Linskill. 


LANDMARK    DESTROYED. 

[Daily  Record.  Sept.  16,  1905.] 
The  old  Culver  homestead,  owned  by 
the  Culver  heirs,  a  farm  house  In 
Franklin  Township,  was  burned  to  the 
ground  yesterday  noon  and  with  its 
destruction  many  fond  associations 
which  endeared  the  old  house  to  the 
present  generation. 

The  Culver  farm,   which  consists  of 
about  100  acres,  has  been  the  property 
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of  the  Culvers  for  a  century  and  a 
quarter,  it  being  handed  down  from 
one  generation  to  another.  The  farm 
house  which  was  burned  yesterday 
was  erected  by  John  Culver,  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  heirs,  about  fifty 
years  ago.  When  he  died  he  left  the 
-house  and  farm  to  his  son,  D.  O.  Cul- 
ver, and  when  the  latter  died  some 
years  ago  he  left  it  to  the  present 
•heirs,  several  sons  and  daughters,  who 
reside  on  the  farm,  and  who  greatly 
mourn  the  loss  of  the  old  home,  not 
only  because  of  its  value,  but  because 
of  the  fond  memories  which  it  brouj^nt 
to  mind,  for  in  the  old  home  they  were 
born  and  spent  their  childhood  days, 
-and  it  was  natural  therefore  that  It 
was  with  a  deep  sense  of  feeling  that 
they  witnessed  the  old  home  burned  to 
the  ground.  There  is  no  Are  protec- 
tion at  Orange^  and  all  that  was  saved 
was  some  household  effects  In  two  of 
-the  rooms  on  the  first  floor. 


RECEIVED   MEDAL  FROM   FATHER 
MATHEW. 

After  Hying  a  life  well  done  for  81 
years,  Mrs,  Martin  Donnelly  of  Scran - 
ton  died  on  Monday.  Mrs.  Donnelly 
•enjoyed  the  distinction  of  having  been 
pledged  to  the  cause  of  total  abstin- 
ence when  a  girl  of  12  years  by  Rev. 
Theobald  Mathew,  the  great  Irish 
apostle  of  temperance,  himself,  and 
the  little  pewter  medal  that  he  gave 
"her  at  the  time  will  be  buried  with  her 
"When  she  is  laid  to  rest  In  the  Cathe- 
tiral  cemetery. 

Mrs.  Donnelly  was  very  proud  of  the 
honor  of  being  pledged  by  Father 
Mathew,  and  was  perhaps  the  last  liv- 
ing person  in  this  section  to  have  been 
so  pledged.  She  remembered  Father 
Mathew  well  and  recalled,  up  to  a 
short  time  before  her  death.  Just  how 
the  great  Irish  priest  looked  and  the 
impression  he  made  upon  the  people. 
Mrs.  Donnelly  was  pledged  with  a 
number  of  other  little  girls  of  her  age. 
In  the  court  house  in  the  town  of 
Shanagolden.  County  Limerick,  near 
■where  she  was  born.  That  was  In 
1838,  or  sixty-seven  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Donnelly  always  kept  her  pledge  invi- 
olate and  was  an  ardent  temperance 
advocate. 

For  years  she  made  it  a  practice  of 
attending  every  total  abstinence  cele- 
bration In  the  diocese  held  In  honor 
•of  Father  Mathew  on  October  10,  and 
was  on  the  wrecked  train  in  the  ter- 
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rible  Mud  Run  disaster  in  1889,  be- 
ing the  car  Just  behind  the  one  that 
was  telescoped. 

It  had  been  Mrs.  Donnelly's  life  wish 
that  when  she  died  the  medal  given 
her  by  Father  Mathew  be  burled  with 
her.  and  in  this  her  request  will  be 
carried  out. 

Mrs.  Donnelly  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, as  follows:  Joseph  and  Edward 
of  Buffalo,  the  former  paymaster  for 
the  Lackawanna  Iron  &  Steel  Co.,  and 
John,  of  Pittsburg,  and  Sister  Mary 
William  of  the  Order  of  the  Immacu- 
late Heart  of  Wllliamsport.  and  Miss 
Mary  Donnelly  of  Scranton. 


OLD  PITT8T0N   BUILDING. 

The  tearing  down  of  the  small  wood- 
en  building  occupied  by  C.  H.  Cutler  on 
the  west  side  of  North  Main  street, 
opposite  the  Sinclair  House,  removes 
one  of  the  oldest  structures  in  the  city. 
It  was  once  the  general  office  of  the 
Butler  Coal  Co.,  a  corporation  that 
has  been  absorbed  by  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Coal  Co.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
-company  and  at  the  time  it  was  built 
it  was  considered  a  large  structure  in 
which  to  do  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany, but  nowadays  large  coal  com- 
panies could  not  transact  thei.  busi- 
ness in  the  two  small  rooms  the  little 
building  contained.  The  company  had 
.a  capacity  of  only  about  300  tons  a  day, 
which  was  considered  remarkable  at 
that  time.  The  tracks  rap  down  to 
where  the  Sinclair  House  is  situated 
and  went  under  the  street  where  the 
coal  was  transferred  into  boats  and 
sent  to  market. 


MRS.  SHELDON  REYNOLDS  DEAD. 

[Daily  Record,  Oct.  5,  1905.] 
Mrs.  Annie  Buckingham  Dorrance 
Reynolds,  widow  of  Sheldon  Reynolds, 
uied  at  her  residence  on  South  River 
street  at  9:30  o'clock  last  night.  She 
recently  came  back  to  this  city  after 
a  summer  at  Magnolia  with  her  son, 
and  the  illness  which  hastened  her  re- 
turn resulted  in  her  death  yesterday 
•evening. 

Mrs.  Reynolds  was  .the  only  daugh- 
ter of  the  'ate  Col.  Charles  Dorrance, 
one  of  the  most  widely  known  resi- 
dents of  Wyoming  Valley.  She  is  sur- 
-^'ived  by  her  son  Dorrance  and  by 
four  brothers.  Benjamin,  J.  Ford, 
•Charles  and  John.    Her  husband,  Shel- 
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don  Reynolds,  was  at  the  time  of  hig 
death.  In  February,  1895,  a  member  of 
the  Luzerne  County  bar  and  president 
of  the  Wyoming  National  Bank,  in 
which  office  he  succeeded  Col.  Dor- 
rance. 

Mrs.  Reynolds  leaves  behind  her  a 
very  large  circle  of  friends  to  whom 
her  loss  will  be  irreparable.  She  was 
possessed  of  a  singularly  vivacious  and 
winning  personality.  Her  warmly 
sympathetic  nature  endeared  her  to  all 
with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  Her 
charities  were  numerous  but  unobtru- 
«ive;  her  unwillingness  to  have  her 
benevolences  known  being  a  note- 
worthy trait  of  her  character. 

In  her  the  Wyonriing  Chapter  of  the 
Deu'^hters  of  the  American  Revolution 
has  lost  an  active  and  enthusiastic  as- 
sociate, and  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  a  faithful  and  devoted  mem- 
ber. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  community  has 
been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
one  in  whom  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  were  blended  in  more  generous 
measure. 


DEATH  OF  MARY  A.  DAY. 

[Daily  Record.  Nov.  3,  1905.] 
The  announcement  of  the  death  of  M!r». 
Mary  A.  Day,  wife  of  Rev.  W.  J.  Day, 
pastor  of  the  Bennet  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Luzerne  Borough,  which  occurred  yea-' 
terday  nu)mlng,  caused  widespread  sor- 
row, as  she  was  known  to  many  people 
throughout  the  valley,  and  was  highly 
•esteemed  for  her  Christian  virtues  and 
amiable  disposition,  which  endeared  her 
to  her  many  friends  and  acquaintances. 
Slie  was  born  In  Philadelphia.  Feb.  24,  IMl, 
and  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  64  years. 
%  months  and  9  days  old.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry  H.  and  Elizabeth  Elsen 
Henderson  of  Philadelphia  She  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  that  city 
and  after  graduating  from  the  high  school 
took  special  instruction  in  art  and  music 
from  private  teachers. 

She  and  her  husband  were  bgth  con- 
nscted  with  the  North  Fourth  street 
church  of  Philadelphia,  of  which  Rev. 
FYancis  D.  I>add,  a  brotiier-In-law  of  the 
late  Rev.  H.  H.  Welles,  was  the  pastor. 
Deceased  was  united  In  marriage  to  Rev. 
William  J.  Da^,  who  had  just  entered 
the  Home  Missionary  field  In  the  Wyo- 
ming Valley,  Aug.  28,  1865.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  Rev.  George  W.  Mlus- 
grave,  D.  D..  lA^.  D.,  in  the  North  Tenth 
JStreet  church  In  Philadelphia. 
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Those  who  survive  her  are  her  husband, 
four  sons— Harry  S.  of  Patterson,  N.  J.; 
Prof.  C.  Will  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Clar- 
ence M.  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Stewart,, 
a  student  at  Princeton;  also  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Watt,  at  home.  Her  own 
family  connections  are:  Mrs.  Caroline 
E.  Calveriey,  Mrs.  Fi'ank  C.  Wamick  and 
Mrs.   Fanny  Moore,  all  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Day  resided  at  Ashley 
for  twenty-one  years.  About  fifteen  years 
aero  Mr,  Day  was  called  as  pastor  of  the 
Plymouth  Presbyterian  Church,  and  they 
resided  there  for  several  years,  later  go- 
ing to  Luzerne  Borough. 

Mrs.  Day  had  been  in  ill  health  durlng^ 
most  of  the  summer,  but  was  not  consid- 
ered seriously  ill  until  a  few  days  agd. 
The  Immediate  cause  of  death  was  heart 
trouble. 


DEATH  OF  THOMAS  TAYLOR. 

[Daily  Record,  Nov.  4,  1905.] 

Thomas  Taylor,  who  was  stricken 
with  paralysis  a  week  ago  while  at  his 
saddlery  store  on  Market  street,  died 
yesterday  at  the  WIlkes-Barre  City 
Hospital,  aged  68  years.  Though  he 
had  been  conscious  all  the  time,  he 
had  no  power  of  speech  and  his  wife 
and  son  were  unable  to  have  the 
slightest  communication  with  him. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  WIlkes-Barre 
Dec.  16,  1837,  and  was  the  son  of  the 
late  Judge  Edmund  Taylor.  His 
father  came  here  from  England  in  181S 
and  established  a  saddlery  store,  whIcU 
he  continued  up  to  his  death  in  1881, 
the  son  succeeding  the  father  In  the 
business,  which  is,  with  perhaps  one 
or  two  exceptions,  the  oldest  in 
Wilkes-Barre.  His  father,  a  promi- 
nent citizen,  commissioned  associate 
judge  of  Luzerne  County  In  1850.  was 
also  county  treasurer  from  1857  ta 
1859.  Thomas  Taylor's  mother  was 
Mary  Ann  Wilson  of  Connecticut. 

Deceased  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
who  came  here  from  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  by  one  son,  William  H.  Tay- 
lor of  Philadelphia,  formerly  a  news- 
paper Illustrator.  He  is  survived  by  a 
brother,  Edmund,  who  is  connected 
with  the  freight  department  of  the  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad  in  New  York 
City,  His  only  sister,  Mary,  Mrs. 
Samuel  White,  resides  at  Haverhill, 
Mass.  The  late  Mrs.  Edward  H.  Chase 
was  a  sister.  The  late  John  Taylor, 
traiWc  manager  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad,  who  died  Nov.  2,  1895,  Just 
ten  years   within    a    few   days,  was  a 
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brother.      On    his    mother's    side    Mr. 
Taylor     came     from      pioneer     stock.. 
He     was     a     grandson     of     Elnathau 
Wilson,       a       revolutionary       soldier, 
who       came       from       New       London, 
Conn.,     to     Wyoming     Valley     at     an. 
early   day.     He  located  in  Forty  Fort 
and  was  married  there  in  1798  by  Rev. 
Anning   Owen,    to   Betsey   Baker,    the- 
daughter    of    a    Connecticut    pioneer. 
Betsey  Baker's  mother  was  a  sister  of" 
the  celebrated  American  traveler,  John 
Ledyard,    who   was    with    Capt.     Cook 
when   th6    latter    was    killed    by   the 
Sandwich    Island    savages.     Elnathan 
Wilson's  hospitable  home  in  Kingston 
was    a    favorite    resort    for    itinerant 
Methodist   preachers.     Elnathan's   sis- 
ter was  employed  by  Gen.  Washington 
as   a   •^py  to   cohvey   intelligence   to   a 
revolutionary     officer    (Gen.     Thomas) 
who  was  held  on  parole  as  a  prisoner 
by  the  British,   then   in   possession   of 
New  Tork   City.     The  girl  spy  after- 
wards lived  in  Luzerne  County. 


DR.  SARAH  J.  COE  DEAD. 

[Daily  Record.  Nov.  6,  1905.] 
Dr.  Sarah  J.  Coe  died  on  Saturday 
evening  at  her  home  on  North  Frank- 
lin street  after  an  illness  of  several' 
months,  in  fact  she  never  fully  recov- 
ered from  a  stroke  of  paralysis  which 
she  sustained  three  years  ago.  Miss 
Coe  was  born  in  Pavilion,  Genessee 
County,  New  York,  of  New  England 
parentage,  her  mother  having  been- 
born  in  Connecticut  and  her  father, 
Horace  Coe,  in  Massachusetts. 

She  was  a  graduate  of  Genessee  Wea- 
leyan  Seminary  in  Lima,  N.  Y.,  in 
1864,  after  which  she  studied  art  in  Ita 
various  branches.  For  five  years  she* 
was  a  teacher  of  art  and  modern  lan- 
guages in  seminaries  in  Wisconsin  and. 
Michigan.  By  invitation  of  the  art 
committee  she  and  her  pupils  had  pic- 
tures on  exhibition  at  the  Centennial 
in  Philadelphia  in  1876. 

She  graduated  in  homeopathic  medi- 
cine from  the  University  of  Michigan-, 
and  after  a  year  of  hospital  and  dis- 
pensary work  she  located  in  Wilkes- 
Barre  in  September,  1879.  She  wa»-. 
identified  with  the  Homeopathic  Medi- 
cal Soclet"  of  Northern  Pennsylvania 
and  was  honored  by  the  State  Society,, 
in  being  made  censor,  chairman  of  bu— 
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reau.  and  vice  president.  She  was  also 
State  secretary  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment af  the  Queen  Isabella  Assocla-^ 
tlon  In  connection  with  the  World** 
Fair. 

Dr.  Coe  -^as  very  fond  of  travel  and 
her  last  Illness  was  Induced,  it  is  be- 
lieved, by  a  trip  she  took  to  AlaskBi. 
during  the  summer  Just  past.  The  ef- 
fort overtaxed  her  failing  strength  and. 
on  her  return  she  was  compelled  to 
brea-  her  Journey  and  recuperate  atw 
the  home  of  a  sister  in  Muskegon,  Mich. 
She  returned  to  Wilkes-Barre  a  few 
weeks  ago  much  the  worse  for  her 
summer  outing.  She  felt  that  her  work 
was  done  and  she  had  no  desire  to  live- 
longer. 

Dr.  Coe  was  one  of  the  most  active- 
workers  in  the  First  M.  E.  Church,, 
from  which  organization  she  will  be. 
sorely  missed.  One  feature  in  which 
she  made  herself  especially  useful  was 
in  organizing  here  the  home  depart- 
ment of  the  Sunday  school,  a  depart- 
ment in  which  shut-in  persons  could 
keep  in  touch  with  the  Sunday  school 
by  means  of  home  study.  Twenty  years 
a<70  when  the  Sunday  school  was 
graded  Dr.  Coe  was  selected  as  the 
teacher  of  the  reserve  corps,  and  as  she 
was  a  thorough  bible  student  she  filled 
the  post  most  acceptably.  She  was  the 
originator  of  the  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety of  the  First  Church.  She  was  the^ 
first  president  of  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association  and  was  a  vol- 
unteer physician  to  the  Old  Ladies* 
Home. 

She  left  a  paper  with  her  lawyer, 
George  K.  Powell,  specifying  in  detait 
the  arrangements  for  her  funeral,  se- 
lecting the  pall  bearers,  telling  where- 
to find  the  data  of  her  life  and  her 
burial  '-arments.  She  expressed  a  de- 
sire that  no  flowers  be  sent  and  that^ 
the  body  b6  not  exposed  to  public  view, 
it  being  her  wish  to  be  remembered  as* 
she  was  in  life.  She  also  wished  no 
singing  and  no  funeral  eulogy. 

Of  seven  brothers  and  sisters,  she 
was  the  fourth  to  die,  all  in  three- 
years.  One  was  a  brother.  Dr.  William 
H.  Coe  of  Auburn,  N.  Y..  whose  death 
two  years  ago  profoundly  depressed 
her.  a  condition  of  melancholy  from 
which  she  did  not  recover.  Those  who 
survive  are  Mrs.  D.  B.  Salsbury  of 
Muskegon.  Mich..  Mrs.  T.  O.  Thorpe 
of  St.  Paul  and  W.  E.  Coe  of  Clarence,, 
Iowa. 
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EARLY  WELSH  SETTLERS. 

[Daily  Record.  Nov,  7,  1905.] 
(Contributed.) 
Editor  of  the  Record: 

Please  oblige  the  undersigned  by  giv- 
ing space  in  the  columns  of  your  daily 
issue  to  the  following  reminiscence  of 
the  flrst  Welsh  religious  gatherings  in 
Wilkes-Barre  Borough  and  township. 
Some  persons  of  late  have  been  inquir- 
ing of  me  of  the  dates  and  where  the 
Welsh  people  first  congregated  as  a  re- 
ligious congregation.  In  1865  myself 
and  family  came  to  Wilkes-Barre,  at 
that  time  Wilkes-Barre  Township,  the 
Welsh  people  of  a  few  dozen  of  mixed 
denominations  held  their  first  religrious 
services  at  the  old  Empire  and  few  at 
Blackman  street  school  houses.  In  1866 
the  Welsh  Calvlnlstic  Methodists  built 
and  opened  the  flrst  Welsh  Chapel  in 
or  about  Wilkes-Barre,  located  at  the 
corner  of  Northampton  and  Meade 
streets.  Then  the  Baptists  though  very 
few  in  number  separated  and  conven- 
ed for  worship  at  Public  Square  in  a 
hall  between  West  Market  and  North 
Main  streets,  either  in  the  fall  of  186& 
or  the  spring  of  1867,  and  a  few  years 
after  they  built  for  themselves  a  chapel 
also.  As  near  as  I  am  able  to  remem- 
ber in  1870  or  1871,  said  chapel,  the  first 
Welsh  Baptist,  was  then  located  at 
Sheridan  street  between  floujth  and 
Northampton  streets  but  later  It  was 
burned.  So  now  or  since  their  loss  by 
fire  they  erected  a  new  chapel  on  Meade 
street  nor  far  from  the  Calvinistlc 
Methodist. 

So  in  course  of  time  while  the  Welsh 
people  were  immigrating  into  Wyoming 
Valley,  especially  Wilkes-Barre.  the 
Congregationalist,  nearly  about  the 
same  dates  as  the  Baptists,  erected  for 
themselves  a  chapel  which  now  stands 
but  was  enlarged  later,  situated  on 
Hillside  street,  of  which  Rev.  T.  C.  Ed- 
wards of  Kingston  became  its  flrst  pas- 
tor. Probably  he  may  have  more  re- 
liable data  than  I  have  of  their  flrst 
organization. 

Therefore.  Mr.  Editor,  or  whom  thi» 
communication  may  concern,  you  may 
observe  the  Welsh  in  those  early  days 
on  the  American  continent,  like  many 
other  nationalities  had.  and  still    pos- 
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8es8  different  religions  to  suit  their 
convictions.  And  in  addition  it  can  be 
said  that  the  Welsh  people  <is  a  nation 
within  the  Commonwearil.  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  well  as  in  other  States,  are 
enjoying  themselves  in  worshiping  Ood 
to  their  heart's  content  and  in  peace 
with  other  religious  denominations  ir- 
respective of  creed  or  nationalities.  We 
have  history  handed  to  us  of  one  singu- 
lar person  whose  equal  or  superior 
never  will  appear  to  mankind  again. 
When  he  preached  unto  the  multitudes: 
"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart  for  they 
shall  see  God." 

In  my  estimation  it  was  the  most 
universal  sentiment  and  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  existence  of  a  God  as  a 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  entire  universe. 
In  conclusion,  hoping  that  this  com- 
munication may  be  satisfactory  to  the 
inquiring  friends,  and  by  the  way,  some 
may  wonder  why  I  appeal  to  the  Rec- 
ord for  publication  of  this,  my  answer 
is.  the  Welsh  people  are  more  addicted 
to  reading  English  than  Welsh  news- 
papers, so  I  take  the  Wilkes-Barre  Rec- 
ord as  a  popular  paper  among  the 
Welsh  In  Luzerne  County. 

Thomas  E.   John, 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 


LIVED  NEARLY  A  CENTURY. 

Near  St.  John's  I  met  Father  Ransom 
Ycung.  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  L#u- 
zerne  County,  father  of  Daniel.  Ben- 
jamin and  Edward  Young.  I  think  his 
son.  Daniel,  is  about  70  years  of  age.  I 
found  the  old  gentleman.  Ransom 
Toung,  digging  potatoes.  He  is  tall 
and  slender,  stoops  a  little,  and  is 
somewhat  hard  of  hearing.  He  will  be 
95  years  of  age  on  Nov.  8»  1905.  His 
memory  and  Judgment  are  good.  I  will 
pen  a  few  things  he  told  to  me:  "I 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  on 
Nov.  8,  1810.  Mother  died  when  I  was 
18  months  old.  and  when  I  was  23 
months  old    my   father   went   to   fight 

the  Indians  in  Ohio  and  never  returned 
and  I  was  given  to  Mosier  until  I  was 
21  years  of  age.  Mosier  was  a  cooper 
by  trade,  and  I  could  make  barrels, 
etc.  I  went  building  wind  mills  for 
fanning  out  grain  and  came  to  Wilkes- 
Barre  with  Walter  B.  Godfrey  and  we 
worked  in  a  shop  on  South  Main  street,. 
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opposite  the  store  of  Mr.  Cady.  I 
helped  make  a  hundred  windmills  in 
Wllkes-Barre.  Then  we  went  to 
Aaronsburgr.  Centre  County,  and  made 
windmills  there  for  three  yearE.  Then 
I  came  to  Black  Creek,  this  county, 
about  1835,  and  then,  iq  1837,  I  married 
Rachel  Shellhammer,  daughter  of  Dan-- 
iel  Shellhammer.  Our  shop  was  near 
where  the  Stephen  Turnbach  place  is. 
Bachel  died  Nov.  15,  1889.  Father-in- 
law  Daniel  ShelFhamsmer  died  Oct.  21^ 
18«2.  The  shop  we  worked  in  in  Wilke»- 
Barre  belon^d  to  Mr.  Thomas,  a  oabi-  - 
net  maker.  When  Godfrey  and  I 
walked  out  East  Market  street  we  saw 
the  men,  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  dig- 
ging the  canal.  We  went  up  on  the 
hill  and  gathered  a  lot  of  wild  grapes. 
I  came  here  in  the  woods  and  built  a 
house.  That  old  cherry  tree  is  the 
first  tree" planted  here.  Mrs.  Christian 
Diesroth  of  Wilkes -Barre  is  my  grand- 
daughter. She  has  two  sons  and  a 
daughter.  I  do  not  want  to  live  any 
longer  than  my  Maker  is  willing  to- 
take  me.'* 

This  bright,  active  old  gentleman 
lives  with  his  son  Edward  on  his  old" 
farm  up  above  St.  Johns,  on  Nesco- 
peck  Creek,  as  you  go  toward  Honey 
Hole  and  Mount  Teager.  L. 


HISTORICAL  MISTAKES^ 

[Daily  Record,  Nov.  21,  1905.] 
(Written  for  the  Record.) 

Some  reader  may  say:  "Who  is  Bras- 
tus  Brooks?  I  don't  care  for  him  nor 
his  mistakes." 

Erastus  Brooks,  a  distinguished  edi- 
tor and  politician  of  New  York  City  in 
an  address  at  a  great  assembly  which 
had  met  to  dedicate  the  monument 
which  had  been  erected  to  commemor- 
ate Sullivan's  victory  over  the  Indians 
and  Tories,  near  the  present  town  of 
Wellsburg,  N.  Y.,  said: 

"Why  did  the  chief  of  the  campaign 
of  1779,  pause  at  Wyoming  from  the 
month  of  May — the  time  he  was  order- 
ed to  move  with  two  regiments  to  the- 
Indian  country,  and  did  not  move  un- 
til August?" 

In  the  first  place  Gen.  Sullivan  neVer 
received  any  such  order.  Mr.  Brooks 
must  have  dreamed  it.  Gen.  Sullivan 
did  not  move  sooner  because  the  pro- 
visions and  supplies  had  not  been  col- 
lected, and  he  was  unwilling  to  take 
an  army  of  nearly  4.000  men  Into  the 
wilderness  more  than  200  miles  from^^ 
the  borders  of  civilization,  without  the- 
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necessary  supply  of  provisions  to  keep 
his  men  from  starvlngr  to  death.  The 
authorities  of  Pennsylvania,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  have  had  a  supply  of 
provisions  collected  at  Wyoming  in.. 
May,  had  but  a  small  quantity  there  at 
that  time  and  much  of  It  was  unfit  for 
human  food.  Not  a  pound  of  the  salt- 
ed meat  was  fit  to  eat,  and  many  of 
the  cattle  collected  were  too  poor  to 
travel.  The  commissary  and  clothing 
departments  were  in  a  deplorable  con- 
dition. On  the  2l8t  of  July  Gen.  Sulli- 
van wrote  that  not  more  than  a  third 
of  his  men  had  a  shirt  to  their  backs. 

Instead  of  exerting  themselves  to 
provide  the  supplies  so  urgently  need- 
ed, and  without  which  the  expedition 
could  not  start,  the  Pennsylvania  au- 
thorities complained  that  the  requisi- 
tions of  Gen.  Sullivan  were  exorbitant^ 
and  threatened  to  prefer  charges 
against  him  before  congress.  On  the 
14th  of  July  Col.  Hubley  wrote  to 
President  Reed:  "Our  expedition  Is 
carrying  on  rather  slow  owing  to  the 
delay  of  our  provisions.  I  sincerely 
pity  Gen.  Sullivan.  People  who  are 
not  acquainted  with  the  situation  and 
reason  of  delay,  I  am  Informed,  censure 
him,  which  is  absolutely  cruel  and  un- 
just. No  man  can  be  more  assiduous 
than  he  is." 

There  were  many  influential  people 
in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  who  did  not 
want  the  expedition  to  go.  and  threw 
all  the  obstacles  in  its  way  they  pos- 
sibly could.  The  Quakers,  a  numerous 
and  wealthy  body,  were  opposed  to  war 
on  principle,  and  of  course,  would  do 
nothing,  and  it  was  believed  that  the 
"Pennymite"  party,  including  men  of 
large  wealth  and  considerable  political 
influence,  who  had  extensive  tracts  of 
land  in  Wyoming,  and  up  the  Susque- 
hanna which  they  held  by  Pennsylvania  . 
title,  did  not  want  the  Indians  driven 
from  New  York  to  Canada  lest  the 
menace  would  be  removed  and  the  Con- 
necticut settlers  all  be  back  on  their 
possessions. 

The  Indians  the  year  before  had  ac- 
complished what  the  Pennymites  had 
been  unable  to  do  by  writs  of  eject- 
ments, sheriff's  posses,  and  armies  of 
militia— they  had  driven  the  "intrud- 
ers" from  the  lands  in  dispute,  and 
they  did  not  want  them  punished. 

Soldiers  under  Gen.  Sullivan  were 
six  weeks  collecting  supplies  which  he 
had  expected  would  be  on  the  ground 
at  Wyoming   on   his  arrival  there. 

On  the  24th  of  July  Capt.  Cummlngs 
who  had  been  sent  down  the  river  to 
Coxestown— five  miles     above     Harris- 
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burg  for  sui>plies,  returned  with  112 
boats  loaded;  Gen.  Hand  havingr  been 
sent  down  with  troops  to  guard  the- 
boats,  and  pull  them  up  the  falls  with- 
ropes. 

Gen.  Sullivan  Anally  started  on' his- 
expedition  so  short  of  provisions  that 
at  Newtown  (Elmlra)  he  had  to  put. 
hls  men  on  short  rations,  but  the  corn, 
squashes,  and  melons  found  in  the  In- 
dian country  fortunately  supplied  the 
deficiency. 

Mr.  Brooks  blames  Gten.  Sullivan  for 
not  going  on  to  Niagara  and  taking  the 
fort,  and  driving  the  Indians  and  Tor- 
ies over  into  Canada,  That  was  not  in. 
his  instructions.  He  could  not  have 
taken  the  fort  by  storm,  without  losing 
half  his  men  and  as  to  sitting  down  be- 
fore it  to  reduce  it  by  the  slow  process^ 
of  a  siege  was  out  of  the  question  sls 
he  had  no  artillery;  the  little  cannon 
used  at  the  battle  of  Newtown  having 
been  left  behind.  He  had  no  provisions 
for  carrying  on  a  siege,  and  no  means 
of  procuring  them.    , 

Mr.  Brooks  says:  "Gen,  Gates  de- 
clined tc  command  the  expedition  for 
reasons  not  stated." 

Gen.  Gates  certainly  did  state  his  rea- 
sons for  declining  the  command.  He 
said  he  "did  not  possess  youth  and 
strength,"  which  were  indispensable  for 
the  commander   of   the   expedition. 

Mr.  Brooks  makes  the  reckless  state- 
ment that:  "Neither  the  Six  Nations, 
nor  any  of  the  Indian  race,  ever  de- 
stroyed growing  crops,  gardens  or  fruit 
trees."  They  practiced  burning  houses, 
barns  and  grain  stacks,  and  if  they  did 
not  destroy  growing  crops,  gardens  and 
fruit  trees,  it  was  because  it  was  too 
much  trouble. 

Mr.  Brooks  says:  "The  Indians  in 
the  fair  valley  of  Wyoming  killed  all 
those  who  sought  protection  in  Forty 
Fort  as  it  was  called  (in  memory  of  the 
number  who  fied  there  for  safety) 
sparing  neither  age,  nor  sex — Queen 
Esther,  a  half-breed,  alone  tomahawk- 
ing fourteen  persons  in  revenge  for  her 
one  son  slain."  In  the  first  place,  the 
Indians  did  not  kill  anybody  In  Forty 
Fort  except  a  man  whom  their  com- 
mander claimed  as  a  deserter  from  the 
British  army  in  Canada,  and  the  man 
did  not  deny  it.  In  the  second  place 
the  fort  was  not  named  In  memory  of 
the  number  who  fled  there  for  safety. 
The  number  who  marched  out  to  fight 
the  disastrous  battle  numbered  484,  and 
the  women  and  children  left  in  the  fort 
probably  numbered  six  or  eight  hun- 
dred, or  more.    No  doubt  the  fort  was- 
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named  in  memory  of,  and  by  the  first 
forty  settlers  In  Kingston  Townsihljy, 
to  whom  free  farms  had  been  given  by 
the  Susquehanna  Company  on  condi- 
tion that  they  should  "man  their 
rights"— defend  them  against  the  Penn- 
sylvania claimants. 

The  killing  of  fourteen  persons  by 
•Queen  EJsther  was  a^t  "Bloody  Rock," 
three  or  four  miles  above  Forty  Fort. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  educated 
man  ever  made  so  many  glaring  mis- 
takes in  a  single  address,  as  Mr. 
Brooks  did  In  historical  address  at  the 
dedication  of  Sullivan's  monument  near 
Wellsburg.  J.  W.  Ingham. 

Sugar  Run.  Pa. 


MA88ACRE  OF  ABBOTT  AND  WIL- 
LIAMS. 

To  the  EMI  tor  of  the  Record; 

The  Record  of  Dec.  2,  1905,  contained 
a  deocrlptlon  of  the  monument  recently 
erected  to  the  memory  of  John  Abbott 
and  laaac  Williams,  and  a  short  ac- 
count of  the  ctrcumstatices  under 
which  It  was  erected.  As  I  believe  no 
complete  account  of  the  Incident  com- 
memorated lias  ever  been  published,  I 
thought  perhaps  it  would  be  Interesting 
to  the  Record's  readers,  especially 
those  residing  In  Plains  Tow-nshlp,  to 
firive  a  sketch  of  one  of  the  victims  and 
tell  the  true  story  of  the  tragedy. 

John  Abbott  was  born  in  Windham 
County,  Connecticut,  Sept.  27,  1741.  He 
married,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1762. 
Alice,  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Hannah  Moulter  Fuller,  and  was  an 
early  settler  In  Wyoming  Valley.  In 
1769  he  built  a  log  cabin  on  the  south- 
w^est  comer  of  Main  and  Northampton 
streets,  which  was  the  first  dwelling 
house  In  the  borough  of  Wllkes-Barre. 
The  fireplace  was  still  standlfig  in  1812. 

It  had  been  agreed  among  the  settlers 
that  when  reliable  Information  came 
that  the  enemy  was  dangerously  near, 
In  July,  1778,  the  cannon  in  Fort 
WIlkecHBarre  on  the  Public  Square,  a 
four  pounder  (the  only  one  in  the  set- 
tlement) should  be  fired  as  a  signal  to 
return  to  the  fort.  He  was  at  work 
on  the  flats,  on  the  lower  end  of  his 
farm,  probablv  near  the  spot  where  he 
was  afterwards  killed,  with  his  9-year- 
old  son  Charles.  As  Gen.  Putnam  had 
unhtched  his  horse  from  the  plough 
and  started  for  Cambridge  on  learning 
the  news  from  Lexington,  so  John  Ab- 
bott when  he  heard  the  rei)ort  of  the 
old  four  pounder,  loosened  the  oxen 
from  his  cart  and  hastened  to  the  ren- 
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d€Zvous.  LeavinsT  his  wife  and  nloe 
children  (the  oldeat  only  11  yeara  old) 
In  the  fort,  he  Joined  the  little  army 
at  Forty  Fort.  It  is  unneceseary  to 
repeat  the  story  of  the  battle.  In  the 
retreat  Mr.  Abbott,  reachingr  the  river, 
waded  across  to  Monockasy  Island.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  island  he  waded 
into  the  stream,  but  it  was  deep  and 
he  could  not  ewim.  While  he  was 
©landing  in  the  water  George  Cooper, 
an  old  soldier,  he  who  waited  to  "have 
one  more  ©hot,"  came  up  to  him,  fal- 
lowed by  some  Indians  he  had  dis- 
tanced. "Put  your  hand  on  my  shoul- 
der," said  Cooper.  The  deep  water  was 
not  far,  so  they  both  got  over.  He 
Joined  his  family  and  they  fled  down 
the  river  as  far  aa  Sunbury.  In  about 
two  weeke  he  returned  to  his  farm, 
hoping  to  save  part  of  his  harvest.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Isaac  Williams, 
(he  who  had  brought  relief  to  the  fugl- 
Uves  in  their  flight)  a  lad  of  17.  The 
Williams  and  Abbott  farms  lay  side  by 
9ide.  They  had  a  horse  with  them  and 
the  supposition  was  that  they  culti- 
vated a  few  rows  of  Indian  com  with 
the  horse  and  then  hoed  the  rows.  On 
the  18th  of  July  when  attacked  by  the 
Indians  they  were  on  the  flats  on  the 
Abbott  farm,  near  the  river,  Just  be- 
low the  Williams  property  line,  and 
About  opposite  where  the  Wintersteen 
house  now  etands.  They  had  left  the 
horoe  and  their  gun  in  the  brush  along 
Flata  Creek. 

Some  Indians  crept  along  the  creek 
in  the  brush  to  cut  off  their  retreat. 
They  shot  Abbott,  killing  him  instant- 
ly, and  threw  a  tomahawk,  striking 
Williams  In  the  back  of  the  neck,  cut- 
ting the  tendons  or  cords.  The  latter 
ran  bleeding  down  to  the  place  where 
the  railroad  track  now  runs  under  the 
Plank  road,  where  he  fell,  waa  over- 
taken by  the  Indians,  killed  and 
8cali>ed.  They  then  ecal/ped  Mr.  Abbott. 
There  was  a  deep  ravine  where  Isaac 
Williams  fell. 

Mrs.  Abbott  with  her  nine  children, 
begged  her  way  to  Hampton,  Conn. 

As  the  foregoing  narrative,  as  far  as 
is  known  to  the  writer,  has  never  been 
published.  It  is  suggested  that  it  be 
transferred  to  the  "Hl^orical  Record." 
The  account  of  the  mas»acure  of  Ab- 
bott and  Williams  was  derived  from  a 
tradition  in  the  Williams  family  and 
related  to  the  writer  by  Charles  M. 
Williams  of  Plalnsville.  and  is  in  all 
probability,  correct.  S.  R.  M. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  above  Mr. 
William©  has  informed  the  writer  that 
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he  believea  the  stronger  evidence  In  re- 
gard to  tne  place  wnere  Williams  fell 
l8  In  favor  of  a  ravine  a  few  rods  below 
the  one  above  mentioned.  He  states 
that  the  spot  where  hie  Uncle  Isaac's 
remains  were  found  was  shown  to  hl» 
uncle,  Robertaon  Williams,  by  ane  who 
knew.  S.  R.  M. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

A  meeUng  of  the  Wyoming  Historical 
.Society  was  held  Friday  evening.  Rev. 
Dr.  Henry  L.  Jones  presiding.  Charles 
H.  Gillam  was  elected  to  membership. 
Abram  Nesbitt  was  elected  a  life  mem- 
ber, as  was  his  daughter,  Sara,  and 
his  deceased  wife. 

A  historical  address  was  delivered 
by  J.  W.  Ingham  of  Sugar  Run  on 
"Olden  Times  in  Bradford  County." 
Mr.  Ingham  is  one  of  the  most  pains- 
taking of  writers  on  local  history  and 
his  address  was  listened  to  with  every 
evidence  of  interest.  It  dealt  not  only 
with  historical  data,  but  was  brighten- 
ed with  many  bits  of  old-time  humor. 
The  address  was  well  received,  was 
given  a  vote  of  thanks  and  was  re- 
ferred to  the  publication  committee. 

The  address  began  with  reference 
to  the  first  settlement  of  Bradford 
County  In  1775  by  Edward  Hicks,  a 
Tory.  In  March,  1778,  Lieut.  Col. 
Dorrauce  went  up  the  river  from 
Wilkes-Barre  with  150  men  and 
brought  the  several  Tory  families,  In 
apprehension  of  the  Indian  invasion, 
which  took  place  the  following  July. 
Col.  Dorrance  made  a  raft  of  the 
abandoned  houses  of  the  former  Mor- 
avian town  of  FrledenshUtten,  near 
Wyaluslng,  and  on  it  conveyed  the 
Tory  families  to  Wilkes-Barre,  where 
they  would  be  powerless  to  do  any  In- 
Jury.  Here  followed  sketches  of 
numerous  pioneer  settlers. 

In  those  days  wild  animals  were 
abundant  and  very  destructive  of 
sheep,  swine  and  poultry.  Reference 
was  made  to  one  season  when  thera 
•was  almost  a  famine. 


ABBOTT-WILLIAMS    MONUMENT. 

[Dally  Record,  Dec.  2,  1905.] 
Yesterday  morning  a  granite  monu- 
ment four  feet  high  and  four  feet 
square  was  placed  along  the  Duryea 
traction  line,  on  the  old  Plank  road, 
where  Carey  street.  Plains,  Interoects. 
It  commemorates  John  Abbott  and 
Isaac   Williams,    two   early   settlers  of 
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this  valley,  who  were  maiwacred  by 
the  Indians  at  the  exact  spot  where 
the  monument  now  stands.  Sidney  R. 
Miner  of  thle  city  Is  a  descendant  of 
John  Abbott,  one  of  the  men  who  was 
mcumacred,  and  through  him  funds 
were  aecured  from  the  other  descend- 
anta.  with  which  the  monument  was 
purchased  and  erected.  The*  plot  of 
ground  upon  which  the  monument  is 
erected  was  donated  by  J.  Robertson 
Williams  of  Plains,  one  of  the  deecend- 
ants  of  Isaac  Williams,  the  other  vic- 
tim. The  following  inscription  was 
cut  on  the  monument: 


Near  This  Spot 
JOHN  ABOTT, 
Aged  36  Years, 
A    Survivor    of    the    Battle    and 
Massacre  of  Wyoming,  and 
ISAAC   WILLIAMS, 
Aged  17  Years, 
Were  Killed  and  Scalped  by  In- 
dians in  July,  1778. 


The  early  history  of  the  valley  tells 
us  that  John  Abbott  was  one  of  the 
very  first  settlers  of  this  valley  and 
built  the  first  house  of  what  is  now 
the  city  of  WIlkes-Barre.  The  struc- 
ture was  built  at  what* is  now  the 
Junction  of  Main  and  Northampton 
streets  and  the  old  fire  place  could  be 
still  seen  standing  in  its  old  position 
as  late  as  1812. 

After  the  battle  of  Wyoming  Mr. 
Abbott  returned  to  Plains,  there  to 
save  what  crops  were  left  intact  from 
the  ravages  of  the  Indians,  and  while 
working  there  in  the  company  of  Isaac 
Williams,  the  two  were  scalped  by  the 
savages,  then  prowling  around  the  val- 
ley  for   the   white  man's   gore. 


SKETCH  OF  ISAAC  WILLIAMS. 

[Daily  Record,  Dec.  8,  1905.] 
A  word  as  to  Isaac  WiUkams  to  whom 
a  monument,  in  connection  with  John 
Abbott,  was  erected  a  few  days  ago. 
Hon.  Charles  Miner,  the  historian  of 
Wyoming,  says:  "John  Abbott,  who 
had  been  in  the  battle,  and  Isaac  Will- 
iams, a  young  man.  in  attempting  to 
harvest  their  wheat  on  Jacob's  Plains, 
were  waylaid  and  both  shot  and  scalp- 
ed. ••  •  Mr.  Abbott  and  Mr.  WIU- 
iams  were  ambushed  by  the  savages 
and  both  murdered  and  scalpad.   There 
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.is  a  ravine  in  the  upper  part  of  th« 
.plantation  of  Mr.  HoUenback,  above 
MiU  Creek,  where  he  fell." 

Isaac  Williams  was  the  son  of  Thad- 
deus  Williams  and  his  wife.  Prances 
Case,  who  lived  on  Northampton 
■Street,  near  Washlngrton,  in  this  city. 
He  was  born  at  Greenfield  Hill,  Conn., 
.and  was  baptized  in  infancy,  Aug.  30, 
1761.  Fifteen  days  after  the  battle  he 
Tetumed,  in  company  with  Mr.  Abbott, 
to  do  their  harvesting.  He  found  hi« 
father's  house  and  barn  burned  by  the 
enemy,  bis  cattle  stolen,  his  harvest 
almost  entirely  destroyed,— a  spot  here 
and  there  by  chance  were  only  pre- 
served. 

Mr.  Miner,  in  his  Hazleton  Travelers, 
says:  "It  is  not  my  purpose  to  fol- 
low the  Wyoming  troops  through  their 
several  campaigns.  Mr.  Thomas  Will- 
lams  was  with  them  in  constant  ser- 
vice till  their  final  discharge,  except 
when  allowed  to  return  home  on  fur- 
lough (which  was  a  frequent  practice 
In  the  service),  when  a  brother  or 
friend  took  his  place  for  a  season. 
Thus  at  one  time  his  brother  Isaac 
took  his  place  for  a  month  or  iwo. 
Isaac  was  only  17  years  old  when  he 
fell.  He  was  fearless  and  active,  ar- 
dent and  patriotic.  It  is  Impossible, 
even  at  this  date,  to  think  of  his  mel- 
ancholy fate  wthout  the  most  painful 
emotions.  He  fell  in  the  bloom  of 
youth.  In  the  dream  of  a  most  promis- 
ing manhood.  But  these  were  times 
of  great  trial  and  suffering.  The  de- 
privation of  those  nearest  and  dearest 
was  the  source  of  ordinary  aflSlctlon. 
It  was  a  common  lot."  K. 


SKETCH  OF  THOMAS  0,  YARRINQ- 

TON. 

Thomas  Oberton  Yarlngton,  who  died 

recently  at  his   residence.     107     South 

Third  street,  Reading,   was  the  son  of 

Luther  Yarlngton.   who     was  born     in 

1776  and  died  In  1836  at  Wllkes-Barre, 

and  a  grandson  of  Abel  Yarlngton.  who 

left  Conectlcut   In   1770  and   settled   at 

Wllkes-Barre.  says  the  Heading  Eagle. 

He  established  the  first  ferry  across  the 

Susquehanna  at  that  point,  and  was  a 

soldier  In  the  Revolutionary  War.  His 

^mother  was  Miss  Hannah  Abbott,  who 

was   a   descendant   of  George   Abbott, 

who   was  born  in  Yorkshire.   England, 

:and  emigrated  to  America  In  1640,  and 

was   one  of   the  founders  of  Andover, 

:Mass. 
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CIVILr  ENGINEER  FOR  SIXTY 
YEARS. 
The  late  Mr.  Yarlngton  had  sixty 
years'  experience  as  a  civil  engineer, 
doing  all  kinds  of  work,  surveying 
above  and  underground  for  railroads, 
canals,  public  roads,  cemeteries,  build- 
ing lots.  etc.  It  is  said  that  he  did 
more  work  of  this  kind  and  walked 
more  miles  than  any  other  civil  engi- 
neer now  living  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
started  as  a  rodman  when  18  years  old 
under  his  uncle.  Abiel  Abbott,  who  was 
the  second  superintendent  of  the  Lie- 
high  Coal  &  Navigation  Co..  Mauch 
Chunk.  They  commenced  exploring,  lo- 
cating and  building  the  canal  from 
Mauch  Chunk  to  White  Haven,  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-five  miles.  They  had 
to  foot  it  up  and  down  on  an  old  In- 
dian trial,  which  had  been  traveled  by 
the  Indians  to  and  from  the  Susque- 
hanna. 

ASSISTED  IN  LOCATING  MAUCH 
CHUNK  SWITCHBACK. 
He  assisted  in  the  location  of  the 
switchback  railway  from  Mauch  Chunk 
to  Summit  Hill.  He  then  went  to  Dov- 
er, N.  J.,  on  the  enlargement  of  the 
Morris  canal.  In  1S40  or  '41  he  went  to 
£^ston  and  Allentown  to  repair  the 
Lehigh  Canal,  which  was  more  or  less 
damaged  all  the  way  from  Mauch 
Chunk  to  Easton.  After  finishing  that 
he  returned  to  Mauch  Chunk  and  com- 
menced repairs  to  the  torn  canal  from 
Mauch  Chunk  to  White  Haven,  it  hav- 
ing only  been  finished  and  in  use  a 
few  years,  and  had  cost  an  immense 
sum.  They  finished  repairing  the  canal 
and  then  built  the  Lehigh  &  Susque- 
hanna Railroad  from  White  Haven 
(the  head  of  the  navigation)  across  the 
mountains  to  WIllces-Barre,  thus  con- 
necting the  Lehigh  and  the  Susque- 
hanna (in  Indian  language  the  crooked 
river),  and  this  piece  of  road  now  is 
a  part  of  the  L.  &  S.  division  of  the 
New  Jersey  Central,  from  White  Haven 
to  Wilkes-Barre,  twenty  miles.  He 
next  accepted  a  call  to  the  North 
Branch  division  of  the  State  Canal, 
from  Pittston  to  Northumberland,  to 
make  repairs  of  locks,   dams.   etc. 

WIDENING  THE   SCHUYLKILL 
CANAL. 

Before  finishing  this  work  he  received 
a  call  from  Col.  Ell  wood  Morris,  to 
come  to  Pottsvllle,  as  his  assistant  en- 
gineer in  the  widening  of  the  Schuylkill 
Canal.  He  was  sent  to  Ham<burg  and 
look    charge    of    that     division,      from 
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Bchurlkill  Haven  to  Peacock'd  locka. 
some  eighteen  miles.  Here  he  remained 
oip  to  the  middle  of  May,  1847,  and  dur- 
ing those  three  years  he  walked  at 
least  3,000  miles.  In  this  year  he  was 
married  to  Catharine  S.  Feather, 
daughter ,  of  William  and  Margaret 
Feather.  After  he  left  Hamburg  he 
Avent  to  Pottsville.  and  then  assisted 
In  rebuilding  the  road  from  Tamaqua 
to  Port  Clinton,  twenty  miles.  After 
<iompleting  this,  he  did  ofBce  work, 
conducting  passenger  trains  to  and 
from  Port  Clinton,  bollding  sicttiigs, 
switches,  etc.  He  came  to  Reading  in 
1850  to  assist  James  F.  Smith,  chief 
'engineer  and  general  superintendent  of 
the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Co.  In  1861 
he  resided  in  one  of  the  navigation 
company  houses,  at  the  foot  of  Chest- 
nut which  had  Just  been  vacated  by 
Rick  &  Wilkins.  he  having  during  the 
flood,  taken  his  cow  up  the  high  stair- 
way to  the  second  story  to  save  her 
from  drowning. 

In  1857  he  returned  to  Tamaqua.  in 
the  service  of  the  Little  Schuylkill 
Railroad  Co.  as  assistant  engineer  un- 
•der  John  Anderson,  locating  and  build- 
ing the  Mahanoy  Railroad  from  £)ast 
Mahanoy  Junction,  branching  from  the 
Little  Schuylkill  Railroad  above 
Barnesville  and  tunneling  through  a 
spur  of  the  Broad  Mountain,  3,600  feet, 
and  on  to  Mahanoy  City.  The  latter 
place  then  was  made  up  of  one  house, 
and  the  woods  so  thick,  dark  and  wild 
that  the  owls  hooted  in  the  day  time. 
IN    THE  COAL   REX3IONS. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War 
the  principal  assistant  raised  a  com- 
pany and  went  to  the  front,  and  Mr. 
Yarington  was  left  to  finish  the  tun- 
nel. He  and  a  oartner  took  a  contract 
to  build  two  and  one-half  miles  of  the 
railroad.  Then  he  became  an  assistant 
to  I.  Dutton  Steel,  in  building  the 
railroad  from  Nesquehoning  to  the 
summit  of  the  Catawissa  Railroad.  On 
this  road  they  built  the  highest  bridge 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  being  157V6 
feet  high  and  1,300  feet  long,  complete- 
ly putting  in  the  shade  any  on  the 
Catawissa  Railroad,  where  the  highest 
-^as  134  or  136  feet  and  not  half  as  long. 
He  did  the  engineering  for  the  Moun- 
tain Link  Railroad,  from  Tamaqua  to 
Tuscarora,  connecting  Tamaqua  and 
Pottsville  with  the  Schuylkill  Valley 
Railroad.  The  Reading  Co.  having  se- 
cured the  lease  of  the  Little  Schuylkill 
Hailroad.  he  did  an  immense  amount 
of  engineering  work  outside  and  un- 
iderground.     He  remained  at  Tamaqua 
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with  the  Reading  until  1868.  when  I. 
J^uxton  Steel  sent  for  him  to  go  to 
Napole,  Ohio,  to  run  a  line  for  the  Bal- 
-tlmore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Co.  from 
Napoleon  througli  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
«nd  some  distance  into  Illinois.  He 
was  there  a  short  time,  when  Mr.  Steel 
-took  him  to  Reading  to  commence  op- 
erations in  exploring  for  the  Berks 
County  Railroad,  leaving  his  son,  Lu- 
ther, to  finish  the  survey  for  the  B.  & 
O.  Co.  When  about  two-thirds  of  the 
Berks  County  Railroad  was  finished 
-Mr.  Steel  resigned  and  Mr.  Yarington 
was  made  chief  engineer  and  finished 
the  work. 

SOME  LATER  WORK. 

In  1879  he  surveyed  a  branch  for  the 
Wilmington  &  Northern  road.  After 
•this  he  had  a  call  from  George  F.  Baer 
•to  go  to  Somerset  County,  on  the  west- 
ern slope  of  the  Alleghenles.  as  engi- 
neer and  superintendent  of  a  narrow 
gauge  railroad,  six  miles  long,  trans- 
porting bituminous  coal  to  the  B.  &  O. 
Railroad.  The  road  being  run  down, 
he  rebuilt  and  Improved  it,  and  also 
constructed  a  new  self-acting  plane 
'down  the  mountain,  and  this  plane 
crossed  the  Casselman  River,  nearly 
200  feet  wide,  landing  the  cars  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  from  the 
mines.  Some  time  after  this  he  went  to 
Little  York  to  locate  a  mountain  grav- 
ity railroad.  Having  finished  that  he 
returned  to  Reading  and  commenced 
work  for  the  cut-off  of  the  Neversink 
back  of  the  White  House.  Later  on 
he  located  the  Reading  &  Mohnsvllle 
Electric  Railroad,  and  after  inspecting 
railroads  and  sewers  for  the  city,  he 
retired  about  seven  years  ago.  He  was 
of  a  pleasant  and  Jovial  disposition  and 
had  a  kind  work  for  everybody.  Mr. 
Yarington  is  survived  by  six  children 
and  five  grandchildren. 


FIRST  USE  OF  ANTHRACITE. 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Heating  and 
Ventilating  Magazine  contains  the  fol- 
lowing, entitled,  "The  'invention*  of 
anthracite  coal:" 

When  we  speak  of  the  invention  of 
anthracite  coal,  so  far  as  it  interests 
those  in  the  heating  business,  we  do 
not  moan  to  Indicate  that  any  man  has 
found  a  way  to  make  anthracite  coal, 
^but  all  or  our  grandfathers  and  most 
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of  our  fathers  know  the  time  when 
"stone  coal"  as  a  fuel  was  only  avail- 
able in  connection  with  the  forced 
draft  of  the  blacksmith's  forge. 

It  remained  for  an  enterprising: 
Quaker  to  develop  the  Idea  that  anth- 
racite coal,  or  "hard  coal,"  or  "stone^ 
coal,"  as  it  was  commonly  called,  could 
be  used  in  connection  with  a  natural 
draft;  and  he  started  in  the  hardest 
possible  way — in  an  open  fireplace 
grate.  It  is  even  stated  that  his  first 
grate  was  made  of  green  hickory  sticks 
on  account  of  the  cheapness  of  hickory 
and  the  great  cost  of  iron  at  that  time. 

This,  we  may  say,  is  doubted,  and 
the  probabilities  are  that  the  hickory 
grate  was  simply  a  model  from  which 
a  bar  iron  grate  was  constructed. 

Jesse  Fell,  the  inventor  of  this  grate, 
was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
Wllkes-Barre,  Pa.,  where  he  made  the 
original  experiment.  lie  purchased 
the  property  at  the  corner  of  Wash- 
ington and  Northampton  streets  In 
1787,  and  resided  there  until  his  death 
in  1830.  He  was  sheriff  of  Luzerne 
County  for  two  terms  and  was  lieu- 
tenant and  afterwards  brigade  inspect- 
or In  the  militia.  He  was  associate 
Judge  of  Luzerne  County  from  1798  to 
his  death. 

Judge  Fell,  In  conjunction  with  his 
nephew,  Edward  Fell,  set  up  the  Iron 
grate  which  he  had  Invented  In  the 
fireplace  of  his  house  Feb.  11,  1808. 
and  made  his  successful  experiment  of 
burning  anthracite  coal  therein,  as 
appears  from  the  following  entry  made 
by  the  Judge  on  the  fly  leaf  of  a 
"Treatise  of  Masonry:" 

"February  11,  5808  of  Masonry;  made 
the  experiment  of  burning  the  common 
stone  coal  of  this  valley  in  a  grate  In 
the  common  fire-place  In  my  houpe, 
and  find  It  to  answer  the  purpose  of 
fuel,  making  a  clear  and  better  fire  at 
less  cost  than  burning  wood  in  the 
common  way.  "Jesse  Fell. 

"Borough  of  Wllkes-Barre.  February 
11,  1808." 

Judge  Fell  appears  to  have  used  an- 
thracite coal  In  1788  for  making 
wrought  nails,  producing  eminently 
satisfactory  results,  and  in  1808,  at 
the  time  of  his  experiment,  anthracite 
coal  was  In  common  use  among  black- 
smiths, but  when  the  Judge  invited  a 
number  of  his  neighbors  to  his  house 
on  a  cold  evening  In  the  fall  tliey  were 
astonished  and  delighted  to  find  a 
bright,  glowing  fire  of  the  -inthraclte 
of  which  their  hills  were  ful?.    Grates- 
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were  In  Instant  demand,  ani  as  fast 
as  they  could  be  constructed  Wllkes- 
Barre  and  the  surrounding  townships 
were  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  unloos- 
ed-for  luxury. 

There  is.  as  before  mentioned,  sonje 
controversy  as  to  whether  the  orig!nal- 
anthracite  grrate  was  constructed  of 
erreen  hickory  or  of  bar  Iron.  Of  those 
who  contest  Mr.  Fell's  priority  of  dte- 
covery.  some  laid  stress  upon  the  un- 
reasonableness of  his  bulldingr  a  grate 
of  green  hickory,  assuming  that  the 
necessary  kindling  placed  under  the- 
grate  to  ignite  the  coal  would  first  de- 
stroy the  grate.  To  this  proposition 
there  are  two  answers,  one  be<ng  that 
a  man  experienced  in  the  matter  of 
flres  would  not  put  his  kindling  under 
the  grate,  but  in  It.  and  the  other  that 
the  grate  of  green  hickory  waa  sim- 
ply a  model  for  the  bar  iron  grate. 

The  Judge  seems  to  have  realised  the 
necessity  of  some  accelerated  draft  on 
first  starting  the  fire  and  so  arranged" 
his  grate  as  to  provide  this—something, 
no  doubt,  corresponding  to  what  Is 
called  the  "blower"  of  the  modern  fire- 
place.   • 

In  1810  a  German  mineralogist,  clad 
in  a  suit  of  leather,  attended  a  session 
of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  to  se- 
cure a  charter  for  an  anthracite  min- 
ing company,  and  he  seems  to  have 
recognized  the  power  of  the  press  by 
approaching  the  editor  of  the  Repub- 
lican Argus  (In  those  days  Republi- 
cans were  what  we  now  call  Demo- 
crats—anything to  beat  a  centralised 
government).  The  mineralogist  gave 
the  editor  a  wagon  load  of  coal  and  the 
editor  paid  |50  for  a  semicircular  sheet 
iron  fltove  and  had  It  put  up  in  his  pri- 
vate ofilce.  He  put  in  a  lot  of  charcoal., 
but  could  not  burn  the  stone  ooal.  He 
said  that  all  It  would  do  waa  to  look 
red  like  stones  in  a  well  heated  lime 
kiln,  and  when  at  ndght  the  coals  were 
taken  out  they  were  "to  all  appear- 
ances as  large  as  when  cast  Into  the 
stove."  He  says,  "whatever  the  cause, 
such  was  the  result  of  the  first  at- 
tempt to  bum  Lehl  coal  In  Philadel- 
phia, where  since  that  time  millions 
of  tons  of  It  have  been  welcomed  and 
consumed." 

The  following  Is  a  letter  from  Judge 
Fell  to  his  cousin,  Jonathan  Fell,  de- 
scribing his  first  experiment  In  burn- 
ing coal  for  domestic  use: 

•'Esteemed  Cousin:  When  I  saw  thee 
last  I  promised  to  write  to  thee  and 
give   thee  some   data  about   the    first 
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discovery  and  uae  of  stooe  coal  In  our 
valley  (I  call  it  atone  coal  becauae 
everybody  knows  what  is  meant  by  that 
name). 

"The  late  Judge  Gore.  In  his  life- 
time, informed  me  that  he  and  his 
brother,  the  late  Capt.  Daniel  Gk>re 
(both  being  blacksmiths),  were  the 
first  that  discovered  and  used  this  coal, 
in  their  blacksmith  Area,  and  found  it 
to  answer  their  purpose  well.  This 
waa  before  the  Revolutionary  War,, 
and,  as  near  aa  I  can  collect  iciforma- 
tlon,  about  the  year  1770  or  1771,  and 
it  has  been  m  use  ever  since  by  the 
blacksmiths  of  this  place. 

•'In  the  year  1778  I  uaed  it  in  nailery, 
and  found  it  to  be  profitable  in  that 
business.  The  nails  made  with  it 
would  neat  the  weight  of  the  roda,  and 
frequently  a  balance  over.  But  it  was 
the  opinion  of  those  who  worked  it  in 
their  furnaces,  that  it  would  not  do 
for  fuel,  because  when  a  amall  parcel 
waa  left  on  their  fires  and  not  blown' 
it  would  go  out.  Notwithstanding  this 
opinion  prevailed,  I  had  for  some  time 
entertained  the  idea  that  if  a  sufficient 
body  was  ignited  it  would  bum.  Ac- 
cordingly In  the  month  of  February. 
1808,  I  procured  a  grate  made  of  small 
iron  roda,  ten  inches  in  depth  and  ten 
inches  in  height,  and  set  it  up  in  mr 
common  room  fireplace,  and  on  first 
lighting  It  found  It  to  bum  excellent- 
ly well.  This  was  the  first  successful 
attempt  to  burn  our  stone  coal  in  a 
grate,  ao  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends. On  Its  being  put  In  operation 
my  neighbors  fiocked  to  see  the  nov- 
elty, but  many  would  not  believe  the 
fact  until  convinced  by  ocular  demon- 
stratioo.  Such  was  the  effect  of  thia 
pleasing  discovery  that  in  a  few  days 
there  was  a  number  of  grateo  put  in. 
operation.  This  brought  the  stone  coal 
into  popular  notice.  I  need  not  men- 
tion the  many  usea  to  which  it  may  be 
applied,  as  you  who  are  in  the  coal: 
concern  have  the  means  of  knowing  its 
value. 

"I  am  thy  affectionate  cousin, 

"Jesse  Fell." 

From  all  available  evidence  it  seems 
clear  that  the  use  of  anthracite  coal 
without  mechanical  draft  Is  due  to  the 
investigating  genius  of  Judge  Fell, 
who  was  an  ancestor  of  Mr.  B.  H.  Car- 
penter, a  heating  engineer  of  Wllkes- 
Barre,  Pa.,  and  a  prominent  memiber  of 
the  Ain«rlc|in  Society  of  Heating  and 
Vehtilalifig  E3ngineers,  from  whom  the 
above  data  are  received. 
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FORTY  FORT  IN  EARLY  DAYS. 

That  errors  will  creep  into  the  say* 
IngB  and  doings  of  human  action  is 
evident  to  all,  and  criticism  is  a. 
healthy  antidote,  if  given  in  proper 
doses. 

Preachers  of  the  gospel  and  histor- 
ians ought  to  tell  the  truth  always;  but 
as  to  other  people — well,  they  should, 
too. 

I  will  mention  a  few  matters  of  the 
long  ago,  wliere  missitatementB  were* 
made  either  through  carelessness  or- 
otherwise.  See  what  some  historians 
say  about  the  Wyoming  Massacre  and 
matters  pertaining  thereto. 

Thatcher,  in  his  ''Military  Journal," 
says:  "Port  Kingston— (Forty  Fort) 
on  the  next  day.  July  4th,  was  can- 
nonaded the  whole  day." 

Gordon  said— "The  remainder  of  the 
men,  with  the  women  and  children, 
were  shut  up  in  the  houses,  which,  be- 
ing set  on  fire,  they  perished  all  to- 
gether in  the  flames." 

Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  his  "Life  of 
Washington"  relates  a  similar  story  to 
that  of  Gordon. 

Dr.  Ramsey,  in  his  "History  of  the 
United  States,"  1808,  speaks  of  "Indian 
Butler"  as  a  "Connecticut  Tory,"  and 
that  upon  Col.  Denison  asking  MaJ.. 
Butler  "what  terms"  would  be  given 
on  a  surrender,  he  answered,  "the 
hatchet."  Of  course,  this  is  untrue,  as 
is  the  remark  that  the  enemy  sent  into 
the  fort  196  bloody  scalps  of  their  late 
friends  and  comrades,  for  their  con- 
templation. 

Even  our  noted  statesman-historian, 
Hon.  George  Bancroft,  says— "Every 
fort  and  dwelling  was  burnt." 

These  did  not  gather  facts  directly 
from  the  survivors — as  did  Chapman, 
Stone,  Lossing.  Miner,  Peck,  Silliman. 
and  others. 

I  will  give  you  a  review  of  some  mat- 
ters that  I  feel  confident  are  quite  near 
the  truth. 

One  of  the  forty  who  built  the  fort 
in  1769  was  Thomas  Bennet,  a  Con- 
necticut claimant,  who  became  noted, 
as  an  Indian  fighter  as  well  as  promi- 
nent in  the  Pennamite  contest. 

Martha  Bennet,  his  daughter,  was. 
with  the  family  in  the  fort  at  the  time 
of  the  massacre.  She  was  15  years  of 
age,  well  developed  in  body  and  mind; 
and  through  that  fearful  struggle  to 
save  their  lives  and  property  her  ac- 
tive mind  was  quickened  to  all  that 
transpired  about  her,  so  that  her  mem- 
ory vividly  retained  the  events  even  to* 
the  dose  of  her  life. 
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The  entrance  of  MaJ.  John  Butler, 
with  bis  army  Into  the  valley,— the 
eratherlng  of  the  people  Into  the  fort 
for  protection.— the  going  out  to  battle,  . 
—the  massacre,- the  return  of  those 
who  escaped. — the  sun^nder  of  the 
fort,— and  fleeing  of  the  people  from  the 
valley,— with  many  other  Incidents, 
were  witnessed  by  Martha  Bennet;  and- 
some  years  after  those  occurrences,  she 
told  me  all  about  them. 

The  story  as  to  how  and  when,  she 
and  I  became  acquainted  will  involve 
some  family  ^illusions. 

In  1779,  when  Gen.  Sullivan  was  in 
the  valley  he  stationed  several  com- 
panies in  the  garrison  at  WIlkes-Barre, 
and  among  the  officers  was  one  Lieut. . 
Lawrence  Myers,  who  afterward  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Kingston. 

He  was  a  man  of  influence  in  affairs 
of  the  settlers,  and  a  potent  factor  in 
the  Pennamite  War. 

He  is  spoken  of  generally  by  chroni- 
clers as  Esquire  Lawrence  Myers. 

He  and  his  brother  Philip  enlisted  in 
a  Maryland  regiment  and  participated 
in  the  Battle  of  Germantown  and  other 
engagements. 

When  all  strife  had  ceased  he  in- 
duced his  brother  to  come  to  Wyoming 
Valley. 

In  1787  Philip  Myers  and  Martha  Ben- 
net  were  married.  He  bought  150  acres 
of  land,  extending  from  Forty  Fort  to- 
top  of  the  mountain,  and  built  an  ex- 
cellent log  house,  a  few  rods  north  of 
the  fort. 

The  farm  included  the  land  upon 
which  the  fort  was  standing.  They 
raised  quite  a  large  family,  one  of 
whom,— John  Myers,  married  Sarah 
Stark,  and  I  was  enrolled  as  one  of 
his  sons. 

Thus  it  came  about  that  she,  who  was 
Martha  Bennet.  became  my  grand- 
mother and  I  tried  to  be  a  dutiful 
grandson. 

Grandfather  Myers  died  in  1835,  and 
soon  thereafter  my  father  became  own- 
er of  the  old  homestead.    He  resided  In 
Wilkes-Barre.    and    employed    a    good.. 
farmer  to  work  and  care  for  the  farm. 

When  I  was  about  12  years  of  age, 
father  took  me  over  to  Forty  Fort  oc- 
casionally and  I  became  infatuated 
with  the  place.  Old  Wilkes-Barre  be- 
came stale  in  comparison  and  I  induced 
my  parents  to  let  me  stay  there. 

I  Uved  most  of  the  years  from  boy- 
hood to  manhood  at  Forty  Fort. 

My    grandmother    itinerated    among, 
her  children  at  Kingston  and  Wilkes- 
Barre,— with   each   a   few   weeks,    then 
returning    to    the   old    home   at    Forty- 
Fort  for  a  month  or  more. 
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The  room  in  the  old  house  was  al- 
ways ready  for  her.  In  the  years  of 
her  declining  life  she  was  blind,  and  in 
her  lonely  condition  I  frequently,  either 
at  her  call  or  voluntfirily,  went  in  and 
read  to  her.  In  accordance  with  her 
desire  the  reading:  was  mostly  from  the 
bible,  for  she  was  a  good  Christian  and 
her  faith  was  "strong  in  the  Liord." 

She  appreciated  my  readings  and 
after  sajring  "That  will  do  now,"— "€k)d 
is  good.'*  and  like  expresslnns,— then, 
seemingly  to  recompense  me,  she  would 
relate  events  of  her  life.  At  one  time 
It  would  be  the  story  of  the  family 
hardships,  at  another  of  the  massacre, 
—then  of  the  Pennamite  War.  and  so 
on. 

Thus,  in  the  several  years  of  associa- 
tion, I  heard  her  relate,  scores  and 
scores  of  times,  what  she  saw  and 
knew  of  in/terest  Involved  In  those- 
times  and  I  became  familiar  with  them. 
I  have  her  so  pictured  upon  my  mem- 
ory that  mentally  I  see  her  now.  as< 
sitting  in  her  easy  chair,  just  to  the 
left  of  the  fireplace,  with  snufTbox  in 
hand,  from  which  she  would  take  a 
pinch  or  two  while  talking,- and  an 
echo,  as  it  were,  of  her  clear,  mild 
voice  still  lingers  upon  my  memory. 
The  one  window  was  on  the  south  side 
of  her  room,  and  while  she  was  relating 
the  terrible  experiences  within  the  fort, 
I  could  look  out  over  the  garden  upon, 
the  very  ground  that  the  fort  had  en- 
closed. 

She  told  of  the  preparations  within 
for  the  expected  attack,  and  when  it 
was  reported  that  Butler  had  but  a 
small  army  and  was  about  to  leave  the 
valley— how  eager  our  young  men  were 
to  go  and  meet  them.  I  remember  dls- 
tinctly  her  remark  upon  that  disputed 
question  as  to  the  number  who  went. 

She  fiaid— "When  they  got  In  line  and 
marched  away,— there  was  nigh  three 
hundred  of  them." 

She  told  of  the  almost  unbearable 
su8i>en8e  while  awaiting  the  result  of 
the  battle,  and  when  her  father,— who 
would  not  go  further  than  Tuttle^s 
Creek  with  them,— was  pacing  back 
and  forth  on  the  river  bank,  listening 
to  the  battle.— came  in  and  said— "The 
firing  is  scattering,  and  coming  down 
the  valley — our  boys  are  lost!— they 
will  be  killed!"  Our  excitement  was- 
fearful,  for  we  expected  Butler  and  his 
Indians  would  take  the  fort  and  slar 
us  all.  When  it  became  known  that 
the  fort  must  be  surrendered.  Thomas 
Bennet  and  his  sons,  Solomon  and  An- 
drew, the  latter  but  a  boy.  escaped  ta 
Btroudsburg.  and  after  a  few  weeks  re» 
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turned  to  the  valley  to  try  to  save  some 
of  their  crops  and  plant  more.  Often, 
she  dwelt  upon  the  surrender  of  the 
fort  after  Dr.  Gustin  went  with  a  white 
flag  to  Fort  Wintermute,  where  'Indian 
Butler"  (as  she  always  called  him)  was. 
encamped. 

She  sai  1— "The  day  following  the  bat- 
tle. Butler  came  into  our  cabin,  sat 
down  with  Col.  Detrlson  at  our  little 
walnut  table,  arranged  the  conditions, 
for  surrender  and  had  Rev.  Jacob  John-  - 
son  write  them  out,  and  then  they  sign- 
ed them. 

"The  Indians  were  not  very  bad  that 
day,  but  on  the  third  day  they  robbed 
us  of  everything  they  wanted,  and  if 
we  refused  to  give  then?  up  they  would 
raise  the  tomahawk  over  our  heads». 
and  it  meant  death  if  we  did  not  sub- 
mit. 

"They  opened  mothers  'big  chest'  and 
took  all  our  best  clothing.  Some  In- 
dians, who  seemed  to  be  friendly,  tied 
white  bands  around  our  heads  and. 
painted  us,  saying  it  was  to  show  that 
we  were  prisoners,  so  that  other  In- 
dians would  not  kill  us. 

"Our  firearms  were  given  up,  and  the 
few  prisoners  we  had  were  released.. 
Very  few  soldiers  and  Tories  came  in. 
We  were  promised  that  no  injury 
would  be  done  to  either  persons  or 
property,  and  there  was  no  one  killed 
or  seriously  injured  inside  the  fort, 
but  outside  they  burned  houses  and 
killed  some  people. 

"The  provisions  of  the  fort  were- 
stored  in  a  house  and  it  was  closed  up. 
The  chief,  leading  a  squad  of  Indians, 
approached  to  investigate,  when  some^ 
one  called  out  'smallpox,  smallpox.'  The 
old  brave  grunted,  'wough!'  Then  they 
Jabbered  among  themselves  and  ever 
after  would  not  go  nigh  it." 

But  this  could  not  last  long,  and  in- 
a  week  or  two  Butler  and  his  army 
went  away  and  most  of  the  Indians  fol- 
lowed. 

As  all  subsistence  was  exhausted,  the 
inhabitants  fied  and  the  whole  valley- 
became  a  scene  of  desolation  and 
quietude  reigned,  like  unto  a  grave- 
yard, except  that  the  dead  were  not 
burled. 

The  story  of  the  long  tramp  by  them- 
selves and  others  over  the  mountains 
and  through  the  swamps  (the  shades  of 
death),  footsore,  hungry  and  weary,  on 
to  Stroudsburg.  was  pathetic.  They- 
had  good  friends  there.  They  went 
soon  after  to  Connecticut,  where  they- 
stashed  more  than  a  year.  In  the  mean*- 
time  making  clothing,  etc,  for  Mr.  Ben- 
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net  and  sons,  who  were  in  the  valley- 
farming:  and  preparing  a  home  for  the 
family. 

The  thrilling:  stories  of  her  father  and. 
brothers'  capture  by  the  Indians,  their 
escape,  her  brother  Solomon's  flffht  in 
the  battle  and  escape  by  swimming  the 
river,  her  visit  to  Queen  Esther,  with 
many  other  adventures,  were  very  In- 
teresting:. 

Of  the  Indians,  she  said  they  were 
mostly  Senecas.  with  a  Seneca  chief, 
and  was  sure  the  Mohawk  Brant  was 
not  there. 

As  to  the  fort,  she  spoke  of  it'  as  a 
stockade  and  said  it  was  made  of  logs 
firmly  set  in  the  grround  close  togrether, 
and  stood  abou{  twelve  feet  high.  It. 
was  square,  with  a  gate  on  the  river 
side  and  enclosed  an  acre  or  more  of 
ground. 

There  was  a  number  of  houses,  or 
rather  cabins,  around  inside  of  it. 

She  was  a  woman  of  good  impulse 
and  scarcely  ever  spoke  of  the  faults, 
of  others,  but  she  had  no  good  words 
for  the  Pennamites  and  had  cause,  for 
th#y  not  only  arrested  and  imprisoned, 
her  father,  but  made  attempts  ui>on 
his  life. 

One  evening,  in  1771,  while  Mr.  Bennet 
sat  before  the  fire  brooding  over  his 
troubles,  Martha  seated  herself  in  his 
lap,  trying  to  cheer  him  up,  when^ 
David  Ogden,  a  bitter  Pennamite.  who 
had  been  looking  for  him,  crept  up  to 
the  house,  raised  his  gun  to  shoot  him, 
but  desisted;  as  Ogden  said  himself, 
he  was  afraid  he  would  kill  the  child. 

Her  conversation  did  not  always  re- 
fer to  the  Bennets,  but  she  had  much. 
to  say  of  the  sad  experiences  of  the 
Suttons,  Slocums,  Mannings,  Pierces, 
Chapmans  and  good  works  of  Col.  Z. 
Butler.  Col.  Denison>  Drs.  Gustin,  Will- 
iam Hooker  Smith  and  others. 

She  died  in  1851  at  the  age  of  nearly 
90  years. 

There  should  be  another  expression, 
something  like  this^'Those  were  the 
times  that  tried  women's  souls." 

The  log  house  at  Forty  Port  stood 
Just  one  hundred  years  (100). 

Some  heirlooms  are  still  preserved, 
of  which  the  "big  chest"  Is  in  Kings- 
ton, and  the  table  upon  which  the  ar- 
ticles of  capitulation  were  written,  ls> 
In  Wllkes-Barre. 

By  the  way,  I  will  take  the  liberty  ta 
mention  that  the  Rev.  Jacob  Johnson,, 
who  wrote  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
was  the  greatgrandfather  of  my  friend,. 
Dr.  F.  C.  Johnson  of  the  Record. 

Charles  Myers. 
Toulon.  III..  Dec.  1905. 
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SOME  OLD  TIME  DOCUMENTS. 

[Daily  Record,  Dec.  20.  1905.] 
H.     B.     Plum,  £2sq..     of     Peely     has 
ahown  the  Record  a  package  of  old  let- 
ters and  documents,  and  anions  them 
are  these: 


An  original  paper  in  the  handwriting 
of  Elisha  Blackman,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  father  of  Mrs.  Juliana 
Blaclonan  Plumb  and  grandfather  of 
H.  B.  Plumb. 

'These  are  the  men  of  Captain  Bad- 
lock's  (Bidlack's)  company  that  escaped 
in  the  Indian  massacree  of  1778.  Out 
of  32  that  went  out,  only  8  escaped, 
leaving  24  killed: 

Daniel  Browning,  E^nsign. 

Jabez  Fish,  Orderly  Sergeant. 

Joseph  Elliott. 

Phineas  Spafford. 

John  Gariot. 

Giles  Slocum. 

Daniel  McMuUen. 

Elisha  Blackman." 

Elisha  Blackman  was  18  y^ars  old  at 
the  time  of  the  1778  battle,  in  which  he 
fought  and  from  which  he  escaped.  The 
next  year  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary Army  under  Washington. 
He  died  in  Hanover  Township,  Luzerne 
County,  Pennsylvania,  December  6. 
1845.  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  born  April  4,  1760.  Some  of  these 
papers  are  by  and  to  his  father,  who 
bore  the  same  name  and  was  junior  to 
another  Elisha  Blackman. 


Joseph  Elliott  was  one  of  the  prison- 
ers who  were  to  be  slain  at  Queen 
Esther's  rock,  but  he  broke  away  and 
made  his  escape. 


A  lease  of  Ellas  Carey  to  Darius 
Spafford.  June  14,  1771. 

Bond  of  Elisha  Blackman  in  ye  Sus- 
quehanna Purchase  to  ESbenezer  Farn- 
ham  of  Wilks  Barre  100  pounds,  lawful 
money  of  New   England,  July  28.   1872, 
In  ye  twelfth  year  of  ye  reign  of  our 
•sovereign  lord.  George  Third.  King,  etc. 
Witnessed  by  Zebulon  Butler 
and  Ezekiel  Pierce- 

Deed  of  Ebenezer  Fitch  to  Simon 
Fitch  for  his  Susquehanna  Purchase  of 
land,   November  24.  1772. 


Deed  of  Jabez  Fish,  September  5,  1775, 

for  land  in  Wilkesbarre.    To  all  people 

to    whom   these     presents  shall    come, 

.greeting.    Know  ye  that  Jabez  Fish  of 

Westmoreland  in  the  county  of  Litch- 
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field  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  In 
New  England  In  North  America  for  the 
<  consideration  of  47  pounds.  10  •hiUinga, 
lawful  money  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, to  me  paid  by  Darius  Spaf- 
ford    •    •    *    • 

Dated  in  the  15th  year  of  the  reign 
of     our    sovereign     lord,    George     the 
'  Third  of  Great  Britain,  etc..  King. 

(Signed)  Jabez  Fish. 
Witnesses:    Sarah   Fish. 

Darius  Spafford. 
Acknowledgment     made   before  Zeb- 
iilon   Butler.   Justice  of   the  Peace,   in 
Westmoreland  in  Litchfield  County. 

Preston.  January  25,  1785. 
Mr.  Christopher  Hurlbut. 

Dear  Nephew: 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  saw  you 
and  have  had  no  correspondence  by  let- 
ters, but  I  consider  it  not  a  want  of 
love  and  respect  but  of  opportunity. 
For  my  part  I  have  you  often  in  mind 
and  have  inquired  after  you  every  op- 
portunity, and  it  gives  me  the  highest 
satisfaction  to  find  that  you  have  so 
fair  a  character.  Suppose  you  are  in 
rather  low  circumstances  in  the  world 
by  reason  of  the  many  misfortunes  you 
have  met  with,  but  I  esteem  you  not 
the  less.  I  think  your  settlement  is  the 
most  peculiar  spot  in  America  for  suf- 
fering. Tour  case  is  truly  delicate  to 
advise  in.  Hope  Pennsylvania  are  con- 
vinced they  have  mis't  their  true  policy 
and  will  yet  do  something  generous  for 
you.  If  they  do  not  my  prevailing 
opinion  is  that  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany had  better  give  up  one  half  of 
their  purchase,  if  no  more,  into  the 
hands  of  this  state  (Connecticut)  if 
they  will  prosecute  another  trial  at 
Congress.  Every  possible  method 
ought  to  be  tried  before  arms.  Wish 
you  and  your  people  may  be  led  by  un- 
erring wisdom  into  the  most  proper 
steps  to  obtain  your  rights  and  priv- 
ileges. 

Hope  these  lines  will  find  you  and 
your  family  well  as  they  le^e  me  and 
mine  except  your  aunt  about  which  I 
have  wrote  your  mother.  My  love  to 
your  brothers  and  sisters.  Thanks  to 
John  for  his  kind  letter  by  Esq.  Gore. 
Would  return  one  but  havn't  time.  That 
God  would  bless  you  with  all  the 
blessings  of  Providence  an'd  more  rich 
blessings  of  His  grace,  is  the  sincere 
desire  of  your  uncle, 

Anvos  Avery. 

The    above    letter    is    from    Preston, 
-Connecticut,  and  is  dated  in  the  spring 
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or  winter  before  the  Fall  when  the 
.Pennsylvania  Legislature  erected  the 
county  of  Luzerne  out  of  the  northern 
part  of  Northumberland,  and  let  the 
.people  alone,  and  there  was  no  more 
trouble.  Amos  Avery  was  Mr.  Plumb's 
great-f^randmother.    Hurlbut's   brother. 


I  do  certify  that  Elisha  Black- 
man,  husbandman,  of  the  town- 
ship of  Wilkes- Barre  in  the 
county  of  Luzerne,  hath  volun- 
tarily taken  and  subscribed  the 
Oath  of  Affirmation  of  Allegiance 
and  Fidelity,  as  directed  by  an 
Act  of  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  passed  the  Fourth 
Day  of  March,  Anno  Domini,  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty  Six.  Witness  my  Hand 
and  Seal,  the  Ist  Day  of  Febru- 
ary, Anno  Domini  1787. 

Timothy  Pickering,  L.  S. 


Commission  to  Elisha  Blackman,  Jr., 
as  captain  of  a  company  of  light  in- 
fantry— dated  October  22,  1792,  signed 
by  Thomas  Mifflin,  Governor;  A.  J. 
Dallas,  Secretary. 


A  letter  from  Christopher  Hurlbut  to 
Ills  mother,  Sept.  18,  1799.  He  men- 
tions that  he  has  a  new  son,  born  the 
1st  day  of  July  and  named  Edward. 
"I  want  that  you  should  try  to  get  me 
a  bushel  of  dried  apples  and  some 
apple  sass  and  I  will  give  you  sugar 
for  them."  He  expresses  himself  aa 
having  good  crops  and  being  In  good 
health  and  not  at  all  discouraged  over 
some  temporary  adversities.  *1  am 
still  in  the  care  of  an  all  wise  and 
powerful  Being,  who  has  promised 
never  to  forsake  those  that  trust  in 
him.  I  often  think  of  you  and  espec- 
ially In  my  prayers,  desiring  that  you 
may  be  kept  long  for  a  comfort  to  your 
children  that  are  about  you.  I  hope 
to  see  you  again  in  this  world,  but  If 
not  that  we  may  meet  In  another  and 
better  world  where  we  shall  not  bo 
perplexed  with  care,  trouble  and  sor- 
row, and  that  it  may  be  our  happy  lot 
is  the  prayer  and  hope  of  your  loving 
son.  Christopher  Hurlbut."  It  is 
directed  to  Mrs.  Abigail  Hurlbut,  Han- 
over, and  Is  sent  in  the  care  of  Capt. 
Hollenback. 

The     following  Is   probably  the  first 
movement  to  erect  a  monument  to  the 
'fallen  heroes  of  1778: 
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November  27,  1809. 

Sir:  The  subscribers  were  appointed 
a  committee  by  a  meeting  held  at 
James  Scovell's  the  25th  inst,  to  cir- 
culate to  the  general  committee  of  col- 
lection and  advice,  notice  of  their  ap- 
pointments. We  therefore  notify  you^ 
that  you  are  appointed  one  of  a  gen- 
eral committee  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining subscriptions  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  those  patriots 
Who  defended  the  Valley  of  Wyoming 
;  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  and  for  - 
other  purposes  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tions, which  we  inclose  you. 

Jacob  Bedford^ 
Philip  Weeks, 
Silas  Jackson, 
Benjamin  Dorrance, 
Charles  Miner. 

Notification— That,  whereas,  by  Il- 
legal proceedings  of  the  trustees  in 
the  Middle  district  in  the  Township  of 
Hanover  by  engaging  a  person  as  in- 
structor without  the  consent  or  knowl- 
edge of  the  whole  district,  complaint 
hath  been  made  by  six  of  the  pro- 
prietors to  hold  a  town  meetin«r.  This 
is  therefore  to  warn  the  proprietors 
of  the  Township  of  Hanover  to  meet  at 
the  school  house  near  Capt  Carey's 
on  Saturday,  the  twenty  ninth  instant 
at  two  o'clock  afternoon  to  enquire 
ic/to  said  complaint  and  do  any  other 
business  necessary  to  be  done  on  said 
day. 

Blisha  Blackman, 
Proprietor's  clerk. 

May  21.  1819. 

Under  various  dates  of  1804,  Reuben 
Downing  sends  a  bill  to  Blisha  Black- 
man  for  whisky  purchased.  The 
whisky  was  all  purchased  in  midsum- 
mer, and  was  doubtless  bought  for 
consumption  by  farm  hands.  E3ach 
charge  is  for  two  quarts  of  whisky  at 
three  shillings  for  the  two  quarts. 
There  are  five  charges  In  June  and 
July,  all  running  about  a  week  apart. 


A  bill  of  George  Chahoon  of  Wllkes- 
Barre.  against  ETlisha  Blackman,  Sr.. 
March  5,  1806,  for  a  cherry  coflln,  $8.89. 

Under  the  date  of  January  21,  1804, 
is  a  receipt  in  the  fine,  flowing  hand  of 
Ben  Perry,  who  was  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  writers  of  his  day. 


Under  date  of  Dec.  30,  1816,  is  a 
notice  signed  by  Jonathan  Dilley,  Ira 
Parcell  and  James  S.  Lee,  calling  on 
Elisha  Blackma'n,  collector  of  taxes,  to 
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,  proceed  against  certain  property  own- 
^'era  to  compel  them  to  pay  their  taxes. 
The    delinquents   were   all    prominent 
.people  of  their  time. 


Lease  of  Abraham  Bradley  to  EUsha 
Blackman.  Aug.  9,  1791,  for  farm  laud 
in  Hanover  Township.  The  lease  Is 
drawn  in  the  beautiful  handwriting  of 
Abraham  Bradley. 


A  political  circular,  dated  Aug.  29, 
1816,  signed  by  Ebeneer  Bowman,  Jesse 

.Fell,  John  P.  Arndt,  Isaac  A.  Chapman 
and  Charles  Catlln.     The  following  is 

-^  quotation:  "We  had  hoped  that 
after  having  to  pay  duties  and  taxes 

-on  every  necessary  or  convenience  of 
life,  and  after  seeing  public  credit  de- 
stroyed and  private  confidence  Insult- 
«ed,  that  the  measure  of  our  calamities 
was  full — but  now  we  have  a  vial  of 
wrath    preparing   for   us,    which   must 

-enter  Into  every  avenue  of  domestic 
life.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  determined  that  after  the  first  of 
October  our  taxes  and  duties  must  be 
paid  in  specie,  or  in  notes  redeemable 
in  specie.  The  banks  do  not  and  will 
not  pay   specie  for  their  notes   before 

-the  first  of  July,  when  the  National 
Bank  it  is  supposed  may  be  in  opera- 
tion. There  is  no  specie  in  circulation! 
How  then  are  we  to  comply  with  the 
.requirements  of  an  administration 
who  appear  to  have  searched  out  this 
AS  the  most  efTectual  mode  of  destroy- 
ing the  last  hopes  of  an  oppressed  peo- 
ple? When  the  collector  demands  your 
tax,  and  requires  the  pay  in  specie, 
how  are  you  to  procure  it  for  him?  In 
fine,  how  are  we  to  remove  the  evils 
which  every  day  accumulate  over  our 

/heads?    There  is  only  one  way,  fellow 

•  citizens,  and  that  is  to  remove  from 
oflAce  Virginian  dictators  and  those 
who  support  their  views  and  policy. 
The  measures  of  those  who  at  present 
misrule  our  unhappy  country  have 
produced  heavy  taxes— the  destruction 
•of  public  credit,   and   the  depreciation 

'  of  the  current  medium  of  the  country." 


DEATH  OF  FRANCIS  YATES. 

[Dally  Record.  Dec.  21,  1905.] 
In  the  death  of  Francis  Yates,  which 
occurred  at  the  family  home  in  Yates- 
ville  on  Fritiay,  Pittston  loses  one  of 
her  early  residents  and  a  well  known 
citizens.  He  was  81  years  old  and  was 
well  known  throughout  the  valley.  His 
father,    Francis     Yates,   S:.,   was     the 
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founder  at^  Yal^syille  Bprou^ho  P^r 
cep^B^d  wa9  born  iii  H«i9over  Tow|iship,. 
ACfir  WUkes-Barre. .  July  2?.  X524,  an^ 
when  an  Infant  hi8;P$irentA  moved  to* 
Yatesville,  where  h4»  had  since  resided 


LOCAL  HISTORY. 

[Daily  Record.'  Dec.  22,  1905.] 

The  piiblfshed  transaotloixfl  jof  the 
WyomiA^.  HijBta^ica}  an4-  Geological 
Society .  have  ma^e  th^r  appearance 
an d.matce.  up, volume  9  of  «  very  inter- 
ef  Ungr  series,  •  The  jl9(>5  v.Qlume  c^nir 
prises  2^0  pases. V  Tlie  subject  matter 
most  extensively  covered  is'  local .  Jila- 
tofy,    but  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
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Then  comes-  a  paper  by  Christoplier 
Wren,  curator  of  arclieology.QX  Uu  liijl- 
torical  society  on  the  "Aboriginal  -  pot-^ 
tery  of  Wyoralns  Valley,  Penusrl- 
vajiia."  This  articles  comprisee- thirty- 
three  pa^es  and  is  iUu9tT«<ted  with 
specimens  from  Washington  and  from 
true  local  historical  society.  The  ilhxsr 
trations  are.  gemtS'  of.  the  phptograpli- 
er's    and    half«-t02Mr's(  art. 

In  a  brief  article  Oharle«  F.  Hlil  <fie^ 
scribes  some  Roman  Catholic  Indian 
relics  that  were  found  in  Wyo»ln«r 
Valley  Illustrations  are  given  of  pias-^ 
ter  molds  for  making  imager  ot'  the 
Virgio  Mary.  One  of  the  leaden. im»- 
ag^s  was.  actually  found  in  the  mohi, 
whiph  was  picked  up  in  Denison  Town* 
ship  on  the  Neacopeck  Creek.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  mold  and  teadeh  iniage 
there  is  shown  a  brass  crucifiK  which 
was  found  in  the  lower  end  of  Wilkes-^ 
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Barre,  near  Firwood.  It  wae  In  an 
Indian  grave,  and  along  with  it  wa« 
perhaps  a  quart  of  beads.  On  one  side 
Is  Christ  on  the  croes,  below  is  a  skull 
and  crossbopes.  On  the  other  side  ia 
a  figure  of  the  Virgin.  The  land  on 
which  the  crucifix  was  found  was  an 
extensive  burying  ground,  and  many 
relics  have  been  found  thereabouts. 
It  to  said  all  the  skeletona  were  bur- 
ied with  their  heads  toward  the  west 
It  is  a  niater  of  conjecture  as  to 
whether  the  crucifix  was  obtained 
from  the  Jeault  Fathers  who  penetra- 
ted into  Canada  a  century  and  a  half 
before  Wyoming  Valley  was  settled, 
or  whether  theee  crucifixes  were  sold 
among  the  tribes  by  hardy  traders,  of 
whom  we  know  two  were  in  Wyoming 
Valley  as  early  as  1737. 

There  is  a  paper  on  '*The  Early  Bib- 
liography of  Pennsylvania^"  by  Gover- 
nor Samuel  W.  Pennypacker.  After 
formally  treating  his  subject,  the  gov- 
ernor com«pliment0  the  Historical  So- 
ciety on  its  success,  energy  and  enter- 
priee.  He  says  that  Wyoming  Valley 
has  everything  to  attract  attention- 
tales  of  the  wars  with  the  Indians;  the 
romance  of  Queen  Esther;  the  story  of 
Frances   Slocum. 

"The  expedition  of  Col.  Thomas 
Hartley  against  the  Indians  in  1778  to 
avenge  the  Ma^acre  of  Wyoming."  is 
the  subject  of  a  paper  by  Rev.  David 
Craft  of  Angelica,  N.  Y.,  occupying 
twenty-seven  pages.  Col.  Hartlejr's 
expedition  moved  northward  from  the 
West  Branch  with  only  200  men,  of 
whom  130  were  from  Wyoming.  Most 
of  them  were  connected  with  the  Sul- 
livan expedition  of  the  next  year.  They 
penetrated  the  northern  wilderness  to 
the  edge  of  the  Iroquois  country  anj 
having  accomplished  their  purpose  re- 
turned in  safety  after  making  a  circuit 
of  300  miles,  covered  by  forced  marches 
occupying  two  weeks.  They  had  sonw 
slight  engagements  with  the  Indians 
and  succeeded  in  rescuing  sixteen 
white  captives  from  the  Wyoming  re- 
gion. They  brought  over  fifty  cattle, 
destroyed  four  Indian  towns,  among 
them  that  of  Queen  Esther  at  Sheshe- 
Quln  and  gathered  much  Information 
useful  for  Sullivan's  expedition  In  the 
year  following. 

On  the  title  page  Is  a  picture  of  the 
Zebulon  Butler  tablet  which  has  been 
placed  on  the  Historical  Society  build- 
ing. It  Is  accompanied  by  a  sketch 
from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Horace  E. 
Hayden  of  the  circumstances  which  led 
up  to  It.     There  Is  also  an  Illustration 
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of  a  sword  of  Lieut.  Thomas  Haydetu 
an  ancestor  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hayden,  and 
his  commission  as  an  adjutant  under 
Col.  Zebulon  Butler  at  Danbury,  Conn., 
in  1777. 

"The  pioneer  physicians  of  Wyoming 
valley"  is  the  title  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  F. 
C.  Johnson,  occupying  sixty  pages.  It 
is  a  thorough  compilation  of  an  inter- 
esting subject.  The  period  covered  is 
the  half  century  ending  in  1825.  The 
paper  presents,  not  only  what  could  be 
gleaned  from  local  histories,  but  much 
matter  that  had  not  heretofore  ap- 
peared In  print,  some  of  it  from  sources 
entirely  original.  Among  the  first 
doctors  to  practice  in  this  region  were: 
Dr.  Joseph  Sprague,  1771;  Dr.  William 
Hooker  Smith,  1772;  Dr.  John  Calkins, 
or  Corklns,  1773;  Dr.  Lemuel  Gustin. 
177S.  The  paper  is  a  fitting  companion 
to  the  paper  by  Dr.  Johnson  on  the 
"Pioneer   women   of  Wyoming." 

There  are  biographical  sketches  of 
Miss  Martha  Ben  net,  Rev.  Dr.  N.  Q. 
Parke,  Mrs.  Priscilla  Bennett  and  Hon, 
Charles  A.  Miner,  deceased  members 
of  the  society. 

The  volume  closes  with  a  list  of  con- 
tributions and  exchanges  and  a  list  of 
the  society's  publications,  which 
covers  six  pages. 

The  volume  testifies  on  every  page 
to  the  careful  editorial  oversight  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Hayden. 


FOREFATHERS'    DAY. 

[Dally  Record,  Dec.  23.  1905.] 

The  nineteenth  annual  dinner  of  the 
New  EIngland  Society  of  Northeastern 
Pennsylvania  was  held  at  the  Jermyn, 
Scranton,  last  evening  and  about  125 
members  gathered  round  the  festal 
board  to  do  honor  to  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  in  1620.  The  large 
dining  room  was  lavishly  decked  with 
flags  and  bunting  and  with  holly  and 
other  greens.  The  speakers  Included 
Prof.  Oren  Root  of  Hamilton  College, 
a  brother  of  Secretary  Blihu  Root; 
Hon.  Henry  M.  Hoyt.  solicitor  general 
of  the  United  States,  son  of  the  late 
Governor  Henry  M.  Hoyt  of  Wllkes- 
Barre,  and  Rev.  George  Clarke  Peck, 
D.  D.,  pastor  of  te  Rim  Park  M.  E. 
Church.  Scranton. 

The  dinner,  which  was  an  elaborate 
one.  was  all  over  by  10  o'clock,  at 
which  time  the  address  as  retiring 
president  was  made  by  Alvah  D.  Black- 
Inton.  Edward  B.  Sturges  then  en- 
tered on  his  duties  as  toastmaster. 
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Dr.  Root  spoke  on  "The  Aliveness  of 
New  England."  Mr.  Hoyt's  theme  was 
••The  Pilgrim  in  the  Wyoming  Settle- 
ment," and  Dr.  Peck's  closing  speech 
was  oh  •'The  Pilgrim  of  To-day."  The 
speeches  were  not  lengthy  and  were 
full  of  stirring  patriotism  and  praise 
for  New  England.  Announcement  was 
made  of  the  death  during  the  year  of 
J.  B.  Fish  and  W.  R.  Storrs. 

The  attendance  from  hereabouts  was 
as  follows: 

Wilke»-Barre — Judge  Rice.  Judge 
Ferris,  O.  A.  Parsons,  J.  W.  HoUen- 
back.  Dr.  iJewis  H.  Taylor,  C.  D.  Fos- 
ter, Dr.  F.  C.  Johnson. 

Plains— D.  Scott  Stark. 

Plttston— C.  C.  Bowman,  William  H. 
Peck,  William  J.  Peck. 


FORTY-EIGHTH    ANNIVERSARY. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  meeting  of 
the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geological 
Society  was  held  on  Friday  evening. 
Rev.  Dr.  Jones,  vice  president,  in  the 
chair. 

Christopher  Wren,  curator  of  arch- 
eology, submitted  a  report,  descriptive 
of  the  world's  work  In  this  line  and  of 
accessions    by    the    society. 

A  resolution  of  sympathy  for  the 
P^sident  of  the  society.  Judge  Wood- 
ward,  who  is  ill,   was  adopted. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  cele- 
brate the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  society,  and  the  100th 
ot  Judge  Jesse  Fell's  discovery  that 
coal  could  be  burned  In  an  open  grate. 

A  resolution  appreciative  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Miss  Clara  Bragg,  late  cata- 
loger,  was  adopted. 

The  following  persons  were  elected 
to  membership:  Capt.  Gordon  Scott, 
Jonathan  R.  Williams,  R.  Nelson  Ben- 
nett. Dr  H.  M.  Beck.  Lea  Hunt.  Paul 
Bedford,  T.  L.  Newell,  Miss  Susan  C. 
Foot. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  all 
contributors. 

The  election  of  officers  was  as  fol- 
lows, the  only  change  being  to  elect 
Dr.  Levi  I.  Shoemaker  a  vice  president 
In  place  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  F.  B. 
Hodge: 

President— Hon.    Stanley    Woodward. 

Vice  Presidents— Rev.  Henry  L. 
JoneF,  MaJ.  Irving  A.  Stearns,  Dr. 
Lewis  H.  Taylor,  Dr.  Levi  I.  Shoe- 
maker. 

Corresponding  Secretary  and  Librar- 
ian—Rev. Horace  E.   Hayden. 

Recording  Secretary— Sidney  R. 
Miner. 
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Treasurer— Frederick      C.      Johnson, 

Trustees— Andrew  P.  Derr,  S.  L. 
Btown,  Bd^ard  Welles,  Rfchard 
Sharpe,  H.  H.  Ashley. 

Curtttol^  -^  Areheolo^,  Christopher 
Wren;  numismatics;  Rev.  Horace  E, 
Kayden;  mineralogy,  William  R.  Rick- 
«ttfi;  paleontology,  Jortrua  L.'  Welter; 
paleobotany.  William  Griffith. 

Rev.  Horace  E.  Hayden  submitted 
hHr  amixial  f^pot*t  in  fnt^ffestln^  detail 
but  owing  to  the  unusual  pressure  on 
t»e  Record  cohimns  it  will  have  to  be 
held  over  until  Monday. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer,  Dr.  P.  C. 
.Johnson,  showed  that  ''jes  to  the 
amount  of  $1,006  had  been  collected; 
received  $200  from  Liizeme  County  and 
ten  life  memberships  at  $100  each,  as 
follows:  Mrs.  Mary  Derr,  George  S. 
Bennett,  S.  B.  Vaughn,  W.  Leaven- 
worth, Woodward  Leavenporth,  Jr., 
Abram  Nesbitt,  wife  and  daughter,  J. 
M.  C.  Marble  and  Anna  W.  Hollen- 
back.  Ahiong  the  expenditures  was 
the  purchaae  of  a  Webster  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  bond  of  $1,000;  salaries  of  secre- 
tary, assistant  and  janitor.  $1,245; 
printing,  $216;  balance  in  general  ac- 
count, il99.  Balance  in  catalog  fund, 
$43;  balance  in  savings  account,  await- 
ing Investment,  $1,OOJ. 

List  of  investments: 

Water    Company    $  7,00J 

Plymouth  Bridge  Co 6,000 

Miner- Hillard    Milling   Co 1,600 

Sheldon   Axle  Co 1,000 

People's  Telephone   1,000 

Webster  Coal  &  Coke  6,000 

United  Gac  A  Electric  Co 1,000 

Westmoreland    Club    300 

Total  investments   $22,800 


WILKE8-BARRE  SIXTY  YEARS 
AGO. 

[Daily  Record,  Dec.  28.  1905.] 
Sixty  years  ago  the  old  borough  lines 
extended  from  North  to  South  streets, 
and  from  the  canal  to  the  river,  and 
the  inhabitants  numbered  only  three 
or  four  thousand.  With  very  few  ex- 
-ceptions  there  were  no  paved  sidewalks 
and  in  general  makeup  it  was  like  any 
other  country  village,  with  no  street 
light  at  night  except  that  furnished  by 
the     moon,  and     there  were     probably 

-only  about  half  a  dozen  brick  buildings 
in  the  whole  town.  The  canal  on  the 
south,  west  and  northwest  sides,  with 
elevated     bridges     where     the     streets 

•crossed,  was  the  one  feature  that,  like 
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the  railroads  of  to-day,  gave  the  bor- 
ough a  businesslike  appearance.  Maia 
street  and  Market  street  in  those  days 
ran  right  through  the  Square,  cutting* 
it  into  four  triangles,  with  a  building 
in  each  corner.  The  old  church,  known 
as  "Old  Ship  Zion,"  was  on  the  west 
corner,  the  court  house  on  the  south,, 
a  stone  Are  proof  building  for  the  court 
records  on  the  east,  and  the  old  Acad- 
emy on  the  north  corner.  Franklin 
street  then  ended  at  South  street,  and' 
Washington  street,  north  and  south, 
was  only  partly  open.  Canal  street  was 
mostly  swampy  ground,  and  south  of 
the  canal  was  a  big  bog  pond,  reach- 
ing from  Northampton  to  North  street. 
It  was  a  great  skating  place  in  the 
winter  and*  a  good  place  to  catch  bull- 
heads and  sunflsh  in  the  summer. 
Market  street  and  the  Baltimore  coal 
chutes  was  the  only  dry  ground  In  that 
section  for  a  distance  of  three  blocks. 

The  canal  furnished  employment  for 
many  boatmen,  and  served  as  an  outlet 
for  coal  and  lumber,  and  brought  in 
merchandise  from  the  cities  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore  in  the  summer. 
There  being  no  railroads  at  that  time, 
all  the  merchandise  that  came  into  the 
valley  came  either  by  stage  or  by  canal. 
There  was  a  daily  line  of  stages  to 
Easton,  sixty  miles  over  the  mountains, 
and  it  took  about  sixteen  or  seventeen 
hours  to  make  the  trip,  and  about  two 
days  to  reach  Philadelphia  or  New 
York.  There  was  also  a  stage  line 
running  to  Harrisburg  and  one  to 
Towanda.  and  a  line  of  packet  boats  to 
Northumberland  during  the  summer, 
but  most  of  the  travel  came  over  the 
Easton  turnpike. 

JBIANT  ORCHARiyS. 

There  were  many  large  apple  or- 
chards in  Wilkes-Barre  in  those  days. 
Judge  Ross  on  South  Main  street  had 
one.  with  a  cider  press  and  a  still  .house 
in  it,  located  in  the  rear  of  the  present 
G.  A.  R.  Memorial  Hall.  There  was 
also  Dilley's  orchard  on  South  Frank- 
lin and  River  streets,  while  below, 
where  Franklin  street  then  ended,  was 
a  large  orchard  extending  from  South 
street  clear  below  Ross,  which  was 
divided  by  the  Lehigh  &  Susquehanna 
Railroad  running  to  South  street,  and 
and  a  large  distillery  was  on  the  river 
bank,  just  below  the  present  residence 
of  William  L.  Conyngham.  Squire  Dyer 
a]so  had  an  orchard  just  off  Main 
street  and  Public  Square,  and  there 
were  others  a  little  farther  down,  be- 
tween Main  and  Washington  streets. 
Including  Dr.  Jones^,  northeast  of  the 
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old  Jail;  Joseph  Slocum's.  north  or 
Main  street  canal  bridge,  and  Lew 
Worrell's,  on  North  River  street.  In 
fact  most  of  the  vacant  land  was  cov- 
ered with  apple  and  other  fruit  trees,^ 
and  even  at  this  late  day  I  can  pretty 
near  tell  how  the  apples  tasted  on  every 
tree,  for  the  small  boy  of  that  day  had' 
the  run  of  all  the  orchards  without  fear 
of  being  molested.  Judge  Ross's  cider- 
press  was  a  great  resort  for  the  boys  of 
those  days  at  cider  making  time. 

THE  BOYS  OF  LONG  AGO. 
The  boys  and  men  of  those  early 
days,  as  1.  remember  them,  were  a 
pretty  fair  lot  of  fellows,  and  I  will  try 
and  name  some  of  them,  leaving  out 
the  girls,  ad  they  did  not  count  for 
much  as  they  did  not  go  fishing  or 
swimming  or  skating  with  the  boys., 
but  they  were  Just  as  bright,  and 
smart,  and  pretty  as  the  girls  of  to-day 
are.  The  Dilley  boys,  sons  of  Jesse- 
Dllley,  lived  on  South  River  .street  be- 
low Northampton,  and  were  Sylvester. 
Annlng.  Lyman,  Urban,  Butler.  Fried- 
land  and  Monroe.  Next  above  were- 
Col.  Wright's  boys,  Joseph  and  Rich- 
ard. Then  came  John  L.  Butler's  sons, 
Frank  and  Chester.  Next,  on  the  od- 
posite  corner,  were  Judge  Edmund: 
Taylor's  sons,  John.  Tom  and  Edward; 
then  the  Conyngham  boys.  Butler, 
Tom,  William  L.  and  Charley;  then 
Harry  Fuller's  son,  Harry;  then  Peter- 
McGilchrist's.  at  the  old  Phoenix  Ho- 
tel, Miller  and  Horton.  Further  up  the 
street  was  Samuel  Holland,  the  pioneer 
coal  operator  of  Wyoming  Valley,  with 
his  two  nephews,  Holland  Noles  and 
Holland  Merrltt.  Then  Judge  Relch- 
ard's  sons,  Greorge,  Henry  and  John.  On 
Union  street  were  Col.  Beaumont's 
sons,  John,  Henry,  Andrew  and  Col. 
"Gene,"  and   Col.   LeClerc's  son,   Ed. 

Then  came  the  "Gabtown"  boys,  Billy, 
George,  Oliver  and  Clem  Patterson;  the 
Speece  boys,  Sam  and  Lee,  and  their 
half  brother,  Charlie  Stout.  The  Em- 
erson boys,  Emmons,  George  and 
Byron;  the  Leach  boys,  Oliver,  George, 
Isaiah  and  Silas.  Farther  up  the  str^t 
were  Col.  Hamilton  Bowman's  two 
sons,  Charley  and  Tony.  About  thls^- 
time  Oliver  Hillard  came  from  Charles- 
ton. S.  C,  with  his  two  boys,  Thad  and 
Will,  and  built  the  Hillard  block,  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Union  streets,  and  a 
large  mill  in  the  rear  of  Union  street. 
Esquire  Myers's  sons  were  Lawrence, 
William,  Henry  and  Charles.  The- 
Farrel  boys  on  North  Main  street  were 
Lawrence,  Johnny  and  Dennis.  Sammy 
Corcoran  was  also  one  of  the  boys  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


my  time.  On  Franklin  street  were 
'Sharpe  D.  Liewlg's  sana.  Arnold,  Harry 
a*d  TVjtoy;  on  River  street  were  the 
CtiaiimAn  boys,  stepsons  of  Squire 
Carey,  Charley.  Isaac  and  Dave;  the 
tiotts  of  x?a8h*eT  liynch  of  the  Wyoming 
Bank,  Samuel  and  Koll;  the  sons  of 
Jud^e  Woodward,  Stanley,  George  and 
John;  Rev.  John  Dorrance's  sons.  Ben. 
Jim,  John  and  Charley;  "Daddy" 
Lynde  the  watchmaker,  had  one  son. 
Edward;  the  sons  of  Thomaa  WWte. 
the  wagonmaker  at  the  end  of  Prank- 
rtn  street,  Joe.  John.  Dan  and  Tom; 
preacher  BOcer's  too.  Ed.  On  the  op- 
posite aide,  on  flouth  street,  lived 
Peter  Shlveley,  a  tailor,  with  two  sons, 
Sylvester  and  Peter;  Luke  Moore,  the 
l)lacksm1th.  had  one  son,  George,  about 
my  own  age,  and  several  younger 
ones. 

On  South  Main  street  were  Sterl 
Root.  Jim  Spencer.  Johnny  Lanlng. 
Arnold.  Henry  and  John  Bertles.  Will- 
iam and  Rufus  Marcy.  Bill  Bettle  and 
the  Cutler  boys,  Reuben.  Richard, 
"Stewart  and  Alpheus.  known  as  "Bub;" 
merchant  C.  B.  Fisher's  sons.  Tom  and 
Harry;  and  Fell,  the  blacksmith's  son. 
Eddy.  Then  there  were  the  Brower 
Boys,  Halsey  and  Johnny;  the  Hay 
boys.  William.  Dan,  Tbm  and  John; 
the  Connor  boys  at  the  tot  ol  "Nigger 
Hill."  William.  Wllsey.  Hughey.  Dave, 
Tom  and  John;  the  Kidney  boys,  on  the 
hill.  Sam.  Tom.  Joe  and  James;  preach- 
er Melster's  sons,  John  and  Isaac,  and 
Johnny  Wykoff. 

Then  there  were  the  colored  families, 
the  Tillmans.  Browns,  Tennants  and 
Rexes,  with  large  families  of  boys,  and 
In  those  days  the  color  line  was  not 
drawn,  but  the  white  and  the  colored 
boys  played  together  indiscriminately. 
"Nigger  Hill"  was  a  famous  place  for 
coasting  in  the  winter  and  the  boys 
kept  it  as  smooth  as  glass  as  long  as 
the  snow  lasted. 

Going  back  into  the  town  we  find 
lots  of  more  boys  that  I  knew — Tommy 
Robinson's  boys. Georgeand  "Doc;" post- 
master Collings's  sons.  Samuel.  Eleazar. 
"Quaker"  and  Tom;  George  P.  Steele's 
pon.  Ed;  cabinetmaker  Helm's  son?. 
William,  Ben  and  Tom;  the  Fell  bo'^s. 
Charley,  Theodore  and  Sam.  On  Bast 
Vnion  street  was  Alexandier  Gray,  eo- 
Jierintendent  of  the  Baltimore  Coal  Co 
and  his  three  boys.  John.  Alex  and 
Jim;  Dr  Jones's  sons,  James  and  Ed: 
son.  George;  Lord  Butler's  sons,  Joe, 
Zeb,  Zlba  and  Ed;  Judge  Kidder's  son, 
Scott.  Then  there  were  deacon  Fell, 
"w^ho  lived  at  Joe  Slocum's,  Billy  Freas, 
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who  lived  at  Steele's,  and  the  Iioop 
:i>evs.  Sterling.  Jtfiller  and  *'Jndge/' 
,  On  Northampton  street  were  Tom 
and  Alpheus  Befnnia^  and  Billy  Cook. 
John  Fell  and  £>ldy  BIrlningham.  On 
Washington  Btl^t,  4Port  Hart.  Tom 
Smith,  and  Ekldy  Ooce.  Oh  Franklin 
irtreet,  C.  E.  Butler;  at  the  old  river 
bridge,  Bill.  Harry  and  Oeorge  Kut«. 
iBelow  town  lived  George  and  Billy  M€- 
£«ean.  Charley  Dana  ahd  Bill  mephens, 
and  many  other  good  fellows  wh^se 
names  I  h&ve  forgotten.  On  South 
Maip  street  iived  William,  Tom  and 
-jQhji  Butler,  and  pn  West  Ross  street 
the. Miller  bo3^.  John,  **Bodge,"  Tom 
and  Wesley,  and  Joe  Swayze.  and 
Tnany  others,  large  &nd  small. 
THE  CHURCHES. 

On  the  Square  was  Old  Ship  Zion, 
used  by  the  Methodists,  whose  resident 
pastor  was  F&ther  Roger  Melster,  with 
itinerant  preachers,  who  changed 
every  3^ar. 

At  the  Episcopal  Church  on  South 
Franklin  street  Rev.  R.  R.  Claxton 
was  the  rector.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  stood  where  the  Osterhout 
JL.ibrary  now  stands^  and  the  pastor 
was  the  ,Rev.  John  Dorrance.  I  at- 
tended Sunday  school  in  the  old  class 
houtse.  on  North  Franklin  .street,  when 
Daddy  Claxton  taught  there.  The 
above  were  the  qnly  churches  at  that 
time. 

There  were  no  free  schools  in  those 
days.  The  Perry  girls  had  a  private 
school,  as  did  Mrs.  Hannum  in  the  old 
court  house.  .Mrs.  Jane  Miner  and 
i^athan  Barney,  the  old  Academy  on 
the  Square,  Deacon  Dana'r  preparatory 
school  on  Academy  street  and  Miss 
Blxby's  school  for  young  ladies. 
.  The  Judges  were  John  N.  Conyngham, 
P.  J.,  ex-judges  Scott  and  Kidder, 
judges  George  W.  Woodward  and  War- 
ren J.  Woodward,  and  several  associate 
judges,  among  whom  were  Ziba  Ben- 
nett, William  S.  Ross  and  others. 
LAWYEaiS  AND  TAVERN  KEEPERS 
•  The  leading  lawyers  were  Harry  M. 
Fuller,  Col.  H.  B.  Harrison  and  Caleb 
Wright,  Charles  Denison,  Volney  L. 
Maxwell.  Lyman  Hakes,  LAZsy  Shoe- 
maker, Jonathan  Slooum  and  several 
Others  whose  names  I  have  forgotten. 
Squire  Dyer  and  a  Mr.  Burrows  were 
justices  of  the  peace. 
1  The  principal  hotels  were  the  Old 
Phoenix,  on  River  street,  where  the 
Wyoming  Valley  Hotel  now  is,  of  which 
Peter  McGilchrlst  was  the  proprietor; 
:  Steele's .  Hotel,  on  the  site  of  the  Ben- 
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nett  Building,  on  the  corner  of  the 
Square  and  North  Main  street;  the 
present  Exchange  Hotel,  then  kept  by 
Samuel  Puterbaugh;  the  Black  Horse, 
that  stood  where  the  Osterhout  Block 
now  Is.  kept  by  Archiphus  Parrish  and 
his  sons,  Bradly,  George,  Oould  and 
Charley;  the  White  Horse,  on  West 
Market  street,  kept  by  Petit  and  Beisel, 
and  the  Wyoming  Hotel,  on  South- 
Main  street,  on  the  site  of  the  Chrlstel 
Block,  kept  by  Capt.  Jacob  Bertels. 
STAGE  DRIVERS. 

Then  there  were  the  four-horse  Con- 
cord coaches,  driven  by  the  old  timd 
stage  drivers,  Jeff  Swainbank.  Elijah* 
Knox,  John  Teets,  Stewart  Ralnow, 
Erastus  Cox  and  others,  who  were  men 
of  importance  on  those  days,  and  on 
the  Harrlsburg  route  was  George  Root, 
and  on  the  Towanda  line  George 
Pruner.  Old  Miller  Horton  owned  most 
of  the  stage  lines,  with  his  two  sons, 
John  and  Miller. 

MERCHANTS. 

The  prominent  merchants  of  that 
early  day,  as  I  remember  them,  were: 
George  M.  Hollenback,  Isaac  Wood, 
•John  B.  Wood,  Abram  Wood  and  Matty 
Wood.  Reynolds  &  Slocum,  Henry 
Pettebone,  C.  B.  Fisher,  Martin  Long, 
Marx  Long,  Lynch  &.  Nicholson,  Sintonr- 
&  Tracy.  Camp  Gildersleeve,  Ziba 
Bennett,  J.  Constlne,  Bno  &  Teller, 
Charley  Reets,  Reuben  Flick,  Isaac  M. 
Osterhout,  Jacob  Anheiser,  with  his 
four  sons,  Ed,  Charley,  Henry  and  Bill. 
Bakers,  F.  C.  Walt,  Thomas  Robinson 
and  Zacky  Gray;  hatters,  J.  Snow  and 
Ed  F4erson;  tinners,  Mr.  Howe  and  J. 
Wilson;  butchers,  Jessy  Dilley  and  Blll- 
Davls,  and  Mosey  Wood;  doctors, 
Thomas  Miner,  Dr.  Jones,  Dr.  Boyd 
and  Dr.  Smith;  prominent  carpenters 
and  builders,  John  T.  Bennett,  Hiram 
Dennis  and  Mr.  Barnes,  with  his  four 
sons,  and  Ira  Marcy;  blacksmiths,  Dan 
Bennett.  Harry  Wilson,  John  G.  Fell, 
Thomas  White.  Hugh  and  Ed  Fell,  Mr. 
Drake  and  Dan  Hay;  millinery,  Mrs. 
Nancy  Drake;  druggists,  Charles 
Streator  and  William  Tuck;  wagon- 
makers,  William  Dean,  Thomas  White, 
L.  LeGrand;  shoemakers,  Daddy  Hoff- 
man, Mr.  Davage,  Hart  Alklns,  C.  Kllp- 
ple;  harness  makers,  Eklward  Taylor,- 
E.  B.  Loomis;  tailors.  Gray.  E^rerett, 
Shively,  B rower. 

These  are  about  all  I  recollect,  ^o  I 
will  leave  the  completion  of  this  chap- 
ter for  some  other  historian  with  a  bet-  - 
ter  memory.    Yours, 

J.  Bennett  Smith. 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  report  of  Rev.  H.  K  Hay- 
♦den.  librarian  of  the  Historical  Society, 
is  substantially  as  follows: 

You  are  aware  that  we  are  rapidly 
approaching  the  centennial  of  the  City 
of  Wilkes-Barre  which  we  will  cele- 
l»rate  with  becoming  ceremonies  on  the 
10th  oi  May  next.  In  this  celebration 
this  society  is  asked  to  take  a  promi- 
nent part.  The  duty  of  securing  a 
suitable  orator  and  historical  address 
for  that  occasion  falls  to  our  commit- 
tee. Tcu  will  remember  that  this  so- 
ciety was  foremost  in  securing  a  proper 
•celebration  of  the  centennial  of  the  or- 
ganization of  Luzerne  County  In  1887. 
I  would  remind  you  in  this  conn-ection 
that  two  years  hence.  Feb.  11.  1908,  this 
society  will  have  reached  its  fiftieth 
birthday  on  which  day  it  would  be 
most  fitting  for  us  to  celebrate  not  only 
the  organization  of  the  society,  but  the 
liistoric  incident  which  gave  rise  to 
Its  formation. — Jesse  Fell's  experiment 
in  burning  anthracite  ci>al  in  a  domes- 
tic grate,  the  centennial  of  which  will 
also  fall  on  Feb.  11,  1908. 

During  the  past  year  death  has  con- 
tinued to  be  busy  among  our  mem- 
bers,  six  having  died: 

Rev.  Francis  B.  Hodge,  D.  D. 

Abram  G.  Hoyt. 

Mrs.  Annie  Buckingham  Dorrance 
Reynolds. 

Liddon    Flick. 

Dr.   Charles   S.  Beck. 

Alexander  Coxe. 

While  we  mourn  the  departure  of  ^ 
these  members  it  is  a  pleasure  to  re- 
port an  increase  of  both  life  and  an- 
nual members.  The  life  list  now  num- 
Ijers  129,  and  of  these  thirty-seven  have 
passed  away  but  their  l-fe  membership 
fee  Invested,  still  returns  annually  liv- 
ing dues,  a  memorial  of  our  deceeused 
friends.  The  total  membership  of  the 
society  is  348. 
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The  flnantriai  <k)i!ailion'  ftf  th^  sadety 
9tUl  improves  slowly,  although  It  Is  not 
what  it  ought  to  be.  The  addition  to- 
our  funds  through  life  membership  for 
the  .year  is  11.100: 

Major  Irving  A.  Stearns. 

Mrs.   Henry  H.   Derr. 

William  Rlcketts. 

George  S.  Bennett. 

Woodward,  Leavenworth.  Sr. 

Woodward  Leavenworth,  JV.,  de<- 
ceased. 

Stephen  B.  Vaughn,  deceased.  Kings- 
ton. 

r  • 

Abram  Nesbji^tt.  Kingston* 
Mr%  Sf^ra^  MyjBT^r  (Qoodwia)  Nesbitt, 
deceased,  Klngpton* 

Mrs.  Sarah  (NesMtt)  Smythe.  Kings- 
ton. 

Miss  Anna  W.  Hollenback.  Brooklyn. 
Col.  John  Miner  OBu*ey  Marble.  Lor 
Angeles,  Cal.  .  ', 


ai^d  onj^'in  Qalifonilav^  beeame  n|d|n. 
bers  of  (he  sodiety  becau/ie  they 
thought  it  was  due  to  the  memory  of 
their  ancestors  who  wfei^  iiripWtant 
factors  In  the  earfy  hl»tory  otf  Wyom- 
ing. 

During  tfte  past  twelve  months  •  6,300 
visitors  have  been  registered  in  tbe- 
rooms. 

Our  neigh borH^g  and  dAUghjl;er  cl,ty. 
Scran  ton.  has  hd  other  historical  ^ 
cletj<  than  thisi  wWch  covet*  the  folt 
area. of  old  Luseroe  Cbuntyi  But 
Scranton  has  a  I>r.  Bverhard.  who  is 
about  to  ef^ct  an  extensive  Museum  of 
Natural  History  eosilng, "  ft  fs  safd; 
1600.000.  well  endttwed.  '  Mo&trdse, 
whose  Historical  Society  ha«  just  been 
born,  has  received  as  a  gift  from  Mrs. 
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Cope  of  Philadelphia,  of  Montrose  de- 
scent, the  svm  of 'l«0,000  tt>  endow  it 
with  a  building  arid  an  Ihcome. 

The  Wyomtngr  Historical  and.  Geo- 
logical Society,  the  only  one^ol. Its  kind 
In  the  United  States,  and  next  to  the 
Historical  SocIe.ty  of  PeraliBylvania;  the- 
oldest  and  largest  and  best  e^uipDed 
hi  the  State;  fhaa  em  endpiwroenti  ^Qfr 
only*  ^25,00Q,  of  ^  which  $ld,oaOn  has  beep 
secured  by  the  present  librarian  sincje- 
be  began  7 to  ..obtain  life  members  in 
1S80.  And '  this,  ailm  htis  beelr  seettred, 
not  by  large  gifts;  hut,  excepting  the 
HollenbacK  and  Stearxls .  tundfii  of  U,OQ^ 
each.  not.  one  individual  gi0t  has  ex- 
ceeded $200. 


The  'flnaacial  situation  of  •  the  cata^ 
loglng*  work  has  not  been  so  su'ccfessfuL 
It  requires,  aa  stated  in  19M^  the  sUte^ 
of  $1,600  to  do  ttte  c^bmt>14te  wxn-k  or 
catal^glng'the' 16;000  books'  and  panih 
phlets  In  the  librttry.  'Ofthlsi  ftumthe 
librarian  has  ^eoHected  fronr  t>e  hiftni- 
b(Mrs  of  ih^  society  gifttT  oT 'from  |5  to 
$68/  ■  amounting?:  to  |l,200v  letfvihg  -  $40^^ 
stni. needed.  But  the  trustees- have 'de^ 
cided  to  utilize  the  annual  dues  of  the 
m wibere  to  -meet  this  exnergencs^  and' 
tl^y.  earnestly:  urge-  the-  members  to 
unpsual  prgjmptness  in-  paynftent  of 
their  due^  in  order  to  relieve  the  treas- 
ury of  this  demand.  Among  the  needs- 
pressing  without  the  necessary  funds 
to  meet  them,  is  a  case  for  the  Wren 
collection  of  Wyoming  Indian  relics, 
numbering  when  presented  to  us  7,000* 
pieces.  Increased  by  the  giver  to  10,000 
pieces. 

During  the  past  year  $150  worth  or 
the  published  transactions  have  been 
sold  and  the  money  added  to  the  Lacoe 
and  Ingham  funds.  Thus  the  Lacoe- 
Fund  amounts  now  to  $700  and  the 
Ingham  Fund  to  $530.  The  Zebulon 
Butler  F\ind,  which  is  created  by  gifts 
from  the  descendants  of  that  illus- 
trious hero,  has  been  Increased  by  three 
contributions  of  $50  each  and  amounts- 
to  $710. 
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Among  the  valuable  donations  to  the 
society.  Its  library  and  collections,  dur- 
ing tht  past  year  must  be  especially 
noticed  a  generous  contribution  of  $50 
from  the  Wyoming  Valley  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution to  the  cataloging  fund,  also 
thirty-five  volumes  of  historic  value 
from  George  B.  Kulp,  E>q.  And  what 
is  of  peculiar  local  interest,  and  of 
Revolutionary  history,  the  remains  of 
•*01d  Bunty,"  a  4-pound  cannon,  left 
in  the  valley  by  Sullivan  in  1779,  and 
which  for  many  years,  seventy-five  or 
more,  delighted  the  young  men  on  var- 
ious Independence  days.  A  piece  of 
this  cannon  has  long  been  preserved 
in  the  Historical  Society,  but  the  main 
portion  of  the  gun  has  been  hidden  for 
years  until  now,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  Mr.  Abram  Nesbitt,  who 
has  many  a  time  fired  it,  and  Mr.  R. 
B.  Reilay,  it  has  been  presented  to  the 
society  by  Mr.  Guerdon  Shook  of  Forty 
Fort,  where  it  has  been  secreted.  It 
will  be  mounted  on  a  gun  carriage  and 
exhibited  in  the  rooms.  From  Mr. 
Burton  Voorhis  we  have  received  val- 
uable local  Indian  relics;  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  S.  Beck 
many  fine  Indian  relics,  minerals,  coal 
fossils  and  remains  of  the  extinct 
mammoth.  From  MaJ.  Irving  A. 
Stearns  we  have  received  a  case  of 
minerals,  a  part  of  the  collection  of  the 
late  Capt.  L*.  Denison  Stearns;  and,  as 
previously  referred  to,  fully  3,000  addi- 
tional Indian  relics  from  the  Susque- 
hanna watershed,  with  some  fine  ob- 
jects from  the  stone  age  in  Denmark, 
have  been  presented  by  Mr.  Christo- 
pher Wren. 

The  Librarian  reports  receiving  dur- 
ing the  year:  Books.  542;  pamphlets^ 
•  593;  purchased  books.  50;  donated,  75. 
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EARLY  WYOMING  HISTORY. 

[Daily  Record,  Jan.  16.  1906.] 

The  following  reference  to  a  paper 
read  by  one  of  Wllkes-Barre's  best 
known  citizens,  now  deceased,  appear- 
ed in  the  New  York  Sunday  Tribune: 

Speaker  Cannon,  whose  years  and  ex- 
perience qualify  him  to  speaJc  with 
some  degree  of  authority,  and  who 
spent  the  earlier  years  of  his  life  in 
that  part  of  the  country  where  individ- 
ualism had  the  fullest  possible  scope 
for  development,  recently  stated  that 
the  opportunities  of  the  present  day  far 
exceed  those  enjoyed  by  the  grand- 
fathers of  the  present  generation-  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  ago,  and  that  the 
present  generation  is  better  physically, 
mentally  and  morally  than  any  of  its 
predecessors  have  been.  It  is  only  be- 
cause tim>e  has  smoothed  away  the 
roughness  of  the  ptust  that  the  pessi- 
mists of  the  present  day  seem  to  find 
that  those  whose  activities  covered  the 
first  half  of  the  former  century  were 
more  favored  than  we  now  are,  and 
that  "the  times  are  out  of  Joint" 

One  must  read  of  the  struggles  of  the 
men  of  other  years  in  order  fully  to  ap- 
preciate what  they  experienced  in  or- 
der to  gain  a  livelihood.  *'The  Maga- 
zine of  History"  prints  a  part  of  the 
address  of  the  late  W.  P.  Ryman  of 
Wllkes-Barre,  Pa.,  before  the  Wyom- 
ing Historicai  and  Geologrical  Society, 
wherein  he  mentions  some  of  the  dif- 
ficulties of  settling  the  Wyoming  Vai- 
ley.  He  stated  that  when  he  was  a 
small  boy  he  heard  Charles  Harris, 
then  an  old  man,  tell  of  some  of  his 
earlier  recollections,  which  ran  back  to 
about  the  time  of  the  Wyoming  mas- 
sacre; of  how  his  father  worked  all  the 
first  day  of  his  arrival  at  what  is  still 
known  as  the  "Harris  Settlement" 
felling  trees  and  building  a  cabin. 
Night  came  on  before  the  cabin  could 
be  inclosed.  With  the  darkness  came 
a  pack  of  wolves,  and  to  protect  his 
family  Mr.  Harris  built  a  fire  and  sat 
up  all  night  to  keep  it  burning.  The 
wolves  were  afraid  of  the  flames  and 
would  not  come  near,  and  when  day- 
light came  they  disappeared.  To  pass 
one  night  under  such  circumstances  re- 
quired bravery,  but  to  stay,  build  a 
house,  clear  a  farm  and  raise  a  family 
with  such  terrors  constantly  menacing 
required  a  courage  that  commands  our 
highest  esteem.  Another  settler,  a  Mr. 
Worthington,  came  from  Connecticut  as 
late  as  1806,  less  than  a  hundred  years 
ago,  and  was  compelled  to  cut  a  way 
through  the  forest  and  build  a  house, 
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bis  neareet  neighbors  miles  away  and 
no  clearlngr  in  sigrht  anywhere.  Wolves 
were  then  numerous  and  bold  at  nis^t 
and  the  only  way  Mr.  Worthingtoa 
could  protect  his  family  from  their  as- 
saults was  for  all  to  climb  the  ladder 
to  the  second  floor  and  pull  the  ladder 
up  after  them.  Mr.  Worthington  used 
to  say  that  his  life  during  those  early 
days  was  most  lonely  and  dishearten- 
ing. 

The  best  of  the  first  stores  in  the 
neareart  town  would  hardly  be  dignified 
by  that  name  now.  Only  a  few  neces- 
saries were  kept  in  any  of  them,  and 
''necessaries"  then  had  a  much  scantier 
meaning  than  now.  A  few  of  the  com- 
monest and  cheapest  cotton  cloths  were 
kept  in  stock;  the  woolen  goods  used 
for  winter  wear,  for  both  men  and  wo- 
men, were  ail  homespun.  It  took  many 
years  for  the  storekeepers  to  convince 
the  farmers  that  they  could  buy  heavy 
clothes  of  part  wool  and  part  cotton 
that  would  be  as  durable  as,  and  cheap- 
er than^  the  all  wool  homespun.  The 
time  spent  on  the  latter  was  counted 
as  nothing  and  the  argument  failed.  A 
few  other  kinds  of  goods  in  daily  use» 
such  as  coftee.  tea,  tobacco,  rum.  sugar, 
molasses  and,  of  course,  powder,  shot 
and  fiints.  were  sold.  Lucifer  matches 
had  not  yet  been  invented  and  the 
problem  of  keeping  a  fire  was,  in  winter 
time,  a  serious  one. 

With  no  improved  machinery  the  lot 
of  the  agriculturist  was  esp^ecially  hard. 
There  was  no  easy  work  on  the  farm 
as  there  is  at  the  present  time.  The 
only  plough  in  use  then  was  made  en- 
tirely of  wood,  except  the  point,  and 
was  little  different  from  that  used  by 
the  ancient  E^gyptians  four  thousand 
years  ago.  This  plough  was  Jabbed  into 
the  ground  here  and  there  between 
roots,  stumps  and  stones,  and  with  it 
a  little  dirt  could  be  torn  up  now  and 
then. 

■  »  ■ 

DEATH  OF  F.  B.  MYERS. 

[Daily  Record,  Jan.  17,  19M.] 

F.  Benham  Myers,  for  many  years 
one  of  the  best  known  residents  of  the 
West  Side,  fell  to  the  sidewalk  on 
North  Main  street.  Just  above  the  Reo 
ord  office,  shortly  aftem  oon  Jan.  16, 
1906,  and  died  from  heart  failure  within 
a  few  minutes. 

His  fall  to  the  sidewalk  wa«  noticed 
by  several  bystanders  and  they  hasten- 
ed to  his  assistance  at  once.  B.  P. 
Maxey.  Dr.  Barney  arid  others  carried 
him  into  one  of  the  stores  near    the 
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place  in  front  of  which  he  was  stand- 
ingr  when  the  attack  occurred.  Dr. 
Walter  Davis  was  also  called  and  ar- 
rived after  Mr.  Myers  had  been  assist- 
ed inside,  but  all  their  efforts  were  of 
no  avail  and  he  died  without  regain- 
ing consciousness. 

The  body  was  identified  as  that  of 
Mr.  Myers  and  later  he  was  removed 
to  his  home  on  Market  street.  Kings- 
ton, which  he  had  left  only  a  few 
hours  previously,  apparently  in  good 
health. 

Frederick  Benham  Myers,  a  lifelong 
resident  of  the  Wyoming  Valley,  Penn- 
sylvania, born  June  10,  1846,  In  Kings- 
ton, Lucerne  County,  a  son  of  Madi- 
son F.  and  Harriet  (Myers)  Myers, 
natives  of  Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
and  Kingston  Town^ip,  Pennsylvanli^ 
respectively,  and  grandson  of  Michael 
Myers  of  Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
who  was  one  of  four  brothers— Law- 
rence, Philip.  William  and  Michael— 
who  emigrated  to  this  country  at  an 
early  date. 

Madison  F.  Myers  (father)  came  to 
the  Wyoming  Valley  and  settled  on  the 
old  homestead  near  which  P^ederick 
Benham  Myers  lived,  and  which  is  In 
Kingston  near  the  present  Kingston 
depot..  The  patent  for  the  homestead 
was  issued  May  20,  1806,  and  the  farm 
represented  here  has  never  been  out 
of  the  possession  oi;  the  Myers  faml'.y 
since.  Madison  F.  Myers  cultivated 
and  improved  this  property,  making  it 
one  of  the  highly  productive  farms  of 
the  locality,  and  resided  thereon  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  2,  1869. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  wsis  Har- 
riet Myers,  bore  him  the  following 
children  who  lived  to  reach  maturity: 
Miranda,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife 
of  Charles  Steele  of  Pittston,  later  re- 
moving to  Fall  City,  Richardson  Coun- 
ty, Nebraska.  Philip  Thomas,  de- 
ceased, was  a  resident  of  Kingston. 
Martha  A.,  married  Archibald  J. 
Weaver,  now  deceased,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  four  children  who  lived 
to  maturity;  they  resided  in  F^ll  City, 
Nebraska,  and  Mr.  Weaver  served  as 
district  attorney  of  that  city  two 
terms,  and  also  as  judge  and  congress- 
man for  the  district;  Frederick  Ben- 
ham. whose  name  heads  this  sketch; 
William  P.,  married  Helen  McCarty, 
issue,  three  children,  reside  in  Fall 
City,  Nebras-ka.  Mrs.  Madison  F. 
Myers  died  Dec.  F.  1889,  at  the  age  of 
83  years. 

Frederick  Benham  Myers  acquired  a 
liberal  education,  having  been  a  stu- 
dent in  the  public  schools  of  Kingston, 
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Wyoming  Seminary  and  Ca«enovia 
Seminary,  New  York.  He  had  always 
followed  farmngr  and  grardenlng,  com- 
mencing this  line  of  work  when  In  his 
teens  and  having  charge  of  the  farm 
before  he  was  of  age,  after  the  death 
of  his  father  and  working  during  va- 
cations while  nursuing  h»  studies. 
Liater  his  operations  were  conducted 
near  Dallas,  where  he  had  a  *arge 
truck  farm,  and  in  Westmo^^r,  where 
he  had  a  large  garden,  the  largest  In 
that  vicinity.  On  a  portion  Is  the  old 
homestead.  Another  part  is  now  be- 
ing cut  up  into  building  lots  and  sold 
and  constitutes  the  Myers  Annex  to 
Edwardsville.  Through  his  own  ability 
and  the  exercise  of  energy  and  uncon- 
querable determination  Mr.  Myers  had 
made  a  success  of  this  enterprise  and 
had  also  gained  a  reputation  as  a  pro- 
gressive and  practical  agriculturist. 
He  had  borne  a  full  share  in  the  pro- 
motion of  community  Interests  and  had 
been  chosen  to  serve  as  director  In  the 
Commonwealth  Telephone  Co.  of  Scran- 
ton  and  in  the  Centremoreland  Tele- 
phone Co.,  In  both  of  which  he  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  credit  and  ef- 
ficiency. Prior  to  the  Civil  War,  about 
1859  or  1860,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
first  fire  company  of  Kingston.  .  Mr. 
Myers  was  a  Prohibitionist  In  princi- 
ple, a  Republican  in  national  politics, 
but  in  local  affairs  cast  his  vote  for 
the  man  who.  In  his  opinion,  was  the 
best  qualified  for  the  office. 

Mr.  Myers  is  survived  by  his  wife 
and  the  following  children:  Fred 
Philip;  May  and  Jessie,  attending 
Syracuse  University;  Mrs.  Harriet  Ma- 
comber  of  Port  Dickinson,  N.  T.;  Lisle, 
and  Miss  Laura,  a  student  at  Wyoming 
Seminary. 


FRANCES  8L0CUM. 

[Daily  Record,  Jan.  20,  1906.] 

Of  all  the  incidents  in  the  history  of 
our  Wyoming  Valley  the  capture  and 
captivity  of  little  Prances  Slocum  In 
1778  Is  probably  the  mocrt  widely 
known.  Thousands  have  read  of  the 
snatching  away  of  this  Mttle  5-year-old 
child  by  a  band  of  lurking  savages  as 
she  was  playing  about  the  cabin  door. 
The  world  knows  how  the  little  girl 
grew  to  womaniiood  and  became  a 
swarthy  squaw,  who  when  discovered 
by  her  brothers  nearly  sixty  years  la- 
ter refused  to  give  up  her  rude  Indian 
life  and  return  to  the  comforts  of 
civilisation. 
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Well,  the  story  has  been  often  tofld 
and  has  furnished  material  for  many  a 
writer  of  fiction  and  poetry  and  his- 
tory, bu/t  none  has  told  It  so  charm- 
Ingrly  as  has  Mrs.  Martha  Benne-tt 
Phelps  of  Wilkes-Barre,  a  grand-niece 
of  the  Wyomdng  captive,  In  a  handsome 
book  of  167  pages  from  the  Knicker- 
bocker press  In  New  York,  the  title  be- 
ing "Prances  Slocum,  the  Los?t  Sister 
of  Wyoming." 

The  frontispiece  gives  a  reproduotlon 
in  cottors  oif  the  original  painting  by 
George  Winters  showing  Prances  Slo- 
cum  as   she   was  when   discovered    by 


MONUMENT  TO  PRANCES  SLOCUM 

her  brothers,  who  had  spent  a  lifetime 
in  search  of  their  lost  sister.  The  origi- 
nal of  this  portrait,  almost  life  size,  Is 
in  the  pos»e«sion  of  Mrs.  Mary  Butler 
Ayree  of  Wilkes-Barre.  The  copy,  in 
colors,  was  made  by  Miss  Jennie 
Brownscomibe,  so  well  known  in  art  cir- 
cles. There  are  also  other  Illustrations 
In  colors  of  members  of  the  family  of 
the  captive  In  Indian  garb  and  these 
were  executed  by  Mrs.  Phelps's  daugh- 
ter. Mrs.  Anna  Phelps  Burrows  of  Lon- 
don, England. 
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The  Bloicums  were  Quakers  and  emi- 
grated from  Rhode  Island  to  Wyomlncr 
in  1777  and  tullt  a  cabin  about  where 
Lee's  planingr  mill  now  stands,  corner 
of  North  street  and  Pennsylvanila  ave- 
nue. Aifter  the  toattle  of  July  3,  1778, 
nearly  all  the  settlers  fled,  but  the 
filocums  and  a  few  others  remained  to 
gather  the  crope.  They  thought  their 
Quaker  proclivities  would  spare  them 
from  savage  attack,  but  they  were  mis- 
taken, for  in  the  late  autumn  their 
cabin  was  attacked  by  a  pnowting  band 
of  Indians  who  shot  and  scalped  one 
boy  and  carried  off  little  5-year-old 
Frances  Into  the  forest.  A  Klngsley  child 
whose  father  was  in  captivity  was  also 
carried  off  and  no  trace  was  left  be- 
hind. 

According  to  the  story  toM  toy  Fran- 
ces to  her  brothers  in  aCter  years  the 
first  nig<ht  was  spent  in  a  cave.  wMch 
is  probably  the  rocky  den  near  Moun- 
tain Park,  known  to-day  as  the  Her- 
mtt's  Den.  She  remembered  toeing  very 
tired  and  hungry  and  crying  herself  to 
sleep.  They  then  traveled  many  days 
through  the  woods  until  they  caime  to 
an  Indian  village.  At  night  they 
would  sleep  on  toeds  of  hemlock  boughs, 
warmed  by  a  blazing  fire.  They  drank 
from  the  brooks  and  the  Indians  made 
her  a  cup  out  of  birch  bark.  She  de- 
scribed the  treatment  of  the  Indians  as 
very  kind— fed  her  w\lth  the  beet  they 
had  and  carried  her  when  too  tired  to 
walk  further.  The  boy  was  sutose- 
quently  released  and  made  his  way  in 
safety  to  the  settlements. 

EMdently  the  winter  was  spent  at 
•Niagara  and  here  Frances  Slocum  was 
registered  in  the  list  of  captives,  tout 
the  writing  of  Slocum  looked  like 
Hookam.  Had  it  been  plainly  written 
Slocum  the  brothers  in  subsequent  vis- 
Its  to  Niagara  might  have  found  her, 
although  it  is  likely  that  the  Indians 
induETtriousfly  kept  her  from  the  sight 
of  the  searching  brothers,  lest  she  be 
recogrnized  and  taken  back  to  civiliza- 
tion. So  the  tolunder  of  some  cai^eless 
clerk  or  soldier  prevented  her  being  re- 
stored in  childhood  to  her  family.  In 
the  meantime  a  later  war  party  had 
killed  her  father  and  grandfather  at 
"WUlkes-JBarre  and  completed  the  moth- 
er's  desoQation. 

Some  time  was  spent  at  Sandusky 
and  the  next  winter  at  Niagara  again. 
Then  they  went  to  Detroit  where  the 
Indians  made  many  canoes  in  prepara- 
tion for  co-operating  with  the  British 
forces.  She  rememibered  seeling  the  sol- 
diers returning  with  scaips  in  their 
belts.    She  lived  at  Detroit  three  years. 
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and  after  the  war  (tbe  Indtans  lived 
by  raising  corn  and  bunttng  and  fish- 
ing. Her  next  home  waa  at  Port 
W*ayne,  Indiana,  where  ahe  thought 
she  lived  twenty-five  or  thirty  years. 
She  married achief  named  IMtle  Turtle, 
who  was  killed  in  baittle.  Her  adopt- 
ed father  talked  E^ngllsh  and  taught  H 
to  Frances,  but  after  hds  death  she  for- 
got  it  aill.  She  then  nmrried  a  Miami 
chief  and  she  took  the  Miami  neme 
Maconaqua.  She  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  daughters  grew  to 
maturity. 

Twenty-nine  years  after  her  captivity 
her  broken  hearted  mother  died,  aged 
71  years.  Her  iyrothers  had  spent  many 
yeani  in  searching  for  Frances,  and 
were  at  last  rewarded.  But  Instead  of 
the  laughing  little  child  who  had  been 
carried  away  fifty  years  before,  she 
was  a  tawny  squaw.  A  chapter  is  de- 
voted to  the  visits  to  her  by  the  broth- 
ers and  sisters  in  a  day  when  there 
were  no  railroads  and  hardly  any 
stages.  The  narrative  teflls  how  they 
identified  her  by  means  of  a  scar  In- 
flicted by  a  little  brother  with  an  ax 
and  how  she  was  able  to  describe  het 
chfldhood  home  in  a  manner  to  demon- 
stiute  that  she  was  indeed  the  long- 
lo8|  Frantres.  She  even  rememibered 
her  first  jiame. 

The  brothers  begrged  in  vain  that  she 
return  with  them  to  a  home  of  com- 
fort and  ease,  but  thedr  loving  en- 
treaties fell  on  deaf  ears  and  she  would 
not  give  up  her  Indian  llfe^-for  she 
had  become  Indeed  an  Indian  herself. 
She  died  in  the  Christian  faith  at  the 
age  of  74  years. 

Mrs.  Phelps  tells  all  these  and  many 
other  things  in  a  manner  that  makes 
her  work  as  fascinating  as  a  novel. 

Frances  Slocum  sleeps  In  an  Indian 
burying  ground  by  the  side  of  a  beau- 
tiful stream  In  the  West-^the  MIsbIs- 
sinewa  in  Indiana.  Her  descendants  in 
1900  placed  a  monument  over  her  grave, 
of  wblch  an  Illustration  is  given  above. 
MetQfbers  of  the  Slocum  family  and 
othei%.  from  many  States  were  present 
at  the  unveiling  to  do  honor  to  the 
memory  of  the  "White  Rose  of  the 
Mlamis."  Among  those  present  was 
Qeorge  Slocum  Bennett  of  Wilkes- 
Barre.  whose  grandfather  sought  out 
and  identified  his  long-lost  sister.  Two 
thousand  persons  witnessed  the  unveil- 
ing, including  250  Indians  and  half- 
breeds.  Among  the  speakers  was 
Chief  Gabriel  Godfroy.  the  last  lineal 
descendant  of  the  Miami  tribe,  whose 
remarks  were  In  the  Miami  language 
and  in  Engll^. 
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rt  Is  lntere«tlni:  to  remark  that  the 
Wilkes- Barre  descendants  are  planndngr 
to  erect  a  monument  or  tablet  to  mark 
the  sHe  of  the  Slocum  cabin,  from 
whteh  little  Frances  "was  carried  cap- 
tive in  1778. 


£LIZABETH    STARK    SHOEMAKER. 

Mrs.  Blizabeth  Stark  Shoemaker  de- 
parted this  life  Jan.  21,  1906,  in  mains, 
at  the  residence  of  her  daugrhter,  Mrs. 
David  Scott  Stark,  with  whom  she  had 
made  her  home  for  many  years.  She 
died  in  the  fullness  of  Christian  faith 
and  with  entire  resigrnation  to  the 
divine  will,  in  the  eigrhty-sixth  year  of 
her  age. 

EMizabeth  Stark  Shoemaker,  daughter 
of  James  and  Mary  (Micha^el)'  Stark, 
was  bom  at  Plains  in  the  old  family 
homestead.  Nov.  29,  1820.  and  was  a 
great  great  grand-daughter  of  CfhHsto- 
pher,  and  great  grand-daughter  of 
James  and  grand-daughter  of  Henry 
Stark,  born  in  Connecticut  1762.  The 
Starks  were  Bnglish.  Mrs.  Stark  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  an  Bnglish  baron, 
who  was  also  son  of  a  baron  of  York- 
shire. They  were  wealthy,  owninir  a 
manor  and  vast  estates  and  beaffing 
their  coat-of-arms  in  Great  Britain. 

They  arrived  in  New  E^ngj^aod  at  a 
very  early  date.  They  came  to  the 
Wyoming  Valley  with  the  first  settlers 
and  with  their  energy  and  blood  help- 
ed   make   it   historic. 

In  1846  (Miner  wrote:  In  upper  Wilkes. 
Barre,  nearly  a  mile  from  the  Pittston 
line,  northwesterly  from  the  State 
road  towards  the  river  is  an  a^icient 
family  burying  ground  where  repose, 
side  by  side.  Christopher,  Jeimes  and 
Henry  Stark.  These  three  were  father, 
son  and  grand  son.  and  the  patrimonial 
estate  was  occupied  by  James  Stark, 
aged  about  60.  who  at  that  time  could 
point  to  the  three  generations  of  his 
ancestors.  Miner  thought  at  that  time 
there  was  not  another  instance  where 
there  was  a  great  grrand-father  buried 
in  the  county.  Christopher  and  his  son 
both  died  before  the  Wyoming  battle. 

In  1772  Aaron  sold  his  land  claim  to 
James  and  settled  in  another  part  of 
the  valley.  Gen,  John  Stark — the  hero 
of  Bennington— was  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  three  brothers  and  a  rela- 
tive of  those  of  the  name  in  the  Wyom- 
ing Valley.  Nor  was  the  patriotic  spirit 
confined  to  the  New  Hampshire  branch. 
On  the  enlistment  of  the  independent 
companies  of  Durkee  and  Ransom, 
Writes     Miner.  James  Stark,     son     of 
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James  and  brother  of  Henry,  Joined  the 
army  and  marched  to  meet  the  enemy. 
Three  of  the  name  were  In  the  Wyom- 
ing: battle  fought  July  3.  1778— Daniel. 
Aaron  and  James  Stark,  the  latter 
only  escaping  death.  The  first,  and  for 
many  years,  the  beet  frame  house  In 
Upper  Wilkes-Barre  belonged  to  the 
Stark  family.  Says  Miner  in  1845: 
Painted  red  more  than  half  a  century 
ago,  situated  on  the  first  rise  of  the 
river,  commanding  a  pleasant  prospect 
of  the  Susquehanna  and  large  meadows, 
it  was  an  object  of  admiration  and  at- 
tention. James  Stark,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  ETlizabeth  Shoemaker,  was  a  long^ 
time  magistrate  and  the  pioneer  mer- 
chant of  the  Plains;  he  opened  his  store 
In  1812.  He  was  one  of  three  who 
foundwl  the  first  Methodist  Church  In 
1843,  and  one  of  the  largest  coal  land 
owners  in  the  Wyoming  and  Liacka- 
wanna  valleys,  and  oi*e  of  its  first  coal 
operators,  and  very  wealthy  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Feb.  3,  1856. 

Mrs.  Shoemaker  spent  the  most  of  her 
life  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  in 
Monroe  County.  She  was  the  widow 
of  Charles  Shoemaker,  who  came  of  an 
honored  family.  His  ancestors  came  to 
America  in  the  sixteenth  century.  He 
was  a  grandson  of  Capt.  Henry  Shoe- 
maker of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
son  of  Capt.  Jacob  Shoemaker  of  the 
State  Militia.  He  was  a  well  read  man, 
of  fine  ability;  a  stanch  Republican,  tak- 
ing a  great  interest  in  politics  at  the 
time  of  our  Civil  War  and  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves.  He  established 
Shoemaker's  postoflfice,  and  was  the 
poetmaster  for  many  years  and  dealt 
largely  in  the  mercantile  business  and 
owned  considerable  real  estate.  James 
Shoemaker,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Mankato.  Minn.,  and  the  Hon.  A.  J. 
Shoemaker  were  brothers. 

Mrs.  Shoemaker  resided  at  the  Dela- 
ware Water  Oap  several  years  and  was 
prominently  associated  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  that 
place,  and  was  one  of  the  few  to  con- 
tribute toward  the  erecting  of  the  edi- 
fice, which  now  marks  the  site  to 
which  she  gave  most  liberally.  She 
also  gave  a  part  of  the  land  on  which 
the  Moosic  Methodist  Church  now 
stands,  and  was  very  generous  to  the 
poor.  In  1876  she  made  West  Pittston 
her  home  for  ten  years,  coming  back 
to  the  place  of  her  birth  in  1886,  ending 
life  where  she  began  it  so  many  years 
ago.  She  was  a  sister  to  the  late  John 
M.  Stark  and  Mrs.  B.  D.  Beyea;  also 
sister  to  the  late  David  Scott  Stark  of 
Wilkes-Barre,*  a  cousin  of  Ju6ge  Searle 
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of  Montrose  and  a  relative  of  Gen.  Wil- 
liam Stark  Rosecrans,  'The  hero  of 
Stone  River." 

Five  children  survive — Mary,  wife  of 
G.  W.  Snyder  of  Wilkes-(Barre,  Geor- 
erianf^  wife  of  D.  Scott  Stark  of 
Plaina,  Alice,  wife  of  W.  Frank  Ver- 
Beck  of  New  York  City.  Miss  Jennie 
Shoemaker  and  Charles  J.  Shoemaker. 
Two  sons  and  a  daugrhter  are  deceased, 
—James  Stark  Shoemaker,  a  graduate 
of  Elastman's  Business  College.  Pough- 
keepsie.  N.  T.  and  a  prominent  citizen 
and  business  man  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.. 
Henrietta    and    David  Scott  Shoemaker. 


THE  NANTICOKE  DAM. 

[Dally  Record,  Mar.  1.  1906.] 

Sixty-flve  years  ago  the  writer,  a  boy 
of  sixteen,  made  his  first  trip  through 
the  chute  of  Nantlcoke  down  on  a  pine 
raft  of  sawed  lumber  ten  platforms 
long,  loaded  with  pine  shingles,  his 
father,  Thomas  Ingham,  being  the 
pilot.  It  was  rather  a  high  rafting 
freshet,  the  upper  abutments  could 
hardly  be  seen  and  the  chute  was  very 
rough,  but  we  ran  It  safely  "without 
drawing  a  wedge,  or  breaking  a  coup- 
ler," as  the  raftsman's  phrase  went. 
Not  so  fortunate  were  some  rafts  that 
had  gone  through  the  day  before,  for 
we  saw  several  pieces  of  wrecked 
rafts  in  Hunlock's  eddy,  where  the 
owners  were  repairing  damages. 

Nanticoke  was  dreaded  by  the  North 
Branch  raftsmen  worse  than  any  other 
dam  from  Towanda  to  Conestogo.  and 
had  they  known  as  much  about  dyna- 
mite as  is  now  known,  they  would 
have  blown  it  out  of  the  river. 

In  the  first  place,  the  chute  was  en- 
tirely too  short  for  the  height  of  the 
dam,  and  gave  the  raft  such  furious 
speed  than  in  case  either  corner  of  the 
forward  end  raked  the  eddies  on  the 
right  hand,  or  the  left,  the  raft  would 
be  sure  to  dive  to  the  bottom,  tear  the 
forward  platform  to  pieces,  swing 
around  and  break  in  two. 

In  the  second  place,  the  dam  was 
built  in  a  bend  of  the  river,  and  the 
chute  was  parallel  to  the  course  of  the 
river  below  (which  was  right),  but  this 
made  It  difficult  to  get  a  raft  safely 
Into  It.  It  would  not  do  to  keep  the 
raft  out  far  enough  from  the  eastern 
short  so  that  the  men  could  see 
through  it.  as  a  raft  in  that  position 
would  go  over  the  dam  In  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  the  crew  to  prevent  It.  The 
only  safe  way  was  to  gA  the  forward 
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end  out  into  the  chute  and  then  hurry 
the  stem  out  aa  fast  as  possible,  but 
generally  the  raft  would  rub  the  shore 
abutment,  and  sometimes  hard  enough 
to  crook  the  raft. 

Another  thing,  the  chute  was  only 
wide  enough  for  a  single  raft,  and  as 
they  generally  ran  in  fleets  of  two, 
with  only  one  pilot,  It  made  a  great 
hindrance  in  double  tripping.  I  have 
been  rafting  down  the  river  many 
times  since  that  first  trip,  and  some- 
times stove  the  forward  platform  all 
to  pieces,  and  lost  the  oar. 

Now  a  few  words  about  taking  out 
the  accursed  old  dam.  I  will  say  I 
believe  the  pine  timber  of  which  it  is 
constructed  is  as  sound  as  ever,  and 
will  pay  all  the  cost  of  taking  out  the 
obstruction. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Co.  took  out 
every  stick  of  the  Horse  Race  dam 
for  the  sake  of  the  timber.  They  were 
not  obliged  to  take  it  out,  and  had 
they  not  known  the  value  of  the  pine 
timber  it  would  have  remained  in  the 
river  till  this  day. 

The  Record  speaks  very  cautiously 
about  the  removal  of  the  dam  in  les- 
sening the  height  of  the  grreat  floods 
for  miles  above  it.  It  says:  "In  the 
first  place,  the  resolution  shows  a  dis- 
positon  to  grant  relief  to  the  flood  suf- 
ferers along  the  lowlands,  if  relief  can 
be  had."  No  doubt  some  of  the  editors 
have  been  at  Nanticoke  in  flood  time, 
and  could  not  flnd  any  dam  there— saw 
only  some  breaks  and  ripples.  The 
water  at  the  lower  end  of  rifts,  or  falls, 
commences  raising  and  leveling  up 
flrst.  and  the  falls  are  soon  "drowned 
out."  In  the  case  of  a  flood  (like  we 
had  a  few  weeks  ago),  there  were  no 
falls  anywhere  along  the  river.  The 
current  moved  on  swiftly,  and  as  fast 
once   place  as  another. 

I  had  a  dam  on  the  Sugar  Run 
Creek  5%  feet  high  (more  than  half 
as  high  as  the  Nanticoke  dam)  and 
when  there  was  a  flood  in  the  creek 
there  was  no  fall  there,  and  a  stranger 
would  have  sworn  there  was  no  dam 
there.  Taking  out  that  dam  could 
have  made  no  difference  in  the  height 
of  the  water  above  it,  unless  the  bed 
of  the  creek  had  been  lowered.  Taking 
out  the  Nanticoke  dam  would  not.  in 
my  opinion,  make  a  particle  of  differ- 
ence in  time  of  great  floods  in  the 
height  of  water  above  the  dam,  be- 
cause at  flood  time  the  dam  is  no  ob- 
struction. The  water  moves  as  freely 
above  it  as  if  there  were  no  dam 
there. 
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If  the  dam  were  taken  out  and  $20.- 
000  spent  In  dredging  out  the  bottom 
of  the  river  to  the  depth  of  Ave  feet, 
from  Plttston  down  to  Hunlock.  it 
would  help  matters  amazingly. 

J.  W.  Ingham. 

Sugar  Run.  Pa. 


DEATH  OF  REV.  C.  J.  COLLINS. 

[Dally  Record,  March  20,  1906.] 

On  Monday.  March  19,  at  hie  home, 
301  West  One  Hundred  and  Seventh 
street,  New  York  City,  occurred  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Jewett  Col- 
lins in  the  eighty-flrst  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  noted  for  his  scholarly  attain- 
ments and  for  a  long  period  identified 
with  the  educational  interests  of  this 
city.  To  him  we  are  primarily  in- 
debted for  our  present  efficient  public 
school  system. 

Mr.  Collins  wa«  born  In  Wilkes- 
Barre  June  25,  1825,  and  was  the  son  of 
Oristus  Collins,  a  distinguished  lawyer 
and  at  one  time  president  Judge  of  the 
Lancaster  Coifnty  courte.  His  mother 
was  Anne,  daughter  of  Dr.  David  H. 
and  Patience  Bulkeley  Jewett  of  New 
London,  Cotin.  Mrs.  Jewett  with  three 
daughters,  son  and  negrro  slave  came 
to  Wilkes-Barre  in  1815,  and  the  family 
resided  on  Franklin  street  for  sixty 
years,  about  where  the  Grand  Opera 
House  now  stands.  Another  daughter. 
Elizabeth,  was  the  mother  of  the  late 
Dr.  David  J.  Waller  of  Bloomsburg. 

Charles  J.  Collins  wa^  a  descendant, 
through  his  maternal  grandmother,  of 
elder  William  Brewster,  president 
Charles  Chauncey  of  Harvard  College 
and  of  the  Denison,  Prentice  and  Lati- 
mer families  of  Connecticut.  He  grad- 
uated from  Williams  CoUegre,  Mass.,  In 
1845,  and  remained  there  as  tutor  for 
two  years.  In  1854  he  graduated  from 
the   Princeton     Theological    Seminary. 

In  1855  he  became  second  principal  of 
the  Wilkes-Barre  Female  Institute  and 
resigned  to  become  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Danville,  Pa.  In 
November,  1866,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  school  board,  "superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  Wilkes-Barre." 
and  entered  into  the  work  with  en- 
thusiasm, succeeding  so  well  the  first 
year  that  the  board  In  their  report 
said:  "The  board  In  the  most  em- 
phatic manner  desire  to  recognize 
their  obligations  to  Rev.  C.  J.  Col- 
lins. ♦  *  The  amount  of  labor,  time, 
well       directed       skill,       energy       and 
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conscience  which  he  put  Into  his  work 
is  best  known  to  your  board.  Himself 
a  mature  scholar,  and  experienced 
educator,  he  quicldy  apprehended  the 
wants  of  our  locality.  •  •  •  His  en- 
thusiasm was  at  all  times  unabated; 
his  interest  in  the  cause  of  education 
was  the  result  of  a  conviction  of  its 
utility,  and  he  most  conscientiously 
met  every  responsibility  before  him." 

In  August,  1874,  he  reeigrned  owing 
to  ill  health,  and  became  principal  of 
the  Princeton  Preparatory  School  at 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  where  he  remained 
until  1881,  when  he  removed  to  Rye, 
N.  Y.,  and  for  sevaral  years  conducted 
a  successful  school  for  boys.  Since 
then  he  has  resided  in  New  York 
City. 

Mr.  Collins  was  twice  married— first 
to  Annie  Rankin  of  Newburg,  N.  Y., 
and  had  three  daughters,  who  survive 
him:  Laura,  who  married  William  H. 
Parsons;  Annie  Wolcott,  married  Wal- 
ter B.  Howe,  and  Louise  Huntington, 
who  married  G.  Horace  Tappau,  all  of 
New  York  City.  Mr.  Collins  is  also 
survived  by  his  second  wife,  Ida  V. 
Martin. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Brundage,  Levi  Waller 
and  C.  E.  Butler  of  this  city  are  also 
cousins. 


JOSEPH    M.  8T0DDART  DEAD. 

[Daily  Record,  March  26,  1906.] 

Joseph   Marshall 
Stoddart,    an    old- 
time    merchant    of 
Philadelphia,    died 
yesterday     at     his 
home      in      Rydal, 
Montgomery      Co.. 
Pa.,    after    an    ill- 
ness    of       several 
months'     duration. 
Mr.    Stoddart   was 
90    years    old    last 
November  and  was 
the   son   of  John   Stoddart,   founder  of 
Stoddartsville.         Mr.       Stoddart      was 
twice  married,   all  of  his  five  children 
being     born     him   by  his     first     wife. 
These  were  Curwan  and  Gideon  of  Ry- 
dal; Joseph  M..  Jr.,  of  New  York;  Mrs. 
George  F.   Lasher  of  Rydal,   and   Mrs. 
George    Butler    of    Dorranceton.        For 
many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  dry 
goods  business  In   Philadelphia,   in   the 
firm  of  Curwan  Stoddart  &  Bro.     Some 
years  ago  his  health  began  to  fail,  since 
which  time  he  has  spent  his  summers 
at  Stoddartsville.  his  cott£>ge  standing 
;)ust  over  the  falls  ol  the  Lehr^j^ht 
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Nearly  twenty  years  ago  he  was  par- 
tially disabled  by  a  stroke  of  paralysis, 
but  he  was  a  man  of  unbounded  energrj* 
and  by  systematic  exercise  he  not  only 
passed  the  time  pleasantly,  but  largely 
regained  his  powers.  He  obtained  an 
outfit  of  woodworking  tools  and  busied 
himself  in  making  useful  articles, 
which  he  either  presented  to  his  friends 
or  gave  to  church  fairs  to  be  placed 
on  sale.  From  a  sightly  bluff  on  his 
grounds  could  be  had  most  picturesque 
views.  The  tract  was  kept  in  a  state 
of  nature,  pines  and  rhonododendrons 
and  other  denizens  of  the  forest  having 
been  left  undisturbed. 

The  old  mill  at  Stoddartsville.  now  in 
ruins,  was  built  by  his  father  in  1815, 
at  which  time  Stoddartsville  was 
founded. 

Joseph  M.  Stoddart  was  a  highly 
cultivated,  genial,  generous,  patient 
man,  and  all  who  knew  him  will  grieve 
to  hear  of  his  taking  oft. 


WILKE8-BARRE    IN   CONGRESS   IN 

1815-1906. 

[Daily  Record,  March  28,  1906.] 

(By  Henry  W.  Palmer.) 

The  first  name  that  appears  on  the 
rolls  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  from  Wilkes-Barre  is  that  of 
Thomas  Burnside,  who  began  his  ser- 
vice in  the  Fourteenth  Congress  In 
December,  1815.  He  had  achieved  dis- 
tinction as  a  member  of  the  general 
,  assembly  from  Luzerne  County  before 
his  election  to  Congress.  He  resigned 
his  seat  in  1816.  and  was  afterwards  a 
Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Asso- 
ciate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

From  that  time  the  town  has  had  no 
reason  to  complain  that  her  citizens 
have  been  slighted  or  that  those  sent 
have  not  achieved  a  full  share  of  the 
honors  of  the  earth  while  In  Congress, 
or  before  or  afterward. 

George  Dcnison,  who  had  been  re- 
corder of  the  county  and  a  member  of 
the  general  assembly,  was  the  next 
man  to  go  from  Wilkes-Barre.  He 
served  in  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth Congresses,  beginning  in  1819, 
and  dlctd   at   Wilkes-Barre  in  1831. 

In  the  eighteenth,  nineteenth,  twen- 
tieth, twenty-first  and  twenty-second 
Congresses.  Wilkes-Barre  had  no  rep- 
resentative. 

In  the  twenty-third  Congress.  An- 
drew Beaumont  was  sent  in  the  year 
1823.  He  was  a  man  of  mark  in  his 
day     and   generation,     and   his     sons. 
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Lieut.  Com.  John  Beaumont  of  the 
navy,  and  Col.  Eugene  B.  Beaumont  of 
the  army,  have  proved  by  distinguish- 
ed services  to  their  country,  the  qual- 
ity of  the  blood  they  inherited  from 
their  ancestor.  Some  of  the  older  in- 
habitants may  be  able  to  recall  the 
fierce  faction  fight  that  was  waged  in 
Luzerne  County,  in  which  Col.  H.  B. 
Wright  led  a  valiant  band  derisively 
named  the  Bobtails,  and  Andrew  Beau- 
mont a  small  but  no  less  valorous 
army,  named  the  Copperheads.  Long 
years  before  this  name  was  applied  to 
those  of  the  north  who  sympathized 
with  the  Confederate  cause,  it  was  in 
use  in  Luzerne  County  and  applied  to 
the  Beaumont  Democracy. 

Among  the  distinguished  citizens  of 
Wilkes-Barre  who  sat  in  Congress. 
Charles  Miner,  who  came  to  the  town 
as  early  as  1797,  at  the  age  of  17,  ought 
not  to  be  omitted.  Abeit  he  represent- 
ed the  district  of  which  West  Chester 
was  a  part  when  he  edited  the  Village 
Record.  To  him  we  arp  indebted  for 
the  valuable  History  of  Wyoming  that 
bears  his  name.  He  lived  to  the  ripe 
age  of  85,  and  died  in  Wllkes-Barre, 
where  his  kindred  have  always  been 
among  the  foremost  of  leading  and 
honorable  men. 

Benjamin  S.  Bidlack  represented  the 
district  in  the  twenty-seventh  and 
twenty-eighth  Congresses.  Eleven  days 
after  his  term  expired,  in  1845,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  President  charge  de 
affairs  at  Bogota,  Columbia,  where  he 
died  on  the  6th  of  February,  1849. 

Chester  Butler,  whose  name  is  famil- 
iar to  every  old  resident  of  the  town, 
was  sent  to  the  thirtieth  and  thirty- 
first  Congresses.  His  term  commenced 
in  1847.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Prince- 
ton College,  studied  law  at  the  law 
school  in  Litchfield.  Connecticut,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  general  assembly. 
He  was  among  the  highly  educated 
and   brilliant  men  of  the  day. 

Henry  M.  Fuller,  who  was  one  of 
the  best  beloved  of  Wilkes-Barre's 
sons,  entered  the  thirty-second  Con- 
gress in  1851,  aged  31  years.  His  dis- 
tinguished services  are  not  forgotten. 
He  was  re-elected  to  the  thirty-fourth 
Congress;  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  died  in  1860,  aged  40  years. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Princeton  Col- 
lege, a  member  of  the  legislature,  an 
able,  eloquent  and  distinguished  lawyer 
and  advocate.  Probably  no  man  who 
had  trod  the  paths  that  lead  to  politi- 
cal distinction  ever  was  surrounded 
by  a  more  devoted  and  zealous  band  of 
friends.    Beyond    question,    if    his    life 
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had  been  spared,  wealth  and  the  high- 
est honors  of  the  State  and  nation 
would  have  been  his  for  the  asking, 
and  perhaps  without. 

Col.  Hendrick  B.  Wright  defeated 
Henry  M.  Fuller  for  election  to  the 
thirty-third  Congress,  and  was  in  turn 
defeated  by  him  for  the  thirty-fourth. 
Col.  Wright  was  a  graduate  of  Dickin- 
son College.  His  career  as  a  public 
man  began  with  his  appointment  by 
Grcorge  M.  Dallas,  afterwards  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  dis- 
trict attorney  of  Luzerne  County,  in 
1843,  and  ended  with  his  death  in 
September,  1881.  Nearly  half  a  century 
he  was  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the 
political  history  of  the  State  and  na- 
tion. He  was  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture, speaker  of  the  House,  a  delegate 
to  the  national  convention  that  nomi- 
nated Polk  and  Dallas,  and  presided 
over  it  as  temporary  and  permanent 
chairman;  was  a  delegate  to  the  con- 
ventions that  nominated  Pierce,  Bu- 
chanan, Douglas,  Seymour  and  Tilden. 
He  served  in  the  thirty-third,  thirty- 
seventh,  forty-fifth  and  forty-sixth 
Congresses,  published  a  book  entitled 
a  "Practical  Treatise  of  Labor,"  and 
another  entitled  "Plymouth  Sketches." 
He  was  a  man  of  might,  potent  before 
the  Juries,  eloquent  on  the  hustings,  a 
good  friend  and  a  bitter  foe.  Every- 
body liked  Col.  Wright.  If  he  had 
been  less  of  a  politician,  the  unique 
generosity  begotten  of  a  kind  heart 
that  led  him  in  times  of  want 
to  personally  distribute  loaves  of 
bread,  would  not  have  been  miscon- 
strued. No  needy  man  ever  left  -his 
door  unfed.  No  suitor  who  applied  to 
him  too  poor  to  lay  down  a  fee  went 
away  undefended.  What  better  could 
be  said  of  any  majii? 

Charles  Denison  defeated  Col. 
Wright  for  renomination  to  the  thirty- 
eighth  Congress,  which  met  in  I>ecem- 
ber,  1863.  In  the  midst  of  the  Civil 
War.  The  convention  that  nominated 
Mr.  Denison  met  in  the  court  house  in 
the  fall  of  1862.  It  was  a  battle  of 
giants.  The  momentous  issues  grow- 
ing out  of  the  war  were  to  be  dis- 
cussed and  settled.  They  were  not 
questions  of  commercial  treaties, 
traiffs  or  railroad  rates.  The  life  of 
the  nation  was  in  the  balance.  The 
excitement  was  intense  when  the  old 
war  horse  of  the  Democracy  was 
overthrown.  His  adversary  was  a 
keen,  cool,  able  lawyer,  who  gathered 
under  his  banner  the  Democracy  who 
resented  the  election  of  Col.  Wright  as 
^  Union  candidate   voted   for   by    I^t 
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publicans  In  1860.  Denison  served  until 
1867,  when  he  died  during  his  term  in 
the  fortieth  Congress. 

George  W.  Woodward  was  elected  to 
All  the  unfinished  term  of  Charles 
Denison,  and  was  also  re-elected  to  the 
forty-fifth  Congressi  He  was  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  of  the  long  line 
of  brilliant  men  that  Wllkes-Barre  has 
produced.  His  first  public  Bervice  was 
as  delegate  to  the  convention  that 
framed  the  constitution  of  1888,  his 
last  was  in  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion of  1873.  In  both  he  was  conspicu- 
ous for  learning  and  ability.  Between 
these  dates  he  had  been  a  Judge  of  the 
Fourth  Judicial  district,  Associate  Jus- 
tice and  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Ct)urt 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  his  record  as  a 
lawyer  and  judge,  his  distinguished 
sons  and  grandsons  find  personal  satis- 
faction, and  the  great  body  of  Ameri- 
can lawyers  and  Jurists  the  uncontra- 
veritable  evidence  of  the  fact  that  he 
was  among  the  ablest  and  most  fearless 
of  American  Judges. 

Lazarus  D.  Shoemaker,  "Uncle 
Lazzy,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called, 
succeeded  to  the  forty-second  Con- 
gress, and  was  re-elected  to  the  forty- 
third  Congress.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Yale  College,  lawyer  and  State  sena- 
tor. No  man  ever  lived  in  Wilkes- 
Darre  in  whom  greater  confidence  was 
reposed.  The  story  was  told  of  him 
that  a  Newport  farmer  who  owned 
what  has  since  turned  out  to  be  a  most 
valuable  coal  tract,  sold  and  conveyed 
it  to  "Uncle  Lazzy,"  refused  to  take 
the  purchase  money,  but  had  a  credit 
for  the  amount  entered  on  Mr.  Shoe- 
maker's books,  saying  he  could  come  in 
and  get  some  money  from  time  to 
time,  as  he  might  need  it.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  director  of  the  Wyoming 
Bank,  and  had  the  reputation  of  in- 
dorsing for  everybody  and  never  losing 
anything.  Upon  one  occasion  his  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  fact  that  one 
of  the  names  entered  upon  a  note  in- 
dorsed by  him  was  a  forgery.  He  said 
that  was  all  right;  in  that  case  the 
note  would  be  duly  paid  by  the 
drawer,  and  it  was. 

Winthrop  W.  Ketcham  followed  Mr. 
Shoemaker  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress. He  began  life  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ladder,  but  achieved  notable  suc- 
cess as  a  lawyer  and  politician.  He 
served  in  both  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture, was  solicitor  of  the  Court  of 
Claims  of  the  United  States,  and  Judge 
of  the  United  States  District  Court  for 
the  Western  district  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  wae  it  man  of  eloquence  and  pow«r, 
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and  withal  genial  and  kindly  to  a  de- 
gree. There  was  no  pretense  in  the 
warmth  of  his  greeting  or  the  profes- 
sion of  friendship  for  his  fellow  man. 
His  contemporaries  were:  Henry  M. 
Hoyt,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Gar- 
rick  M.  Harding.  President  Judge  of 
Luzerne  (bounty,  EMward  P.  Darling, 
an  excellent  lawyer,  noted  for  unfail- 
ing courtesy  and  cultivated  tastes, 
Lazarus  D.  Shoemaker,  David  S.  Ran- 
dall, George  Byron  Nicholson,  Charles 
Parrish,  and  hosts  of  others  who  gave 
Wilkes-Barre  a  wide  reputation  as  the 
home  of  men  of  ability  and  renown. 

The  next  appearance  of  Wilkes- 
Barre  in  the  national  Congress  was  by 
£)dwln  S.  Osborne,  in  the  forty-ninth 
Congress.  He  was  a  young  practicing 
lawyer  when  the  "big  war  that  made 
ambition  a  virtue"  broke  out,  in  1861. 
With  the  active  assistance  of  Hon.  D. 
L.  Rhone,  who  had  been  a  fellow  stu- 
dent in  the  office  of  Hon.  Charles  Den- 
ison,  a  company  was  recruited  largely 
from  the  farmers'  sons  in  Huntingrton 
Township,  of  which  Osborne  was 
chosen  captain.  He  arose  to  the  rank 
of  major,  was  Judge  advocate  at  the 
trial  of  Wirz,  who  was  charged  with 
cruelty  to  Union  prisoners  at  Ander- 
sonville,  major  general  of  the  State 
militia,  commander  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  of  the  State,  twice 
Congressman-at-large  for  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  once  representing  the 
Wilkes-Barre  district.  His  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  was  a  remarkable 
faculty  for  attracting  men  to  his  per- 
son and  fortunes.  His  friends  were 
numerous  and  devoted. 

The  space  allowed  forbids  more  than 
a  mere  mention  of  the  distinguished 
sons  of  Wilkes-Barre  who  have  filled 
the  office  In  later  years. 

William  Henry  Hines  sat  in  the  fifty- 
third  Congress,  representing  the  work- 
ingmen,  from  whose  ranks  he  climbed 
by  his  unaided  efforts  to  distinction  in 
the  State  senate  and  at  Washington. 

In  the  fiftieth  Congress  Wilkes-Barre 
enjoyed  the  rare  distinction  oi  having 
two  members,  Hon.  John  Lynch,  now 
President  Judge  of  the  Court  of  l»u- 
zerne  County,  represented  the  district, 
and  Gen.  Osborne  the  State  at  large. 
John  Lynch  won  his  way  from  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  slate  picker  to  the  high 
station  he  now  adorns  as  President 
Judge,  and  exemplifies  as  well  as  any 
man  in  public  life  the  possibilities  af- 
forded by  this  land  of  equal  opportuni- 
ties to  any  one  who  wills  and  who 
has  the  disposition  and  power  to  do. 
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Morgan  B.  Williams,  the  sturdy  son 
of  toil,  who  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
among  the  many  colored  hills  of  beau- 
tiful Wales,  achieved  the  ambition  of 
his  life  by  winning  a  seat  to  the  fifty- 
fifth  Congress,— the  American  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  city  has  been  represented  in  the 
fifty-seventh,  fifty-eighth  and  fifty- 
ninth  Congresses  by  the  writer  of  this 
paper. 

Of  all  whose  names  appear  upon  the 
rolls  of  the  House  representing  Wilkes- 
Barre,  but  three  have  been  spared  to 
witness  the  anniversary  of  her  birth. 
Surely  the  fair  city  has  no  occasion  to 
be  ashamed  of  any,  the  living  or  the 
dead.  All  have  borne  well  the  part, 
and  all  have  reflected  credit  upon  the 
place  of  their  nativity  or  adoption. 


WILKES  AND  BARRE. 

[Daily  Record,  March  29,  1906.] 

The  township  of  Wllkes-Barre,  one 
of  the  original  seventeen  townships 
laid  out  by  the  Connecticut  settlers  in 
Wyoming  Valley,  was  surveyed  In  1769 
by  Col.  John  Durkee,  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  Col.  John  Wilkes  and  Ool. 
Isaac  Barre.  Col.  Durkee,  who  also 
laid  out  the  town  plot  of  Wllkes-Barre, 
had  served  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War.  He  and  Col.  Barre  were  fellow 
oflflcers  in  the  Cape  Breton  and  Quebec 
campaigns  and  were  warm  friends. 
The  former  originated  the  new  name 
of  Wllkes-Barre  and  first  applied  it  to 
the  settlement.  The  fact  of  his  ac- 
quaintance and  association  with  Barre 
are  suflficient  to  explain  his  desire  to 
commemorate  his  comrade's  deeds  in 
the  name  of  a  new  town.  His  giving 
Wilkes  a  more  prominent  place  in  the 
combination — so  much  so  that  Barre's 
connection  with  it  has  been  frequently 
lost  sight  of  entirely,  and  the  name 
been  spelled  Wllkesbury,  Wilkesberry, 
and  even  Wllkesburg — is  perhaps  not 
so  easily  explained,  unless  we  conclude 
it  was  done  for  the  sake  of  euphony. 

COL.  JOHN  WILJKE3S. 
John  Wilkes  was  bom  in  London  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1727.  His  father, 
Israel,  was  a  distiller.  His  mother 
was  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Heaton, 
a  wealthy  landowner.  John  Wilkes  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  University 
of  Leyden,  which  he  entered  in  1744, 
his  early  years  having  been  spent  un- 
der the  direction  of  a  private  tutor. 
He  left  the  university  in  1748,  and,  the 
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followingr  year,  married  Mary,  the 
daughter  of  John  Mead,  a  London  gro- 
cer. His  wife  was  ten  years  older  than 
himcelf.  After  the  birth  of  a  daughter 
they  separated,  and  Wilkes  removed  to 
Westminster.  In  1754  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  Parliament  from  ^erwick- 
upon-Tweed,  but  was  defeated.  In  1757 
he  was  elected  for  Aylesbury,  and 
again  returned  in  1761.  Being  in- 
censed by  his  failure  to  receive  any  ap- 
pointments from  the  ministry,  he  es- 
tablished a  paper  called  "The  North 
Briton,"  in  which  he  attacked  Bute, 
the  prime  minister,  with  great  bitter- 
ness. Owing  to  an  article  in  which  he 
ridiculed  Lord  Talbot,  he  was  obliged 
to  fight  a  duel.  After  the  resignation 
of  But^,  in  1763,  he  published  the  cele- 
brated "No.  45,"  in  which  he  criticised 
the  speech  from  the  throne.  A  general 
warrant  was  issued.  Wilkes  was  ar- 
rested and  thrown  into  the  tower. 

A  week  later  he  was  released  by  the 
court  on  the  ground  that,  as  a  member 
of  Parliament,  he  was  not  liable  to 
arrest  He  afterwards  reprinted  the 
obnoxldus  *'No.  45,"  and  an  article 
which  ^ave  his  enemies  the  opportunity 
they  desired.  He  was  expelled  from 
the  House  of  Commons  and  put  on 
trial  In  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 
He  was  found  guilty  of  "reprinting  an 
Impious  libel."  In  1763  he  was  severely 
wounded  In  a  duel  with  Samuel  Martin, 
and  went  to  Paris.  As  he  did  not  re- 
turn to  £7ngland  for  sentence,  he  was 
declared  an  outlaw. 

In  1768  he  returned,  and  was  again 
elected  to  Parliament  from  Middlesex. 
Falling  In  an  attempt  to  get  a  reversal 
of  his  outlawry,  he  was  sentenced  to 
Imprisonment  for  twenty- two  months, 
to  pay  a  fine  of  £1.000,  and  furnish 
security  for  good  behavior. 

He  was  again  expelled  from  the 
House  of  Commons  In  1769.  He  was 
promptly  re-elected,  and  Immediately 
pronounced  Incapable  of  sitting.  Again 
he  was  returned,  and  again  rejected. 
A  fourth  election  having  resulted  In 
his  receiving  a  large  majority,  the 
House  declared  his  opponent,  Luttrell, 
elected.  The  people  were  so  aroused 
by  these  proceedings  that  they  raised 
the  cry  of  "Wilkes  and  liberty,"  which 
was  taken  up  with  enthusiasm  In  the 
colonies.  Men  like  Pitt  and  Barre  now 
took  up  his  quarrel,  and  the  latter  Is 
believed  to  have  written  the  letters  of 
Junius  In  defense  of  the  rights  of 
Wilkes  and  all  Englishmen.  Being 
again  cast  Into  prison,  he  was  visited 
In  his  cell  by  prominent  Whigs,  while 
mobs  gathered  outside  to  cheer  for 
him.    Having  bMn  elected  an  alderman 
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in  1769,  and  sheriff  In  1771,  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  lord  mayorallty  In 
1772,  but  was  defeated.  He  was  elect- 
ed lord  mayor  of  London  in  1774,  and 
returned  to  Parliament  from  Middle- 
sex. 

In  1779  Wilkes  was  elected  chamber- 
lain of  the  city  of  London,  and  held 
the  ofDce  until  his  death.  He  died  at 
his  house  in  Qrosvenor  Square,  Dec. 
20.  1797.  He  got  the  title  of  "colonel" 
from  having  commanded  a  militia 
regiment. 

It  was  because  he  was  regarded  as 
a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  liberty  that 
he  was  so  well  known  and  popular  in 
the  colonies.  He  was  a  great  uncle  of 
the  celebrated  explorer^  Admiral 
Charles  Wilkes  of  the  United  States 
Navy. 

CK)L.  ISAAC  BARRE. 

Isaac  Barre  was  bom  in  Dublin,  of 
French  parents,  in  the  latter  end  of 
1726.  Peter  Barre.  the  father  of  Isaac* 
was  a  Huguenot  from  the  small  but 
celebrated  Frencn  seaport  town  of  La 
Rochelle.  The  name  of  Peter  Barre's 
father  Is  not  known. 

Elarly  in  the  eighteenth  century,  a 
Protestant  maiden  of  La  Rochelle, 
named  Raboteau,  was  confronted  with 
a  choice  of  two  evils.  Her  hand  was 
sought  in  marriage  by  a  man  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith,  for  whom  she 
did  not  care,  and  she  was  threatened 
with  incarceration  in  a  nunnery  if  she 
refused  him.  She  had  an  uncle,  a  mer- 
chant living  in  Ireland,  who  was  then 
in  La  Rochelle  with  his  ship,  getting 
a.  cargo.  He  took  her  aboard  the  ship 
in  a  cask  and  she  escai>ed  with  him  to 
Dublin.  It  was  there  that  she  is  said 
to  have  married  Peter  Barre. 

Little  is  known  of  Isaac's  parents, 
but  it  is  said  of  Peter  Barre  that  he 
kept  a  small  grocery  store.  He  died  in 
1776.  Isaac  Barre  entered  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin,  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1740,  as  a  pensioner.  He  was  14  years 
old.  and  obtained  a  scholarship  in  the 
fourth  year  thereafter.  In  1746,  at  the 
age  of  20  years,  he  obtained  a  com- 
mission as  ensign  in  the  82  Regt.  of 
foot,  stationed  at  Flanders.  When,  in 
1756.  Pitt  determined  upon  the  expedi- 
^.ion  attains t  Rophefort,  ensign  Barre 
volunteered.  Gen.  Wolfe  being  placed 
in  command  of  a  brigade,  under  Qen. 
Amherst,  in  the  campaign  against  Cape 
Breton,  in  1758.  obtained  from  Pitt  the 
appointment  of  major  of  brigade  for 
his  friend  Barre  on  the  12th  of  May  of 
t^at  year.  In  the  expedition  against 
Quebec,   Barre     accompanied  the     ex- 
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I>editioD,  with  the  temporary  rank  of 
brigrade  major,  and  the  substantive 
rank  of  a  captain. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1759,  at  the 
age  of  33  years,  he  was  promoted  to  be 
captain  in  the  army  at  large  and 
major  in  America  only,  and  d^uty  ad- 
jutant general.  At  the  capture  of 
Quebec  he  was  disfigured  for  life  by  a 
i:>ullet,  which  struck  him  in  the  cheek 
and  destroyed  the  sight  of  one  eye, 
and  ultimately  that  of  the  other  also; 
but  his  life  was  spared.  He  was  by 
the  side  of  Wolfe  when  he  breathed 
his  last,  and  West  painted  him  in  his 
picture  as  one  of  the  group  surround- 
ing the  dying  general.  He  remained 
with  G«n.  Amherst  during  his  opera- 
tions against  Ticonderoga,  Crown 
Point,  and  Montreal,  and  returned  to 
England,  as  the  emissary  of  the  gen- 
eral, to  report  a  successful  termina- 
tion of  the  campaign. 

In  October,  1761.  Lord  Shelboome 
obtained  for  Barre  a  letter  of  service 
to  raise,  as  "colonel  proprietor,"  the 
106th  Kegt.  of  foot.  In  November  of 
the  same  year  he  represented  the  bor- 
ough of  Chipping  Wycombe  in  Parlia- 
ment. Five  days  after  his  election  he 
made  his  memorable  att^k  upon  Pitt, 
his  future  friend  and  ally.  A  year 
later,  the  strength  of  the  army  was  re- 
duced and  Barre' s  regiment  disbanded. 
He  had  gained  the  friendship  of  the 
ministry,  and  in  March.  1763,  received 
the  appointment  of  adjutant  general 
of  the  British  forces,  and,  two  months 
later,  that  of  Governor  of  Stirling 
Castle.  Having  incurred  the  disap- 
proval of  the  ministry,  he  was  re- 
moved from  his  offices  of  adjutant  gen- 
eral and  governor  before  he  had  en- 
Joyed  them  a  year.  It  was  in  the  de- 
i)ate  on  the  Stamp  Act  In  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  1765,  that  Barre  most 
distinguisned  himself.  In  the  course 
of  his  si>eech,  he  spoke  of  the  colonists 
as  the  "Sons  of  LJberty,"  and  the 
name  was  adopted  by  them  with  de- 
light. In  July,  1765,  he  dedlAed  a 
place  in  the  Cabinet.  He  wa^s  included 
in  the  next  ministry  as  Vice-Treasurer 
of  Ireland  and  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Council,  and  held  office  until  October, 
1768.  About  this  time  he  was  also  re- 
stored to  his  rank  in  the  army.  In  a 
speech  in  Parliament,  supposed  to  have 
been  delivered  in  March,  1769,  CoL 
Barre  is  said  to  have  predicted  the  loss 
of  the  colonies,  as  in  his  speech  on  the 
Stamp  Act  he  had  predicted  their  re- 
volt. Permission  being  grranted  him, 
he  resigned  his  commission  In  the  army 
on  the  21st  of  February,   1773,   and  in 
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1782  he  was  appointed  treasurer  of 
the  Navy. 

The  same  year,  on  the  death  of  the 
premier,  he  retired  from  the  Cabinet. 
In  1784  he  was  made  clerk  of  the  pelU. 
About  this  time  he  was  afflicted  with 
a  total  loss  of  sight  owing  to  the 
wound  received  at  Quebec.  Neverthe- 
less, he  was  returned  to  Parliament 
and  remained  until  1790,  when  he  re- 
tired permanently.  He  lived  in  retire- 
ment and  declining  health  some  years 
longer,  and  died  of  paralysis  on  the 
20th  of  July,  1802. 

It  is  not  inappropriate  that  a  beauti- 
ful city  like  Wllkes-Barre  should  have 
been  named  after  two  such  friends  of 
liberty  and  America. 


JUDGE  WOODWARD   DEAD. 

[Daily  Record,  March  30,  1906.] 

Judge  Stanley  Woodward,  for  long 
years  prominently  identified  with  pro- 
fessional and  social  life  in  Wiikes- 
Barre,  peacefully  breathed  his  last  at 
his  home,  corner  of  Northampton  and 
South  River  street,  yesterday  after- 
noon at  4:30,  at  the  age  of  72.  The 
end  had  for  some  days  been  fore- 
shadowed. Judge  Woodward  had  at 
various  times  in  the  past  few  years 
suffered  from  csrstitis  and  had  under- 
gone severed  operations.  He  rallied 
from  all  of  them,  with  a  wonderful 
vitality.  The  failure  of  vital  force  thac 
presaged  the  end  occurred  last  sum- 
mer, though  Judge  Woodward  re- 
mained at  his  office  work  until  a  few 
weeks  ago.  Another  operation  was 
undergone,  and  from  this  fhe  patient 
failed  to  rally  completely,  though  he 
failed  very  slowly,  and  fought  the 
grim  messenger  with  greatest  heroism. 

Judge  Woodward  was  a  remarkable 
man.  He  came  of  distinguished 
ancestry  and  was  a  conspicuous  ex- 
ample of  the  ancient  adage,  "Blood 
will  tell."  He  was,  as  one  may  say, 
one  of  nature's  darlings — brilliant  In 
intellect  graceful  in  personal  attri- 
butes, a  Joy  to  his  friends  and  the 
pride  of  the  general  community.  He 
was  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  many  who 
have  adorned  the  legal  profession; 
was  a  polished  and  scholarly  and  much 
sought  orator  and  speaker,  and  was  al- 
ways keenly  interested  in  all  the  mat- 
ters that  go  to  make  up  the  life  of 
the  community.  Judge  Woodward  had 
friends — their  names  are  legion.  He 
won  them  easily,  without  conscious 
effort,  for     he  was  himself     friendly. 
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loyal  and  trusting  to  the  heart's  core. 
Ab  a  raconteur  he  was  a  rare  enter- 
tainer, and  his  literary  taste  is  attest- 
ed by  the  splendid  library  acquired 
through  the  years — a  very  storehousp 
of  the  glecoiings  of  the  world's  greatest 
minds.  He  was  for  many  years  presi- 
dent of  the  local  Yale  Aumni  Associa- 
tion and  toastmaster  of  the  annual 
gatherings.  His  ofterings,  always  so 
richly  veined  in  humor  and  so  grace- 
fully contrived,  represented  a  large 
part  of  the  entertainment  of  these  an- 
nual feasts.  He  was  so  much  more 
than  a  scholar  and  student  that  It 
were  vastly  insufficient  to  call  him 
that  Judge  Woodward's  personality 
was  wonderful.  He  was  a  courteous 
"gentleman  of  the  old  Bchool" — genia:, 
kindly  sjrmpathetic  —  a  very  true 
knightly  character,  though  not  clothed 
in  the  armor  of  the  days  of  joust  and 
tournament.  His  generation  is  most- 
ly passed  away,  but  of  none  of  the 
older  generation  can  it  be  more  sin- 
cerely said  that  "he  will  be  remember- 
ed through  the  years  by  everybody 
who  knew  him."  He  had  an  enormous 
personal  following  to  whom  the  name 
of  "Judge  Woodward"  meant  some- 
thing very  definite  in  ability  and  in  • 
charm.  For  though  he  could  well 
claim  a  pride  of  distinguished  ancestry, 
he  was  of  all  men,  a  democrat  In  the 
broadest  and  best  sense  of  that  term. 
Personal  contact  with  him  meant  an 
inspiration  to  goodfellowship,  to  the 
exercise  of  mind  and  heart  in  worthy 
avenues  of  effort.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
gifted,  learned,  logical.  Aa  a  Judge  he 
was  able,  courteous^  kind  and  invari- 
ably considerate.  Many  of  his  legal 
papers  will  be  treasured  for  sound 
learning  and  skillful  adaptation.  He 
lived  in  an  age  of  restless  industrial 
activity,  and  yet  in  his  professional 
and  social  bearing  he  revealed  much 
of  the  flavor  of  what  is  best  in  the 
old  and  the  traditional.  Any  one  who 
has  read  Whittier'a  wonderful  tribute 
to  Judge  Sewell  of  two  centuries  ago, 
will  recognize  in  Judge  Woodward 
many  of  the  same  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  that  gave  the  old  Puritan 
Jurist  an  abiding  place  in  the  hearts 
of  later  generations.  And  yet,  to  the 
Judge  of  the  later  day  there  came  a 
larger  horizon  of  view — a  broatder, 
healthier  human  sympathy. and  human 
understanding. 

The  end  was  peaceful  and  serene 
and  came  after  an  Illness  that  revealcKl 
patience  and  calm  resignation.  The 
earth  is  far  poorer  in  this  loss,  for 
spirits  like  this  are  too  rare.      And  at- 
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tributes  like  his,  of  heart  and  mind, 
are  too  infrequently  combined  In  the 
one  person.  His  prcrfesslonal  brethren 
will  sincerely  mourn  him  and  as  for 
those  who  knew  and  loved  him  In  the 
closer  relations  of  friendship — there 
are  no  words  to  express  the  new  sense 
of  poverty  they  feel.  Firm  without 
obstinacy,  grentle  without  weakness; 
able  and  gifted  and  yet  as  frank  and 
sincere  as  a  child — ^he  was  the  learned 
lawyer,  the  upright  judge,  the  patriotic, 
high  minded  citizen,  the  friend  whose 
loyalty  was  as  the  needle  to  the  pole. 
Had  he  been  spared  until  June,  1907, 
he  would  have  celebrated  the  golden 
anniversary  of  his  marriage. 

SKETCH  OF  STANLEfT  WOOD- 
WARD. 

Judge  Woodward  came  from  a  hardy 
pioneer  stock,  tracing  his  American 
ancestry  back  to  Richard  Woodward, 
who  emigrated  to  America  from  Ips- 
wich, England,  on  April  10,  1634,  near- 
ly 272  years  ago.  This  Richard  Wood- 
ward brought  with  him  his  wife  and 
two  sons.  George  and  John,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  earliest  "proprietors" 
of  the  town  of  Watertown,  Mass.  Enos 
Woodward,  greatgrandfather  of  Judg« 
Woodward,  about  a  year  before  the 
signing  of  the  Declaratloo  of  Inde- 
pendence, removed  .  to  Pike  County, 
Pennsylvania,  from  his  Connecticut 
home.  During  the  Revolutionary  War 
he  was  frequently  driven  from  his 
home  by  the  Indians,  but  aa  frequently 
he  returned,  and  finally  died  and  was 
buried  there.  Abishai  Woodward,  his 
son,  was  born  at  Canterbury,  Conn., 
but  removed  to  Pennsylvanda  with  his 
father  seven  years  later.  A  few  years 
after  his  marriage  in  1789  he  lost  his 
left  hand  by  an  accident,  and  being 
thereby  unfitted  for  the  life  of  a  far- 
mer, set  himself  to  acquire  the  knowl- 
edge necessary  for  school  teaching. 
This  he  did.  and  moved  to  Bethany, 
Wayne  County,  where  he  opened  a 
school.  H6re  he  was  elevated  to  various 
positions  of  honor.  Including  that  of 
sheriff  and  associate  Judge.  Ills  son, 
George  Washington  Woodward,  father 
of  Judge  Woodward,  was  bom  In  Beth- 
any and  was  educated  at  Genev.a  Sem- 
inary and  Hobart  College.  GJeneva,  N. 
Y.,  being  transferred  later  to  the 
Wllkes-Barre  Academy.  He  also  prac- 
ticed law  and  was  elevated  to  many 
Important  offices.  For  a  time  he  was 
president  Judge  of  the  Fourth  Judicial 
district  of  Pennsylvania  and  In  1853 
was  appointed    by    Governor  Biglor  a 
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jud^e  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pecn- 
sylvania,  to  which  position  he  was 
elected  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  for  the 
full  term  of  fifteen  years.  In  1863  he 
ran  against  and  was  defeated  by 
Andrew  G.  Curtln  for  govertior  of 
Pennsylvania.  aHhougrh  his  high  per- 
sonal rating:  waa  attested  by  the  hand- 
some majority  be  received  in  Luzerne 
County.  For  four  years  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  his  term  00  the  Supreme 
bench  he  acted  as  chief  Justice,  by 
virtue  of  the  seniority  of  his  commis- 
^on.  In  1867  and  1868  he  was  elected  to 
represent  the  Twelfth  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  Fortieth  and  Forty - 
first  ConffreoB,  and  in  187S  was  elected 
delegate-at- large  to  the  last  constitu- 
tional convention  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  died  in  Rome,  Italy,  in 
May,  1S75,  and  a  handaome  memorial 
pulpit  to  his  memory  has  been  erected 
in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
Rome. 

Judge  Stanley  Woodward  was  the 
eldecrt  son  of  Chief  Justice  Woodward. 
He  was  born  in  Wilkee-Barre  on  Aug. 
29,  1833,  on  the  property  now  owned  by 
Dr.  Matlack  on  Northampton  street. 
He  was  educated  at  the  episcopal  Higii 
School  of  Virginia  located  near  Alex- 
andria, and  at  Wyoming*  Seminary, 
where  the  late  Governor  Hoyt  was  his 
instructor  in  Latin  and  Gre^c  He  was 
one  of  a  family  of  nine  children.  Ellen 
Woodward  at  18  years  of  age  wao 
drowned  while  sluiting.  Brig.  Gen. 
George  A.  Woodward,  U.  &  A.,  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  survives.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  Trinity  College.  Klisa- 
beth  Woodward  Scott,  wife  of  Eben 
Greeoough  Scott,  of  this  city,  survives. 
Lydia,  a  f^fster  long  since  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Col.  E.  A.  Hancock  of 
Philadelphia.  A  handsome  bronse 
tablet  to  her  memory  is  about  to  be 
unveiled  in  St.  Stephen's  Church.  Will- 
iam Woodward,  a  brother,  died  at  the 
age  of  35.  John  K.  Woodward,  for 
many  years  identified  with  local  musi- 
cal circles,  died  in  1885.  A  lovely  win- 
dow in  St.  Stephen's  Church  is  erected 
to  hia  memory.  Charles  Francis  Wood- 
ward, a  brother,  and  graduate  of 
Princeton,  died  many  years  ago.  A 
sister,  Mary  Woodward,  now  deceased, 
was  married  to  J.  Pryor  Williamson. 

From  Wyoming  Seminary  Judge 
Woodward  went  to  Tale  CoUege,  where 
he  distinguished  himself  by  winning 
s<»veral  prizes  for  excellence  in  Ekiglish 
composition,  and  he  was  honored  by 
being  elected  editor  of  the  Yale  Liter- 
ary Monthly,  the  oldest  college  maga- 
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zine  in  the  United  States.  He  was  atoo 
a  member  of  the  fan>ou8  Senior  Society 
at  Yale,  known  as  the  "Skull  and 
Bones  "  He  wao  graduated  from  Yale 
Ifi  1856.  He  began  the  study  of  law 
while  still  at  New  Haven  and  after  his 
graduation  entered  the  law  office  of  his 
cousin,  Hon.  Warren  J.  Woodward, 
afterward  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania. 

On  Aug.  4,  1866,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Luzerne  County,  the  motion 
for  his  admiasion  being  made  by  Hon. 
A.  T.  McClintock.  Warren  J.  Wood- 
ward had  Just  been  appointed  to  the 
president  Judgeship  of  the  district  com- 
posed  of  the  counties  of  Wyoming,  Co- 
lumbia and  Sullivan^  and  Mr.  Wood- 
ward succeeded  at  once  to  a  large 
practice. 

During  the  Civil  War  he  served  for 
some  time  as  Capt.  of  Co.  H,  Third 
Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Militia,  and 
later  as  captain  of  Co.  A,  Forty-flrst 
Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Militia. 

In  1866  he  was  defeated  by  Hon.  L. 
D.  Shoemaker  wlren  running  for  the 
State  Senate  on  the  Denwcratic  ticket 
and  in  1870,  when  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gresct,  was  again  defeated  by  Mr.  Shoe- 
maker. In  1879  he  was  appointed  ad- 
ditional law  Judge  of  Lruzerne  County 
by  Governor  Hoyt,  and  in  1880  received 
the  nomination  for  additional  law 
Judge  from  the  Democratic  party  and 
was  triumphantly  elected.  In  1890  he 
was  re-elected,  and  served  out  that 
full  term  of  ten  years. 

Judge  Woodward  at  one  time  had  an 
active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Wilkes-Barre  fire  department  and 
helped  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  ef- 
ficient in  the  State.  He  joined  the  €k>od 
Will  Fire  Co.  in  1867  as  a  private,  two 
years  later  was  made  assistant  engi- 
neer, and  upon  the  retirement  of  Wal- 
ter G.  Sterling  was  made  chief  engi- 
neer, In  which  capacity  he  continued 
until  his  resignation  in  1879,  the  de- 
partment in  the  meantime  having  been 
reorganized  as  a  paid  department. 
During  his  administration  the  depart- 
ment was  classed  by  the  board  of 
underwriters  as  being  among  the  most 
efficient  in  the  coumtry,  being  placed 
by  them  with  six  other  cities,  in  the 
first  class. 

From  1860  to  1863  Judge  Woodward 
represented  the  Second  ward  in  the 
council  of  the  borough  of  Wilkes-Barre 
and  at  one  time  edited  the  Luzerne 
Union,  a  newspaper  then  owned  by 
Mr.  Bosee.  In  1876  Governor  Hartranft 
appointed    Mr.    Woodward   one   of   his 
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aides,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  in 
1878  he  was  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  havlngr  charge  of  the  Wyo- 
mlncr  Centennial  celebration. 

Oti  June  3,  1867.  Jud«re  Woodward 
married  Sarah  Richards  Butler, 
daughter  of  Col.  John  Liord  Butler, 
and  srreat-granddaugrhter  of  Col.  Zebu- 
Ion  Butler,  of  Revolutionary  War  and 
Wyoming  Massacre  fame.  The  first 
court  held  in  Lusserne  County  was 
held  at  his  home  at  the  corner  of  River 
and  Northampton  streets,  until  his 
death  occupied  by  Judge  Woodward. 
Mrs.  Woodward  survives,  and  two 
children  of  this  marriage  survive:  John 
Butler  Woodward,  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  of  the  Lruzerno  County  bar, 
and  Dr.  George  Woodward  of  Cheartnut 
Hill.  Philadelphia,  who  married  Ger- 
trude Houston.  Eaien  Woodward,  a 
daughter,  died  in  childhood.  There  are 
seven  grandchildren. 

Judge  Woodward  was  the  last  living 
founder  of  the  Wyoming  Historical  So- 
ciety and  has  been  its  president  for  a 
number  of  years. 


OLD  CORNERSTONE. 

[Dally  Record,  April  10,  1906.] 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  workmen 
who  were  engaged  in  tearing  down  the 
old  SSocum  bouse  on  Public  Square, 
recently  occulted  by  John  Madden  as 
a  book  store,  unearthed  the  comer- 
stone  of  the  building.  It  is  a  long 
block  of  stone,  two  feet  ten  inches 
long,  four  inches  thick  and  nine  inches 
wide.  On  the  face  of  the  stone  was 
very  crudely  inscribed  the  outline  of  a 
hand  and  the  initials,  "J.  I.  S.,"  and 
the  numerals,  "1807."  The  Initials  It 
Is  thought  are  those  of  Joseph  I.  Slo- 
cum,  who  erected  the  building,  and  the 
numerals  Indicate  that  the  building 
was  constructed  in  1807.  It  was  the 
first  brick  building  to  be  erected  in 
northeastern  Pennsylvania. 


DEATH  OF  OLDEST  RESIDENT. 

fDally  Record,  Aprtl  26,  1906.] 

The  death  of  Miss  E^liaa  R.  CoveU 
occurred  early  on  Tuesday  morning 
ing  at  her  home  on  South  Main  street 
after  a  brief  illness  of  pneumonia.  The 
deceased  had  enjoyed  remarkably  good 
health  until  a  few  days  prior  to  her 
death.     She  contracted  a  severe  cold. 
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which  rapidly  developed  into  pneu- 
monia. Her  advanced  age  had  weak- 
ened her  too  much  to  withstand  such 
severe  illness  and  she  rapidly  sank. 

At  the  time  of  her  death  the  de- 
ceased was  the  oldest  livingr  resident 
of  Wllkes-Barre.  She  was  born  on 
South  Main  street,  where  the  Stafford 
&  Trainor  building  is  now  in  course 
uf  construction.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  Edward  Covell  and  a  grand- 
daughter of  Gen.  William  Ross,  who 
was  one  of  Luzerne's  most  distin- 
guished residents  during  his  lifetime. 
She  was  a  devout  Christian,  charitable 
and  of  a  pleasant  disposition,  which 
endeared  her  to  those  who  came  in 
contact  with  her.  She  resided  with 
her  nephew,  Senator  Sterling  Ross 
Catlin,  on  South  Main  street  since  the 
house  was  erected  more  than  fifty 
years  ago. 


DEATH  OF  WILLIAM  A.  FRANKLIN. 

[Dally  Record,  April  26.  190C.] 

William  A.  Pranklin,  the  oldest  set- 
tler in  Huntington  Mills,  died  on  Tues- 
day of  general  debility,  aged  89  years. 
He  met  with  an  accident  two  years  ago 
through  his  team  running  away  and 
since  that  time  his  health  failed  him 
He  died  surrounded  by  his  family  of 
several  generations.  He  was  an  earn- 
est Christian  and  an  upright  citizen. 

Deceased  descended  from  sturdy  Con- 
necticut stock.  His  grandfather,  Sam- 
uel Franklin,  settled  on  the  farm  where 
the  deceased  died,  in  1798.  There  were 
three  brothers — Samuel.  Col.  John  and 
Amos  Franklin,  who  lived  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  Samuel  Franklin  married 
the  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Ransom, 
who  was  killed  at  the  massacre  of 
Wyoming.  Col.  John  Franklin  was 
marching  his  company  up  through 
Plymouth  to  aid  them  at  Wyoming 
when  they  learned  of  the  massacre. 
William  Franklin,  father  of  the  deceas- 
ed, was  a  notary  public  in  this  city 
and  was  bookkeeper  for  the  First 
Wllkes-Barre  Bridge  Co.  when  it  was 
built  in  1816,  and  the  set  of  books  with 
the  time  and  name  of  the  employees  is 
at  present  In  the  possession  of  the  Rec- 
ord. 

Deceased  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  his  whole  life  and  one  of 
Its  most  earnest  and  faithful  members. 
In  politics  he  was  a  stalwart  Republi- 
can from  the  inception  of  the  party  and 
was  overseer  of  the  poor  at  Huntington 
Milli  for  a  long  period  of  years.     In 
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the  early  "forties"  he  taught  school  in 
Huntington  Mills. 

Mr.  I<*ranklin  was  married  fifty-four 
years  ago  to  Miss  ESisabeth  McDaniels 
of  New  Jersey.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  three  children— Mrs.  8.  H. 
Harrison  of  Huntington  Mills,  J.  Egbert 
Franklin,  janitor  of  the  Wilkes-Barre 
high  school  and  Howard  H.  Franklin, 
who  resides  in  the  homestead. 


DEATH  OF  ELI8HA  A.  HANCOCK. 

[DaUy  Record,  May  IS.  190&] 

Telegrams  from  Philadelphia  on 
May  1/  brought  the  painful  news  to 
^ilke9-Barre  that  one  of  iu  honored 
sons.  Elisha  A.  Hancock,  was  lying  so 
critically  ill  that  his  death  was  only  a 
matter  of  hours.  MaJ.  Hancock  was 
taken  suddenly  ill  on  Friday,  May  4. 
His  attack  was  immediately  diagnosed 
as  appendicitis,  but  on  account  ot  other 
complications  the  doctors  in  attendance 
decided  an  operation  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Subsequently  owing  to  the  rapid 
formation  of  an  abscess  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  appendix  an  operation  was  per- 
formed, but  his  vitality  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  stand  the  shock. 

Later — MaJ.  Hancock  died  May  18, 
1906. 


Maj.  Hancock  comes  from  a  pioneer 
family  of  Wyoming  Valley,  his  great- 
grandfather having  been  John  Perkins, 
who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1778. 
MaJ.  Hancock's  father  waa  James  Han- 
cock and  his  mother  was  Mary  Perkins 
Hancock. 

He  was  thrice  married.'  His  first 
wife  was  Julia,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  Reichard.  one  of  the  early  Ger- 
man "citisens  of  Wilkes-Barre.  She  bore 
him  a  son,  James,  who  survives.  His 
second  wife  wae  Lydia  Woodward, 
daughter  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
George  W.  Woodward,  and  sister  of  the 
late  Judge  Stanley  Woodward.  His 
third  wife  is  Rose  Grier  Simontoo,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  William  Simonton, 
and  a  niece  of  Judge  SImonton  of  Phila- 
delphia, she  being  a  relative  of  Rev. 
I>r.  E.  Grier  Fullerton  of  Wilkes-Barre 
and  of  Mrs.  E>r.  Mayer.  Only  on  E^feister 
Sunday  there  was  unveiled  at  St. 
Stephen's  Episcopal  Church  a  costly 
tablet  in  memory  of  his  second  wife. 

Of  a  large  family  of  brothers  and  sis- 
ters only  one  survives,  James  Denton 
Hancock  of  Franklin.  Pa.  He  is  promi- 
nent in  western  Pennsylvania  politics 
and  law  affairs.    Other  brothers  were: 
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John  Hancock,  Peoria,  III.;  William 
Hancock  of  Wyoming;  David  and  a 
Bister  Sallie.  who  married  Dr.  Mllea  cI 
Peoria. 

MaJ.  Hancock  was  a  member  of  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Westmoreland  Club  and 
the  Historical  Society. 

He  is  survived  by  a  son  James,  a 
popular  Princeton  man  of  '88,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Clara  MoKenna  of  Pitteburg. 

Military  and  mercantile  circles  have 
few  men  more  widely  known  than 
Bllsha  A.  Hancock  of  Philadelphia, 
who,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Han- 
cock &  Company,  has  long  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  commercial  affairs 
of  that  city  and,  by  untiring  Industry 
and  honorable  business  methods,  has 
built  up  an  establishment  probably  pre> 
eminent  in  the  grain  shipping  business 
in  the  United  States. 

Elisha  Athertoo  Hancock  was  born 
In  what  was  then  Wilkes-Barre  Town- 
ship, but  now  known  as  Plains  Town- 
ship, a  few  miles  from  the  city  of 
WIlkeo-Barre,  L«uzerne  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1839.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  and  the  early  boyhood  of  the 
subject  of  this  review  was  largely  spent 
at  farm  work.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  In  the  country  schools  during 
the  winter  months.  When  he  was  15 
years  old  the  family  removed  to 
Wilkes-Barre,  where,  after  two  years 
spent  in  pchool.  he  entered  a  machine 
shop  as  an  apprentice,  and  zealously 
labored  the  full  time  of  his  apprentice- 
ship. After  attaining  his  majority  he 
commenced  work  as  a  Journeyman,  but 
his  career  as  a  machinist  was  abruptly 
terminated  in  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
a  military  company  at  Wilkes-Barre. 
When  this  organization  arrived  at  Har- 
risburg  his  services  were  declltied*  be- 
cause the  State's  quota  of  troops  had 
been  filled,  but  after  the  first  battle  of 
Bull  Run  President  Lincoln  issued  a 
call  for  additional  troops  and  Mr.  Han- 
cock again  entered  the  service  of  the 
country  as  first  lieutenant  of  Co.  H, 
Ninth  Pennsylvania  (Lochlel)  Volun- 
teer Cavalry  In  1863.  For  nearly  four 
years  and  until  the  war  was  thorough- 
ly over  he  remained  In  the  army, 
rising  in  1865  to  the  rank  of  major.  He 
was  many  times  commended  by  his 
superior  oflflcers  both  for  personal  gal- 
lantry and  for  able  and  eflflclent  dis- 
charge of  duties,  being  several  times 
mentioned  and  commended  in  the  dis- 
patches to  the  War  Department.  Dur- 
ing his  army  service  MaJ.  Hancock  par- 
ticipated in  fifty  battles  and  upwards. 
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principally  while  with  the  Department 
of  the  Cumberland,  eervin^:  00  the 
Btafts  of  Generals  R.  B.  Mitchell  and  £. 
M.  McCook.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
operations  agrainat  Morgan's  forces  in 
hie  several  raids;  in  the  battle  of  Per- 
ryville  and  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  He  was  with  Sherman  and  the 
Federal  army  in  the  historic  march  to 
the  sea,  and  was  wounded  while  in 
command  of  the  Third  Battalion  at 
Averysborough,  North  Carolina.  March 
16.  1865.  the  wound  resulting  in  the  am- 
putation of  his  left  leg.  Just  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  in  July.  1865.  After 
the  restoration  of  peace  Maj.  Hancock 
returned  to  his  home  in  tlie  Wyoming 
Valley,  where  he  spent  a  year  recov- 
ering from  the  effects  of  his  wound. 
He  then  opened  a  mining  supply  store 
at  Plains,  Pa.,  in  1866.  For  nine  years 
he  continued  in  this  business,  remov- 
ing to  Wilkee-Barre  in  1875  and  form- 
ing a  partnership  with  his  brother  John, 
a  resident  of  Peoria,  111.  In  1878  the 
firm  of  Hancock  &  Company  was 
merged  into  that  of  Hancock.  Grier  & 
Company.  In  1884  it  was  again  estab- 
lished as  Hancock  &  Company  with 
only  the  original  partners.  John  and  E. 
A.  Hancock.  By  pursuing  strictly  legi- 
timate business  methodic  this  Arm 
raised  up  a  mercantile  and  exporting 
house  second  to  no  grain  shipping  Arm 
in  the  United  States.  Straightforward- 
ness in  every  transaction,  promptness 
in  all  engagements  and  instant  pay- 
ment of  all  Just  demands  are  the  prin- 
ciples which  have  always  governed  Its 
numerous  transactions  and  won  for  it 
a  high  place  in  commercial  circles. 

MaJ.  Hancock  had  been  in  Philadel- 
phia but  four  years  when  he  was 
unanimously  elected  to  the  presidency 
of  the  Commercial  Ebcchange.  Govern- 
or Hoyt.  on  assuming  the  guberna- 
torial office,  appointed  MaJ.  Hancock  as 
quartermaster  general  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  with  the  rank  of  colonel, 
a  position  in  which  he  served  during 
the  governor's  term. 

While  a  resident  of  Wllkes-Barre  Col. 
Hancock  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  People's  Bank  and  was  a  director 
of  the  institution.  He  w^as  one  of  the 
founders  and  is  now  a  director  of  the 
Fourth  Street  National  Bank  of  Phila- 
delphia. For  several  years  he  was  a 
director  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Npw 
York  Canal  &  Railroad  Companv.  a 
part  of  the  Liehigh  Valley  svstem. 
Governor  Hastings  appointed  Col.  Han- 
cock as  a  representative  of  Pennsylva- 
nia op  the  staff  of  MaJ.  Gen.  Dodge  at 
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the  Inauguration  of  President  McKln- 
ley. 

MaJ.  Hancock's  ensra^lng  personality 
and  his  high  standing  in  cpocial  and 
mercantile  circles  have  won  for  him 
many  friend£».  He  filled  the  office  of 
director  and  vice  president  of  the 
Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  of 
which  organisation  he  Is  still  a  mem- 
ber, and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  Legion,  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  of  the  Rlttenhouse  and 
Country  clubs.  During  several  summers 
MaJ.  Hancock  has  sought  milch  needed 
rest,  recruiting  his  health  and  finding 
delightful  recreation  in  E)uropean 
travel.  He  was  planning  for  a  stay 
abroad  during  the  coming  summer. 

It  has  been  understood  that  Maj. 
Hancock  contemplated  providing  for  a 
handsome  memorial  in  this,  his  native 
town. 

Probably  the  first  attempt  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  battle  of  Wyoming  In  verse 
Is  given  in  the  following  verses.  John 
Gaglon  of  this  city  sends  a  clipping  from 
an  old  paper  which  he  says  was  found 
between  the  rafters  of  an  old  log  house 
In  Danville.  It  can  be  found  in  Miner's 
History  of  Wyoming,  where  It  Is  at- 
tributed to  Uriah  Terry  and  Is  said  to 
have  been  written  soon  after  the  1778 
battle.  As  given  below,  eight  stanzas 
of  soliloquy  are  omitted  and  nine  stansas 
from  another  source  are  added  in  order 
to  complete  the  tale  as  told  In  the  old 
paper  from  Danville.  It  cannot  be  claim- 
ed that  Uriah  was  much  of  a  poet,  but 
his  verses  are  interesting  nevertheless: 


MASSACRE  OF  WYOMING. 

**A  tragical  account  of  the  Battle  be- 
tween the  people  of  Wyoming  and  the 
Indians  of  Westmoreland.  In  the  year 
1778.  in  which  two  hundred  of  the  Ameri- 
cans wore  unhappily  sacrificed  to  the 
savage  barbarity  of  some  treacherous 
Americans  and  cruel  savages,  in  a  poem, 
by  a  person  then  a  resident  near  the 
field  of  battle." 

Kind  heaven  assist  the  trembling  oMiae, 

While  she  attempts  to  tell 
Of  poor  Wyoming's  overthrow. 

By  savage  sons  of  bell. 

One  hundred  whites.  In  painted  hue, 

.Whom  Butler  there  did  lead; 
Supported  by  a  barb'rous  crew 

Of  the  fierce  savage  breed. 

The  last  of  June  the  siege  began. 

And  several  days  It  held; 
While  many  a  brave  and  valiant 

Lay  slaughtered  on  the  field. 
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Our  troops  march'd  from  the  Forty-Fbrt 

The  third  day  of  July; 
Three     hundred     strong     they     march'd 
along 

The  fate  of  war  to  try. 

But  O!  alas,  three  hundred  men 

Is  much  too  small  a  band, 
To  meet  eight  hundred  men  complete. 

And  make  a  glorious  stand. 

Four  miles  we  marched  from  the  fort 

Our  enemies  to  meet. 
Too  far  indeed  did  Butler  lead 

To  keep  a  safe  retreat. 

And  now  the  fatal  hour  is  come. 

They  bravely  charge  the  foe; 
And  they  with  ire  return  the  Are, 

Which  proved  our  overthrow. 

Some  minutes  they  sustained  the  fire. 

But  ere  they  were  aware; 
They  were  encompassed  all  around 

Which  proved  a  fatal  snare. 

And  now  they  did  attempt  to  fly. 

But  now  'twas  all  in  vain; 
The  little  host  by  far  the  most. 

Were  by  those  Indians  slain! 

And  as  they  fly.  for  quarters  cry. 

Oh!  hear  indulgent  heaven; 
Hard  to  relate  the  dreadful  fate. 

No  quarters  must  be  given! 

With  bitter  cries  and  roounrful  sighs. 

They  seek  for  some  retreat; 
Run    here    and    there,    they    know    not 
where. 

Till  awful  death  they  meet! 

Some  men  yet  found  were  flying  around. 

Sagacious  to  get  clear; 
But  vain  to  fly,  the  foe  so  nigh 

The  front,  the  flank,  and  rear. 

And  now  the  foe  has  won  the  day, 
Methinks  their  words  were  these, 

"Ye  cursed  rebel  Yankee  race, 
Will  this  your  Congress  please!*' 

Your  pardon's  cause  you  then  shall  have. 

We  hold  them  in  our  hands; 
We  all  agree  to  set  them  free. 

By  dashing  out  their  brains. 

And  as  for  you  enlisted  crew. 
We'll  raise  your  honors  higher; 

Pray  turn  your  eye  where  you  must  lie. 
In  yonder  burning  Are. 

They  naked  In  those  flames  were  cast. 

Too  dreadful  'tis  to  tell, 
Where  they  must  fry,  and  burn  and  die 

While  cursed  Indians  yell. 
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No  age  nor  life  these  tigers  spare. 

The  youth  and  hoary  head 
Were  by  these  monsters  murder' d  there 

And  numbered  with  the  dead. 

The  Forty  Fort  was  the  resort 

For  mother  and  for  child; 
To  save  them  from  the  cruel  rage, 

Of  the  fierce  savage  wile. 

Now  when  the  news  of  this  defeat. 

Had  landed  in  our  ears, 
You  well  may  know  our  dreadful  woe. 

And  our  foreboding  fears. 

A  dreadful  sound  is  whispered  round. 

The  sun  now  hides  his  head; 
This  nightly  gloom  forebodes  our  doom. 

We  all  shall  soon  be  dead. 

How  can  we  beer  the  dreadful  spear. 

The  tomahawk  and  knives? 
And  if  we  run  the  dreadful  gun 

Will  rob  us  of  our  lives. 

But     heaven!     kind     heaven,     propitious 
power! 

His  hand  we  must  adore; 
He  did  assuage  the  savage  rage. 

That  they  should  kill  no  more. 

The  gloomy  night  now  gone  and  past. 

The  sun  returns  again, 
The  little  birds  from  every  bush 

Seem  to  lament  the  slain. 

With  aching  hearts  and  trembling  bands 

We  walked  here  and  there, 
Till  through  the  northern  pines  we  saw, 

A  flag  approaching  near. 

Some  men  were  chose  to  meet  this  flag. 

Our  colonel  was  the  chief. 
Who  soon  returned  and  in  hJs  mouth 

He  brought  an  oHve  leaf. 

This  olive  leaf  has  granted  life. 

But  then  we  must  no  more 
Pretend  to  fight  with  Britain's  king 

Until  the  wars  are  o'er. 

And  now  poor  Westmoreland  is  lost. 

Our  forts  are  all  resigned. 
Our  buildings,  they  are  all  on  fire,— 

What  shelter  can  we  find? 

They  did  agree  in  black  and  white. 

If  we'd  lay  down  our  arms, 
That  all  who  pleased  might  quietly 

Remain  ui>on  their  farms. 

But,  oh!  they've  robbed  us  of  our  all. 

They've  taken  all  but  life. 
And  we'll  rejoice  and  bless  the  Lord, 

If  this  may  end  the  strife. 

And  now  J've  told  mv  roournfal  tale, 

I  hope  you'll  all  agree 
To  help  our  cause  and  break  the  jaws 

Of  cruel  tyranny. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES. 

[Dally  Record.  May  28,  1906.] 
E3dttor  of  the  Record: 

"I  have  had  much  pleasure  in  going 
through  the  first  and  second  volumes 
of  the  Historical  Record  and  find  much 
to  interest. 

I  note  you  are  not  very  full  on  the 
church  lottery  and  the  fight  between 
the  Methodists  and  the  Presbsrteriane. 
Mr.  Zlba  Bennett  was  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  M.  EX  Church. 
I  think,  at  that  time  and  I  am  told  had 
a  full  record  of  the  incident.  I  have 
always  thought  the  printed  statements 
I  have  seen  were  not  reflected  from 
Methodist  sources. 

I  not  on  p.  211,  Vol.  I,  as  part  of  Cap- 
tain Franklin's  company,  my  great- 
uncles.  Nathan  and  Benjamin  Carey, 
and  also  my  great  grandfather.  John 
Carey  (who  raised  me  from  infancy 
until  my  12th  year),  also  another  ex- 
tract: "11th,  Clear,  hoed  some  and 
went  to  Nathan  Carey's  wedding." 
This  was  my  great-uncle  and  gives  m^ 
the  date  of  his  marriage,  which  was  to 
Jane  Mann  of  Hanover.  He  moved 
later  to  Arkport,  New  York,  where  ho 
is  buried.  He  was  the  flrst  coroner  of 
Luzerne  County. 

I  see  also  your  reference  to  early 
steamboats  on  the  Susquehanna  River, 
but  so  far  I  see  no  reference  to  the  one 
I  remember.  I  was  born  in  1833,  left 
the  Valley  in  1846;  one  of  my  earliest 
memories  is  of  a  steamboat  that  I 
went  with  my  mother  to  see,  that  came 
up  the  river  and  had  met  with  some 
accident  and  was  tied  up  at  the  river 
bank  west  of  Careytown,  either  on  the 
Miller  Horton  farm  or  my  great-grand- 
father.  John  Carey's  farm.  It  was 
near  the  line  between  them. 

I  note  your  reference  to  the  old  church 
on  the  Square.  It  was  raised  in  1801. 
All  Careytown  was  up  to  the  raising, 
including  my  great-grandfathers.  John 
Carey  and  David  Richards,  and  grand- 
father Marble.  I  am  indebted  to  my 
uncle.  David  Thompson,  for  this  date. 

I  remember  Rev.  Father  Molster,  and 
as  a  child  shall  never  forget  his  singing 
of  "Canaan,  Bright  Canaan,  there 
i  8  a  land  of  Canaan."  I  have  forgot- 
ten most  of  the  wording  and  have  long 
wanted  a  copy,  but  of  the  many 
Canaans  that  I  find  there  are  none  like 
Father  Moister's. 

On  p.  79.  Vol.  II.  I  note  "First  Rail- 
road to  Wllkes-Barre."  I  was  at  the 
opening  ceremony  at  South  Wllkes- 
Barre.    On  p.  79,  Vol  II,  you  speak  of 
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Rev.  Baker  and  his  singing  of  "Blow 
Ye  the  Trumpet  Blow."  It  was  one  of 
the  Joys  of  my  life  to  alt  on  the  knee  of 
my  great-grandfather,  John  Carey  of 
Careytown,  and  hear  him  sing  that 
grand  old  hymn. 

I  am  endeavoring  to  read  the  vol- 
umes quite  carefully;  among  other 
things  to  learn  more  of  my  great- 
grandmother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Susannah  Mann.  Her  first  husband 
was  a  Mr.  Greene,  who,  I  think,  was 
killed  in  the  Revolution  or  died  from 
the  effect  of  his  service  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. Her  second  marriage  was  to  my 
great-grandfather,  John  Carey  of 
Careytown,  and  by  her  he  had  all  his 
children.  His  son,  my  grandfather, 
died  in  1808.  His  daughters,  of  whom 
there  were  three,  married  and  moved  to 
Illinois  at  an  early  dat<r,  and  my  great- 
grandmother  died  in  1815. 

I  am  also  looking  up  the  records,  hop- 
ing to  learn  more  of  my  great-great- 
grandfather, Eleaser  Carey,  who  came 
to  Wyoming  Valley  with  the  First 
Forty  Connecticut  Pioneers,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1769.  and  I  am  seeking  to  know 
the  particulars  of  each  of  Col.  Denl- 
son's  marriages,  he  having  been  mar- 
ried twice.  So  you  see  1  feel  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  your  publication, 
especially  where  it  goes  back  to  the 
17th  century  and  the  early  days  of  the 
18th.     Yours  very  truly, 

John  M.  Marble. 

Iios  Angeles,  Cal. 


DEATH  OF  JUDGE  LOOP. 

[Daily  Record,  M^y  28,  1906.] 

Yesterday  morning  at  9:30  o'clock 
occurred  the  death,  at  his  home  on 
South  River  street,  of  Judge  J.  M. 
Loop,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Luzerne  County  bar.  He  was  stricken 
with  paralysis  last  Tuesday  and  his 
condition  at  once  became  so  critical 
that  the  end  was  foreseen.  At  no  time 
did  he  rally  sufficiently  to  give  his 
relatives  any  encouragement.  Judge 
Loop  was  83  years  of  age  and  he  is 
survived  by  his  invalid  wife;  a  twin 
brother,  Edward  S.  Loop  of  South 
Main  street;  a  younger  brother,  Rev. 
DeWitt  Clinton  Loop  of  Baltimore: 
and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Sidney  Roby  of 
Rochester. 

John  Miller  Loop — ^he  was  popularly 
known  as  D.  J.  M.  Loop,  although  the 
first  initial  was  not  part  of  his  name — 
was  born  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  in  1823.  He 
was  educated  at  the  old  Wilkes-Barre 
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Academy  and  graduated  from  Dickin- 
son College  In  1844.  After  reading  law 
with  an  Elmira  preceptor  he  removed 
to  Illinois  and  practiced  his  profession 
in  that  State  for  some  months.  In 
1849  he  removed  to  Port  Winnebago, 
Wisconsin,  and  in  a  few  months  was 
elected  the  first  district  attorney  of 
Columbia  County.  He  was  also  ad- 
mitted to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wis- 
consin. In  1864  he  came  back  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  practiced  his  profession 
in  Hazleton  and  Wilkes-Barre,  as  well 
as  in  Liancaster  County.  In  1870  he 
again  went  West,  this  time  to  Missouri. 
He  located  in  Newton  County  and 
later  went  to  Joplin,  Jasper  County,  at 
which  place  he  was  elected  judge.  In 
1879  he  went  to  Kansas,  in  1880  to 
Waverly,  N.  T.,  and  in  1882  he  re- 
turned again  to  Pennsylvania  and  prac- 
ticed in  Nanticoke  and  in  Wilkes- 
Barre. 

Judge  Loop  was  descended  from 
Revolutionary  stock.  His  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  Gen.  William  Ross,  Sr., 
who  came  to  the  Wyoming  Valley  in 
1775  and  after  the  massacre,  the  rest 
of  the  family  having  been  separated  in 
that  awful  slaughter,  he  and  his 
mother  escaped  by  way  of  Nescopeck. 
After  their  return  he  Joined  the  army 
and  won  his  title  of  general.  In  1812 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate.  During 
the  troubles  after  the  massacre  Gen. 
(then  Captain)  Ross  played  a  con- 
spicuous part. 

Judge  Loop  was  an  able  lawyer  and 
his  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  was 
general  and  thorough.  He  was  high- 
ly esteemed  by  the  other  members  of 
the  bar.  As  a  connecting  link  between 
the  old  timers  of  the  profession  and 
the  present  generation  he  saw  numer- 
>  ous  changes  in  the  membership  of  the 
legal  fraternity  and  in  the  methods 
of  practice,  and  had  he  written  a 
volume  of  his  observations  it  would 
have  been  a  decidedly  valuable  con- 
tribution to  local  literature.  He  was 
remarkably  active  in  his  later  years 
and  his  faculties  were  not  dimmed. 
Up  until  his  last  days  he  was  a  promi- 
nent figure  in  the  legal  circle  and  was 
known  to  a  great  many  of  the  cicizens 
generally. 

■  m  *^ 

SITE    OF    BOWMAN    TANNERY   ON 
NORTH  MAI  N8TREET. 

Persons  passing  up  Main  street  can 
see  at  the  Intersection  of  North,  an 
o^d  mill-stone  and  they  wonder  what 
its  history  is.     The  old   stone  lies  in 
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the  hedge  and  is  an  interefiting  land- 
n^ark  of  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago.  It 
was  at  this  corner  that  Oen.  Isaac 
Bowman  established  and  for  many 
years  conducted  a  tannery.  The  old 
stone  referred  to,  was  used  for  grind- 
ing the  hemlock  bark  and  It  was  driven 
by  horsepower.  The  site  of  the  tan 
vats  Is  still  visible  on  the  premises, 
which  are  now  occupied  by  Gen.  C. 
Bowman  Dougherty. 

Isaac  Bowman  was  a  Massachusetts 
man.  bom  in  1773  and  settled  in  Wilkes- 
Barre  in  1795. 

He  took  a  great  Interest  in  military 
matters  and  this  was  natural  for  the 
reason  that  his  father  and  grandfather 
were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

■  ^  ■ 

DEATH   OF   ROBERT   BAUR. 

[Daily  Record,  June  1,  190G.] 

Robert  Baur.  the  veteran  printer  of 
this  city,  died  yesterday  morning  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter.  Mrs.  T.  A. 
Powell,  of  debility.  He  has  been  ail- 
ing for  but  two  weeks  and  had  gone  to 
Hazleton  hoping  that  the  change  might 
benefit  him. 

Mr.  Baur  was  born  Dec.  25,  1825,  at 
Bttenschies,  County  Ulm,  Kingdom  of 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  was  conse- 
quently in  his  Slst  year.  Mr.  Baur  en- 
joyed remarkably  rugged  health  for  a 
man  of  his  age. 

He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Frederick. 
Jacob  Baur,  who  was  a  prominent 
LfUtheran  clergyman  in  Wurtemberg, 
and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  84 
years  in  1876.  His  mother  was  Caro- 
lina Hahn  of  Wurtemberg,  who  died 
in  1862,  aged  54. 

During  his  early  days  in  Wurtemberg 
Mr.  Baur  was  educated  in  the  high 
school  of  Ulm.  then  and  now  a  prom- 
inent fortress  of  Germany.  Conclud- 
ing his  education,  Mr.  Baur  entered  the 
apprenticeship  of  a  book  binder  at  the 
age  of  14.  After  serving  four  years  in 
the  bindery  Mr.  Baur  followed  the  cus- 
tom—which was  an  unwritten  law— of 
traveling  abroad  and  learning  of  the 
methods  used  by  concerns  in  foreign 
countries,  where  he  spent  three  years. 
He    then  returned    to  Wurtemberg    at 

the  age  of  21  and  was  subject  to  the 
onscrlptlon  customs  of  the  country  for 
-military  service.  Lota  were  drawn 
among  the  young  men,  whose  names 
*  were  returned  to  the  government  from 
that  district,  and  fortune  favored  him 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  drew  No.  171, 
which  number  gave  him  freedom  from 
military  service  for  all  time,  excepting 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ii4  yol.  i4 


in  the  emergency  of  one  of  those  men 
conscripted  having  died  within  four 
weeks -from  the  date  of  the  drawing. 
In  that  event  Mr.  Baur  would  have 
been  compelled  to  enter  the  military 
service. 

In  those  days  the  young  man  was  not 
permitted  to  enter  Switzerland  until  he 
had  passed  the  conscription,  as  this  lit- 
tle Alpa  republic  would  not  give  up  the 
young  German  who  had  once  crossed 
the  frontier  into  that  country.  Mr. 
Baur  was  therefore  eligible  to  visit 
6witcerland  and  was  given  a  passport 
by  the  German  authorities.  He  re- 
mained in  Switzerland  two  years,  prin- 
cipally at  Zurich.  Vevey,  Lausanne 
and  Geneva.  He  returned  to  Germany 
in  1848«  in  company  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  Germans,  who  left  Switzerland 
to  participate  in  the  revolution  of  that 
year.  The  revolution  was  straight- 
way suppressed  by  the  regular  army 
of  Germany,  but  the  movement  was  the 
entering  wedge  that  resulted  in  popular 
suffrage. 

It  was  Mr.  Baur's  connection  with  the 
revolution  that  resulted  in  his  coming 
to  America,  as  he  realized  that  he 
would  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  had  he 
remained.  He  took  passage  on  a  sail- 
ing vessel,  and  it  required  six  weeks 
to  cross  the  Atlantic  and  land  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

He  remained  at  Philadelphia  with 
relatives  until  1861,  following  his  trade. 
Accidentally  he  learned  that  a  book 
binder  was  wanted  In  Wilkes-Barre. 
and  without  any  knowledge  concern- 
ing the  city  or  valley  came  on  at  onoe. 

JOURNEY  TO  WILKES-BARRE. 

Leaving  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Baur 
boarded  the  Reading  Railroad  train  for 
Port  Clinton.  From  this  point  the 
Little  Schuylkill  Railroad  landed  him 
at  Tamaqua.  A  stage  was  in  wait- 
ing, which  ran  from  Tam^Qua  to  this 
city  via  Hazleton.  Mr.  Baur  had  as 
companions  in  the  stage  Gen.  William 
Ross  and  wife  and  George  P.  Steele, 
who  was  then  sheriff  of  Luzerne 
County.  He  knew  not  where  he  was 
going  and  felt  uncommonly  blue.  But 
a  telegraph  wire  was  noticed  all  along 
the  route  and  he  thought  that  if  this 
marvel  of  comunication  had  been  car- 
ried Into  Wilkes-Barre  it  could  not  bei 
such  a  terrible  place. 

Another  circum9tance  gave  him  an 
exalted  opinion  of  the  place  which  was 
to  be  his  home  for  over  fifty  years 
thereafter. 

Just  at  this  time  P.  T.  Barnum  had 
introduced  the  great  songstress,  Jenny 
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Idnd,  to  the  American  public.  She 
Aad  appeared  in  Philadelphia  and  Oen. 
and  Mrs.  Hoss  and  Sheriff  Steele  had 
been  present  at  the  concert.  Durinsr 
the  afternoon,  as  the  stagre  was  slowly 
passing  through  a  section  of  woods,  af- 
fording a  moment's  relief  from  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  sun,  Oen.  Ross 
suddenly  asked: 

**Did  you  hear  Jenny  L*ind  while  In 
Philadelphia,  sheriff?" 

When  he  nodded  that  he  had  been 
present  the  general  further  inquired  of 
Mr.  Steele: 

"How  did  you  like  her?" 

••Ah!"  said  the  sheriff.  '•We've  got 
plenty  of  girls  in  WIlkes-Barre  who  can 
beat  Jenny  Lind  all  to  pieces!"  and 
then  all  was  silent.  Mr.  Baur  thought 
that  if  he  was  destined  for  a  town 
where  there  were  plenty  of  Jenny  Llnds 
it  couldn't  be  a  bad  place  in  which  to 
locate. 

The  party  reached  Wilkes-Barre  at  10 
o'clock  in  the  evening  and  Mr.  Baur 
stopped  at  the  American  House,  the 
same  building  which  was  lately  the 
Bristol  House,  then  kept  by  Mr.  Knapp. 
He  bad  a  recommendation  to  Capt. 
John  Reichard  and  was  well  received 
by  a  number  of  prominent  German 
citisens,  among  them  being  Charles 
Roth,  Brnest  Roth,  Lieonhart  Hesse, 
Louis  Hitchler,  Major  Waelder 
and  Dr.  Louis  Hartman.  Though  not 
very  favorably  impressed  with  Wilkes- 
Barre  at  first  sight,  the  Public  Square 
then  furnishing  little  evidence  of  public 
spirit  on  the  part  of  its  people,  while 
the  business  houses  were  unassuming, 
he  was  kindly  received  and  assisted. 

STARTED  A  BINDERY. 

He  at  once  started  in  the  bindery 
business  on  North  Main  street  near 
Union.  Robert  Kilmer,  a  dealer  in  fur- 
niture, being  his  next  door  neighbor. 

At  that  time  the  late  Hendrick  B. 
Wright,  a  friend  of  the  Germans,  was  a 
rising  man  in  politics  who  had  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  a  law  at  Harrisburg 
compelling  all  of  the  sheriff's  sales  to 
be  published  in  G^erman.  MaJ.  Waelder 
had  founded  the  Democratic  Wachter 
in  1842.  The  major  had  gone  to  the 
Mexican  War  as  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Wyoming  Artillerists,  selling  the  paper 
to  Mader  &  Rullman.  This  paper  was 
enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  sheriff's 
sales.  Mader  &  Rullman  were  com- 
pelled to  give  up  the  plant.  It  was 
then  that  Mr.  Baur  entered  lournalism 
under  the  direction  of  MaJ.  Waelder. 

The  office  was  then  in  a  building  on 
the  site  of  the  Weitzenkorn  block  and 
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Mr.  Baur  moved  his  bindery  to  this 
building  and  occupied  the  two  floors. 
In  1862  Mr.  Baur,  in  connection  with 
Herz  Lowenetein,  Samuel  Prauenthal 
and  Seth  Tuck,  purchased  from  the 
HoUenback  heirs  the  plot  of  ground 
from  the  Laning  Building  on  Public 
Square  down  to  the  Raeder  property,  9 
South  Main  street,  for  1125  per  foot 
front,  at  that  time  considered  an  ex- 
cessive price.  He  then  erected  the 
three  story  building  occupied  by  him 
until  his  death  and  removed  his  busi- 
ness from  the  Wood  building  opposite. 

Mr.  Baur  conducted  the  Democrat - 
Ischer  Wachter  forty-six  years,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  six  weeks'  visit 
to  his  birthplace  In  Germany,  in  1871. 
and  two  weeks  of  emergency  service 
under  Capt.  Gust&v  Hahn  at  the  time 
of  the  threatened  invasion  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  southern  forces  in  1863. 
when  Lee  crossed  the  Potomac,  he  ed- 
ited and  personally  mailed  every  issue 
of  the  Wachter  during  that  long  period. 
He  disposed  of  the  paper  in  July,  1897, 
to  Herman  Barring,  Louis  Tisch  and 
Pred  Wagner.  He  started  a  semi- 
weekly  German  paper  named  the  Sams- 
tag  Abend  in  1874  and  conducted  that 
in  connection  with  the  Wachter,  which 
was  included  in  the  sale  of  the  latter 
sheet.  These  publications  as  conduct- 
ed by  Mr.  Baur  were  always  on  a  high 
plane,  ably  edited  and  were  a  force 
among  the  community  and  constituency 
in  which  they  circulated. 

Mr.  Baur  lost  a  brother.  Richard,  in 
the  Civil  War,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  11th  Ohio  Battery.  He  was  killed 
in  the  Battle  of  luca  under  Gen.  Rosen- 
crans.  Another  brother,  Charles,  en- 
listed In  a  Pennsylvania  regiment  from 
Philadelphia  and  died  a  short  time  after 
the  war  from  the  effects  of  exposure. 

Mr.  Baur  was  married  in  1856  to 
Pauline  Hassold  of  Philadelphia,  and 
six  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
only  two  remaining,  Adolph,  the  Junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  R,  Baur  &  Son, 
and  Mrs.  Bmma  Baur  Powell  of  Haale- 
ton.    Mrs.  Baur  is  still  living. 


COUNTY    POLITICS    IN    ANTE- 
BELLUM DAYS. 

[Daily  Record,  June  9,  1906.] 
Congressman  Palmer  says  in  a  re- 
cent very  interesting  article  contained 
in  the  Record,  thar  Col.  Wright  was 
last  elected  to  Congress  in  1860.  Mr. 
Palmer  is  mistaken  in  the  year.  Col. 
George  W.  Scranton  was  elected  to 
Congress    in   1858    and   re-elected    in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I860,  died  in  May.  1861.  A  special 
election  was  called  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
which  was  held  on  June  30,  1861.  The 
political  parties  did  not  have  time  to 
hold  conventions  for  the  selection  of 
conferees,  so  the  county  executive 
committees  of  the  several  counties  in 
the  district,  consistinsr  of  Luzerne, 
Columbia,  Montour  and  Wyoming — 
what  is  now  Lackawanna  constituted 
part  of  Luzerne — assumed  that  respon- 
sibility. The  Democratic  conferees 
met  first  and  nominated  Col.  Wright. 
The  Republican  conferees  met  at 
Wilkes -Bar  re  in  the  arbitration  room 
of  the  court  house,  some  of  whom  were 
in  favor  of  indorsing  the  nomination 
of  Wright  and  some  were  opposed 
thereto.  They  adjourned  for  supper 
without  efTecting  a  nomination.  Re- 
convened in  the  evening,  meeting  In 
my  (clerk's)  office.  It  was  nearly  mid- 
night before  a  decision  was  reached. 
Col.  Wright  remained  in  his  office  on 
Franklin  street,  awaiting  the  result  of 
the  conference.  Various  questions 
were  propounded  to  Wright,  whose 
answers  were  entirely  satisfactory,  so 
it  was  thought  best  to  Indorse  his 
nomination,  and  so  eschew  a  partisan 
contest,  thus  encouraging  a  unification 
of  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  for  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion. 

Wright  declared  himself  as  in  favor 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  from  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  favor  of  issu- 
ing paper  currency,  in  fact  as  being 
in  favor  of  every  and  any  measure 
that  would  tend  to  strengthen  the  ad- 
ministration of  Abraham  Lincoln  In 
its  efforts  to  maintain  the  union.  After 
Wright's  election  he  was  found  acting 
with  the  Vallandingham  wing  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  voted  against 
the  issuing  of  paper  currency,  com- 
monly called  greenbacks,  the  issuing  of 
which  was  an  absolute  necessity, 
whereby  to  enable  the  government  to 
prosecute  the  war.  He  wanted  "honest 
money."  Regret  to  say  that  we  have 
since  heard  the  same  cry  from  other 
sources. 

I  met  Col.  Wright  shortly  after  his 
nomination  by  both  parties  and  he  re- 
marked that  he  had  Just  been  in- 
formed that  David  Randall  of  Scran - 
ton  was  about  to  announce  himself  as 
an  independent  candidate  in  opposition 
to  him.  He  made  light  of  it — "For 
sake  of  a  little  opposition,  would  be 
willing  to  pay  the  cost  of  Randall's 
tickets;  without  opposition  the  can- 
vass would  be  too  tame  and  insipid." 
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A  few  days  before  the  election  I  aeraln 
met  the  colonel.  Found  blm  then  In 
a  very  different  mood.  Was  very 
solicitous  as  to  what  the  result  might 
prove  to  he.  Randall's  following  was 
greater  than  he  had  anticipated  It 
would  be.  The  election  resulted  In 
giving  Randall  small  majorities  In  all 
the  counties  of  the  district  excepting 
Luzerne.  Wright's  majority  was  about 
2,000  in  the  district.  Had  the  Repub- 
licans nominated  a  straight  out  ticket, 
with  W.  W.  Ketcham  for  Congress,  he 
would  have  been  elected  by  a  decided 
majority.  With  Ketcham  in  the  field 
Randall  would  not  have  been  a  can- 
didate; his  support  would  have  been 
thrown  to  Ketcham. 

Wright  having  voted  for  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  a  pro-slavery  measure, 
when  in  Congress  in  1854,  rendered 
him  odious  to  the  anti-slavery  element 
in-  his  own  party  and  helped  to  en- 
compass his  defeat  for  re-election  la 
that  year,  being  defeated  by  Henry  M. 
f\ilier,  who  had  the  support  of  the 
Whigs,  Know  Nothings  and  Antl 
Slavery  Democrats. 

We  attended  a  Democratic  rally  and 
pole  raiding  at  Dallas  in  the  Scott- 
Pierce  campaign  of  1852.  CoL  Wright 
addressed  the  meeting,  followed  by  A. 
R.  Brundage,  Esq.  It  was  said  that 
that  was  Asa's  maiden  speech — 
whether  It  was  or  not,  it  called  forth 
favorable  comment.  Think  Brundage 
at  that  time  was  a  student  in  Wright's 
ofQce.  At  that  time  the  Democratic 
party  in  Luzerne  was  divided  into  two 
factions,  one  headed  by  Wright,  the 
other  by  Andrew  Beaumont.  They 
were  called  •♦Bobtails"  and  "Switch- 
tails."  Wright  drove  a  bobtail  horse 
and  Beaumont  a  horbd  with  a  long, 
bushy  tall;  hence  the  derivation  of  the 
names  as  applied  to  the  respective 
factions.  Both  factions  were  loyal  to 
the  Democratic  State  and  national 
tickets,  but  were  ever  ready  to  knife 
each  other  locally. 

At  that  Dallas  meeting  both  factions 
had  a  liberal  representation,  but  Al- 
mon  Qoss,  the  recognized  local  leader 
of  the  Beaumont  faction,  had  passed 
the  word  all  along  the  line  to  the  faith « 
ful  to  turn  out  to  the  meeting,  but  to 
render  no  assistance  in  the  erection  of 
the  pole.  The  orders  were  obeyed. 
The  Bobtails  nearly  came  short  of  be- 
ing equal  to  the  task  of  raising  the 
pole,  which  was  a  large,  heavy  hick- 
ory. Although  fifty-four  years  ago, 
we  can   distinctly   see,   in  our   mind's 
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eye,  Almon  Goss  and  his  lieutenants 
standing  with  hands  in  pockets  and 
smiles  on  their  faces  witnessing  the 
struggle  put  forth  by  the  Bobs  in 
erecting  their  pole,  hoping  and  ex- 
pecting them  to  prove  a  failure. 
There  were  several  "knockdowns" 
during  the  course  of  the  meeting.  In 
Ihose  days  nearly  every  locality  had 
its  best  man,  then  termed  "bully/*  now 
athlete.  At  public  gatherings  several 
of  these  would  sometimes  meet,  result- 
ing in  a  test  of  championship.  ''Little 
Jakey"  Frantz  of  Dallas  wore  the  belt 
in  that  locality.  His  fame  as  a  pugilist 
was  not  confined  to  his  immediate 
neighborhood.  What  he  lacked  in 
size  he  made  up  in  muscle  and  brav- 
ado. His  antagonist  usually  came  off 
second  best. 

After  the  demise  of  the  Whig  party, 
after  its  crushing  defeat  in  1852,  Scott 
receiving  only  about  sixty  electoral 
votes,  the  Know  Nothing  party  sprang 
into  existence,  reaching  its  zenith  in 
•C4,  when  they  elected  Pollock  governor 
of  Pennsylvania  by  a  majority  of  37,- 
000,  and  Henry  M.  Fuller  to  Congresn 
hy^  2,000.  Was  made  a  Know  Nothing 
in  "the  late  Col.  E.  B.  Harvey's  law 
office  on  Franklin  street.  Was  presi- 
dent of  a  chapter  at  Huntsville. 
Henry  Hancock,  son  of  the  late  Judgo 
William  Hancock,  made  almost  a  house 
to  house  canvass.  Revolutionized  the 
politics  of  the  mountain  townships, 
held  meetings  in  vacant  houses,  barns 
and  corn  cribs.  When  they  would  not 
come  out  to  our  meetings,  would  ad- 
minister the  obligation  of  the  oraer  at 
their    homes.  One    man,    Absalom 

Sckadden,  we  administered  the  oath  to 
with  one  hand  resting  on  the  plow 
handle,  the  other  on  the  American 
flag.  J.  Henry  Hancock  was  a  man  of 
fine  address,  good  business  qualifica- 
tions, but  was  unfortunate  in  some  of 
his  undertakings.  It  was  he  who  built 
the  Rhoades  Hotel  at  Harvey's  Lake. 
Was  disappointed  in  political  aspira- 
tions, feelings  became  embittered,  was 
at  Baltimore  in  time  of  war,  expressed 
himself  in  sympathy  with  the  southern 
cause,  was  sent  across  the  lines  by 
Burnslde,  made  captain  of  a  rebel 
company,  taken  prisoner,  sent  to  Camp 
Chase,  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  died  of 
chronic  diarrhea,  and  was  buried 
among  the  rebel  dead. 

C.    J.    Baldwin. 

Norwalk,  O.,  April  9,  '06. 
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THE  WYOMING  MASSACRE. 

[Scranton  Truth,  July  3.  1906.] 

The  Truth  has  longr  held  that  the  Wyo- 
ming Valley  never  received  its  adequate 
place  in  the  history  of  the  American  War 
of  the  Revolution.  The  desolation  of  the 
Connecticut  settlement  was  directly  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  patriotic  people  had 
sent  the  two  companies  that  were  raised 
solely  for  the  protection  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania frontier,  to  the  assistance  of  Wash- 
ington in  the  crisis  of  the  Continental 
Army.  In  response  to  what  seemed  a  de- 
spairing: cry  for  help  on  the  part  of  the 
Continental  Congress  on  the  eve  of  its 
precipitate  adjournment  from  Philadel- 
phia to  meet  in  Baltimore,  the  Wyoming 
settlement  sent  Its  trained,  equipped  sol- 
diers, the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  valley, 
to  the  front,  and  so  left  itself  exposed  to 
the  assaults  of  its  enemies,  the  Tories, 
British  and  Indians  who  had  long  been 
plotting  its  destruction. 

When  the  defenseless  people  appealed  to 
Congress  for  help  their  cries  were  disre- 
garded. Even  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
whose  quota  was  filled  from  the  sturdy 
ranks  of  the  Wyoming  pioneers,  was  not 
entirely  blameless.  It  should  have  seen 
to  it  that  the  settlement  was  not  left 
without  proper  protection,  even  If  the 
patriotic  people  had  placed  the  cause  of 
American  Independence  above  their  own 
safety.  Both  Congress  and  Connecticut 
were  culpable  in  their  cruel  Indifference 
toward  Wyoming.  It  Is  true  Indian  and 
British  raids  were  made  on  other  settle- 
ments, but  nowhere  had  the  people  so 
stripped  themselves  of  their  natural  pro- 
tection for  the  cause  of  country  as  in 
the  Valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  it 
should,  therefore,  have  received  the  as- 
sistance which  its  condition  called  for  and 
It  had  a  right  to  expect. 

At  least  the  two  companies  that  were 
raised  for  home  protection  and  sent  into 
the  field,  in  response  to  the  call  of  Con- 
gress at  a  time  when  Washington's  plight 
seemed  desperate,  should  have  been 
permitted  to  return  to  the  defense  of 
fathers,  mothers,  wives  and  children  when 
the  menace  of  the  invasion  became  acute; 
but  even  this  was  refused  and  t)  e  result 
was  the  devastation  and  slaughter  of  July 
3.  177S— of  which  to-day  Is  the  anniversary 
—the  flight  through  the  Shades  of  Death, 
where  hundreds  of  women  and  children 
perished,  and  the  wantcn  and  cruel  de- 
struction of  homes  and  dear  ones  in  one 
of  the  nK)8t  barbarous  saturnalias  of  sav- 
agery of  which  the  world  has  any  record. 

The  sacrifices  which  the  people  of  Wy- 
oming made  128  years  ago  to-day,  were 
made  as  much  for  country  as  were  those 
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of  the  mo6t  renowned  heroes  and  mar- 
tyrs whose  names  adorn  history's  pages. 
The  brave  four  hundred,  composed  mostly 
of  old  men  and  boys  who  faced  more  than 
thrice  their  number  in  defense  of  homes 
and  loved  ones,  deserve  an  eternity  of 
fame  no  less  great  than  that  accorded  to 
the  noblf"  Lieonldas  and  his  valiant  Spar- 
tans In  their  defense  of  Thermopylae. 
Their  names  constitute  a  glory  roll  that 
should  not  be  permitted  to  vanish  from 
the  lists  of  the  world's  heroes. 


ANNIVERSARY      OF      WYOMING 
MASSACRE. 

[Dally  Record,  July  4,  1906.] 

Although  the  skies  were  threatening 
after  the  heavy  downpour  of  rain  of 
Monday  night,  there  wes  a  large  at- 
tendance at  Wyoming  Monument  yes- 
terday to  participate  in  the  128th  an- 
niversary of  the  memorable  battle, 
when  several  hundred  of  the  eany  set- 
tlers of  this  valley  were  destroyed  by 
the  combined  forces  of  British.  In- 
dians and  Tories.  The  big  canvas  had 
been  torn  down  by  the  wind  of  the 
preceding  night,  but  was  promptly  r-i- 
placed  in  good  shape.  The  grounds 
were  well  trimmed  and  the  monument 
was  hung  with  flags,  and  at  its  base 
were  vases  of  roses  and  ferns.  Alex- 
ander's band  Interspersed  the  exercises 
with  stirring  selections.  There  was  a 
large  representation  of  members  of  the 
Historical  Society,  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  the  Revolution  and  other 
patriotic  societies.  The  seating  accom- 
modations were  fine.  The  temperature 
was  most  agreeable.  During  the  meet- 
ing the  sun  broke  through  the  clouds 
and  furnished  a  perfect  day.  In  the 
absence  of  the  president,  Benjamin 
Dorrance,  who  is  on  a  trip  to  Labra- 
dor, the  exercises  were  conducted  by 
one  of  the  vice  presidents,  William  H. 
Richmond  of  Scranton.  On  the  platform 
were  three  other  vice  presidents,  J.  W. 
Hollenback,  Rev.  H.  E.  Hayden  and 
William  A.  Wilcox,  also  Rev.  W.  T. 
Blair  of  Wyomine.  who  pronouiv?ed 
the  invocation.  The  assemblage  sang 
"America,"  the  band  accompanying. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Johnson,  secretary  of  the 
society,  delivered  a  short  address  in 
which  he  dwelt  upon  the  effective  work 
of  the  association  In  perpetuating  the 
memory  of  the  historic  battle  He 
spoke  of  the  Importance  of  continuing 
the  work.  Owing  to  the  losses  through 
death,  he  felt  the  membershlv  should 
be  added  to  so  that  a  large  represen- 
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tation  of  the  patriotic  residents  of  the 
valley  would  at  all  times  be  on  the  roll. 
He  urged  the  children  of  former  mem- 
bers to  Join  and  In  this  manner  th^ 
society  would  have  a  largre  list  of  those 
Interested  in  the  movement  to  keep 
alive  the  observance  of  the  historic 
event.  After  the  exercises  a  number 
availed  themselves  of  the  invitation 
and  applied  and  were  elected  to  mem- 
bership. 

CHAIRMAN'S  INTRODUCTORY  RE- 
MARKS. 

Chairman  Richmond  read  the  follow- 
ing and  introduced  the  speaker: 

In  the  absence  from  the  State  of  the 
honored  president  of  this  association, 
Benjamin  Dorrance,  I  am  asked  to 
preside,  but  feel  a  delicacy  in  doing  so. 
as  I  do  not  find  among  the  names  of 
the  first  and  early  settlers  of  Wyoming, 
who  came  here  from  Connecticut,  one 
with  my  name,  as  the  ancestors  of  the 
Richmond  family  migrated  from  Ash- 
ton  Kaynes,  Wiltshire  County,  Eng- 
land, to  Massachusetts  in  1336.  John 
Richmond  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Taunton.  Mass.,  and  hix 
descendants  settled  in  that  State,  and 
north  and  west,  and  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island.  My  grandfather,  John 
Richmond,  strayed  to  Hartford,  Conn., 
where  he  married  Prudence  Wads- 
worth,  and  settled  in  Elast  Hampton, 
Conn.,  where  he  practiced  medicine 
from  about  1790  to  1821.  when  he  died. 

I  was  born  in  an  adjoining  town 
and  migrated  to  this  section  in  1842. 
then  a  lad  of  20  years  old,  thus  can- 
not claim  any  direct  history  with  the 
first  settlers  from  Connecticut  who 
made  a  claim  to  this  territory.  They 
claimed  to  the  Great  Lakes.  In  fact, 
I  suppose,  they  might  have  claimed 
westward  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  if  they 
had  not  been  driven  from  this  section, 
after  their  wonderful  struggles  and 
sacrifices,  from  1760  to  1781.  had  their 
title  held  good,  but  it  proved  that 
William  Penn  had  more  friends  at 
court,  and  being  favored  by  the  king, 
at  last  gained  full  control  and  the 
territory  has  remained  a  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Connecticut  settlers  here  were 
organized  into  a  town  called  West- 
moreland, and  fronr  1774  to  1781  it  was 
a  part  of  the  county  of  Litchfield,  Con- 
necticut, and  had  Connecticut  held  the 
territory  the  people  of  that  State 
might  now  be  enjoying  a  very  liberal 
income  from  royalties  of  50  cents  to  a 
dollar  a  ton   on  -  'Some     forty   million 
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tons  of  anthracite  coal  i>er  annum, 
which  would  be  an  inducement  to  re- 
main at  home.  But  the  citizene  of  that 
State  have  gone  to  all  the  Western 
States  to  exert  their  energies  to  de- 
velop them. 

■  m  * 

EARLY  COAL  DEEDS. 

[Daily  Record,  July  21.  190«.] 

The  recent  decisions  in  the  pillar 
robbing  at  both  Centralia,  in  Schuyl- 
kill County,  and  the  other  at  Duryea, 
in  this  county,  have  caused  consider- 
able of  a  flurry  among  property  own- 
ers in  this  section,  and  many  are  hunt- 
ing, up  their  old  deeds. 

We  fear  that  much  of  this  alarm  is 
unnecessary,  and  while  the  coal  com- 
panies may  own  the  Judges  as  well  as 
the  coal  lands,  ihey  cannot  go  ahead 
and  wilfully  destroy  your  property  if 
you  are  in  possession  of  an  old  deed, 
without   making   proper   restitution. 

We  have  before  us  a  deed  made  by 
the  Hazleton  Coal  Co.  for  lots  Nos.  1 
and  2  in  square  No.  20,  on  the  nine- 
teenth of  July,  1852.  At  that  time 
Hazleton  was  a  small  town,  the  lines 
only  extending  from  Vine  street  on  the 
west  to  Mill  street  on  the  east,  and 
from  Green  street  on  the  north  to 
Juniper  street  on  the  south. 

The  deed  is  an  important  one  and 
is  one  of  the  originals  issued  by  the 
Hazleton  Coal  Co.  It  contains  this 
clause: 

"And  it  is  hereby  expremly  covenant- 
ed and  agreed,  that  the  said  Hazleton 
Coal  Co.,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
shall  possess  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
mining  under  the  lot  of  land  herein 
conveyed,  for  coal  and  other  minerals, 
and  for  that  purpose  may  extend  such 
tunnels,  drifts  or  excavations,  under  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  shall  be 
necessary  or  convenient  for  the  mining 
and  removal  of  such  coal  or  other  min- 
erals, subject  to  the  condition  that  the 
earth  covering  such  coal  or  other  min- 
erals shall  not  be  In  any  manner  cut, 
broken  or  displaced  and  that  every 
damage  which  may  be  done  to  the  said 
lot  or  the  bulldingrs  erected  thereon,  by 
•  the  exercise  of  the  mining  privileges 
herein  reserved,  shall  be  made  good  by 
said   Hazleton  Coal  Co." 

All  deeds  Issued  at  that  time  were  of 
this  kind  and  wherever  a  property  own- 
er possesses  one  of  them  whether  It  be 
herr»,  at  Centralia,  or  Duryea,  they  are 
perfectly  safe.  In  later  years  the  com- 
panies, however,  had  many  of  these 
deeds  changed,  and  wherever  property 
owners  parted  with  them  they  made  a 
grievous  error. 
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DEATH  OF  8.  L.  BROWN. 

[Dally  Record.  Dec.  25.  1906.] 

The  news  of  the  midden  death  of  S. 
Li.  Brown,  one  of  Wilkes-Barre's  lead- 
ing and  most  influential  citizens  and 
business  men.  in  the  Hahnemann  Hos- 
pital in  Philadelphia  on  Sunday  mid- 
night, briefly  referred  to  in  Tuesday's 
Record,  was  a  severe  shock  to  his  hosts 
of  friends  in  this  valley.  He  had  not 
been  In  the  best  of  health  for  some 
time  but  no  serious  result  was  antic- 
ipated. He  had  been  given  a  leave  of 
absence  by  the  management  of  the 
Hazard  Manufacturing  Co.  and  there- 
fore took  a  trip  to  Jamaica  to  recuper- 
ate. The  trip  proved  highly  beneficial 
to  him  and  he  felt  in  the  best  of 
health  when  he  embarked  on  the 
steamer  at  Jamaica  on  Wednesday  on 
the  return  trip.  He  was  anxious  to 
get  back  to  Wilkes-Barre  to  spend 
Christmas  among  his  many  friends  or 
else  he  would  have  remained  in  Ja- 
maica for  several  more  weeks  On 
Thursday,  on  the  ocean  voyage,  he  con- 
tracted a  cold  which  rapidly  developed 
into  pneumonia  By  the  time  the  ves- 
sel reached  Philadelphia,  at  11  a.  m.  on 
Sunday,  his  condition  was  extremely 
critical  and  he  was  hurried  to  the 
Hahnemann  Hospital,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  sink  until  midnight,  when  he 
peacefully  passed  away  in  the  seventy- 
fifth  year  of  his  age.  surrounded  by 
his  three  sons.  Thomas  W.  Brown  of 
this  city,  Carlton  C.  Brown  of  Plain- 
field,  N.  J.,  and  Stanley  W.  Brown,  a 
student  of  Lehigh  University,  who  had 
accompanied  him  on  the  trip  to  Ja- 
maica. Mrs.  Carlton  C.  Brown  was 
also  present  when  the  final  summons 
came. 

Samuel  LeRoy  Brown  was  born  of 
good  old  New  England  stock  on  Feb. 
5.  1832,  at  Pleasant  Mount.  Wayne 
County.  Pa.,  where  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood days.  His  ancestors  were  of  Bng- 
lish  origin  and  his  paternal  grand- 
mother was  a  cousin  of  John  Hancock 
of  Massachusetts,  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
attended  the  publit:  schools  when  he 
was  between  the  ages  of  3  and  13  and 
then  secured  a  clerkship  in  a  gen- 
eral store  at  Pleasant  Mount,  where 
his  excellent  business  abilities  devel- 
oped at  even  that  early  age  and  at 
the  end  of  three  months  he  was  -Iven 
complete  charge  of  the  books  of  the 
extensive  concern.  At  the  end  of  four 
years  he  resigned  to  take  a  position 
as  clerk  in  the  largest  store  in  Hones- 
dale  and  in  a  few  years  he  accepted  a 
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similar  position  in  the  largest  general 
store  in  Susquehanna  County,  located 
at  Burroughs  Hollow,  and  conducted 
by  Judge  Burroughs. 

In  1853  he  and  his  brother,  H.  W. 
Brown,  embarked  in  the  general  mer- 
chandising business  at  Pleasant  Mount 
and  met  with  such  success  that  they 
opened  a  branch  store  at  Herrick  Cen- 
tre at  the  end  of  six  years,  the  firm 
being  S.  L.  Brown  &  Co.  In  1863  he 
went  into  the  tannery  business  at 
Pleasant  Mount  and  met  with  marvel- 
ous success  until  1866  or  1867,  when  his 
entire  fortune  and  business;  amounting 
to  160,000,  were  swept  away  by  a  de- 
cline in  business  in  general,  and  even 
his  household  goods  were  not  zAved 
from  the  wreck. 

Such  a  blow  would  naturally  mean  a 
wrecked  life  to  the  majority  of  men, 
but  Mr.  Brown's  indomitable  will  power 
and  business  energy  spurred  him  on  to 
try  again,  and  that  he  met  with  even 
greater  success  the  majority  of  the 
business  men  of  this  city  and  valley 
are  well  aware.  He  became  traveling 
salesman  for  the  wholesale  grocery 
firm  of  Weed,  Ayres  &  Co.  of  Bingham- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  and  continued  in  the  posi- 
tion for  six  months,  when  he  came  to 
Wilkes-Barre  as  general  manager  for 
the  wholesale  deiartment  of  the  firm 
of  Conyngham  &  Paine  and  remained 
with  the  firm  until  it  dissolved  in 
1879. 

He  had  by  this  time  throu^rh  careful 
management  amassed  a  snug  sum  of 
money  with  which  he  purchased  a  plot 
of  ground  on  East  Market  street  ad- 
joining the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
tracks  and  embarked  in  the  wholesale 
oil  business,  in  which  he  met  with  mar- 
velous success  from  the  start,  and  on 
the  site  later  erected  the  large  brick 
block  on  Market  street  that  bears  his 
name.  Prior  to  the  above  purchase  he 
had  in  1876  bought  the  property  on  the 
south  side  of  Public  Square,  adjoining 
the  First  National  Bank,  where  he  in 
later  years  established  his  book  store 
and  where  now  the  new  bi:llding  of 
the  above  bank  is  being  erected.  He 
also  embarked  in  the  book  and  sta- 
tionery business  early  in  the  eighties 
on  the  north  side  of  Public  Square, 
next  door  to  the  old  Rockafellow  bank, 
the  site  now  being  occupied  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  Jonas  Long's  Sons*  depart- 
ment store.  His  stationery  business 
was  removed  to  his  building  nex*^  to 
the  First  National  Bank  in  the  late 
eighties,  where  he  conducted  it  un- 
til he  sold  it  to  John  C.  Madden  sev- 
eral years  ago. 
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Mr.  Brown  became  interested  in  the 
coal  business  in  Plains  Township  with 
other  investors  and  they  organized  the 
Keystone  Coal  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  1300,000.  He  was  chosen  president. 
This  venture  proved  a  failure  and 
again  his  entire  fortune  was  swept 
away  while  at  the  same  time  his  oil 
business  was  also  encroached  upon  by 
the  Standard  OH  Co.  Mr.  Brown  was 
conscientious  and  honest  in  all  his  deal- 
ings throughout  his  entire  life  and 
when  he  lost  his  fortune  through  the 
coal  investment  he  even  sacriflced  his 
other  valuable  real  estate  holdings,  m- 
cluding  his  fine  residence  at  the  comer 
of  West  Northampton  and  South  River 
streets  in  order  to  protect  his  creditors 
and  to  endeavor  to  liquidate  all  his 
obligations,  even  though  it  would  take 
every  cent  he  had  in  the  world.  His 
losses  amounted  close  to  1250,000  and  he 
sacrificed  everything  excepting  a  por- 
tion of  the  extensive  East  Market 
street  block,  where  now  is  located  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Beef  Co.  In  order  to  save 
this  small  part  of  his  former  belong- 
ings he  was  compelled  to  heavily  mort- 
gage the  same. 

He  never  lost  courage,  or  energy,  or 
integrity  even  at  this  second  misfortune 
but  made  every  sacrifice  possible  and 
curtailed  his  expenses  in  every  way, 
removed  to  more  modest  quarters  on 
West  Northampton  street  and  again 
took  up  the  struggle  to  endeavor  to  pay 
every  cent  that  he  owed.  That  he  suc- 
ceeded in  accomplishing  this  object  was 
fully  manifested  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
when  he  gave  a  dinner  to  his  sons,  and 
during  the  occasion  he  made  the  an- 
nouncement that  he  had  succeeded,  af- 
ter a  most  strenuous  and  herculean 
struggle  of  eight  years,  in  paying  al- 
most every  cent  he  owed.  This  task  ac- 
complished satisfied  his  life's  desire  and 
at  the  dinner  he  was  more  than  elated 
over  the  result. 

Mr.  Brown  was  also  a  director  of  the 
Langcliffe  Coal  Co.  at  Avoca.  In  1886 
he  was  elected  as  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  a  position  he  retained 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
also  a  director  of  the  Hazard  Manufac- 
turing Co..  of  which  he  had  been  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  since  1899.  He  was 
a  director  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Electric 
Light  Co.  which  later  sold  out  to  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Gas  Co.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  held 
the  position  of  trustee  and  first  vice 
president.  He  was  a  life  member  of 
the  Wyoming  Historical  Society,  one 
of  the  Incorporated  trustees    of      the 
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Proteetant  Episcopal  diocese  of  Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania;  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  and  warden  for  up- 
wards of  twenty  years  of  St.  Steptien's 
Cliurch  and  superintendent  of  Calvary 
Episcopal  Sunday  school  for  twenty- 
live  years.  For  the  past  forty  years  he 
was  a  total  abstainer  from  liquors  and 
a  supporter  of  temperance  movements. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
having  Joined  Lodge  No.  218  in  Hones- 
dale  nfty  years  ago,  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  of  the  Westmoreland 
Club. 

The  deceased  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried and  both  wives  preceded  him  to 
the  grave.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Al- 
mira  Gritman,  daughter  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Gritman  of  Carbondale.  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  February, 
1855.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  but  of  this  number  only  two 
children  survive:  Thomas  W.  and 
Russell  S.,  both  of  this  city.  The  for- 
mer being  the  manager  of  the  oil  firm 
in  this  city  since  its  establishment. 
Mrs.  Brown  died  in  1871. 

His  second  wife  was  Miss  Ellen  May 
Woodward  Chapman,  daughter  of 
Judge  James  W.  Chapman  of  Montrose, 
Pa.,  whose  father  was  associate  Judge 
of  the  Thirty-fourth  Judicial  district 
for  many  yeara  This  marriage  occur- 
red in  1877  and  three  children  blessed 
this  union,  all  of  them  surviving,  Carl- 
ton C,  of  Plainfield,  Robert  C,  a  re- 
porter on  the  Wilkes-Barre  News  and 
Stanley  W..  of  this  city,  a  student  in 
Lehigh  University.  The  second  Mrs. 
Brown  died  on  May  3,  1905.  Both  of 
Mr.  Brown's  fathers-in-law  were  inter- 
ested in  the  newspaper  business  and 
published  newEq;)apers  for  many  years 
in  Carbondale  and  Montrose,  respec- 
tively. 

Mr.  Brown  was  ever  conscientious 
and  thoughtful,  honest  and  upright  in 
all  dealings  and  was  possessed  of  ex- 
tremely democratic  principles  that 
endeared  him  to  all  who  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  his  acquaintance  and  conse- 
quently he  had  the  esteem  and  respect 
of  the  entire  community.  In  church  cir- 
cles especially  he  was  among  the  lead- 
ers and  was  every  untiring  in  his  ef- 
forts for  the  betterment  of  all  concern- 
ed. He  never  complained  of  his  ill  luck 
but  always  lived  for  the  future  and 
hoped  for  sunshine  after  the  dark 
clouds  had  passed  by.  He  was  fond 
of  his  family  and  was  happiest  when  in 
his  own  home.  He  was  never  too  busy 
to  aid  friends  or  give  friendly  advice 
when   asked   for   the   same  and   if   his 
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plans  were  followed  out  much  pleasure 
and  good  would  result.  His  energy 
and  business  hustle  was  best  Illustrat- 
ed during  the  cyclone  of  August,  1890. 
when  the  greater  portion  of  his  valu- 
able E^ast  Market  street  block  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  storm.  He  never  stop- 
ped to  bewail  his  ill  luck  but  pluckily 
made  arrangements  to  rebuild  the  same 
which  was  accomplished  in  about  three 
months  at  a  cost  of  over  $20,000.  Had 
he  lived  a  few  years  longer  he  would 
have  been  able  to  enjoy  his  third  for- 
tune that  he  was  slowly  amassing  from 
local  investments  which  will  pay  divi- 
dends in  the  near  future.  Mr.  Brown 
was  active  his  entire  life  in  the  busi- 
ness world  and  he  virtually  died  In  the 
harness. 

Some  time  ago  he  smffered  a  slight 
stroke  of  paralysis  that  afPected  his 
right  hand  somewhat,  but  he  was 
rapidly  recovering  from  this  and  the 
end  was  entirely  unexpected. 

The  body  of  the  deceased  was 
brought  to  Wilkes-Barre  last  evening 
and  removed  to  his  home  at  72  West 
Northampton  street,  from  where  the 
funeral  will  take  place  on  Wednesday. 
Interment  will  be  made  in  Hollenback 
Cemetery. 


WILKESBARRE'S    FIRST   CON- 
STABLE. 

In  connection  with  the  centennial 
celebration,  it  might  be  interesting  to 
note  that  the  first  man  to  be  elected 
high  constable  of  the  borough  after  ltd 
incorporation,  moved  from  the  city  be- 
cause of  his  election  and  made  his 
home  in  New  York  City,  where  he  af- 
terward became  one  of  the  most  learn- 
ed members  of  the  New  York  City  Bar 
and   attained   a    high    position. 

This  was  George  Griffin,  who  gradu- 
ated from  Yale  in  1797,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1799  and  came  to  this 
city  in  1800.  Here  he  remained  until 
1806.  when  as  a  practical  Joke  he  was 
elected  high  constable  of  the  village 
and  left  in  indignation. 

He  was  in  full  practice  at  the  New 
York  City  Bar  for  fifty- two  years  and 
was  renowned  for  his  eloquence  and 
ability.  He  received  the  degree  of 
LI.  D.  from  Columbia  University  in 
1837.  He  died  in  1860  and  upon  his 
death  all  the  courts  of  New  York  City 
and  the  Supreme  Court  adjourned  out 
of  respect  to  his  memory  and  eulogies 
remarkable  for  their  sincerity  and 
beauty  were  uttered  concerning  him. 
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1806—1906. 

Chronological  History  of  WilkM-Barre. 

During  the  past  century  the  changes 
In  Wilkes-Barre  and  Lruseme  County 
have  been  Just  as  great  and  Just  as 
marvelous  as  has  been  the  develop- 
ment of  the  State  and  nation  as  a 
whole,  and  the  history  of  the  county 
and  city  during  the  period  from  1806 
to  1906  is  interesting  in  the  extreme. 

In  1806  the  city  of  Wilkes-Barre  and 
the  county  of  Luzerne  had  outgrown 
thefr  troubles  of  the  earlier  days,  when 
the  settlers  were  compelled  to  flght  for 
their  existence  and  even  with  one  an- 
other for  the  possession  of  the  land. 
Th  county  at  that  time  comprised  an 
immense  territory,  including  all  of  that 
portion  of  the  State  hitherto  known  as 
Westmoreland  and  was  but  sparsely 
settled,  the  population  in  1800  being 
12,889.  Wilkes-Barre  contained  the  only 
postofflce  in  the  county  and  there  was  a 
mail  route  from  it  to  Owego,  N.  Y. 
Before  this  time  the  first  forge  In  the 
valley  has  been  established  on  Nanti- 
coke  Creek,  the  first  Masonic  lodge  had 
been  organised,  a  regrular  court  was 
established  in  the  county,  the  valley 
had  experienced  three  great  floods,  in- 
cluding the  memorable  "pumpkin 
flood."  The  flrst  settlement  was  made 
at  "Deep  Hollow,"  afterwards  called 
"Slocum  Hollow,"  "Harrison,"  "Scran- 
tonia,"  and  lastly  Scranton;  the  flrst 
forge  was  established  in  the  Hollow  by 
the  Slocums.  and  they  also  established, 
the  first  grist  mill  in  what  is  now  Lack- . 
awanna  County;  the  court  house  and 
jail  had  been  erected  on  Public  Square, 
used  for  a  number  of  years  and  sub- 
stituted by  a  new  court  house  in  the 
form  of  a  cross;  the  contract  for  the 
church.  "Old  Ship  Zion,"  had  been  let, 
the  flrst  flnished  church  in  the  county 
had  been  erected  at  Forty  Fort,  which 
is  still  in  existence;  the  flrst  newspa- 
per of  the  county,  "The  Herald  of  the 
Times,"  had  been  established;  a  coal 
mining  company  had  been  organized, 
but  the  product  when  tried  at  Phila- 
delphia was  pronounced  useless;  the 
Wilkes-Barre  and  Easton  turnpike 
had  been  built;  the  flrst  animal  show 
had  made  its  appearance  in  Wilkes- 
Barre;  Carbondale  had  been  settled, 
and  the  0I4  original  "log"  court  house 
had  been  converted  into  a  school, 
which  afterwards  became  famous  as  an 
institution  of  learning. 

All  of  these  events  were  prior  to 
1806,    when    the    little    town,    with    its 
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population  of  about  500  souls,  was  In- 
corporated, with  Judge  Jesse  Fell  as  its 
burgess.  This  year,  also,  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  library  was  first  instituted,  but 
it  did  not  exist  long.  In  this  year,  also, 
a  two  horse  stage  commenced  running 
between  Wllkes-Barre  and  Saston, 
taking  a  day  and  a  half  for  the  trip. 

In  1807  the  Wllkes-Barre  Bridge  Co. 
was  organized,  but  the  bridge  was  not 
completed  until  eleven  years  later. 
About  this,  time,  also,  the  old  Jail  on 
Eiast  Market  street  was  completed  at  a 
cost  of  about  $6,000.  This  was  also  the 
home  of  the  sherift. 

In  1808  anthracite  coal  was  first 
burned  in  an  open  grate  at  the  tavern 
conducted  by  Judge  Jesse  Fell  on  whsCt 
was  then  the  £)aston  turnpike,  now 
Northampton  street.  This  old  fireplace 
and  grate  are  still  preserved  intact  in 
the  new  hotel  recently  erected  upon 
the  site  of  the  Old  Fell  House,  at  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Northampton 
streets.  In  this  year,  also,  a  portion  of 
Northumberland  County  was  added  to 
Luzerne  County  to  perfect  the  bound- 
ary lines. 

In  1809  the  first  Methodist  camp  meet- 
ing in  the  valley  was  held  by  the  Meth- 
odists at  a  point  near  what  was  then 
known  as  New  Troy,  now  Wyoming. 
The  old  campground  Is  still  in  exist- 
ence and  the  camp  meetings  are  still 
continued. 


In  1810  the  first  banking  house  In  the 
county,  a  branch  of  the  Philadelphia 
Bank,  was  opened  in  Wilkes-Barre;  the 
Luzerne  County  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion was  formed;  postoflfices  were  es- 
tablished at  Plymouth,  Kingston  .^and 
Pittston;  a  strip  was  taken  from**Lu- 
zerne  County  and  added  to  Bradford 
and  Susquehanna  Counties.  Population 
of  county.  18.109. 

In  1811  a  nail  factory  was  erected  In 
Wllkes-Barre. 

In  1812  "Old  Ship  Zlon,"  In  Public 
Square,  was  completed.  A  paper  mill 
was  erected  on  Toby's  Creek.  A  com- 
pany, known  as  the  "Wyoming  Ma- 
tross,"  Capt.  S.  Thomas,  the  first  mili- 
tary company  in  the  county,  tendered 
their  services  to  the  government  for  the 
war  which  had  been  declared  against 
England,  and  served  with  distinction. 

In  1813  two  large  wagon  loads  of  coal 
were  sent   to   Philadelphia. 

In  1817  a  company  was  organized  to 
make  the  Lackawanna  River  navigable. 
It  did  not  succeed. 
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In  1818  a  bridge  across  the  river  was 
completed  at  a  cost  of  $44,000. 

In  1820  the  population  of  the  county 
had  Increased  to  20.027.  This  year,  also. 
800  tons  of  coal  were  mined  in  the 
Wyoming  Valley. 

In  1822  St.  Stephen's  E5plscopal  Church 
was  completed. 

In  1823  the  first  organ  in  the  county 
was  installed  in  the  church.  The  first 
tune  played   was  "Yankee  Doodle." 

In  1824  a  terrific  hurricane  carried 
the  bridge  off  its  piers  and  a  consider- 
able distance  up  the  river.  This  year 
also,  the  first  river  boat  operated  by 
horse  power  came  up  the  river  from 
Nescopeck,  and  the  first  brewery  was 
erected  in  WIlkeo-Barre  by  a  Mr.  Ing- 
ham, for  brewing  ale. 


In  1826  the  first  steamboat  came  up 
the  river  from  York  Haven. 

In  1828  the  first  railway  In  the  county 
was  established  between  Carbondale 
and  Archbald,  connecting  the  mines  at 
those  places.  This  year,  also,  the  first 
railway  locomotive  ever  operated  in 
the  county,  erected  in  Bngland,  was  ex- 
perimented with  by  the  D.  &  H.  Qo, 

In  1829  the  Baltimore  Coal  Co.  was 
organized  and  the  first  county  bank, 
the  "Wyoming  Bank,"  commenced 
business. 

In  1830  the  population  of  the  county 
was  27,399.  This  year,  also,  the  first 
canal  boat,  named  the  "Wyoming,"  was 
launched   at  WUkes-Barre. 

In  1832  the  Wyoming  Republican,  the 
first  newspaper  in  Kingston,  was  pub- 
lished, and  the  Anti-Masonic  Advocate, 
the  parent  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Rec- 
ord, was  first  publi0hed. 


In  1833  the  bones  of  the  slain  at  the 
Wyoming  Massacre  were  collected  and 
interred  in  the  monument  grounds,  and 
the  cornerstone  of  the  Monument  was 
laid  with  impressive  ceremonies.  The 
first  steam  engine  ever  manufacturd 
in  the  county  was  made  by  Richard 
Jones  of  Wilkes-Barre.  It  was  In 
miniature,  but  propelled  a  paddle 
wheel  boat,  six  and  one-half  feet  long, 
on  the  canal  at  a  rapid  rate  of  speed. 

In  1834  the  North  Branch  Canal  was 
completed  to  the  Lackawanna  River  at 
an  enormous  expense. 

In  1835,  Frances  Slocum,  who  had 
been  carried  away  by  the  Indians  after 
the  Wyoming  Massacre,  was  found 
among  the  Miami  Indians  at  Logans- 
port,  Ind.    She  had  married  a  wealthy 
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chief,  had  two  daughters,  and  pre- 
ferred remaining  with  the  Indians  to 
returning  to  her  brothers  and  her  old 
home  in  Wilkee-Barre. 

In  1836  the  first  serviceable  engine, 
of  fifteen  horse  power,  was  manufac- 
tured in  Wilkes-Barre  for  a  grist  mill. 


In  1840  the  population  of  the  county 
was  44,006.  This  year  an  immense  roll- 
ing mill  and  nail  factory  were  erected 
in  South  Wilkes-Barre  at  a  cost  of 
1800,000.  It  remained  here  but  a  short 
time,  when  it  was  moved  to  Danville. 
During  the  brief  time  it  was  in  opera- 
tion here  the  city  increased  rapidly  in 
population. 

In  1842  another  strip  was  taken  from 
Ltuserne  County  to  form  Wyoming 
County.  An  anthracite  furnace,  oper- 
ated by  0team  power,  was  erected  in 
Wilkes-Barre  by  New  York  capitalists. 
White  Haven  Borough  was  incorporat- 
ed. ^ 

In  1843  a  terrible  disaster  occurred  in 
the  mines  at  Carbondale  by  a  cave; 
the  L*.  C.  &  N.  Co.  railroad  was  com- 
pleted by  way  of  Solomon's  Gap,  from 
White  Haven  to  Wilkes-Barre,  and  the 
first  train  of  cars  rolled  into  the  valley 
on  May  1. 
In  1844,  on  Sept.  24,  Wyoming  Semi- 
In  1846  a  big  fiood  occurred,  carry- 
ing away  many  river  bridges;  on  Dec. 
7  the  Wyoming  Artillerists,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  £.  Li.  Dana,  left  Wilkes- 
Barre  for  the  seat  of  war  in  Mexico; 
R.  Nelson,  A.  M.,  as  principal, 
nary  was  formally  opened,  with  Rev. 
the  Luzerne  Monumental  Association 
completed   the   Wyoming  Monument. 


In  1848  the  first  Jewish  Synagog  was 
erected  in  Wilkes-Barre. 

In  1850  the  population  of  the  county 
was  56,070;  a  heavy  fiood  caused  great 
loss  of  life  along  the  Wapwallopen  and 
Nescopeck  Creeks;  the  first  person  was 
executed  in  this  county  under  Penn- 
sylvania law. 

In  1851  the  first  shipment  of  coal  was 
made  by  the  D.,  L*.  &  W.  R.  R.  Co.,  ag- 
gregating 6,000  tons;  the  plank  road 
from  Wilkes-Barre  to  Plttston  was 
constructed  at  a  cost  of  146,000;  Car- 
bondale was  incorporated  as  a  city. 

In  1853  breaking  coal  by  machinery 
was  first  inaugurated  by  the  D.,  L*.  & 
W.  at  Scranton;  the  Wyoming  House 
was  built  at  Scranton. 
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In  1854  the  first  gas  works  In  the 
county  was  erected  in  WIlkes-Barre. 

In  1855  Hollenback  Cemetery  was  laid 
out. 


In  1856  Wllkes-Barre  was  first  lighted 
by  gas;  the  first  Roman  Catholic 
Church  was  erected  on  Canal  street; 
Scranton  was  incorporated;  the  corner- 
stone of  the  present  court  house  was 
laid  by  Lodge  No.  64.  A.  Y.  M. 

On  Feb.  11,  1858,  several  gentlemen 
met  in  the  Old  Fell  Tavern  to  celebrate 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  burning 
of  anthracite  coal  in  an  open  grate, 
and  it  was  determined  to  establish  an 
historical  society,  which  was  done  in 
the  following  May,  and  is  now  known 
as  the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geo- 
logical Society. 

In  1860  the  population  of  the  county 
was  90,244;  water  first  turned  on  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  by  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Water  Co. 

In  1861  the  first  military  company 
from  Wllkes-Barre  left  for  the  front 
in  what  was  to  develop  into  the  Civil 
War,  companies  soon  following  from 
other  towns  in  the  county;  a  great  ice 
flood  did  much  damage. 

In  March,  1864,  black  fever,  which  had 
broken  out  in  Carbondale  in  Janiiary, 
appeared  at  Kingston  Seminary.  Sev- 
eral students  died,  among  them  being 
the  son  of  Dr.  Nelson. 

In  1865  there  was  a  disastrous  flood  In 
the  Susquehanna;  Lehigh  &  Susque- 
hanna Railroad  extended  from  Wilkes- 
Barre  to  Nanticoke;  close  of  war  and 
return  of  soldiers  brought  great  joy  to 
inhabitants. 

In  1866  the  L.  &  S.  Railroad  was  open- 
ed from  Wilkes-Barre  to  Scranton,  and 
thence  to  Green  Ridge,  connecting 
with  D.  &  H.  Road  to  Carbondale;  city 
of  Scranton  and  Borough  of  Plymouth 
Incorporated. 

In  1867  big  Are  on  West  Market  street, 
nineteen  stores  and  three  dwellings 
burned;  daily  issue  of  the  Scranton 
Republican  started;  ^.  V.  R.  R.  opened 
to  Plttston  Junction,  there  connecting 
with  the  L.  &  B. 

In  1869  terrible  disaster  at  Avondale 
mine  at  Plymouth;  over  100  Hves  lost. 


In  1870  population  of  county  was  160.- 
915;  the  county  prison  completed  at  a 
cost  of  $300,000. 

In  1871  the  Music  Hall  Block  was 
completed  at  a  cost  of  $120,000.  Louise 
Kellogg   opened   it    with   a  concert  on 
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Feb.  2;  city  of  Wilkes-Barre  was  In- 
corporated on  May  4,  with  a  population 
of  about  16,000  and  an  area  of  about 
3.000  acres.  I.  M.  Kirkendall.  father  of 
present  mayor  and  still  living,  was 
elected  first  masror;  two  bad  mine  ac- 
cidents in  West  Plttston  colliery  and 
Eagle  colliery  at  Pittston. 

In  1873  the  first  issue  of  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Daily   Record  appeared. 

In  1874  the  steamboat  Hendrlck  B 
Wright  was  built  to  ply  between 
Wilkes-Barre  and  Najitlcoke. 


In  1875  big  ice  freshet  tore  away  three 
bridges  at  Pittston;  Music  Hall.  Pitts- 
ton,  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  about 
140.000;  depot  bridge  and  U  &  B. 
bridge  were  rebuilt;  estimated  produc- 
tion of  coal  in  the  county  about  12.000.- 
000  tons,  about  half  the  total  produc- 
tion; 30,000  men  and  boys  employed  in 
coal  mines  of  county. 

In  1876  the  Wilkes-Barre  City  Hos- 
pital was  built;  many  people  from  this 
county  visit  the  Centennial  Bxposition 
at  Philadelphia. 

In  1877  Gen.  Osborne  ordered  the 
Third  Division.  National  Guard,  under 
arms  because  of  a  great  railroad  strike; 
much  violence  throughout  the  county; 
a  general  strike  of  miners  from  August 
to  October;  United  States  troops  locat- 
ed at  Scranton  and  Wilkes-Barre;  vol- 
unteers and  regulars  left  for  their 
homes  In  October  and  November. 


In  1878.  on  Jan.  21,  general  cessation 
of  coal  mining  throughout  Wyoming 
region;  on  July  3,  centennial  celebration 
of  the  Wyoming  Massacre  held  at  Wyo- 
ming. President  Hayes.  Governor  Hart- 
ranft  and  other  notables  present;  on 
July  4.  celebration  continued  at  Wilkes- 
Barre.  with  a  monster  parade,  witness- 
ed by  the  President  and  governor,  and 
about  100,000  persons;  L«acka  wanna 
County  separated  from  Lruserne;  es- 
timated population  of  Luxerne.  220.000; 
Gen.  H.  M.  Hoyt  of  Wilkes-Barre  elect- 
ed governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  1879  the  electric  light  was  exhibited 
for  the  first  time  In  Wilkes-Barre. 

In  1880,  population  of  Luzerne  was 
133,066,  of  Liackawanna.  89,268.  a  total 
for  "old"  L#uzerne  of  222,334;  an  appro- 
priation of  $16,000  was  made  by  Con- 
gress to  make  the  Susquehanna  navig- 
able from  Wilkes-Barre  to  Pittston.  and 
later  two  other  appropriations  of  a  like 
amount  were  made;  electric  lights  were 
introduced  at  the  Dickson  Works,  and 
later  at  other  places  in  the  county. 
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In  May.  1882  the  cornerstone  of  the 
new  court  house  at  Scranton  was  lald» 
and  in  August  the  present  Liehigh  Val- 
ley depot  in  this  city  was  erected; 
ground  was  also  selected  for  the  site 
of  the  Olen  Summit  Hotel. 

In  1884  an  earthquake  shock  was  felt; 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  commenced 
running  trains  to  Wilkes-Barre  hy 
way  of  North  and  West  branch. 

In  1885  the  old  riber  bridge  toll  house 
was  demolished.  First  M.  E.  Church 
was  dedicated;  the  Wilkes-Barre  Lao? 
Manufacturing  Co.  was  organised;  the 
Mallinckrodt  convent  dedicated  by 
Bishop  O'Hara;  the  9th  Regt.  partici- 
pated in  the  Cleveland  inaugural  cere- 
monies at  Washington;  typhoid  fever 
epidemic  at  Plymouth;  steamer  Wilkes- 
Barre  was  launched;  Sheldon  Axle  Co. 
organised;  President  Cleveland  made  a 
short  stop  at  Wilkes-Barre;  twenty-six 
miners  entombed  in  No.  1  slope  of 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  at  Nanticoke; 
opinion  was  submitted  to  city  attorney 
McLean  that  city  could  not  dispose  of 
river  common  and  that  right  of  eminent 
domain  prevented  P.  &  N.  Y.  C.  &  R,  R. 
from  taking  the  conunon  for  railway 
purposes. 

In  1886,  two  steamboats,  the  Plym- 
outh and  the  Magnolia,  were  launched 
and  plied  between  Wilkes-Barre,  Nan- 
ticoke and  Plymouth;  9th  Regt.,  In- 
fantry, held  a  fair  in  Metropolitan  Rink 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  build 
an  armory;  closed  with  profits  of  $30,- 
513. 

In  January,  1887.  a  proposition  to 
annex  Wilkes-Barre  Township  to  the 
city  failed;  communication  between 
Wilkes-Barre  and  Kingston  cut  off  for 
eight  days  by  high  water;  ];>opulation 
of  Wilkes-Barre  estimated  at  35,060; 
new  armory  opened  on  Oct.  26,  with 
the  governor  and  two  ex-governors 
present. 

In     September,     1888,     North     street 

,  bridge  was  opened;   Mud  Run  disaster 

occurred     on  Oct.     10,  flfty-flve     killed 

outright,   deaths   afterward    increasing 

number  to  sixty-three. 

In  1889.  the  Osterhout  Free  Library 
was  opened;  new  steamer  Mayflower  on 
river;  steamer  Glen  Mary  arrived  from 
Owego;  contract  awarded  for  new  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  Building. 


In     1890   a     terrible   cyclone     visited 
Wilkes-Barre,    killing    twenty    persona 
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and  destroying  property  valued  at  a 
half  million  dollars;  Record  moved  Into 
Its  present  home  on  North  Main  street; 
population  of  county  201,120;  of  city, 
27,718. 

In  1892  .  the  valuation  of  Wilkes- 
Barre's  taxable  property,  one-fourth 
full  valuation,  was  $5,490,944,  and  reg- 
istered voters.  8,169;  big  Columbus  Day 
celebration  held. 

In  1893  Rockafellow  Bank  failure  oc- 
curred, causing  heavy  losses;  effort  to 
form  new  county  opposed  by  Board  of 
Trade;  greatest  freshet  since  1865  oc- 
curred on  March  10;  State  convention 
of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  held  here;  big  strike  on 
Liehigh  Valley  Rallroed^  taxable  valu- 
ation of  city  property,  $5,666,058. 

In  1904  Eddie  Brotherton  of  Ashley 
disappeared  and  no  trace  of  him  has 
ever  been  found;  Qaylord  mine  disaster 
occurred;  State  Library  Association 
met  in  Wilkes-Barre;  Calvary  Church 
consecrated:  valuation  of  taxable 
property,  $5,749,591;  two  grand  Juries 
recommend  that  a  new  court  house  be 
erected. 

In  1893  WIlkes-Barre's  taxable  valu- 
ation was  $6,759,886;  another  protest 
made  by  Board  of  Trade  against  new 
county;  Quay  County  bill  is  passed, 
but  afterwards  vetoed;  water  famine 
causes  distress,  especially  on  the 
heights. 


In  1896  the  valuation  of  Wilkes- 
Barre's  taxable  property  was  $6,877.- 
869;  the  great  Twin  shaft  disaster  oc- 
curred at  Plttston,  In  which  flfty-elght 
men  were  entombed;  failure  of  O.  B. 
MacKnight  at  Plains;  decision  was 
made  that  court  house  might  be  erect- 
ed on  Public  Square;  St.  Stephen's 
Church  burned. 

In  1897  a  loan  of  $100,000  was  author- 
ized for  general  improvements;  St. 
Stephen's  Church  rebuilt;  West  Emd 
Wheelmen  and  Westmoreland  Clubs 
built  new  club  houses;  Sterling  Hotel 
erected;  agitation  for  third  class  city 
charter  started;  strike  in  Hazleton  re- 
gion resulted  in  Lattimer  shooting; 
architect  Myers's  suit  for  $10,000  for 
plans  for  court  house  pending;  valua- 
tion of  taxable   property,   $6,985,758. 

In  1898  Wilkes-Barre  became  a  thinl 
city  voted  favorably  upon  another  $100,- 
000  loan  ordinance;  Osterhout  Building, 
corner  East  Market  street  and  Public 
Square,  destroyed  by  Are;  large  indus- 
trial advances;  bill  appropriating  $125,- 
000  for  public  building  In  Wilkes-Barre 
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passed  by  Congress;  erection  of  new 
Central  M.  E.  Church  begun;  corner- 
stone of  B.  I.  A.  Building  laid. 


In  1900,  population  of  county,  257,121; 
population  of  city.  51,721;  valuation  of 
city  property  for  taxable  purposes,  $17,- 
897,897,  being  half  of  real  value;  several 
minor  strikes  at  mines  in  early  part  of 
year  and  concerted  strike  of  six  weeks* 
duration  in  September  and  October; 
many  municipal  Improvements  and  en- 
largements of  Industrial  plants;  sev- 
eral large  flres,  including  destruction 
of  Morgan  &  Menzies'  hosiery  mill  in 
Newtown;  $200,000  raised  for  cotton 
mill,  but  project  was  postponed  and 
has  never  been  carried  out;  Central 
Church  completed.  First. Baptist  Church 
started;  new  addition  to  City  Hospital 
opened;  Concordia  chorus.  Dr.  Mason 
Glee  Club  and  Wilkes-Barre  Choral 
Union  captured  big  musical  prizes. 


1901.  strikes  among  various  industries, 
uneasiness  among  the  miners;  Presi- 
dent Judge  Stanley  Woodward  retired; 
siege  of  smallpox  on  West  Side  and  in 
Wilkes-Barre;  Free  Bridge  Association 
active,  but  without  material  result; 
pond  hole  bridges  erected  at  instigation 
of  Board  of  Trade;  opinion  rendered 
permitting  county  commissioners  to 
build  court  house  on  river  common  site; 
proposition  to  establlsph  municipal  light 
plant  voted  down;  site  purchased  for 
government  building  at  comer  of. 
South  Main  and  South  streets;  Olobe 
dry  goods  store,  South  Main  street, 
burned,  damaging  Weitzenkorns'  and 
Simon  Long's  Sons'  stocks;  manual 
training  introduced  In  public  schools; 
bids  for  sale  of  river  common  coal  ad- 
vertised for;  valuation  of  taxable  prop- 
erty, $18,173,152. 

1902,  most  destructive  flood  in  history 
of  valley  occurred  in  March,  and  great 
coal  miners'  strike  started  on  May  12, 
and  continued  until  Oct.  23;  free 
bridge  act  declared  unconstitutional  by 
Judge  Wheaton  and  afllrmed  by  Su- 
preme Court;  bids  twice  received  for 
river  common  coal  were  rejected;  Rev. 
F.  B.  Hodge,  D.  D.,  resigned  pastorate 
of  First  Presbyterian  Church;  work  on 
government  building  begun;  work  on 
Laurel  Line  and  Wilkes-Barre  &  Haz- 
leton  railways  carried  on;  on  May  10, 
first  shovelful  of  earth  was  removed 
from  court  house  site  on  river  com- 
mon; on  July  24  contract  was  awarded 
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to  Joseph  Hendler  Construction  Co., 
who  afterwards  refused  to  sign  it,  and 
It  was  then  let  to  Wilson  J.  Smith, 
the  next  lowest  bidder;  preliminary 
injunction  asked  to  restrain  commis- 
sioners from  going  on  with  construction 
of  court  house. 

1903,  pure  food  prosecutions  caused 
commotion;  Laurel  L4ne  and  Wilkes- 
Barre  and  Hazleton  third  rail  systems 
opened;  minor  strikes  in  building 
trades  and  mines;  architect  Myers  in- 
stituted suit  for  125,000  on  his  court 
house  plans  and  was  paid  $14,750;  ex- 
cavations were  begun  by  contractor 
Smith  for  court  house  foundations, 
which  were  completed  in  December, 
after  contractor  had  gone  to  a  depth 
of  fifty-one  feet  in  some  places;  great 
demand  for  coal  and  advance  in  price; 
other  bids  received  for  river  common 
coel,  but  not  accepted;  curfew  or- 
dinance passed;  Concordia  Society  won 
first  honors  at  Baltimore;  Ross  and 
Hazle  street  sewer  completed  at  a  cost 
of  160,000;  government  building  com- 
pleted. 

1904,  most  damaging  flood  ever  yet 
experienced  occurred  in  March,  de- 
positing ice,  in  some  places  remaining 
until  July;  pure  food  crusade  con- 
tinued; few  disturbances  at  mines  ow- 
ing to  operation  of  Board  of  Concilia- 
tion; free  delivery  first  established  on 
West  Side;  Miner- Hillard  mill  de- 
stroyed; master  builders  declared  for 
"open  shop;"  twenty-seven  drownings 
in  Susquehanna,  from  Bloomsburg, 
north;  contract  with  Wilson  J.  Smith 
declared  legal;  architect  Osterling  cut 
down  bill  of  contractor;  contractor  and 
county  commissioners  started  an  ac- 
tion against  controller;  breach  between 
contractor  and  county  commissioners; 
meeting  of  citizens  denounced  delays; 
commissioners  decided  not  to  take  con- 
tract from  Mr.  Smith;  action  brought 
by  Mr.  Smith  to  compel  controller  to 
sign  orders  for  extra  work;  no  work 
done  on  building  during  year;  city  or- 
dinance authorizing  a  bond  issue  of 
$408,000  for  municipal  Improvements 
carried  at  city  election;  Doran  Lace 
Manufacturing  Co.  organized;  Board  of 
Trade  reorganized;  Father  Murgas's 
wireless  telegraphy  scheme  taken  up  by 
capitalists;  valuation  of  city  property 
for  purposes  of  taxation.  $18,466,361. 

-4- 

1905,  violent  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fever  at  Nantlcoke;   Taxpayers'  Aaso- 
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elation  caused  the  arrest  of  several 
township  officials ;  ten  men  killed  at 
Consmgham  and  seven  at  Clear  Spring 
shafts  by  breaking  of  rope;  commis- 
sioners passed  resolutions  taking  con- 
tract away  from  Wilson  J.  Smith, 
afterward  rescinding  their  action;  stone 
cutters  at  court  house  went  on  strike; 
trouble  with  flreprooflng  company 
caused  further  delay,  defective  iron  be- 
ing alleged:  grand  Jury  and  mass  meet- 
ing of  citizens  ask  for  Osterling's  dis- 
charge; new  commissioners  elected 
Upon  platform  promising  reforms; 
Market  street  flats  i>aved;  uneasiness 
over  probability  of  mine  strike  in  1906; 
W.  A.;  work  on  city  improvements  be- 
gun; Simon  Longs'  Sons'  store.  South 
Main  street,  and  Isaac  Long  store, 
Public  Square,  gutted  by  separate  fires; 
Adder  Machine  Co.  factory  and  Mathe- 
son  ,  Motor  Car  Co.  factory  secured 
through  efforts  of  Board  of  Trade;  not- 
able array  of  visitors  to  city  on  Aug. 
10,  including  President  Roosevelt,  Car- 
dinal Gibbons,  Mayor  Weaver  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  many  others,  the  occa- 
sion being  the  C.  T.  A.  U.  convention. 

1906,  city  councils  and  Board  of  Trade 
Join  in  movement  to  celebrate  centen- 
nial of  city;  new  county  commissioners 
discharge  architect  Osterling,  work  on 
new  court  house  now  being  carried  on 
with  large  force;  Matheson  Motor  Car 
Co.  and  Adder  Machine  Co.,  together 
with  several  smaller  plants,  commence 
operations;  progress  of  negotiations 
between  operators  and  miners  watched 
with  Intense  Interest;  suspension  of 
work  In  anthracite  collieries  ordered  on 
April  1  at  expiration  of  three  year 
agreement;  big  additions  being  made 
to  Wyoming  Valley  Lace  Mills,  Vulcan 
Works,  Hazard  Manufacturing  Co. 
plant  and  other  Industrial  concerns; 
contracts  for  two  new  bank  buildings 
have  been  let.  one  an  eleven  story 
building;  building  permits  for  April 
largest  in  history  of  city  for  any  one 
month;  miners  vote  to  continue  aw^rd 
of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Strike  Commis- 
sion. 

■  m  * 

LETTER   ACKNOWLEDGED    AFTER 
TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS. 

[Daily  Record,  Miay  S.] 

The  following  interesting  letter  re- 
cently appeared  in  the  New  York  Times 
from  a  Scranton  correspondent,  whose 
initials  are  C.  E.  S..; 

It  Is  well  known  that  by  what  may 
be  termed  the  etiquette  of  Judicial  de- 
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cislons  the  Judges  of  all  our  courts  may 
permit  themaelvee  exceeding  delibera- 
tion In  rendering  decrees  In  cases  sub- 
mitted to  them,  a  dilatoriness  extending 
often  over  a  weary  term  of  years.  But 
that  once  a  Chef  Justice — "the  great 
Chief  Justice"— of  the  United  States  so 
construed  the  etiquette  of  polite  cor- 
respondence that  he  permitted  himself 
a  lapse  of  twenty -rtve  years  in 
making  reply  to  the  friendly  letter  of  a 
really  valued  correspondent  on  a  sub- 
ject of  real  interest  to  himself,  and  then 
acknowledged  its  receipt  with  an  ab- 
sence of  excuse  for  delay  that  he  would 
have  accorded  a  missive  received  by 
that  morning's  mail,  is  an  occurrence  of 
sufficient  interest  to  put  on  record.  It 
is  recalled  in  connection  with  a  centen- 
nial celebration  now  afoot  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.  The  name  of  Wllkes-Barre, 
it  may  be  said,  is  a  combination  of  the 
nam^B  of  John  Wilkes  and  Col.  Isaac 
Barre,  defenders  of  colonial  rights  -  in 
the  British  Parliament.  The  town  was 
founded  in  1772  and  incorporated  as  a 
borough  in  1806 — hence  the  centenary. 

It  was  also  Just  100  years  ago — in 
April  of  that  same  year — that  the  Hon. 
Charles  Miner,  a  resident  of  Wllkes- 
Barre,  and  afterward  the  author  of  the 
"History  of  Wyoming,"  (1845,)  wrote  a 
letter  to  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall, 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  which  he  re- 
ceived no  Intimation  had  ever  reached 
its  destination  until  the  quarter  of  a 
century  later.    The  way  of  it  was  this: 

Charles  Miner  came  to  Pennsylvania 
in  1799,  a  setller  under  the  Connecticut 
claim.  The  grounds  of  that  claim,  con- 
nected, as  they  were,  with  his  eany 
hopes,  were  then  examined  with  care. 
He  was  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  at 
Wilkes-Barre  for  thirteen  years,  includ- 
ing the  period  of  the  sharp  conflicts 
under  the  intrusion  law.  The  claim  of 
Connecticut  was  discussed,  the  services 
and  sufferings  of  the  early  settlers  were 
inquired  into,  until  the  whole  subject 
became  one  of  absorbing  concern  to  the 
future  historian.  Accordingly,  when 
Judge  Marshall  published  his  flrst  edi- 
tion of  the  "Life  of  Washington,"  in 
1806,  Mr.  Miner  felt  impelled  to  wrtte  to 
him  stating  that  the  account  of  the 
Wyoming  Massacre  was  exceedingly 
erroneous,  and  giving  him  a  version  of 
the  affair  derived  from  the  best 
sources.  Then  followed  the  long  si- 
lence, broken  at  last  by  the  following 
letter  from  the  Chief  Justice,  com- 
mented upon  at  the  time  by  its 
astounded  recipient  in  a  letter  to  his 
son.  William  Penn  Miner,  Ehiq.,  in  these 
words: 
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The  letter  of  Jud^e  MarsHall,  dated 
Feb.  15,  1831.  is  curious  in  this  respect.  It 
acknowledges  In  simple  style  the  receipt 
of  a  letter  written  twenty-flve  years  be- 
fore as  if  it  had  been  a  thingr  of  day  be- 
fore yesterday.  It  may  well  be  doubted 
whether  the  records  of  correspondence 
from  remotest  time  exhibit  a  similar  in- 
stance. 

This  is  Judgre  Marshairs  letter: 

Washincrton,  Feb.  IS,  18SL 

Sir:  I  am  much  indebted  to  you  for^a 
letter  received  in  April,  1808,  correcting 
some  errors  into  which  our  history  has 
fallen  in  its  relation  to  the  destruction  of 
the  Wyomingr  Settlement  during:  the  war 
of  our  Revolution,  'nie  readiness  irou  ex- 
press in  that  letter  to  give  a  true  state- 
ment of  that  memorable  tragedy  encour- 
ages me  to  make  some  further  inquiries 
on  the  subject. 

Your  account  of  the  battle  is  full,  and  I 
unden^tand  it  perfectly;  but  of  subsequent 
events  I  am  not  sure  whether  you  contra- 
dict or  agree  with  Gordon  and  Ramsay 
reBpecting  those  events.  They  say  that 
after  the  defeat  the  women  and  children 
were  collected  in  the  two  principal  forts, 
Kingston  and  Wilkes-Barre,  and  after 
their  surrender  were  consumed  by  Are  In 
their  houses.  Is  this  representation  cor- 
rect:   •   •   • 

May  I  tax  your  goodness  so  far  as  to 
nsk  a  statement  of  the  occurrences  which 
followed  the  battle,  unless  that  made  by 
Gordon  and  Ramsav  may  be  considered 
as  perfectly  correct? 

I  shall  remain  at  this  place  until  the 
middle  of  March,  when  I  purpose  to  re- 
turn to  Richmond.  With  great  respect,  1 
am.  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  Marshall. 


WORN  BY  FRANCES  SLOCUM. 

Chief  Gabriel  Godfrey,  the  last  of  the 
Miami  Indians,  has  Just  become  a 
member  of  the  Horse  Thief  Detective 
Association.  He  Is  74  years  old. 
While  in  Kokomo,  Ind.,  recently,  he 
undertook  to  locate  the  grave  of  the 
Miami  chief  Kokomo  in  order  that  the 
residents  of  the  city  might  erect  a 
monument  in  memory  of  the  noted 
chief  for  whom  the  town  was  named. 
Godfrey  had  a  number  of  relics.  Includ- 
ing a  dress  125  years  old,  that  was 
worn  by  Frances  Slocum,  who  was 
stolen  when  a  child  from  Wyoming, 
Pa.,  and  was  known  as  "The  White 
Kcse  of  the  Miamii."^N«w  iTork 
Tribune. 
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HISTORICAL    ADDRESS 


Delivered  by  Dr.  Albert  Bushnell  Hart, 

at    Wyoming     Commemorative 

Exercisee,  July  3,  1906. 


The  address  of  the  day  was  by  Dr. 
Albert  Bushnell  Hart,  professor  of  his- 
tory In  Harvard  University.  His  sub- 
ject was  "Benjamin  Franklin  as  a 
founder  of  the  republic,"  a  subject 
that  was  particularly  appropriate  dur- 
ing: this  year  when  the  coUntry  honors 
the  200th  anniversary  of  Franklin's 
birthday.  Dr.  Hart  was  a  Harvard 
graduate  of  1880,  the  clasfi  which  fur- 
nished Theodore  Roosevelt.  Col.  W.  C 
Price  of  Wllkes-Barre  was  in  the  same 
class.  Dr.  Hart  Is  also  a  Pennsyl- 
vanlan  by  birth,  his  native  county  be- 
ing Mercer.  The  attendance  Included 
several  old  settlers,  who  had  some  In- 
teresting reminiscence  or  other  to  re- 
late to  those  about  them.  The  speaker 
possesses  a  good  voice  and  his  address 
was  not  the  routine  recounting  of  his- 
torical facts,  but  It  told  much  about 
the  great  Pennsylvanian  In  a  manner 
that  furnished  frequent  opportunities 
for  smiles  and  applause.  One  could  not 
but  be  stimulated  in  patriotic  senti- 
ment by  the  picture  of  Franklin's  ro- 
bust Americanism.  The  theme  was 
handled  under  the  following  heads  and 
the  address  occupied  an  hour: 

1st.    FYanklln  and  Boston. 

2nd.    As  a  Pennsylvanian. 

3rd.    As  an  American. 

4th.    As  an  Englishman. 

5th.    Franklin  and  the  Confederation, 

6th.    Franklin  as  a  diplomat. 

7th.  Franklin  and  the  Federal  Con- 
federation. 

8th.    His  character  summarized. 

Liack  of  space  prevents  the  Record 
giving  more  than  three  of  these  sub- 
divisions, Franklin  as  an  American. 
Franklin  as  a  Pennsylvanian.  and  the 
lecturer's  summary  of  the  great  man's 
character,  as  follows: 

AS  A  PENNSYLVANIAN. 
"When  Franklin  ran  away  from  his 
Boston  home  In  1723  at  17  years  old,  he 
was  already  a  well  educated  youth.  Be- 
sides his  persistent  reading  he  had  hud 
that  experience  as  a  typesetter  on  a 
newspaper  which  has  proved  so  useful 
to  many  Journalists,  and  he  had  had  the 
satisfaction  of  setting  up  some  of  his 
own  awkward  verse  and  uncertain 
prose.  It  was  this  sort  of  youth  that 
^merson  had   in  mind  when  he  said: 
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"A  sturdy  lady  from  New  Hampshire 
or  Vermont,  who  in  turn  tries  all  the 
professions,  who  teams  it,  farms  it» 
peddles,  keeps  a  school,  preaches,  edits 
a  ni?wspaper,  goes  to  Congress,  buys  a 
township,  and  so  forth,  in  successive 
years,  and  always,  like  a  cat,  falls  on 
his  feet,  is  worth  a  hundred  of  these 
city  dolls.  He  walks  abreast  with  his 
days,  and  feels  no  shame  in  not  'study- 
ing a  profession,*  for  he  does  not  posr- 
pone  his  life,  but  lives  already/*  Cer- 
tainly from  his  arrival  In  Philadelphia 
in  October,  1723,  Franklin  began  to 
make  himself  one  of  the  motor  forces 
of  that  community. 

As  Pennamite  by  birth,  I  have  sonr.e 
inborn  objections  to  Boston  reformers 
who  come  down  to  show  the  people  of 
that  State  how  to  manage  their  own 
politics.  I  am  willing  to  own,  however, 
that  Franklin  was  by  nature  rather  a 
Phiiadelphian  than  a  Bostonian;  a 
certain  love  of  comfort,  of  good  din- 
ners, of  pleasant  associates,  a  contact 
with  a  variety  of  people,  an  acquiescence 
in  the  social  forces  were  from  the 
first  agreeable  to  a  man  not  too  well 
disposed  to  self  denial.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  sooner  was  Franklin  settled 
down  in  the  city  which  became  his 
home  than  he  showed  a  Yankee  spirit 
of  unrest  by  beginning  that  habit  of 
founding  things  which  never  left  him 
till  he  had  helped  to  found  a  State,  a 
national  government,  and  that  combi- 
nation of  States  and  nation  which  we 
call  the  federal  republic.  First  of  aP.. 
he  showed  the  unusual  enterprise  of 
going  abroad,  a  practice  then  com- 
monly reserved  for  wealthy  young  men, 
after  an  education,  and  Colonials  who 
had  made  money  and  wished  to  spend 
it  like  gentlemen.  In  many  ways,  his 
London  experience  was  a  graceless  es- 
capade, but  he  learned  how  large  the 
world  was  and  also  how  much  better 
off  he  could  be  In  a  growing  part  of 
the  world  like  Pennsylvania.  In  1727 
then  he  started  a  junto  or  intellectual 
club  in  Philadelphia,  which  was  a  large 
part  of  his  intellectual  training,  and 
among  other  questions  discussed  by 
this  gathering  of  eager  young  men  were 
questions  of  government. 

In  1729,  then  only  23  years  old,  he 
started  a  newspaper  for  himself.  It 
was  before  the  days  of  editorials,  but 
this  printer-publisher  soon  discovered 
that  the  public  liked  squibs  and  satires 
on  political  subjects,  and  thus  as  a 
member  of  the  third  estate,  Franklin 
entered  public  life,  for  he  was  speedHy 
chosen    to    be    printer    to    the    Colonial 
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Legislature,  and  thereafter  for  fifty- 
nine  years  was  never  out  of  public 
employment  except  for  a  brief  Interval 
of  a  few  months. 

FRANKLIN  AS  A  PUBLISHER. 

By  this  time  the  young  printer  had 
become  a  political  force.  He  printed  a 
pamphlet  on  the  "Nature  and  Necessity 
of  Paper  Currency."  Alert  and  vigor- 
ous as  Franklin  was,  still  he  was  not 
always  right,  but  his  arguments  on 
this  question  were  so  plausibly  long 
headed  that  It  resulted  in  the  passing 
of  a  paper  money  act  which  had  very 
ill  effects  for  the  colonies.  As  time 
went  on  the  publisher  extended  his 
ventures  more  and  more  widely.  He 
even  started  a  "General  Magazine*'  in 
1741  and  was  one  of  the  first  persons 
to  discover  how  much  money  you  can 
sink  In  a  literary  periodical.  He  was 
more  fortunate  In  planting  printing  of- 
fices In  other  colonies  carried  on  by 
representatives  who  remitted  a  part  o£ 
the  profits.  In  1732  began  the  most 
educative  of  all  Franklin's  publica- 
tions, the  "Poor  Richard's  Almanac,"  a 
publication  which  sold  the  Incredible 
number  of  10,000  a  year,  and  which 
combined  the  sagacity  and  humor  of 
Franklin  into  a  form  which  Impressed 
the  minds  of  thousands  of  people.  His 
newspaper  had  a  very  limited  circula- 
tion and  no  Influence  outside  of  Penn- 
sylvania. His  almanac  set  before  the 
people  a  standard  of  morals  utilitarian 
In  spirit,  yet  good  for  a  crude  and  in- 
telligent people.  With  the  exception  of 
a  few  theological  publications,  such  as 
WIggleworth's  "Day  of  Doom"  and  our 
good  old  friend,  the  "New  England 
Primer,"  "Poor  Richard"  is  the  only 
national  literature  of  the  half  century 
Just  preceding  the  Revolution. 

HIS  PUBLIC  SERVICES. 

It  was  In  his  public  services  at  this 
time  that  Franklin  did  most  to  raise  the 
standard  of  government  and  help  to 
found  a  new  commonwealth.  In  1736 
he  obtained  the  ofilce  of  clerk  to  the 
General  Assembly,  In  which  he  con- 
tinued many  years.  This  brought  him 
directly  into  contact  with  the  legis- 
lators and  parties  of  the  time.  The 
next  year  he  was  made  the  postmaster 
of  Philadelphia,  an  ofllce  in  which  he 
surprised  his  principal,  Alexander 
Spotswood,  then  Postmaster  General 
for  the  colonies,  by  his  prompt  and  ac- 
curate accounts.  From  colonial  af- 
fairs, or  rather  alongside  colonial  af- 
fairs,   he    organized    himself    Into    the 
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first  good  government  club  on  record 
by  stirring  up  tne  siuggisb  and  unpro- 
gressive  city  government  oi  I'huadel- 
pnia.  Just  why  the  councils  of  jfnilU' 
aeiphia  have  been  so  many  times 
waiwea  oui  ol  their  slumbers  in  the  lasi 
two  centuries  is  noi  tne  purpose  ui 
tnis  paper  tu  inquire,  but  ic  is  wortn 
wnjife  Lo  nonce  mat  lienjamln  i^YanK- 
hn,  DacKea  Dy  at  least  nair  tne  press 
ot  the  city;  mere  being  only  two  news- 
papers ana  one  ot  tnem  his  own;  and 
uiianimuusiy  supported  by  the  clerk  of 
the  General  iissembiy  and  the  post- 
master,  demanded  a  regeneration  of 
me  police  lorce  and  eventually  secured 
such  a  force,  not  made  up  of  old  con- 
stables in  rotation,  but  paid  for  tAeir 
special  service,  and  he  also  organized  a 
nre  company,  which  not  oniy  had  a 
hand  engine  to  put  out  the  tlames,  but 
also  materials  for  covering  and  saving 
goods.  !:•  rom  that  day  to  tnis  the  police 
and  fire  departments  of  l:*hiladelphia 
have  been  an  active  part  of  the  city 
government.  A  little  later  Franklin  was 
for  a  time  himself  a  member  of  the 
common  council  and  then  an  alderman, 
and  also  a  justice  of  the  peace,  within 
the  city. 

Nevertheless,  Franklin  was  never 
specially  interested  In  Philadelphia 
politics,  but  he  became  distinctly  a 
leader  in  his  colonial  aftairs  when  war 
broke  out  with  France  and  Spain  in 
1744.  The  Quakers  were  then  the  great 
problem  in  the  Pennsylvania  govern- 
ment, since  their  principles  forbade 
them  to  fight;  or  even  to  vote  money 
for  military  purposes.  So  far  did  this 
go  that  in  this  crisis  the  Assembly  ab- 
solutely refused  to  vote  money  for  or- 
ganizing forces.  i'Yanklin,  therefore, 
wrote  a  pamphlet,  "Plain  Truth,"  and 
thus  began  an  agitation  which  resulted 
in  10,000  people  signing  an  agreement 
to  subscribe  money  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  men,  and  Franklin  relates  that 
by  a  judicious  application  of  Madeira 
wine  to  the  gullet  of  Governor  Clinton 
of  New  York,  he  borrowed  eighteen  ex- 
cellent cannon  for  the  defense  of  Phil- 
adelphia. He  did  more.  He  appeared 
so  to  have  aroused  the  Quakers  that 
when  importuned  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  powder  for  the  army  they  re- 
fused to  grant  it,  "because  that  was  an 
Ingredient  of  war,"  but  they  voted  an 
aid  to  New  England  of  £3,000,  to  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  governor,  and 
appropriated  it  for  the  purchase  of 
bread,  flour,  wheat,  or  other  grain.  The 
governor  replied:  "I  shall  take  the 
money,  for  I  understand  very  well  their 
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meaning;  other  grain  is  gunpowder.** 
Franklin  himself  suggested  that  the 
Quakers  be  importuned  to  permit  the 
purchase  of  a  fire  engine  and  then,  said 
he,  "we  will  buy  a  great  gun,  which  is 
certainly  a  fire  engine." 

FRANKLIN  AS  AN  AMERICAN. 

Already  honored  by  his  Common- 
wealth with  appointments  which  were 
not  unwelcome,  for  Franklin  said  of 
himself:  "I  shall  never  ask,  never  re- 
fuse, nor  ever  resign  an  office,"  he  was 
now  to  enter  upon  the  larger  field  of 
colonial  politics  and  public  service.  In 
1754  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor 
of  Pennsylvania  a  commission  to  a 
Joint  congress  of  the  colonies  in  Al- 
bany, and  here  what  may  be  called  his 
national  reputation  begins.  A  citizen 
of  Massachusetts,  then  of  Pennsylvania, 
a  visitor  in  other  colonies,  no  man  of 
his  time  understood  and  personified  the 
character  of  all  his  countrymen  as  did 
Benjamin  Franklin. 

And  the  time  had  come  when  Amer- 
ica needed  Americans.  The  Congress 
of  Albany  was  summoned  by  the  Brit- 
ish colonial  government,  to  meet  in 
June,  1754,  In  order  to  renew  the  "an- 
cient friendship  with  the  Indian  Five 
Nations"  and  also  "to  determine 
whether  the  colonies  would  enter  into 
articles  of  union  and  confederation 
with  each  other  for  the  mutual  defense 
of  his  majesty's  subjects  and  Interests 
In  North  America  as  well  In  time  of 
peace  as  war.  The  Immedlte  question 
was  war,  inasmuch  as  hostilities  had 
already  broken  out  with  the  French. 
Seven  colonies  were  represented,  reach- 
ing from  New  Hampshire  to  Maryland, 
but  the  principal  person  from  beginning 
to  end  was  Benjamin  Franklin,  dele- 
gate from  Pennsylvania,  who  brought 
with  him  in  his  pocket  a  suggestion 
for  a  sort  of  Federal  Constitution.  The 
commissioners  to  the  congress  unani- 
mously voted  "that  a  union  of  the  colo- 
nies Is  absolutely  necessary  for  their 
preservation,"  and  they  then  proceeded 
to  adopt  with  very  little  alteration  the 
plan  drawn  up  by  Franklin.  This  was 
in  effect  that  there  be  a  president  gen- 
eral appointed  by  the  crown  and  a 
grand  council  of  forty-eight  members, 
the  delegations  varying  from  two  tJ 
seven,  according  to  the  population  of 
the  colony,  the  members  to  be  paid  fop 
their  services  and  to  meet  annually. 
The  legislative  powers  of  this  council 
were  to  extend  to  Indian  trade,  the 
purchase  of  Indian  lands,  the  planting 
of    new    settlements,     the    raising    of 
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armies  and  navies  and  the  power  to 
"lay  and  levy  such  general  duties  Im- 
posed, or  taxes,  as  to  them  shall  appear 
most  equal  and  Just,"  the  president 
general  to  have  a  veto  and  the  British 
government  to  have  a  farther  veto  of 
laws  accepted  by  the  governor. 

COLONIAL.  UNION. 

There  had  been  various  plans  for 
colonial  union  in  the  preceding  half 
century,  and  a  hundred  years  before 
the  New  England  colonies  had  joined 
in  a  confederation  which,  however,  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  in  Franklin'9 
mind  when  he  drew  up  his  plan.  In 
many  ways,  the  scheme  meant  that 
the  Americans  should  enjoy  more  con- 
trol over  their  own  affairs  than  had 
ever  been  their  exj:erience.  It  meant, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  exi&tlng 
colonial  charters  must  give  way  to  the 
superior  authority  of  the  new  union.  It 
is,  therefore,  not  wonderful  that  as 
Franklin  records,  "the  assemblies  did 
not  adopt  it,  as  they  all  thought  there 
was  too  much  prerogative  in  it;  and  la 
England  it  was  judged  to  have  too 
much  of  the  democratic.'*  The  real 
trouble  was  that  there  was  not  a 
Franklin  in  every  colony  to  officer  such 
a  government  had  It  been  formed.  It 
was  too  strong  and  vigorous  for  the 
times  and  twenty-one  years  of  hard 
experience  was  necessary  before  the 
country  would  listen  to  Franklin's  plea 
for  confederation. 

The  French  and  Indian  War  was  now 
In  progress  and  Franklin  had  an  op- 
portunity to  show  at  least  what  could 
be  done  by  resolution  and  force  of 
character.  When  Braddock's  army  was 
ready  to  march  on  Fort  Duquesne,  the 
general  found  himself  without  wagons 
for  his  stores,  whereupon  Franklin 
chee\-fully  appeared  like  a  divinity  out 
of  a  basket  and  offered  to  provide  the 
necessary  wagons;  did  provide  them 
and  was  almost  the  only  civilian  in  that 
year  of  woe  who  helped  to  keep  the  war 
going.  The  Pennsylvania  government 
put  him  in  charge  of  building  forts  to 
protect  the  frontiers  from  the  Indians, 
and  he  was  even  chosen  colonel  of  a 
militia  regiment.  By  what  seemed  like 
a  miracle  he  induced  the  governor  and 
the  Assembly  to  stop  their  intermlnabia 
quarrels  over  taxing  the  proprietors' 
lands  long  enough  to  vote  the  swinging 
sum  of  £60,000  for  military  purposes. 
In  1757  he  was  designated  by  the  As- 
sembly as  Its  agent  to  England  and 
entered  upon  a  new  and  significant 
career. 
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FRANKLIN'S      CHARACTEai      SUM- 
MARIZEHD. 

The  striking  cliaracter  which  we 
have  attempted  to  unfold  in  its  rela- 
tions to  the  upbuilding  of  the  Ameri- 
can Commonwealth  did  not  long  sur- 
vive. In  1790,  then  84  years  of  age, 
Franklin  breathed  his  last;  and  no  man 
of  his  time,  not  even  Washington,  has 
so  impressed  himself  upon  his  contem- 
poraries and  on  posterity. 

The  first  reason  for  Franklin's  great- 
ness was  his  power  of  original  state- 
ment of  familiar  things.  He  might  well 
have  said  of  himself,  as  Pascal  did: 
*'Don't  leli  me  that  I  have  said  nothing 
new.  The  arrangement  of  materials  \u 
new.  When  you  play  handball,  you  all 
use  the  same  ball;  but  one  of  you 
plays  it  best."  Certainly  in  the  process 
of  Constitution  building,  Franklin  was 
more  suggestive  than  any  other  Ameri- 
can statesman  of  his  time. 

Franklin  was  further  a  man  who  al- 
ways had  it  in  mind  to  make  the  best 
use  of  his  own  powers.  As  a  boy  he 
bought  and  read  so  many  books  as  to 
astound  Governor  Burnett;  as  a  young 
man  he  devised  an  extraordinary  virtue 
table,  ruled  for  the  days  of  the  week, 
with  cross  ruling  for  the  different  re- 
spects in  which  he  hoped  to  improve, 
and  little  black  dots  to  show  where  he 
had  failed.  Nor  was  he  in  the  least 
discouraged  to  And  out.  that  he  could 
not  make  himself  completely  virtuous 
by  a  system.  He  was  like  the  Chinese 
sage  whose  disciple  retorted,  "my  mas- 
ter is  anxious  to  make  his  faults  few. 
but  he  has  not  yet  succeeded."  He 
kept  at  this  process  of  self-improve- 
ment all  his  life,  reading,  sharpening 
his  wits  against  men,  and  reflecting. 
It  might  be  said  of  him  as  Confucius 
said  of  his  elegant  and  accomplished 
prince:  "As  we  cut  and  then  file;  as  we 
chisel  and  then  grind;  so  has  be  cul- 
tivated himself.  How  grave  Is  he  and 
dignified!  How  majestic  and  distin- 
guished." 

Yet  this  gravity,  which  so  much  im- 
pressed the  frivolous  Court  of  France, 
was  conjoined  with  a  love  of  fun  such 
as  no  American  man  except  Abraham 
Lincoln  has  ever  enjoyed.  This  is  re- 
vealed in  his  autobiography,  composed 
in  the  very  last  years  of  his  life,  and 
Indubltablr'  the  best  American  literary 
work  of  tl  e  eighteenth  century.  It  is 
here  wc  find  the  delightful  pictures  of 
the  gawky  youth  eating  his  rolls  on  the 
street;  of  the  dear  bargain  for  the 
whistle;  and  it  Is  to  Poor  Richard  that 
we   look   for  sententious  wisdom   such 
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as  "He  that  falls  In  love  with  himself 
will  have  no  rivals." 

Nvt  the  least  merit  of  Franklin  is 
tha/-  though  assured  by  so  many  hund- 
reds of  people  that  he  was  surpassing- 
ly wise,  he  avoided  dictation.  One  of 
his  recognized  principles  of  publij  life 
was  never  to  contradict;  always  to  put 
forward  his  opinions  moderately  and 
good  humorcdly.  The  world  needs  men 
of  a  more  absolute  temper.  Washing- 
tons  and  Hamiltons;  but  it  also  needs 
the  easier  tempers  and  the  more  con- 
ciliatory methods  of  a  Franklin. 

One  of  Franklin's  chief  virtues  was 
his  Interest  in  education,  and  he  was 
the  most  broadly  educated  American  of 
his  time.  He  read  many  books,  h€- 
visited  many  lands,  he  knew  many 
languages,  he  was  a  profound  student 
of  human  nature,  but  though  he  picked 
up  this  culture  as  incident  to  a  very 
busy  life,  he  meant  that  succeeding 
generations  should  have  a  better  op- 
portunity than  his,  hence  he  founded 
the  school  in  Philadelphia  which  event- 
ually developed  into  a  university  and 
his  descendants  have  ever  been  for- 
ward in  education. 

In  his  mind,  however,  education  was 
a  means  to  an  end;  the  power  to  do 
was  educative  and  education  meant  re- 
newed powers  to  do.  He  himself  was 
astonishingly  efficient.  For  him,  life 
meant  opportunity. 

Finally,  Franklin's  was  a  singularly 
harmonious  and  complete  life,  illustrat- 
ing in  patriotism,  in  public  activity  and 
in  private  character  Walt  Whitman's 
••Youth,  Day.  Old  Age  and  Night." 
"Youth,  large,  lusty,  loving— youth  full  of 

grace,  force,  fascination. 
Do  you  know  that  old  age  may  come  after 

you  with  equal  grace,  force,  fascination? 
Day,  full-blown  and  splendid— day  of  the 

Inunonse  sun,  action,  am;b!tlon,  laughter 
The  night  follows  close  with  millions  of- 

suns  and  sleep  and  restoring  darkness." 


DeXtH  of  SARAH  8.  GARDNER. 

Sarah  S.  Gardner,  whose  death  occurred 
at  Dalton.  Pa,,  16th  of  April,  1906,  was 
born  at  Claremont,  N.  H.,  14th  of  October. 
1817.  On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
sides  she  came  of  good  New  E^ngland 
stock.  Her  father  was  B^isha  Hitchcock 
and  her  mother  Ruth  Sflocum  Hitchcock, 
both  early  settlers  of  Slocum  Hollow, 
now  the  City  of  Scranton.  Her  Hitch- 
cock ancestry  is  traced  back  seven  gen- 
erations to  Matthias  Hitchcock,  who 
came  from  London  to  Boston  on  the 
vessel  "Susan  and  Bllen"  in  1G35,  when  be 
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waa  25  years  old.  In  1639  he  was  among 
the  flrst  settlers  of  New  Haven.  Conn., 
where  his  descandants,  Nathaniel*,  John*, 
John*  and  John»  were  born,  and  reared 
their  families.  John*  Hitchcock  was  bom 
the  10th  of  June,  1747;  married  at  Walling- 
ford,  Oonn..  Phoebe  Tyler,  2d  of  May, 
1774.  He  settled  at  Claremont,  N.  H.,  mh 
of  Mfo^,  1788.  The  oldest  child  of  John* 
Hitchcock  that  survived  Infancy  was 
Blisha*  Hitchcock,  who  was  bom  at 
Claremont,  N.  H.,  21st  of  January,  1778. 
He  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade  and 
moved  to  Slocum  Hollow,  lAizeme  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  in  190».  He  married  24th  of  July, 
1611.  Ruth  Slocum.  the  oldest  child  of 
E?benozer  Slocum.  the  founder  of  Slociun 
Hollow.  He  moved  with  his  wife  back 
to  Claremont,  N.  H.,  where  most  of  his 
children  were  bom.  but  returned  with  his 
family  to  Slocum  Hollow  5th  of  July. 
1826,  where  he  purchased  a  large  farm, 
which  is  now  the  best  residential  part 
of  the  City  of  Scranton. 

On  the  maternal  side,  Mrs.  Gardner 
traces  her  lineage  to  Anthony^  Slocum, 
who  settled  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  in  1637. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  as  did  others  of  his  descendants 
who  settled  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island.  The  line  of  descent  was  as  fol- 
lows: Anthonys  Giles^  Sa^nuel*,  OilesS 
Joseph*,  Jonathan*,  Etoenezer^  Ruth^  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Gardner,  who  was  of  the 
ninth  generation.  Joseph*  came  to  the 
Wyoming  Valley  in  1768  to  1769.  and  his 
son  Jonathan  followed  about  1771.  Jona^ 
than*  Slocum  was  born  at  East  Green- 
wich, Kent  County.  R.  I.,  1st  of  May, 
1733.  He  married  23  of  February,  1757, 
Ruth  Tripp,  daughter  of  Isaac  Tripp. 
£isq.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He 
bought  a  farm  near  the  old  fort,  where 
now  Ic  the  City  of  Wilkes-Borre.  On  2d 
of  November.  1778,  his  little  daughter, 
FYances,  between  6  and  6  years  of  age, 
was  carried  off  by  the  Indians  and  kept 
a  captive  until  she  l>ecaKie  like  one  of 
the  tribe,  refusing  in  ol'/  age,  when  dis- 
covered by  friends,  to  return  to  her  fam- 
ily and  civilisation.  On  16th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1773.  Jonathan  Slocum  and  his 
father-in-lay,  Isaac  Tripp,  Esq.,  were 
killed  by  the  Indians  while  feeding  cat- 
tle from  a  stack  on  the  farm,  and  a  son, 
William,  was  wounded.  His  widow  sur- 
vived until  6th  of  May,  1807. 

EJbeneaer^  Slocum  was  bom  In  War- 
wick, R.  I.,  lOth  of  January,  1766^  and 
moved  to  Wilkes-Barre  when  about  8 
years  old.  On  3d  of  December,  1790.  he 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph 
and  Obedience  (Sperry)  Davis.  In  1798  he 
purchased,  with  Joseph  Duwain,  a  grist 
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mill  at  Deep  Hollow,  which  soon  became 
known  as  91ocum  Hollow.  He  built  a 
distillery  In  179S  and  1799,  and  a  saw  mill 
in  1799.  The  latter  year  his  brother  Ben- 
jamin bought  the  interest  of  Joseph  Du- 
wain,  and  the  Slocum  brothers  built  an 
Iron  forjfe  in  1800  and  another  distillery 
in  1811.  In  1S06  Efbenezer  Slocum  built  the 
first  frame  house  in  Scran  ton.  It  was 
long  known  as  the  "old  red  house,"  which 
stood  till  11^5,  when  it  was  taken  down 
to  give  room  for  the  new  steel  mills.  The 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  1S26,  and 
Benjamin  removed  to  Tunkhannock. 
Bbenezer  Slocum  died  25th  of  July,  1832. 
His  widow  died  Ut  of  November,  1842. 
•They  were  the  patents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren:—Ruth,  Sidney,  Efbenezer,  Benjamin, 
Joseph,  Samuel,  Tliomas,  Sarah.  Charles 
Miner.  William^  Mary,  £>8ther  and  Giles. 

Elllsha*  Hitchcock  and  Ruth  Slocum 
married  24th  of  July,  1811,  and  had  the 
following  children:— l^isha,  born  29th  of 
June,  1813;  Eibenezer,  born  27th  of  April, 
1815;  Sarah,  born  14th  of  October,  1817; 
Ruth  A.,  born  29th  of  January,  1820; 
Zenas,  born  25th  of  March,  1822;  Mary, 
born  nth  of  May,  1827;  Eliza,  born  13th  of 
July,  1831. 

EQisha^  Hitchcock  married  Caroline 
Larabee  and  died  in  Maysville,  Ind.,  26th 
of  April,  1856.  leaving  one  child,  Anna, 
who  married  Julius  Slhannon  of  Pittston, 
Pa. 

Ebenezer^  Hitchcock  married  first  Mar- 
ion Budd,  who  died  Pth  of  February,  1857. 
He  married  second  Amanda  Swackham- 
mer,  who  died  ia  1880.  He  died  4th  of 
December,  1S82,  leaving  to  survive  him  one 
daughter,  Marion,  born  16th  of  March, 
1867,  now  the  wife  of  I>r.  Burdett  O'Con- 
nor of  Mackay,  Idaho. 

Rutli  Ann^  Hitchcock  married  David 
demons  and  had  two  children,  Frank  H. 
Clemens  and  Eva  Clemens,  widow  of  the 
late  Dr.  Lewis  S.  Barnes  of  Scranton, 
who  died  19th  of  June,  1902. 

Zenas^  Hitchcock  married  Ruth  Bloom. 
He  moved  to  the  west,  where  he  left  three 
children. 

MaryT  Hitchcock  married  Dr.  William 
H.  Heath  and  had  one  child.  Lea  M. 
Heath,  now  teacher  of  literature  in  the 
Scranton  high  school.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Heath  lived  many  years  in  Hyde  Park 
(Scranton),  and  both  died  in  1905  at  an 
advanced  age. 

Sarah^  Hitchcock  married  Abel  Gardner 
10th  of  February,  1845.  He  was  a  son  of 
George  and  Abigail  (Dean)  Gardner,  who 
were  married  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  20th  of 
February,  1800,  and  soon  after  came  to 
Abington,  Luzerne  County,  where  he 
bought    a  farm  adjoining     that  of    hia 
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brother-in-law,  James  Dean.  Abif^il 
died  aist  of  January,  1S42,  and  her  hus- 
band died  IRth  of  April,  1855.  On  this 
Abiniorton  farm  Abel  and  Sarah  Gardner 
spent  the  early  part  of  their  married  life. 
Later  on  he  sold  this  farm  to  his  cou- 
sins, Myron  and  Amasa  Dean,  and  pur- 
chased another  in  the  villa^re  of  Dalton. 
then  called  Bailey  Hollow.  Here  he  built 
a  substantial  storehouse  and  conducted  a 
mercantile  business  in  connection  with 
his  farm.  His  death  occurred  12th  of 
March,  1882.  He  was  a  thrifty,  industrious 
man  and  with  a  prudent,  energetic  wife 
they  accumulated  an  estate  ample  for 
their  modest  needs.  Of  four  daughters 
born  to  Mrs.  Gardner,  two  survive  her; 
the  eldest,  Helen,  died  in  infancy.  Ruth, 
bom  13th  of  Augrust,  1^47,  died  9d  of 
September.  1877,  the  result  of  an  accident 
while  driving  from  her  home  to  Scranton. 
accompanied  by  a  younger  sister.  Sarah 
Adalaide  resides  in  Scranton,  the  wife  of 
Dr.  H.  D.  Gardner,  a  prominent  physician. 
Mary,  who  resided  with  her  mother  in 
Dalton.  Pa.,  now  occupies  the  old  sub- 
stxuitial  home  erected  by  her  father. 

Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Gardner,  throug-h  the 
Hitchcock  and  Slocum  connections,  was 
related  to  many  of  the  most  prominent 
families  of  the  Wyoming  and  Lacka- 
wanna Valleys.  She  was  a  woman  of 
wonderful  memory  and  marked  individu- 
ality of  character.  She  was  the  embodi- 
ment of  truth  and  sincerity.  Her  long 
acquaintance  with  the  early  history  of 
Lackawanna  County  and  the  prominent 
people  who  contributed  to  its  progress 
made  her  conversation  at  once  interest- 
ing •and  instructive.  An  active  Christian 
worker  In  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal 
Church,  she  was  broader  than  any  de- 
nomination in  her  sympathies  and  active 
support  of  good  works.  In  her  death  her 
family  has  lost  a  loving  mother,  her 
neighbors  and  intimates  a  sincere  friend, 
and  the  community  in  which  she  lived  a 
trusted  adviser  and  well  wisher,  whose 
cheerful  countenance  will  be  sadly  missed 
by  old  and  young. 


WILKES-BARRE'E    FIRST    BRICK 
HOUSE. 

In  the  year  1807.  nearly  100  years  ago. 
the  first  thre<3-story  brick  building  ID 
Wilkes-Barre  and  the  county  of  Lu- 
zerne, which  then  comprised,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  county,  Lackawanna 
and  Wyoming  Counties,  and  portions 
of  Bradford  and  Susquehanna,  ««ra8 
built  for  Joseph  Slocum.  It  stood  on 
the  south  gido  of  the  Square,  and  with 
■om#  alteration!  which  were  afterward 
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made  in  it.  occupied  the  site  iintii  a  few 
days  ago,  wlien  it  waa  torn  down  to 
make  way  for  the  new  First  National 
Dank  Building. 

The  erection  of  the  building  was  a 
grreat  achievement  for  the  time  and 
many  and  often  were  the  predictiona 
that  it  could  not  t>e  made  to  stand, 
because  of  its  excessive  height,  al- 
though the  first  story  walls  were  made 
very  substantial,  three  or  four  times 
thicker  than  they  are  now  built,  show- 
ing that  the  builders  themselves  were 
not  quite  sure  that  so  high  a  building 
would  keep  its  upright  position.  Of 
course,  at  the  time  it  was  the  wonder 
and  admiration  of  the  valley  and  from 
many  miles  around  people  came  to  see 
the  lofty  structure. 

The  materials  and  workmen  were 
brought  from  great  distances.  Thomas 
R.  Connor  says  that  his  father,  John 
M.  Connor,  came  to  Wilkes- Barre  in 
1806  with  others  from  Poughkeepsle,  N. 
Y.,  with  the  carpenters  who  were  to 
build  the  house  for  Joseph  Slocum.  He 
was  an  apprentice  to  the  carpenters 
and  was  18  years  old.  They  traveled 
on  foot  and  carried  with  them  such 
tools  as  they  needed.  When*  they 
reached  here  they  found  that  there 
were  no  laborers  here  to  carry  the 
brick  and  mortar,  so  they,  carried  the 
necessary  materials  and  did  the  car- 
penter work  and  finished  the  building 
in  1807.  Mr.  Connor  says  that  his 
father  told  him  that  most  of  the  ma- 
terials came  from  £2aston. 

There  was  a  large  ball  room  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  building,  which  w§.8 
frescoed  and  decorated  in  an  attrac- 
tive manner,  and  the  floors  of  the  house 
would  delight  a  modern  housekeeper, 
as  they  were  all  white  oak,  and  for 
many  years  guiltless  of  carpets  or  rugs, 
but  were  diligently  scrubbed  and  sand- 
ed in  geometric  designs. 

At  the  rear  of  the  house,  in  a  sep- 
arate building,  was  located  the  forge, 
where  most  of  the  iron  and  nails  used 
in  the  building  were  made.  Later  on. 
when  some  changes  were  made  in  the 
partitions,  the  workmen  had  great 
dllficulty  in  tearing  out  the  woodwork, 
as  every  nail  was  of  wrought  iron  and 
every  one  was  clinched.  At  what  i£ 
now  known  as  Scranton,  Bbenezer 
Slocum.  a  brother  of  Joseph,  had  quite 
a  large  forge.  This  was  the  first  in 
what  is  now  Lackawanna  County. 
Bbenezer  Slocum  had  large  land  hold- 
ings there  and  the  place  came  to  be 
known  as  Slocum  or  Slocum's  Hol- 
low. The  coal  which  he  used  in  his 
forge  h«  transported  a  long  distance, 
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not  knowing  that  there  were  millions  of 
tons  of  coal  beneath  the  land  which  he 
owned. 

Joseph  Slocum,  who  was  a  brother  of 
the  famous  Frances  Slocum,  soon  hand- 
ed his  forge  over  to  John  Fell  (who 
later  lived  and  died  at  Abington),  his 
large  land  interests  demanding  his  en- 
tire attention. 

For  merny  years  after  its  completion 
In  1807,  the  brick  building  was  used  as 
a  residence,  although  some  minor 
changes  were  made,  including  the  erec- 
tion of  a  little  building  adjoining  it, 
which  was,  until  recently,  occupied  by 
the  Leavenworth  coal  office. 

The  last  occupant  of  the  place  as  a 
dwelling  was  Lord  Butler,  who  occu- 
pied it  with  his  family  until  February, 
1870.  when  the  property  was  leased  to 
William  P.  Miner,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Record  of  the  Times,  and  It  was  in 
this  building  In  1873  that  the  present 
daily  Record  was  born  and  published 
for  several  years. 

A  part  of  the  lower  floor  was  utilized 
for  a  time  as  a  grocery  store  by  John 
Rhone,  now  deceased,  and  later  it  was 
used  as  a  cigar  and  novelty  store  by 
Smith  &  Teets.  About  1881  S.  L.  Brown 
purchased  the  building  and  by  him  It 
was  remodeled  and  has  been  devoted  to 
store  and  office  uses  ever  since,  J.  C. 
Madden  occupying  it  a  large  part  of  the 
time.  About  a  year  ago  it  was  sold  to 
the  First  National  Bank,  and  within 
the  last  few  days  the  once  famous 
building  has  been  razed  to  the  ground, 
exemplifying  the  onward  march  of 
progress,  which  in  this  instance  will 
assume  the  shape  of  a  beautiful  new- 
bank  building,  which  is  exp'^'^ted  to  be 
the  pride  of  the  city  as  me  old  build- 
ing was  the  pride  of  the  town- 


THE  OLD   RIVER  BRIDGE. 

It  is  not  so  long  ago  that  the  old 
bridge  across  the  river  at  Market  street 
was  torn  down.  It  was  a  picturesque 
structure,  and  the  old  toll  house  at 
the  entrance  and  the  big  willow  treti 
represent  it  as  it  appeared  in  1850. 
when  the  above  picture  was  taken. 
Many  years  later  the  old  toll  hou»e 
was  torn  down  and  a  brick  two  story 
building  erected  on  the  South  River 
street  side,  with  a  small  toll  office  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  bridge. 

The  earliest  record  of  the  conveni- 
ences for  the  passing  of  the  stream 
dates  back  to  the  year  1811,  when  the 
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following   advertisement    appeared    In 
one  of  the  local  papers  of  the  day: 
"FERRY  TO  LET." 

By  order  of  the  town  council  of  the 
boroufirh  of  Wilkes -Bar  re  the  ferry 
across  the  Susquehanna  River,  oppo- 
site the  said  borough,  will  be  rented 
to  the  highest  and  best  bidder  for  tho 
term  of  one  year  from  the  first  day  ol 
April  next  by  public  vendue  to  be  held 
at  the  court  house  in  said  borough  on 
Saturday,  the  16th,  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Geo.  Calhoun, 

March  6,  1811.  Enoch  Ogden. 


This  primitive  communication  be- 
tween the  two  villages  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  proved  sufRcient  for  the 
travel  until  about  1816.  The  "Wilkes- 
Barre  Bridge  Co.,*'  which  was  incor- 
porated in  1807,  commenced  operations 
looking  to  erecting  a  bridge  which 
was  not  completed  until  about  1818. 
The  contractors,  Messrs.  Wemwag  & 
Powell,  were  some  two  years  in  finish- 
ing their  contract,  building  what  was 
then  considered  a  model  structure  at  a 
cost  of  about  150,000. 

About  one  year  prior  to  its  comple- 
tion much  surprise  was  manifested  by 
the  bridge  company  at  the  gradual 
linking  of  the  pier  next  to  Wilke*- 
Barre,  caused  by  a  "quick  sand"  or 
silt.  This  compelled  the  sawing  of  th? 
bridge  in  two  and  the  loss  of  two  of 
the  arches  or  spans  of  the  bridge. 

This,  however,  was  remedied  by  the 
building  of  two  new  spans  upon  a  bet- 
ter foundation,  thougli  at  a  very  heavy 
outlay — which  was  paid  by  the  State. 

Misfortune  seemed  to  follow  the 
operations  of  the  builddng.  for  after 
having  repaired  and  reconstructed  the 
bridge,  some  time  in  the  winter  of  1824, 
this  valley  was  visited  by  a  terrible 
hurricane,  carrying  ruin  and  desolation 
in  its  tracks.  Houses,  barns  and  trees 
were  blown  down,  the  bridge  was 
lifted  from  its  moorings  and  swept 
several  feet  up  stream,  landing  on  the 
ice.  Communication  l)etween  the  two 
vlllagee  was  for  a  time  very  Imperfect, 
the  ioe  In  winter  and  the  ferry  in  sum- 
mer offering  the  only  means  of  trans - 

Bit 

The  legislature  was  appealed  to  and 
appropriated  (the  State  then  being  a 
large  stockholder)  about  115.000  or 
120,000,  appointing  commissioners  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act. 
Andrew  Beaumpnt  of  Wilkes -Barre 
was  selected  by  the  commissioners  to 
make  contracts,  collect  money  and  to 
employ  a  builder,  etc. 
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WILKE8-BARRE  IN  1844. 

[Dally  Record.  Jan.  2,  1907.] 

The  following  entertalnlns  historical 
sketch  was  written  by  the  late  Kev.  N. 
<jr.  ^arke,  D.  i^.,  ana  was  publlsned  la 
lue  i'Uiston  Gazette  in  June,  1869: 

Some  little  girls  who  are  not  too  old 
to  listen  to  stories,  whose  mother  lived 
in  WiiKes-Jtiarie  when  tue  cows  found 
good  pasture  in  the  upper  part  of 
i«*ranklin  street,  wish  me  to  tell  them 
something  about  Wilkes- Barre.  the 
capital  of  Luzerne  County,  as  It  waa 
twenty-hve  years  ago  and  I  feel  like 
gratifying  them  as  tar  as  I  can  do  so 
without  examining  records.  As  there 
are  other  children  who  would  possibly 
relish  what  I  have  to  say,  I  wUl  write 
It  down. 

Twenty-flve  years  ago,  on  Saturday 
preceding  the  first  Sabbath  of  June,  I 
reached  Wllkes-Barre  for  the  first  time, 
not  In  a  railroad  car.  nor  In  a  stage 
coach,  but  on  "horse-back,"  having 
traveled  during  the  week  In  this  good 
old  fashioned  way  over  two  hundred 
mUes.  Of  Wllkes-Barre  I  only  knew 
It  was  situated  on  the  Susquehanna 
River,  and  was  not  far  from  the  scene 
of  the  ever  memorable  "Wyoming 
Massacre,"— Prom  Rev.  J.  W.  Sterling, 
then  a  tutor  In  Princeton  College.  I 
had  letters  to  Rev.  John  Dorrance, 
Mrs.  Chester  BuUer.  Mrs.  George  Hol- 
lenback  and  Mr.  John  L.  BuUer,  aU  of 
whom  now  rest  In  HoUenback  Ceme- 
tery. Mr.  Kutz,  a  shrewd,  honest  Ger- 
man, who  understood  his  business  thor- 
oughly, as  travelers  learned  who  at- 
tempted to  dispute  with  him.  kept  the 
toll  gate  at  the  bridge.  Like  many 
others  he  could  not  "see  the  minister" 
In  me,  and  collected  of  me  the  usual 
toll,  but  subsequently  with  the  remark, 
"ministers  go  free  on  this  bridge,  but 
I  did  not  know  you  were  a  minister," 
returned  it.  I  was  tempted  to  put  on 
the  "white  cravat"  but  never  did. 

The  Presbyterians  worshiped  in  a 
very  plain  wooden  building  that  waa 
erected  during  the  ministry  of  the  Rev. 
Nicholas  Murray,  D.  D..  and  that  stood 
where  their  present  elegant  edifice 
stands.  The  Rev.  John  Dorrance,  to 
whom  the  people  of  Wllkes-Barre  are 
largely  indebted  for  their  fiourishlng 
Seminary,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  W. 
S.  Parsons,  was  their  pastor,  and  to 
him  they  paid  a  salary  of  |500  and  h^^ 
found  his  own  house.  As  he  had  a 
wife  and  six  children  to  provide  for, 
this  cannot  be  regarded  as  "large  pay." 
Thev  do  no  better  now.  "Old  Michael," 
the  'terror  of  bad  boys  And  the  kind 
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friend  to  all  good  children,  was  their 
sexton,  and  had  charsre  of  buryln^r  the 
aead  ^^enerally.  Every  evening  at  9 
o'clock  he  was  In  the  habit  of  rln^rlns 
the  bell  that  hung  In  the  tower  of  the 
old  church  on  "the  Green"— the  only 
one  in  town  at  that  time.  This  rln^r- 
in^r  of  the  bell  by  "Old  Michael/'  which 
was  probably  ixracticed  before  his  day, 
if  there  was  such  a  day  In  WUkca- 
Barre,  was  occasionally  an  annoyance 
to  some  young  men  who  were  fond  of 
visiting  in  our  "well  regulated  famil- 
ies/' as  it  was  an  intimation  that  the 
time  had  come  for  young  people  to  be 
at  home. 

The  Methodists  worshiped  in  the  old 
church  on  the  Qreen,  which  was  orna- 
mented by  a  more  beautiful  spire  than 
is  now  to  be  seen  in  the  valley.  There 
is  no  house  of  worship  in  Wilkes-Barre 
that  was  standing  twenty-five  years 
ago.  The  Episcopal  Church  was  served 
by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Clazton,  D.  D.,  now 
of  Philadelphia.  He  was  married  about 
this  time  to  a  daughter  of  Judge  Scott, 
a  lady  of  great  excellence  of  charac- 
ter. The  Rev.  Mr.  Lescher  of  the  Qei- 
man  Reformed  Church  ministered  to 
the  Germans  from  Elxeter  to  Nanticoke. 
In  Wilkes- Barre  he  had  no  house  of 
worship  until  he  erected  one— tho 
church  on  South  Main  street,  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Lutheran  congregation. 
Mr.  Samuel  Strong,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College,  had  charge  of  the  Acader^y 
which  stood  on  the  Public  Squsure,  and 
Deacon  Dana  taught  an  academy^  in 
South  Wilkes-Barre.  My  impression  !&, 
that  there  were  more  young  men  pre- 
paring for  college  at  that  time  than 
there  are  now  although  the  populatl  i 
then  was  not  a  tithe  of  what  it  is  now. 

The  leading  physicians  of  the  town 
were  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Miner,  Dr.  Boyd, 
Dr.  Smith  and  Dr.  Day— all  men  of 
culture  and  ability  in  their  profession. 
Harrison  Wright,  Edmond  Dana.  An- 
drew T.  McClintock,  Warren  J.  Wood- 
ward and  Henry  M.  Fuller  were  among 
the  younR  and  rapidly  rising  members 
of  the  Wilkes-Barre  bar.  The  old  court 
house  which  has  given  place  to  the  Im- 
mense pile  of  brick  and  mortar  now 
on  Public  Square,  was  of  wood  and  le- 
fore  its  removal  was  very  much  dilapi- 
dated, having  been  used  freely  for  al- 
most everything  except  anti-slavery 
lectures.  The  Record  of  the  Times, 
now  a  leading  Journal  in  northeastern 
Pennpylvanla,  was  conducted  by  S.  .O. 
Lewis,  Esq..  whose  tender  regard  for 
the  reputation  of  every  one  Interferred 
sometimes  with  judicious  and  whole- 
tome  eritleltm  of  mon  in  public  Ufo 
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who  were  derelict  In  duty.  Charles 
Miner,  Esq.,  was  collecting  the  material 
for  his  History  o£  Wyoming,  a  book 
that  will  be  prized  more  highly  fifty 
years  from  this  time  than  it  is  now. 

The  leading  coal  men  of  the  town 
were  J.  L.  and  Lord  Butler,  whose 
mines  were  in  Pittston,  and  Alexander 
Gray,  who  superintended  the  coal  works 
of  the  Baltimore  Coal  Co.  ...he  Butlers 
sent  to  market  in  1844  about  18.000  tons 
of  coal  and  the  Baltimore  company 
probably  three  times  as  much;  and 
these  mines  furnished  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  coal  that  was  sent  to  mar- 
ket from  the  coal  basin  lying  between 
Carbondale  and  Nantlcoke  from  which 
millions  of  tons  are  sent  annually. 

Wilkes-Barre  in  1844  was  a  quiet 
beautiful  and  comparatively  isolated 
agricultural  town,  nothing  like  the 
stately,  citified  Wilkes-Barre  of  1869. 
There  were  not  to  exceed  half  a  doc^n 
brick  houses  In  the  town,  and  property 
rents  for  as  much  as  it  would  have  sold 
for  then.  The  most  of  the  people  were 
"to  the  manor  born,"  and  had  at  least 
a  "speaking  acquaintance"  with  their 
neighbors;  and  their  reputation  for  in- 
telligence and  hospitality  and  r^ineral 
uprightness  of  deportment  was  well  de- 
served. Until  within  a  few  years  the 
old  Butler  house  was  '  standing  on 
River  street,  the  residence  of  J.  L. 
Butler  and  his  father  before  him,  neat, 
unpretending  and  substantial,  with 
"the  string  always  out,"  it  was  a  type 
of  what  Wilkes-Barre  once  was.  The 
costly  and  magnificent  mansion  of 
Stanley  Woodward,  Esq.,  to  which  :t 
has  given  place,  is  a  type  of  what 
Wilkes-Barre  now  is.  There  may  be 
more  conveniences  in  the  modern  house 
for  entertaining  friends  handsomely 
than  there  were  in  the  old  house,  but 
there  cannot  be  more  generous  hospi- 
tality. 

There  were  stages  from  Wilkes- 
Barre  going  out  every  morning  for 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  by  the  way 
of  Easton  and  by  Hazleton  and  Tama- 
qua  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Horton. 
A  tri-wekly  stage  carried  the  mail  be- 
tween Pittston  and  Wilkes-Barre,  and 
passengers,  when  there  were  any. 
Father  Hunt  was  then  comparatively 
a  new  man  in  the  valley  and  was  gent- 
ly stirring  up  the  people  of  Wilkeis- 
Barre  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  a 
subject  on  which  they  have  been  con- 
servative, as  they  have  been  on  the 
pubject  of  slavery.  To  temperance  lec- 
turers, abolition  lecturers  and  fugitive 
slavps  Wilkes-Barre  has  never  been  a 
paradise.  NT.  Q.  P. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vol.  i4  iig 


WYOMING  VALLEY  IN  1847. 

The  following  interesting  article 
appeared  in  the  Record  ten  years 
ago.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  E. 
Merrlfleld  of  Scranton  and  describes  a 
trip  on  a  stage  coach  through  the  Lack- 
awanna and  Wyoming  Valleys  about 
sixty  years  age.  The  article  is  delight- 
fully reminiscent  and  mentions  the 
namee  of  many  early  Wllkes-Barreans, 
who  are  now  numbered  with  the  great 
majority.    The  following  is  the  article: 

To  sit  down  occasionally  and  muse 
over  bygone  days,  especially  those  that 
are  fraught  with  pleasant  memories,  is 
a  pastime  that  is  always  agreeable. 
Particularly  is  it  so  when  thinkng  of 
old  Wlkes-Barre,— the  happy  homes  of 
those  with  whom  I  was  familiar — Its 
grand  men  and  women— the  boys  who 
were  companions  of  my  youth,  and  the 
girls,  Ood  bless  them,  whose  frolicsome 
glee,  so  often  made  life  a  bright  and 
beautiful  reality;  and  1  never  think  but 
with  feelings  akin  to  love  for  the  old 
town.  There  should  be  no  patience 
with  those  who  would  speak  disparag- 
ingly of  Wllkes-Barre.  Though  our 
lines  may  run  differently  In  some  direc- 
tions, it  should  beget  nothing  but  a 
generous  spirit  of  rivalry.  Anything 
more  is  wholly  uncalled  for.  We  were 
children  of  the  same  mother  county- 
Old  Lruzerne's  great  men  and  their 
achievements  were  ours,  and  though 
separated  now  by  a  legal  line,  social 
ties  need  not  be  severed,  and  we  should 
rejoice  that  the  old  borough  has  ripen- 
ed into  a  substantial  and  prosperous 
city,  dominated  by  a  conservative,  cul- 
tured and  ho»pitable  people. 

The  time  of  which  I  write  is  between 
forty  and  fifty  years  ago.  There  was 
no  railroad  to  get  there,  hence  I  will 
take  a  seat  on  top  of  the  old  four-horse 
coach  and  with  my  visiting  friend 
once  more  live  over  again,  a  trip  down 
through  the  beautiful  Lackawanna  and 
Wyoming  Valleys.  The  home  of  old 
Uncle  Jo  Griffln  is  soon  passed,  ■  pres- 
ently coming  to  -Capt.  Albert  Felts,  who 
lived  on  the  brow  of  the  steep  hill  which 
the  drivers  always  dreaded.  On  we  go 
through  the  Atherton  neighborhood, 
down  past  the  Knapps,  John  Stewart 
and  EIrastus  Smith.  Anally  reining  up 
in  front  of  the  well  known  tavern  of 
Charles  Drake.  Here  a  stop  for  a 
few  minutes  to  give  the  horses  a  slight 
rest,  and  some  water.  "All  aboard"  Is 
heard,  the  driver  cracks  his  whip  and 
away  we  go  down  by  Babb's  store,  the 
Marcys,  Browns  and  on  top  of  the  hill 
to    the   left    the  farm    house    of    that 
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well  known  citlfeen,  Zenas  B&mum. 
Soon  the  head  of  the  North  Branch  Is 
reached,  where  Tom  Benedict  has  been 
making:  quite  extensive  Improvements. 
Dr.  Curtis's  stone  house  is  passed  and 
presently  we  are  stopping:  by  the  Sax 
tavern  in  Pittston.  The  mail  bag  is 
left  at  the  postofflce  to  be  overhauled; 
nevertheless  the  stay  is  quite  limited 
and  the  driver  hurries  on.  Acting  in 
that  capacity  was  either  Harvey  Nash 
or  John  Kennedy,  than  who  no  two 
men  were  better  known  or  more  re- 
spected between  Carbondale  and 
Wilkes-Barre.  Pittston  was  a  strag- 
gling village.  The  Butler  colliery  was 
in  operation;  but  whoever  left  at  this 
time,  and  perchance  should  return  in 
1896.  would  scarcely  find  a  landmark 
In  the  flourishing  and  go-ahead  city. 
We  probably  take  the  river  road,  pass 
Blanchard's,  Courtright's.  the  Searles's, 
Starks,  all  noted  families;  then  stop  at 
Sperring's  tavern  to  refresh  the  horses. 
Again  under  way,  the  old  Hollenback 
mill  is  passed,  and  the  big  hill  climbed, 
and  in  a  short  distance  we  are  on  the 
streets  of  Wilkes- Barre.  We  have 
been  on  the  coach  between  three  and 
four  hours  and  gladly  alight  at  the 
Phoenix  Hotel,  kept  by  that  prince 
of  landlords,  P.  McC.  Gilchrist.  Here 
was  always  a  welcome  for  the  traveler. 
If  one  wanted  a  good  bed  to  sleep  on, 
or  good  things  to  eat,  here  they  were. 
Even  the  thirsty  soul  should  slake  its 
thirst  with  old  rsre  or  cognac,  and 
Schnapps  of  the  very  best  quality.  How 
well  1  recall  that  wooden  structure 
standing  there  on  the  bajiks  of  the 
Susquehanna,  and  from  whose  porches 
there  was  such  an  extended  and  beauti- 
ful view  of  Wyoming  Valley.  Here 
frequently  congregated  some  of  the 
ablest  men  of  the  town,  my  friend 
notices  one  now,  whose  fine  appear- 
ance and  address  evidences  no  ordinary 
man.  He  is  entertaining  a  coterie 
of  congenial  spirits.  That  is  the  popu- 
lar and  whole  souled  Henry  M.  Puller, 
an  able  man  and  good  lawyer,  whose 
residence  and  office  is  Just  below  the 
hotel.  But  we  must  go  out  and  take  a 
stroll  about  the  town.  A  short  dis- 
tance on  the  river  and  we  turn  to  go 
up  Market  street.  Here  on  the  comer 
is  the  Hollenback  store,  old  fashioned, 
but  chuck  full  of  merchandise.  Do 
you  see  that  short,  heavy  set  man  com- 
ing down  the  street?  That's  George  M. 
Hollenback,  by  far  the  wealthiest  man 
of  the  town.  On  this  very  spot  his  an- 
cestors traded  with  the  Indians  and 
laid  the  foundation  for  the  immense 
wealth   which   his   son   has  so   wisely 
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managred.  With  It  all  he  is  good,  uni- 
versally respected,  and  one  of  the  most 
affable  of  men.  On  either  side  of  the 
street  we  notice  little  else  than  low 
wooden  buildings.  Now  my  friend's 
attention  is  arrested  by  a  large,  re- 
markable looking  man  who  is  walking 
down  on  the  other  side.  There  Is  a  man 
whose  big  proportions  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  physical  development.  His 
intellect  is  massive.  It  is  George  W. 
Woodward,  one  of  Wilkes-Brfrre's  old- 
est lawyers  and  now  president  Judge 
of  one  of  the  interior  districts.  He  is 
unodubtedly  returning  to  his  home,  so 
cosily  situated  on  the  side  of  the  hill 
below  Kingston. ,  That  young  man  who 
is  waving  a  salutation  to  me  is  his  son 
Stanley.  He  must  be  home  on  a  vaca- 
tion from  college  where  he  stands 
among  the  first  of  his  class.  And  here 
comes  another  fine  looking  gentleman, 
leisurely  walking  down  towards  his  of- 
fice, which  we  have  just  passed.  This 
is  the  eloquent  and  aggressive  Col. 
Hendrlck  B.  Wright,  one  of  the  best 
of  Jury  lawyers.  He  is  paying  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  politics  and  will  no 
doubt  be  heard  from  in  the  national 
legislature.  There,  do  you  see  coming 
towards  us  that  small,  black  eyed  man? 
It  is  William  C.  Gildersleeve,  one  of 
the  successful  merchan'ts,  notorious  as 
a  great  abolitionist,  and  who.  not  a 
long  time  ago,  was  visited  with  at- 
tempted personal  violence  on  that  ac- 
count. Here  we  are  at  the  Public 
Square,  and  on  which,  directly  facing 
Market  street,  is  the  old  market  house. 
Close  by  is  the  Academy.  That  large 
wooden  building  with  the  tall  spire  is 
the  Methodist  Church.  Opposite,  on 
the  southerly  side,  stands  the  court 
house;  a  very  ordinary  structure  you 
say  for  a  rich  county.  On  the  easterly 
side  is  the  stone  house  where  the  coun- 
ty records  and  oflfices  are  kept.  Around 
this  square  are  most  of  the  shops  and 
business  places,  and  we  will  walk  on 
the  northerly  side  up  as  far  as  Main 
street  and  step  in-to  Steeles'  new  brick 
hotel.  There  is  sheriff  George  P.  Steele, 
one  of  the  most  indefatigable  and 
shrewdest  of  Luzerne's  Democratlo 
politicians.  His  amiability  and  kind- 
ness of  heart  are  proverbial.  Just 
above  the  hotel  is  the  hardware  store 
of  Zlba  Bennett,  another  of  the  rich 
merchants,  one  of  the  most  reliable  and 
estimable  men  of  the  town.  There  he 
stands  in  the  door  and  that  young 
man  who  is  talking  with  him  is  his 
confidential  clerk,  Charles  Parrlsh. 
Over  on  the  other  corner  is  the  resi- 
dence of  Lord  Butler,  one  of  the  first 
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citizens  of  the  place.  t>own  about  half 
way  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Square 
and  we  come  to  Maj.  S.  H.  Puter- 
beugh's  hotel.  He  is  a  rery  jolly  and 
popular  landlord.  Below  the  Square  on 
£}ast  Market  street  stands  the  Jail 
Such  an  institution  is  never  an  inviting 
place,  and  this  one  in  particular  we 
will  give  a  wide  berth.  Do  you  see  that 
three  story  brick  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Square?  We  notice  it  because  such 
buildings  are  scarce.  It  is  the  resi- 
dence of  Joseph  Slocum,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  respected  residents. 
He  was  a  boy  when  the  Indians  invad- 
ed the  town  and  carried  off  his  little 
sister  Frances,  about  whom  there-  is 
such  a  romantic  history.  We  pass 
along  and  see  just  turning  the  comer 
'  down  South  Main  an  old  man  bent  with 
the  weight  of  ninety  years.  This  is  the 
old  lawyer,  Thomas  Dwyer,  whose 
opinions  on  questions  of  law  are  uni- 
versally repeated  by  the  attorneys.  He 
carries  us  away  back  into  the  past. 
Born  before  the  revolution,  he  recol- 
lects distinctly  the  birth  of  our  Repub- 
lican government.  What  a  world  of 
memories  cluster  about  that  old  man. 
Who  is  that  coming  towards  him  and 
taking  hia  hand  with  a  friendly  grasp? 
That  is  Senator  William  S.  Ro«s.  just 
coming  up  from  his  well  cultivated 
fields  but  little  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  below  where  he  lives  like  a 
prince. 

Court  seems  to  be  in  session  and  we 
will  step  In^  Not  a  very  imposing  room 
you  say;  nevertheless  it  has  been  the 
scene  of  many  an  intellectual  contest 
that  would  have  done  honor  to  any 
court  room  on  earth.  Presiding  there 
is  that  loved  and  eminent  jurist,  John 
N.  Conyngham.  Evidently  there  is  an 
important  case  on,  for  silting  at  one 
of  the  tables  you  see  Harrison  Wright, 
Warren  J.  Woodward  and  Andrew  T. 
McClintock.  At  the  other.  Judge  O.  B. 
Collins,  Lyman  Hakes  and  Edmund  L. 
Dana.  You  can  scarcely  get  together 
a  greater  array  of  legal  giants.  Un- 
doubtedly McClintock  on  the  one  side, 
and  Judge  Collins  on  the  other,  are 
there  for  the  wise  and  conservative 
counsel.  Now  watch  Hakes;  he  has 
made  an  objection  and  is  urging  it  with 
all  the  argumentative  ability  of  which 
he  is  so  complete  a  master.  The  judge 
is  evidently  inclined  to  assent  to  his 
proposition.  But  wait,  Harrison  Wright 
is  to  reply,  and  if  there  is  any  best 
lawyer  at  this  bar  this  is  the  man. 
You  can  see  that  he  feels  that  he  is 
right.  Those  black  eyes  peering  out 
from  under  his  gold  glasses  are  flash- 
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ing  fire  as  he  flails  away  at  the  posi- 
tion of  his  antagonist  and  the  seem- 
ing judicial  acquiscence,  until  an  ar- 
ray of  facts  and  authorities  are  pre- 
sented that  are  irresistible.  Now  you 
will  see  the  action  of  a  great  judge. 
Never  influenced  by  preconceived  no- 
tions or  by  vehement  language  ad- 
dressed, he  calmly  sees  the  error  and  is 
man  enough  to  acknowledge  it.  How- 
ever interesting,  we  cannot  tarry  here; 
but  before  leaving  will  take  a  peep  into 
the  bar  office,  where  wit,  hiliarity  and 
law  very  frequently  hold  high  carnival. 
Sure  enough  we  are  lucky,  for  there 
sit  among  others  Qarrick  M.  Harding, 
H^nry  M.  Hoyt  and  Byron  Nicholson, 
a  galaxy  of  brilliant  young  lawyers. 
Garrick,  I  call  him  that  because  every- 
body else  does.  He  is  named  after  that 
great  lawyer,  Garrick  Mallory.  and  has 
set  out  to  add  fame  to  the  reputation 
of  his  distinguished  prototype.  He  is 
telling  a  story,  at  which  he  is  a  great 
adept.  It  must  be  a  good  one.  for  it 
has  provoked  a  ghostly  smile  on  th^ 
face  of  Nicholson,  and  Hoyt  laughs 
immoderately.  That  oldish  gentleman 
sitting  back  there  is  Volney  P.  Max- 
well, one  of  our  most  reliable  office 
lawyers.  Not  a  muscle  of  his  face 
moves,  but  if  you  should  perchance 
see  him  on  the  street  to-morrow, 
more  than  likely  he  would  break  out 
into  a  hearty  laugh;  and  it  would  all 
be  over  the  story  to  wnlch  he  h«ts  just 
been  listening.  This  would  be  a  good 
place  to  stay,  but  time  forbids.  Out 
upon  the  street  a«ain  the  flrst  man 
we  meet  is  a  gentleman  whose  long 
gray  locks  bespeak  that  he  has  for  many 
years  passed  the  meridian.  That  is  the 
venerable  and  respected  Charles  Miner, 
the  eloquent  historian  of  Wyoming. 
His  name  will  live  so  lung  as  the  valor- 
ous deeds  of  her  noble  men  and  women 
shall  be  read  by  the  student  of  his- 
tory. You  ask  who  those  two  men  are 
so  earnestly  engaged  in  conversation. 
The  tall  man,  who  has  just  taken  a 
pinch  of  snuft.  is  Samuel  CoUings,  edi- 
tor of  the  Democratic  paper,  and  one 
of  the  most  incisive  and  able  political 
writers  of  the  State.  They  are  evident- 
ly trying  to  settle  some  question  of 
party  politics,  for  the  other  gentleman 
is  Andrew  Beaumont,  who  has  made  a 
national  reputation  in  Congress,  and 
a  man  of  undoubted  integrity  and  abil- 
ity. Dr.  Miner  comes  along;  a  very 
able  physician  and  withal  an  orator  of 
the  best  type.  Portunat-ely  we  shall 
be  able  to  get  a  look  at  another  cele- 
brity. Watch  that  humped  back  man 
as  be  approaches.    He  lives  about  four 
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miles  out,  but  is  frequently  seen  on  the 
streets  of  Wilkes-Barre.  It  is  the  Rev. 
Thomas  P.  Hunt,  who  has  electrified 
audiences  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other,  on  the  subject  of  tem- 
perance. They  call  him  "Pappy"  Hunt 
for  short,  and  he  can  tell  an  anecdote 
equal  to  the  best  of  them.  John  Butler, 
a  descendant  of  the  revolutionary 
patriots  and  one  of  our  honored  repre- 
sentative men,  is  crossing  over  on  pur- 
pose to  meet  him.  If  we  were  near 
enough  we  could  hear  some  first  class 
joking.  There  are  other  noted  people 
whom  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  point 
out— in  fact,  there,  across  the  Square, 
are  Judge  Kidder,  H.  W.  Nicholson  and 
in  another  direction  Revs.  John  Dor- 
rance,  Pearne  and  Nelson,  all  dis- 
tinguished in  their  different  ccUlings— 
but  the  stage  horn  is  blowing  and  we 
must  haste  to  take  our  departure. 

Thus  ends  these  musings— they  are 
suggestive  of  mcmy  and  conflicting 
emotions— pleasure  to  look  upon  the 
faces  of  those  who  in  the  long  ago  were 
helping  to  manage  and  move  the  des- 
tinies of  our  adored  country, — sorrow  to 
think  that  of  all  the  number  herein 
mentioned,  but  three  are  left  with  us. 
Though  gathered  to  their  fathers,  it  U 
gratifying  that  there  are  still  many  left 
who  delight  to  cherish  and  honor  their 
memory. 

£.  Merrifield, 

Scranton,  Feb.  2,  1896. 


A  PIONEER  PHYSICIAN. 

One  of  the  early  practitioners  of 
medicine  in  Wilkes-Barre  was  Dr. 
Mason  Crary,  whose  biography  has 
been  given  in  a  paper  by  Dr.  P.  C. 
Jolinson  on  the  Pioneer  Physicians  of 
Wyoming  Valley,  published  in  the  last 
volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
Historical  Society  and  of  the  Luzerne 
County  Medical  Society. 

The  following  additional  matter  has 
been  received  at  the  Record  office: 

Dr.  Mason  Crary  first  studied  for  the 
Presbyterian  ministry,  then  decided  on 
medicine. 

His  ancestor,  Peter  Crary,  the  first 
of  the  name  In  America,  was  one  of 
the  grantees  of  the  patent  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  granted  April  23,  1663. 

Dr.  Crary  was  descended  from  tha 
New  England  families  of  Gallup, 
Wheeler,  Stanton,  Lord,  Denison, 
Mason,  etc. 

In  1806  he  married  Desire  Beach, 
daughter  of  Nathan  Beach,  Esq.,  of 
Beach  Grove,  Salem  Township,  one  of 
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the  pioneers  of  Wilkes -Barre,  he,  with 
his  father  and  family,  coming  with  the 
Connecticut  settlers  In  1769,  living 
near  Fort  Durkee  previous  to  the  Wyo« 
ming  Massacre.  Nathan  Beach's 
mother.  Desire  Herrick  Beach,  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  white 
woman  to  have  crossed  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains into  this  valley. 

In  1807-08  Dr.  Crary's  father-in-law, 
Nathan  Beach,  and  Charles  Miner  rep- 
resented the  county  of  Liuzeme  in  the 
Assembly  then  sitting  at  Lancaster, 
Pa. 

The  children  of  Dr.  Crary  and  Desiro 
Beach  were  as  follows: 

Darwin,  who  studied  medicine  and 
settled  in  Hazleton. 

Beach  and  Mason,  who  settled  in 
Illinois. 

Nathan  Beach,  who  settled  in  Shick- 
shinny  and  was  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors of  that  borough. 

Ellen,  Susan  and  Hannah,  unmar- 
ried. 

About  the  molding  of  the  pills  by  the 
small  boy.  We  know  that  Dr.  Crary 
had  a  device  of  his  own  invention, 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  family, 
which  cut  off  and  molded  the  proper 
amount  without  any  contact  with  the 
hands  to  speak  of.  The  pills  were  en- 
tirely vegetable,  containing  no  calo- 
mel. 

Dr.  LfOngshore  of  Hazleton  was  not 
a  nephew,  although  I  believe  there  was 
a  remote  relationship  by  marriage 
with  the  Longshore  family. 


The  following  letter,  appearing  in  the 
Susquehanna  Democrat,  Wilkes-Barre, 
April  9,  1813,  was  addressed  by  Dr. 
Crary  to  Dr.  Erastus  Williams  of  Al- 
bany on  the  subject  of  a  prevailing 
fever.  It  may  interest  medical  men 
of  to-day: 

Salem,  Luzerne  County  Pa., 

April  6,  1813. 
Dr.  Erastus  Williams,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  observing  the  prevailing  dis- 
orders in  the  western  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  in  many  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  I  think  proper  to  com- 
municate to  you  my  observations  on 
the  subject.  The  remote  cause  maj' 
be  an  uncommon  state  of  the  atmo- 
sphere; but  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  disorder  appears  to  be  an  unusual 
state  of  the  blood  of  almost  every 
person,  which  may  predispose  the  sys- 
tem to  inflammation  in  various  parts, 
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but  most  commonly  in  the  lungrs,  or 
parts  exposed  to  the  air.  Many  feel 
symptoms  of  the  disorder  that  are  not 
connned  by  it,  and  nuuiy  are  afflicted 
with  inflamed  swellings,  which  com- 
monly discharge  acrimonious  blood, 
with  very  little  pus.  It  appears  to  me, 
that  the  blood  contains  a  less  propor- 
tion of  serum  than  In  other  seasons, 
and  the  crassamentum  of  a  thiclc  giu- 
tinous  quality  that  stagnates  in  tlie 
extreme  vessels  and  causes  inflamma- 
tions. The  greatest  number  of  cases 
appear  to  be  nearly  like  CuUen's  de- 
scription of  peripneumonia  notha,  and 
a  blood  letting  is  certainly  proper  when 
pneumonic  symptoms  are  immediately 
considerable;  but  ought  to  be  regulated 
with  Judgment  .  If  the  patient  is  too 
copiously  bled  extreme  debility  and 
putrid  symptoms  ensue.  In  some  cases 
It  appears  like  the  cynanche  maligna, 
or  putrid  sore  throat;  others  are  taken 
with  wandering  pains,  extreme  debility, 
cold  extremities,  an  dno  evident  symp- 
toms of  inflammation.  .  In  such  cases 
stimulating  and  sweating  may  be 
proper.  The  disease  requires  strict  at- 
tention, without  strictly  adhering  to 
one  systematic  rule,  but  varying  as  the 
disorder  changes   its  symptoms. 

Emetics,  cathartics,  diuretics,  tonics 
ahd  antiseptics  may  be  all  proper  to  be  - 
given  in  a  few  days.  Blisters  are  use- 
ful in  most  cases.  If  they  expectorate 
freely,  they  commonly  recover.  My 
antiseptic  family  physic  in  pills  has 
been  found  to  prevent  the  disorder  in 
all  cases  where  they  have  heen  fre- 
quently taken,  and  many  have  been  re- 
lieved by  a  single  potion. 

I  have  met  with  a  few  physicians, 
who  have  had  almost  universal  suc- 
cess, men  of  judgment  who  have  var- 
ied their  practice  according  to  the 
prevailing  symptoms,  not  carrying  any 
favorite  principle  to  an  extreme,  nor 
reducing  the  patient  as  much  as  usual 
under  the  same  symptoms. 

Others,  by  beautiful  theory,  and  ex- 
treme partiality  for  Dr.  Ruth's  copious 
blood  letting,  without  the  advantage 
of  Judgment  or  experience,  have  been 
unfortunate.  Many  others  have  stud- 
ied physic,  but  their  reading  has  been 
chiefly  conflned  to  Dr.  Brown  (of 
Edinburg).  and  him  only,  because  he 
advocated  the  sthenic  or  stimulating 
system.  Of  this  system  they  have  be- 
come more  partial  by  long  exper- 
iencing the  salutary  effects  of  ardent 
spirits  on  their  own  constitutions. 
Many  such  have  staggered  to  their  pa- 
tients and  ordered  boldly  the  patient 
to  drink  one  quart  of  brandy  during 
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the  day,  as  a  remedy  for  a  burning 
fever,  but  death  has  commonly  soon 
closed  the  acene,  and  frequently  laid 
his  wry  hand  on  the  doctor,  for  It  has 
been  most  mortal  with  the  intemperate. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  friend  and  Humble 
Servant,  MASON  CRART. 


GENEALOGICAL   HISTORY  OF   LU- 
ZERNE AND  LACKAWANNA 
COUNTIES. 

After  about  two  and  one-half  years 
in  preparation  the  Genealogical  and 
Family  History  of  Wyoming  and 
Lackawanna  Valleys  has  made  its  ap- 
pearance. It  comprises  two  handsome 
volumes  of  about  600  quarto  pages  each 
and  is  the  most  elaborate  contribution 
to  local  biography  which  we  have. 
Fully  500  sketches  of  notable  families 
or  individuals  appear  in  each  volume. 
It  is  elaborately  illustrated  with  por- 
traits, many  of  them  being  steel  en- 
gravings, though  8ome  are  half  tone  re- 
productions of  photographs.  The  steel 
plates  are  full  page  and  are  hand- 
somely executed.  The  work  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  Wyoming  Historical  and 
Geological  Society,  the  statement  being 
made  that  without  the  aid  of  its  librar- 
ian, library  anJ  members  the  work 
would  not  have  been  undertaken.  The 
title  page  indicates  that  the  work  was 
prepared  under  the  editorial  supervis- 
ion of  Rev.  Horace  Edwin  Hayden,  M. 
A.,  librarian  of  the  Wyoming  Historical 
and  Geological  Society,  Honorable 
Alfred  Hand.  M.  A.,  of  the  Scranton 
bench,  and  John  W.  Jordan,  L.L..  D.,  the 
librarian  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania.  Rev.  Mr.  Hayden  de- 
sires it  stated  that  although  a  great 
many  of  the  articles  bear  his  initials, 
they  were  not  prepared  by  him,  but 
that  the  initials  indicate  that  the 
articles  had  his  editorial  supervision.  It 
is  also  fair  to  say  that  this  use  of  his 
initials  does  not  make  him  responsible 
for  the  mere  diction  of  the  personel 
portion  of  these  narratives,  his  re- 
sponsibility terminating  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  genealogical  matter.  In 
the  preparation  of  the  work  the  pub- 
lishers have  observed  the  utmost  care. 
If  In  instances  a  narrative  is  incom- 
plete or  faulty,  the  shortcoming  is 
ascribable  to  the  paucity  of  data  fur- 
nished, many  families  being  without 
exact  records  of  their  family  line.  In 
all  cases  the  sketch  has  been  submit- 
ted to  the  subject  or  his  representa- 
tives for  correction  and  upon  him  resta 
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the  ultimate  responsibility.  No  eulogies 
of  the  living  are  given. 

The  work  is  distinctly  biographical, 
but  Volume  I  opens  with  a  page  or  two 
explanatory  of  the  purpose  of  the  his- 
toy,  including  a  portrait  of  Wyoming 
Monument.  Then  comes  a  sketch  of 
the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geologi- 
cal Society,  together  with  a  portrait  of 
its  building  and  a  picture  of  Forty  Fort 
as  it  appeared  In  Pearce's  Annals  of 
Luzerne  County.  After  this  brief  pre- 
liminary the  authors  have  plunged  at 
once  into  genealogy  and  biography, 
and  the  same  is  gone  into  with  great 
care  and  as  far  as  one  can  see  the 
sketches  are  admirably  prepared. 

The  publishers  pay  the  following 
tribute  to  Mr.  Hayden:  "Of  first  Inter- 
est and  importance  are  the  labors  of 
Mr.  Hayden,  widely  known  for  his  long 
and  active  identification  with  some  of 
the  first  historical  and  patriotic  socie- 
ties of  the  country,  his  unflagging  in- 
dustry in  the  pursuit  of  information 
drawn  at  first  hand  from  court  and 
church  archives  and.  family  records, 
and  that  ample  experience  in  their 
digestion  for  practical  use,  which  has 
afforded  him  wide  pre-eminence.  His 
work  has  been  performed  with 
conscientious  thoroughness  and  the 
first  volume  is  in  large  degree  his  own, 
comprising  the  writing  or  laborious  re- 
vision of  a  great  mass  of  genealogical 
matter  after  the  methodical  arrange- 
ment which  has  ever  characterized  his 
efforts  along  g<>nealogical  lines.  It 
must  be  especially  noticed  that  Mr. 
Hayden  has  declined  to  receive  any 
compensation  from  the  publishers  for 
his  labors." 

Volume  I  is  devoted  to  Luzerne 
County  biographies  and  Volume  H  is 
devoted  to  Lackawanna  County.  A  few 
Luzerne  County  biographies,  however, 
appear  In  Volume  H.  probably  by  way 
of  overflow.  The  discriminating  taste 
of  Judge  Hand  is  shown  all  through  the 
book.  The  volume  is  issued  by  the 
Lewis  Publishing  Company  of  New 
York  and  Chicago,  a  firm  that  haa  been 
engaged  in  this  kind  of  publishing  for 
upwards  of  thirty  years.  A  comparison 
shows  that  this  if  the  equal  of  any  of 
them,  if  not  the  superior. 

The  price  of  the  work  Is  $18  for  the 
two  volumes. 

The  Cardiff  Mail  of  July  17  states: 
Oouncillor  J.  R.  James  of  Llandovery  has 
in  his  possession  the  original  copy  of  the 
bishop's  license  dated  1740.  appointing 
William  Williams,  Pantyctlyn,  tht  hymn- 
ist  of  Walts,  to  tht  oufAoy  of  Uanwrtyd 
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and  Aber^wessyn,  at  a  salary  of  £10  per 
annum. 

Rev.  William  Williams,  the  noted  hymn- 
olffist,  has  a  monumental  church  erected 
to  his  memory  at  Landovery  and  a  mon- 
ument in  the  old  Llanbrynmair  Church 
yard  has  also  been  erected  to  his  mem- 
ory. One  of  his  noted  hymns  found  in 
hymnals  of  all  dcnoniinations  is  ''Guide 
me,  oh,  thou  srreat  Jehovah." 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  July  16. — Judge  Cross 
in  the  United  States  Court  to-day  sen- 
tenced Lugl  Zembino,  an  Italian  coun- 
terfeiter, to  six  years  In  State  prison. 
Zembino  was  one  of  a  number  of 
counterfeiters  operating  In  and  about 
New  York  and  Hoboken.  The  spurious 
money  was  made  in  Italy  and  brought 
over  here  by  Zembino  and  disposed  of. 


THE  OLD  ACADEMY. 

The  following  verses  on  the  Old 
Academy,  a  noted  institution  of  learn- 
ing, that  stood  on  the  Public  Square, 
nearly  a  century  ago,  were  written  by 
Samuel  H.  Lynch,  and  were  published 
in  the  Leader  about  ten  years  ago,  and 
are  herewith  reprinted  as  a  contribu- 
tion to  the  early  history  of  the  city: 

••As  down  the  stream  of  time  I  swiftly  go. 
Oft  do  I  find  me  in  an  eddy's  flow, 
Which     bears    me     back   along     youth's 

sunny  shore. 
And  makes  the  stream  Seem  swifter  than 

before." 
Once  on  a  time  in  lyghteen-thirty-two 
When  joys   were  plenty  and  when  cares 

were  few 
When    Hope's    bright    pinions    swept    all 

clouds  away, 
And  life  to  me  was  on%  unclouded  day, 
I  found  myself,  a  youth  both  small  and 

spare. 
Seated  in  school  upon  the  Public  Square. 
How  clear  fond  mem'ry  brings  the  scene 

to  view. 
The  desks,  the  scholars,  and  the  master. 

too. 
Seated    on    high    upon    his    splint-backed 

chair 
Behind    his    desk,    he    heard    the    classes 

there. 
S>metlmes    a    culprit    was    compelled    to 

stand 
Close  to  his  majesty,  hold  out  his  hand 
To  meet   his  doom,   and  en   his   palm   to 

hear 
That    punishment   e'en   mercy   could    not 

spare. 
But  oft  the  sentence  would  the  rather  be, 
"Go  to  your  seat  and  learn  your  'jogra- 

phy.'  " 
He  ruled  by  love,  made  every  duty  plain. 
Was  kind  to  all,  his  name  was  •'Cliamber- 

Jain." 
The  ten  plate  stovo  with  ovtn  Urgt  and 

wldt 
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Extending  through  the  stove  from  side  to 

side. 
As  well  adapted  for  a  roast  of  pork 
As  thawing  inkstands  that  were  made  cf 

cork. 
Which,   when  they  burst,  as  they  would 

nftf-n   do. 
Would   make  a   most   delicious,    fragrant 

stew : 
Not  quite  so  fragrant  as  the  new  mown 

bay. 
But   much   more   pungent   on   a   winter's 

day. 
The  verv  books  in  use  renumbered  well: 
From     "Webster's     Spelling     Book"     we 

learned  to  spell. 
And  e'en  to  read,  for  there  were  fables. 

too. 
Which  to  our  mental  vision  always  true. 
Had  each  a  moral,  and  a  picture  crude 
To  illustrate  the  truth  in  ev*ry  attitude. 
Then  "Murray,"  with  the  "English  Read- 
er" came, 
Goldsmith   and    Blair  and    other   men   of 

fame 
Here  reproduced  in  purest  B>nglish  prose 
And  poetry,   to  test  the  skill  of  those 
Who.    when    in    parsing    would    the    lines 

transpose 
To  find  the  verb  most  active  of  the  three. 
Or  passive,  neuter,  as  the  case  might  be. 
The  parts  of  speech,  the  nouns  and  pro- 
nouns, lest 
They   might   not  always   stand   the   final 

test 
The   application   of   Old   Murray's   rule. 
And     not   agree,     in    that     distinguished 

school 
In  num<ber,  person,  as  he  says  they  must. 
We  boys  agreed  the  study  dry  as  dtist. 
Within     those    ancient     walls     imparting 

knowledge 
From  A.  B.  C  to  fitting  bo3rs  for  college. 
No  pens  of  steel  were  known,  or  then  in 

use. 
But  simply  quills  from  o»it  some  farmer's 

goose,' 
Which,  cut  and  fashioned  by  the  master's 

skill. 
Did   all   the  writing  for  both   "Jack   and 

Jill" 
From  copies  set  to  guide  the  pupil's  hand 
Long  ere  we  heard  or' knew  of  "Master 

Rand:" 
And  I  remember  how  intensely  then 
We  bowed  oi!rselves  and   struggled   with 
that  pen. 
With  tongue  protruding  and  each  pupil's 

face 
Writhing  In  concert  with  a  broad  grimace, 
As  if  the  writer  using  pen  and  ink 
To  follow  copy  would  the  moral  drink. 
And   ne'er  forget,  believing  every  word 
"The  p<>n  is  mightier,   mightier  than  the 

sword." 
Thus  did  our  teachers  sentiments  instill. 
Or   try  to.   through    the  medium  of  that 

quill. 
And     we  had   "DaboU"     for  our    mathe- 
matics 
And   "Blake's  Philosophy^'  for  Hydrosta- 
tics: 
The  former  taught  us  figures  never  lie. 
As  we  would  add.  subtract,  and  multiply; 
The  latter,  conversational  the  while. 
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Gave    ufl  our     "phyalca"   In  a     pleasing 

style. 
And    we    had    "Woodbridge"    then,    with 

••Atlas."  too, 
I>eBcrlptlve    of  the    earth,   our     interest 

grew 
As  this  we  studied,  for  It  save  us  all 
At   that   time   known   of   this   terrestrial 

ball. 
And  then  for  History  we  studied  "Hale," 
That  Is  the  history  within  the  pale 
Of  our  United  States.    For  ancient  lore 
And   higher  branches,   we  n>ust  go   next 

door. 
And  climb  for  fame  up  second  story  stairs 
Where  we  all  thought  the  pupils  put  on 

aJrs, 
But  when  In  course  of  time  we  got  there. 

too. 
We   wondered    how   we   ever    thought   It 

true. 
The    "Upper    School,"    as    It    was    called 

those  days. 
Was  somewhat  better  In   Its   means  and 

ways. 
Tor  there  the  bojrs  and  girls  were  older, 

and  the  floor 
P>xtended  to  the  rostrum   from   th*»  door. 
The  desks  along  each  window  lighted  side, 
Leaving    the    centre    quite    unoccupied. 
Save  for  the  old  wood  stoves,  in  number, 

two. 
Which     In    the     winter,    fed    with     wood 

which  grew 
On   the   surrounding   hills,   gave   grateful 

heat 
IMffuslng  comfort  to  the  farthest  seat. 
But  what  with  Oreck,  and  Latin,  and  re- 
nown 
The    school    considered    best    In    this    old 

town 
Was  occupied  with  Females  on  the  right. 
And  Males  upoon  the  left,  so  It  was  quite 
A  trial  of  our  courage,  when  the  day  came 

round 
That  all  the  orators  by  law  were  bound 
To  mount  the  stage  and  make  their  bow. 
And  ''speak  a  piece"  the  best  that  they 

knew  how. 
Facing  the  school,  and  worst  of  all,   the 

girls 
With   eyes  of  black  or   blue,   entrancing 

curls. 
All    staring   at   you,    and    your    blushing 

tace 
And  trembling  limbs  to  add  to  your  dis- 
grace. 
And  voice  so  weak,  and  memory  wander- 
ing far 
As  yt)u  proclaimed  "My  voice  is  still  for 

war." 
Or  "My  name  Is  Norval,  on  the  Grampian 

Hills 
My  father  feeds  his  flocks,"  while  the  cold 

chills 
Are  running  down  your  spine  enough  to 

freeze 
Tour  blood,  and  your  weak  knees 
Are  knocking  'srainst  each  other 
TTntll   you    really   do   not   know    the   one 

from  tother. 
And  growing  desperate  with  shame  and 

rage. 
You  scrape  your  foot  and  stumble  from 

the  stage. 
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Ou  Satui-day  another  trial  came. 
To  read  a  composition  weak  and  lame: 
•Twas  easy  work  to  write  a  lot  of  staff 
Reflecting  on  tlie  master,  who  was  rou^h 
At  times,  and  we  boys  didn't  like  him, 
And  this  was  all  the  way  we  had  to  strike 

him.  .  „ 

On     one   occasion,    the     boys   were     well 

atvare  . 

That  one  among  us  had  composed   with 

A  composition,  which  when  it  was  read. 
Would  bring  down  vengeance  on  his  guilty 

head,  ^  ,  ^     .  .. 

But  canning  the  result,  in  fear  and  doubt 
When   time   was   called,    his   courage   all 

oozed  out, 
••I'm  not  prepared,"  he  said,  with  guilty 

And  hid  his  manuscript  within  his  book. 
But  expectation   was  on  tip   toe  now. 
And   disappointed   of  a   coming  row. 
The  boys  proclaimed  his  falsehood  to  the 

school  

And  our  poor  author  looked  e  en  like  a 

No  niercy  did  they  show,  no  not  a  bit. 
"We  know  he  has  a  composition  writ, 
"For  we  have  seen  it  with  our  very  eyes, 
"And   when    he   says   he   hasn't   then   he 

The  master  bade  him  read  it,   then  and 

there, 
But  "Charley,"*  with  a  wild  and  vacant 

stare. 
Bat  silent  as  a  victim  of  despair. 
"Will    you    obey    me.    sir?"    the    master 

cries, 
And  from  his  old  armchair  we  see  him 

rie* 
While  anger  to  subdue  he  vainly  tries. 
And     rushing  down     with   eager,     hasty 

He  seized  the  poker  which  lay  Just  beside 
The  ten  plate  stove,  'twas  long  and  stout, 
A  blow  from  that  would  lay  the  culprit 

out. 
And  springing  up  upon  the  bench  above. 
He  looked  the  picture  of  avenging  Jove. 
When  raising  high   the   weapon  o'er  his 

head 
Afi  though  determined  he  would  strike  him 

dead. 
The  school  transfixed  with  terror  turned 
In  sawing  off  the  steeple  posts  at  night, 
A  deed  that  was  too  evil  In  the  lisrht. 
And  pulled  it  down  to  let  the  people  know 
How  far  malicious  mischief  then  could  go. 
What  pleasure  they  could  find  'twas  hard 

to  see. 
Save  vent  their  spite  on  the  Academy. 
Now   in   our  school  dasrs.   holidays  were 

rare^ 
So  few.  that  to  our  minds  'twas  hardly 

fair. 
But  half  a  day  on  Saturday  each  week 
Whether  we  studied  A.  B.  C,  or  Greek, 
"Old  Michael"  kept  us  up  to  time  qult*% 

well, 
At  nine  o'clock  and  two  he  rang  the  bell 
On  the  Old  Church  that  stood  across  the 

way. 
And  made  us  scurry  when   we  were  at 

play. 
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We  mlffht  be  playinsr  mumblypeflr  or  bedl, 
He  had  no  sympathy  with  us  at  all. 
And  so   we  ran  for  school   with   hardly 

breath 
TV)  cry  out  "Give  me  Liberty  or  Give  me 

Death!" 
To  sit  in  school  upon  a  sununer  day 
And  watch  the  flies  above  our  heads  at 

play, 
Darting    athwart  a    sunbeam  back    and 

forth, 
Playin^r  at   tas   for   all   that   they   were 

worth, 
As  if  to  tantalize  our  bein^r  there 
And  sittins:  still,  while  they  were  free  as 

air 
Would  cause  what  little  minds  we  young- 
sters hadi 
To  wander  o'er  the  meadows,  flower  clad. 
And  listen  to  the  birds,  the  cheerful  clink 
Of  one  we  always  loved,  the  Bobolink, 
And  see  him  raise  in  varied  colored  coat 
From   out   the  grass,   and  in  the  air  to 

float, 
Then  settle  down  upon  some  slender  reed 
And  swing  himself,  was  liberty  indeed. 
But  who  in   summer,  when  the  air  was 

hot. 
Does  like  the  school  house,  or  does  like 

It  not? 
But  loves  sweet  liberty  in  which  to  roam 
Along  the  river  marafn  near  his  home. 
And  listen  to  the  birds  in  sweetest  song, 
And  have  some  boon  companion  go  along 
To  chase  the  rabbits,  or  to  flght  the  bees. 
To  steal  a  boat  and  sail  on  inland  seas, 
Mayhay  to  flsh  or  else  a  swimming  go. 
That  wouldn't  do  it  I  should  like  to  know. 
80  playing  "hookey"  often  was  our  will. 
Though  knowing  well  the  penalty,  yet  still 
When  weighed  and  balanced  with  fun  that 

led  it. 
We  always  found  a  margin  to  our  credit 
The   punishment   ne'er  thought   of   while 

we   roam, 
But    the  reminder  came    when  we    got 

home. 
And   then   again,    when   we   got   back   to 

school, 
80  twice  we  got  a.  licking  as  a  rule. 
Yet   notwithstanding  all,    we   still   would 

do  it 
Time   and   again,   though   well   we   knew 

we'd   rue   it. 
Some    from    this    school    went    forth    to 

carve  a  name 
High  on   the   Temple  of  their  Country's 

fame: 
Still   others,   ore   they  left   to   enter  life. 
Had  carved  their  name  with  an  old  "Bar- 
low knife** 
Upon     the    desk    or     bench,    without     a 

thought  or  care 
Of  youthful  folly  who  had  placed  it  there. 
As  others,  too.  we  must  not  overlook 
Inscribed    their   name   in   some   old   dog- 
eared book,^ 
l>eavlng  a  guide-board  on  the  title  page 
To  point  a  moral  for  the  coming  age. 
In    this    sententious    warning,    terse    and 

brief. 
Inscribed  In  crabbed  hand  on  the  fly-leaf: 
"Steal  not  this  book,  my  honest  triend, 
"For  fear  the  'gallus'  be  your  end. 
*'And  if  my  nam«  you  wish  to  •«« 
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'Look  at  page  sixty- three.*' 

Then  closed  the  book  and  left  it  to  its 

fate. 
Shut  out  from  sight  and  mem'ry  from  that 

date. 
Like  some  old  friend  of  whom  I  set  great 

Btoore, 
Returned    to    greet   me    from    a    foreign 

shore. 
So  does  the  past  come  back;  again  I  see 
The  Public  Square  as  then  it  used  to  be. 
With  Church  and  Court  House  and  Acad- 
emy: 
The  market  house  with  rows  of  hooks  and 

sUll, 

away 
And  hid  their  €3res  upon  that  fecurful  fray 
Until  they  hear  a   voice  as  thunder-like 
Cry   out   quite   tragic,    *'9trike,    Silvester, 

strike!" 
This   brought   the   house  down,   and   the 

master,  too. 
And   our  respect   for   "Oharley"    quickly 

grew 
As  we  acknowledged  he  had  won  the  day. 
Though  after  school  the  master  bade  him 

stay. 
The  ways  of  boys  and  girls  in  school  to- 
gether. 
While  Human  Nature,  Just  the  same  as 

ever. 
Revealed  Itself  in  many  curious  ways. 
One  of  which  was  that  in  those  halcyon 

dajrs 
A  Postofflce,  which,  as  we  now  recall. 
Was  simply  carried  on  within  the  wall 
Of  the  old  Meeting  House  across  the  way 
By  working  hard  when  they  were  out  at 

play 
In     digrglng  out  a    stone,   thus    leaving 

space 
Fdr    notes  and     letters— 'twas  a     secret 

place 
Known  to  but  few,  but  that  they  knew  it 

well. 
Both  boys  and  girls,  it  was  not  hard  to 

tell 
And  many  a  love  note,  not  left  long  alone. 
Was  thus  conveyed  from  out  that  wall  of 

stone. 
The  boys  were  full  of  mischief  then,  as 

now. 
And  many  a  trick  they  played,  and  many 

a  row. 
Some  teachers  were  so  heartily  disliked 
That    had    they    been    a   cannon,    thejr'd 

been  spiked. 
But  being  only  made  of  common  clay. 
The  boys  devised   to  annoy  them  every 

way 
That  deviltry  suggested,  one  of  which 
To  hide  the  ruler  or  to  bum  the  switch. 
Encouraged  by  success,  they  farther  went 
And  to  blockade  the  door  much  time  was 

spent 
To  keep  him  out,  but  this  was  not  enough. 
They   filled   the   oven   of   the   stove   with 

snuff. 
Which,  when  the  flres  were  lighted,  drove 

us  out 
And  put  the  whole  school  in  a  noisy  rout. 
Again  they  filled  the  stove  pipe  up  with 

wood. 
And  then  upon  the  Public  Square  they 

9tood 
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To  see  the  ending  of  their  reckless  joke 
And    thua    their    "alma    mater"    end    in 

■moke. 
But  while  they  waited,  and  all  stood  aloof. 
One.   "Daniel  CoUinflrs."  mounted  on  the 

roof. 
While    others   pased    up    water    m    their 

palls. 
And  single  handed,  he  the  fire  aasails. 
And  put  it  out.  else  that  had  been  the  last 
Of  the  old  school,  and  memories  of  the 

past 
All  that  was  left   of  this  old   house  of 

famiei 
Once  "Oourt  House,"  "Jail."  "Academy" 

by  name. 
Again  did  mischief,   which  they  thought 

was  fun. 
Assert  itself  until  the  deed  was  done, 
The   old   Town   Pump,    its   handle,    spout 

and  all,  «  ^ 

And  never  can  forget  the  taste  or  smell 
Of  the  foul  water  from  that  ancient  well. 
The  school   is  gone  from  off   the   Public 

Square, 
And  of  the  boys  and  girls  once  gathered 

there. 
How  few  are  left  to  reminisce  with  me 
Tfie  glories  of  the  old  Academy. 

THE  TEIACHBRS  FROM   ISaO. 

First  Noah  Webster's  son  began  his  rule. 
Then     "Chamberlln"     succeeded     to     the 

school. 
The  next  in  order  to  assume  the  part 
Was  one,  the  father  of  Professor  Hart, 
The  next  that  I  remember,   too  anon. 
Was  one  who  ruled  by  might,  his  name, 

St.  John; 
And  many  will  remember  one  e'en  now. 
That  faithful  teacher,  Jeremiah  Dow. 
Within     the     higher     school,     imparting 

knowledge. 
Was.  Dr.  Orton,  fitting  boys  for  sollege; 
And  Daniel  UUman,  whom  I  often  saw, 
Was  afterwards  distinguished  in  the  law. 
Then    followed    Siewers,    Dickinson    went 

past. 
Then  Dana,  who  not  least,  at  least  was 

last. 
For  my  own  pleasure.   In  this  way  I've 

tried 
To   see  the  Old   Academy  diverslfled, 
And  hope  the  others,  as  f  have  expected. 
Be  also  pleased  to  see  It  resurrected. 

*The  late   Judge   Waller  of  Honesdale, 
Pa. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  MEETING. 

[Dally  Record,  Feb.  12,  1907.] 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Wyoming 
Historical  and  Geological  Society  was 
held  last  evening,  ftev.  Dr.  Jones,  vice 
president,  presiding  and  offering  prayer. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

President — Major  Irving  A.  Steams. 

Vice  presidents — Rev.  Henry  L. 
Jones.  Dr.  Lewis  H.  Taylor,  •Dr.  Levi 
I.  Shoemaker,  *Dorrance  Reynolds. 
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Corresponding  secretary  and  librar- 
ian— ^Rev.  Horace  U.  Uayden. 

Recording  secretary — Sidney  R.  Mi- 
ner. 

Treasurer — *  Charles  W.  Blxby. 

Trustees — A.  F.  Derr,  Edward  Welles, 
Richard  Sharpe,  H.  H.  Ashley.  ^Andrew 
Hunlock. 

Curator  of  archaology — Christopher 
Wren. 

Curator  of  numismatics — Rev.  H.  E. 
Hayden. 

Curator  of  mlnerology — ^William  R. 
Ricketts. 

Curator  of  paleontology — ^Joshua  L. 
Welter. 

Curator  of  paleobotany  —  William 
Griffith. 

Historiographer — ♦Dr.  F.  C.  Jchnson. 

The  ♦  indicates  new  officers. 

Messrs.  George  S.  Bennett  and  H.  H. 
Ashley  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  minute  on  the  death  of  S.  L. 
Brown. 

Frank  Sturdevant  Stone  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Miss  Ernestine  Kachlln,  as- 
sistant librarians,  were  elected  to  mem- 
bership, ajid  Mrs.  Sarah  Covell  (Maf- 
fet)  Sievens  to  life  membership. 

The  treasurer.  Dr.  F.  C.  Johnson,  re- 
ported dues  collected  11,195;  received 
from  county  commissioners,  $200;  from 
interest  on  Investments,  ^1,150;  life 
memberships,  $400. 

Expenditures:  Salaries.  |1,52S: 
books,  1100;  telephone,  |80;  shelves, 
125;  printing,  |260;  cataloging,  |390; 
postage.  |26;  binding,  $76;  stationery. 
S46:  Insurance.  $50;  interest   $50. 

Rev.  H.  E.  Hayden  submitted  his  re- 
port as  librarian     and     corresponding 
secretary  as  follows: 
Mr.   President: 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you 
the  forty-ninth  annual  report  of  this  so- 
ciety for  the  year  1906. 

During  that  period  the  work  of  the  so- 
ciety has  steadily  grown  in  all  directions. 
Its  prosperity  is  manifest,  but  this  growth 
begins  to  outstrip  the  means  In  hand  to 
systemlze  and  utilise  it. 

Durng  the  year  from  Jan.  1.  1906,  to 
Jan.  1.  1907.  seven  meetings  were  hel4  In 
the  rooms  for  purposes  connected  with 
our  work.  At  the  meeting  of  Jan.  12,  1906. 
I.  W.  Ingham  of  Sugar  Run.  Pa.,  read  an 
interesting  paper  on  "Olden  times  in 
Bradford  County,  Pennsylvania,"  which 
we  will  publish  in  the  next  annual  vol- 
ume. On  Feb.  21  a  meeting  of  the  trustees 
was  held  to  postpone  the  annual  meeting 
to  March  9,  owing  to  the  illness  of  our 
president.  Judge  Stanley  Woodward.  At 
the  meeting  of  Mcu^ch  9  the  postponed 
annual  meeting  of  the  society,  the  an- 
nual reports  were  made,  the  annual  elec- 
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tlon  of-  of  fleers  took  place,  and  resolu- 
tions of  sympathy  with  our  dying  presi- 
dent were  passed.  Ttie  trustees  were 
called  together  again  on  March  30  to  take 
action  relative  to  the  deatli  of  our  presi- 
dent, the  last  of  our  founders,  who  died 
on  March  ^,  1M)6. 

In  April  a  large  meeting  was  held  in 
tho  rooms  under  the  auspices  of  the  so- 
ciety for  the  superintendents,  inspectors 
and  foremen  of  the  Liehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.  mines,  with  an  atte<ndance  of  100, 
when  J.  Bennett  Smith  gave  an  instruc- 
tive address  on  "Coal  lands  and  mining." 

NEW  PRESIDKiNT  Ett^ECTTEiD. 

The  Octot>er  meeting,  held  on  the  2«th 
of  that  month,  adopted  the  resolutions 
pa.9sed  by  the  trustees  in  the  spring  in 
memory  of  our  late  president.  Judge 
Woodward,  and  elected  Maj.  Irving  Ariel 
Stearns  to  fill  the  vacant  presidency,  and 
Dorranco  Reynolds,  Eisq.,  to  be  fourth 
vice  president  In  the  place  of  Rev.  Fran- 
cis Hodge,  D.  JJ.,  deceased.  At  this 
meeting  Dr.  Frederick  Corss  read  a  paper 
on  "The  Ashley-Wren  glacier  rock  of 
Plymouth  Mountain,"  a  tine  piece  of 
which  rock  was  on  exhibition.  We  expect 
to  place  in  front  of  the  building  in  the 
spring  a  large  block  of  this  stone  three 
feet  square.  This  paper  will  also  appear 
In  the  annual  volume. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Dec. 
7,  when,  after  the  election  of  memibers 
«nd  other  routine  work,  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  and  an  illustrated  address  by 
Ew  B.  Wilson  of  the  Scranton  Correspon- 
dence School  on  "The  drainage  of  coal 
mines  in  Great  Britain  and  Mexico"  was 
listened  to  by  fully  100  inspectors,  su- 
perintendents and  foremen  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.  mines.  You  will  notice 
that  two  such  meetings  were  held  this 
past  year  In  the  rooms  under  the  direction 
of  the  society  for  lectures  to  those  inter- 
ested in  the  mining  of  coal  and  other 
geological  subjects.  To  these  the  public 
was  invited.  This  was  the  third  lecture 
ff  this  kind  in  fifteen  months.  Others 
are  projected  for  the  present  year.  E.  B. 
Wilson  generously  honorc>d  us  with  his 
stereoptican  lecture  in  place  of  H.  H. 
Stock,  who  was  prevented  from  being 
present  by  Illness,  and  who  will  deliver 
^is  lecture  on  coal  mining  in  April. 

LACK  OF  HISTORICAL  PAPEIRS. 
I  call  your  attention,  Mr.  President,  to 
the  fact  that  at  the  various  regular  meet- 
ings of  this  society  Just  reported,  only  two 
^ere  held  to  listen  to  addresses  or  pai>ers 
on  the  subjects  which  this  ociety  repre- 
ents.    It  is  largely  on  historical  and  geo- 
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logical  papers  read  before  us  that  the 
publishinflT  coromJttee  must  depend  (or  the 
Issue  of  our  annual  volume.  This,  taken 
with  a  statement  that  the  publlahinff 
con»mlttee  did  not  issue  a  volume  of  pro- 
ceedings in  the  past  jrear,  is  a  marked 
indication  of  the  fact  that  this  society  is 
errowing^  beyond  its  means.  That  the  fi- 
nancial condition  and  the  clerical  force  of 
the  society  are  not  adequate  to  its  proper 
work  ns  a  public  institution. 

It  is  very  difficult,  without  seeing  It,  to 
appreciate  the  actual  work  of  this  so- 
ciety, simply  in  its  library,  open  as  it  Is, 
to  the  public  every  day  In  the  week  from 
1€  a.  m.  to  5  and  6  p.  m.  The  splendid 
Osterhout  Free  library,  with  86,000  books, 
has  a  staff  of  nine  persons,  skilled  work- 
ers, all  fully  occupied.  The  Historical  So- 
ciety, with  nearly  18,000  voliunes  In  its 
library,  45,000  specimens  in  its  cabinets, 
and  6,000  visitors  annually,  has  a  working 
staff  of  two  persons  only,  all  fully  occu- 
pied, viz.»  the  librarian  and  the  assistant 
librarian. 

GREAT   VOLUME   OF  WORK. 

The  work  of  the  librarian  alone,  if 
properly  attended  to.  is  sufficient  to  keep 
that  officer  constantly  busy  throughout 
the  day.  His  additional  work  as  corres- 
ponding secretary  is|  equally  extensive. 
His  correspondence  could  be  easily  and 
movt  profitably  doubled  to  the  great  en- 
richment of  the  library  by  soliciting  gifts 
and  exchanges  of  books  as  is  done  in 
most  successful  libraries,  but  the  duties 
of  the  two  offices,  filled,  as  they  are,  by 
one  person,  must  be  greatly  circumscribed, 
especially  when  other  offices,  namely,  his- 
toriagrapher,  editor  and  general  curator 
also  demand  his  time,  and  thus  the  prog- 
ress of  the  society  Is  also  hindered. 

Much  relief  was  given  to  the  corres- 
pond secretary  and  librarian  during  the 
past  two  years  by  the  employment  of  a 
trained  cataloger,  whose  salary  was  met 
largely  by  special  gifts  from  members  of 
the  society.  For  a  period  of  twenty-two 
months,  from  September,  1904.  to  Febru- 
ary, 1906,  Miss  Clare  W.  Bragg,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Pratt  IJbrary  School,  filled  suc- 
cessfully that  position,  resigning  in  Jan- 
uary. 1906,  only  to  accept  a  call  to  a  larger 
field  as  chief  cataloger  of  the  Worcester, 
Mass.,  Free  I^brcry.  M4ss  Susan  C.  Foot, 
another  Pratt  graduate,  was  then  en- 
gaged for  the  remaining  six  months  of 
Miss  Bragg's  time,  whose  work  was 
equally  as  well  and  faithfully  done,  was 
necessarily  suspended  by  the  exhaustion 
of  the  funds  given  for  that  purpose,  on 
July  81,  1906.  Indeed,  the  donations  of  the 
members  u£  the  society  fell  short  of  the 
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ad€»iuate  rof»t  by  9lo0,  which  was  neoM- 
■arily  taken  from  the  current  funds  of  the 
vocletjr. 

Tht-  work  of  tho5e  cauIcgerM  covers  the 
acoeasion  of  1<K000  books  and  1.000 
pamphlets,  and  making  a  card  catalog  of 
the  entire  historical  and  fireologrlcal  li- 
brary, exoeptinir  the  United  States  public 
depository  books  of  6,000  volumes.  The 
accessioning  of  the  library,  requiring  the 
recordiniT  of  each  volume  slngrly  by  name, 
author,  slse.  date  and  origin,  covers  the 
basis  of  our  insurance  valuation,  and  in 
case  of  Are  Iwcomes  the  voucher  for  any 
losa  to  the  library. 

RAPID  GROWTH  OP  LJBRARY. 

This  Is  a  work  that  must  be  continuous, 
as  the  library  grows  by  annual  additions 
of  1,000  or  more  books  and  pamphlet^. 
During  the  past  six  months  this  acces- 
sioning has  fallen  on  the  librarian  in  ad- 
dition to  his  other  duties,  because  the 
Income  of  the  society  is  not  sufflclent 
to  cotrer  the  engagement  of  a  skilled 
cataloiT^  fbr  the  purpose,  it  being  trained 
port  that  he  has  received  during  the  past 
the  librarian  may  be  obtained  by  the  re- 
yoar  2,000  volumes  and  pamphlets,  of 
service. 

Some  idea  of  this  work  thus  laid  on 
which  l,a0O  are  additions  to  the  library; 
he  has  himself  accessioned  during  the 
past  six  months  700  volunves;  he  has  re- 
ceived during  the  year  ending  to-day  602 
letters  and  communications;  he  has  writ- 
ten -170  letters,  mailed  750  notices  of  meet- 
inirs,  600  bills  for  dues,  expressed  100  pack- 
ages for  books,  and  in  the  enforced  ab- 
sence of  the  treasurer  seekinsr  restoration 
to  health,  he  has  called  on  100  members 
to  collect  their  dues. 

laNDOWHOONT  NE7EDSDD. 

This  brings  us  to  the  question  of  finance. 
Tho  Invested  funds  of  the  society  now 
amount  to  126,000,  of  which  2S,000  are  in 
bonds  at  6  per  cent.,  and  $2,000  in  mort- 
gages at  6  per  cent.  Tlie  annual  income 
of  the  society  from  Its  endowment  and  its 
membership  is  I2.20O.  Including  tlie  $200 
annually  given  by  the  county  conunls- 
sioners,  as  per  act  of  legislature,  while 
the  growing  demands  of  the  society  can- 
not be  properly  and  fully  met  by  less 
than  $4,000  annually.  The  society  needs  at 
this  time  a  publication  fund  of  $10,000, 
the  interest  of  which  will  secure  the 
ro<eml>ers  an  annual  volume  of  proceed- 
ings; $10,000  for  a  catalog  fund,  which  will 
secure  the  coiployment  of  a  card  catalog- 
er,  and  a  binding  fund  of  $6,000.  to  secure 
the  binding  of  books  of  which  we  have 
had  less  than  twenty-five  bound  In  five 
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years.  We  have  500  volumes  awaiting  the 
Dlnder!  These  tiuKls  will  leave  us  mem- 
bership dues  suthcient  to  secure  tite 
presentation  to  the  society  of  two  or  more 
historical  papers  annually.  The  imrurian 
has  himseii:,  with  the  approval  ot  tne 
trustees,  projected  a  tund,  to  be  called. 
"I'he  geoiois;ical  lecture  fund,"  to  be  se- 
cured without  the  aid  ot  any  member  of 
the  society,  which,  when  it  reacties  ia.,000, 
will  enable  us  to  secure  an  annual  lec- 
ture from  some  scien title  source  on  some 
geological  subject  pertaining  to  our  sec- 
tion. This  fund  is  now  nearly  |{<00,  m vest- 
ed, with  the  balance  guaranteeu.  Some 
day  we  may  have  similar  funds  to  assure 
us  of  historical  papers  wortny  of  being 
printed. 

I  would  remind  you  that  when  the  cen- 
tennial of  WUkes-Barre  took  dehnite  form 
in  1906,  an  historical  committee  of  seven 
was  appointed  from  the  meoLbers  of  the 
society,  whose  duty  was  to  secure  a 
speaker  for  the  centennial.  That  com^ 
mittee,  of  which  the  librarian  was  chair- 
man. Induced  our  honored  memt>er  and 
oongressman,  Henry  W.  Palmer,  to  till 
that  important  part  of  the  program.  His 
address  at  the  opening  of  the  centennial, » 
May  10,  1906,  is  well  remembered.  Fol- 
lowing in  the  wake  of  this  centennial 
movement,  this  society,  at  its  last  annual 
meeting,  determined  to  celebrate  the  cen- 
tennial of  the  experiment  by  Judge  E^l  of 
burning  Wyoming  anthracite  coal  as  a 
domestic  fuel  and  the  semi-centennial  of 
the  founding  of  this  society,  which  falls 
on  Tuesday,  Feb.  8.  1906.  This  society  ap- 
pointed as  a  committee  to  arrange  for 
this  event,  the  president  of  the  society, 
the  trustees,  the  treasurer,  and  the  cor- 
responding and  financial  secrearies,  a 
conunittee  of  nine. 

OEXNTEINNIAL*  URGEID. 

Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  so- 
ciety, what  better  or  more  appropriate 
time  can  come  to  us  for  adding  125,000  to 
our  endowment,  making  it  160,000,  than  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  this  society  and 
the  100th  anniversary  of  Judge  Fell's  ex- 
perimient?  This  one  last  fact  is  the  main 
purpose  for  which  this  society  is  or- 
ganised and  now  exists.  The  first  min- 
utes of  the  society  show  that  it  was  or- 
ganised on  Feb.  11,  lSo8,  "to  celebrate  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  first  successful 
experiment  of  burning  anthracite  coal  In 
an  open  grate  in  Wyoming  by  Judge  Jesse 
Fell."  It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  this 
society  should  promptly  take  steps  to 
make  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  of 
this  event  a  successful  fact. 
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STATE  APPROPRIATION. 
When  the  present  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania assembled  in  January,  I  sent, 
with  the  approval  of  our  president  and 
trustees,  to  our  senator  and  representa- 
tives, both  members  of  this  society,  an 
appeal  for  State  aid,  in  the  shape  of  an 
appropriation  of  $20,000  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  this  society  for  the  future.  The 
State  has  thus  in  former  years  most  lib- 
erally aided  all  the  similar  societies  in 
Philadelphia.  In  a  letter  dated  Jan.  27, 
1907,  addressed  to  the  corresponding  sec- 
retary, regretting  his  absence  In  Cali- 
fornia, our  president  says:  'I  note  that  a 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  society 
at  the  last  annual  meeting  to  take  up  the 
question  of  celebrating  a  semi-centennial 
on  Feb.  11,  1908.  I  certainly  trust  that 
they  have  taken  hold  of  this  matter  in 
earnest  and  will  make  the  annivarsary 
the  success  that  the  society  deserves.  I 
have  realized  that  in  order  to  place  the 
society  on  a  proper  footing  and  to  insure 
its  future  success,  quite  a  large  amount 
of  money  will  be  required.  While  per- 
sonally 1  am  willing  to  do  everything  in 
my  power  to  accomplish  this  object,  I  feel 
that  it  is  not  only  lncuml>ent  upon  you 
and  me  to  work  for  that  end,  but  for 
every  officer  of  the  society,  and  every 
mrember  of  the  board  of  trustees  to  use 
every  effort  in  their  power  to  accom- 
plish the  same.    Irving  A.  Stearns." 

MlEAfeERSHIPS. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  lost  a 
number  of  our  valued  members  by  death, 
vis:  Our  honored  president,  Hon.  Stanley 
Woodward;  our  trustee,  Samuel  K 
Brown;  two  life  members,  Col.  Misha  A. 
Hancock  and  Lieut.  Joseph  Wright 
Graeme,  U.  S.  N.,  and  two  resident  mem- 
bers, Robert  Baur  and  Albert  H.  Kipp. 

The  last  annual  report  showed  a  mem^ 
bershlp  in  the  society  of  832,  vis:  L«lfe 
members,  129;  resident  members,  203.  The 
life  membership  list  has  been  augmented 
by  sixteen  names,  of  these  six  were 
transferred  from  the  resident  list,  six 
were  placed  there  by  the  trustees,  namely 
our  four-founders,  Capt.  James  P.  Den- 
nis, Hon.  Henry  M,  Hoyt.  Col.  John  B. 
Oonyngham  and  Hon.  Stanley  Woodward, 
all  deceased,  and  our  two  benefactors. 
Gen.  William  Sterling  Ross  and  Isaac  S. 
Osterhout.  Four  others  have  been  added 
as  new  members.  The  present  life  mem- 
bership list,  including  Ave  subscriptions 
due  at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  num- 
bers 140. 
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TABLETTB  PLACBD. 

One  year  a«o  the  trustees  invited  Mrs. 
John  C.  Phelps  and  Qeorire  8.  Bennett  to 
erect  on  the  front  of  the  building  under 
the  window  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of 
Francis  Blocum  the  "lost  sister  of  Wyo- 
mlng*."  The  trustees  reserved  the  place 
at  the  front  door  opposite  the  Butler  tab- 
let for  a  military  hero.  The  Slocum  tab- 
let, a  beautiful  piece  of  art  made  by 
Paul  Tabaret  A  Co.  of  New  York  City, 
was  placed  on  the  wall  durinir  the  sum- 
mer. 

The  trustees  a^ln  in  October,  ISOC,  In- 
vited the  Dorrance  family  to  erect  a 
tablet  on  the  front  of  the  building  oppo- 
site the  Butler  tablet  to  the  n^mory  of 
Lieut.  Col.  George  Dorrance,  who  com- 
manded the  right  win?  under  Ool.  Nathan 
Dennison  of  the  American  forces  at  Wyo- 
ming, July  S,  1778,  was  wounded  and  cap- 
tured, and  the  next  day  slain  by  the  In- 
dians. This  InTitatlon  has  been  promptly 
accepted  by  his  ^reat  grandson,  Benjamin 
Dorrance  of  Dorranceton  and  the  tablet 
will  soon  completed  and  placed. 

ADDmONB  TO  EXHlBITSw 
The  art  gallery  of  the  society  had  been 
enriched  by  the  addition  of  a  large  sepia 
drawing  of  the  town  of  Wllkes-Barre  in 
1839  by  G.  W.  I^each,  Jr.,  which  had  been 
bougrht  by  the  trustees  and  especial  by 
a  fine  old  oil  portrait  of  Nathan  Beach, 
esquire,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Wyo- 
ming, a  Wyoming  Revolutionary  soldier 
and  one  of  the  largrest  property  holders  in 
the  valley.  TTiis  was  presented  by  his 
great  granddaughtw.  B«rs.  William  Mur- 
ray Alexander. 

Some  interesting  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  cabinets,  among  them  four- 
teen domestic  pieces,  such  as  an  old  iron 
griddle  and  an  old  Dutch  oven  with  cover, 
scales,  candle  sticks,  snuffers  drinking 
cup,  etc..  belonging  to  Lieut.  Slisha 
Blackman.  one  of  the  survivors  of  the 
massacre,  presented  by  Hon.  H.  B.  Plumb, 
his  descendant  Amon^  the  additions 
are  also  a  baronfir  or  steel  sword  used  by 
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the  Morros  of  the  Philippines,  a  large 
and  -  fine  linen  napkin  from  the  Cristobal 
Colon,  one  of  the  Spanish  ships  destroyed 
at  Santiago.  It  is  marked  with  the  mon- 
ogram of  the  ship.  Also  four  pieces  of 
Abyssinian  manufacture,  a  fine  steel 
sword  and  sheath,  a  rhinoceros  horn 
drinking  cup  and  two  iron  lances  from  the 
Donglias  tribe  of  Africans, 
over  6,000.  This  includes  children  and 
adults.  Fully  10  per  cent,  of  these  came 
here  for  study  from  the  valley  and  all 
parts  of  the  northeastern  section  of  the 
State.  FYequently  entire  classes,  some- 
times schools,  from  Wyoming,  Forty  Fort. 
Duryea,  etc.,  come  for  an  afternoon.  The 
trustees  have  recommended  setting  apart 
Friday  and  Saturday  every  week  as  chil- 
dren's day,  closing  the  museum  to  chil- 
dren on  the  other  days  of  the  week. 

This  would  only  require  an  attendant  in 
the  ethnological  room  all  day  for  these  two 
days.  In  the  spring,  when  the  industrial 
schools  are  dismissed,  the  crowd  is  not 
so  great,  but  some  Saturdays  we  have 
from  100  to  250  children.  Sometime«  on 
the  other  days  the  number  is  so  great  as 
to  require  the  librarian  and  assistant  to 
drop  their  work  to  care  for  the  children. 

The  curators  of  geology  and  paleontol- 
ogy report  progress  and  the  curator  of 
orthonology  reports  about  fifty  additions 
to  our  cabinets.  He  also  reports  that  the 
Heilman  collection  of  900  or  400  pieces  de- 
posited by  the  widow  of  Dr.  Heilman  of 
Pittston,  under  certain  conditions,  will  be 
returned  to  Mrs.  Helman  in  March  or 
April,  owing  to  a  complication  in  the  con- 
ditions of  deposit.  All  the  departments  of 
the  society  are  active  and  progressing  as 
far  as  the  limited  means  will  allow.  Vol. 
X  of  our  proceedings  will  be  issued  in 
1907  if  our  funds  will  permit. 

The  various  historical  societies  of  the 
9tate,  some  thirty  in  number,  have  form- 
ed themselves  Into  a  society,  called.  'The 
Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  So- 
cieties," with  Dr.  John  W.  Jordan.  LL». 
D..  as  president.  Its  purpose  being  to 
stimulate  the  work  throughout  the  State 
of  all  associations  organized  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  State  and  local  history. 

The  federation  and  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bly, authorizing  an  appropriation  by  the 
commissioners  of  each  county  of  a  sum 
not  e7(ceedlng  I20O  annually  to  the  oldest 
historical  society  In  that  county,  under 
careful  restrictions,  have  resulted  In  de- 
veloping a  greater  Interest  In  historical  re- 
search. A  number  of  such  societies  which 
had  no  recognised  existence  beyond  their 
county  limits,  have  shown  real,  aggressive 
life.  The  Tioga  County  Historical  Society, 
the  Schuylkill  County  Historical  Society. 
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the  Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Dauphin,  York 
and  Lehigh  societies,  have  oesrun  the  issue 
of  their  literature  in  annual  reports, 
pamphlets,  etc.,  the  surest  sigrn  of  life. 
The  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geological 
Society  is  represented  in  the  federation 
and  your  librarian  has  twice  had  the 
honor  of  being  elected  vice  president. 

1  have  now  to  bog  that  you  will  take 
seme  Inhmediate  action  relating  to  active 
preparation  for  our  centennial  and  the 
needed  increase  in  our  endowment   fund. 

JESSE    FELL'S    ORATE. 

The  paper  prepared  and  read  by  Rev. 
Horace  E.  Hayden,  the  librarian  of 
the  association,  will  appear  in  full  in 
to-morrow's  issue  of  the  Record.  In 
this  paper  Mr.  Hayden  describes  in 
full  the  claims  for  the  six  different 
grates  which  all  claim  to  be  the  origi- 
nal grate  used  by  Judge  Jesse  Fell 
when  he  first  burned  coal  in  an  open 
grate. 

The  flnt  of  these  was  the  grate 
known  as  "the  hickory  grate."  The 
second  is  known  as  '*the  marble  grate," 
the  third  as  *'the  Jesse  Fell  grate/* 
the  fourth  as  "the  Josiah  Lewis  grate," 
the  fifth  as  "the  Kieman  or  Eick 
grate,"  and  sixth,  "the  present  Fell 
House  grate." 

In  his  paper  Mr.  Hayden  declares 
that  the  only  well  authenticated  grate 
belonging  to  Judge  Fell  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Historical  Society 
and  is  the  one  known  as  the  "Klernan 
or  EUck  grate." 


THE  OLD  FELL  ORATE. 

"Where  is  the  grate  on  which  Jesse 
Fell  made  his  successful  experiment  of 
burning  anthracite  coal?"  was  the 
topic  of  an  entertaining  paper  by  Rev. 
H.  E.  Hayden  at  the  Historical  Society 
meeting  on  Monday  evening.  It  was 
as  follows: 

This  question  is  very  pertinent  com- 
ing from  the  Wyoming  Historical  and 
Geological  Society,  not  only  because  it 
relates  to  an  historical  fact,  but  also 
because  it  touches  the  "raison  detre" 
st  this  society,  which  was  organized 
and  Is  perpetuit-^d  to  commemorate 
the  succes.sful  experiment  of  Judge 
Jesse  Fell  of  burning  Wyoming  anth- 
racite coal  in  a  domestic  grate, — an 
event  which  occurred  Just  forty-nine 
years  ago  to-day. 

FIRST  MEETING  OF  SOCIETY. 

The  minutes  of  the  first  meeting  of 
this  society  on  record  were  copied  into 


Digitized  by 


Google 


the  minute  book  from  the  Record  of 
the  Times  of  July  17,  1838,  the  late 
William  Penn  Miner  being  the  editor  of 
the  paper  and  the  secretary  of  the  so- 
ciety. 

"A  number  of  our  citizens  assembled 
on  Thursday  afternoon  (Feb.  11,  1858). 
at  3  o'clock  In  the  tavern  at  the  corner 
of  Washington  and  Northampton 
•streets  to  commemorate  the  first  suc- 
cessful experiment  of  burning  our  an- 
thracite coal  In  an  open  grate.  The 
meeting  was  held  In  the  same  old  room, 
with  the  same  grate  glowing  with  a 
bright  anthracite  Are,  In  the  same  old 
fireplace  used  by  Judge  Fell  In  his  ex- 
periment." Capt.  J.  P.  Dennis,  grand- 
son of  Judge  Jesse  Fell,  was  elected 
chairman  of  this  meeting,  and  William 
Penn  Miner,  secretary,  retaining  the 
ofllce  for  two  years. 

HON.        STANLEY        WOODWARD'S 
ACCOUNT. 

In  Vol.  IV  of  the  proceedings  and 
collections  of  this  society,  Hon.  Stanley 
Woodward,  In  1892,  thus  narrates  the 
circumstances  of  the  organization  of 
the  society: 

"By  a  coincidence  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  noteworthy,  on  the  11th  day 
of  February,  1858,  exactly  fifty  years 
after  Judge  Fell's  successful  experi- 
ment, four  men  were  riding  together 
In  a  carriage  on  a  road  leading  to  this 
city.  One  of  them,  a  grandson  of 
Jesse  Fell,  had  that  day  by  accident 
taken  up  a  well  known  copy  of  the 
Masonic  Book,  now  In  the  Historical 
Society,  In  which  Fell  recorded  the 
result  of  his  experiment,  and  examined 
Its  contents.  Being  Interrupted,  he 
had  put  the  book  In  his  pocket,  and 
while  driving  produced  It  and  called 
attention  to  the  entry. 

"While  this  was  being  examined  It 
suddenly  occurred  to  one  man  of  the 
party  that  It  was  the  exact  fiftieth  an- 
niversary day  of  the  event.  It  was  at 
once  resolved  that  something  should 
be  done  to  commemorate  the  occasion. 
A  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  promi- 
nent gentlemen  of  the  town  was  called 
for  that  evening  at  the  old  Fell  Tav- 
ern. An  old  grate  was  procured,  said 
to  have  been  the  original  one,  but  for 
^hls  I  do  not  vouch,  and  set  up  in  the 
ancient  fireplace.  A  fire  was  built  and 
around  It  gathered  a  number  of  young 
antiquarians,  all  Inspired  with  the 
thought  that  they  were  assembled  In 
the  very  room  and  about  the  very 
hearthstone  where  the  anthracite  coal 
had  been  first  burned  as  fuel." 
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I  will  add  that  the  four  younff  men 
referred  to  were  James  Plater  Dennis, 
Henry  Martyn  Hoyt,  John  Butler  Con- 
yngham  emd  Stanley  Woodward,  the 
founders  of  this  society. 

In  this  statement  you  will  notice  the 
words  of  your  late  president  Wood- 
ward that  "an  old  ffrate  was  procured, 
said  to  have  been  the  original  one,  but 
for  this  I  do  not  vouch."  These  words 
he  repeated  to  me  with  empha&is  sev- 
eral years  ago,  and  again  during  1905. 

FELL   LEFT   THREE  ORATES. 

The  secretary  of  the  first  meeting 
thus  reported.  Feb.  11,  185S,  as  you 
recall,  was  William  Penn  Miner,  Esq., 
of  Miner's  Mills,  late  founder  and  for 
many  years  the  eminent  editor  of  the 
Wilkps-Barre  Record.  In  an  editorial 
noticing  this  meeting  he  makes  this 
comment: 

"Anthracite  had  been  used  by  black- 
smiths long  before  1808,  but  the  coal 
was  so  hard  it  was  thought  impossible 
to  make  It  bum  in  a  grate  without 
artificial  draft.*'  He  adds  in  one  sen- 
tence, which  expresses  the  real  his- 
tory of  many  great  discoveries:  "Jesse 
Fell  tried  the  experiment  and  suc- 
ceeded." He  continues:  "The  identi- 
cal grate  has  been  procured,  but  un- 
fortunately for  historical  accuracy 
three  grates  were  left  by  Jesse  Fell, 
each  claiming  by  the  owner  to  be  the 
grate  used  in  the  experiment 

"The  one  used  on  the  11th  seemed 
to  be  well  identified  and  Is  certainly 
a  grate  left  by  Judge  Fell.  Two  bot- 
tom bars  were  burned  out  and  re- 
newed. It  is  about  the  size  of  the 
grates  used  now  (1868),  but  with  bars 
very  inconveniently  arranged  for 
cleaning  out  the  ashes. 

"As  we  came  to  town  we  met  Mr. 
Joslah  Lewis  with  a  smaller  grate, 
looking  like  old  times,  which  was 
claimed  as  the  Simon  pure  (that  is 
the  original  Jesse  Fell  grate),  the  low- 
er bar  having  been  at  one  time  very 
low  and  afterwards  raised  a  few  ln> 
ches.  as  If  to  admit  a  more  thorough 
draft.  But  this  might  have  been  al- 
tered for  some  other  reason  sjid  Is  no 
proof  without  corroboration  that  it  was 
used  in  the  first  experiment.  It  is  not 
of  much  consequence,  however,  If  both 
grates  belonged  to  Jesse  Fell  at  the 
time  of  the  experiment." 

FOUR  RIVAL  CLAIMANTS. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  both  of  these 

writers  refer  to  the  grate  used  in  1868, 

as  the  one  in  which  Judge  Fell  made 

his   experiment  of  burning  anthracite 
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coal.  Mr.  Miner  refers  also  to  a  sec- 
ond grate  in  the  hand  of  Josiah  Lewis, 
claimed  to  be  the  initial  grate.  He 
also  states  that  still  a  third  grate  has 
also  claimed  this  honor.  This  is  the 
point  of  the  question  in  the  beginning 
of  this  paper,  "Where  is  the  experi- 
mental grate  of  Judge  Fell?"  Grates 
made  subsequent  to  the  experiment 
have  no  real  historic  value.  This  is 
evidenced  by  the  various  claims  of 
those  who  insist  that  the  original  grate 
in  which  he  first  burned  coal  is  stiU 
extant.  Two  such  claims  have  been 
made  with  some  pretense  to  proof. 
Mr.  Miner  refers  to  two,  the  one  used 
in  1858  by  the  founders  of  the  society, 
and  the  one  owned  by  Josiah  Lewis. 
During  the  centennial  of  Wllkes-Barre, 
1906,  two  mere  were  distinctly  claim- 
ed, one  in  ihe  possession  of  William 
McKenna  of  Exeter  Lane,  Wllkes- 
Barre,  and  the  one  now  in  place  in 
the  old  Fell  Tavern. 

TRADITIONS  IN  FELL  FAMILY. 

Let  us  examine  the  merits  of  these 
claims.  Indeed  we  may  make  the 
number  six  since  the  tradition  still 
runs  In  the  Fell  family  that  Judge  Fell 
made  his  experiment  In  a  hickory 
grate.  We  will  consider  these  in  their 
order: 

1.  The  hickory  grate. — his  tradi- 
tion that  Judge  Fell  first  made  a  f^rate 
of  hickory  wythes  doubtless  arose 
from  the  fact  that  Judge  Fell  Ignited 
the  coal  with  hickory  wood.  The  time 
and  labor  required  to  put  together  a 
lot  of  hickory  wythes  to  form  a  grate 
of  ten  or  twelve  Inches  square  would 
not  have  Justified  the  effort  In  a  skill- 
ed blacksmith,  who  could  have  made 
an  experimental  grate  In  ten  minutes 
by  a  process  so  simple  that  even  a 
child  would  have  thought  of  it.  More- 
over a  hickory  grate  would  have  been 
consumed  by  the  fire  before  the  ex- 
periment was  fully  successful.  But 
granting  the  hickory  grate  to  be  a  fact 
this  experimental  grate  used  by  Fell 
Is  burned. 

2.  The  marble  grate. — So  called  be- 
cause Its  character  Is  based  on  the 
statement  of  Col.  John  Miner  Carey 
Marble,  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  at  Los  Angeles.  Cal. 

In  a  letter  printed  In  Vol  VIII.  Wyo- 
ming Historical  and  Geologi^'al  Pro- 
ceedings, he  says:  "In  July,  1878,  my 
uncle,  David  Thompson,  where  I  w.^s 
visiting  In  Wyoming,  voluntarily  told 
to  me  the  story,  viz:  "Judge  Fell  and 
Solomon  Johnson  had  been  for  some 
time  taking  up  this  ma:t«r  of  burning 
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coal.  Mr.  Johnson  in  those  day9 
boarded  with  my  grandmother  Marble, 
who  then  lived  on  Main  street,  abovB 
the  Square.  Judge  Fell  then  lived  on 
Northampton  street.  They  finally  con- 
eluded  to  make  an  experimen.  and  took 
some  pieces  of  iron  about  two  feet 
long  and  laid  them  on  the  andlronis, 
which  were  placed  with  ends  against 
the  chimney  wall;  they  laid  bricks  flat 
on  the  end  of  the  irons,  and  laid  iron 
on  the  brick  In  front  four  bricks  high. 
They  then  built  a  strong  fire  of  hick- 
ory wood  In  the  improvised  grate. 
The  bellows  spoken  of  so  frequently 
were  merely  used  to  olow  the  wood 
fire.  After  the  wood  fire  was  burning 
strong,  they  procured  coal  from  Judge 
Fell's  nephew's  blacksmith  shop  near- 
by ,put  it  on  the  fire  and  were  grati- 
fied to  find  after  the  wood  had  burned 
a  fine  coal  fire  so  satisfactory  that 
Judge  Fell  had  his  nephew  Ed.  at  onc>3 
construct  a  grate  which  was  put  in 
place,  next  day."  This  is,  indeed,  the 
simplest  and  most  practical  account 
yet  given  of  this  event.  Col.  Marble 
add: 

**Uncle  David  Thompson  wa«  present 
during  the  whole  time  and  further 
stated  that  there  was  a  great  rush  of 
people  to  see  the  fire,  as  much  so  as 
there  would  have  been  to  see  the  first 
steamboat." 

But  If  this  account  is  to  be  accepted 
this  grate  is  also  destroyed.  David 
Thompson  was  a  man  of  integrity  and 
veracity.  He  was  postmaster  of  Nan- 
ticoke  in  1830.  Justice  1840.  Married 
Susan  Taylor  and  was  father  of  Dr. 
William  Thompson  of  Luzerne,  surgeon 
138d,  42d  and  198th  Regts.,  Pa.  Vols., 
1862-1865. 

JUDGE  FELL'S  LETTER. 

8.  The  Jesse  Fell  grate. — In  a  letter 
written  by  Judge  Fell  to  his  cousin, 
Jonathan  Fell,  Dec.  1,  1826,  printed  In 
Vol.  VII  of  the  proceedings  of  this  so- 
ciety. Judge  Fell  states: 

"Anthracite  Coal. 

'In  the  year  1778  I  used  it  in  nail- 
ery and  found  it  to  be  profitable  in  that 
business.  But  it  was  the  opinion  of 
those  that  worked  it  in  their  furnaces, 
that  it  would  not  do  for  fuel,  because 
when  &  small  parcel  was  left  on  their 
fires  and  had  not  blown  it  would  go 
out.  Notwithstanding  this  opinion  pre- 
vailed, I  had  for  some  time  entertained 
the  idea  that  if  a  sufilclent  body  of  it 
was  ignited  It  would  burn.  According- 
ly, in  the  month  of  February,  1808,  I 
procured   a  grate   made   of  small  iron 
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rods,  ten  inches  in  depth  and  ten  in- 
ches in  height,  and  set  it  up  in  my 
common  room  fireplace,  and  on  first 
lighting  it  found  it  to  burn  excellently 
well.  This  was  the  first  successful  at- 
tempt to  burn  our  stone  coal  In  a  grate 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends.  On 
its  being  put  in  operation,  my  neigh- 
bors fioclced  to  see  the  novelty,  but 
many  would  not  believe  the  fact  until 
convinced  by  occular  demonstration. 
Such  was  the  effect  of  this  pleasing 
discovery  that  in  a  few  days  there 
were  a  number  of  grates  put  in  opera- 
tion. This  brought  the  stone  coal  into 
popular  notice.  I  need  not  mention 
the  many  uses  to  which  it  may  be  ap- 
plied, as  you,  who  are  in  the  coal  con- 
cern, have  the  means  of  knowing  its 
value." 

If  the  grate  here  referred  to  is  the 
one  described  by  David  Thompson,  it 
is,  of  course,  now  destroyed.  If  not, 
the  measurements  do  not  fit  any  of 
the  grates  claimed  as  the  original  at 
this  time. 

Mrs.  B.  G.  Carpenter,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Fell,  and  greatgranddaughter 
of  Judge  Jesse  Fell,  was  born  in  1827, 
and  still  lives,  at  the  age  of  80,  with 
mind  clear  and  memory  good.  She 
stated  to  the  writer  ten  days  ago,  Feb- 
ruary, 1907,  that  her  cousin,  Capt. 
James  P.  Dennis,  called  at  her  father'a 
house  on  Feb.  11,  1868,  and  asked  the 
loan  of  a  grate  for  the  meeting  at  the 
Fell  House.  Mrs.  Carpenter  then  lived 
with  her  father  On  Market  street,  the 
northwest  corner  of  Washington,  Just 
a  square  above  the  Fell  House,  op- 
posite Thompson  Derr  Bros/  corner. 

She  distinctly  remembers  that  Ca(j)t. 
Dennis  was  given  an  old  grate  that 
had  been  used  by  Judge  Fell,  and 
which  had  been  placed  and  used  In  the 
chcmiber  room  of  her  house,  but  at  the 
time  Capt.  3  ennis  borrowed  it  the 
grate  had  been  removed  from  the  fire- 
place, as  being  worn  out  and  unsafe, 
and  a  new  grate  had  been  put  in  its 
place.  It  was,  as  stated  by  Mrs.  Car- 
penter, about  twelve  or  fifteen  Inches 
long,  and  certainly  not  twenty-four. 
This  grate  was  madr  by  Jesse  Fell, 
but  whether  it  was  the  one  made  Im- 
mediately after  his  successful  experi- 
ment she  does  not  kn<»w.  Nor  does 
she  know  If  it  was  ever  returnPd  from 
the  Fell  House,  then  owned  I  "  Mr. 
Philip  Banker,  or  thrown  away  for  old 
iron. 

4.  The  Joslah  Lewis  grate. — Of  this 
no  record   is  produced  save  the  state- 
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ment  of  Mr.  W.  P.  Miner.  Mr.  George 
C  Lewis  has  no  knowledge  of  any  such 
grate 

THE    KIERNAN    CLAIM 

5  The  Kiernan  or  Eicke  grate. — 
Until  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Jchn  Eicke, 
and  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  William 
McKenna,  1  Exeter  lane,  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. 

In  the  later  years  of  his  life  Judge 
Jesse  Fell  married  a  widow,  named 
Mrs.  Hannah  Culver,  who  died  on  Feb. 
7,  1844. 

"Died,  in  Kingston,  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  7,  1844,  Mrs.  Hannah  C.  Fell,  wife 
of  the  late  Jesse  Fell,  Esq.,  in  the  82d 
year  of  her  age,  who  died  in  peace." 

This  is  the  record  given  in  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Advocate  of  Feb.  14, 
1848.  From  the  granddaughter  of  Mrs. 
Fell  I  have  this  statement: 

"Mrs.  Fell's  daughter  by  a  former 
husband  married  Patrick  Kieman 
(Patrick  Kiernan  was  a  school  teach- 
er. 1865-1873;  grocer.  1873-1879;  clerk. 
1879-1887,  when  he  died,  as  he  appears 
in  the  directory  of  that  date),  and 
lived  with  her  mother  in  the  old  Fell 
House  until  the  Judge  died,  in  1830. 
when  they  moved  to  Canal  street.  But 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Hannah  C.  Fell,  was 
unwilling  to  leave  the  grate  behind 
and  took  it  with  her  to  Canal  street 
and  used  it  many  years.  It  was  the 
first  grate  in  which  Judge  Fol!  burned 
coal.  On  the  night  when  it  was  first 
used  Judge  Fell  had  a  party  and  they 
danced  by  the  light  of  the  fire  and  one 
candle.  He  made  the  grate  in  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  his  nephew,  back 
of  the  Fell  House.  He  also  made 
others,  but  did  not  like  them  as  well  as 
this.  I  was  bom  in  1844.  My  grand- 
mother Kiernan,  who  died  in  1880,  gave 
me  the  grate  the  year  before  she  died. 
It  is  now  at  my  son's,  21  Exeter  lane. 
Signed,  Mrs.  John  EIck,  Phillipsburg. 
N.  J." 

This  grate  Is  now  Ir.  the  Historical 
Society  as  the  only  well  authenticated 
grate  extant  belonging  to  Judge  Fell. 
It  is  twentyfour  and  one-half  inches 
long,  eleven  inches  wide,  nine  Inches 
deep,  stands  on  four  legs  and  Is  eigh- 
teen inches  high.  Its  size  disproves 
any  claim  to  be  the  grate  spoken  of 
by  Jesse  Fell,  although  it  was  cer- 
tainly used  by  him. 

THE  ONE  NOW  IN  FELL  HOUSE. 
6.  The  present  Fell  House  grate. — 
Now  In  the  fireplace  of  the  old  Fell 
Tavern.  This  gra^P  is  built  into  the 
fireplare.     Since    1878   a   brick   wall    to 
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the  height  of  nineteen  inches  and  about 
as  thicK  has  been  built  in  the  old  fire- 
place, five  and  one-half  feet  long, 
leaving  oniy  a  space  in  which  to  in- 
clude ihe  grate  which  aow  rests  there, 
a  wrought  iron  grate,  twenty-four  in- 
ches long,  nine  inches  wide  from  top 
bar  to  back  of  chimney,  and  eight  in- 
ches deep.  The  chimney  wall  forms 
the  back  of  the  grate,  and  at  each 
front  corner  of  the  grate,  right  and  left 
side,  it  rests  on  a  hat  bar  of  iron  one 
inch  wide  by  ten  and  one-half  inches 
long  from  top  to  hearth  It  is  a  strong 
graie  and  will  bear  many  coal  fires. 
The  present  owner  of  the  fireplace, 
who  );)ulled  down  the  old  Fell  House 
in  19U5  and  built  the  handsome  hotel 
on  iis  site,  wisely  preserved  the  old 
chimney  and  built  It  into  his  new 
walls.  In  this  he  preserved  a  treasure 
indisputable  in  its  clalmc  to  be  the  one 
in  which  fireplace  the  coal  experiment 
was  made.  But  he  also  claims  that 
the  grate  built  into  the  fireplace  is  the 
original  grate  in  which  Judge  Fell 
made  his  experlmetit,  as  he  was  prob- 
ably told  so  by  his  predecessor  in  the 
hotel. 

The  property  came  into  his  posses- 
sion by  purchase  for  $18,000  from  L.  D. 
and  Louisa  Allebach,  heirs  of  Philip 
Banker,  deceased,  Jan.  1,  1898.  They 
received  it  as  legal  heirs  of  Banker, 
who  bought  it  Dec.  18,  1846,  of  Martin 
Long,  who  secured  it  from  the  estate 
of  Jesse  Fell.  No  mention  of  the  grate 
is  made  in  any  of  these  transfers. 
But  it  was  not  there  in  1878. 

THE  OLD  FIREPLACE. 

The  old  fireplace  of  the  Fell  House 
stands  today  very  much  as  it  did  when 
it  was  first  built.  In  a  large  stone 
chimney.  The  original  part  is  entirely 
of  stone,  five  feet  and  a  half  long,  four 
and  a  half  high  from  the  hearth,  and 
about  twenty-three  inches  deep  to  the 
back  of  the  chimney.  It  was  built  en- 
tirely for  the  use  of  wood  fires.  Like 
all  old  fashioned  fireplaces,  there  was 
room  at  each  end  for  a  child  to  sit  on 
a  cricket  or  stool.  Two  andirons  were 
in  the  centre,  behind  which  usually  a 
crooked  or  knotted  hickory  back  log, 
one  hard  to  split,  waa  laid  and  against 
which  the  andirons  stood.  On  them 
logs  of  split  wood  were  laid,  a  fire 
kindled  below  by  bellows  and  the  de- 
lightful, cheering  blaze  lighted  up  the 
room  and  made  the  place  one  of  Joy- 
ful rest  and  drowsiness. 

On  these  andirons  Judge  Fell  laid  his 
experimental  grate.    When  its  purpose 
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was  successful,  he  ha4  his  nephew 
make  a  permanent  sraie,  which  also 
rested  on  the  andirons.  How  long  this 
errate  was  used  or  how  many  others 
succeeded  when  it  was  burnt  out  does 
not  appear,  but  undoubtedly  the  fire- 
place remained  an  open  fireplace  until 
1858.  No  brick  wall  was  built  in  the 
ends  as  now  appears  there.  Oratej) 
were  not  then  made  to  fit  in  the  wall, 
but  were  made  to  stand  on  four  feet 
or  rest  on  the  andirons. 

That  wood  and  not  coal  was  used 
in  the  fireplace  after  Judge  Fell's  death 
is  evident  from  the  fact  told  and  re- 
told me  by  Judge  Woodward,  who  was 
one  of  the  four  founders  of  the  so- 
ciety, that  when  it  was  proposed  at  the 
first  meeting,  on  Feb.  11,  1858,  to  have 
a  coal  fire  in  the  fireplace,  there  was 
no  grate  there,  and  he  added,  "We 
sent  out  Oould  Parrish  to  borrow  one 
(probably  he  with  Capt.  Dennis),  which 
he  did,  and  we  made  a  coal  fire  in  it. 
We  had  no  proof  that  the  grate  was 
Jesse  Fell's  original  grate,  but  some 
thought  it  was." 

How  long  after  this  meeting  coal  was 
continued  to  be  used  in  a  grate  in  that 
fireplace  is  not  known,  but  evidently 
for  a  very  short  time,  as  the  borrowel 
grate  was  doubtless  returned  to  its 
owner,  or  being  too  old  and  worn  out, 
was  thrown  aside  and  lost. 

CALVIN  PARSONS'S  OPINION. 

In  1878,  when  the  centennial  of  the 
Massacre  of  Wyoming  was  being  held, 
Capt.  Calvin  Parsons  determined  to 
have  a  meeting  in  the  old  rooms  and 
to  have  a  fire  built  in  that  grate.  But 
the  fireplace  was  empty  and  the  old 
grate  could  not  be  found.  However, 
be  had  a  duplicate  grate  of  his  own, 
which  he  sent  for  and  loaned  for  the 
occasion.  After  the  centennial  he  sent 
for  his  grate,  but  the  tenant  of  the 
hotel  refused  to  let  it  go,  claiming  It 
to  be  the  original  Fell  grate. 

This  incident  Capt.  Parsons,  when 
president  of  this  society,  narrated  to 
us,  and  after  his  death  his  son,  Maj. 
Oliver  A.  Parsons,  sent  me  this  letter: 

"Nov.  18,  1906. 
"Rev.  Horace  Edw.  Hayden— 

"Dear  sir:  A  few  years  before  the 
death  of  my  father,  the  late  Calvin 
Parsons,  he  told  me  that  the  grate 
now  In  the  old  Fell  House  was  not  the 
original  grate.  That  at  the  time  of  the 
Wyoming  Centennial,  1878,  the  old 
grate  could  not  be  found,  and  as  he 
had  a  duplicate  grate,  he  loaned  it  to 
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be  used  at  that  time.  Shortly  after  the 
centennial,  wishing  to  get  his  grate 
back  again,  he  applied  for  It,  but  was 
refused  by  the  tenant,  or  owner  of 
the  Fell  House,  who  claimed  it  to  be 
the  original  grate  of  Judge  Fell. 

"Yours,  etc.,    : 
"O.  A.  Parsons." 

NONE   OF   THE    CLAIMS   AUTHEN- 
TICATED. 

in  conclusion  let  us  recognize  the 
prudence  ana  wisdom  of  the  four 
founders  of  the  society,  three  of  them 
men  of  college  training,  and  all  men 
of  strong  common  sense. 

Ihey  founaea  ihe  society  to  com- 
memorate an  event  which  has  aidd 
emmently  in  the  development  of  the 
mineral  resources  and  the  enrichment 
of  this  valley,  the  successful  experi- 
ment of  burning  Wyoming  anthracite 
coal  in  a  common  grate.  With  what 
pride  and  interest  would  they  have 
preserved  the  instrument  by  which  this 
experiment  was  made.  How  quickly 
would  they  have  secured  such  a  treas- 
ure had  it  then  existed.  Their  sUence 
on  the  subject  and  their  wisdom  in 
not  accepting  on  such  tradition  one  of 
the  many  grates  for  which  this  honor 
is  claimed  is  proof  positive  that  In 
1858  no  such  original  was  in  existence. 

When,  in  1908,  we  celebrate  the  cen- 
tennial of  Judge  Fell's  discovery,  and 
the  semi -centennial  of  the  founding  of 
this  society,  we  will  celebrate  facts, 
not  fiction. 


WYOMING     COMMEMORATIVE 
EXERCISES. 

Dally  Record,  July  4,  1907. 

Of  all  the  twenty-nine  memorial  ob- 
servances of  the  battle  of  Wyoming 
that  have  taken  place  since  the  incep- 
tion in  1878,  none  has  been  favored 
with  more  auspicious  weather  than 
that  of  yesterday.  The  skies  were 
cloudless  and  there  was  an  entire  ab- 
sence of  the  usual  July  heat,  in  fact, 
there  was  such  a  breeze  at  one  time? 
that  the  canvas  tent  was  torn  from 
Us  fastenings.  Everything  conspired 
to  make  the  occasion  a  notable  one— 
the  large  assemblage,  the  Intereatins 
address,  the  clear  atmosphere  and  the 
midsummer  foliage.  There  were  pres- 
ent representatives  of  the  Historical 
Society,  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, the  Wyoming  Monument  Assocla- 
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tion  and  other  patriotic  bodies.  Many 
old  settlers  occupied  the  front  seats. 
There  was  every  indication  of  an  in- 
creasing interest  in  the  memorial 
event. 

There  were  fully  1,000  persons  pres- 
ent and  the  monument  was  decked 
with  roses  and  daisies  and  flags,  the 
latter  including  a  collection  of  foreign 
flags  loaned  by  Charles  Law  of  Pitts- 
ton,  and  accompanied  by  the  motto, 
*'Let  there  be  peace  amons:  all  na- 
tions." The  street  was  moistened  by 
the  rain  of  the  night  before  and  there 
was  no  dust.  Alexander's  Band  played 
a  delightful  program.  Prayer  was  of- 
fered by  Rev.  W.  T.  Blair  of  Wyommg. 

ADDRESS     BY  BEJNJAMIN  DOR- 
RANCE. 

The  president,  Benjamin  Dor- 
rance,  made  a  brief  address, 
in  whioh  he  urged  his  haarers  to 
train  the  children  as  devoted  patriots. 
The  address  was  full  of  forceful  pa- 
triotic utterances.  He  said  also  that 
the  people  are  here  to  glorify  those 
who  had  fought  for  us  and  who  died 
for  our  welfare.  If  they  didn't  win  a 
great  battle  their  spirit  had  won  a 
splendid  victory  for  us.  Mr.  Dorrance 
noted  with  pleasure  the  Increasing 
number  of  women  and  children  present 
and  paJd  a  high  tribute  to  womanhood 
as  through  the  training  of  children  it 
is  the  source  of  our  country's  great- 
ne.«8.  the  teacher  of  childhood  in  the 
lessons  of  country's  love  and  national 
patriotism. 

The  large  assemblage  sang  *'My 
Country,  'TIS  of  Thee,"  the  band  ac- 
companying. 

<X)NNEXmCUT  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  speaker  engaged  for  the  day  was 
Hon.  Simeon  Bben  Baldwin,  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connec- 
ticut, whose  subject  was  "Connecticut 
In  Pennsylvania,"  but  owing  to  Illness 
he  was  unable  to  leave  his  home  in 
New  Haven.  Accordingly  Judge  Bald- 
win's manuscript  was  read  by  Judge 
Henry  A.  Fuller  of  the  Luzerne  Bar. 
The  address  dealt  with  the  long  strife 
between  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania 
over  ownership  of  Wyoming  and  relat- 
ed how  the  difllculties  were  flnally  ad- 
Justed  by  a  court  of  arbitration.  It 
was  a  great  demonstration,  he  said,  of 
the  po?«ibIlitles  growing  out  of  arbi- 
tration between  warring  States. 

The  address  of  Judge  Baldwin,  as 
read  by  Judge  Filler,  was  as  follows: 

The  original  charter  from  the  Eiarl  of 
'Warwick  to  the  first  proprietors  of  Con* 
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nee tf cut,  bounded  their  grant  from  Nar- 
ragansett  River  for  a  breadth  of  forty 
Icaeues  "as  the  coast  lieth  towards  Vir- 
ginia." •  •  •  "from  the  weetern  ocean 
to  the  South  Sea."  Among  those  who  ob- 
tained this  patent,  and  paid  £16,000  for  it. 
were  John  Pym,  the  leader  of  the  L^ng 
Parliament,  and  John  Ham^pden.  whose 
resistance  to  the  ship-money  exactions  of 
the  crown  did  more,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  one  thing  to  bring  Charles  I.  to  the 
block.  Another  who  came  later  into  as- 
sociation with  them,  and  thought  serious- 
ly, as  they  did,  of  settling  in  New  Eng- 
land, was  Oliver  Cromwell.  Had  he  made 
the  venture,  under  the  Warwick  patent,  It 
is  safe  to  say  that  he  would  not  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  the  western 
boundary  it  named  was  the  Paclflo  Ocean. 

The  charter  of  Connecticut  from  Charles 
II.  in  1662,  reaffirmed  these  limits,  and 
the  colony  early  insisted  on  them,  as 
against  the  Dutch. 

But,  as  time  went  on.  the  thoughts  of 
the  settlers  ran  in  a  more  contracted 
sphere,  and  in  the  official  returns  to  the 
lords  of  trade  and  plantations,  during  the 
first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
colony  ifi  described  as  bounding  westerly 
on  New  York. 

HEARD  OP  SUSQUEHANNA. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  second  half, 
however,  a  different  tone  was  assumed. 
It  had  by  that  time  become  generally 
known  that  there  was  good  farming  land 
in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  occu- 
pied only  by  Indians,  which  fell  within 
the  limits  of  both  the  patents  n^med.  In 
ITfiS,  a  sort  of  syndicate,  mainly  of  Con- 
necticut people,  was  forced  to  buy  up 
the  Indian  title  to  this  territory  and  plant 
a  new  colony  there.  The  next  sununer 
the  purchase  was  effected  fronv  the  B*ive 
Nations  for  £2,000.  The  other  colonies, 
Pennsylvania  included,  seem  to  have 
viewed  it  with  a  friendly  eye  as  setting 
up  a  new  barrier  against  Indian  attack, 
and  at  a  congress  of  colonies  then  sitting 
at  Albany  where  the  treaty  of  cession 
was  negotiated,  a  resolution  was  passed 
that  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  each 
by  charter  right  extended  to  the  South 
Sea. 

In  1756,  the  General  Assembly  of  Con- 
necticut, on  the  petition  of  the  syndicate, 
then  consisting  of  about  850  persons,  and 
styling  themselves  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany, voted  to  a.ssent  to  their  Intended  ap- 
plication to  the  crown  for  a  colony  char- 
ter. The  French  and  Indian  war  of  the 
next  few  years  made  any  movement  of 
this  sort  Inadvisable,  but  seven  years 
later  as  it  neared  Its  close,  a  number  of 
ptople  left  Connecticut  for  the  Wyoming 
Valley,  to  effect  a  settlement  under  the 
Connecticut  charter.  The  Indians,  who 
had,  no  doubt,  by  this  time  spent  the 
money  which  they  received  from  the  syn- 
dicate, showed  an  unfriendly  spirit.  The 
Pennsylvania  proprietaries,  whose  charter 
of  1681  covered  In  terms  this  territory,  ex- 
erted their  influence  at  court  to  check  the 
Immigration,  and  in  January,  1763,  orders 
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tc  stop  It  were  sent  from  Ehgland  to  the 
colonial  authorities  of  Connecticut  A 
delegration  of  Mohawks,  led  by  Ouv  John- 
son  of  New  York,  appeared  at  Hartford 
to  protest  against  any  such  attempt  at 
colonisation,  and  were  informed  that  these 
commands  had  been  received. 

The  attention  of  Connecticut  and  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company  was  now  given  to 
endeavoring  to  secure  a  change  in  the 
policy  of  Ehigland.  The  company  sent  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  the  colony.  Col. 
ETIiphalet  l>yer,  to  London  to  ask  for  a 
charter,  but  he  found  the  opposition  too 
serious  to  conquer. 

BOUGHT  INDIAN  TITLE. 

By  order  of  the  king  in  council,  a  line 
was  settled  in  the  fall  of  1768  between  the 
Gnglish  and  the  Indian  lands  in  this  val- 
ley. The  Pennsylvania  proprietaries  then 
bought  up  the  Indian  title  to  part  of  the 
lands  which  the  Five  Nations  had  ceded 


SIMEON  E.  BALDWIN, 

to  the  Susquehanna  Company  fourteen 
years  before.  £^rly  in  1769  a  new  immi- 
gration from  Connecticut  set  in,  to  And 
their  grants  from  that  company  disputed 
by  claimants  under  the  Pennsylvania 
authorities.  The  Connecticut  settlers  were 
thickest  on  what  was  then  called  the 
^iiast  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna;  the 
Pennsylvania  settlers  on  the  West 
Branch. 
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A  petition  was  now  presented  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  from, 
more  tlian  four  thousand  freemen  or  the 
colony,  praying  that  its  title  to  the  lands 
In  dispute  should  be  asserted  and  main- 
tained. There  were  then  but  about  ten 
thousand  freemen  in  all.  None  of  the 
slflmers  were  members  of  the  Susquehanna 
Company,  and  while  no  doubt  many  of 
them  were  secured  by  its  influence.  It  is 
evident  that  there  must  have  been  a  solid 
public  opinion  back  of  it.  The  claim  to 
the  old  boundaries  of  the  colony  patent 
was  one  worth  contendinflr  for.  The  swath 
across  the  continent  which  they  cut  out 
for  Connecticut,  comprehended,  west  of 
tho  Hudson.  the  sites  of  what 
are  now  Wilkes-Barre,  Cleveland,  Chi- 
cago and  Omaha,  and  east  of  the 
Hudson,  New  York  city  fell  within 
it.  New  York  Connecticut  acknowledged 
that  she  had  lost.  She  could  not  contend 
against  a  royal  duke.  To  Northern  Penn- 
sylvania her  people  were  inclined  to  cling, 
and  before  the  petition  had  been  present- 
ed, the  General  Assembly  had  appointed 
a  committee  to  make  diligent  search,  both 
In  America  and  England,  for  all  grants 
affecting  the  title  of  Connecticut  to  her 
charter  limits,  and  flle  authenticated  cop- 
ies of  such  as  they  might  And  with  the 
secretary  of  the  colony.  Subsequently,  af- 
ter the  coming  in  of  the  petition,  this 
committee  was  directed  to  take  the  ad- 
vice of  counsel,  and  in  1771  they  submitted 
the  whole  question  of  the  merits  of  the 
Connecticut  title  to  four  of  the  ablest 
counsel  In  England,  Wedderburn,  the  so- 
licitor general,  afterwards  lord  chief  Jus- 
tice and  lord  chancellor;  Richard  Jackson, 
long  the  agent  of  the  colony,  and  Dun- 
ning, afterwards  Lord  Ashburton.  They 
agr.«ed  unanimously  in  a  favorable  opin- 
ion. Commissioners  were  then  (1773)  sent 
to  Oovernor  Penn  to  endeavor  to  obtain 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  differences,  or 
elbe  a  reference  to  the  crown  for  a  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  line.  Nothing  was 
accomplished  in  either  direction,  and 
thereupon,  in  1774,  came  the  law  of  Con- 
necticut erecting  Wyoming  into  a  new 
town  by  the  name  of  Westmoreland,  and 
annexing  it  to  her  westernmost  county 
(Utchfleld). 

BOUNDARY  DISPUTES. 

The  Pennsylvania  proprietors  also  had 
submitted  their  case  to  Ekiglish  counsel. 
They  selected  Charles  Pratt,  afterwards 
Lord  Chancellor  and  Earl  of  Camden,  and 
he  gave  an  opinion  In  their  favor.  Royal 
commissioners,  in  1664,  In  settling  the 
boundary  dispute  between  the  Duke  of 
York  and  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  had 
after  a  full  hearing  ordered  and  declared 
that  the  Momoronoc  Creek  "and  a  line 
drawn  from  the  East  Point  or  Side  where 
the  Fresh  Water  falls  into  the  salt  at 
the  line  of  the  Massachusetts,  be  the 
Western  bounds  of  the  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  all  Plantations  lying  Westward 
of  that  Creek  and  line  so  drawn  shall  be 
under   his   Royal   Highness'   Government; 
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and  all  the  Plantations  Ising  ESastward  of 
that  Creek  and  line  to  be  under  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  Connecticut."  Thla  order  had 
been  solemnly  assented  to  by  the  colony, 
and  in  Mr.  Pratt's  opinion  deprived  It  of 
any  claim  of  title  west  of  the  west  bounds 
thus  established.  The  Connecticut  claim, 
on  the  contrary,  supported  by  the 
opinions  of  the  four  counsel  before  men- 
tioned, was  that  the  west  bounds  were 
fixed' merely  as  regards  the  patent  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  that  it  no  more  cut 
the  colony  off  from  her  charter  territory 
south  or  west  of  New  York,  than  it  added 
to  her  limits  the  plantations  on  the  other 
Ride  in  Rhode  Island. 

Tho  response  of  the  Connecticut  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  the  petition  of  the  four 
thousand  freemen  was  far  from  eliciting 
the  universal  approval  of  her  people. 

In  March,  1774,  a  mass  meeting  of  com- 
mittees from  twenty-three  towns  at  Mid- 
dletown,  adopted  a  warm  protest,  embod- 
ied In  a  petition  to  the  leerislature.  The 
title  to  the  lands,  they  said,  was  con- 
tested. It  might  prove  defective.  The  in- 
corporation of  Westmoreland  might  be 
pressed  in  England  as  a  cause  for  the 
forfeiture  of  the  colony  charter.  Bloody 
tragedies  might  ensue  from  the  clashing 
of  jurisdiction  between  thotoe  claiming  un- 
der Pennsylvania  and  those  claiming  un- 
der Connecticut.  Eknigration  would  be 
encouraged  on  the  part  of  those  who, 
should  the  title  of  the  colony  Anally  be  de- 
termined to  be  invalid,  would  be  reduced 
to  poverty,  and  return  to  their  deserted 
homes  only  to  waste  the  residue  of  their 
lives  as  a  burden  on  the  community. 

WAR    OP    PAMPHLETS. 

A  war  of  pam.phlets  arose.  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Smitti,  provost  of  the  university 
(then  college)  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the 
aid  of  Jared  Ingersoll,  wrote  one  in  sup- 
port of  the  title  of  the  proprietaries  under 
their  charter  of  1081,  which  was  extensive- 
ly circulated  in  Connecticut.  Rev.  Dr. 
Benjamin  Trumbull,  in  1776,  published  a 
voluminous  answer. 

But  by  this  time  subjects  still  more  Im- 
portant had  arisen  to  engage  the  public 
interest.  The  battle  of  Liexington  had 
been  fought.  There  was  but  one  cause 
for  patriotic  hearts,— that  of  America.  In 
the  fall  of  1776.  two  companies  for  the 
Connecticut  line  in  the  Continental  army 
were  raised  in  Westmoreland.  EInough 
more  were  subsequently  added  to  make  up 
a  meagre  regiment  (the  24th  Connecticut). 
Most  of  the  able-bodied  men  in  the  settle- 
ment were  thus  employed  on  the  day 
(July  3,  1778.)  the  anniversary  of  which  we 
are  met  to  commemorate. 

Connecticut  had  made  preparations  In 
1774  for  applying  to  the  king  in  council  for 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  set- 
tle her  dispute  with  Pennsylvania,  but  In 
March,  !775,  Governor  Trumbull  wrote  to 
the  colony  agent  at  London  not  to  press 
the  matter  "in  a  day  of  so  much  difficulty 
and  increasing  distress  as  the  present  be- 
tween the  two  countries." 
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In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  wrote  to 
the  president  of  Congress  to  express  the 
hope  that  that  body  would  Intervene  In 
the  Interest  of  peace. 

**It  is  far  from  our  design/'  he  said,  "to 
take  any  advantage  In  the  ease  from  the 
present  unhappy  division  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. Our  desire  is  that  no  advantage  be 
taken  on  either  side:  but  at  a  proper  time, 
Hml  before  competent  Judges,  to  have  the 
different  claims  to  these  lands  litigated, 
settled  and  determined;  in  the  meantime 
to  have  this  lie  dormant,  until  the  other 
all-Important  controversy  is  brought  to  a 
0I08C.  The  wisdom  of  Congress,  I  trust, 
will  And  means  to  put  a  stop  to  all  alter- 
cations between  this  colony  and  Mr.  Penn, 
and  the  settlers  under  each,  until  a  calm 
and  peaceable  day.  The  gun  and  bayonet 
are  not  the  constitutional  instruments  to 
adjust  and  settle  real  claims,  neither  will 
insidious  methods  turn  to  account  for 
such  as  make  them  their  pursuit." 

CONORBSe  ACTS. 

In  December,  1776,  the  Congress  devoted 
considerable  time  to  the  consideration  of 
the  questions  thus  presented.  The  Penn- 
sylvania delegates  insisted  that  their  col- 
ony must  have  Jurisdiction  over  the  dis- 
puted territory,  and  said  they  would  not 
abide  the  determination  of  the  Congress, 
unless  this  were  conceded.  At  last,  each 
colony  having  proposed  a  vote  that  It 
would  be  content  to  accept,  that  of  Con- 
necticut was  passed  (Dec.  20)  by  six  colo- 
nies to  four.  This  "recommended  that  the 
contending  parties  immediately  cease  all 
hostilities  and  avoid  every  api>earance  of 
force,  until  the  dispute  can  be  legally  de- 
cided; that  all  the  property  taken  and 
detained  be  restored  to  the  original  own- 
ers; that  no  Interruption  be  given  by 
either  party  to  the  free  passing  and  re- 
passing of  persons  behaving  themselves 
oeaceaTbly  through  the  disputed  territory, 
as  well  by  land  or  water,  without  molesta- 
tion of  either  persons  or  property;  that  all 
persons  seized  and  detained  on  account 
of  said  dispute,  on  either  side  be  dismissed 
and  permitted  to  go  to  their  respective 
homes;  and  that,  things  being  put  In  the 
AVLvne  situation  they  were  before  the  late 
unhappy  contest,  they  continue  to  behave 
themselves  peaceably  on  their  respective 
possessions  and  Improvements,  until  a 
legal  decision  can  be  had  on  said  dispute, 
or  this  Congress  shall  take  further  order 
thereon;  and  nothing  herein  done  shall  be 
construed  In  prejudice  of  the  claim  of 
cither  party." 

One  of  the  New  Jersey  delegation  who 
kept  a  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Congress  observes  that  "the  Delegates  of 
P'^nna.  were  very  angry  and  discontented 
with  thlB  Determination  of  Congress." 
The  next  day  they  offered  a  resolution 
that  no  more  Connecticut  people  should 
settle  at  Wyoming  until  the  title  to  the 
lands  was  adjudged.  Meanwhile  the  Qen- 
erp.l  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  moved  by 
reports  that  an  invasion  of  Westmore- 
land by  five  hundred  armed  men  from  the 
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West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  was  ap- 
prehended, fomented  by  British  Influ- 
ences," resolved  "that  all  the  present  In- 
habitants in  said  disputed  territory  shall 
remain  quiet  in  their  present  possessions, 
without  molestation  from  any  person  or 
persons  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  col- 
ony; provided  they  behave  themselves 
peaceably  toward  the  inhabitants  settled 
under  the  claim  of  this  Colony;  and  pro- 
vided the  persons  beloniring  to  this  Col- 
ony, who  have  been  lately  apprehended  on 
said  lands  by  some  of  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania be  released  and  all  the  effects, 
as  well  of  those  who  have  been  already 
released  as  those  now  in  custocty,  be  re- 
stored to  them.  And  all  persons  are  here- 
by strictly  forbid  makinsr  any  further 
settlements  on  said  lands  without  special 
license  from  this  Assembly,  or  giving  any 
interruption  or  disturbance  to  any  persons 
already  settled  thereon.  This  temporary 
provision  to  remain  in  force  during  the 
pleasure  of  this  Assembly,  and  shall  not 
affect  or  prejudice  the  legal  title  of  the 
Colony,  or  of  any  particular  persons  to 
any  of  said  lands  in  controversy." 

A  copy  of  this  vote  was  hurried  off  to 
Philadelphia,  and  on  Dec.  23,  1776.  was 
read  In  Congress.  John  Jay  of  New  York 
at  once  moved  that  it  be  recommended  to 
Connecticut  "not  to  introduce  any  settlers 
on  the  said  lands  till  the  farther  order  of 
this  Congress,  until  the  said  dispute  shall 
be  settled."  Such  a  vote  was  passed  by 
four  colonies  to  three.  The  Connecticut 
delegates  protested  against  declaring  it  to 
have  been  adopted,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  colo- 
nies present,  but  their  objections  were 
overruled 

The  conflicts  of  Jurisdiction  and  seizures 
of  person  and  property,  recounted  in  the 
various  papers  from  which  quotation;) 
have  been  read,  had  been  attended  by 
very  serious  disturbances.  Prom  I7e»  wh^n 
after  several  years  of  inaction,  the  Sus- 
quehanna Company,  which  now  compre- 
hended some  Pennsylvanlans  among  Its 
members,  sent  a  new  force  of  cohmists 
into  this  valley  ana  tound  ten  men.  head- 
ed by  the  sheriff  of  Northampton  County, 
established  In  a  block  house  to  oppose 
them,  to  the  close  of  17T1,  there  was  a  con- 
stant succession  of  serious  hostilities. 

Under  the  Pennsylvania  title  the  valley 
wa«  laid  off  into  two  "manors,"  the  east- 
ern side  being  called  the  Manor  of  Stoke 
and  the  western  side  the  Manor  of  Sun- 
bury. 

SETTTLERS  F3R»CT  PORT. 

The  Connecticut  settlers  put  up  a  rough 
frontier  fort,  Fort  Durkee,  which  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Pennsylvanlans  with  a 
four-pound  canr.on.  A  capitulation  fol- 
lowed on  terms  that  the  Connecticut  title 
to  possession  should  be  respected,  till  the 
pleasure  of  his  majesty  should  be  known. 
The  garri.**on  marched  out,  and  most  of 
them  returned  to  Connecticut:  but  It  was 
not  long  before  news  followed  that  their 
houses  had  been  plundered  and  their  cat- 
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tie  driven  away.  The  next  year  the  Sus- 
quehanna Company  retook  the  fort,  seised 
the  four-pounder,  and  invested  a  block 
house  in  whirh  fifty  Pennsylvanians  had 
established  themselves.  After  a  short 
siege  a  capitulation  followed,  stipulating 
that  the  property  claims  of  the  garrison 
should  be  respected  until  the  dispute  were 
settled  by  the  king.  This  stipulation,  in 
turn,  the  Connecticut  settlers  violated. 

General  Oage,  then  in  command  of  the 
royal  forces  at  New  York,  was  called  on 
by  Governor  Penn  for  aid.  but  rerused  to 
interfere. 

Captain  Ogden  recaptured  Fort  Durkee. 
Colonel  Stewart,  one  of  the  Pennsylvan- 
ians belonging  to  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany, surprised  and  retook  It  by  a  night 
assault.  Ogden  built  a  new  and  stronger 
fort,— Fort  Wyoming.  The  settlers  under 
the  Connecticut  title  besieged  and  cap- 
tured It. 

THE  MASBACRE. 

Four  years  cf  almost  undisturbed  peace 
foUowen.  The  Pennsylvania  proprietaries 
made  no  serious  attempt  to  expel  the  set- 
tlers under  the  Ccmnecticut  title.  Civil 
government  was  set  up,  at  first,  with  no 
authority  from  Connecticut;  afterwards 
by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  1774 
which  has  been  already  mentioned.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  was  coming  to  Its 
close.  In  1776  It  gave  way  to  a  provisional 
government  of  the  people.  One  of  its  last 
efforts  was  the  unnappy  Invasion  which 
again  stained  this  valley  with  blood,  on 
Dec.  21,  1775.  In  this  about  two  hundred 
were  engaged  on  each  side  and  several 
killed.  President  Stiles  of  Yale  College, 
in  his  Literary  Diary,  declares  that  it 
wafc  a  stratagem  of  the  British  ministry 
to  excite  confusion,  promoted  by  Phila- 
delphia torles.  The  records  of  the  gov- 
ernor's council  in  Connecticut,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  the  preceding  month,  shows 
that  they  regarded  the  expedition,  which 
really  for  the  purpose  of  expelling  the 
was  then  being  secretly  organisea,  as 
of  a  broader  design  to  prevent  a  union  of 
the  colonies  against  Great  Britain. 

The  massacre  of  Wyoming  cannot  be 
understood  unless  the  facts  that  I  have 
thus  tried  to  summarize  are  kept  in  mind. 
The  seeds  of  civil  war  had  been  planted 
in  this  valley  long  years  before  the  out- 
break of  the  revolution.  It  was  to  be  a 
civil  war  arising  from  conflicting  rights 
of  property  and  Jurisdiction.  Tne  revolu- 
tion Itself  in  every  colony  meant  civil  war. 
That  was  a  civil  war  arising  from,  con- 
fiictlng  claims  of  allegiance  and  confiict- 
ing  theories  of  political  liberty. 

THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  American  revolution  was  a  political 
necessity.  England  had  become— with  the 
development  of  the  principle  of  a  re- 
sponsible ministry,— responsible  to  the 
House  of  Commons,— in  fact,  though  not 
in  name,  a  republic.  She  had  slowly  built 
up  out  of  precedent  and  tradition  an  un- 
recorded   but   aiUcompelling     scheme     of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


rj2  Vol,  14 


government  which  In  fact*  though  hardly 
yet  In  name,  was  constitutional. 

Yet  likigland  was  denying  to  her  sons 
across  tlie  sea  the  privileges  which  this 
scheme  of  government  guaranteed  to  her 
sons  at  home. 

"If,"  wrote  Froude  in  his  life  of  Julius 
Caesar,  "there  be  one  lesson  which  his- 
tory clearly  teaches,  it  Is  this:  that  free 
natio;is  cannot  govern  subject  provinces. 
If  they  are  unable  and  unwilling  to  admit 
their  dependencies  to  share  their  constitu- 
tion, the  constitution  itself  will  lall  in 
pieces  from  mere  incompetence  for  its 
dutl€»8."  Or  he  might  have  added,  the 
subject  provinces  will  throw  off  the  yoke, 
and  vinaicate  their  independence. 

To  one  who  loolcs  with  eager  glance  to- 
wards the  pclitlcal  future  of  the  United 
States  to-day,  and  anxiously  aslcs  himself 
whether,  if  our  constitution  was  framed 
only  for  and  applies  only  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  that  make  our  union, 
and  carries  no  certain  assurance  of  per- 
sonal security  to  the  millions  in  our  Asia- 
tic possessions,  we  can  yet  hold  them  in- 
definitely as  against  the  world,  and  as 
against  themselves,  subjects,  though  not 
citizens,  these  solemn  words  of  a  great 
writer  have  a  new  interest. 

But,  in  princijJle,  we  do  not  stand  to  the 
Philippines  as  England  in  1776  stood  to  us. 
She  was  governing  us  avowedly  for  her 
own  benefit.  We  are  not  governing  them 
avowedly  for  our  benefit.  Nor  are  these 
the  discount. 

children  of  the  Pacific  of  such  a  stock  as 
that  of  the  self-reliant,  sturdy,  strong 
handed  American  colonists  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century. 

Yet  even  to  them  it  was  a  hard  thing  to 
decide  upon  a  war  of  independence.  There 
was  everywhere  a  strong  division  of  opin- 
ion. It  was  the  obvious  policy  and  aim  of 
the  British  government  to  stimulate  and 
strengthen  the  spirit  of  the  loyalists.  In 
the  city  where  I  live,  in  1776,  nearly  half 
the  people  were  British  sympathizers.  The 
same  I  think  would  be  true  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

John  Butler,  who  led  the  invading  forces 
at  the  battle  of  Wyoming,  was  of  Con- 
nt»cticut  birth.  So  was  Zebulon  Butler, 
who  led  In  the  defense.—a  commissioned 
colonel  of  the  24th  Regiment  of  the  Con- 
necticut line. 

There  have  been  riots  and  risings 
against  lawful  authority  from  time  to 
time  throughout  American  history.  There 
nave  been,  aside  from  the  revolution,  but 
two  civil  wars;  that  which  year  after  year 
disturbed  this  valley  and  that  between 
the  North  and  the  South. 

The  first  came  to  an  end  in  the  way  In 
which  all  controversies  between  indepen- 
dent States  should,  by  submission  to  an 
impartial  court.  As  soon  as  such  a  pro- 
ceeding became  practicable,  by  the  adop- 
tion r,f  the  Articles  of  Confederation  in 
1781,  Congress,  at  the  petition  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, appointed  commissioners  to  decide 
betwonn  the  validity  of  the  titles  under 
grants  from  her  proprietaries  and  the 
titles    under    Connecticut.     It    is    to    the 
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credit  of  both  States  that  they  were  able 
to  aerree  on  who  should  be  the  commis- 
sioners. They  selected,  and  Consrress  con- 
firmed for  the  position.  Judge  William 
Whipple  of  New  Hampshire,  Welcome 
Arnold  of  Rhode  Island.  William  C. 
Houston,  professor  of  mathematics  and 
natural  philosophy  at  Princeton;  Cyrus 
Griffin  of  Viririnia,  president  of  the 
court  of  appeals  in  Maritime  Causes,  and 
David  Brearly,  chief  Justice  of  New  Jer- 
sey, 

The  hearing  was  a  long  and  fair  one, 
the  court  sitting  from  Nov.  12  to  Dec.  80, 
17^  The  end  was  a  brief  and  unanimous 
decision  that  Pennsylvania  had  good  right 
and  Connecticut  no  right  to  the  lands  in 
controversy.  Many  years  afterwards  it 
came  out  that  the  members  of  this  com- 
mission, before  entering  on  the  trii^l.  pri- 
vately agreed  that  the  decision  of  the  ma- 
jorlty,  whatever  it  was,  should  be  con- 
curred in  by  all,  and  that  no  reasons  for 
the  Judgment  should  be  announced. 

The  feeling  between  the  two  States  and 
the  yet  delicate  condition  of  the  settle- 
ment probably  made  this  course  Judicious. 
At  all  events,  the  Connecticut  claim  of 
title  was  now  finally  disposed  of.  There 
was  nevermore  to  be  a  Connecticut  in 
Pennsylvania.  Not  only  had  she  had  no 
governmental  powers  there,  but  all  con- 
veyances and  grants  under  her  authority 
were  invalidated. 

The  settlers  in  the  Wyoming  VaJley  now 
numbered  five  or  six  thousand.  Most  of 
them  held  through  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany. When  the  claimants  under  the 
Pennsylvania  title  appeared  to  dispossess 
them,  it  was  found  no  easy  thing.  Disaf- 
fection was  general.  Everybody  was  in 
the  sheriffs  way,  except  when  he  was 
called  upon  to  assist  him.  There  was 
more  fighting.  As  Burke  has  said:  ••You 
cannot  indict  a  whole  people."  Some  of 
them  applied  to  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  relief  and  a  ••quieting  act" 
was  passed,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  their  claims.  After  a  few 
years,  however,  it  was  repealed.  Bffany 
lost  all  their  possessions.  Finally,  in  1790 
and  1801,  came  legislation  that  stood,  be- 
cause it  was  bottomed  on  the  will  of  the 
local  majority.  The  holders  of  Pennsyl- 
vania titles  were  bought  off  by  the  State.. 
The  holders  of  Connecticut  titles  had 
theirs  confirmed  on  payment  of  about  H 
an  acre. 

Of  the  battle  of  Wyoming  you  have  of- 
ten heard.  I  make  no  doubt,  on  this  occa- 
sion, in  former  years.  If  you  haVe  not 
given  it  more  than  a  passing  notice  it  is 
not  because  I  am  insensible  to  its  impor- 
tance as  one  of  the  menK»rable  things  in 
American  history. 

The  time  will  never  come  when  stories 
of  battle  no  longer  interest  mankind. 

A  man  on  a  field  of  anns  is  in  an  abnor- 
mal position.  How  will  he  act?  How  did 
he  act 7  These  are  questions  that  have  the 
attractiveness  always  belonging  to  the  un- 
usual—the  importance   always  attaching 
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to  what  must  always  nearly  ooncem  the 
puUlc  welfare. 

Personal  prowess  is  admired  even  when 
it  is  displayed  for  merely  private  ends,— 
when  it  is  shown  by  the  sportsman,  the 
matador,  the  boxer,  or  wrestler.  Much 
more  'is  it  admired  in  one  who  is  flghtinsr 
for  a  country,  or  a  cause. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  victory.  Nothing 
brings  more  of  a  glory  than  a  glorious  de- 
feat. The  hopeless  struggle  at  the  pass  of 
Thermopylae  will  never  pass  from  tiuman 
memory. 

But  to  Americans  the  great  fruit  of  the 
battle  of  Wyoming  was  that  it  led  to 
preventing  war.  It  showed  it  to  be  pos- 
sible for  two  State,  each  warmly  engaged 
In  defending  a  claim  having  at  least 
strong  color  of  right,  to  come  before  a 
court  of  the  United  States  and  let  their 
controversy  go  to  a  final  determination, 
there,  precisely  as  if  it  were  one  between 
two  private  individuals.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  was  erected  on 
that  basis;  and  no  other  single  cause  con- 
tributed more  towards  the  adoption  of 
that  feat  of  our  judicial  system,  than  ths 
sad  massacre  of  July  S,  1771. 
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